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Judge Bella 
Interview 8/10/93 

Amy Rieger interviewer 

Intro: The following is an interview with Judge Hella, recorded 
on August 10, 1993, at his home in St. Paul, Minnesota. It was 
edited by Diane Morris from telephone conversation alone. The 
tape is restricted, and only information in this transcript may 
be used in audio or written form. 

Rieger: First of all, I'm just going to ask you when and where 
you were born, just so we have that for the records. 

Bella: I was born in Cloquet, Minnesota, in 1908. I went to 
high school there, or was educated there and went to high school 
there, and left there in 1927 to attend the University of 
Minnesota. 

Rieger: Right here in Minneapolis? 

Bella: Yes. I graduated with a Bachelor in Civil Engineering, 
in 1931. 

Rieger: Okay. Now from there, I understand in 1933, that's when 
you began your career in State Parks, is that correct? 

Hella: This is right. 

Rieger: First of all, what did you do in the interim between 
1931 and 1933. 

Bella: Worked. Nearly all of our class went with the Minnesota 
Highway Department. This is the depth of the Depression, before 
the Depression programs of the national government, the F.D.R. 
programs, were inaugurated; they were just in the process of 
being inaugurated. I worked in the Plans Department of the 
Highway Department for one year and then took a transfer to the 
field as the field office man. I ended my career at Karlstad, 
Minnesota. We were doing a study on Highway 11, State Highway 
11, a realignment study, that winter. It ended in the spring, 
and I went back home, to Cloquet, to look for a job, frankly. 
And in one day I got three jobs. This was unusual in those 
days, boy, any job was a big thing to get. I got called in by 
the paper mill, 35 cents an hour working in the machine room, 
counter ... [unintelligible]. I had worked for the paper mill 
during the summers and stuff. Incidently, my brother ended up as 
general manager of that paper mill. One day I got a call from 
the paper mill to report to work the next day at 35 cents a hour 
in the machine room, and I got a call from the Highway Department 
to report on a location down in southern Minnesota, a field 
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location, and I also got a telegram from the National Parks 
Service to report to Scenic State Park. And, I reported on, I 
think it's June 12th, 1933. 

Rieger: How did they get your name, just from your working at 
the Highway Department? 

Hella: No, no. While I was out of a job there, in that short 
period when I was laid off by the Highway Department and I went 
back to Cloquet, I read about some programs that was being 
started on soil conservation. And, it didn't mention parks, but 
[did mention] Forestry programs, even the press didn't know too 
much about what was coming. I came down to the Cities here and I 
called up Len Snell. Len Snell was working part-time for the 
Geology Department drawing maps and stuff on campus. So Len and 
I took off that day and we went over to what was then the 
Department of Conservation, which is the Department of Natural 
Resources today. We met with Walter Olson, who was Director of 
Lands and Waters at that time, and frankly, we didn't find him in 
his office. We went down to the University and ran into him just 
coming out of a building. He says, "Yes, I'i:n looking for some 
people for the federal services. II We met him at his office, and 
he took our backgrounds. We had both about the same backgrounds. 
He says, "No question about it, there'll be a job for you. II When 
I got that wire at Cloquet, that was a result of that visit with 
Walter Olson, but it was from the National Parks Service. Conrad 
Wirth, who was from Minneapolis, his dad is Theodore Wirth of the 
Theodore Wirth Park in Minneapolis, and incidently, there 
wouldn't have been a C.C. camp in there except Connie ran the 
whole C.C. National Parks Service camps allover the nation, so 
there was some family stuff going on. Incidently, I got pictures 
taken right over there on that particular day that they dedicated 
that park. 

R~eger: Look at that. 

Hella: But that's Theodore Wirth park, it has nothing really to 
do [with Itasca], but some of those characters of that period are 
very.... Here~s Harold Lathrop right in between there, right 
there, and Harold had worked for Theodore Wirth. There was 
another thing. Conrad Wirth, which (it's too bad you didn't get 
a chance to meet him, he's quite a guy), had nationwide insisted 
that State Parks were under other jurisdictions, they should 
establish a separate jurisdiction for them. I think his dad had 
a lot to do with that. Now his dad, I told you yesterday, was a 
personal, good friend of the Governor Floyd B. Olson, so this is 
why they split the Parks off from Forestry. That was a temporary 
split. State Parks were first set up in 1934 on a temporary 
basis by Governor's orders. It did not become a division, a 
legal division, until 1935 when the Division of State Parks was 
established by the legislature. That's all I'm going to say 
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about that. 

Rieger: But we have Wirth and the Governor to thank for that. 

Hella: Oh, yes, yes. I told you yesterday that this is a cute 
story, I think, and it's all speculation on my part. But that 
happened at St. Croix. And, I'm almost certain that they moved 
out. ... How did they take that resettlement project on the St. 
Croix River right outside of Hinckley, about 20 miles outside of 
Hinckley, on the St. Croix River? First of all, Theodore Wirth 
was Minneapolis Parks Superintendent. He got himself involved in 
areas outside the city limits. I've got one of his reports, 
southwest Bloomington area, all of that area down there, the 
Minneapolis River area. Well, he had to have something to do 
with the fact that this area was picked and it had potential 
recreation, you know the Kettle River running in there, Minnesota 
River or, the not the Minnesota River but the St. Croix River 
runs through there, and some other beautiful rivers running in 
there. It was not suitable for farming, so under the 
Resettlement Act they could move those farmers out of there. 
And, obviously Theodore Wirth was talking to his son who was, at 
that point in time, Assistant Director of the National Parks 
Service. So they get this thing established, and Conrad sees 
that they get some C.C. camps in there and some transient camps. 
Theodore Wirth, Conrad's dad, had also, through Governor Olson, 
set up Harold Lathrop as Director of Minnesota State Parks in an 
acting position. They hired a fellow by the name of Jack Carter 
to be project manager of St. Croix. They called him project 
manager rather than camp supervisor, because he had a whole bunch 
of camps. He had transient camps and he had C.C. camps and 
everything else. Jack Carter, Harold Lathrop, and Conrad Wirth 
were the same age, and they grew up together in Minneapolis, so 
you see how these things work out [chuckles]. All of them very 
able guys, but you wouldn't have a St. Croix State Park, over 
30,000 acres that's part of a wild river system, today if it 
wasn't for these guys in the background. That St. Croix stuff is 
outside of your interests right at the moment, but this is the 
way some of the stuff works. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: Even I, because I was looking for· a job, I was a civil 
Engineer and they were looking for professionals and Connie Wirth 
had talked with [Lyndon] Johnson, who later became President of 
the United States (he was then the leader in the Senate) about 
the fact that make these camps, make it mandatory in the law, 
that they hire professionals, [so that] they'll get good design, 
not somebody [who] likes to go fishing kind of criteria, or likes 
dogs. No kidding, I mean, these things happen. 

Rieger: Right. 
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Hella: Well anyway, again I digress. Go ahead. 

Rieger: You became the Civil Engineer foreman for the C.C.C. 
camp in Scenic, correct? 

Hella: Yes, and there's a picture of that in here. 
Incidentally, the Historical Society, this is a story in itself, 
too .... 

[Discussion as looking for photo in book.] 

Hella: It's a full page picture, and the boy pictured with me in 
this picture, he was 25 years old and he was really beat down. 
He was from Virginia, Minnesota. You know, you could only get 
into C.C.s up to the age 26, and he was almost at the age where 
he wouldn't even qualify. But he had stuff on the ball, and I 
took him in the first time and taught him. We also taught 
classes at night in C.C. camps, I taught him some college algebra 
and trigonometry and some plain surveying. And, I used him for a 
rod man, and I let him learn to run instruments and stuff. The 
story behind that, he was one of many kids I could talk about 
whose chances for a future career were just about gone. He went 
back home to Virginia. And, they were building an airport and he 
got the job of laying out the airport just because of what he 
learned at Scenic. He made some money, he went to the University 
of Minnesota, and he got a degree in Mechanical Engineering. You 
wonder why it wasn't Civil Engineering. He went into mechanical 
engineering. He got a job in one of the major farm machinery 
outfits. I used to hear from him for a long timei you get cut 
off eventually in these things. But he had a very successful 
career as a mechanical engineer., He was a' succlage of the C. C. C. 
program. A lot of these guys are doctors, make money, insurance 
agents. This is why I so strongly defend [the CCC]. You'll hear 
people make the statement that, "What a bunch of drunken bums. II 

YQu have 200 men, there's a few that are, there's no getting 
around it. But, they get the publicity. This picture I was .... 
Garfield [ ], I even had a tough time recalling his name, 
but I finally did get it straight. 

Rieger: Yes, everyone I've talked to, well, they've been ex
C.C.C. guys themselves, but they have just been so ... 

Hella: Frank Buckman was an ex-C.C.C., and he was the guy that 
was director of Forestry afterwards and also assistant 
commissioner in the Department. 

Rieger: It was a good program. 

Hella: [ .... ] Yes, and I ran into guys in the legislature that 
I knew as C.C.C.s. 
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Rieger: Isn't that something? 

Hella: That's why I feel so strongly about the C.C.C. program. 
It salvaged a lot of people .... 

[Continued discussion as looking for photo.] 

Rieger: Well once we find the picture something I'd like to ask 
you is whether you met Reuben Law when you were at the Highway 
Department? or ... ? 

Hella: I met Reuben Law at the Division of State Parks. 
Reuben's background was, he worked for Morrell & Nichols. 
Nichols later worked for me. I told you, he was one of the first 
graduates at M.I.T., school of landscape architecture. M.I.T., 
that curricula was transferred over to Harvard, it is a Harvard 
school of landscape architecture today. He was a great guy and 
he worked for one of the big landscape firms in New York. He was 
sent to Duluth, they did a lot of work for Lebine and Associates 
here, and finally he and.... There it is, that's it, yes. 
[Photo on page 179 in Everyone's Country Estate] This is 
Garfield ... 

Rieger: Iverson. 

Hella: Yes, Iverson. You know the program was the salvation of 
the guy. I was surprised that they picked this picture by the 
Historical Society, yet I can see what she was thinking about, 
too. 
Rieger: Right. 

Hella: But you know, back in that era, you didn't have the nice 
jackets you have today, you had big sheepskin coats and stuff. 
And we were working on snowshoes. 

Rieger: That's a neat picture. 

Hella: Yes. This was the parks service headquarters right 
behind us. You can just see the headquarters. I think Mr. 
Zaiser took the picture. But there were a lot of other kids. 
One of the boys that I had at Cascade River, and I was in 
graduate school in 1940, I ran into him over at the University, 
and he was then a senior in aeronautical engineering, and every 
major company in the country was bidding for his services, 
wanting to hire him. That's when professionals really were in 
the driver's seat. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: I don't know who he went with, Boeing or Douglas, I think 
he went with Douglas finally, but he was my tour room clerk. 
There are all kinds of stories of that sort. This is why I think 
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one finest things that happened after World War II were these 
scholarships to people who had served in the armed services. 

Rieger: The G.I. Bill? 

Hella: Yes, G.I. Bill. I don't think you can spend your money 
better than buy a share in the future for a whole [ ... ] nation. 

Rieger: Right. So you didn't meet Reuben Law until Parks? 

Hella: I met Reuben ... He was born and raised just a block from 
here. He worked for Morrell and Nichols, and Reuben's academic 
background was he went to night school. He had a engineering 
certificate from the University. He went to work, he got a job 
in St. Paul park division, city parks service. He lived right 
over there next to him, he's a great guy, he headed up the 
product division in the, he was a partner of Mr. A.R. Nichols' 
and a protege of Mr. Nichols', and he also had an engineering 
degree from the University of Minnesota and a landscape 
engineering, or a landscape degree from Harvard University. He 
[Nason, another partner in Morrell & Nichols] was superintendent 
of St. Paul Parks, and he took a liking to Reuben. He went to 
work for Nichols, Nichols was head of the firm, Morrell had died, 
and they brought Reuben Law over to work for them. So Reuben 
actually was trained in that office, the top office in, they 
worked nationwide, also did work in Canadian provinces, some of 
the provincial setups were designed by them. A lot of the 
Lutheran schools. They had did a lot of design, Oregon State, 
Washington State, those campuses were theirs. I ran into a 
design of theirs at Thermopulus Hot Springs when I was with the 
National Parks Service. So Reuben worked for that firm and then 
when the Depression came, the firm had to shut down. He was 
picked up through the influence of either Mr. Nichols or his 
partner, I think it was his partner then, with these programs 
breaking, working for Mr. Lathrop. So it must have been Mr. 
Ni.chols, because Mr. Nichols and Mr. Wirth were very close 
friends and this one report I have is of the Bloomington area, 
the Minnesota River area that was done by Mr. Wirth and Mr. 
Nichols was a co-writer of that report. It was he, through Mr. 
Wirth again. Wirth is in the background of all of this stuff. 

Rieger: I was just going to say! 

Hella: Yes. They got Reuben the job working with the state, the 
Division of State Parks then. That's where we met, in the 
Division of State Parks. In time, there's one mistake here, in 
the book, they talk about Reuben and I being assistant directors 
to Lathrop. I wasn't an assistant. Reuben was an assistant 
director to Lathrop, not me. In time, they set up these two 
regions, the northern half of the state and the southern half of 
the state, and Reuben was assigned to the southern half and I was 
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assigned to the northern half. Then we used to trade off on 
project design. For instance, I did the water system at Lake 
Shetek, for instance, and designed the water system there. And, 
Reuben would do some landscape work for the northern region, 
where we had W.P.A. projects. We didn't have the professional 
crews that we had in the National Park Service camps, so we had 
to do it. We'd [use] plans, [Ed] Barber's plans and re-do them 
and use them on W.P.A. projects, and we'd charge the federal 
government with participating expenditures on the programs. You 
had to throw some state money on all these projects. 

Rieger: But that was not until approximately 1938 that you split 
into the southern inspector and the northern inspector, was that? 

Hella: I have to figure back on that one. vi and I were married 
when I was 29 years old, which would mean I was born in 1908, so 
it was '37 that I was transferred from the National Park Service 
to the State of Minnesota. At that time I was working on this 
Minnesota Park Parkway and Recreation. Incidentally, I'm going 
to give you that stuff because you can. . .. Here, all of that 
stuff. You can write to him and tell him that you had my 
permission to have that report. If there isn't one in the 
division. 

Rieger: Okay. 

Hella: He's got to be through with it now. He keeps telling me 
in letters that he's going to return it, but he never did. So 
you either write to him or talk to him and say that you talked to 
me and you're working on a report, and I gave you authority to 
accept the report. 

Rieger: Okay, I'll do that, that's great. Let's talk a little 
bit about your work from the C.C., with the C.C.C. back in '33, 
for a couple years there. You were in charge of the V.C.C. for a 
time at Sibley, is that correct? 

Hella: That's right. When I left, I went to Cascade River as 
superintendent of the Cascade River, left Scenic. And, from 
there I went to the Omaha office of the National Park Service, 
and I worked as the inspector when [they were] on their vacations 
and stuff. I filled in, I filled in on the State of Wyoming, and 
I filled in a lot of other jobs. Then I got worried about, 
everybody, it was kind of a hectic time. A lot of these guys had 
been in the business and had made big money and stuff, and so 
there was a lot of drinking going on, every night after work we'd 
end up in a hotel bar room, and I thought, II Boy, this is no way 
to live. You can get into the habit here. II I wanted out of 
there. I asked them to get out of there. Sibley was open, they 
were having trouble at Sibley, and this was a Veterans from World 
War I camp, and they said, II Okay, you go back and take 
superintendency of Sibley C.C.C. camp,lI which I did. Now that 
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was a Veterans company that later was transferred to Itasca, it 
was really a part of your story. Then while I was there, there 
was federal legislation on this, and you'll find reference to it 
in this recreation study report that was passed by Congress, 
whereby they would do, (and I think Connie Wirth was back of that 
legislation) where they would do a long range plan for each of 
the state's and then try to coordinate them between the states. 
I was then working in the regional office, I was made supervisor 
of the Minnesota Park Parkway and Recreational Areas study. Then 
the money was running [out], the ECW program was running [out], 
and a war was beginning to approach, and there came a time when 
they had no funds for this ECW program. I was about halfway 
through with that report, the 1938 report. They wanted it 
finished, and Harry Curtis, whose name I had on that list, who 
made millions in contracting business, he was assistant director, 
and he was in charge of that report in the region. They wanted 
to complete the report, and he got together with Lathrop, and 
they said, "try to get me hired by the state to complete that 
report that I had a leg in on the deal," so I came down here with 
Harry Curtis and Lathrop, and we met with the Governor's 
secretary, a fellow by the name of Rasmussen, who had been 
president of one of the Lutheran colleges here in the Twin City 
area, and he told me, "fine." He says, "You know, we'd like to 
see you complete it but the only thing we'd put on you is you 
don't get involved in political arguments." I didn't want to 
anyway. So then I was hired by the state. When I finished the 
'38 report, then Lathrop set up these two regions with Law in one 
and me in the other. 

Rieger: The region line was roughly from the Twin Cities north 
and south? 

Hella: Yes. From Lake Carlos ... 

[End side one, tape 1] 
[Begin side two, tape 1] 

Hella: ... You have to remember that the Director of State Parks 
had the total say on what the development should be. We had 
National Park Service people who did the design, but Lathrop had, 
you'll find his signature on everyone of these plans. His 
signature was the approval, that "We'll go ahead of this 
particular thing." Incidentally, Forest Inn, a rather 
interesting thing there is, Mr. Wirth kept his finger on Lathrop, 
and they were in Itasca and the old Forest Inn was where the 
parking area is out there in front. It was a log building, and 
it was Mr. wirth who located that present building. Theodore 
Wirth. 

Rieger: Theodore. 

Hella: Yes. 
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Rieger: Wow. 

Hella: He says, "right here." He was a good designer in his own 
right. 

Rieger: Yes. Connections there. 

Hella: So that's how that building happens to be where it is. 

Rieger: Theodore Wirth. 

Hella: Yes, Theodore Wirth, that name keeps coming up. 

Rieger: I guess. How did you like working with Harold Lathrop? 
What type of person was he? 

Hella: I liked working with Harold. Harold, you'll find some 
negative reactions about Harold, but if Harold had problems, he'd 
go to Theodore Wirth with them. I mean technical problems. 
Harold was a doer. He worked seven days a week, and was he 
completely on the go all the time, and he was knowledgeable in 
the business. He only had a degree from the University extension 
or night school, but he had been working for Minneapolis Parks, 
he got out of the service in World War I, and his family was a 
prominent Minneapolis family, then they were in the ice cream 
business here for years. He got a job with Mr. Wirth with 
Minneapolis Parks, and he was trained there. He got his academic 
training at the University night school and got his practical 
training there. With that kind of a background, with Theodore 
wirth standing in the background, he knew what was good and well 
done, and he and I, he was a great champion of mine. He was 
pushing me along all the time. But he got into trouble with 
Wirth, finally. He had a lovely wife and two children, his 
daughter and son are somewhere around here, his daughter [Gloria] 
is over, but I don't know what her married name is so I haven't 
talked with her in a long time. Harold quit as director, and 
took a job with the National Recreation Association as a regional 
man for them out west in the Denver area, covered several states 
from there but that was his headquarters. He divorced his wife, 
and [re]married. You should contact [his secretary] because she 
has a lot of information on Harold Lathrop. His first wife died 
shortly after that. 

Rieger: Really. 

Hella: Harold and I, I've got some letters from Harold, yet. We 
corresponded occasionally, and we always got along alright, and I 
admired his ability and ambition to get things done. He really 
moved the park department, I mean there was nobody sitting 
around. 

9 

Ita
sc

a S
tat

e P
ark

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



Rieger: Right. 

Hella: Yes. 

Rieger: Yes, Reuben said ~he same thing, that ... 

Hella: There was a problem with Reuben there, though. Reuben 
was, we had a political appointee, a druggist, as assistant 
director at one point in time. He was turnover, political 
turnover, this guy's name was Krueger, and Krueger was a nice 
enough guy but he was a druggist, he didn't belong in the 
business. With the political turnover, Krueger was out of a job, 
and Reuben was appointed assistant director to Harold Lathrop. I 
was never assistant director as he claims in this book, I was 
working on that '38 report at the time. When Harold was out in 
the field (and he was out in the field a lot, he travelled a lot, 
weekends and everything else), that secretary of his, Bea, would 
withhold the mail from Reuben. It was a rough time for Reuben. 
She would open the mail, wouldn't tell him what was in it and 
anything else, and Harold wasn't available. I mean, one of those 
things. Those are the unpleasant things that happen. 

Rieger: But it happens. 

Hella: Yes. Reuben would talk to me about it. Well, you know, 
there's nothing we could do about it. 

Rieger: Was it just because what this Beatrice ... 

Hella: Reuben would never tell you this. 

Rieger: No, he didn't mention a word about this part. 

Hella: No, no, oh no, he would never say anything about it but 
this is what happened. 

Rieger: Reuben kept saying that he admired Lathrop for his stand 
on not wanting the parks to turn into zoos. 

Hella: Oh, yes. No question about that. But he got that from 
Wirth. He stood his ground, he had courage, he made enemies, and 
you do make enemies in the process, if you stand your ground. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: Right at the moment I've got a little bit of trouble with 
a very, very good friend on the Voyagers National Park. Because 
I don't believe in that snowmobiling in there. I do think 
snowmobiling is a pollutant; noise is a pollutant. You can 
promote cross-country skiing, which is very popular; you can 
promote snowshoeing. One issue of the Volunteer was devoted .... 
I was trying to promote winter recreation in parks because, I 
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figured the amount of money the state was spending, we ought to 
be using it 12 months of the year rather than what we were at 
that time, about 8 months out of the year. I had some good 
articles written by Dr. Breckenridge and others about, for 
instance, reading animal tracks in the snow and things like that, 
it's part of the interpretive program, which, after all, as I 
keep saying is the heart of a park program. Harold has stood his 
ground on not intruding on the natural values and that isn't a 
deer problem, and he was in a lot of trouble on that one with 
legislators which really were defending the idea that you 
shouldn't kill the deer, that was all wrong in a State Park. You 
can understand how they think that way, but that's why I think 
anything you guys put together should promote the philosophy 
along with it. You can in a subtle sort of a way. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: Boy, those two lane snowmobile, I keep telling people 
that eventually Voyagers will end up as a national recreation 
area. That's what they're making out of it. You know, there's a 
whole lot of national forest up there that have trails and stuff. 
They don't have to intrude on the national park. I think I had 
as much to do with that national park as anyone person, I mean, 
it had been proposed by the legislature back in 1893, but I mean, 
Clarence [Trout] commissioner, I resurrected the thing and 
extended this 1938 study, and we were in International Falls and 
I brought up this business. I called up some of the businessmen 
I knew there and [they] came over to the hotel and I told them, 
"Look, we've got a chance for a national park here, but we've 
got to have local support. We can't do it if the city of 
International Falls is going to fight us on this thing, and all 
this and that." They pledged support and this is how we got 
going. We made a recommendation of it, and gradually we got 
other people involved and I got Connie Wirth going on it, too, 
and that helped. 

Rieger: Yes. 

Hella: The fact is, some comments here on some of these parks, 
he talks about Connie Wirth coming up here. We went up to Bear 
Head Lake and that was part of the whole Voyagers thing, too, and 
it was in the process at the moment. Well, anyway, you can look 
up those things yourself. Read about it. 

Rieger: Yes. Just to glance briefly on the deer thing, Harold 
Lathrop then was for a season, a deer season? 

Hella: Absolutely. Yes. The National Park Service naturalist, 
Bill, I can't think of his name, there was only one solution. 
You were destroying the pine forests if you didn't do something 
about the deer problem. Then you had guys like Theodore ... 
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Rieger: Wegmann? 

Bella: Wegmann, yes, fighting it. Theodore Wegmann was buying 
hay for them in the wintertime and feeding them and stuff. 

Rieger: Which really didn't work either, you know. 

Bella: Yeah, and I can show you on the map where Theodore 
wirth's [Wegmann] store was originally. It was moved out of 
there on the north end ... at the headwaters there he was, he was, 
no, he's up here now isn't he? He was right in here in this 
corner here. 

Rieger: Okay. Yes, now the Wegmann Cabin on the trail map is 
right there. 

Bella: Yes, that's where it is now. But it was moved up from 
down below here. 

Rieger: Okay. 

Bella: There was that old cabin there, where, I think maybe 
there's nothing much more than a plaque there now. Incidentally, 
somebody ought to do something on those plaques. Everyone of 
them needs to be interpreted, and I think people would buy them, 
you know, you could sell them for a couple of dollars, or 
something like that. You certainly would, with printing 
processes you have today, you don't have to print 50,000 of them, 
you could print 5,000 or 500 of them and see how they sell. 

Rieger: Right. 

Bella: I think that this thing I talked to you about, you've got 
to get bulletins or pamphlets out on various fees. A lot of 
people aren't going to pay what you paid for a book today, 28 
b~cks, I mean 30 bucks. Well, you're going to have to, if you're 
going to print a book as a result of your study from the 
preliminary report to the final report, put it in book form, 
you're going to have, you put it out to sell, you're going to 
have to sell it for about 28 bucks to come out on that stuff. 
You could put these pamphlets out and sell them for a buck and a 
half, $2 at the most, and people have interest in those plaques 
will buy them at some place. Douglas Lodge, they'll buy a 
pamphlet on Douglas Lodge. If they don't buy them, quit 
reproducing them. 

Rieger: Yes. Good idea. 

Bella: Yes, and I think maybe, if you can diplomatically, 
promote the idea a little bit. It's being done by the National 
Park Service. I maybe told you, they work with advisory groups, 
most of the National Parks have citizens advisory groups. They 
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got the money in most of the major parks from their advisory 
[group], there's a lot of money people involved in those which 
you lack, although we have some people here in the State of 
Minnesota that I got a lot of money out of. They appropriated 
money to print these pamphlets and also print the books. 
Legally, they set up a fund specifically for that purpose, for 
printing material for resale. Then the resale money went back 
into that fund so they always had working money on producing. To 
me this is good interpretation. Well, you tell them so. If you 
get a chance, I mean if you get talking to the right people and 
you promote the idea. I think it's, I have thought of getting it 
going myself but I never had enough time to get at everything 
that I had in mind, and that was one of them. Like I say, it's 
not an original idea on my part, it's a National Park Service 
idea. 

Rieger: Backing up on the animal thing just briefly, Itasca had 
a problem with the deer. They also had the buffalo pens and the 
elk pens. Do you remember those and what were your feelings of 
those as well? 

Hella: Yes. They shouldn't be penned up. They shouldn't be 
penned up. They also had some beer cubs, you've maybe seen the 
pictures that were taken of the two cubs on the tree. This is 
not State or National Park business. This is fine for city 
parks. And those elk pens, those were big and they were gated 
out. First place, deer got into that elk pen and so you had the 
elk and deer in there. And you had buffalo in there, too. And 
there was a time when they opened up the park for hunting, and 
some hunters got into the pen and shot [chuckles]. No kidding. 
They broke out of the pens, and this is the way we got rid of 
them. They chased them oh, hundreds of miles before they caught 
up with them. I guess they killed most of them, the game wardens 
did. 

Rieger: I was talking to a couple of the local residents, and 
they remember when the elk would get out and heck, they would 
just go shoot them and eat them. They needed meat. 

Hella: Oh sure, yes. 

Rieger: They said the game wardens didn't really pursue that. 

Hella: Best thing in the world that happened is when they got 
rid of them. The same way with the two bears that they had. 

Rieger: Let's talk a little bit about maybe some of your duties 
and what you did as northern inspector. 

Hella: Well, first of all, both Reuben and I, we were 
representing Harold Lathrop. We could make a decision in any 
park that had National Park Service camp in even, but this was 
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never a problem. I mean, working with Hugo Zaiser or with any of 
the managers, this was no problem. But then on the W.P.A. 
projects we had a lot transient camps. For instance, at Itasca 
you had Elk Lake Camp and you also had the Squaw Lake Camp. 

Rieger: Squaw Lake. 

Hella: And both were transient camps. Now transient camps were 
W.P.A. projects and we had to furnish the planning. And, in some 
cases I would produce a plan if it was a water system, and I had 
a W.P.A. boy in the liquor store office in Bemidji, and I'd get a 
lot of Ed Barber's stuff, you know, that we'd copy in part and 
put our label on the thing, which is unfair to Ed. This is why I 
feel very, very strongly, especially when Johnson came over and 
[wanted to give] credit to somebody who just had nothing to do 
with all of the planning that went on. Ed contributed so much to 
the whole park system, to Itasca and to every other park in the 
system. You got to talk to Ed, he's at Lake City, and I think 
he's semi-retired. I don't think he's doing much designing 
anymore, but it's worth your trip to go over and talk to him. 
Every chance I've had, I've tried to promote Ed as a guy who did 
a lot of production. He had other architects working under him, 
but it was Ed's thinking, much of it put together, and you'd 
notice the good draftsmanship and stuff. Again, I lost my train 
of thought. 

Rieger: Now you were talking about working with the transient 
camps and your other duties. 

Hella: Yes. We'd produce plans. Not only that, we'd produce 
the applications. On the application you had to have so much 
state participation in the way of dollars.' Now you could 
participate, you could throw in rocks for masonry and logs, give 
them a price and this is part of the state participation, part on 
our application form. Set up a project for say Old Mill, and we 
did a lot of masonry work up there and we'd charge them $40 a 
cubic yard as participation by the state in the particular 
project so we'd build up without any money. You had to do those 
things. We had no budget. I think the W.P.A. were aware of it, 
and they figured they were legitimate projects and so what, what 
difference did it make. We set up the projects, generally, we'd 
visit the site with Harold, and he'd tell us what he wanted, he 
was the boss. We had to put together the applications, get the 
applications submitted to W.P.A. to get the projects going. We 
had to produce the plans, if it was a building, there were a lot 
of buildings involved. Incidentally, Hugo Zaiser did an awful 
lot of work at Lake Bemidji State Park on building some of that 
stuff down there and providing labor even. So you may want to 
make some comment about that. Reuben and I worked hard, we 
worked weekends and everything else to keep these projects going. 
There were a lot of them. 
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Rieger: Right. 

Hella: We did a lot of travelling away from the family, and this 
is why I'd be in Itasca, for instance, I staked out this road 
here, where's the entrance? 

[Discussion, with maps, to locate entrance.] 

Hella: Yes, this is [U.S. Highway 71]. Well, the original 
entrance was here, and we built that information station there. 
Where's the Lodge now? I'm having trouble getting orientated. 
Am I looking at this right, is it right, north and south? 

[Further discussion] 

Rieger: The Lodge is right here. 

Hella: South end. This is the original entrance [East 
Entrance], this is a beautiful entrance. 

Rieger: Oh, yes, I go come in there all the time. 

Hella: The National Park used pylons that were designed there by 
a very talented young architect from the Omaha office. It's just 
gorgeous and we tried to imitate them over here. It was a bad 
imitation. But we lost something. Then the contact station was 
right there. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: You've got one down here now, also. [South Entrance] 

Rieger: Except the south one is closed. 

Hella: This road would run into the, where's the Lodge? 

Rieger: Do you want a detailed map of the Lodge area? 

Hella: Yes. 

Rieger: Here it is right down here, Douglas Lodge. 

Hella: Oh, yes. The old road ran, there's that parking area, 
ran all the way down into here and down across there. I staked 
out this piece here to get [away from] the main traffic, away 
from the. ... I did that. The sewage disposal system, all of 
that. Or the transient camp at Squaw Lake, I designed that whole 
system, I staked the whole darn business out. There were other 
things that I staked out because at one point in time there, Hugo 
had two landscape architects, an architect and a forester on the 
set, but no civil engineers, so I'd get stuck with the civil 
engineering. I was director when this new headwaters thing, we 
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used to have a, this is the headwaters, isn't it? 

Rieger: Right, right here. 

Hella: Yes, right. They used to ... this is the land we got from 
the, no not all of this, this is the Wegmann ... Mississippi River, 
we got from Frank Pugh, we wanted it right in there. And we 
moved the headwaters approach, it was much more spacious, we 
needed a bigger parking area, so then we designed those four 
buildings, then there was a public restrooms, Ed did not design 
those, those were designed by somebody else, but that's beside 
the point. But I did a lot of the work in there, even 
determining the parking area with Mr. Nichols. Incidentally, he 
was working for us at the time. 

Rieger: Do you know whose decision it was to locate the 
transient camps at Itasca? 

Hella: I don't know who it was. That you'll have to find out 
from Forestry. That was before my time. I was at Scenic at that 
time. 

Rieger: Right, right. I was just curious if you knew off hand. 

Hella: No, I don't. 

Rieger: Is there any other specific work at Itasca that really 
stuck out in your mind, of the work that you did when you were 
the northern inspector, the whole sewage water system and ... 

Hella: I was so close to Mr. Zaiser, he's a great guy, and I 
worked for him, and we understood each other. And much of the 
planning in Itasca, we consulted with the landscape architects 
and the other professionals, but between the two of us we'd get a 
lot of the stuff and all that stuff at Lake Bemidji was between 
the two of us and that was an N.Y.A. [National Youth 
Administration] project, originally, we used some of that labor. 
Moved some buildings down there from Itasca. Mr. Zaiser was a 
great guy for making use of everything. I told you yesterday, I 
did the sewage,design. Ed Barber donated the plan, but I figured 
out the trickling filters and sand filters and stuff at Douglas 
Lodge, modernized that. One Fourth of July day, I think I was 
living in Bemidji at the time, our well ran dry at Douglas Lodge. 
It was against public health policy, but I had to pick up a water 
supply out of the lake. But, we 'did warn all our visitors, and, 
the place was full on the Fourth of July in those days 
particularly, nO.t to drink it. But, you had to have water for 
toilets, you had to have water for baths, and stuff like that. I 
would presume that some people even drank it, but they shouldn't 
have. We tried to warn them against it. Fourth of July morning, 
I quickly had to get a water system going [chuckles]. Got some 
of these Forestry fire pumps to pump the water out of the lake, 
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and it was really quite something. But I did a lot on the water 
system, it was a pressure system at Douglas Lodge. I did a lot 
on even the wells, some of the wells I had technical 
responsibility for. You ran into some dry holes around the 
headquarters. And, there were some great guys on the state 
staff. Clarence [Norby, electrician at Itasca], I can't think of 
Clarence's last name, you should have it. Clarence, when we 
built that big interpretive center, not at the headwaters but the 
other one in the picnic grounds there ... 

Rieger: The museum. 

Hella: Yes, museum ... 

[Ed. note: Mr. Hella remarked later that the museum is over 
quicksand, built on pilings.] 

[End side two, tape 1] 
[Begin side one, tape 2] 

Hella: Ed Barber [?] and son had two in the headwaters work 
area, up back of the headquarters office building. We generated 
our own electric power and Eddie [Halberg], who was very 
talented, we'd have trouble with that and he could always get it 
going. I mean, your power would go out and all your 
refrigerators would go off, everything else it was really 
something. Even after we got power from the, commercial power, 
it's all overhead, and big storms, trees would knock them down, 
these guys would work all night to get power back on before 
people were up in the morning. Dedication like that is almost a 
thing of the past. There was Eddie and Bill, I wish I could 
think of their names, but you should get their names up there and 
say something about some of those people. They'd love to be 
remembered, that somebody remembered. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: Yes. 

Rieger: Do you remember, recall any incidences maybe with the 
park telephone line? 

Hella: Telephone lines that were always a problem. At Squaw 
Lake Cabin, they had an old, you know, one of these ring-type 
telephones where everybody got on the line when you put in a 
call. But, when get commercial power finally, on telephones? I 
can't remember off hand. This is where some of these guys that 
really were doing the work, state employees were doing the work, 
but they're dead. Boy, all of them are gone, except Bill may be 
still living up there, I don't know. I know that Eddie's gone. 
I don't know. Andie's gone. You were talking about the work 
over at Douglas Lodge, you have talked with him, he's a native of 
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that area; he worked for Martin Dunn. He might remember on it, 
he was very good on utilities and stuff. 

Rieger: Is it Elon? Is that who you're talking about? 

Hella: Yes. Ask Elon. He'd at least remember some of the guys 
that were on that stuff. 

Rieger: Yes, he seems very enthusiastic, too. 

Hella: Yes, and say hi to him for me, will you? If you talk to 
him. 

Rieger: Okay. I will. 

Hella: He'll tell you about some of those guys that worked for 
the state. They really produced. 

Rieger: Maybe, would now be a good time? Just to briefly go 
through some of these old blueprints and stuff that Ben wanted me 
to have you look at, just to see if you had any comments on them 
and all. This one is, let's see it looks like what ... 

Hella: These are campground buildings. They were built by the 
C.C.C. before my time. I'm aware of them. The campground down 
by the lake. 

Rieger: Bear Paw. 

Hella: Bear Paw. These are the cabins that were built down 
there. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: Whose the signatures on this? 

Rieger: Let's see ... 

Hella: Ed might have been involved, it looks like Ed's printing. 

Rieger: Yes, "designed by Barber." 

Hella: Yes, Ed Barber did it, did the design. But I was not 
involved with Itasca at the time. 

Rieger: Okay. 

Hella: I can tell Ed's printing, I can recognize it. 

Rieger: Boy, he must have been just a talented, talented man. 

Hella: He is a talented guy, and that's why I say you gotta go 
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over and talk to him. 

Rieger: Yes, I'll give it a shot, hopefully. This one I guess 
just shows, I think some of the pump houses and the wells and 
just basically the lakeside. 

Bella: Incidentally, we did quite a bit of work, I'm trying to 
produce, see a lot of the water lines and stuff were put in 
without, they'd vary from the original plan. We started to, but 
didn't have much time, to do finals on these so that they could 
locate valves and stuff. 

Rieger: It looks that one's a Harold Lathrop one. 

Bella: Neil Layrow. 

Bella: Neil was a landscape architect, but Neil copied this one 
from plans that had been prepared by others. Oh, yes, here's 
Theodore Wegmann property, yes, Wegmann property line. This was, 
what's the date on this? This was the old location for Theodore 
Wegmann, he was moved up the road here. Where's the Forestry, 
Ranger station? He's up here now someplace beyond the Ranger 
station. He was here originally, Theodore Wegmann. And there is 
a cabin, you got a foundation that's being preserved that was 
goes back to when the Indians, the Ozawindib shelter. That was 
built in Forestry times. That was not ours. 

Rieger: Did you ever have occasion to meet Theodore Wegmann? 

Bella: Oh, yes. 

Rieger: What type of person did you think he was? 

Bella: He was a grouchy guy. 

Rieger: I've heard that before. 

Bella: Yes. Highly opinionated on the deer problem, you 
couldn't rush lines with him about that. He was feeding the deer 
and, of course, people would patronize his store because [there 
were] deer allover the place. 

Rieger: Right. Right. Did you ever meet Mrs. Wegmann? No 
one's said much about her. 

Bella: I never met her, but their son is buried down there near 
the headquarters building. 

Rieger: Right. 

Bella: There's a cemetery. Did Theodore Wegmann get buried 
there? 
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Rieger: Yes. Both. 

Hella: I think so. They had reserved sites there for the rest 
of the family. But the son was the first one buried there, and 
he [Theodore] pulled some political wires to get him there, but 
that's alright. It adds a little bit of history to the place. I 
never objected to it. 

Rieger: This is the Lodge area with the Lodge cabins and then 
the golf, the practice "greens. Do you remember were they put in 
or were they just planned. I mean some of these maps are just ... 

Hella: They were put in Martin Dunn. 

Rieger: Martin Dunn put them [in]. 

Hella: They really weren't much more than just pitching greens, 
and I don't think they're of much significance. 

Rieger: I think there's some parking over there now. 

Hella: Yes. This parking area here, this is where Forest Inn 
was, right in here, right about in here. We planted all the 
trees in between here to create shade for the parking area. We 
moved some big stuff in there at the time. Old Theodore Wirth 
located that building. 

Rieger: Built quite a little complex down there. 

Hella: Yes. The road that I relocated originally, where's our 
entrance road here, this was, yeah, now this was the old road 
here, going through there. Now I ran in this piece in here. 

Rieger: Okay. 

Hella: Yes, it's back of that. I ran in this piece in here. I 
remember that because, uh, you know, I don't remember something, 
this is the old contact station. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: No, here's the one I ran in. 

Rieger: Okay. 

Hella: This was brought in to pick up that contact station 
there, but we did build another one up here at the entrance. 

Rieger: The south entrance. 

Hella: Yes, south entrance. That's the lakes trail. A lot of 
the ... 
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Rieger: Which was closed for I think almost two weeks when we 
had all that rain. The road washed out by Arco Lake. 

Hella: Yes. A lot of the fish search was done in those little 
lakes. And this is an interesting story on that. You know some 
of this is interesting to even a scientist, you know what was 
done, what results they had. All too often some of the stuff is 
lost in files. 

Rieger: Right, right. Did you all have a lot to do for the 
University of Minnesota forestry and biology station? 

Hella: Dr., he was a very good friend, Shaunts, Shaunts Hanson. 
Shaunts also had charge of the Cloquet Forestry station, and 
Shaunts, you know his wife was my music teacher in high school. 

Rieger: Really. It's a small world. 

Hella: Yes, it's a small world. Shaunts used to-stop, when Vi 
and I lived in Bemidji, and he'd stop and have lunch with us. He 
was a great guy. Some of the other faculty members that I had 
close contact with, one of them I didn't know him well, the one 
that resigned and took on the presidency of Washington State, 
Scholtz or something like that. But there were some others that 
I was very close. Bill [Marshall], he was the guy that was 
responsible for putting, he lived right here in the park and he's 
out in California now, I just heard about him just recently. He 
was the guy nationwide was responsible for putting on these 
radios [radiotransmitting] on the, a bunch of that work was done 
in Itasca, and there's some interesting stuff, I mean on 
partridge that they could keep. Some of his stuff would be 
really important, really interesting because that stuff branched 
off and they even put radios on fish, and birds, it's been used 
allover the world. I think to a large degree Bill was the one 
who, he maybe got the idea from somebody else, but it would be 
interesting to talk to him. He's still living, but he's living 
out in California, but you could write to him. You can get his 
name from the guy you're supposed to see. 

Rieger: Henry Hanson. 

Hella: Hanson, yes. Hanson was, Forestry and Bill [Marshall] was 
in biology, wildlife actually. Very talented guy, very agreeable 
guy, and he's a very close friend of mine. In fact, he offered 
to sell me a lot up on university row up on top of the hill. He 
found this house, it wasn't [what] we wanted, so we didn't buy 
it. His son was a classmate of one of our girls, and he got 
killed in an automobile accident. 

Rieger: Oh, gosh. 

Hella: Somebody ran head on into him. 
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Rieger: [Shows another blueprint] 
buffalo pens and elk pens, I guess. 
that. 

This just shows some of the 
We sort of talked about 

Hella: Good thing they got rid of them. They really don't 
belong in a state park, but things were a little different. 
Kenya National Parks have a policy that is much more liberal on 
those kinds of things, the zoos and whatever. 

Rieger: This one, the reason he wanted me to have you take a 
look at it was the proposed campgrounds across the lake, on the 
south edge. Now do you remember any talk about that when you 
were there at all? 

Hella: No. I had a policy, I was against any more campgrounds. 
Let the private industry take it over. That using up that old 
C.C.C. campsite for a public campground, to me that made sense. 
But, for us to be opening up more, there'd be no end to it. 
There's a private industry that needs to make a living, and I did 
offer to private industry, said we can't promote anyone private 
campground but we'll take all your literature at our contact 
station and let the people choose. When we're full, they will 
pass out the literature and people can make up their own minds. 

Rieger: Now this is, I guess this is the ... 

Hella: This looks like Ed, too. 

Rieger: Yes, this is Ed Barber, the bath house and shelter I 
guess. Down by the picnic shelter. I was just wondering if you 
had any ... 

Hella: I have no comment on that. I had a little trouble even 
orienting myself to it. I know where it is, but that's about 
all. I don't remember this part of it. We might have cut it 
o~f. Now a lot of these buildings we cut the, we had to cut the 
rafter ends off because they rotted, and that's part of the main 
reason. 

Rieger: And one last one it looks like, here. I guess this is 
what, Forest Inn. 

Hella: Yes. This is Forest Inn. 

Rieger: Forest Inn. 

Hella: And I was there when they laid the first rock right in 
the corner. 

Rieger: I like the story that they had gotten the stone wall 
part almost done and then they realized they had that seam that 
was way too long so they took out the whole wall and redid it 
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again. 

Hella: Because in the pattern, and that's why I say, we've got 
some of the finest masonry work that you'll find anywhere. You 
should never run a long seam anywhere, you break the seams. See 
he's broken them here, you don't run all the way through because 
it looks like something was just added on. There were some very 
talented landscape architects, guys that were, oh .... One of 
'the guys, Harry he ended up in Los Angeles Planning. Another 
one, he was a graduate of the University of Illinois and he had a 
design business in Indianapolis and he also had another office in 
Wisconsin afterwards. He had a very fine [unintelligible]. And 
you know you couldn't afford to do that work, shape the rock out 
of field stones and it would get grainy, and field stones is not 
straight you know it's all curled and they'd just about have a 
piece all set and take one more whack at it and the thing would 
fall apart. But you weren't paying much for the labor so .... 

Rieger: That's true. In your work as northern inspector, I 
imagine you visited lots and lots of the state parks. 

Hella: Yes, right. 

Rieger: How do you think Itasca compared at that time. 

Hella: It's a difficult thing to compare. 

Rieger: I know it's hard question, not very fair, but ... 

Hella: How do you compare, on what basis do you compare? I have 
a little prejudice for Scenic because I was there first. We did 
a lot of preservation. When I first became acquainted with 
Itasca they had those deer pens and they had those buffalo pens 
and they had a bunch of stuff, and that road ran right into 
Douglas Lodge and ran right by, and ran right straight through 
the middle of the university area. The things that were done 
afterwards with good planners and stuff improved Itasca a lot. 
Itasca is a wonderful area, it's good history, interesting 
geology, there's everything about it. It's a good area, but I 
like Buffalo River which is a prairie area. It's a different 
kind of a thing. How do you compare them, you just don't. 
There's a small park down in the southeastern corner, just 
gorgeous, just gorgeous, in a different sort of a way. That 
southeastern country is beautiful down there. 

Rieger: Not Forestville? 

Hella: Forestville. [No,] Forestville came later. Reuben Law 
talked about Forestville because he was the guy that was always 
promoting Forestville, and because of his interests actually for 
Forestville. I got it established, but it was Reuben's interest 
that really created the demand for it. 
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Rieger: Whitewater's the other one. 

Bella: Whitewater is an old park, yes, but the highway through 
it and stuff. There's something I would have liked to have done, 
route that state highway around the park and not let in run right 
through the park as it does. The rather interesting thing about 
that highway in there is probably, well, Ludwig Maudai. He was a 
farmer boy from down, right on the Iowa border. Came up to 
Itasca, great big guy, strong and everything else, and a good 
workman. He was taken over by one of the foreman who was a 
construction man, who taught him foremanship. This guy had been 
a brick layer in this time, Oscar, Oscar Pearson, taught Ludwig 
Maudai masonry, and he did a real good job of it. And Maudai 
became a leader, a leader you know in the C.C. camps see [the] 
average .... The usual enrollee got $30 a month, assistant 
leader got $36 a month, and· a leader got $45 a month. That's big 
money in those days. They got their living and everything else. 
Much of that money went home to support their home. Maudai came 
from, it's a town right on the Iowa border, if I look at a state 
map I'd recognize it, but anyway, when the camp at Scenic went 
out, much of the Scenic crew moved into Itasca, this is why Bugle 
was there. Ralph Welte was at Itasca. There were others, the 
blacksmith, and I'd like to show you a pair of candlesticks that 
he made for us as a wedding present, that blacksmith. There was 
a motor mechanic, and all this and that. Again I lost my chain 
of thought. Oh, yes, about Maudai, he became a leader in the 
camp, and he was a good leader, I mean related to people. And, 
you go back to Whitewater and if you've driven through Whitewater 
on that state highway there's a beautiful limestone bridge as 
part of the highway's structure that crosses the Whitewater River 
in the park. Ludwig Maudai built that. It's one of the most 
beautiful bridges you're ever going to see· anywhere. The Highway 
Department asked me if we had anybody, because it was in a park, 
anybody that we would like to be in charge of the construction, 
and I said, "Yeah, Ludwig Maudai." So Ludwig Maudai built that 
b~idge, but then the war came along and he was drafted in the 
army. He won a commission [Lieutenant] on the beaches of 
Normandy. He came back here and he got a hold of me and was 
talking to me. He got a job with the university, he ended up as 
a construction. foreman for the university. And I used to, he and 
his wife would stop in once in awhile, and he also used to work 
collecting tickets for the football games; I'd see him there. 
All of a sudden Ludwig died. Why, I don't know. But these are 
stories of people, but .... 

Rieger: Right. Now you mentioned when I talked to you a couple 
of times that you disagree with some of the things in John 
Dobie's book on Itasca. Can you comment on that? 

Bella: I haven't read it for so long, that I.... He didn't talk 
to only certain people. He was a biologist with Game and Fish, 
and I was gone during the war years, and there was a fellow by 
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the name of Lou Fierro who had been director of Game and Fish 
when the war broke out, and he was in the reserves and he had to 
go into the military and the law provided that they should be 
provided for, provide a same or equal job when they were 
discharged from service. Well, Lou Fierro was not liked by Game 
and Fish, I mean he was not qualified and he had been political 
appointed, he lived in the park here too. [When Harold Lathrop 
left, they] replaced him with Fierro. They were compiling with 
the law, it was a director's job. And Game and Fish didn't want 
him back so they put him in to succeed Harold Lathrop. Then I 
succeeded him, Fierro, as director. I worked for Northwest 
Airlines from the war as an engineer, Chief of Administrative 
Services for the engineering division. All that war industry was 
being shut down, I was offered a job at the U.S. Civil Service, I 
was Chief of Physical Science section, which hired the engineers 
and what not. And then I was working for them and even federal 
agencies were being reduced. I wasn't out of a job, but I ran 
into Judge Magney, that you read about in that report, in St. 
Paul on main street there one day, and he told me Fierro was 
being replaced. The Judge had a lot of political power. And he 
said, III want you to apply for that job, to replace Fierro. II 
[ .... ] So I says, IIWell, if there's going to be a change, I 
don't want in any way to be pushing Fierro out of a job. II He 
said, IINo, it's all taken care of. He's leaving and they're 
looking for a successor. II I said, IIWell, I'm interested. II And 
that's the way I got involved in the thing. And it wasn't only 
Judge Magney, but my brother then was manager of the paper mill 
in Cloquet and their legislative representative, Cap Long, 
contacted me and said, IILook. I want you to come down, I 
understand that you've got an application in for the director's 
job. II He said, III want you to come down here, II [to the] St. Paul 
Hotel, (that was where all the legislators with power used to 
stay.) And he introduced me to a whole bunch of key legislators. 
All of that was setting up. C. Elmer Anderson was Governor at 
the time, Cap took me in to see the Commissioner Wilson, and said 
look at here's the guy I think you need for that park job. And 
Wilson thought about it, and I guess he'd heard a little bit 
about me, some things good. But afterwards I was never prouder 
than [when] Wilson said that I was the finest appointment he ever 
made. Now I'm not bragging about myself, but he did say that, 
and .... 

Rieger: That's great. 

Hella: That was a real compliment. Well anyway, Wilson took me 
over to the Governor's office, and they decided to hire me. 

Rieger: This was 1953? 

Hella: Even the Governor had said that I was one of the best 
appointments ever made. Sounds like too much bragging, but that 
isn't the point at all. I'd just like to be thought of as a 
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professional. 

Rieger: Right, right, and you were. 

Hella: I had background and I was, I knew what was needed in the 
park service from Harold Lathrop and from what I learned from a 
lot of these pros that became a part of the team. I have 
tremendous respect for Theodore Wirth. I mean, I keep his name 
alive and moving. I find out that the city park system has no 
file on Theodore Wirth. 

Rieger: Huh. 

Hella: They sent me over to the office of the park board. They 
have a file on him. They have some good information on him. So 
if you ever have to look for it, you go to the Park Board offices 
for information on Theodore Wirth. 

Rieger: Can you comment at all on Lou Fierro? 

Hella: Lou was a nice guy, real nice guy. But his idea of a 
state park was a .... One of the things he was promoting when I 
replaced him was a, you know, where they roast a pig covered with 
ground, what do you call it again? 

Rieger: Oh, a ... 

Hella: It was a native with the word. 

Rieger: Luau. Like a luau type thing. 

Hella: It isn't the luau itself, it's the" way you roast that 
pig. They did it in Hawaii. Well anyway, he was trying to 
promote that for State Parks. I don't think it belongs in State 
Parks. I mean he had no background and some of the things he was 
promoting was just because he had no background for the business. 
And I think some of the legislature, there was a fellow by the 
name of Anderson, a senator from Hibbing who, pretty smart guy, 
he was an electrician and he seemed to be aware of ... 

[End side one, tape 2] 
[Begin side two, tape 2] 

Hella: ... was assistant to Fierro and John Martin had come out 
of Minneapolis park system, and Harold Lathrop had brought him 
over. But John had problems. I'll tell you, he was a great 
procrastinator. I used to have to shovel work onto him, and one 
time they came down from the commissioner's office and said, 
II Hey, we're getting a lot of letters on stuff that hasn't been 
answered out of your division. II I walked into John's office, 
he's got a pile of stuff about that high. There was something 
physically wrong with John. He wouldn't keep his wife 
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[informed]. One night there was a problem. The Highway 
Department had called me, location of a bridge on Highway 61 down 
the river at one of the little parks, and I said, "John, you 
better go down there and meet with the district engineer on that 
location" because we wanted boat access underneath the bridge 
into an extension of the river into a perfect boat access site. 
He never came to work on time, I had an awful time with him 
because of this problem he had, physical problem, he would sleep 
way late, and he'd probably come to work at ten o'clock in the 
morning. The commissioner's office griped to me about it, and 
I'd talked to him, but you know he'd been with them for years and 
you can't just fire a guy. I mean it isn't that easy. I always 
had Monday morning staff meetings and he was never there, and I'd 
finally, [well] I quit waiting for him. I couldn't wait for him. 
I'd be wasting everybody's time. Well, anyway, on that thing 
there I used to stay in the office and you know to get away from 
the telephone when it'd be ringing, you'd get things done. It 
was pretty late, and he had left for this particular park to meet 
the district engineer the next morning down there. Stay in a 
hotel overnight down there. Then his wife calls me up and says, 
"Where's John?" I says, "Didn't he tell you? He's on his way 
down to southern Minnesota. He's got a meeting with the district 
highway engineer over there tomorrow." "He didn't tell me a 
thing." The guy had a heart as big as gold, but he wasn't doing 
his job. And a lot of people thought that I should have let him 
go, but it isn't that easy to let somebody go that's been working 
in a job, and he had some talent. He knew what the park business 
was all about. John (who wrote the book) Dobie features, if you 
read the book, he features his conversations with John Martin. 
Now some of it is very intelligent stuff, but he might have 
talked to somebody else but John, but he didn't. John Dobie was 
a section head in Game and Fish, and he probably felt comfortable 
talking to John Martin. [Ed. note: Presumed meant Fierro?] 
Fine with me, but I mean it's too bad when stuff comes out that 
isn't everything it should be. 

[Discussion of other difficulties.] 

Hella: But this is the kind of a guy he was. It was tough for 
me to work with him because I'd have to pass some important 
things onto him to take care, I couldn't take care of all of it 
myself. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: I travelled every weekend, and Vi will tell you that. 
I'd leave Friday afternoons for the field, so I could, and at the 
very least I'd leave Sunday afternoon so I'd be out in the field. 
Unless, when we had our staff meetings on Monday, I'd wait until 
after the staff meetings to get moving. Because I was a great 
believer that everybody in the office had to know what was going 
on. Everybody contributes in a little, itty bitty bits in a 

27 

Ita
sc

a S
tat

e P
ark

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



small way, even the girls in the office. I had, it wasn't just a 
few of us in the office, it was everybody, except maybe some new 
stenos or somebody who had no relationship. But all of the older 
girls and stuff came in. Ruth [Husom], who's still working for 
Parks, and Dorothy who was in charge of the revenue operations, 
Dorothy, John, if he was there, Milt as a planner or one of the 
other planners, all of the planners were in there. We talked out 
problems and I always tried them, and Ralph who was in charge of 
maintenance. Maybe some of the guys think I was dictatorial, but 
I don't think I was. I mean, Ralph always felt free to tell me 
if he thought I was wrong. I appreciated it. I can remember· 
Norman Wright was saying, lIyou know, the Judge favors the 
northern part of the state. II Maybe I did because I had a lot of 
faith in Ralph. Ralph was really my right hand man. He was the 
guy that I had to depend on. And he just died here within the 
last year. So they're all gone. It's kind of strange. 

Rieger: That's okay. We'll get back. I have one of the reports 
that you gave me yesterday to read. 

Hella: Yes. 

Rieger: You called the period between 1953 and '73, basically 
when you were director, a period of what Parks, II ••• it's the 
most exciting and demanding era of expansion. II Can you comment 
on why you said that and relate it to particular with some of 
things that were going on at Itasca? 

Hella: When the war broke out, one of the things that I had in 
mind was that when I came back, that there are a lot of good 
parks, but they were too small. Urban sprawl was moving in right 
up to the borders, killing any, .or even destroying, the 
wilderness feeling and whatever you had. You can say that about 
city, you can say that about a whole lot of parks. I think I 
spell it out in my, in the report there. So I went after park 
strategic lands and I was advised against it. That you can .... 
This isn't the thing that people are particularly concerned 
about. In fact, he said, if they are concerned, they're 
concerned negatively. You're taking away good tax land. You can 
understand that too. And then another thing is that I had worked 
on that 1938 report, expanded the long range report, so I was 
after all' of those areas that we had recommended as well as the 
expansion of existing parks. To me this was extremely important. 
Let's get the land. Development can be delayed, it can be done 
later, except [when] development in itself is protective, that's 
one other thing. We had development going on as well as 
acquiring lands, but lands was the big thing for me. And the 
other things were big for me, I was an engineer, civil engineer, 
like I told you yesterday. It ·was big for me to get updated 
sewage disposal systems in the parks and stuff. You could feel 
the public starting to demand it anyway. I think you got a good 
sewage system at Itasca. It's a lagoon, and that lagoon, it 
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doesn't feed back into Lake Itasca even the effluent. It goes 
over the hump and it goes back into (if it ever gets that far, it 
probably never does) back into the river, but miles down river 
from there. And then we collected all of the sewage small septic 
tank tank, type of operations with soil absorption 
systems and we collected them all into one sewage system, updated 
sewage system, lagoon is a good sewage system if you maintain it. 
And I think it's a good sewage system, the Douglas Lodge is not 
included in that central plant or wasn't when I was, maybe 
they've connected it now. I don't know. But I had a good sewage 
system going at Douglas Lodge. I used the old big septic tank as 
a primary settling and I put in a rock filter that was self
operating, and a sand filter, and by the time you ran it through 
sand filter and I had even designed it for chlorination. That 
water is it totally potable. And, they'd been dumping raw sewage 
into Chambers, is it Chambers Creek that comes down through 
there? 

Rieger: Yes. [Ed. note: meant Mary Creek] 

Hella: Into the swimming beach and for the Lodge down below. So 
sewage systems were important, and I designed and built it. The 
Squaw Lake system I designed that all myself. The main system at 
Douglas Lodge, we farmed that out to an engineering firm. It was 
more than I could cope with, with everything else that I had on 
my back. So those things were important to me as far as Itasca 
was concerned. And I very much felt you over educate the public 
sometimes, or you know, [telling them] that you shouldn't touch 
the forest. A virgin forest has to be controlled, has to be 
managed. You would never have pine, you'd have all hardwoods in 
there by now if you didn't manage it some, and pine well that was 
the big attraction of Itasca. Even the gal that called in to say 
that she didn't figure it was worth a dollar for a permit to see 
nothing but trees. So there are a lot of technical problems and 
the thing I think, Harold Lathrop had started the local park 
boards, I mean when, oh, what's his name, he's from Carlton 
University, was commissioner ... they started them. They died out 
during the war because people changes in park uses died down and 
everything else. And I resurrected that when I came back, I 
believe in public participation. You have budget problems you 
can go to them and get support for them. Not only that you can 
get the good brains, I mean lawyers and professional people 
involved. And I got this Council of State Parks going, which 
there wasn't such a thing at the time, but I got it. Sam Morgan 
with his legal firm helped me. They just got $200,000 out of the 
city of St. Paul for this guy that's accusing this one member of 
the city council for, she's a gal, accusing her of sexual 
harassment, and Morgan's firm is the firm that defending the city 
and they've already got $200,000 out of them. But I mean there's 
a lot of legal, Sam Morgan put together a foundation act which 
we, I had proposed because a lot of my information carne from the 
National Park Service. I picked up an idea and applied it to 
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state park system. And then you have guys like, guys that were 
real wealthy and had a lot of money and believed and in the 
cause. Merle Harmon for instance. Governor Elmer Anderson. I 
never was turned down for a request for money from Governor 
Anderson or from Merle Harmon. One time in my career, Wendell 
Anderson was Governor and we were pushing the Voyagers National 
Park, and I was called to the Governor's office and they said, 
"You're a friend of Elmer Anderson." I said, "Yes. I'm a 
personal friend of his." They said, "Well, we need $400 to buy a 
painting that we want to give to Sig Olson." You know Sig 
Olson?" His books and all this and that. "For what he's done on 
the Voyagers, and could you get us that $400 for us to buy this 
painting?" I did get it for them. 

Rieger: Good for you. 

Hella: Yes, but I mean I served under six governors and half of 
them were farmer laborers and half of them were republicans. I 
never played political games, I never had a political sign in my 
front yard. I wanted to hold the political stuff up away from 
me. And the legislature you've got to get close relationships 
with key legislators, for instance, chairman of appropriations. 
And, they had some, like this one guy I mentioned earlier, a 
really smart guys in there, I mean really able guys and there are 
some guys with their hands out. This is no kidding about that 
either. I had a newspaper man who cried because some liquor 
lobby had left a case of liquor up at the St. Francis hotel and 
he had come into this meeting and all of the liquor had been 
picked up by other members, and he almost sobbed about the fact 
that he didn't get a bottle of liquor. I mean that's how cheap 
some of this stuff can get too, you know. Minnesota's a good 
clean state. It's a much cleaner state than many of them that I 
had reason to know about. Illinois for instance. People 
believed that they set the wayside table by the highway, that was 
public property they could come in there, if they could load it 
in their trunk they took it. You have a higher morality in 
Minnesota. Pretty high morality, I think of guys that I did not 
hit it off with when they first came in. Olson was one of them. 
He was a senator from down in the southwestern part of the state, 
and one night ~e and I, he was chairman of the building 
commission, and we got to be real good friends. One night he and 
I were at a meeting down in southwestern Minnesota, I don't 
remember the town, but we ended up after midnight eating in one 
of these streetcar restaurants, and he says, "You know Judge I 
know what, [ ... ] I get involved in things like this." He says, 
"I'm retired and I, this job gets to be an awful lot of pressure 
with it." And I says, "Look, you got, I understand you got three 
farms, and you got your kids running those farms, this country's 
been darn good to you. You've made it." He was president, also, 
of the pork association among other things. And I says, "You 
know I think it's wonderful when guys like you give something 
back to the state." I mean he was the kind of guy you really 
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need in the legislature, who made it. I've seen legislators put 
liquor on their expense accounts. You wouldn't do that with 
Olson. Boy, when he was chairman of the building commission, 
everybody had to pitch in 10 bucks for a fund, if there was any 
liquor bought, it was bought out of that fund, and it came out of 
their pockets. It did not come out of anybody's expense account. 
But I mean there's a lot of great guys in that legislature, 
Fitzomns, oh boy he had a mind. I mean he could tell you about 
that all that state budget he, it was really quite something. 
And he and I always got along well. And one thing Judge Magney 
taught me, never exaggerate your budget needs. Be honest. You 
know so many of them they blow up their budgets even as much as 
double them, with the idea that they're going to cut them anyway 
and they're going to lose that l well these guys aren't stupid 
over there. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: They know when it's padded, and I didn't pad budgets. I 
could defend what I asked for. Another thing is that some of the 
legislators told me was that you never walk in on these land 
acquisitions without what you've got to plan, you show them what 
we own now. And you show them what I'm asking for. You tell me 
what the price is as nearly as you can figure it out. And you 
show me why you want that letter, maybe it expands your natural 
areas because it's too small or being crowded and they're losing 
their value if we don't get some more land in that kind of use. 
Or maybe its like in the case of Itasca, we had to get a new area 
for access to that Mississippi River outlet, and we had to have 
more parking areal we had to have more facilities, we had to have 
toilets, we put in a gift shop there because we were also 
interested in making money. I came in, the gross on the gift 
shops and stuff was about $400,000 and it was well over $150,000 
or well over $1,500 1 000 when I left so. I gave a lot of credit 
to that for Dorothy Farrow who bought jointly with private 
operators and went to these gift shows and she did a good job. 
And another thing is that I resented very very much was the fact 
that there was still persisted in the state civil service system 
a feeling that women just shouldn't be paid as much as men in 
jobs. I was fighting for more money for the two Ralph Welte and 
Norman Wright who were the two regional supervisors and their 
Dorothy Farel was getting that job up over a million dollars and 
stuff, and I said l "Look, Dorothy Farel should be earning just as 
much as they do." You know the director of the civil service 
says, "Oh God no, I mean you know this kind of a job." I said, 
"You go into a private department store, a section head with the 
pluses and everything they're getting for building up a business, 
they make a lot more money than they do in state service." I 
finally lost out on Dorothy's salary, I couldn't get her up to 
what the other two were making. I thought at least the three of 
them were parallel and should be paid the same amount. And I'm. 
sure it's just because she was a woman. In fact, it was said 
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that she was a woman. That was a pet peeve of mine too, I mean. 
And Ruth [Husom], I moved Ruth up because she was dedicated I 
know some people get a little hostile towards Ruth, but she does 
a good job, and she does some things that even I very much 
believed in. She got a good telephone voice, and courtesy is a 
big thing as far as I'm concerned. 

Rieger: Right. 

Bella: Courtesy and clean toilets. No kidding. Jack Finnigan, 
the editor of the Pioneer Press talked, to me about Interstate 
one day. And he says he'd gone through there and the toilets were 
dirty. I have no patience for a manager that doesn't care of 
this. You let the mowing go, but you get those toilets clean. I 
can remember going into Cascade Rive, and these were pit type 
toilets, concrete floors and concrete, other than not being flush 
type, we had flush type too, and I walked in there and I frankly 
personally check some of these toilets because I took it as so 
damn important to the visiting public. And I walk into this 
place and there's last fall's leaves behind the stand pipe and 
everything else. I really read him. You get that damned thing 
cleaned up and don't tell me you cleaned it up yesterday. Look 
at the leaves back there for last fall. And another thing is you 
wash the inside of the stand pipe as well as the outside. Things 
like that. I was maybe overly critical, but you have to. The 
funny thing is you inherit people. Like for instance, I was at 
Buffalo River it was a Sunday. I was sitting on the curb of 
parking area with the superintendent talking to him, and a helper 
comes by and here comes a woman she's got a baby in her arms and 
she's leading another about a three year old in her other hand, 
and the blanket falls off the baby, and she doesn't notice it. 
It drops to the ground. This guy, one of our employees is 
standing there, I says, "Take care of that." What does he do, he 
goes over and taps her on the shoulder and points to the blanket 
on the ground. You know, how do you teach people like that. 

Rieger: Right. 

Bella: There were park managers that were very, Waino Kontola 
was one of them, that was very, very tough about courtesy at 
Itasca when he was the manager at Itasca. 

Rieger: Right, right. That was what I was going to ask you 
about some of the park managers of Itasca. 

Bella: Now Waino Kontola, when he was manager at Whitewater, 
he'd send me park magazine articles on that had related stuff 
like that. And some of that stuff we'd put it out and send it to 
all of the managers throughout the system. But unfortunately, 
people have to be brought up in families where they're taught 
courtesy and taught cleanliness. It's pretty darn tough to 
reteach. 
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Rieger: Yeah, when they're adults. 

Hella: Yeah. Those are minor things but they are major things 
too. 

Rieger: Let's talk a little bit about some of the Itasca park 
managers that you dealt with Andie Peterson, Waino Kontola ... 

Hella: Okay, Andie was a political appointee but he was a good 
manager. Andie was a very good manager, and he was the guy that 
knew courtesy and stuff, and he was the guy that would stop and 
pick up a cigarette butt just so people would see him, he's in 
uniform and he stops and picks up a cigarette butt, and these 
kind of things. He was very public relations minded, and he had 
a lot of good common sense. And he worked, he took a lot of 
advantage of Hugo Zaiser, the two of them worked very well 
together. I thought the world of Andie. I was mad at the time 
he was appointed, I was with Harold Lathrop when we went to 
Bagley, and Harold interviewed him and said, "I'm putting him as 
superintendent of Itasca." I didn't say it to Harold, but I 
thought there's another political patronized employee that we're 
going to get, that we're going to have to be confronted with, 
well it wasn't true. He did a good job, and he was a good 
appointment. Andie Peterson, Waino Kontola. Waino was a good 
superintendent, very thoughtful, Waino had background even in 
golf courses, but which I don't particular believe in in state 
parks. We inherited some of the public golf courses, and you 
can't, it's pretty hard to fight them off at Whitewater, and 
fight them off at Fort Ridgely. But it's amazing like at Fort 
Ridgely, we worked closely with their committee, and I didn't, I 
told them very frankly I don't want liquor stored in their 
lockers and drinking of it. You have to take a stand on 
something like that. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: But even at Fort Ridgely, you know, we couldn't afford to 
keep somebody out there selling pop out of the station, so we put 
a, just a cigar box, and a cooler with pop in it and stuff. And 
do you know that we always came out ahead on money in that cigar 
box. Because you know at that time maybe a bottle of pop was a 
dime. A guy only had a quarter so he threw the quarter in the 
cigar box. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: Even at Jay Cooke on the State Park sticker we had a 
steel box made, which they could drop their, it was a dollar 
then, up on Odenburg Point where we couldn't police that. We 
couldn't afford to have somebody up there catching everybody that 
came in. But you'd be surprised at how people put their dollar. 
in. 
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Rieger: Did you have any contact at all with the managers before 
Andie Peterson, when you were maybe working 

Hella: Oh, yes, a lot of them. A good lot of them. 

Rieger: Like RM Aalbu and Felix Esping 

Hella: Who? Who? 

Rieger: R.M., I think it's Aalbu. 

Hella: Oh, Aalbu he was a political appointee. He didn't have 
anything, as far I'm concerned. I don't think he can contributed 
anything. He was a political hack, that's what he was. And he 
wouldn't even work at Hugo Zaiser, if he's smart he would have 
worked with Hugo Zaiser ... 

[End side two, tape 2] 
[Begin side one, tape 3] 

Hella: ... thing of the past and hurt shouldn't be a part of it. 

Rieger: Right, right. Do you remember or can you comment on any 
of the resort system that went on just north of the park? The 
Sauers and the Parkview and ... ? 

Hella: We had very good relations with the Sauers, very good 
relationship. They were very cooperative. I used to stop and 
see them all the time. They were real swell people, and we 
worked very well with them. The Sauers and whose the others 
that, there was another resort there, real swell people. When 
the transient camp was in at Sqqaw Lake, the transients used to 
walk down there and buy their beer and stuff, but we, I remember 
Ralph Welte, Ralph one time after the C.C. program where he took 
on the job as superintendent at Scenic State Park, and Harold 
L~throp brought in beer, sale of beer in parks, that was a take 
off from the Minneapolis system. It was a way of making money, a 
good profit on the beer. 

Rieger: Right,. 

Hella: And Ralph told me one day, he says, "You know, I had a 
park visitor come in to the refectory, he wanted to buy a loaf of 
bread." We'd buy stuff that the campers needed. And they were 
all out of bread, and this guy said in a very disgusting way or 
hurt way, he says, "You don't even have bread, but you have beer 
on sale." I was telling Judge Magney about it, and Judge said, 
"Get rid of it," and we did get rid of the beer business. It's 
one thing to make money, but another something these people, 
regardless of how you felt about it, why they could go off, there 
were even at Itasca there were beer parlors on the edge of the 
park. They could go out and drink there beer. 
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Rieger: Right. 

Hella: And even at the Lodge once in awhile people would sneak 
in bottles in the dining room and spike it, spike a beer or 
whatever. I didn't like it, but I don't think we should tolerate 
it. 

Rieger: 
at all? 

Right. Did you have any contact at all with Earl Lange 
He was even before but he's sort of a big name. 

Hella: Yeah, Earl was a real great guy. You can praise him to 
the skies. He was a real nice people. He had quite a background 
as far as the park is concerned. I think there's a lot of 
stories that I don't know about, about him. You talk to some of 
the neighbors up there, and I'll think they'll tell you exactly 
what I'm telling you. 

Rieger: Frank Pugh, you've mentioned him a couple of times. 

Hella: Frank, Frank was quite a guy, and he was kind of coarse 
and crude but he was doing the job 24 hours a day. I mean, there 
was a time when this deer problem was bad, and there was a lot of 
poaching going on in the park. And I was in the park one night, 
it was evening, it was turning dark and we were standing out 
there in front of the office, Frank Pugh, Andie Peterson and I, 
you could hear a couple of shots way back out on the Lakes Trail. 
Somewhere but, not on the Lakes Trail but out on the Lihd Saddle 
Trails, somewhere back there. Frank takes off, he was going to 
get those poachers, but he did an awful lot of work on the 
poaching, and that was not his job. That was the warden's job. 
And some of those wardens would come around once in awhile but it 
was Frank who took care of the poaching. We didn't want the 
poaching even if there was an over abundance of deer. You had to 
control it. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: You can't let it run wild. But this was Frank. I told 
you about he's sold that piece of property at the headwaters, he 
could have got much more money for that than he held it. He sold 
it to us for what he bought it for, and he bought it for a darn 
cheap job. 

Rieger: Yes, everything I've heard about Frank has been very 
positive, and his devotion to the park was just incredible. 

Hella: Oh, very positive, yes. I can still hear him in his own 
office, Forestry at that time had radio contact with other 
stations. And the head was as squealing loud as could be and the 
thing you know, and he says, "It's that damn jack pine that's in 
the way out there." Yeah, Frank. And then there's another thing 
he, you know there's a catholic church, I don't know what your 
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religion is, but that's beside the point. Right outside the 
park, and Frank's wife was catholic. And Frank rewrote that 
catholic church, I mean he himself was very anti-catholic, and he 
said to the priest one day, he says, "I don't mind your calling 
on my wife," he says, "but I want to be home when you calIon 
her." This was Frank. 

Rieger: Gosh. 

Hella: But meanwhile he was roofing their church. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: He was quite a guy, and I didn't know he was dead, and I 
was told he's been dead over 10 years. I've been retired, it was 
20 years July 15th. So I lose track of .... 

Rieger: Right. He would have been an interesting person to meet 
I think. 

Hella: He was, very definitely. Like I say, a little bit rough 
but he was all for the park. You could never say that he didn't 
earn his money. He sure earned his money. He worked date and 
time and night and day on that park, I mean any encroachment on 
anything he made it his business to do something about it. 

Rieger: Did you have any contact at all with Bert Pfeifer of 
Bert's Cabins? 

Hella: They was nice people, real nice people. There were 
mostly nice people around there., Ted [Theodore Wegmann], he was 
a little tough to talk with, I didn't have much luck talking with 
him, but his heart was in the right place. You can't criticize 
him, he believed in the deer population and it was hard for him 
tQ believe that the deer were hurting the park more than helping 
it. And he bought that hay out of his own pocket, and he put, 
and grain even for the deer. 

Rieger: I think we maybe talked about this just a little bit 
before, the pageants and stuff that they had .... 

Hella: Yes. Even after the state parks took over, the pageants 
operated. The script was written by, I should remember his name, 
but I can't. 

Rieger: HaroldSearls? 

Hella: Yeah, Harold Searls, and he did a good job of it. They 
were very well done. Very professional. The actors were mostly 
people from Bemidji, and Earl Parker had an awful lot to do with 
that. I told you that before. And you know that the pageants 
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were, they at various times they were shipped to other parks in 
the state, Fort Ridgely particularly and Jay Cooke one year I 
think, and Whitewater. It was a program which the interpretive 
people should reconsider reinstating. It told the history of the 
search for the headwaters. It ends up, Harold Searls, I wonder 
if those scripts are available. I was thinking ask Forestry if 
they still have any of those scripts of Harold's. Harold was a 
very polished sort of a guy, very able, very nice guy. 

Rieger: You've had a connection sort of with Itasca State Park 
for many many years then. 

Hella: Yes. 

Rieger: Can you discuss just generally how you've seen it's 
development? It has changed so much. 

Hella: Yes. I think it's changed for the better. Definitely, 
we had good designers, we had good services of good designers, 
and that made a big difference. When you talk about designers 
usually it was landscape, it was the architects. I still say 
that the architect did most of the plans. He added a big 
dimension there, but there were others Dick Frohm, when we redid 
the Douglas Lodge, the what they call the Annex now was actually 
the helps quarters and they kept that open during the winter 
months, they lived in there during winter months. Dick Frohm was 
responsible for the kind of Indian motif that he worked into the 
design of the Lodge, it was very well done, and he was very 
talented. He even sewed the draperies for the Lodge and 
everything else. We converted that Annex into a visitor's rental 
units, tried to modernize some of the rooms more, at one time all 
you had was up in the Lodge the rooms there was one toilet for 
everybody in the whole place and try to operate that thing. The, 
I don't know what they've done with the place across the bridge, 
what do they call it now, there's a name for it. It's a lodging 
too, but boy 

Rieger: The Clubhouse? 

Hella: The Clubhouse, yes. I still hear the bats running 
through it up there above the ceiling. Those were the cheap 
quarters, and my we'd use those, or I'd stay at the headquarters, 
the old building when I was, the old log building. And most of 
the help used to live in the park. And the help understandably 
claimed, you know I said once of the park managers, (I don't know 
which one it was maybe Waino Kontola, or whoever it was) I said, 
"You know, you guys got a pretty good deal out there. We're 
charging you $5 room, you're paying about $25 a month for your 
quarters." They said, "Listen Judge, you own a home in the city, 
you're paying on that thing, and when you retire you got 
something." He says, "We've got nothing." Most of the guys were 
spending what money they had on automobiles, and it's true. It 
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was better that they could get out and live a more normal life 
and build something for themselves. 

Rieger: Do you think that maybe now that's what they do, you 
know everyone lives outside the park, do you think that that has 
maybe I don't know been slightly detrimental though to the sense 
of ownership or to that dedication to the park? 

Hella: Depends on the individual. I still think some of the 
guys didn't like it. I insisted that they take their vacations 
in the winter months and we had so few short months of public 
operation, but that in a way was unfair to the guys for the 
reason that their kids were in school at the time. This was 
brought up. I think most people that take jobs, for instance 
Howard Sheer, he was superintendent he succeeded Ralph Welte at 
Scenic, and he came from that country, and then when we got into 
the seven region thing, I asked Howard to take the region that 
Scenic is in and Tower Soudan and some of the others and he says, 
"Judge, if you think that I'm qualified to take it, I'll take 
it." I said, "I think you're qualified. You take it." Which he 
did. But the thing I started to say about him is he worked in 
the mines before he came to work for state parks see. He 
operated one of those seven yard shovels. I mean the big, great, 
big shovels, they were big, big pay and stuff. He said, "It 
wasn't the money I was interested in. When I came to parks I 
took a big cut in salary." It's just because I wanted to work in 
parks. So that kind of, there were a lot of those guys, and 
Ralph Weltes and a lot of them worked for this kind of.... I 
walked through the campground with Howard one day on a kind of an 
inspection tour. The campers you know would say, "Howard, I wish 
you'd stop in and have a cup of coffee with us." He says, "Uh, 
Judge, I don't believe in too much fraternizing with the people. 
I have to keep my distance from them." It made a lot of sense 
and yet he had good relationships with those people even though 
he didn't fraternize with them. In other words if he had to get 
tQugh, there was no problem. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: Another thing that I think was quite wonderful that was 
started by Harold Lathrop was the training sessions for park 
managers. We were getting people with no background and you had 
to teach them some basic philosophy and even law enforcement and 
stuff like that. And for years when Harold was director, we'd 
close Itasca on Labor Day and right after Labor Day we'd move in 
and we'd use the groceries. We'd budget to pay for the travel 
and we'd travel with pickups and what not, be coming in, at that 
particular moment in time only the park manager came in himself. 
We later expanded that, I did, to include the wives. For the 
reason that wives in many cases were the bookkeepers. They did 
an awful lot of work that they never got paid for. 
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Rieger: Right. 

Hella: Yes. So it became more of a social event, we had good 
speakers and stuff like that, and then after we acquired Fort 
Snelling and we acquired that church which I wasn't very happy 
about because I still don't think that it's being properly 
operated but that's beside the point, we had, I brought in a guy 
from Kentucky who I had met in national meetings and stuff. He 
was looking for a job, he lost his job for political reasons. 
His name was Johnson, too. We built living quarters for him 
upstairs in that church. They had no children, they were older 
people, and then we had the I think it was the basement in the 
church for like most churches have for social reasons, social 
functions. We brought in, we were going [to give] civil service 
exams to a lot of applicants, and we brought in a bunch of these 
applicants and we got real good speakers, we got top people from 
the National Park Service from their Harpers Ferry school and Sig 
Olson was a speaker at one of them, I remember, and a few guys 
knew in the regional office. I don't remember what it was, a 
week or two weeks, I think there's a record of that in the 
office, the program and everything else at least I left one 
there. But, training sessions, and we brought in some of the 
guys from the field too in those training sessions. But I think 
you've got to have a training program going on constantly even if 
it's the business of cleanliness and business of courtesy and 
everything else. Ruth [Husom] told me that the Bell Telephone 
system had a film on telephone courtesy, you know things like 
that you used, you had to bring them to the attention of people. 
That's a constant, you got to keep going at it, harping at it. 
Well, anyway, those were some of the problems, a lot of them were 
handled by Ralph [Welte] and Ruth [Husom] and some of the people 
in the office, and they were responsible for ideas and Dorothy 
[Farel] did a real good job at building up that revenue 
operations. So it takes staff, good staff, and there's a lot of 
things you wish you could have done but there's limitations. At 
least we built a foundation for better budget too. I hope that 
some of those people understand that over there that .... Not 
only that this business of private donation, private funds and 
stuff. I can say with some pride that we got, the time I was 
there, we got over 2 million dollars outside money, not only that 
it's one thing, like I was telling you the other day, going to 
the legislature and say, "Look, we want some money to do this 
history." But you can tell them we need, it's going to take so 
long, and it's going to have to have so many people, and we have 
to have so much for travel, and we have to have so much for this 
and so much for that. It all adds up to this money. But if you 
can get go and say it all adds up to this much, I've got private 
pledges for half of it, you got a good chance of getting that 
money from the legislature. 

Rieger: Right, yes. 
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Hella: We did that in the case of quite a few, McCarthy Beach 
was one of them reform. That was before my time too, that was 
with this money from school children as was, that was Fierro's 
administration. So we weren't the only ones that got money. 

Rieger: But you are certainly well thought of. When I was 
glancing through the report, the back pages, the author Sam 
Morgan said that you were lithe director that played that greatest 
part of any in building of the state park system we have today. II 

Hella: That was very kind of him, and I think the thing he 
appreciates and a lot of these business people that I got this 
group of very talented people and with money who are willing to 
help finance some of this stuff together. Merle Harmon, and all 
the rest of them, Al Marshall, he was one of the greatest in my 
book. Even this guy, Ray Meyer, although I told you that I was 
pretty critical of what he said and I didn't follow through on 
the last part of his original thing, he does give me, I was 
looking through it (Everyone's Country Estate) last night, why 
pretty big compliment. And some of them were prejudiced, they 
were my friends. Yeah. I used to say to the superintendents, 
lIyou know I got nice letter," which was a courtesy, and I says, 
lilt's probably a relative of yours. II It was a standing joke 
amongst the guys. You know the guys did things that did a lot of 
good for the park. I remember John Lindell at Jay Cooke. John 
was a retired navy pilot, and he had that military courtesy. One 
night, I don't know what the [ ... ], I think he [another person] 
was also an ex-navy officer of high rank, much higher rank than 
Johnny had ever enjoyed. I had stopped at Jay Cooke and it was a 
blustery, rainy night, Johnny had gone out of his way to help 
them get their tent setup and stuff, and also they accommodated 
him in one of the shelters. And this guy wrote the nicest letter 
on John, but John, it was a courtesy of his. A lot of these guys 
that were in the military, there's a connection. They've learned 
the courtesy that is a big plus in a job. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: You could say the same thing of Palmer Roan. Palmer was 
a bachelor before he married Evelyn, and he used say that, you 
know every time I stopped at Gooseberry, he had a cup of coffee 
for me and these dried out glazed doughnuts I remember he'd serve 
me. He said, "Judge that isn't true, they were Maryann cookies 
that I served you. II But I mean this is a relationship that I 
enjoyed and they enjoyed, I mean to this day if you were to tell 
Palmer that, geez, the Judge sure disliked like those dry up 
glazed doughnuts, he'd tell you very definitely, "They were 
Maryann cookies. II And Joe, he was the regional director at the 
Bemidji office, Joe, he was, I can't think of his last name right 
at the moment, but he started out at St. Croix, and he'd been in 
the army. He was a guy with a lot on the ball. He was 
superintendent at New Ulm, and worked at St. Croix before the war 
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and he was entitled to a job when he came back. Ludwig, Joe 
Ludwig. 

Rieger: Oh, okay. 

Hella: Yes. Really did a good job as a regional director. I 
still wonder about all those regional offices, though I wonder if 
they aren't too many layers of supervision. You know today 
communications are entirely different. I could see them at the 
time, that's why I wasn't too keen this regional offices allover 
the place. I could understand dividing the state up into more 
than two regions, however, but seven of them I just didn't think 
they needed that many. And some of the retired employees has 
told me and told me that the regional offices are overstaffed. I 
don't know. I've never visited one so I really don't know, but 
he has visited them, and he worked for Forestry, he was in the 
division of Forestry and he's a little sour on them. 

Rieger: Is there anything else that you would like to say maybe 
you know about your work, about Itasca, we've been going .... 

Hella: I had a regional forester come in here because I was, 
when I'd first go over as director and we went through Itasca, 
and this was an era after the war when not only the state parks I 
but national parks had suffered from lack of budget and lack of 
personnel, and I wanted to get some technical. These were 
quality guys in the technical positions in these regional offices I 
of national park service. I wanted to get some technical opinion 
off of him. He ended up as saying to me, do you know that you in . 
the state parks, and Itasca particularly, have done a better job 
than we've done on some of the national parks. That was quite a 
compliment. 

Rieger: Yes. 

Hella: And this was Itasca he was talking about. And I think 
we've done a pretty good job over the years, uh, at least as far 
as I know from the starting with the Andie Peterson supervision 
and the impact of Hugo Zaiser and Ralph Welte and stuff. I told 
you what Ralph, I sent him over to the Minneapolis Hotel for 
training. He says, "You know, Judge, that was a wonderful 
experience for me. He says, "You know you go in, you don't know 
anything about a hotel management and then to go through 
something that has a umpteen year background in operations and a 
manager that's grown up and lived with in the business." He 
says, "This was a real privilege for me to have gone through that 
training period." But I think again too many public operations 
are leery of the citizen input on them. I never was. You know, 
tell you, well I don't want to use names and I hate to put a 
finger on anyone person, but I was told that when I was retiring 
that I suppose the first thing your successor has to do is to get 
rid of these meddling citizens groups. You know I'll tell you 
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something, they can open up more doors than you ever can. 

Rieger: Right ... 

[End side one, tape 3] 
[Begin side two, tape 3] 

Hella: ... advisory groups. The same way when on Voyagers. We 
got Voyagers established, I was at a meeting at the Minneapolis 
Hotel and some of the board members, people that had worked on 
Voyagers, said, "Well, now that everything is done, I suppose we 
can abolish the organization. II I said, "Your fight is just 
beginning. You better keep going. II And it's true. You look 
back and boy, the problems that they've had to get involved with. 
I mean, and of course another snowmobile fight now. And they've 
had to hire attorneys and fight some of the stuff that's going in 
Washington. 

Rieger: It's an incredibly complex system. 

Hella: Well, it is, it is. Technically it's complex. You have 
to be involved with the geologists, biologists, foresters, 
archaeologists, historians, you can use any of the social 
sciences as well, and National Park Service does. You can 
qualify as a physical scientist or as a social scientist. And I 
think that's the way it should be. It's a broad spectrum thing. 
It's not a civil engineering sort of a thing or a landscape 
architect or whatever. One of my best friends, who I still 
correspond, he was an associate director of Connie Wirth when 
Connie Wirth was director. He lives out on the west coast now. 
He's a graduate of the west coast university, he had a social 
science degree, and he was a damn good park manager. Every once 
in awhile I hear from one of the regional directors, he lives in 
Kansas. Every once in awhile one of them comes through town and 
they call me still, it's twenty years ago, too. 

Rieger: But that's neat. 

Hella: It's kind of complimentary. 

Rieger: Oh, yes. 

Hella: One, this Howard Baker, he had a sister who lived in 
North Dakota and he was on his way through and he called me up. 
He's the last one I heard from. And there are others. And that 
I'll tell you something else that's important, that they maintain 
their relationship with the National Park Service. You can get a 
lot of support there, you know like a training class, you can 
always have somebody from the National Park Service in on it. 
Maybe not from a Harper's Ferry operation but from naturalists 
from their regional offices and stuff like that. Good speakers 
and they can charge up your own people. 
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Rieger: Right. 

Hella: On two different occasions, (I don't know whether, did 
you read this report?) we had entertained national organizations. 
You learn from that, you get some pluses from that. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: I think Dorothy worked up some convention. You ought to 
talk with Dorothy even about regular operations. Dorothy Farel. 

Rieger: Right. 

Hella: She's retired, but she's still living in town. And she 
may have some ideas, I'll tell you something about Dorothy. She 
was very prejudice in favor of John Martin, so don't bring John 
Martin up. 

Rieger: Okay. 

Hella: But, she was very protective of him. 

Rieger: She lives here in town? 

Hella: There was a church affiliation there too, but I don't 
like it in a public operation. Both of them were good, or she 
was particularly ... when I came in, she was. I hired her, by God, 
come to think about it. There was a guy that was a department 
head at Ward's who was an applicant at that time, there was some 
other one. And I thought Dorothy knew her way around. She did, 
and she did a good job. I think Dorothy was defensive of John. 
She knew what a jerk things were. She had to know because of 
those Monday mornings when he didn't show, and for awhile I used 
to wait until he came in, but I finally decided I can't do that. 
I've got to get going. I mean we'd start right away at the time 
to go to work we started the meetings. Everybody had to go their 
own way. You just can't be waiting for somebody. But in gross 
total, there were some pretty swell people. 

Rieger: Well, I think maybe this would be a good place to ... 

Hella: Break off. 

Rieger: Cut if off, yes. 

[End interview] 

43 

Ita
sc

a S
tat

e P
ark

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y




