Interview with Lou Anne Kling
I n t e r v i e w e d by D i a n n a Hunter and Ken M e t e r
Minnesota Farm A d v o c a t e Oral History Project

ot
a
M Fa
in rm
ne A
so d
ta vo
H ca
is te
to O
ric ra
al l H
So is
ci tor
et y
y P
ro
je
ct

I n t e r v i e w e d on June 15, 1988
at her farm near Granite Falls, M i n n e s o t a

Lou Anne Kling:
Dianna Hunter:
Ken Meter:

LAK
DH
KM

DH: Tell us your name, and tell us about your farm, and how you got interested
in Advocacy. Please.
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LAK: My name is Lou Anne Kling. Spelled: L-O-U A- capital A-N-N-E K-L-I-NG. I've had many stories with many different spellings on that name. We own
160 acres, west of Granite Falls, about six miles. We also rent from his father
and a neighbor lady. So we farm about 500 acres altogether. We raise corn,
wheat, soybeans, some oats, a l f a l f a . We're on a crop r o t a t i o n , ridge till
operation. But we also have a farrow-to-finish hog operation with about 80
sows, have about 50 head of steers we feed out. We have seven children. Two
still at home. Two boys still at home. Mitch is 16, Matt is 15. Wayne is my
husband. I suppose I'd better add that. What more do you want?

DH: Yeah, that's fine. We should go ahead and cut to where we left off before,
because on the other tape you told me a lot about how you started the Advocate
Program. And I think we got up to you'd been to Thief River Falls and then
you'd been on your road show with Randi and the other farmer, and I think
that's about where we left off, was shortly after that. Can you pick up the story
from there, a little bit? That would have been about what? 1984?

KM: '83.
DH: '83. Okay. And we did talk then about the f o u n d i n g of the Advocate
Program too.
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LAK: Well, in 1983, I had been doing informational meetings a r o u n d here.
Different places. Farmers would call and we'd sort of haphazardly put together
an informational meeting. And then I did go and have this meeting at Thief
River Falls, and there was about 60 people at that meeting. They asked me to
come back.
They had started a group, and I can't remember the name. W i l l a r d Brunelle
was my main contact person, and they had started a g r o u p up t h e r e b e i n g
concerned about what was happening. And so they asked me to come back and
spend a few days working with some farmers. So I agreed to do that. And I'm
not positive of the time. I know I went up, I think, three different times, and
spent almost a week each time. I know one of the times was right at Christmas
time, because when I left to come home it was j u s t a day or two before
Christmas and Mrs. Brunelle felt so sorry for rne because I hadn't been able to
be horne to do Christmas baking. And she sent all these boxes of Christmas
baking home with me [Laughs].
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And then, also during that year too, when Randi was out here. Randi and I and
Bob Smith, went around and did these informational meetings for a couple of
weeks. And we didn't have very good t u r n - o u t at those m e e t i n g s . We'd
probably have 10 or 12 people, is all we had at those meetings. People, at that
point, were still scared to come. We had a meeting in the Foley area, and had
one young farm wife come sneaking in, and it was about 9 o'clock. And she
apologized and said she couldn't come until it got dark so she could hide her car
down the street because her supervisor told her she'd better not attend that
meeting. But she said she just had to come and talk to us because she was so
scared, 'cause they had told the supervisor they wouldn't have any babies, and
here she was pregnant and it wasn't on there Farm and Home plan that she did
not know what to do about it. And she was serious. So, that's where I met

Nancy Barsness. She came to the informational meeting that we had at Sauk
Center.
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So we met some new people, we talked about i n f o r m a t i o n , and that's where
Randi wrote down all the questions, all the stuff t h a t I t o l d people: the
questions they asked, the answers I gave. And that basically is where the first
Farmer's Guide to FmHA came from, was from that. That and then Randi would
stay out here and we'd invite farmers in, and she'd sit and talk to farmers and
find out what they were thinking. So that's kind of where that first book carne
from.
Then, the first of the year W a y n e put me on a b u d g e t . First of the year.
January of '84. Wayne put me on a budget.
KM: Sounds like the simple version of a story. Wayne is not kind of a person
that puts you on a budget. [Laughter]
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LAK: Well, he just said, "It's costing a lot of money." And he said: "You can
spend up to $200 a month. But when that's gone you stay home." And that was
only rny gas. So it was a pretty lenient budget. And I was sharing this with
Anne Kanten, and I said, "Gosh, is there some place where we can get some
money?" And I said, "You know, I'd run into some of these people that were
willing to help other people." And Thief River, it became very evident up
there. Jackie and Russ agreed to come down. The Wheat Growers gave me
office space, and Jackie and Russ came down, because farmers were just lined
up out into the hallway. I mean I almost at some points I felt like a miracle
worker or something, you know? I'd sit down and these people would line up
to see me. And I could only spend a half an hour maybe with them, or fortyfive minutes. They'd lay their paper work out and we'd go t h r o u g h it quick,
and I'd say, "Well, try this and this and this," and they'd be off their way.
There was no way you could even think about going with them to FmHA.. And
people would sit there and wait. It was just such a desperation for knowledge.
And that's the other thing with Farmer's Guide that was born out of was that
people were just so desperate for knowledge.

But you can pick out the people when they corne in and they have their books
in order and had been searching [Break]
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KM: You've got a half hour to help all these people lining up for you outside.
DH: Okay. And you could pick out the people that were going to be Advocates,
you were saying.
LAK: Yeah. And J a c k i e and Russ volunteered. Jackie I had met over the
telephone. She had somehow gotten my name. And I don't remember how.
But she called me, and they sent rne all their FmHA stuff. And then I wrote
recommendations back on it, and I sent the reg books up to her. And so when 1
got up there, Jackie was getting pretty well versed on it, and she was already
helping other people. And so her and Russ stayed down there and started
helping farmers, too, in the same office.
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So I was talking to Anne about f i n d i n g some money to pay some [people]. I
said, "There's people out here that are willing to help. They've been through it
themselves, and they know what it's all about, and they're willing to help, but
everybody's so broke. Can we have some help with telephones and gas?" And
she talked to Jim [Nichols], and that's when they carne up with this $50,000,
from the Ag. Department.
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So we just called up these people we know, that had shown the potential. And
then COACT and some of those organizations also called some people. We had
our first big training March 4, I think it was, or something. I think we had 35
people there. Well, I talked to some people in North Dakota who I had been
helping over the telephone, and told 'em we were having this training. They
asked if they could come. "Sure, come on clown." And so they were at the
training too. We were in that little conference room A at the Ag. Department.
I mean, it was wall-to-wall people in there. And we did the very basics of the
training. We showed 'ern how to do a disaster loan, and how to fill out the
application right, how to fill out the Farm and Home Plan right, and just some

real basics. We even had Jim Moen from the Farmer's Home A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
corne over and talk to us. He didn't give us much, but was, you know, glad we
were going to help farmers.
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What else?
We were there for a couple of days. We had somebody from the Attorney
General's Office. I know that was exciting. Having all these people together.
Getting to know 'em, and making sure they knew how to fill out expense sheets
right. Some of the people had phone calls when they got back home already,
because we had put out a press release. And they called me up and said, "I got
farmers to work with already! We don't know what to do!"
You know, we're lucky we didn't fall flat on our face. Because, God, we sent 35
people out there to help farmers with that much training. We were really
lucky that we got people who were conscious [sic], compassionate, you know,
really wanted to help. Because they did a good job. And we were t h i n k i n g ,
well, if we get them operating f u n d s , in the spring of '84, the crisis should
pretty much be over. So our program only went to July 1st.. And, well, we've
seen-KM: Did you believe that at the time?
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LAK: Yeah. I guess I did. I guess I thought if we got 'ern operating funds
they'd get the crop in, and if everybody would get a crop, and then that would
solve it. I was pretty naive in my thinking. [Laughter]

So, then we had to cut back, because we got appropriation from the
L e g i s l a t u r e . And those n u m b e r s , I've never kept up w i t h w h a t all t h o s e
numbers were on budgets and stuff. I let the Department take care of that. But
we had to cut back to 15. And so that was pretty hard. There were quite a few
of 'ern that found out they didn't want to be that fully employed. And wanted to
get out of the program. And we had to choose. They were offered a contract,
and they all had to write "why" and do a sort of a resume. And then we looked

at the past history of their work, and how much they had gotten involved, and
we made the decision on how to hire.
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Then it took off from there, and we learned by a lot of experiences on how to
hold t r a i n i n g s , and what to hold t r a i n i n g on. I t h i n k the next week, or it
w a s n ' t m u c h over a c o u p l e of w e e k s , N o r t h D a k o t a , the S e c r e t a r y of
Agriculture in North Dakota, Kent Jones, called and said, "I just heard about
your program in Minnesota, and I think that's great. Will you come up and
train?" "Sure, we'd come up there and train." [Chuckles] And I think they had
over a hundred people once.
Jackie Dobmeir and I went up there. And the first person they introduced me
to was the State Director of the Farmer's Home Administration, who was going
to sit in on the training, and I was scared to death. You know? Because I
wasn't sure that I knew everything exactly right. I knew what I'd been doing
had been getting through, but I was a little scared to have him sitting there.
And I'm not sure if he was there for intimidation. I don't know what he was
there for.
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But we went t h r o u g h the t r a i n i n g . Two days of t r a i n i n g . And they had
farmers and ex-bankers and county extension people and farm management
people. And it was a huge room. And Jackie and I did some of the basics, like
filling out an application on a Farm at Home Plan. Some of those t h i n g s
together, and then we split the group in two and we were explaining to them
how to figure out a payment plan. How to use an amortization table, and it was
the real basics.
At the end of the second day, he came up and congratulated us both on a job
well done, and said with Jackie living so close could he hire her? So that kind
of gave us an ego-boost.

KM: It must be strange to in a position of knowing more about the law than
most FmHA bureaucrats. You must feel at times like you're doing their job.
Especially when you're not getting paid for it.

LAK: Yeah.
KM: Don't you get pissed off about that?

ot
a
M Fa
in rm
ne A
so d
ta vo
H ca
is te
to O
ric ra
al l H
So is
ci tor
et y
y P
ro
je
ct

LAK: Yeah. Yeah, sometimes. I mean, I've got one FmHA supervisor, who I
am now filing out all the paperwork for. And I just did it. At that settlement
that farmer took it in, and he handed it back to the farmer and said "Have Lou
Anne re-do it because there's a couple of mistakes." And I'm going, "Jim,
they're paying secretaries to do this. Why am I spending my time on it?" But
it means that if I do do it, the farmer will get it through. And so I guess I
justify some of that, for doing it.
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I was in a mediation yesterday, and the FmHA supervisor sat there, and I said,
"Well, what can you do?" And he said, "I don't know." And I felt like we were
in court, and I was a lawyer and he was on the stand, because I said, "Well, do
you have the authority to do this?" "Nope." "Do you have the authority to do
this?" "Nope." And he didn't have the authority to do anything. You know?
"Well, what about the new regulations? The proposed are out. Can you use
them?" "Nope." "Well, what about the old ones. Can you use them?" "No. I've
got to go to the state and get authority first." "Well, what about y o u r new
DALR$ computer program?" "Well, I don't know how to use that. Bring in your
numbers so we can do it." "Well, what numbers do you want?" "I don't know."
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LAK: So, yeah, it gets to be strange in there. Actually, it gets to be, at one
point—and I guess I made my point very clear in mediation yesterday—at one
point he, I mean, he was real careful in his answers. And he was h e m - h a w i n g
around. I don't really remember the question I asked him, but at one point he
said, "Why I don't know how you want me to answer this?" And I said, "Well,
with the truth." And he got a little irritated.
I guess, when I first got started in this, I used to get, I used to really get huffy.
When I seen what they were doing to farmers, and how they had lied and
cheated them. And that's still going on today. Very, very much. That they're

still not telling the farmer nothing. He has to go out and find the information,
and bring it to them before--"Oh, yeah, we've got that program."
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I've just been spending quite a bit of time on the phone with a farmer from
Texas. The Farmer's Home gave him a loan to buy dairy cows, and get started in
a dairy. And he was m i l k i n g these cows, and he just started having a lot of
mastitis problems, cows were dying, and he kept going into FmHA and saying,
"I'm in t r o u b l e out there. Can you help me? Can you release the dairy
assignment so I can afford to get some veterinarian out here?" "Nope. We
can't do that." I mean they had been in a direct contempt of court under the
C o l e m a n , t h r o u g h all of this. So he's b e e n c a l l i n g me and I've b e e n
channeling the stuff back to his attorney. He called last night, and that was
his frustration. Why did I have to do all the research? They had a deferral
program, and they'd found out he'd had stray v o l t a g e in the b a r n , is w h a t
happened. And he said, "Why couldn't they release my milk check? So that I
could have gotten this done in a hurry." And I said, "Well, God, they should
have, because its a contempt." So he has now found two attorneys in Texas that
are willing to take on the Farmer's Home. And so he called last night to say,
"Will you help us." And he was really frustrated last n i g h t . He was mad
because they hadn't told him, and he's got his Congressman, who is Phil
Graham, working with him. And I said, "Be sure to talk to that dude about his
pot-stew for agriculture [Laughs]
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Anyway, he's working h a n d - i n - h a n d with him on these lawyers and all on
this. Because he can't believe that Farmer's Home did that. And that's how
we're going to get enough support to get all this stuff changed in Congress and
get it done right.
You want to hear about individual cases?
DH: Sure.

LAK: You k n o w , one f a r m e r by St. C l o u d , I t h i n k he c a m e to t h a t
informational meeting we had in his area. I'm not sure on that. But Farmer's
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Home had loaned him the money to buy this 80-acre farm site. And got some
machinery for him and some hogs, and set him up in business. I don't think it
was even two years later, they told him he wasn't making it and that he'd have
to sell out. They had never given him any loan servicing. They had never
given him any of the limited resource interest rates. They'd never looked at a
deferral. His payments were, I think, were almost ballooned out right away.
And he'd always worked with Farm Management teachers, so he really had
good records. Excellent records. So with the Farm Management teacher we
went back and put an analysis of his operation together. And, you know, tried
t o show w h a t h a d h a p p e n e d , a n d w a n t e d t o u s e t h a t a n a l y s i s f o r o u r
projections. And the supervisor would not let him do it. I mean, he said some
off-beat, the wall, garbage. "You can't do this, and you can't do that." And he
j u s t said, absolutely, he w o u l d not c h a n g e any of the n u m b e r s , and he
continued to deny him.
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And I'll never forget, I went up there and did an appeal h e a r i n g with the
County Committee, in that county. Three people that had no idea—if that
supervisor had told them to go stand on their head in the corner, that's exactly
what they would have done. They had no idea what they were sittin' there for.
They had no idea what their job was. They wouldn't talk. The supervisor did
the talking. I think that appeal lasted for hours. [Laughs] And thank God the
Coleman came down, because he's out there now and I think he's going to save
his farm. He ended up, before he got a hold of me, Farmer's Home got him to
sell his machinery and his hogs. That was about the time he got a hold of me.
Now he's gotten back into hogs. So, he sells feed, and his wife got a job. But I
think, with this new write-off, they'll be able to corne out of that and probably
save their place. The supervisor told me. I said, "How many people have you
given limited resource to?" "Oh, lots and lots. I used up the allocation." I said,
"There's no allocation for limited resource. It's there if you need it." "Oh no,
there's an allocation." You know, I carried those C.F.R. reg. books. I'd say, "Do
you know what these are?" "Nope, never seen them." It was interesting at the
County Committee hearing was in the court. Jim asked Chuck Offerdahl from
the St. Cloud office if he knew what the C.F.R. Regulations were, and he said,
"No." [Laughs]

DH: What's Chuck's position?
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LAK: County Supervisor for twenty-three years. So at that time, we were all
fresh, t h i s was in '83. We w e r e all f r e s h i n t o it. And we c o u l d c a l l
Cunningham out in Washington, the Freedom of Information officer. And get
a list of all the borrowers in Benton County. And so we got that list. We got
that list and went t h r o u g h the years and f o u n d out there was no limited
resource borrowers at all. And after I was in there, then they started showing
up. [Pause in Tape]
DH: About the list of borrowers. What did you find when you checked the list
of borrowers from down here?
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LAK: Well, we were able to call Virgil Cunningham in Washington. And he's
the Freedom of I n f o r m a t i o n o f f i c e r for F m H A . And we asked him for a
computer print-out of all the borrowers in Benton County. And what that tells
you is the name, the kind of a loan they got, how much the loan is, what's the
interest rate, how much is delinquent, what the payments are, and what kind
of a loan it is. What we found in that is prior to us starting to help farmers and
givin' 'em the knowledge, there was no limited resource interest rates going
out of that county. After, when we got an update on that, all of the sudden
there was limited resource interest rates showing up on the computer p r i n t out.
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The other thing that we found out, that we really recognized, was we call the
EE trap. In 1978 they made the allocations for the emergency loans. They had
three, four I guess, but three basic emergency loans. They had the disaster
loan. Then they had the major adjustment loan, which you could do
r e f i n a n c i n g w i t h . And t h e n they had the EE l o a n , or emergency loan,
economic emergency loan, that you could do quite a variety of things with.
And the limits on them were much h i g h e r than the r e g u l a r . But what the
regulations said was they s h o u l d n ' t be using any of these u n t i l they had
exhausted the farm ownership and the operating loan programs. What we
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went through on those computer printouts, and we got quite a few counties
and worked on them, and then they shut us off and started c h a r g i n g to get
those, because all of the sudden, the w h o l e rift up n o r t h , with the whole
uproar up there, where people got a hold of those and p r i n t e d them in the
newspapers and did those kind of things. They put a much tighter control on
'em, on going those computer printouts.
But what we were finding out in them is what we call the "E.E. Trap." And we
really feel it was, a lot of us that worked with this and seen what happened, the
"E.E.," or the emergency type loans, are at much h i g h e r interest, can not be
put down to any l i m i t e d r e s o u r c e i n t e r e s t — t h e y ' r e still at m u c h h i g h e r
interest. And we feel that it was a trap for farmers to get into, in that they
trapped farmers into this higher debt. But it was a conscientious [sic] thing
that happened. And that's what we're fighting today with this high debt load
at the Farmer's Home.
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You know, I'm excited that Congress now is going to reverse—Congress passed
the Emergency Loans. And I'm excited to see that they're going to go back and
repair the damage that's been done. Because, you went through the files and, I
mean, money was t o t a l l y a v a i l a b l e any place. And that's where you went
through when the farmer wanted to remodel his barn, he had to build a new
barn. You know, that's the whole syndrome, you've seen through that. Then
the Farmer's Home did not follow through on construction and all of those.
I've got one farmer I've dealt with, where Farmer's Home said, "You've got to
sign this release that y o u r stuff is done r i g h t because the guy d o i n g the
construction has a loan at the Farmer's Home that he's got to pay. And so we've
got to be able to pay him so he can pay his loan." And the farmer kept saying,
"But it's not done right. It's wrong. The stalls are slanting downwards to the
manager instead of backwards to the gutter, and it's not done right and I won't
sign it." "Well, we'll pull the loan, you won't get the loan if you don't sign it."
You know, and they forced them to sign it. Well, a lot of people say "Why is the
farmer so stupid that he does it?" Well, it's his livelihood out there. And they
were intimated by them. But we feel that they really trapped a lot of farmers
when they put that emergency loan in.
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DH: Were farmers aware of the difference, w h e r e the f u n d s were coming
from or even that their loans were different?
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LAK: No. That was never explained to them. When I worked with—they hired
quite a bit of extra help at that time, too. And they were called emergency loan
officers, and they knew nothing about the rest of FrnHA. I mean, they hired
them and they'd get a farmer w h o — y o u know, we had a lot of disasters that
couple of years there. When a farmer would come in and w a n t some help
they'd assign him to this emergency loan officer, and the theme at that time
was "Give Out Money." The theme at this time is to "Take Back Money."
And I talked with one of those emergency loan officers. I talked with him for
a long time, and he explained exactly, you know, they were supposed to give
out as much as they could give out under the emergency program. He totally
agreed with me, that it was a trap that farmers got in, that trapped farmers
into it. And you can tell from looking at farmers' loans, when you look at their
loan portfolios, those emergency loans are there, and I don't think they can go
lower than about 9 or 10 percent yet today. And they were 14, 16 percent. A lot
of farmers got caught in those.
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DH: What's Congress doing to change it? Are they going to let farmers write
down to limited resource if they're already in 'em, or are they j u s t going to
change future loans that are made?

M
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LAK: No. All Congress will be doing is writing off this excessive debt that
doesn't have any security. They have never addressed that these loans need to
be changed, that the interest rates need to be c h a n g e d , or that they can be
written down. That's n e v e r been a d d r e s s e d . It's j u s t w i t h the w r i t e - o f f
program, we'll write-off this excessive—Because what they did was inflated in
the '78 and on, '78 to '82 they inflated all the prices, so the farmer had lots of
equity. And that's where they shoved all the money into them. So now it'll be
written back down again, although FmHA now is trying to inflate price again.
It's really different, because since I started doing this in '82, that was about the
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time they put the skids on everything and said, "No more money. Let's draw it
back in." And so they started devaluating everything.
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And now they're starting to run those values back up again because of the
w r i t e - o f f p r o g r a m c o m i n g in. All of a s u d d e n , F m H A has d e v a l u a t e d
everything down to the rock bottom. Now that it says net recovery value,
they're sittin 1 there hanging out with nothing on lots of lots of loans. And a
f a r m e r t h a t w e t r i e d t o r e s t r u c t u r e h i s debt l a s t y e a r , they w o u l d n o t
restructure because they said his land was not worth more than $500 an acre.
Yet in seven months, his land has raised in value to $850 an acre. And all of
it's on paper. I mean, land doesn't bounce around. It's been bouncing bad out
here, but you know, when we wanted restructuring it wasn't worth anything.
Now when we're going to want write-off it's become very valuable. And the
same way with machinery and livestock, and the whole works. Everything
was crammed down. Now, I think, we're going into a phase where, I mean, last
year you never could get Farmer's Home to go more t h a n a l o a n rate on a
projection. This year, heck, we're projecting seven-and-a-half to eight dollars
on beans. "Oh, yeah, that's fine. Send it t h r o u g h . " B e c a u s e they w a n t
everybody's cash flow to look great so that you can't come in and get your
write-offs, because the only way you're going to get write-offs [is] if you can't
cash flow. So we're going to have everybody's cash flow pumped up. So, we've
got a new message we've got to get out to farmers, is to be careful.
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So it's just like being on a roller-coaster, and I loose my temper, to get back to
your original question, I mean, I get pissed off. You know, I try not to lose my
temper in t h e r e , b e c a u s e I'm r e p r e s e n t i n g a f a r m e r , but it gets p r e t t y
frustrating. And the new young loan officers they don't know nothing about
farming. They can't talk fertilizers or chemicals. Farming has become very
sophisticated. They can't talk how much fertilizer and chemicals. So they've
gone to this whole bottom line thing. Looking at the bottom line, and take
your income tax and what was your average, that "You spent 50 cents to make a
dollar in the last three years, that's what you're going to do this year." And
they base their whole guideline on that. One particular farmer, we said, he
had gone to ridge till so he'd be making this many less trips across the field.
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He would only be b a n d i n g instead of broadcasting, you know, all of these
things that we showed why there was going to be a dramatic cut, and he said,
"If that ridge tilling is so damn good, why doesn't the university push it?" We
said, "Well they had a little problem, just like you do."
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And yet, to t h i s day, we've n e v e r been able to get him to a g r e e w i t h our
numbers. They've gone on his past history.

M
in

ne
s

One of the farmers, who was a Farm Management teacher, that had kept the
Minnesota farm accounts book for 15 years—had every book—and we brought
'em all to the appeal hearing and stacked them up in the middle of the table.
And we had done an analysis of every year. His hog house burnt up. And he
had $40,000 in an escrow account with FmHA's name on it because their name
was on the check, and the i n s u r a n c e check. And they w o u l d not let him
rebuild his hog house because he had no chance for success, no prospect of
success. And they were using those bottom line numbers, and, you know,
"You've spent this much." Well, we did the 15 years. But we showed him that
in the last five years that they were using, a couple of those years he had been
a feed salesman and his accountant had had him run all his feed sales through
his farm books, so he had an unheard of feed bill, which totally threw it all off.
He had had, I can't remember, too much rain or too little rain, and had lost
most of a crop in one year. I mean, we could show drastic changes. And they
said, "We don't believe you." You know, "But here's the records." And they
said, "We don't care. We don't believe you." And we didn't have any tools to
fight that with. We didn't have any place to sink our feet in. And he ended up,
I think he saved the farm place, but he ended up h a v i n g a m a c h i n e r y sale.
And the sad part was that his b a n k , he was w o r k i n g with a banker that was
doing the chattel, but when they wouldn't let him build his hog house, the land
wasn't that good to farm and make it operate. He had to have livestock to feed it
through. So FmHA, even though they didn't have control of the chattel, still
forced it, by not allowing that $40,000 to be used to build.
Had another case where the woman's husband was killed, and she decided that
she'd continue farming. And they plain out told her in the office, "There's no
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way. You never were out there in those pig houses. There's no way you can do
it." And she told 'em, she swore she'd do it. And by God, she did too. And we
finally got the loans rewritten in her name and got it to be her operation. But
that took about a year and a half to get that done.
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KM: Now, why don't we go back to the early days when you and Anne Kanten
were getting state funding and stuff. We talked in some of the early days of
the program about whether it was good to go through the state or w h e t h e r it
was better to try and be more independent, and some of the reasons it was
really great to be having the state there for legitimacy and having the access
to legislative funds, and some of the limitations that puts you on, too.
LAK: Well, yeah, when we first started it, in '84, there was no talk that this
was a crisis out here. Flinders were not looking at it, at all. We were known as
very radical people. Using the big boogey man tactic. So we sort of decided
that we probably wouldn't get any funds unless we went to the legislature. The
legislature was nervous about it. I mean, here was this bunch of radicals that
they were going to start to fund. And we brought a couple of carloads from
Thief River came down, and we met with Roger Moe and Stumpf,. and Wally
Sparby, and some of those different people. And got them to see the real need
for it. Got the governor to support it.
KM: How?
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LAK: We met with him. And explained it to him. I remember Bobbi and I
were over a t t h e m a n s i o n o n e n i g h t , t a l k i n g t o h i m . T h a t w a s k i n d o f
impressive. [Laughs] We were trying to impress on him how bad, you know,
what a crisis it was. And what was really coming. And we kept persisting, that
we wanted to see him. And so he finally invited us to the mansion. And we got
there and he had some other big meeting there. So his schedule was way off,
so he said, "I'll send you out for supper and then you come back." And so his
chauffeur took us down to this fancy restaurant, and escorted us in the door,
and said "These two are guests of the Governor, and give them whatever they
would like." And he came back, I don't know, an h o u r - a n d - a - h a l f or two hours
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and picked us up. We sat and giggled a lot. [Laughs] And while we were sitting
there this bunch came in that was Martin Luther King's son, and some people
that he was working with. So we had a chance to visit with him. You know,
for all I know, Jesse Jackson could have probably been there at that time. I
don't remember, you know, who was there.
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KM: Was Perpich basically understanding that there was a crisis but not sure
that he wanted to spend state money, or did he basically see the need pretty
quick?
LAK: Oh yeah. I don't think we had any trouble with him. [End tape side]
Anne Kanten did a big share of that. I mean she really worked hard over at
the Legislature. Talked and talked and talked to these Legislators. And then we
had tried to get different farmers out in their areas to call their legislator and
talk to them. You know, I don't t h i n k the f i n a l vote was all t h a t big of a
margin.
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We were scared to go down there and lobby. We didn't dare do a whole lot of
lobbying. We were supposed to be out here working, and not lobbying, so we
tried to do some. Kanten really was, I mean, she was really i n s t r u m e n t a l in
getting it passed and getting the funding. And some people had gone and just
really explained to some of the key Legislators what an Advocate had done for
them. That first appropriation went t h r o u g h , and there's been f i g h t s on it
every year since. It hasn't been that easy. We've had to work for it every
year. 'Cause there's always been somebody trying to say we were radical, or I
know one time K. J. MacDonald made the statement that it was just Kanten and
her Democrats and that we had strategically placed Advocates in Democratic
districts to help the Democrats get re-elected. So Kanten called me up with that
and so I went through where each one of the Advocates lived, and it was just
amazing. It ended up even-even. There were Advocates in the same n u m b e r
of Republican districts as Democrat districts. So I made a map up and put that
all on it, and sent it to K. J. We never heard that issue again. [Laughs]
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But that's what we had to do. We had to keep putting out these small fires. And
we had to always, we always had to be careful, and keep on our toes. We had to
make sure that we didn't anger a lot of people. And just keep putting out the
little fires. And a couple of the key things, we found Farm Bureau opposed us.
But we found Farm Bureau farmers were going broke, too. So we helped some
key Farm B u r e a u members who then a g r e e d to w r i t e l e t t e r s to the F a r m
Bureau. And we finally got it in their platform. I don't know if it's in there
today, but I think it was the '85 or '86 platform that it was in. Support of the
Advocate Program. We worked to get it into the Farmer's U n i o n platform. I
know I went to the N.F.O. state convention and made a speech about supporting
it. So we had to do those kinds of things.
KM: Did having funding from the state tie your hands in any way?
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LAK: Well, yeah, I think it did at first. We were very careful that we weren't
political. We were very careful about what we said. And the Advocates—and
it's sort of yet that today—the Advocates are out there doing the work. We built
our credibility because we were truthful; we followed through. And it's pretty
much that today, that t h e y ' r e out there doing t h e i r work, and they're not
being political, they're not partisan. There's a few of us that kind of fall by
the wayside on that. [Laughs] But I think we had to do that. For a few years, to
gain our credibility and to get people to believe our issue was s a v i n g the
family farm. And that we would work hard to do it.
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KM: It seems like if people around the state would have tried this, it might be
really hard to get, you know, there wouldn't be an Anne Kanten around and it
might be hard to get the Legislature to support it directly. If someone in a
different state were to start this, would it be possible to do the same things? If
you j u s t set up y o u r own c o r p o r a t i o n and became an advocate p r o g r a m
independently. Is it really that essential to have that kind of state backing to
get this kind of thing r u n n i n g ? To be able to tell that you're being seen as
good folks?
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LAK: Well, it really helped us. I was going in with farmers saying: "I'm Lou
Anne Kling, I'm a farmer. I'm helping rny neighbor." They'd go, "Big deal."
But when I could come in and say, "I'm Lou Anne Kling, I'm a Farm Advocate
on contract with the Minnesota Department of A g r i c u l t u r e , " boy, that went
credibility right now. And so to me it was a very important move. It took away
that fear of us, because now we were with the bureaucratic outfit. You know?
We couldn't be radical if we worked for them.
So it did help us on that end. I think I've been to about 14 states, and helped do
training with a variety of groups. Some the states have tried to sponsor, some
are local organizations, and every one of them seems to be having quite a bit
of trouble, getting f u n d i n g , k e e p i n g the t h i n g g o i n g , k e e p i n g o r g a n i z e d ,
h a v i n g a good f l o w of i n f o r m a t i o n out to the Advocates. I d o n ' t t h i n k
anybody's ever started a farm advocate organization except North and South
Carolina. And they went under the Rural Advancement Fund. And they have
now set up centers down there. I j u s t got a letter from them a couple of
months ago. They have hot-line operators and centers, and so they're still not
advocates r e a l l y . They answer the p h o n e and they help people w i t h the
paperwork, but they still don't have enough people and enough trained to go
with farmers to all their meetings. I mean, I don't think there's anybody that
has ever been able to duplicate our program.
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Some of them are doing amazing well with it, with
with. Of course we're fortunate because we've got
Group here. None of them have that to work with.
Jirn Massey and L y n n e Hayes, and R a n d i Roth,
Because nobody has that close a contact with them.

what they've had to work
the Farmers' Legal Action
We're fortunate. We have
and you know, company.

And some of 'em, some of the state, where the state has gotten involved, they
were just way too scared to have radical farmers as Advocates. First of all, they
didn't like the name "advocate" so they changed it to "counselors." That was
one of the big things. There's always been a move to get us to quit using the
name "Advocate." There's always been a push on that. And people have come
to me, many times, and said, "Let's change the name." And I just said, "No way."
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That's our t r a d e m a r k . We're Farm Advocates. We're here to support the
farmer. And I don't think we need to change our name. I've stood real tough
on that. And there's been people trying to change it, but most of them are
peer counselors or credit counselors, and I j u s t t h i n k they lose what they're
out there to do. A credit counselor? You know, who you w o r k i n g for? The
f a r m e r or the state? The bank or whoever? And that's the way farmers
experienced it. And they weren't farmers helping farmers, and so they didn't
know that feeling, they didn't have that gut reaction.
I was out in Montana or North Dakota, one of those states, and this farmer came
to me and he said: "I had my credit counselor out from the state. He carne from
the state. And I want to show you the work-up he gave me. Because," he said,
"I don't like it, and I don't think it's right." It was just totally wrong. It was off
the wall, and what it was was a liquidation plan. And so when I went over it
with him, I said, "Well, what did he explain to you, why he did this?" "Well, he
just thought that I could never make it, so this is the plan he put together." I
said, "Well did he sit and put it together with you?" "Oh no, no. He just took all
my facts and he went back to his office and put it together."

ne
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And I think that's where we're getting the point. We are farmers. We sit and
work with the farmer. We let the farmer decide what he wants to do. And I
think that's some of the parts that we have to keep stressing with our program.
That it's the farmer's farm. And he has to; I can't decide what's good for him.
He has to decide what he is willing to fight for and stand up for.
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So I think that's some of the differences we have that I don't see coming out in
some of the other state programs, simply because it's not farmers. It's retired
bankers, retired extension, retired FrnHA personnel. People don't trust them.
You know? They've been through the wringer with them and they don't trust
them. [Break in the tape.]
KM: We were talking about this is a program of farmers helping farmers.
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H: Maybe this would be a good time to get into the impact that the Advocate
Program has had. The last note I had was that--
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KM: We talked about how counselors, you're not q u i t e sure who t h e y ' r e
working for, and it's different from being an Advocate. Can you say, who do
the counselors work for and what is the difference? Say more about that.
LAK: Well, in some of the other states they've started a program like ours.
The state bureaucracy gets pretty nervous about saying "advocates." So they
use "peer counselors," "credit counselors," those kinds of names. And it's
where they're working, where a state has tried to make an advocacy type
organization, but the farmer wonders who they are working for, because they
are ex-bankers and Extension, teachers, and, you know, a variety. And it seems
that they don't have the gut feeling of the importance of the land and staying
on the land, and retaining ownership. Because they haven't been there, they
haven't done that.
KM: I also think that sometimes when you have someone whose profession is
to be a counselor that their idea of being professional gets in the way of being
helpful or really challenging lenders like they could?
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LAK: Well, yeah. They want to be the nice guy. I even see that with lawyers
working with farmers. The professional people want to sit and have t h e i r
little chit-chat. You know, the farmer's lawyer, and the lender's lawyer, and
the lender. Those people want to go off into a corner and have their little
professional g a t h e r i n g , and g e n e r a l l y leave the farmer s t a n d i n g on the
outside. I think that's one of the other reasons that the mediation program in
Minnesota has worked out so well. It's because most of the mediators are
farmers, too. It's never been stated, but I can look and see. I think that maybe
they took an idea from us, that, you know, the whole farmer helping farmer, is
a new way of thinking in Minnesota.
KM: Why did you have the idea that farmers should help farmers instead of
going out and hiring a bunch of professional counselors in the first place?
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LAK: Well, I guess it came from when I just started working with some of the
farmers that needed help in my area, and found out that nobody was t e l l i n g
them the truth. Nobody was telling them anything. The farmer was supposed
to be blind and just follow, and not ask questions, and 1 guess it just came from
hands-on experience of f a r m e r s h e l p i n g f a r m e r s , that we seen w h e r e the
trust started to b u i l d . We're not, you know, we're not dumb because we're
farmers. And that whole image of a dumb farmer, or the farmer saying, "Oh,
I'm just a farmer," or "I'm a dumb farmer." When another farmer comes and
helps 'em, it's like going out and planting a field together. Or, it's like--I just
can't quite put it into words, what it means. But it's b e i n g a n e i g h b o r again.
Being a community again. And h e l p i n g each other instead of h o p i n g your
neighbor goes broke so you can get his land. It's hoping your neighbor stays
so you can work together.
I think there's more to that than just all of that. But I don't know how to get it
out in words.
But I think the key word to all of this is "trust." I think the key to our whole
Advocate Program has been trust.
KM: Say more about trust. Who trusting what?
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LAK: Farmers trusting us. Just the other day I had a farmer in who started
naming off all of the places that he had been for help. And he said, "I've been
told that you guys were here in Granite. But" he said, "I'd also been told how
radical you were." So he said, "I thought, 'Boy, I'm not g o i n g to get m u c h
cooperation from my lenders if I use somebody like that.'" So he started telling
about he had been to doctors, he had been to Extension, he had been to the
vocational school, he had been to F a r m M a n a g e m e n t , he had been over to
Southwest State. I mean he had quite a list of people he had talked to. He had
been on the phone to places in Minneapolis. You know, I should have wrote
'em all down, all the places he went. And he said, "You know? I've heard more
from you in five minutes of practical help," he said, "then I got from any of
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the rest of em." He said, "Nobody would quite tell me the truth." He said, "They
all kind of beat around the bush on what they were saying. It was all 'Maybe
this' and 'Maybe that and maybe this.'" And he said, "You .sat down and looked
at my papers and said this and this and this and this." And he said, "I want to
stay working with you."
And I've had that happen so many times. They don't get a straight answer or
they don't get an answer. I call it "talking in farm language." You know, they
don't talk to 'em, in common, everyday language.--It's about like this weekend.
Jerry and I listened to the tape "How to Talk Minnesotan." As far as I'm
concerned, that's how to talk farm language, most of that. And they don't talk
to people that way. And I probably can't even give you specific words. And
they know that because we are farmers, most of us have been t h r o u g h the
financial fight, that we care about the land, that we care about staying here,
and to help others. So I think that that makes part of the difference. We know
what it feels like.
KM: You said no one in other states has ever been able to duplicate the
program h e r e . W h a t are some of the t h i n g s a b o u t d o i n g a p r o g r a m in
Minnesota that really make it special and unique here?
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LAK: The very first thing is because we have Anne Kanten, sitting as Deputy
Commissioner of A g r i c u l t u r e . That's the number one reason our program
works so well.

M
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Number two is because we have Farmer's Legal Action Group, Jim Massey,
Lynne, Randi. And I mean you can even just go on down the line now, all the
people that support us. The Attorney General's office fully supports us. They
recommend anybody that calls in there with farm problems, they recommend
them back out to us. We just have a whole raft of support from the state level.
I don't think any other state has that, farmers have that kind of support.
KM: Are the farmers just different here?
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LAK: Well, yeah, we're a little on the radical side here in Minnesota [Laughs].
I mean we always have been. We've always been known as the leader state, in,
you know, going after. You know, you do the Holiday--
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I guess that's probably one thing I would really like to touch on. One of the
people that have really kept me going is John Ennesvedt. John Ennesvedt,
who is a Holiday, old Holiday organizer. You know, John isn't apparently isn't
feeling well. I haven't seen him for a while. But John used to come real often.
And he always related to me that our Advocate Program was an extension of
the Advocate Program they had back in the '30s. That each county had—
DH: Councils of Defense is what they were called.
LAK: Is that what they were called?

DH: That's what the oral history book said.
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LAK: Okay. And when a farmer was having financial difficulties, he went to
those three farmers and they went with him to help him negotiate his loans.
And so John said, "All you're doing, you know, you're picking up the extension
of what we had in the Holiday." And a lot of the ways of things that we did is
what John would tell me: different ways to negotiate, and how to hang tough
without getting mad. He's j u s t been a real inspiration to m a k i n g this whole
thing go.
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DH: How do you hang tough without getting mad?

LAK: That's an art that you learn. [Laughs] It's hard. And when I used to
smoke, why, it was always cigarette break time. If I c o u l d feel that I was
loosing control, and I have a real philosophy that once you lose control you
might as well go home because you've lost your art of negotiating. 'Cause
that's exactly what they want to have happen to you, so my idea of a good
negotiator is one that will get the other side to lose control, because you want
it. And so you become very cagey when you're in there, trying to be nice and
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smile, and yet you're doing all the things you want to do to make him lose
control, make him or her. Mostly it's hims, although I negotiated with a lady
County Supervisor yesterday. Which was different, because I have not had
that happen, hardly at all. Just a couple of times.
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I'm w o r k i n g with a couple t h a t are not farmers. They've h a v e a h o u s i n g
problem. Remember the movie of the retarded couple, disabled couple that
wanted to get married? These people remind me of them. He has a real bad,
you know, the "hiyah, yah, yah" like that. But he's got a full-time job and he's
supported 'em. They got married and they had a baby, and she's now grown up
and left home. They bought a house. Used FHA financing, and because he's
worked at his job and gotten pay increases they told him he couldn't have any
more help with his interest. And so they have him at t h i r t e e n - a n d - a - h a l f
percent interest. Well he found a banker that would r e f i n a n c e it with ten
percent, and so he went to FHA to get refinanced and she said, "Well, we got to
recapture our loan interest. That's $22,000. We've got to recapture all that."
And I don't know how they got rny name, but they came to see me one day, and
so I went with them yesterday and it was a woman supervisor. And it was just
amazing that story that I heard yesterday when I was in at that meeting: "Oh,
sure they can refinance. No problem. No, there won't be any recapture. Oh,
no. That property isn't worth that. There's nothing there to recapture. They
can refinance it. We'll just close the record on them. No problem whatsoever."
Just very interesting how the story totally changed. When we got outside this
couple said—I mean they were angry--"How come we had to take a bodyguard
with us to make sure we get told the truth?" And they were very simplistic in
what they were saying. And that's, you know, very basic. That's exactly what's
going on out here. But that was a woman, and she was s h a k i n g like a leaf
when I came in there. [Laughs] I thought that was quite funny. I mean I got
along fine with her; we didn't have any problem. I had the reg books. I laid
them down on the desk, and she knew dang well that I knew what was what.
And so there was no more pulling the wool over anybody's eyes. Where was I
at before I veered off on--??
KM: About getting the other side to lose control in negotiations.
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LAK: Yes. I would always say, "Woop! Time for a cigarette break." And I have
always talked with people I'm going in with to say "If you feel like y o u ' r e
losing control, and that you want to punch 'em, or do something that shouldn't
be done. Make up any excuse to get out of the room. Because once you do that,
it's all over with." And so they've done it. I mean there's been many a farmer
that's pulled on my arm saying [whispers] "Gotta get out of here." And we'll
just call a break. Now in mediation you just automatically have those breaks
that you can take.
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The other thing that I really tried to do a lot is when I work with a farmer to
make sure that he knows his paperwork frontwards and backwards. And that
he will do most of the negotiating. And that I try not to do a lot. I t h i n k it's
important that they do their own. And it's so much fun, when you give 'ern
that knowledge, to watch 'em use it. And most of the farmers become real good
negotiators, when you work with them. When you have enough time to work
with 'ern, to work with 'ern on how to negotiate. And when we work with them
on writing up a proposal, how to write that proposal, what areas have you got
for 'give' areas. Because I talk to them about everybody's got to feel like they
won. Everybody's got to feel like they win something. And so if you put these
five things as what you want for your settlement but three of them you can
give up on, but there's two points that you're going to hang tough on, you can
make this thing roll by saying, "Well, all right, you're right. I shouldn't ask
you to do that. That's too much" That gives him the feeling that he's won. He's
won a point. And I've seen it work time and time and time again, I've seen it
work, where you've given something, they've given something, and you end
up going out of there what you both want.

But when you work with a farmer, when you can really have time to work
with a farmer and put all this together, and then watch him r e a l l y h a n d l e it
through, it's really fun to watch. And that's where some of our Advocates are
from today, is that very same thing. So it becomes an art. There's no doubt
about it, it becomes an art. I guess in the lending world I'm known as a hard
negotiator. And I don't think that's because I got some miracle-type skills. I
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think it comes because I believe in what I'm doing and I believe in what I'm
fighting for. And so I w o u l d n ' t call it "hard" n e g o t i a t i n g . I would c a l l it
"fighting for what I believe in."
KM: How do you force the other side to lose control? What do you do?
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LAK: I don't know if I so much try to force 'ern to lose control as you keep
laying the truth in front of them. You're trying to make them acknowledge it
or accept it. I mean, it was like what I did yesterday with that FmHA guy. The
more questions I asked h i m , the m o r e n e r v o u s he got, and the m o r e he
stumbled, because he didn't want the rest of the table to know what kind of
p r o g r a m s they h a d . And the more I p u s h e d on h i m , and t h e n w h e n he
stumbled and said, "I don't know how you want me to answer this," you know,
and then I was able to come back, "Well, with the truth," which a n g e r e d him
that he let himself get caught like that. And then when I j u s t , as a closing
statement to that a r g u m e n t , "Well, I think this is all garbage, because I'm
doing it across the state." My experience coming in there, I could contradict
what he was saying because I've done it. And so I t h i n k t h a t ' s the o t h e r
helpful part of this Advocate Program, is 'cause we don't o n l y w o r k in the
Montevideo office or the Madison office. But we're going across boundaries of
all of these offices, plus into other states. I have that behind me. It's like the
Federal Land Bank guy said, "Oh, we never go below 9.75." And I just looked at
him, you know. "I've written more loans than you have at 8%. For five years."
You know, let's be fair. And I was n e g o t i a t i n g w i t h F e d e r a l L a n d Bank
yesterday, early afternoon. And that's what I said to that guy, "Why ain't you
fair?" I said, "Why do you keep pitting farmers against farmers?" I said, "Here
you're telling this guy you can give him 9.5, you got to write it onto the back of
a loan," I said, "I was here last Friday with a farmer that we wrote it at 9% for
five years, and they're going to forgive it. Now why can't you be fair with
everybody? And his loan was in worse shape than this one today." You know?
And they just go--

It's the same office. The same outfit. The same building. Why aren't you fair?
And that's what angers them. You know? And then like the farmer yesterday,

26

ot
a
M Fa
in rm
ne A
so d
ta vo
H ca
is te
to O
ric ra
al l H
So is
ci tor
et y
y P
ro
je
ct

he said, "Why have you lied to me? I want to know why you've lied to me.
You've lied to be about this. You lied to me about that. You lied to me about
this." And the loan officer just k i n d of sat h a n g i n g his head. And he said,
"Well, answer me. Don't sit there and hang your head. Answer me. Why did
you lie to me?" Well, he would not answer him. He would not say anything. So
you know that he lied to him. Well, what it did was it got him mad. Well he was
j u s t s e e t h i n g u n d e r n e a t h , but he c o u l d n ' t do a n y t h i n g a b o u t it. And we
weren't m a k i n g any moves to leave. And I said, "Well, we c a m e in h e r e
because of this document. Now are you going to change it or a r e n ' t you?"
"Well, um, uh--" What we finally got him to do was to say, "Well, okay. I'll
check into it." Well, we gave him all the background, so what we did was we
didn't end it.
We didn't get anything out of that session yesterday. Well, we got a couple of
things. The f a r m e r got it off his chest. And he f o u n d out that it w a s n ' t
something wrong with h i m . That he hadn't imagined or any of this. That the
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loan officer really hadn't told him any of this stuff. So it got that feeling off of
him. And yet we've got the door still opened to keep pushing, to try to get it
changed. And I t h i n k that's how you help the farmer u n d e r s t a n d how this
whole process works. I mean, one of the t h i n g s that farmer l e a r n e d was
"Never again, do I ever, sign a n y t h i n g without having somebody read it." I
mean, h e l e a r n e d that l o u d a n d clear. This d o c u m e n t w a s j u s t done i n
February. He said, "Somebody told me I should bring this down to you and have
you read it, but," he said, "I had my banker look at it. My banker told me it was
a real good deal." So now he knows that they are in bed together. And he can't
trust either one of them. So he knows now that he better seek other help. I
mean, this goes back to this whole trust thing. He trusted his banker, and his
banker isn't helping him. So, you know, I can go into the Extension and the
Farm Management and some of those people, but I don't even want that on tape
because they have now made an effort to start working with us. So, I don't
really, you know, I don't really think I'm gonna touch it. But that's the whole
trust, that's the whole trust t h i n g there. It's happened there too. And they
realize it now.
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DH: I was going to ask about the impact of the Advocate Program. What kind
of a sense do you have of how the Program is changing things? Or do you feel
like it has changed the course of recent history?
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LAK: Well, I think it has definitely changed what has happened in Minnesota.
We haven't done it alone, by any means. There's farmers in Groundswell, and
all of those people have had a part of it. But I think we've been the leaders out
in front with the information, in getting the information out to the farmers.
And also getting them to realize that one or two people can make changes.
That if they start something they can go after it. I think we're going to see, as
our credibility grows, I mean, I seen it last year when Janice and I went to the
Legislature, I could not believe how willing those legislators were to talk to us,
go over the information with us, wanted us to corne back. Our whole legislative
program that we're starting with the Advocate Program came out of Janice and
I meeting with legislators last year. And they asked us to sit down and see what
we thought was wrong, put some stuff together, and get to see them early, so
they can put the legislation together before it even opens next year.
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And I think we're going to see that kind of stuff happening real often. We are
now g e t t i n g — at least R u t h Ann and I are g e t t i n g — and t h a t the calls are
increasing all the time from lenders asking us to help negotiate with other
lenders, especially with the FmHA Guarantee Program. They are coming to us
quite often. Lawyers are calling us all the time, asking for input. And I think
that's going to continue to grow all the time. The mediation I did yesterday, the
banker has a guaranteed FrnHA loan. He never opened his mouth. He just said,
"You take care of it Lou Anne."

The other thing that was fun about the mediation yesterday, was the mediator
I've worked with before. And he said, "You just always do such a good job." He
said, "I'm going to let you run the mediation again this time.": So he doesn't
open his mouth. He just sits there. Yeah. And I get to run the whole show. I
get to say who talks and who doesn't. You know, it's just like I'm the mediator.
And he said, "Well, I've always had agreements when I've worked with you. So
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I'm going to let you do it." So we just trucked right along. I called the next
meeting. That's the way its kind of fun.
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But I see all of those things coming about, and I see us, I see us becoming
looked at as the people with the real answers in the country. And I'm not sure
where that is going to take us. I've thought about that a lot. Because once we
quit doing one-on-one advocating with farmers, we're going to lose our sense
of what's going on out here, too. So we need to continue to work with farmers,
but we also need to find a way that we can share our knowledge beyond sitting
out here. And I'm not sure how, 'cause it will just wear people out if we try to
have them do Advocate work and then go on and do legislative work. So we've
got to figure out some way to share this.
And I think it's going to be through these committees we've formed, sharing
Sharing at our trainings. Oh, I don't know.
KM: Maybe you could expand on this answer a little bit, and say how there's
been Groundswell, there's been the legal [unclear] all of these groups have
been t a c k l i n g the farm crisis in some way or a n o t h e r . C o u l d you maybe
compare what the Advocate Program has done with some of those other things
that are out there too?
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LAK: My first-off gut-reaction when you asked that question, was that nobody
bothered to talk to farmers. You've got all these organizations and all these
people, and there's a lot of farmers w o r k i n g in. these organizations, but it
seems like nobody sits down and talks with the farmers to find out what the
farmers r e a l l y need. And the f a r m e r s t h a t are s e r v i n g on these g r o u p s
apparently don't voice that either. Because sometimes these organizations are
so far off in what they're doing they don't even come close. And then all of
the s u d d e n its on the desks in St. P a u l , and it gets t u r n e d a r o u n d and
misconstrued, and so when it gets to the Legislature, they don't even have a
hint of what we were asking for out here. And I know that full well from the
battle I did with Farmer's U n i o n on the m i n i m u m price b i l l and the
moratorium. You know, we worked hard out here in the counties with farmers
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writing it, farmers putting it together, and got it passed at county conventions,
Farmer's Union conventions. And when it got to the resolution committee at
the state, why the state office took it and rewrote it. An-d it didn't resemble
what we had put together at all. And so Wayne and I decided to take a stand on
it. And I have probably never been treated quite so rudely in my life. When
we asked what had happened to it We asked two questions. We went to the
resolution committee and we said two questions we wanted answered: "Who
gave the state office the authority to rewrite resolutions that came from the
county?" And we wanted to read it. Well, we finally got it to read, and it was
totally different. We never did get an answer on who had the authority to do
that. We took it to the convention floor and I stood up. They read w h a t they
had putfTape ends]
KM: Most of these things are for people to know in the long term.

LAK: Well, I made the motion to amend. And my son-in-law was there and
seconded it. And, normally you make a motion, you get it seconded, and then
you have a right to address the motion you made. They didn't allow me that
'cause I had already spoke once. So it was just lucky that other people in the
crowd—we didn't do a lot of lobbying on it. We felt it had to stand on its merits.
Other people did stand up and speak for it. And it passed. Unanimously.
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And they called me out afterwards and just flat out told me that Farmer's Union
was not going to support it, even though the convention passed it. And that
was the time that Farmer's U n i o n lined up with Farm B u r e a u and the Corn
Growers everybody else, and opposed minimum price. So you have that going
on, you soon learn not to trust that kind of group. We asked to be delegates out
here, after that, to keep t h a t o n g o i n g in the p l a t f o r m . And we asked the
township chair of the Farmer's Union, told him we wanted to be delegates. And
he said he's have to take it t o — t h e y had this little action officers that meet
once a month — and they apparently discussed it. They d i d n ' t k n o w we had a
spy in there, so we knew everything that everybody said about us. So we knew
ahead of time that they had said no. But they had given me a couple of days to
stew on it.
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Anyway, he came over here and said, "Well, I have to tell you that they decided
that they didn't want you to go for their delegate." First of _all, the whole thing
about it was that it was, you know, should have had a meeting, a full meeting of
the membership. That action group has no authority to make these decisions.
And we were gonna challenge it. We had some people who would support us to
challenge it. You see, when you have to deal with that kind of mentality you
kind of lose the fight to challenge it. What's it worth? You go fight and you
get it in the platform and they don't follow it anyway...They said that we were
j u s t m a k i n g a bad n a m e for t h i s o u t f i t out h e r e , so they d i d n ' t w a n t us
representing them.
And so--I don't even know what q u e s t i o n we were w o r k i n g on before we
started that.
KM: What the impact of the Advocate Program has been on other groups,
[unclear] Groundswell had some farmer input for a while, for sure, but that's a
different thing than the U n i o n .
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LAK: Yeah. Well, yeah. They're to the point now where they've gotten pretty
cliquey, and only a small group [Unintelligible], making all the decisions. And
I guess I came up with a lot of r u n n i n g it, and I guess that came up loud and
clear just this past week. At the district meeting they a l l o w e d , it was the
consensus of the group that Nancy [Barsness] would support Groundswell on
this new national women's group we're working to put together. She talked to
Groundswell the other night and said, "Have you sent rny name in yet for
that?" "No. We decided you're not a good enough member to represent us."
They're into the syndrome with than the rest of them.

You know, power goes to the head of these people. And I t h i n k that's one of
the things that has not happened to the Advocate Program. As far as I know,
with any of the Advocates, I don't know any of 'ern, that has let that power go
to their heads and they become b r a g g a r t s , and use that power to f u r t h e r
themselves. I just don't know of any of them that has done that. And I think
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that's probably the big difference between farm organizations and the
Advocates, they're there to help keep farmers on the land. And they're not
there to further their career, or further their goals. And I guess that's what
I've always maintained, as an Advocate, it's not to further my career. I'm not
there to make money. I'm there because I believe in the family farm system.
And I think that's probably the major difference.
And then the other is that we're not trying to sell anybody insurance or any of
that stuff. We're trying to help them keep their farm.
KM: Now, I've heard the criticism of the Advocate Program. I think I used to
like this more when I first heard about the Advocate Program. I don't believe
it now, but I'm sure I heard this a lot, that it's nice to help people with their
individual farm problems, but it doesn't result in like a political answer. You
know? It doesn't' result in farmers challenging the law directly, or something
kind of helps a lot of farmers cross the border, really mobilizes people into a
bigger organization. This is helping people one by one.
LAK: Well, first of all, we never were an organization.
KM: I know that. But--
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LAK: And second, I think the reason that organizations do not survive, is
because they never stop to educate their members. They put the power and the
information into the hands of a few, that get greedy with it and run with it.
And the membership is a bunch of bumbling, stumbling people out here,
trying to do what they think is good, and yet they're kept in the dark. And
then at the point they found out--I mean, it's the same t h i n g as a farmer
working with a lender. When they do find out the truth, they're mad, and they
quit. And I think we're seeing that with Groundswell right now. We see that
happening with then. You know, I've seen it with Farmer's Union. Most of the
farmers that are coming to see me, very few of them have any affiliation left
at all with any organizations. They have all been through the syndrome, you
know, "Why in the hell haven't these people told us? Why haven't they gotten
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this information out to us? All they ever wanted to do was sell me something.
Or have me use their facilities." That's what I see that's happened with
organizations. They haven't serviced the membership.
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KM: I bet that this is a chronic problem with organizations. That when the
first couple of years they don't have much to sell, you sort of provide a real
clear service. But if you do become established after 10 years and you have a
sort o f p o w e r b a s e t h e n i t ' s h a r d t o d o m u c h e l s e t h a n p r o m o t e t h e
organization.
LAK: Right.

KM: How do you keep that from happening in the Advocate Program?
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LAK: I think the only way that we can keep it is if we all continue to do oneon-one. Work with it—And you know, there's been talk about, "Well, Lou Anne,
maybe you should become like a state rep, that goes around and visits with the
Advocates and works with them individual, and do that kind of stuff." But I
resisted that because three months and I would no longer have any valuable
knowledge to go and work with other Advocates and their problems. Because
you get that knowledge by continuously being involved in it and keeping your
hands on. And I see that's what happens with farm organizations, with our
elected officials. They go from here to a new spot, they get out of it, and they
forget what it was all about." And they lose touch, and I think that's why the
Advocate Program has been able to keep going, is because n o n e of us has
moved out of this one-on-one contact we have, where we're on top of what's
going on all the time.
KM: I like that. There's alsoLAK: And so how do we change the whole scheme of things?
KM: There's a need for a farmer's organization, or a rural organization, at
some point to do a different function than what the Advocate Program does.
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Maybe the linkage, or the connections farmers have to this, will help shape a
different organization. Maybe it will become a different organization.
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KM: I guess I d o n ' t l o o k at the A d v o c a t e Program ever to become an
organization, a farm organization. I don't ever see that happening. What I
hope will happen, and I can see some of it, but we need a Pied Piper out here.
We need a leader that won't lose it through a power struggle, or any of this
stuff. We need a genuine, you know, we need a Jesse Jackson out here in the
farm community. That will work with organizing farmers. That will believe
in what he is doing and lead the people.
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What the Advocate's role is going to be in that is getting the right information
to the farmer so he's got the tools to go and do the work. And hopefully giving
him the knowledge, the support, and the courage to get involved in that kind
of a battle. To probably run for office. And to help--I hate to say "educate,"
but I guess that's what I got to use—the farmers that there isn't anybody that's
gonna do it for 'em. They got to do it themselves. And that's one of the other
reasons why I always have farmers do home work, is so that they know first
hand what encompasses taking care of their farm, and how it can be changed,
what has to be done to make it change. And so, when they find out what are
UCC's, what are security agreements, what's in. the security agreement, how do
you change what's in the security agreement, then that's going to give him
the knowledge either to get, if you don't like what's in there, to get up some
farmers together with him, to get to St. Paul and change it, or get elected to go
to St. Paul to change it. I think that's what the Advocate's role is out here, is to
be the people that get the knowledge out there.
KM: I hate to ask this question, but isn't Lou Anne Kling one of the people
that could possibly be that kind of spokesperson for the farm movement?
LAK: Nope. Nope. No way. I don't think so, now. I probably did think so a
couple of years ago. No, I think my role is just exactly what I'm doing. I think
there is somebody else out here that can do it. I'm not a good organizer. I don't
like organizing, I don't like being a part of that. I really enjoy sitting with the
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farmer, and working with him, and making it work. And then watching that
farmer grow. I'd rather be the prod out here, kicking people out into the road
to get 'em going. But that's where I'd rather be.

ot
a
M Fa
in rm
ne A
so d
ta vo
H ca
is te
to O
ric ra
al l H
So is
ci tor
et y
y P
ro
je
ct

I tried my s t i n t r u n n i n g for the L e g i s l a t u r e , and we got to c l e a n up the
political machines out here. They're corrupted, and the only way we're going
to do that is give the farmers' knowledge on how the system works, and I guess
that's why I was so forceful this weekend in making sure that our delegation
ran right, because if it didn't, we had three y o u n g people there who'd
probably never come back again. So I guess I'm a crusader who sees that stuff
is done right. [Laughs] You know, just let's be fair.
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And I think that's what excited me when the Jackson campaign, I mean, here
was this totally diverse group of close to four hundred people. But everybody,
everything was fair, be just, do it right, do it democratic, and there wasn't the
angry words, there was cheers, there was claps for everybody, everybody felt
good, nobody was mad when they didn't get elected. Everybody was h u g g i n g
everybody else. Everybody was s h a k i n g everybody's h a n d . It was j u s t so
refreshing, to be in a crowd where everything was up front and wide open
instead of all the backroom politics, and everything was cut and dried before
you ever went there. It was just so much fun to work with a group like that,
and my dream is that's the kind of farm organizations we can have some day,
so that Farmer Brown isn't hoping Farmer Olson gets hailed out so he can get
his land, or he gets more for his corn. That we can support each other out
here. But we've got a lot of forces that keep dividing us, so it's going to have to
take some powerful movements.

What I keep trying to tell people is that, "Why do you want to wait until we
have to do a revolution to get our land back? We've got it now. Why don't you
do the revolution now to keep it?" So hopefully—well, I'm not sure if I w a n t
this real public, but when I work with the farmer we don't only talk numbers.
We have a lot of social talk too. And that social talk is all about how you've got
to get off you butt and do something. Nobody's going to run for it. You can't
h i d e because y o u ' r e i n f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t y . It's n o t y o u r f a u l t . It's t h e
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economic times. But be proud of it and stand up and say, "I was in f i n a n c i a l
trouble and I took it on myself and I did something about it." Well, we—poof!
I'm really getting going on this! [Laughs]
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DH: That's great.
KM: So what's the next step towards that? What should be happening in the
next five or ten years to make that develop?
LAK: Well, I have a philosophy that somewhere or sometime, someplace, the
right person is going to materialize. That's what I said when I got my divorce.
[Laughter] Somebody said, "Aw, you'll never get married again with five kids."
Somewhere, sometime, someplace, there is someone you can meet that you can
get along with and that you can work together.
I think it's coming. Farmers are reading now. They're starting to look at stuff.
I mean, you've still got your group of farmers out here that are going to be
tough to handle. But I think in five years, ten years, we're going to have a
whole new breed of farmers out here, that h o p e f u l l y w i l l be the k i n d t h a t
won't sit back. Hopefully they'll be the kind that will stand up for their rights.
At least I want to work to try and make sure that's what they are.

M
in

ne
s

I met one farmer, that I'm working with, I think his goal was to get big, and he
got denied at FrnHA 'cause they said he was more than a family-type farmer.
And he came to see me, and I was very straight forward with him. I said, "Well,
I don't agree with the size you're farming now." And I said, "I guess I'd like to
talk to you about that. See what your feelings are." And as we discussed it, he
agreed with rne. He didn't really want to farm that much either. He had
young, little kids, and he said, "I really would like to spend more time with 'em.
But," he said, "I've got so much debt that I can't." And so when I sat and talked
to him, his philosophy is like mine. And so I agreed to work with him. And I
have really caught a lot of hell for doing it. I mean they say, "Ha ha ha, he's
out here to destroy the family farm." And I said, "No he's not." The lender, he's
one of the guys that got caught in the EE trap. The lender poured this money
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out to him. "Well, nobody twisted his arm to take it." And I said, "Yeah, they
really did." Because if he didn't do this and this and this, they wouldn't give
him any money. He had to have some money, because he was in a financial
strap, 'cause he'd come the disaster, the drought of '76 and '77. He had to have
some money to refinance. But to get that he had to do this and this, and I said,
"I just read his file. I just read his history, from 1972. All the way t h r o u g h
that file the Farmer's Home Association, the Farmer's Home Administration,
helped him plan the farm operation he has today. And now today, when he
has made it successful, he's current on all his debt, the Farmer's Home is going
to pull the rug out from under him, and tell him he's no longer a family farm."
So I said, "Somebody that they counseled all the way through," I mean, it said
in there, "He's got to work hard to be successful. He's going to have to put his
whole heart into this, to make it work." And that's what the guy did. He made
it work. And now they're saying, "Whoops! There's a roadblock. You're bigger
than a family farm now." They gave him the money in 1985 to revamp his hog
house to hold 4000 hogs. Today, they're saying you raised 4000 hogs. That's
bigger than a family farm. You can't have FmHA funding." They put him in
the debt set aside program in '85, so he could do this with the hog house.
DH: Incredible.
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LAK: It really is. But I think what I'm doing with this guy is that he's got to
get active if he's going to change what's happening out here. I mean, he's
young. If he wants to stay out here and raise his family, he's going to have to
get active and do something about it. I've got two older farmers t h a t have
promised me on election day that they are going to cover every person in
their township to get them to go to the polls because it's so necessary that
everybody votes. And they have not been involved much at all. They've gone
to some farm meetings and things, but never really been involved. But when I
explained the whole process to 'ern, then they called me up one day and told me
that.
One old guy came from way down by Glencoe. He said, "My neighbor told me
he talked to you, and he said I should come and talk to you." I haven't heard
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from the guy since, so I presume that he's gotten stuff worked out. But we
talked for like four hours. Just sat and talked. We hardly looked at his
paperwork. But we just talked about the whole politics of this, and what needed
to be done, and what needed to be changed. And he's one of the guys that
called me up and said, "We're just going to get everybody out to vote, 'cause
that's the number one thing you got to start to do." And then he said, "I'm
going to start working on them that they got to go to the Capitol and see 'ern!"
[Laughs]
DH: Okay. Tell us about your trip to Washington.

LAK: After I had been going around talking, and after I had been out to Thief
River Falls and seen the terrible mess it was up there, and in looking at some
of the loan programs up there, where they had everybody into the Emergency
Loan program, nobody was in Farm Ownership or Operating. And I can't
remember for sure if it was before the Program started or right after the
Program started, Anne Kanten and I, and the Governor, went to Washington to
have breakfast with this Senator Boschwitz, and Frank Naylor, and Charlie
Schumann from the Farmer's Home Administration. It was pretty exciting to
be asked on that trip. And it was about the crisis in Minnesota and what was
going on.
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And so Anne said, "Well, jot some things down that you have seen happening."
So I sat down, and it was five pages of stuff that I put together.
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KM: Do you have a letter or copy of that?
LAK: I should have it in the office.

DH: That would be good.
LAK: Made some copies of that, and all I did was type some stuff up. It was
very badly done. There was nothing professional whatsoever about it. We had
this breakfast in the Senator's office, this big mansion that he has out there
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for an office. And I was so nervous. And so they served the food, and we ate,
and so the Governor started explaining to the three of them t h i s farm crisis in
Minnesota and what was happening. And he said, "I brought my two best farm
experts to tell you what was going on." And he t u r n e d it completely over to
Anne and I.
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Before we started that I had handed this report to everybody. And I noticed
while Anne and I were both talking that Schumann was just reading through
this, and every once in a w h i l e he'd look up at me and he'd say, "Is this all
true?" And I'd say, "Yeah. I can document it." And I had some letters with,
that farmers had written to document some of the stuff in there. So we told 'em
what was going on here. Specifically, what was happening in the northeast,
northwest, with all the r a i n , and the loans weren't being processed and
nothing was being done. And Schumann would just...He'd read it, and he'd look
at me and shake his head, and he said, "I've never seen a n y t h i n g so terrible."
Well, Boschwitz, I think he sat and read the paper while we were talking, if I
remember right. And Naylor asked some questions. When it was over Naylor
sort of made a statement that we were kind of two hysterical women.
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Anyway, we left. But what came out of that was that's when the Northwest
M i n n e s o t a g o t h i s - - M c L i n n T h e F a r m e r ' s H o m e a p p o i n t e d a special
administrator for just the northwest district. M a u r i c e M c L i n n came in. The
first thing he did was met with the Farm Advocates. And he had a weekly
meeting with the Farm Advocates after that. They, in fact, they had j u s t a
great working relationship. Well, first they sent in an investigative team into
northwestern Minnesota. Schumann sent that team in there, and they just did
a couple offices and t h e y f o u n d - - ! c a n ' t remember--! t h i n k they said 700
applications stuck in a drawer that weren't even being processed. I mean,
e n o u g h s t u f f t h e y f o u n d in a c o u p l e of days w h e r e they c a l l e d b a c k to
Washington, and that's went Schumann sent in this Morris McLind, who took
over that whole area and really set down rules and started things processing.
That's where something finally started m o v i n g . And I'm sure Jan and them
talked about it when he was there. They called him "Mac" I think.
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DH: They didn't talk about that.
LAK: Really? I mean, he was such a major importance up .there.
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DH: Garnette didn't want to talk about anything at all that was controversial.
'Cause I guess they're in the middle of a bankruptcy, and they've been t h r o u g h
the ringer.
LAK: Well, the Advocates up there, that group started some of the farmers and
they figure carne from Stangeland. You know, went after the Advocates, had
them all audited. Had OGC. out here, and, oh God, they went through a real
battle up there. But anyway, this McLinn, he was a retired FmHA personnel.
He was like a state director or something from South Dakota. But he was the
one that started cleaning up.
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Well, we went back to Washington, later. Jirn Nichols, Anne Kanten, and I and
some of the other Advocates. Jim Noyes, and Bobbi and somebody else was
there. And met with the Congressional delegation. We were trying to get
money. Some of the Farmer's Home m o n e y was in one f u n d , and we were
trying to get it moved to another fund. I can't remember all the details on that.
But we met, and we met with the Congressional delegation. And then we had a
press conference lined up with Charlie Schumann! I mean I can't believe that
we did all of these things! When I stop and think about this it blows my mind.
Here we were sitting around the table at this press conference with the head
of the Farmer's Home Administration and our Congressman, saying "Can you
open up this money and move it?" And Schumann was, "I don't know if I can."
And so Vin Weber said, "Well, why don't we go see John Block? He ought to
know." And so he set up a meeting for the next morning with John Block! And
I'm thinking "Wow!" [Laughs] "I'm just really traipsing around Washington!
But as we were walking into that meeting, at the press conference, Schumann
spotted me right away. "Lou Anne, come here. I need to talk to you." And he
said, "I used your report that you gave me." He said, "I've never been so
horrified by anything in my life." And he said, "It really bothered rne to think
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that I'm head of an organization that's letting things happen like that." And so
he said, "I went across the country, and had regional meetings with all the
district directors, and I used your report." He said, "I should have called and
got your permission first." He said, "I hope that you'll grant it to me now." I
said, "Sure." [Laughter] He said, "I told them that never in rny life did I ever
want to see another report like that again, and they better start following the
regulations." It was shortly thereafter he left the job. So I have no idea if that
had something to do with it. I'd like to think it had something to do with it, but
I really felt he was sincere in that.
But anyway, went to see Block the next day and Block wouldn't let the farmers
in. He would let the congressmen in, but he wasn't going to let the farmers in.
Jim Nichols, he would not let Jim Nichols in, but he let Anne Kanten in, but not
Jim Nichols. [Laughter] Oh, Willard Brunelle was the other one that was with.
The next morning, Nichols and Bobbi went home the night before, and so
here's Kanten and Noyes and me and Brunelle sittin' there in John Block's
reception room. And here comes the whole contingency of people. Willard
Brunelle just never said anything to anybody. He just jumped up and went
over beside one of the Congressmen and said, "I'm walking in with you. They
won't let us in." And I mean they made that a stipulation, the farmers couldn't
get in there. And so Brunelle went in with them. And so Noyes and I said,
"God, why didn't we do that?" Well, we kind of sat there.
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Well, about this time, here comes Charlie Schumann. And he says, "Well, what
are you doing sitting out here?" And I said, "Block won't let us farmers in."
And he said, "Oh you come in with me." I said, "No, I'd rather not."
DH: Oh no! [Laughs]

LAK: I mean, the honesty of the farmer just jumped ahead of any logic with
me. You know, it came out, "No they said I couldn't go in there, so I better not."
Well, when they got done and came back out, I guess Vin Weber, I said to him,
"It really ticks me off now that I sat here. That I wasn't allowed in there." I
said, "I want to see that dude." He said, "Okay." So he hauled me back to John
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Block's office. I was totally surprised, he wasn't any taller than rne! I always
thought he was a big guy. And there this little [unclear] was. [Laughs]
All I had the chance to do was to shake hands. [Laughs/Laughter]
Did you have an electric shocker or anything? [More laughter]
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DH:

LAK: I mean, he was just off in another climate. At least I seen his office and
shook his hand, and can say I was there.
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So that was our trips to Washington, which were successful, because we did get
the money moved. I just can't remember what funds we moved it from, but we
did get the fund moved and we did open up some more money. And I think we
really put Minnesota on the map as being forceful with both the Department
of Ag and with the Farmers Home. I know I called out there, it's getting to be a
year, a year-and-a-half ago, I called out to Farmers Home. You know, I call
Washington. When I want an answer, I call Washington. Because I don't get
an answer any other place. And I don't remember what I was looking for. The
people I was asking for weren't there, so I kept going deeper into the level of
people, and finally this one guy came on the phone and he said, "Who am I
talking to?" And I said, "Lou Anne Kling from Minnesota." "Lou Anne Kling?
Do you know how often your name comes through here?" [Laughs] I said, "Oh,
no idea." He said, "What are you people doing in Minnesota?" He said, "Boy
you've really shook this place up." I said, "Really?" He said, "Well, whatever
you're doing, keep it up!" It's pretty exciting to get that k i n d of a response
when you call Washington.
DH: Uh huh. I would say it would be pretty surprising, too.

LAK: Yep. Well it was. I was really shocked. And I went out and testified.
Congressman Townes from the Bronx, I think, was the one that c a r r i e d the
legislation. He's a black congressman from the Bronx. He started, or carried
the legislation—him and English — on changing this county committee. And I
went out and testified for some of that stuff for him. It was pretty interesting.
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It was quite a few black people that came up and did some testifying, because
they were the ones that were really getting underrepresented. And I had been
down to the Carolinas and done training with a lot of 'enr. So I knew most of
'em. So we went out to have l u n c h afterwards, and my Congressman came
through the lunchroom, and there was about 15 of us sitting there, and there
were all black. And he was just, "Lou Anne! What are you doing there?"
But its been different for me to get used to that. Because all I do is work with
white people out here. So it was fun to go down to the southern states and do
training where there was black farmers. We don't have black farmers. It was
a real eye opener to see--I mean, we think we've got it bad. It's nothing
compared to what those people are going through. One of my dreams I have is
an exchange program with farmers.
KM: Wisconsin's been doing that.

LAK: I'd love to take Mr. Conservative Farmer from southern Minnesota and
take him down to South Carolina and let him work on a poor black tobacco
farm for a week. I mean, live in the house, and do the whole works. Yeah, I
think Wisconsin's doing it with Mississippi, aren't they?
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KM: And they've had like school kids go back and forth, and trade houses for a
month or two. It's really amazing what connections that brings.

M
in

LAK: Yeah. Yeah, I really would like to get that started in Minnesota. The
other thing that Larry Olson and I also have talked about trying to do is get just
city people out. You know? Start doing some of that. They've really worked on
that, and they've had two scheduled and ended up canceling 'em because they
just couldn't get people to participate.
KM: That shouldn't be that hard to do. I know it's harder than it ought to be.
LAK: Then as you get that done here, then moving, spreading those wings
further and further. And I really hope, because my kids have been so

L
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involved in this, that they will do a lot of that too. I look to Jeremy to be my
protege. [Laughs]
DH: Jeremy, your grandson?
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LAK: Yep.
KM: I think it's time to do his autobiography now, so we can [unclear]

LAK: [Laughs] I knew that I had told some people about his little tussle in
school, but apparently people have been talking about it, too, because you
don't know how many people came up to Jeremy at the convention. And when
I would introduce him they would say, "Oh, are you the one that had the little
tussle with the kid in school?"
DH: What was that about?

LAK: This kid was calling Jackson a "nigger," and Jeremy came and punched
him. And he got kicked out of school for it. Ken did an interview with him, did
a story on him. [Chuckles] And so Jeremy says, "Oh, Grandmother, you must
have told everybody about that." [Chuckles]
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KM: That was a nice story to do.
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LAK: Yeah. I told him, "When you stand up for what you believe in, you've
got to tell people about it, so that they know that's the kind of person you are.
And then they will look to you for leadership to do that." Well, he says, "Oh,
okay." And he was sitting there when I got into it with the delegation too.

And you know, I have really tried not to lose my temper any more, at all. I
really tried to control that. 'Cause I just don't think it's worth it. After going
through all this whole Resource Center mess and the nights I didn't sleep, and
the screaming I did, you know, it didn't get me any further. In fact all it did

44

was harm me. So you can make your point a lot easier by staying cool and
calm.
KM: Oh, well, you couldn't have resolved the Resource Center controversy
simply by remaining cool and calm.
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LAK: Well, no, they had to have action.
KM: Yeah.

LAK: Yeah. But I mean, when I look back on it now, going to those monthly
meetings and getting so a n g r y , and g e t t i n g mad and w a l k i n g out of the
meeting, and that kind of stuff. We should have been much more actionoriented, and forced issues much, much sooner than we did. But we were
trying to be the nice guy.
KM: You had to wait for the rest of the Advocates to really realize what is
going on to take a stand there too.
LAK: God, it was a mess.
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KM: One of the questions that we've asked every other Advocate so far: What
changes would you like to see in the Advocate Program over the next couple of
years?
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LAK:: I guess the thing that's helped me that I'd like to see is that office in
town. It's great to have someone answering the phone for you. I mean, look at
how little my phone has rung today, and you've been here before when my
office was at home. I mean it was a twenty-four hour, seven day. And I
couldn't take it. I couldn't keep up with it. And all of the Advocates, at some
time, are going to eventually see that. Some of the Advocates are saying, "Oh,
but nobody calls us. We must not be any good." They've got to remember that
I've been doing this for six years. You know? They haven't been in there that
long.
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And you will look at the ones that've been in there the full four years? They
were busier than the new ones. It takes time. You've got to build y o u r
credibility. And so to me, having that office in town, and having a secretary,
having a place for people to come so that my home is home again. That is what
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I'd hope to see. And I would like to see an Advocate office in every county. At
least the 50 agricultural counties. And I guess what irritates rne so is this is
what took off on the Resource Centers, was Kanten and I talked about this, how
it would be nice to see an office in every county of the 50 Ag counties. So that
there was always a place for farmers to go to that were having difficulties, and
probably base it out, broaden it out, so that it was a place for people to go that
were having difficulties that we could help them with or help them find the
good people to go to. And they stole our idea, and they ruined it, and they
wrecked it. And I guess that's what I'm so [Side ends]
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LAK: go forward and do that. And that will somehow become a c o n t i n u a n c e
instead of just a crisis. It's like the eternal vigilance. If we ever get anything,
if we ever succeed in anything, we're going to always have to keep a watchful
eye. And I think one of the pieces of philosophy that John Ennesvedt taught
me was that "You can't ever go to sleep." If you win something, you've got to
watch it all the time, because there's always the force out there to take it away.
And I think we've seen it real plain with our legislation. They're chipping
away at that. If people aren't aware of it and on top of it, they're going to chip
it away to nothing left.

M
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So that's my dream. Someday.

DH: Did John draw his circle parallel back to the Holiday, as far as your dream
being chipped away, or the work you've done being chipped away?

LAK: Yep. He said everybody went to sleep. He said everybody went to sleep.
They had a law passed. You know? They got the Steagall Amendment passed
eventually. He said everybody went to sleep. Everybody fell back into the old
syndrome, and he said, "We lost it." And he said, "We got to do the fight all over
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again." And he said, "That's why it's so important that your kids are going with
you and doing this, because they'll remember the struggle." You start asking
people my age what their parents did during the Holiday movement. They
don't know. They don't have any idea. Their parents never talked about it,
they never told 'em about it. They have no knowledge of it. And it's like my
one brother says, "I'm not going to let my kids grow up like I did." Well, what
happened is he's having a lot of problems with his kids right now, because he
didn't teach them the values of growing up. And that's where we're wrong in
this stuff.
That's one thing that Farmers Union has that I like, is that they have a youth
program, such as it is. I mean it needs a lot. You know, there's so much to do I
wish sometimes I could split up into about fifty people, 'cause there's so much
to do. And I got the youth program. When we moved out here and started
Farmers Union, because I went to it as a kid. And so I got it going again out
here. And it's still going today. I mean, it isn't much, but my kids are in it.
And [unclear] they even had a meeting last year. My kids have always gone to
camp. It was, I think, the first year. Maybe last year they didn't go. You
know, they're into other kinds of camps. I t h i n k that's important that we
educate the youth. But they're getting the wrong kind of education on a lot of
the stuff.
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One of the things that got me really active in the political system was way
back. I think we'd just moved out here. I was a chaperone for the Farmers
Union Youth Group. After so many years you win an award to the camp in
Colorado, and I was the chaperone on this busload of kids from Minnesota and
Wisconsin that went to Colorado. And while we were there the lesson for them
at that camp was the whole political process, from precinct caucus to county
convention. And that's where I really first hand learned that whole political
system and got interested in it. And came back that next year and got involved
in the political stuff. So there's good stuff. And I know a couple of people who
were on that trip are today, a couple of those kids, are politically active. So
there is the stuff out here to do it with if we could get people committed, but
there's still just too many people that want George to do it. There for a while
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I'd start speeches saying, "I've got bad news to bring you people today, George
died." You'd have this look on their face, and I said, "Now you've got to do it
yourself. So it's a good thing that you came to this meeting so you could find
out how to do it, because George died and now you've gotta do it yourself."
[Chuckles]
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So there is ways and means, if people would just grab a hold.

DH: I thought we could talk for a few minutes about how your work as an
Advocate affected your family life when you first started. You mentioned your
phone ringing. What was it like on you and your kids and on Wayne?
LAK: Well, they were all really supportive. My whole family has been
supportive the whole time. But they did get tired of it, because we were never
alone here. The kids would come home from school, there would be people
here, or I'd be on the telephone. I think Wayne said one time something about
he was sure that I'd grown a telephone out of my ear. You know, there was
many, many, many nights they all went to bed, and I was sitting here on the
telephone, or sitting here with a farmer.
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They were good about it. They pitched in and helped, but it was also starting to
be irritable. And when farmers are in desperation and need help, they
sometimes aren't as sensitive to other people, you know privacy. They were
here on Sunday mornings. They were here on Wednesday nights. And they
were good. Wayne and Mitch and Matt spent a lot of time doing...it was at the
time Groundswell was doing protests, so they were going to a lot of that. We
always had a lot to talk about in this house when we would finally get five
minutes to talk to each other. It became very straining. And then after I got
sick, why, I knew that we had to change. Something had to change.

The day after I got home from the hospital, I couldn't stand it 'cause I wasn't
supposed to answer the telephone. So I f o u n d cord and r i g g e d up the
telephone so I had it over on the davenport. We had seventeen phone calls!
And I was supposed to be taking it real easy [Chuckles] And the farmers were
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calling to say, "Oh, we've really been worried about you, and we're glad you're
okay, and just wanted to call and tell you that. Could you answer just one
question?" [Laughs/Laughter] So it just works so much better this way, now.
We've got the house back. Weekends now the phone doesn't ring.
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At first I was real tight about giving out my home telephone number. Since
the office has become known as a viable office, I quite freely give out my
home number now. And they know that if they need to they can call rne here
at home. I don't want to say they treated me with more respect, because I don't
think that's it. But they honored more that I had some time off. So it's just
really nice. When I decide to take a day off, they've got somebody to talk so. So
they don't feel they're hitting an empty wall.
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And yet there's points I miss about not having a farmer come here, too. I
mean, the more relaxed atmosphere. The more personal touches that you can
do with it. So I work real hard to make sure that I still have that kind of
relation with a farmer, or with a farm family. That we spend time talking
about their family, and their beliefs, and their likes and dislikes, I always try,
when a farmer first comes to see me, I always try to spend at least 15 minutes to
half an hour just visiting with him about his b a c k g r o u n d , and where he's
from. It's kind of the Norwegian blood in me. Got to find out about everybody.
"What'd you say your Dad's name was now?" [Laughter] You know, but kind of
find out—to me it's interesting to find out what n a t i o n a l i t y they are. I like
doing that, and so it relaxes them. Makes them feel a little more comfortable.
Takes a little more time, but I think that's what puts us on the personal note.
That's it folks. [Laughs]

