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SS:  Okay this is Thursday morning, April 21, 1988, we're at Hill House and this begins the 
interview with Jack Maloney. People present are Jack Maloney, Peter Rachleff, Don Seaverson.  
For the benefit of the transcriber, let's just go around and each person say their name. 

PR:  I'm Peter Rachleff. 

JM:  I'm Jack Maloney. 

DS:  I'm Don Seaverson. 

SS:  First question is when you were born and where you were born. 

JM:  I was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in Hennepin County September 10th, 1911. 

SS:  So you grew up in Minneapolis? 

JM:  I grew up in Minneapolis and I remained a resident of Minneapolis continually although I 
worked in and out of there driving truck until the summer, early spring of 19...summer, spring and 
early summer of 1937 when I became active in organizing for the what we at that time called the 
North Central District Drivers Council which was a carry-over from the early days when we were a 
independent drivers union after being expelled from the International Brotherhood of Teamsters in 
March of 1935 and which was a result of Carl Skoglund's planning of how the Teamsters should 
eventually build a area wide conference of Teamsters. 

PR:  Could I cut in to say we're going to want to get to that [unclear] later... 

JM:  I know I'm just explaining the... 

PR:  Okay, cause I'm, it whets my appetite to hear you start that way... 

SS:  That's right, we could like really launch right into... 

JM:  I'd like to give the reason why I left, I was not permanently, I would come back to the city and 
we'd go out again but that was my first, other than being away from the city for long trips, that was 
my first long experience of being away on union activity. 
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SS:  Where were your parents from, did your parents... 

JM:  My mother immigrated to this country from, in, her parents all came from Ireland, they 
immigrated into Stillwater, Minnesota, and she was three or four years old. 

SS:  At the time she came to the United States. 

JM:  Yes.  I never knew my father although he came from County Cork.  My step-dad, Ole 
Severson, was a second growth Norwegian and he was born and spent the early part of his life in 
Decora, Iowa and his parents were immigrants from Norway.  I don't know the, I do know, I don't 
recall, do you remember the town on... 

?:  Hollingsdolf. 

JM:  What? 

?:  Hollingsdolf. 

JM:  Holling, that's the background that I recall. 

SS:  So what part of Minneapolis did you grow up in? 

JM:  Basically the northside. 

SS:  Was there a strong Irish community there? 

JM:  No, there was not, but the family did go to St. Brigette's parish which was strong, it was kind 
of an ethnic group, there were a lot of non-Irish that were Catholic, but there was a lot of Irish 
people in the parish.  I did not go to the parochial school.  The rest of the family did I believe, 
except my older sister, she was older than I.  I did not go to school there, you went there, Dort?  
Jim, Dort? 

D:  Yeah, all of us went. 

JM:  All of, but I didn't go. 

SS:  So what was it like growing up on the northside? 

JM:  Well, it was kind of a struggle, although at the time I didn't realize the full impact of it.  The 
old man as I refer to him had the unfortunate experience of being, we never could prove it, he never 
spoke a great deal about it, blacklisted from that unfortunate strike of 1917 and so he was forced to 
buy horses and go in the contracting business or work for the city on a day labor basis. 

SS:  Now this strike, can you say a little bit more about it for... 

JM:  Oh, I'm trying to find a little bit more about it myself, I don't know a great deal because... 

SS:  Who did it involve? 
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JM:  It involved as near as I can gather the general drivers, now I don't mean it was a general strike 
to the city... 

SS:  Right. 

JM:  ...it was a charter of the union called the general drivers or the team drivers and it involved 
local 23.  Now by a strange coincidence, if you don't mind me wandered a little [unclear] in the 
background... 

SS:  No, go right ahead, yeah. 

JM:  My brother Dahlen and I and Mo Hork and George Shellows moderated a two and a half hour 
session and Mo Hork corroborated some of this and it turned out that his father and the old man 
were working on the same job for S. J. Groves Contracting digging the Kasota Building basement 
and we can't find that, it's around, it's two and a half hours and I've got home the paperwork on it 
but Chris Miller, do you recall Chris Miller? 

PR:  No. 

JM:  She was an assistant to Martin Duffy... 

PR:  Okay. 

JM:  ...and somebody else and it was done at the, over on the campus, 19th Avenue, and it was set 
up there in a very professional arrangement, we weren't out on the street or anything, we was in a 
regular studio and we were there oh two and a half hours or more. 

?:  I think that was Rarig Center. 

JM:  Huh? 

?:  Rarig Center on the West Bank. 

PR:  Rarig Center, yeah, over there on the West Bank University. 

JM:  Well there's a little bit more of it there, and we ought to dig that out because there's a lot of 
history in there and some amusing history because Mo Hork is Jewish, he was working for a Jewish 
employer and they struck for breakfast money in order to get ham...it's interesting... 

?:  [Unclear] 

PR:  Now this general drivers union, this Local 23, if they were working together digging the 
basement, the foundation for the Kasota Building, then they were construction laborers. 

JM:  No, they were the drivers.  See... 

PR:  So they weren't actually working in... 

SS:  They were hauling... 
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JM:  They were hauling the dirt away. 

PR:  Okay.  Now the question was whether this was your first introduction to labor union through 
the experience with your step father? 

JM:  No.  Yes, yes, he, see, I had the occasion to go with him quite a bit of the time on jobs because 
working for the city, and we done work over here, we put a job in at Moriah Sanford Hall over on 
the campus, we done, put in tennis courts, we done the dirt work there and I could ride the team and 
get a day's pay and he could be the laborer see.  The horses, he had been trained for gee and haw 
and the horses almost could go by themselves but we got a day's pay for that see and I would go 
with him and he'd talk to me quite a bit about it and he was quite a sticker for getting a wage that 
was a living wage and he used to talk to me because he'd been an itinerant worker and had gone to 
the harvest fields and was very well acquainted with the Wobbly movement in the early days cause 
he was born in '69 and he spoke about Dillion, Big Bill Haywood and he knew about them through 
street meetings, he was not a reader, but he had a good memory and he knew quite a bit about 
Thomas Van Lear who was a socialist mayor and it was a big railroad strike on here in '20-21 
period and he took me to a couple of meetings that they had, they were street meetings and my 
mother told me that Gene Debs was at one of them but I don't think that's true, I don't recall that. 

SS:  I was just going to ask who, if the street meetings were under anybody auspices or if they were 
just like mass street meetings. 

JM:  They were auspices by the trainmen's union and they were held down in that neighborhood 
where we lived at that time.  That time we were living in northeast Minneapolis.  And because of 
the old man being ostracized on account of the strike, he had not yet purchased horses and when he 
did get horses we had to live in areas where you could have horses and barns and we moved 
around, had to be on the outskirts of the cities and that, it was a kind of a, it wasn't very rosy a thing 
because the work was seasonal and there was expense, you had to keep the horses fed, they eat 
three times a day, same as humans and you had to take care of them and we had a frugal living and 
we experienced the problems that the American working class experienced and there was a lot of 
privation, lots of people in the neighborhood were on the border of absolute relief at the time. 

PR:  Now you mentioned that you helped work, you must have been 10-11 years old doing some of 
that... 

JM:  I was 11... 

PR:  And that your older brothers and sisters... 

JM:  There were no older brothers, I was the oldest. 

PR:  Okay, went to parochial school. 

JM:  They all went to parochial school yeah. 

PR:  Now did some of them, did you know what age did they start leaving school to work to help 
the, was that something the family had to do? 
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JM:  No, no, I don't think that was it, they all graduated from school, you graduated didn't ya? 

?:  Yeah. 

JM:  I didn't, I was a drop-out, I dropped out in the 8th grade. 

PR:  And did you continue to live at home and work [unclear] 

JM:  Partly I'd, like all the other kids I was anxious, I was rebellious, I didn't like discipline, and I 
was curious and I went to the harvest fields at an early age, but I went to work, I got a permit to go 
to work, my birthday is September 10, and I went to Jordan Junior High and I got a permit to go to 
work and I started to work for the Dayton Company.  First I went to work for the M and St. 
[unclear]_ Railroad for a few days and I quit and then I went to work for the Dayton Company, I 
was helping on a horse and wagon delivering bundles and I worked there for quite a while and then 
I went different places and that was my introduction into the trucking, transfer, delivery business, 
whatever you want to call it.  And I stayed there until I left to try my hand at helping build the 
union. 

PR:  Can you say a little more about the street meetings?  Did they, did people sing, was there 
music? 

JM:  No, it was just the guys talking and I do remember that there were some of it in ethnic, there 
were a lot of Italians, we were in an Italian neighborhood and there were a lot of Italian and a lot of 
Poles, some people would talk in that language, it was during the shopman's strike and they were 
involved and I remember distinctly very well, I was about 10 years old, the passenger trains coming 
out of the depot had to slow down I guess almost to a stop coming to the, entering the Main Line 
and there were a lot of kids over there with sling shots and they'd lay on the far side of the tracks 
and they had, well we used to call them steelies but they were old ball bearings and they'd shoot at 
the windows on these passenger trains just, for no reason except to harass them, that was all, 
apparently they didn't think that up, somebody you know, somebody put the idea in their heads, but 
they thought it was a great sport and then the railroad bulls would chase them, well they'd, how's a 
big old man at 40 years old going to catch a 15 year old, 12-13 year old kid, you know, it ain't in the 
cards, so that went on for a few days and then in a few times ended with [unclear]_, that did go on, 
but I remember we went down, I don't know if Gene Debs was ever out, I don't think he was 
involved that much, but later I found out Carl Skoglund and Oscar Cougar told me that they did 
have some very big meetings but these I assume now and I can only assume that, they were more or 
less neighborhood rallies but they concerned the strike and they had people there and they were 
down the lower East Hennepin in Minneapolis and as I recall them there were people spoke in a 
couple of tongues there that I couldn't make out and there were a lot of Polish laborers in the round 
houses and a lot of Italians working on the tracks, so I know that those were the two probably most 
prominent language, but hell that's long ago and [unclear] you know... 

PR:  That's, yeah, but it's very, those are very interesting recollections, that's a important pattern 
there... 

DS:  Perti'near 70 years ago... 
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PR:  More than 70 years ago... 

JM:  Well, yeah, don't get me too old. 

SS:  Now you mentioned also working in the harvest fields, do you have recollections about that? 

JM:  Oh yes, yes, in those days you are perhaps, well maybe not, and I don't know where you were 
raised Pete... 

PR:  Back East. 

JM:  Oh, well, in my day all the grain was harvested with binders, the grain was cut with the reapers 
they originally called it and it was tied with, into bundles, that's where it got the name binder and 
then the bundles would be taken by hand, they were scattered as they, [unclear] shoved it off the 
binder and they'd hire the field hands to pick them up and I'm sure you done it too [unclear]. 

?:  Shocking. 

JM:  And they'd call that shocking and you'd grab them and put eight or ten of them in a shock and 
the reason for that was you didn't have to carry them too far, and they'd be there and that would help 
dry them and this would go on prior to the thrashing and that the more time they stayed in the shock 
of course the drier they'd become and the easier they'd go through the machines, the thrashing 
machines and for shocking the farmers paid you a couple of dollars a day, sometimes three dollars a 
day and some of them wanted you out in the field real early in the morning and they brought their 
lunch, they brought your lunch out to you in the field, not because they were considerate of you but 
they wanted more work out of you.  But some of the Dutch farmers and the German farmers, they 
were more jovial and they did come out with good lunches and it was more or less a festive 
occasion, the meal hour, and they brought it out to you and most of them had home beer, home 
brew, and, but some of the farmers were pretty frugal, they brought you out some food and soon as 
you got through eating, well, let's go boys, let's go, the rain'll start and all that sort of stuff.  Then 
they'd start to thrash... 

PR:  How long would that work last, was that a couple of weeks work, or a month's work? 

JM:  Oh a couple a, a week - ten days, the shocking because once the grain, it can't be cut until it's 
just about ripe, if it's too soon, and when it's in milk, the grain is what they called in milk, it won't 
mature right, so once the grain gets matured, then it's got to be cut rather quickly because if it gets 
too mature it'll drop out of the head and they'll lose it, so 10 days, two weeks is about the end of the 
shocking and so there's a tremendous amount, it's labor intensive to use the, and farmers used to 
come down to the jungles and if you're not familiar with that expression... 

PR:  I know what that is... 

JM:  That's where the people would hang around and they'd hire you or talk to you and take you out 
to their farm and... 

SS:  Did you spent time in the jungles? 
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JM:  Oh yes, yes. 

SS:  Did you meet Wobblies there? 

JM:  That's right, oh, I met a lot of Wobblies there. 

PR:  And this is after, so you would have left home then? 

JM:  No, the first time I went out, I went out with the old man, because one of his abilities...one of 
his trades was he was a steam engineer, he'd learned this too and he was running a old buffalo pits 
bellow [unclear] steam engine and he'd done this before so we went out to Candle North Dakota 
and I was going to be the fireman and they burned straw believe it or not, yeah they burned straw, 
they had plenty of straw and it was a continuous operation and they had a big long shute at least this 
long you had to keep pushing because if you let air get on the tubes it would help deteriorate them 
you had to keep it... and we just got going real good, about a day and one of the bolts, stay bolt they 
call it blew out and that made the boil, the thrasher ineffective so then they used a gas engine, a big 
gas engine, and the old man didn't know nothing about running gas engines, he could run steam, so 
they got a steam, I mean a gas engineer to run the gas one and then he worked in the fields, he was 
spike pitcher then, that stayed on the machine and helped feed them and that was my first year.  
From then I went several years on my own but that was an interesting experience because you know 
the Wobblies controlled it, the [unclear] the means of transportation was the railroad train or your 
own car.  And well we had an old Ford, I had an old Model T Ford, paid $30 for it at, most of the 
guys travelled on freight trains and there you bumped into the Wobbly, the Riding Delgate and he 
had the paper, the stamps and the books, he could line you up, tell you the stories and preach the 
Gospel to you and a lot of them were very very capable people and they had a lot of logic and they 
had a lot of stories and that's where I first learned about the Yellow Fellow.  They apparently had a 
fight with the J.L. Avery Company that manufactured separators, and a separator is a thrashing 
machine, I guess they had a disaster on it cause they would go out of their way to find a Yellow 
Fellow and when they heard there was a Yellow Fellow their idea was to go out and go to work on 
it and the theory was to go out in the field, get big rocks at least this big, take the binder twine, tie it 
up inside the [unclear], well when you get up there sometimes the rocks would go through the 
separator without causing any trouble but their hope was [unclear], that it wouldn't go through and 
break the teeth out and that would curtail the effectiveness of the separator or completely destroy it, 
put it out of business.  I never knew the history of it except what I heard. 

PR:  And you never knew what their beef was with this J. L. Avery... 

JM:  Oh, I think they were trying to organize the foundry where they were making the separators 
and they lost the beef, it was supposed to have been made someplace in Kansas, the Yellow Fellow, 
that was the J. L. Avery Company made it. 

SS:  The Yellow Fellow was the name of the thresher. 

JM:  The separator, are you familiar with it? 

SS:  No, I'm not, I'm just trying to... 
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PR:  A fascinating instance of a connection between an industrial struggle and a farm... 

everybody:  [Unclear] 

JM:  That was the 120 group, industrial, the agricultural line, all the agricultural people were 120 in 
the Wobbly, I guess you know that. 

ALL:  Uh-huh... 

SS:  So do you remember any other stories that they told you when you were riding the rails? 

JM:  Oh they give you a lot of, they give you a lot of stories, one of them I remember because I had 
occasion to relate it, we were talking about jurisdiction here about four or five years ago, and this 
was about 1926 or '27, maybe earlier, oh about that time, and we were in the jungles waiting for a 
train and the discussion was always these delegates you know they would start up a conversation, 
they didn't wait for people, they'd start lecturing and this guy was talking about jurisdiction because 
the AF of L at that time, their big thing was pre-job conference to discuss jurisdiction and who was 
going to get to do this and who was going to get to do that, never take any action on the job, so they 
were talking about jurisdiction and this Wobbly told it and I can remember to this day, he says 
jurisdiction is always going to be a discussion, but he says jurisdiction belongs to the man to the 
group or to the union that's got the most men on the job with the best conditions with the most 
security with the best pay, he says because you know that they fought to establish that and he says 
never will you ever find an employer when there's an argument over who should get the job, he will 
never line up with that group of people, he will always line up with the guy who's got inferior 
wages, inferior conditions, no job security, no protection if he's injured or anything else and he said, 
and the reason for this is he says this is capitalism and the bottom line is profit and he says that's 
where the boss is going to line up and he says that's your answer to jurisdiction and you know I've 
never saw that fail, that's his kind of homespun way of telling it and it was pretty goddamn good 
and I listened to that and I remembered it so clearly, I don't think I have it probably exact but that's 
the way I remembered it and that's 60 years ago. 

PR:  So you must have joined up then in order to ride [unclear] 

JM:  Oh, I had the card the first time I ever rode, you had to, oh you know you got for a dollar, you 
got the Sacco and Vanzetti stamps, you got the Tom Mooney stamps, you got the education stamps 
and you got your dues and the book and the songbook, you got everything but a trip to Paris for a 
buck you know, that's right.  And there was a place in Mile City Montana that if you were broke 
and you wanted to eat, I never had the occasion, but the story was that you could leave your book 
there and the delegate would pick it up and pay your bill.  Now I never heard that, I never saw that, 
but it's possible. 

PR:  Yeah, now you think in the jungle in Minneapolis, the [unclear] 

JM:  [Unclear] know of a jungle in Minneapolis, they had a hall, a Wobbly Hall. 

PR:  Okay, there was a Wobbly Hall in Minneapolis.  Where was the jungle that you, that you... 

JM:  The jungles were usually near the railroad tracks, where the trains would be moving slow so 
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you could catch them on the way out, and there's where you had the places to make fire, to warm up 
something to eat or cook up the coffee and if you were fortunate to have coffee and you cooked it 
up, you never spilled it out, you always hung it up in the tree someplace. 

PR:  It's just that I have a mental picture of what I understood where a lot of early '30s and... 

JM:  Well that's a little bit different... 

PR:  That's different, yeah. 

JM:  They were more or less Hoovervilles... 

PR:  Hoovervilles, right, right, right.  So this is actually, the jungle was out of town heading west. 

JM:  They were anyplace along the railroads for, in, around the countryside, they were pretty near 
anyplace because when you were travelling you know a lot of cities didn't want you and some of the 
cities were what they would call bean towns, they didn't want you beating on back doors asking for 
something to eat so if you went and beat a back door down, that's what they called it bumming a 
back door, they used to hand you a ticket, they said go to the police station, you'll not be arrested, 
they'll give you food and when you got there you got a can of beans, pork and beans and a half of 
loaf of bread and they'd tell you to get on your way and the jungles were close by the railroad tracks 
usually and there you could, what they meant jungling up, you could create a fire, you could go bum 
enough to get a stew going or... 

END TAPE ONE, SIDE ONE 

TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO 

SS:  Okay, we're... 

JM:  We were on the jungles [unclear] 

SS:  Yeah, right, yeah. 

JM:  And they generally had places there where you could create a fire, build one, and there was tin 
cans around that you could cook in, you could wash your clothes and boil them out, a lot of time 
you'd get lousy if you had time between trains you could boil your clothes up or wash them, you 
had to keep clean too you know and some guys had to travel, it was the only means of travel. 

PR:  Now did the Wobblies help set a tone that people wouldn't take advantage of each other, 
people didn't steal from each other in situations like that.  Say you had just gotten paid or something 
and you had, you had some cash on you, were you comfortable that there was a respect for each 
other that was established in these box cars and in these jungles? 

JM:  Well, I think there were a lot more people who were non-Wobblies than Wobblies riding and 
there were a lot more crooks than honest men so nobody ever expressed any desire that he had any 
money, he had it hid out in his shoes or someplace else and nobody ever travelled as though he had 
any money because you'll, nobody, there was no honor among thieves, you know. 
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SS:  There were hijackers too, right? 

JM:  Oh, certainly, and they'd beat ya for your clothes or anything else, there were thieves then, 
they're no different than the guys in stock market today, huh, we were watching that, what was that 
Larry King show last night, about how they high grade people, nothing changes if you're down on 
your luck and you're travelling in a boxcar, if you're in one of these what's the guy that sold all the 
arms now he's going broke, in the Contra scandals, the guy with the Persian name... 

PR:  Hakiem. 

JM:  Hakiem, Hakiem can't peddle no arms, why because they can't trust him, but what's the 
difference riding in a box car or his jets, isn't it a shame he's lost them all he's down to a D-10 now 
you know...s 

?:  What a shame. 

SS:  Yeah, I was just going to say so you know, I don't know how many years you did this seasonal 
work but, or whether it was something that continued through... 

JM:  No, I, see the seasonal work it continued for me, if I wasn't working it was a means of going 
out and six or eight weeks running up a pretty good payday, see you always got 50-60 cents an 
hour, farmers paid you that.  There was two ways of working, see this was all abolished when the 
combines come in, the farmer was no more dependent upon itinerant labor, the farmer and his 
neighbor and his neighbor could get together and harvest their own crop. 

PR:  One machine did the whole. 

JM:  Yeah, and now the banks has saw to it that every farmer has got his own machine and 
everybody's in hock to the farmer, they're like a convict in the penitentiary, they've got an account 
number and a bank and they can no more live their own life than the guy doing life in Alcatraz 
because, but then the separator's were a costly investment and there were some contractors and 
these guys would contract with a certain amount of people and he could only contract enough 
people, if he got too big, the other guy'd get panicky because if the grain market dropped the farmer 
at the last end of the stream couldn't get in on the kill or the weather and so he had to get in and get 
out so it was long days and they paid 50 and sometimes 60 cents an hour and there again the 
influence of the Wobblies, when you got a crew of men and there were more Wobblies in it than 
others, they demanded field time, many of the farmers wanted to pay you belt time, you got up in 
the morning, you harnessed your horses and you drove out in the field, you loaded up your wagon, 
you had a load them with a pitchfork, a big hayrack, it'd take you, well how long you say Don, 
20-30 minutes a load? 

DS:  Yeah, depending how far you was from the rig it'd be [unclear] 

JM:  Yeah, but I mean just to start loading, it'd take you 20-30 minutes and then you had to drive 
into the rig, sometimes a mile and they wanted to pay you from the time you got to the belt and then 
if they had any trouble or if they had more grain than they had tanks to haul it away in they stopped 
the machine, they wanted to pay you belt time, just when the belt was turning, they had a big long 
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belt.  You've seen pictures of it. 

SS:  Oh yes. 

JM:  They wanted to pay you belt time, well you could be out in the field for 12 hours and the 
machine worked four, break down, run out of water, whatever, it was a steam engine, run out of 
fuel, run out of, they didn't sack much, they used to haul it in what they called grain tanks or they'd 
get to the elevator in town, the elevator couldn't handle the grain and you had to wait, they had 
plenty of grain [unclear] they're all lined up, so you had to pay the price, so the guys'd Wobbly up 
on the farmers, say hey you paying field time or belt time.  Well, it's belt time, okay field time good 
bye, see you next year and that's the way it went. 

PR:  Now it would strike me then that a smart guy would like you would want to make sure that he 
was with a crew of Wobblies, that you'd want to be working with a group of guys that you knew 
were going to stand up for those things [unclear] 

JM:  But you couldn't always decide that, Pete, see because a lot of these contractors would bring in 
the machine and the separator, the power that is, the machine they called that and the separator and 
then he'd rely, say he had eight farmers on his circuit and he was required, he didn't furnish the 
teams and the horses, all he had was the mechanical equipment so the four of us setting here and 
four other farmers, so you were required to furnish three wagons and you had to get three and me 
and so on, so you didn't have enough hands so you'd get on the jungles or in the street and hire, so 
you didn't know who until you got assembled at the thrashing machine.  Well then you talked it 
over, it was a bunch of home guards there well the smart thing for you to do was get the hell out, 
you know, because they were all, they were working for fame and glory and you were out there to 
make a payday.  But normally the farmers were smart, if they were short men they'd try to keep you 
satisfied, if they had six or eight home guards and a couple of stiffs as they called them, they didn't 
all call them...the Wobblies had a name for the farmer, he was the john, Farmer John, you know, 
they had songs made up and jokes and some of them were ripsnorters.  Well they would, they'd 
measure it out, they'd say okay we've got to pay this guy every day, but all the sons and the 
neighbors and the cousins they understood cause they were changing work see, so if you were 
working and you were getting field time well that was all right if you were all hired, but very few of 
the contractors that I knew furnished the horses and wagons, they couldn't because all they had to 
do was store the machine, they couldn't store horses and things like that.  So as a result you could 
make a pretty good payday in six or eight weeks if you didn't have a steady job and I as for the last 
time I went to the harvest fields, it was '27, '28, 1927 or 1928, so I must have gone there four, five, 
six years. 

PR:  So then what happened in 1928 when you stopped going... 

JM:  Well, by that time you see the employment situation for young people was hard to get. 

SS:  It's right around the time of the Crash too, right. 

JM:  Well the Crash hadn't come yet. 

PR:  '29, but it was still... 
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JM:  But there was around Minneapolis... 

SS:  Was there any feeling that there was you know economic doom over the, around the corner? 

JM:  No, but I do remember the old man got stung, there was a kind of a building crash in 
Minneapolis, not a crash but, he was working for contractors, digging basements, tapping them up 
that is, seeing that the [unclear] were set and that the, they were floored off, capped off they called 
them, and there was a shock in the building in about 1926 cause I know he had some bad times, 
there was one contractor that he had stuck him for seven or eight basements that normally had paid, 
that, he was in hock to the bank, the bank pays for everything, well the guy couldn't come through, 
but the work was, well I was young you see and I was trying to get a job and you were low man on 
the totem pole and when you went anyplace to go to work there was no such a thing in the driving 
industry as seniority, there was no rules and I decided well it's what I knew [unclear], I s'pose if I'd 
had had a trade you know that I was adept in I probably might have been there, but I didn't... 

PR:  But now you're still talking horses. 

JM:  Yeah, and trucks too. 

PR:  And trucks too. 

JM:  Oh yeah, yeah, but by this time I'd got a chauffeur's license and I was driving truck but you 
know you're a young fellow, 17 years old, 16, 17, and you only get work when the workforce is 
employed and it's a tough job and there wasn't all that much work although the stock market hadn't 
hit and then in 1929 I got a job working for a company, well I worked steady for a hardware 
company delivering, I drove truck for them, I had a steady job with the Dayton Company but I run 
into some problem with them and they had a mutual benefit club, I got my first taste of big business 
that way, everybody paid a certain amount of cents per week and this was a kind of a sick fund 
where you got ill, and one of, who had the diphtheria that time? 

DS:  All of us. 

JM:  Not me, I didn't have... 

DS:  The time we [unclear] in for 52 days. 

JM:  Yeah, well I was off 7 weeks, so I had 7 weeks pay coming and I think what I was to get was 
around 56 bucks because they'd been taken out I think 35 cents a week out of my salary, I was 
working by the week, $12 a week, for this Mutual Benefit Fund, take care of you when you're sick, 
you get two thirds of your salary.  Well, when I come to collect, number one I wasn't sick that was 
the first thing, I didn't have diphtheria but I was quarantined, so I argued that, well they couldn't 
mount an argument.  Well they said what do you want it for, well I says what difference does it 
make what I want it for, well they, I says so something else, I says well I want to buy a suit of 
clothes for one, so they told me they'd give me an allowance on a suit of clothes, that they'd give me 
a suit of clothes and they were gonna give me a brand, well I knew enough about their pricing that 
they were going to sell me a suit of clothes and charge me the retail value so I'd be getting about 8 
cents on the dollar something about that and I got mad and then I quit.  I shouldn't have, what I 
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should have done I should have stayed there and stole enough til I got even off of them, and it was 
easy to do in the delivery room but I didn't think of it at the time.  And then I went on and I worked 
on construction work but all of that stuff is like a popcorn, you know, you work so long, it blows up 
and the construction job is finished and you're looking for a job again and I done quite a bit of that. 

PR:  Now you were saying earlier that there was Wobbly Hall in Minneapolis. 

JM:  Yes. 

PR:  Can you tell us a little bit about that, where it was, what kind of stuff went on there... 

JM:  I'm trying to, I was trying to place it with Don the other night, I tried to place it with you, it 
was on South Washington Avenue, it was on the northside, now there were two gaiety, there were 
two burlesque theaters, one of them was the Gaiety on 1st Avenue North and Washington and I 
can't think of that other one, it was down on Marquette, but I think it was in there, in that block 
where the Wobbly Hall was and there was always a couple of guys in there and they were on the 
move lots of time, but they had a temporar...they had a permanent secretary or agent here and they 
always literature, you could buy anything in there and there was all kind of people coming in, most 
of the Wobblies are like sailors, they're you know booming, they're here today and gone tomorrow 
and they were from all different fields of employment, they weren't just agricultural workers, they 
were construction people, they were sailors there were any of the five lines that made up the 
Wobbly working groups and you could come in there and they held meetings and they used to have 
street meetings down on Bridge Square, I remember them and they'd, we'd go down there, over the 
old Gateway you remember, well you don't remember that, that used to be, you don't probably 
either but it was down on 2nd Street... 

PR:  Before our time. 

JM:  Well, it used to be a kind of a triangle, it started at 2nd Street and it went up to Washington 
and it was Nicollet to Hennepin, they'd, kind of in a triangle.  Then they had a building, it was 
called the Comfort Station, they used to have them you know, they had one on 7 Corners, when the 
medium of transportation was street cars and where the interchanges were, the transfer points, they 
had toilet facilities, they called them comfort stations and in the wintertime when you was waiting, 
you could get in get out of the cold if you had a long wait or you could go and relieve yourself when 
you're waiting for a train, but this one in downtown it was nice, it had some grounds, it was kind of, 
you know, up here it was wider and they had nice grounds and at the bottom there, Bridge Square 
they called it, was an area down there and the Wobblies used to hold street meetings, so did the 
preachers, the sky pilots, they were out too you know and I guess all the free speech groups was 
around and well Father Coflin hadn't been out with his demagoguery yet but I suppose there were 
people like him that I don't remember but the Wobblies were down there, they used to hold street 
meetings regularly and this alley was out with the drum and the tambourine you know and so they 
did have a hall and I don't know when it went out of existence and then it went to a private home, 
the, some guy had it a private home. 

PR:  You don't remember who? 

JM:  It was down on the southside as I recall, over on the southside someplace. 
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PR:  But you kept up some relationship even after you stopped going to the [unclear]_... 

JM:  Oh yes, I get the paper in my home, I get a bundled copy, 6 copies, I get the paper, I pounce it 
on people, it ain't being printed and I win a lot of bets on it, no money involved but...[unclear] 

SS: So were you involved at all with the local at that point, I mean... 

JM:  In what? 

SS:  Involved with the Wobbly local, did you... 

JM:  I'm not, I wouldn't say that I was consistent but I'd go down there, it was kind of a novelty 
more than you know after all when you're 17, 18 years old you got a lot of other things besides the 
class struggle... 

SS:  The reason I was asking is just whether you had been introduced at that point to some of the 
conflicts that were going on between the Communist Party and the Socialist Workers Party or the 
beginning... 

JM:  There was no Socialist Workers Party at that time... 

everyone:  [Unclear] 

JM:  But even at that time... 

PR:  But Cannon came here to make a speech in '28.... 

JM:  No, I wasn't around for that, see I was in and out of the city quite a bit, and then when I did 
start working for the trucking companies, you're out of the city a lot of the time and then a lot of the 
work we done was start early and work late, fella, you'll get ahead that way you know... 

SS:  Right, sure. 

JM:  You [unclear]_ get much pay but you'll sure get ahead and then a lot of times you were out of 
the city a great deal. 

PR:  So when did you first people like Skoglund or the Dunns or any of them. 

JM:  Do we want to get into that now, I'm willing anytime you're ready. 

SS:  Oh, yeah, well we're up to 1929, I know that there's some things that happened between '29 and 
'32 that are important. 

JM:  All right now in '29 I got a job working for Northwestern Glass and I was a lone driver on that 
and I worked there, I just about learned the trade there, I worked there two and a half years, it was a 
seasonal job, now so that we don't get or for the record if it's ever gonna be used, it was a strange 
thing in Minneapolis.  Minneapolis was a complete open shop city, it was dedicated to the theory 
that the employer had a work saw force that he commanded and you had no right to talk back.  Now 
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that wasn't, you didn't get a lecture every morning but that was the implied theory and if they 
thought that you were talking back, you were down the road.  Well they didn't have to come out and 
fire you, they just didn't employ you and pretty soon you got the hint, you went someplace else.  So 
in the trucking industry, in the transportation industry it's a fluid industry, it's hard for one that's 
never been in it to understand it because it's dependent on contracts.  A trucking company will have 
the contract today and have it for six months or six weeks, or six days and one of his competitors 
says geez there's a good job over there, what do you say we go and make a bid on it, so they go to 
Joe Blow and say look we don't know what' you're paying but they do know but we can make that 
move for you and we'll do this this and this and we'll charge you x dollars.  Well that's x dollars 
below what they're paying the other guy, well the guy says what have I, well he says I'll give you a 
go at it, next week you start Monday, so the guy don't know if he's really gonna get it or not so 
everybody's on the hustle.  Well at the end of the week maybe the guy's proved himself so he's got it 
for a while and then competitor "c" comes in and he goes after competitor's "b" price and it's a real, 
you know they say going to sea the big fish eat the little fish and that's the way the trucking industry 
goes and the whole transportation industry, rail, air, we witness today in air, that's why you need 
regulation and that's why the trucking industry was regulated in '35 and that's why it's gone to pot 
since it's been de-regulated thanks to Mr. Carter and so a trucking company may have a lot of work 
today and nothing tomorrow, it's feast or famine.  So when you know that somebody's got a big job 
you go there, you know that they're going to employ their regular workforce first and you may get a 
chance and it's not at all uncommon to be working for three or four employers in the course of a 
week's time.  Now in addition the working people in Minneapolis were corrupted by the Citizens 
Alliance and they had employment offices in this city where they schooled the people and I was 
down there looking for work, in the summer time when you could endure the climate we used to 
hang around down by the M and St L. Depot and the trucking people would come by and pick you 
up.  In the wintertime you couldn't endure the climate so we'd, wherever they had their offices, they 
had them in different places on 3rd Avenue or on 1st Avenue, you hang around in there, at least it 
was warm and they'd call in and, but if you happen to get on page 8 of the proverbial list, they 
wouldn't send you out, but at least you were warm.  And otherwise you had to go around to various 
trucking companies and they all had a place, what they called the snake room, there was a window 
that the dispatcher could open or a door which he comes through and pick you or whistle you out or 
call you by name to go to work, so you could be working in a period of time, maybe for, in a 
month's time you could be working for 15 or 20 different employers depending on who had to work 
see.  And you were, when you worked you worked on a productive hour basis and if you're not 
familiar with that, I'll explain that. 

?:  No. 

JM:  You worked when you produced and even in some of the companies, you'd start out in the 
morning, you'd come down, you'd get your truck, you'd get oil in it, the gas, you'd do all of that.  If 
you were hauling furniture, you made sure that all the pads and everything were there and they'd 
give you a job, maybe in your downtown they'd send you out to the country club district, take you 
an hour to get out there and you'd get on the job at 8:15, now you've been working since 7 o'clock 
and they'd start your time at 8:15, [unclear] you started to produce and they got paid from the time 
you left the barn.  These were the, it was, for some, some companies were better than others and 
sometimes they'd pay you all the way through but they were chiseling, chiseling, and they used to 
have, many of the barns had what they called striker tickets, [unclear] you could get paid at the end 
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of the job, there was no bookkeeping, they had no means and I don't know what the hell, obviously 
it was for their own bookkeeping because you know they paid you off, from then on they could 
write their own ticket they'd pay you off whatever was easy and it was an atrocious situation so the 
industry in Minneapolis was one that was very very mixed up and the only people that really 
worked steady were what they called housemen, that meant where a company had a team or a 
vehicle on contract by the month, usually when they had the wagon painted Haul Hardware 
Company and it was their contracted, so many wagons or so many trucks by the month, they were 
on a contract, a monthly or a yearly contract.  They were known as housemen, that they worked for 
one steady house and they weren't in the regular workforce, they were employed by the company 
but they went down there and sometimes the company was [unclear] on them and make them do 
extra work too, but that was the situation in Minneapolis. 

PR:  So how did that situation begin to turn around? 

JM:  Well it didn't turn around until we turned it around.  It never began to turn around. 

SS:  Not even with the unemployment demonstrations and that type of activity beginning to... 

JM:  Well we're talking about two things, you know if we want to be, if you want the benefit of the 
experience that I lived through, unemployment demonstrations and I may have some quarrel with 
some of my peers at the drivers union as it later became known 574 then 544 had little or no 
experience on the unemployed demonstrations prior to 1934 and I'll explain that to you, but first I've 
got to go and see my friend... 

?:  All right. 

PR:  This is the most, this is the most fun thing in the world for me to do, god damn, this is just... 

SS:  We're on the air, guys... 

JM:  Where were we when we left... 

PR:  I asked you the question about... 

JM:  Where were we when we got grounded? 

PR:  Okay, we were around 1929 and I was asking you about you know, what happened with the, 
how were people organized into these unemployment organizations and what role did they have in 
terms of the radical movement? 

JM:  Okay, in 1929 I knew of no unemployed organizations in Minneapolis, and you stop me Don 
if there's anything that you remember, cause Don's got a pretty good memory too. 

SS:  Yes, please, please do. 

JM:  I knew of nothing, I knew of no youth movement and I was sort of young at the time myself 
and there seemed to be no concentration of any unemployed groups, we're talking about now the 
summer of 1929, before the Crash. 
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PR:  Before the Crash. 

JM:  Before the Crash.  Well, I was working that summer, I was working for Northwestern Glass 
Company, I was driving truck for them and basically we were on plate glass work, setting plate 
glass windows and when I wasn't doing that I was making city deliveries to hardware stores to 
replenish the stock orders that they'd order, if case [unclear], all right now, when the stock market 
hit in the fall of '29 in the general trucking which I was familiar with it didn't seem to hurt the 
trucking industry all that much. 

PR:  And from the worker's perspective the industry was already a mess before the Crash anyway. 

JM:  Well yeah it wasn't, it wasn't spectacularly good nor bad because in the industry it was a 
seasonal thing, they hadn't developed all this polyethylene frames and working in all kinds of 
weather, they were always building for the shut-down.  Round it started to freeze, work quit, no one 
thought of building in the 20 below zero weather and they didn't think well it was non-productive, if 
a guy's going to be warming his hands over a fire, he ain't driving nails so the boss had that figured 
out, he ain't going to pay guys to warm their hands, let them stay home, he don't pay them, and there 
weren't no unemployment comp so it didn't cost him nothing so the industry as we knew it in the 
distribution because nothing was really basically manufactured here, orders for products and 
material had been placed earlier and business again figures they'd better get their money because if 
they deliver stuff and somebody sells it they have to sue to get the money usually so capitalism 
knows that C.O.D. is collect on delivery and that's why it comes, if they could trust people they'd 
just write them and and send it to them so it didn't really hit the trucking industry until the spring is 
when you noticed it, the jobs weren't starting up, that's when I first noticed it in the trucking 
industry.  In the construction trades the winter was the same, now this last company I worked for 
used to have big jobs that started in the spring in the warehouses, and big new buildings, there were 
none started.  So all those what they called outside glazers that worked outside of the house, the 
warehouse, weren't being called back and they'd come down around the plant and say what's going 
on and there was nothing going on and I don't remember when, I didn't go back to work in that 
spring.  I got a job with a trucking company and we went down in southern Minnesota paving down 
at Wells, Minnesota and we stayed there til we finished that job and I come back in the middle of 
summer here and things were tightening up pretty much then.  See some jobs that had been 
bargained for, already paid for, were going on, they were budgeted.  No new budgets were allowed, 
and my mother, Don and I were talking about when the first real demonstrations occurred on the 
unemployed if we want to get to that.  And the first thing that happened that I recall was people, see 
there was a transformation it was just starting then, they weren't supermarkets, they weren't called 
supermarkets, they were called chain stores, you're not familiar with that expression... 

everyone:  [Unclear] 

JM:  No, different, I mean in food market, oh Woolworth's was here long before but I'm talking in 
food marketing...in chain stores... 

PR:  Sure, sure. 

SS:  Yeah, yeah. 
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JM:  And there were big commission rows in every big city and there were fruit auctions down at 
the railroad tracks in every city.  In Minneapolis there were three, there was the NP and there was 
the M and St. L and the Rock Island, no the Omaha, it was the Omaha, cause they used to get the, 
there was no NP it was on the Omaha yards down by where they got, we were talking about, where 
the rubberneck is down by 1st Street you know they got the Star Building... 

DS:  It's be 3rd Avenue north of 1st Street about. 

JM:  Yeah, you'd go down 3rd Avenue, now you had to go to 4th Avenue to get through to get 
down to the auction, and then you turn left, there was a big team track there, the fruit auction was 
there.  Rock Island was on 10th right off of Washington and the M and St. L was down on 5th 
Street and 3rd Avenue and by where old gammer Rob used to be, had a fruit auction in there and 
they'd auction right out, the buyers would come down there and they'd auction it and you'd back 
your truck into the express cars or box cars and load the fruit and take it to these places.  That was 
all done away with not by the chain stores but when the supermarkets started in, Safeway and Red 
Owl and those kind of stores, although National T and A&P were in business, they didn't have their 
own green rooms yet, they were still using the Central Market up until about 1938, so what I recall 
was that people when they'd run out of food they had to make a request, they'd call up the City 
Relief Department, the City Relief Department would take their name and address and they'd send a 
case worker out and the case worker would come out and investigate the people, check them up, it 
was a humiliating experience.  How much money you got in the bank, ain't that a crazy thing, do 
you need this and all that.  And then they'd give them an emergency order that they called and it was 
for staples and then they'd assign them a day they could come down and replenish that order.  Now, 
Don, do you recall that that started much before 1930, 1929, in big orders I mean, in big numbers? 

DS:  On what? 

JM:  Getting the orders down to the courthouse. 

DS:  I don't really know that, but I know when that group that courthouse see it was central, they 
didn't have branch offices, everything was at the courthouse... 

PR:  Well that was later on... 

DS:  No matter where you lived you come to the courthouse to pick up your order and that's where 
the riots started, more or less spontaneous, there was some organization, but that, I got a jump from 
'29 because this is more like '33 almost when... 

?:  How much? 

DS:  When the courthouse riot... 

JM:  Oh, yeah well that's... 

DS:  Tear gas riot, they used all the tear gas. 

JM:  That was much later. 
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DS:  That had to be around in the early...'33 I'd say, something like that. 

JM:  No, no, no, it was earlier than that... 

DS:  It was? 

JM:  Yeah, but now anyway they had this humiliating experience and then they come and they got 
this order and they had a date assigned and everything was channeled into the one room and I can 
place it a little better.  I was driving a 1930 Dodge, it was brand new, it was '31 and he bought it in 
1931 in Fargo, so it was about the winter of '31, '30-31 that winter and I was running to Fargo, 
Bismarck and Valley City and when I used to come in empty a lot of times we had cream and eggs, 
but if we was empty I used to stop and pick the people up that were walking to the courthouse and 
they'd start in two-three o'clock in the...they'd start early because they took them in, the way you got 
lined up, people had nothing to eat, there were two weeks between orders or whatever, I think it 
was every two weeks and they had to go in succession and by eight o'clock when they opened up 
there'd be couple of hundreds of people there waiting to get service and they still had this goddamn 
inadequate understaffed group of people and still interrogating, do you need this, has anybody 
worked.  I never had to go through it but people that did tell me it was terrible so the people were 
walking and the reason they were walking early, they'd get down and go to line like people waiting 
all night to get a baseball ticket today, $50-60 they pay em, and then they were trying to get some 
goddamn pork and beans.  So, finally they started demonstrating about this, but even before that.  
Now place this for you I. G. Scott was an alderman in the 10th Ward and he later on become pretty 
liberal, he was liberal to begin with, and he started, you remember Don, he'd get them open 
buildings and he'd start getting day old stuff and he was putting up a little, well he eventually 
became an alderman, at that time he was just a concerned citizen.  And they went out and they got 
an open store, I mean a store that was vacant and they convinced the landlord that they would heat it 
and keep it from freezing up and they'd guarantee that it wouldn't be destroyed and they had a relief 
center and they'd get wood, remember they'd get wood... 

DS:  Anything. 

JM:  Anything.  And they'd get old clothes and anything... 

DS:  [unclear]_ rabbits... 

JM:  Anything at all, rabbits, they'd go and have these surplus foods, where they'd paint the potatoes 
blue so they couldn't be sold, I don't know if you recall that.  They had potatoes by the truckload 
that were surplus so they'd spray with a blue paint, it wouldn't spoil to eat so that you couldn't take 
them and sell them see.  And they were fishing out the lake for the carp and what else and they'd go 
and get these and get them to the people and they had rabbit hunts. 

PR:  Who's the 'they' besides this I.G. Scott? 

JM:  Well, a group of people surrounded around him, he was a kind of the ringleader and he...huh? 

PR:  Were they working people? 

JM:  Unemployed working people. 
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PR:  They were unemployed people themselves? 

JM:  Yes, and for the most part they were activists in unions and they were, had been in unions and 
knew a little bit about organization, a little bit about bargaining.  They were not [unclear] in a 
union, they were active people in a union, they knew how that, you know there's power there's 
power in a band of working men and so they were using their power and they went and hustled the 
state when they were cleaning out these lakes to get the carp, they were good eating when they're 
cold, you know 'fore they're warmed up, I mean the water warms them and they get mealy and they 
got these surplus potatoes and they got wood and they contract to clean land and for the wood and 
they went to the various bakeries and got the day old bread and they had this agency and Scott built 
eventually a political machine and he become a very powerful person and a very good friend of ours 
by the way in the union later on.  He lived next door to Mickey Dunn for a while and we used to go 
fishing with him, he was a good drinking man too, he used to drink moonshine out of a fruit jar I 
remember that.  And that happened see, well... 

PR:  Where was that storefront, was that down in there in that same neighborhood... 

JM:  Oh no, it was in... 

DS:  I.G. had it right on his front porch, right at his own home... 

JM:  He began [unclear] 

DS:  And where in the heck... 

JM:  It was up on Yorksese or Upton or something... 

DS:  Yeah, up... 

?:  About 39th... 

PR:  Right up there towards where Harry lives now, so way up on the northside... 

JM:  Yeah, in the third ward.  It was in the 3rd ward, that's where he come from. 

SS:  The Aldermen should hear this now. 

DS:  10th ward... 

?:  There's the old 10th ward... 

JM:  10th Ward, 10th Ward, yeah 10th.  The old 10th Ward, you're right, Don. 

DS:  Now it's probably the 4th Ward. 

JM:  Oh, they've restructured the city, then it started out as the 10th Ward, that's where it [unclear] 

DS:  But Scott later became County Commissioner and then his wife, his wife took... 
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JM:  He become a powerhouse in politics here.  We used to go up to his lodge up there fishing with 
Skogie, that's where we made Skogie the cook. 

PR:  Now were you part of, did you get involved with this? 

JM:  Not in the unemployed, not in that, I got to know Irving later, but this is where this started, this 
is one of the forerunners of the organizing of the decentralization of relief... 

?:  Yes. 

JM:  Especially what Don's been talking about. 

SS:  Yeah, and another organization I think which comes later, the organization of the unemployed 
which was this [unclear] 

JM:  They had three or four groupings, there was the Central Council of Unemployed Workers, 
what was Carl Cane's group? 

DS:  The MCCW, Minnesota Central Council of Workers. 

JM:  And then there was a couple more. 

DS:  Now Carl didn't come, signed up at the beginning of the strike in '34. 

JM:  Hm? 

DS:  The MCCW Carl was organizing, the strike was on, cause I signed up on it with Carl and the 
strike was on, cause we went from Strike Headquarters, [unclear] I forget yeah I think it probably 
was right in Strike Headquarters... 

JM:  Oh yeah, Carl come into the strike after the strike began, he had an office down on 3rd Street 
beyond Charlie Hall's Chicken Shack. 

DS:  Yeah, that's where we signed up I think. 

JM:  Uh-huh, but we were at 225 S. 3rd St.  Thanks. 

?:  Yeah, [unclear]. 

JM:  Well, now these kind of things were erupting then, now there was also oh a corrupt old son of 
a bitch, a preacher that started one of these... 

PR:  With phony money and the whole bit... 

DS:  Yeah, Dr. George McLinberg. 

?:  McLinberg, that's it. 

?:  Yeah, yeah, yeah. 
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JM:  And we took his church away from him one day in a strike, that's another story, but he was 
going to use it to split the union and that's when Grant Dunn become the pastor. 

PR:  We'll get to that. 

JM:  The closest we ever got to God. 

PR:  Now were there people involved with this guy, with this undertaking that weren't just 
interested in meeting the immediate needs of the unemployed but also saw a kind of as a political 
strategy, that this was [unclear] 

JM:  No, it was strictly pork and beans and they were, it became that and out of it came these 
innumerable target parties... 

PR:  Target parties? 

JM:  People were unemployed and had no money and a lot of people had the bad habit of smoking 
and they had difficulty rolling cigarettes so there was a little machine called, there were two or three 
of them, but the most popular was a target machine and it was a little thing and they, if you bought 
so many sacks of Target tobacco you got the machine free, but if you bought just one sack you had 
to pay a certain price for the machine and you could roll, you could roll cigarettes, so they used to 
have a little home brew and a target machine and people, they called them target parties and they'd 
set there and roll cigarettes, well there was no TVs, not very many radios because although radios 
were popular too, radios and everything, the Depression had cut in and who had $59 to buy an 
Atwater [unclear] radio then.  You didn't have five 59 cents to buy a roast, let alone 59 bucks for a 
radio, see.  So people would set there and they had one of them old, his master's voice gramophones 
that they had lined up and they'd roll these target parties and they'd talk treason.  That's a hell of a 
thing you know, hunger and discontent, go hand in hand, and this started and I suppose like topsey 
it just grew.  Well Don was pointing out, these riots began, well pretty soon, in cold nights I used to 
drive my truck right down to Washington and 4th Avenue cause 3rd Avenue is kind of a busy thing 
and I'd go to 4th Avenue and I'd open up the backdoors and sometimes I'd have 15 or 20 people that 
I'd picked up coming down Washington Avenue going down to the courthouse and I'd just let them 
out and then I'd go back up to the terminal.  Sometimes I'd just leave them off anyplace it was 
convenient if it wasn't too bad a night and we'd be coming in early in the morning, 4-5 o'clock, 2-3 
o'clock whatever.  Well, finally I wasn't there, but my brother Jim was, he's between Don and I and 
he was down there.  Now the guy that was credited with leading that one is S. K. Davis and I'm sure 
it's Gus Hall, at that time he had a different name, Arnie Allburs, that's the name that I knew him as. 
 The reason I knew him, there was a Finn bath house up on old Western Avenue and Humboldt, 
used to be now Glenwood, just before you get to Cedar Lake Road... 

PR:  That's again on the northside. 

JM:  And there was a Finnish National Hall up there in the big three story building and they 
published a paper and he was a Finn writer, I guess he could write in Finn or something, he was a 
writer for that paper and I had some discussions with him and years ago I met Gus Hall, he was on 
tour and I asked him that and the fellow from our union said that, member of the CP, he said well 
you didn't ask him the right question, and I guess if I would have asked him the right question I'd a 

Twen
tie

th 
Cen

tur
y R

ad
ica

lis
m in

 M
inn

es
ota

 

Oral
 H

ist
ory

 P
roj

ec
t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



got the right answer.  Anyhow they led a couple of those marches and they were pretty severe.  Now 
I'm not trying to put the CP down, the CP at that time, the split which gave forth to the Communist 
League of America hadn't influenced enough people to even hardly know that it was about and they 
didn't have enough people to influence an uprising like that.  The CP did have an apparatus, they 
had an apparatus around here, you know, they, Ray Dunn ran for Senator just before they put the 
boot to him and so they had a fairly good state apparatus.  The Communist League had none, you 
know, they were in a period of regrouping at that time, so then after a couple of those, but this one 
was pretty severe... 

PR:  By severe you mean the cops beat people up and stuff or... 

JM:  Oh yes, and they were letting go tear gas, now I don't know if that's the one that really put the 
frosting on the cake but they used to have a tear gas that if you caught it quick enough and you had 
a glove on you could pick it up and throw it back and it would explode, but you had to have a glove 
on or it'd burn you otherwise, you'd get your hand would burn, but if you had a good glove on you 
could pick it up and throw it back if you caught it quick enough on the first hop and so they were 
throwing them back.  Well you know how the courthouse is situated, there's a moat there on the 5th 
Street side.  Well one day they threw so much tear gas back that the judges had to adjourn court, 
that's right, and then they decentralized the relief, that was the big thing, they decentralized relief 
after a couple of those marches, but in the meantime, first came the as Don points out the grouping 
of the other people that were not of the CP orientation, now there were three or four groups like 
that.  Some were I  suppose straight-laced trade unionists that didn't want no part of the CP, because 
you want to remember the red hunts, the Moscow trials had left their mark on the trade union 
movement in Minneapolis cause they scrounged out a lot of people in Minneapolis as they did other 
places.  See Oscar Koover was marked, Louis Rosalen was caught, he was a carpenter, those are 
two people I know exactly.  Oscar Koover was one of the defendants in the Smith Act trials, but he 
was never clearly expelled from the electrical workers, Louis Rosalen was never expelled clearly 
from the carpenters, but they were victims of the Gompers raids and they went through and they 
done the job in the trade unions that Palmer didn't get in the first red hunts so... 

SS:  Can you say a little bit more about that, about what happened with the Gompers... 

JM:  Well after the, then again now, that's just a little bit before my time, but the old man told me 
some about it, and he wasn't too articulate but later on Carl told me a little more, Carl Skoglund, he 
was more my mentor than Ray Dunn, oh now that's the wrong word too I mean but he advised me 
more about some of these things because I had the occasion to work with him on the street.  Carl 
and I, I used to call him my ma-na-ger, my manager you know, and he had an accent so I used to, 
and Harry DeVore did too, I worked with Carl for several months and when you're out in the street 
every day and you're riding and talking you come up with a lot of things and he told me about what 
attorney Mitchell Palmer did at the instruction of the commander in chief, went after the so-called 
reds in the unions, I mean in the country.  Well Gompers was not going to take the back seat and he 
went after the people in the unions and of course it was done at the assis...in assistance of most of 
the local bureaucrats in the respective communities, when they wanted to put some guy out, they 
had him investigated and they used that as quite a little means to smother people, but it did not 
come into play Carl told me on him in the shopman's strike because it happened, the timing on it 
was just a little bit later.  They probably would have been a lot more damaging to Carl if it would 
have been started a year or so earlier than when it did, and Koover was involved in that too, but 
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they went through and they kept Oscar Koover in the electrical union because he was a superb 
electrician.  Louie Rosalen was a crackerjack carpenter, well they didn't want to get rid of him but 
they, Louie got jobs in the saw shop, who wants to go down on a construction job where a guy's 
filing saws, who wants to talk union when that screech screech going on, you can't hear yourself 
think, and but they needed Oscar Koover and he used to be on hand for the stage show at the 
Orpheum and places like that in the opera house.  That's where I first met Oscar.  There's no time 
you know to go for you do-it-yourself book when the lights are out in the theater, you got to know 
where the fuse plugs are, you got to go there and do it.  Well they, they done a pretty good job on a 
lot of the people in the, you know the effect of it.  So some of that brushed off I'm sure on some of 
the people that had been in the unions and were leery of S.K. Davis and other officials of the 
Communist Party and I don't mean, I'm not red-baiting them here, I'm just telling you exactly the 
way that it appears to me.  And I assume that some of those people carried that with them to their 
grave, what they heard about that, in their thinking.  And then there were other guys that were 
opposing the Communist Party on more principled political reasons.  I think Carl Cane, wouldn't 
you say that, he opposed them more on political position, on difference of political structure than 
being red-baited into, cause Carl Cane later became a fixture in the SWP, not a fixture, but a 
follower and then there were other... 

PR:  Was he based in a craft union at this time? 

JM:  Who? 

PR:  Carl Cane? 

JM:  Well he was a draftsmen... 

?:  Yeah, architect... 

DS:  And a crackjack, yeah. 

JM:  And, huh? 

DS:  Teacher, too. 

JM:  Yeah, but he taught, but I mean his forte was architecture and drafting, you know, that's a trade 
by itself and when you're going to teach it that takes a little doing too so then there were people that 
just didn't belong, there were three or four of them, unemployed workers there's one, and so at that 
beginning Sal to answer your question the drivers union was not involved in none of that and when 
we get to that question I'll explain why.  Why, that's about the best I can do on that early 
background. 

SS:  That's great. 

PR:  It's great. 

JM:  Now when they decentralized the relief they put up stations that were adjacent to the needs of 
the people, I don't want to use the word ghettos, but when the more under privileged areas, where 
the need was the greatest is where they centered these stations, am I right, Don. 
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PR:  Let me ask... 

SS:  Just one second before you ask that.... 

END TAPE TWO, SIDE ONE 

TAPE TWO, SIDE TWO 

PR:  ...away from this the things that you describe of people struggling directly to deal with their 
problems, if we could think about you personally for a sec, you are then about 21 years old, in fact 
when you turn, when you turned 21 it would have been 1932... 

JM:  No. 

PR:  No?  You said you were born in 1911. 

JM:  No, I tell you in 1934 I was 22 years old. 

PR:  Okay. 

JM:  I was born September 10th, cause I was 23 September 10. 

PR:  Okay, what I was trying to get at was did people, how did you think about Olson at that time, 
early '30s, you had had, must have had some experience with Olson as District Attorney in 
Hennepin County, can you give us a little bit of a run-up of what Olson looked like from a rank and 
file level in the early '30s. 

JM:  Well I'll tell you, up to now Olson succeeded some Republicans, and he'd been elected to 
succeed a Republican district county attorney, you know, he'd been a county attorney, now Olson 
was raised in a Jewish neighborhood on the northside.  Bill Brown got to know him, Olson's father 
worked in a freight house, Mike, and Olson grew up in the Jewish neighborhood and while I don't 
understand Yiddish, it was told to me that Floyd could handle Yiddish as good as anybody and I 
wouldn't doubt it, he was a very remarkable man.  Now I had some very critical opinions of Olson, 
but I'm not going to take away the fact that he was a very astute person and had he lived I believe he 
might have been in the White House cause he was a con merchant, he could set there with a straight 
face and tell you the goddam'dest yarn and expect you to believe it and he wasn't a bit abashed 
when you called him on it.  It just went, he should have been in the carnival, he could have had a 
free act there all the time because he was good.  So what I knew about Olson was not very much.  
He had the loyal personal support of the people that he knew.  There had been no occasion yet for 
him to betray them.  He was a local boy made good.  His record of, his background, working his 
way through school, he was a good drinker, he chewed tobacco, he spit in a spittoon, didn't always 
hit it, didn't care if it spattered on the rug, and he lived in a working class neighborhood, even after 
he was married, he didn't put his nose in the air.  He had a lot of attributes that impressed people 
and he had some traits that once you got to know him made you wonder a little bit.  He was very 
very good friends with Izzy Wolk, Izzy was Jewish and his father owned two trucking companies 
and Izzy was a pretty good guy as far as employers go, and as far as people go, he was a stand-up, 
kept his mouth shut.  Well, I didn't have much of a opinion of Floyd Olson one way or the other, I 
had no reason to think he was anything different than what he purported to be.  At that time I didn't 

Twen
tie

th 
Cen

tur
y R

ad
ica

lis
m in

 M
inn

es
ota

 

Oral
 H

ist
ory

 P
roj

ec
t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



have any experience with the man so I didn't have any opinions like I had a little bit later.  I want to 
tell you they're cast in concrete that so nobody gonna, Hy Berman ain't gonna change my mind, he 
can get all his goddamn books that he wants to and logs of Father [unclear], another faker, and tell 
me all about what he wants to read into that see, he can get the Talmuds or he can get the Bible or 
anything and you can get any kind of a meaning out of it, but he ain't going to change my mind 
about Olson to me I'll tell you that, so.  I didn't have any opinion much about him. 

PR:  And you said that the CP had an apparatus, did the Farmer Labor Party have an apparatus in 
the early '30s? 

JM:  What? 

PR:  Did the Farmer Labor Party kind of, was there an organization that, did people try to solve 
their problems through the local organization of the Farmer Labor Party? 

JM:  Well, they did I guess at a certain level but where we were I don't remember, do you Don? 

DS:  Naw. 

JM:  No, it wasn't, it didn't reach down to the, there was no Tammany Hall set up, nobody went to 
the aldermen, nobody went to the ward [unclear]... 

PR:  Right, that's [unclear], right... 

JM:  That wasn't around, I don't remember that, Pete. 

PR:  I don't think it was either, but that's [unclear] 

JM:  I never encountered that no place and we'd have dug it up, you know you'd have known about 
it. 

PR:  Sure. 

SS:  Right. 

JM:  But I think at a higher level it did, you know, more sophisticated, but on the street level no, 
there was no ward dealing, no Tammany Hall, nothing like that.  I never come across it. 

PR:  And then one other background [unclear] that it's about this time that the Farm Holiday 
Movement is picking up among the farmers... 

JM:  That was about... 

PR:  Were you aware of it... 

JM:  Yes, oh yes... 

PR:  ...interested, did you take a ride out and, did you take a ride out and participate in things? 
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JM:  I didn't participate in it but I was aware of it, I was driving truck and you'd get out in the 
countryside and here was the farmers and they were on demonstrations and them were the days of 
the penny sales and they quit them quick.  I stopped my truck one day, they were having a big 
penny sale, now, sheriff sale, and they changed the law, the made some revision in it, I saw as a fine 
pair of horses with full harness sold for 11 cents that you have ever seen.  See at a sheriff’s sale they 
had to sell to the highest bidder and this farm was at auction.  So they started, what am I bid, a 
penny, and the auctioneer went ape, this that and the other, six seven five years or whatever there's a 
four hundred set of harness and there's this that and the other, that's oak, everything was number 
one quality you see, 2 cents.  Finally it got up to 10 cents, do I hear more, a guy hollered 11 and no 
one would raise it and finally somebody called him attention, he says call for the final, there's some 
rule on a auction that they have to call when they can't get a big, he's got to call for it three times 
and then sell it, he sold the team for 11 cents and the guy took his team and he drove it right across 
the street and he says here's your team, he give it back to the farmer that owned it, I witnessed that.  
And that was what was going on, but that was in '31 I believe about 1931.  Right over here they had 
them staked out, they brought their horses, not their horses but their cows and their pigs and their 
sheep and they had them on the state capitol here for days... 

PR:  As a protest. 

JM:  As a protest. 

PR:  That's right, that's right. 

JM:  When Olson was in office and that had to be in '32, because who was the governor, who did he 
follow, Pruess, Governor Pruess, p-r-u-e-s-s or p-r-u-e-s-s... 

PR:  Something like that... 

JM:  And he was a rep...oh I don't want to say that word republican because it don't make no 
difference but he was the governor that Olson succeeded and they had some dastardly laws about 
foreclosures and bank loans and everything and that was pretty severe and of course again I wasn't 
all that much interested in that and after all I was driving truck trying to make a living, you're 
working all night and half the day you know for half a day's pay and you didn't have all the interests 
that were heaped on ya a couple of years later.  So that's about... 

PR:  Yeah, no that's good, I think we've got the pieces of that picture on the eve of what's going to 
break [unclear]... 

JM:  Oh and then they had the strike against the brewery on the fluid milk you know, they were, the 
farmers were picketing on the Farm Holiday Movement dumping the milk too, see they've got a real 
peculiar, I can't explain it in detail, but the creameries got the right to sell how much they're going 
to have fluid milk, fluid milk is the milk that they're going to use for the table, they're going to use 
for, delivery to the homes, for cream, for milk, the other milk is what they call surplus milk, out of 
that they make cheese and ice cream and all that... 

PR:  Butter and... 
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JM:  And in each milk shed they arbitrarily, up to the creamery's got a right to set the price, for so 
many gallons of fluid milk and so much surplus milk and then he arbitrarily sets the rate on what 
they're going to pay a hundred for surplus milk and the poor farmers, he's got his arm and head in 
the wringer, he's got nothing to say and they were on strike against this and they'd apprehend a truck 
coming down the road with a whole bunch of cream cans, they'd stop the truck, now they call it 
violence, they'd stop the truck and a whole bunch of them would swarm on the truck, take the cans 
and systematically dump them on the ground, tell the guy now go on your way, get them full, we'll 
be back here tomorrow, that's what they done, that was part of the Farm Holiday strike. 

SS:  Now did the, this Franklin Dairy Coop merge out of that? 

JM:  No, the Franklin Dairy Coop came as my understanding, out of the milkmen's strike in 1919 or 
1920 whenever it was, that was the strike that come out of that. 

SS:  Ah ha, okay, I guess I'm having them confused in time. 

JM:  That's how it got its name, Franklin Coop Creamery, when they were fighting, they didn't 
completely line up all the creameries, it waited for us ‘til 1935 to completely organize the 
creameries in Minneapolis.  The Coop come out of that, that's when I think it was 1919. 

SS:  Why again did they call it Franklin? 

JM:  I can't tell you that, but it was a cooperative, milk to...that's my memory of it. 

PR:  While we're on milk I've always been curious, why were the milk drivers so well organized in 
the city, they seemed to be ahead of everybody else. 

JM:  Huh? 

PR:  Well they had a couple strikes you know and they were won to a degree, but they didn't have 
the complete city organized until we organized them in 1934 and we done it.  We rounded them all 
up one day and we says that's the end and they give us, what did they give us that day, $6,000?  We 
chased them out, all the non-union drivers into their union so if they paid us $50 a head we got 
short-changed cause they were getting $100 for initiation fee and we unionized the milk wagon 
driving industry in 1934 in July, that's when they got completely organized. 

PR:  Well why don't we go back now to sort of where were we, late '31-32, the, [unclear] what you 
seem to see as the watershed is the decentralization of relief... 

JM:  Yeah. 

PR:  So that that, okay that occurred and now relief is being handed out in the different 
neighborhoods, now what starts to happen among the unemployed? 

JM:  Then they started storming the City Council, now they had the aldermen form a government 
here, they got wards, two aldermen from each ward and Don was more involved in that than I was, 
he was going to school yet I believe, but he was still more active.  And they went after the city at 
one step or another, no more evictions, wasn't that right?  No more evictions.  I believe they got one 
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ton of coal a month, wasn't that right? 

DS:  Yeah. 

JM:  They got their gas or light bill, some places were heated, I mean used gas for illumination, 
others used electric lights, some used gas for cooking and they had some places they had meters and 
I don't know if they give them slugs or pay the bill, and what else did they get, Don?  They got 
something down to the City Hospital for medical care didn't they? 

DS:  They got what was called and the budget was $6 for incidentals, a family that is, that would be 
toothpaste, hairpins, stuff like that, that was the budget for say like a family of five, six dollars a 
month. 

JM:  And then they also got the distribution of surplus foods, course that was counted in the cards 
out of the federal government, but they got a little bit more orders, they had it in different depots, 
they didn't have one depot, where they put out pork and beans and stuff like that and canned meats. 
 I remember when they had it down at that big warehouse down there on Third and Third and Christ 
we couldn't use the streets for a couple hours...or for a couple of days at a time, you had to go 
bypass when I was driving truck. 

DS:  Yeah, and the other one was one the island behind DeLaSalle that there was [unclear] 

JM:  So they decentralized that, and that played a part in organizing the drivers union later too but 
that's, when we'll get to that when we get to it. 

PR:  Who led these demonstration aimed at the City Council?  The kind of group around Irving 
Scott, or the CP... 

JM:  Some, some I believe was led by Irving Scott, I don't know if he... 

DS:  Well what time now we talking about... 

JM:  Well we're talking about... 

DS:  Is that before the Federal Workers or... 

JM:  Yeah, before the Federal Workers and after the decentralization of the relief is when they 
made their strides, see... 

DS:  I don't know who were the leaders. 

JM:  They had spokespeople, I don't know who they were, but I don't think it was all the, I don't 
think it now as I recall S.K. Davis... 

PR:  Ah ha, that's what I was... 

JM:  I don't think he was, see because they decentralized it, so you can't have decentralization and 
one head, as long as you had a mass meeting and one [unclear] you're fine.  But you can't have 13 
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coliefs[?] and 13 clubs you know so there you got it.  That's the most I can remember on that one, 
talking, but if I think for a while... 

PR:  Now what, oh go ahead, Don. 

DS: I know Carlis Hudson, but that was at the courthouse riot, Carlis Hudson because he told me 
when they started out they had very few people, I don't know where they started the march from, 
had a couple of banners, by the time they got to the courthouse, they got a couple thousand people. 

PR:  Now in the summer of '32 is the Bonus Army in Washington. 

JM:  That was [unclear] 

PR:  Were there people from here that organized to go to the, on the Bonus Army... 

JM: Oh yes. 

PR:  Did that have an impact here. 

JM:  I don't think locally on that, I knew one of them, a very good friend of mine, good member of 
the drivers union and one of the two Wobblies that I knew, Harry Wilson, he was in that march, he 
went to Washington. 

PR:  From here. 

JM:  Yes, but I don't know how they went from here. 

PR:  Like there weren't meetings afterwards for them to come and speak at a street meeting or 
something. 

JM:  I don't recall, I don't think of any, Harry wouldn't have done it anyway cause he had a little, a 
couple of skeletons in his closet, he would have refrained from being in the limelight.  We can talk 
about it now, but he was theoretically a deserter from the Navy, over the hill I call it, but they would 
have called it deserter. 

PR:  But say as you guys sat around one of your target parties rolling cigarettes... 

JM:  I never smoked, I never went to them. 

PR:  Oh, you never went to them, but people sat around and talked about the Bonus Army, were 
following it... 

JM:  I never heard of that, I never heard of that, but I do know they agitated about their terrible 
conditions.  Oh, then they got these clothes too but that come with the CWA didn't it? 

DS:  I don't know, the [unclear], the, yeah, they had some organizations, they had relief stations and 
I imagine when some outfit donated or [unclear]... 

JM:  Oh you remember one day... 
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DS:  ...coats, jackets, mostly, where'd you get the city coat... 

JM:  No, I think that come with the CWA when they put the city in uniform with their milking caps 
and the sheepskin coats and the woman wearing all black coats.  Course you get on the street car 
and you thought you was in uniform, half the streetcar in the working class neighborhoods were 
dressed up, first time they had had new clothes in about five years.  Remember they had them felt 
shoes and rubbers for the men and the big mittens and the sheep blue coat, sheep lined, short jacket 
and wool pants, yeah they were well dressed for a few months, never had that much clothes in a 
long time. 

PR:  Well let's try to zero in on 1933 for a minute. 

JM:  Okay, what are we going to talk about there. 

SS:  Well you had mentioned to me yesterday when we were talking something that you had 
referred to as the 'Pork Chop Riots', well those happened, or we've already covered that... 

JM:  No, no I'll go into them a little more, the Pork Chop Riots were what Don and I were talking 
about was these demonstrations of people when they still had the centralized relief, and there were 
several of them, it wasn't just one or two, before they had enough power.  Now a couple of them, I 
know one of them, they marched up after they left the courthouse they went up to 6th Street, and 
they turned right on 6th Street and there was a big meat market called the Sanitary Market between 
Hennepin and Nicollet on the north side of the street and they stopped the march there and when the 
newspaper described it it looked like a plague of locusts had went through.  They just stopped, 
everyone went in, they didn't break up the counters, but later on I guess they reported there was 
damages, they developed that tactic, they just stopped and cleaned the market out, everybody take 
home a wiener schnitzel or a polish sausage or whatever was handy but that was spur of the 
moment stuff, it wasn't in the plans. 

SS:  Yeah, okay, I guess what I'm fishing around for here is when these type of demonstrations 
started to come to an end, or whether they... 

JM:  Well, when they decentralized the relief is when the Pork Chop Riots as they, there were two 
or three of them and they were commonly referred to among a lot of people as pork chop riots, they 
you know they gassed the pol...they gassed the people, they threw the tear gas bomb, one of my 
brothers as Don says, they broke into the, Bell Telephone Company had a big big office building on 
the corner of 5th Street and 3rd Avenue and they tried to lock the doors and the force of the crowd 
pushed them in, or they opened them up so they wouldn't tear the doors out and they got away from 
much of the tear gas, it was pretty fierce, and that was the harness bulls that done that, city police 
wasn't it Don? 

DS:  Yeah. 

JM:  Yeah.  There was no National Guard in on that, none of this stuff was National Guard, it was 
straight city police. 

SS:  So did the activities with the Workers Alliance and the Unemployment Councils and things 
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like that become more I guess concerted and deliberate and trying to work within the existing legal 
apparatus and stuff after decentralization? 

JM:  I think they become more directed, the different groups would direct and target and zero in on 
these different things, that's my opinion.  Don may have a better grasp of it but I know these issues 
that they succeeded in getting.  Later on of course after they, drivers union got involved there was 
much more management because it was more directed under one head see, it was, three or four 
groupings involved, there was Workers Alliance and there was the remnants of what was the CP, 
well I mean whatever they'd been [unclear], and there were different groupings in there and the 
Federal Workers Section didn't encompass everybody either, we didn't have everybody in it, there 
were independents there too you know, but that come a little later. 

SS:  Okay, well maybe we should get to that, maybe we should get to like '33 and... 

JM:  Well there's an era now that we ought to get to because there's a void gonna be in here about 
the union, are we gonna, or do you wanna stay on the rel...it's pretty hard to get into the relief 
section until after we disbow of what happened in the union 

PR:  Right, right, no, we'll come back to the, how the Teamsters, how the local began to organize 
the unemployed, [unclear]... 

JM:  That's, that's... 

PR:  Yeah.  Is it a good time to get into when you met Skoglund and the Dunns and is that now... 

JM:  Fine, fine, fine. 

DS:  Now this is going to be laborious and you be sure to ask some questions. 

SS:  All right, let me stop you before you start then cause I... 

JM:  All right, now Carl Skoglund is really not an enigma but he's a multi-faceted person.  I don't 
think there's a subject that you could raise that Carl couldn't talk to you about.  He can fascinate you 
about astronomy or about pretty near anything you want to talk about, he could talk and I don't 
mean just put words, he talked with a degree of knowledge, sincerity and could illustrate his points. 
 And Carl had been employed as a master mechanic for Pullman and he'd been chairman of the 
Shop Committee in the Shopman's strike and knocked out of work, blacklisted, and had become a 
truck owner of sorts hauling coal.  Well these truck owners were not to be identified with the guy 
that we see on the highway today, with the owner-operator class, and which Farrell didn't clearly 
enunciate in his book, he didn't draw the sharp distinction.  We were not talking about an 
owner-operator because at that time the big employer hadn't figured out a way to skirt responsibility 
as he does with the owner-operator by making him a contract truckman and just walking away from 
all the responsibilities.  The individual owner owning his own truck in the coal yard was something 
that grew out of necessity.  The small yard couldn't afford the capital investment of having enough 
small trucks around employed six months at best out of the year and six months idle.  So the 
employed people that were able to haul coal in the winter and work at odd jobs in the summer 
hauling gravelling or things like that, in the old days they used to use a lot of gravel on the roads.  
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Society's changed and people don't remember what happened sixty years ago.  So Carl had a couple 
of trucks and went to work hauling coal and that was a commission thing, you got paid for what you 
done and if you hauled a ton of coal, you got a dollar, that included shoveling it on, shoveling it off, 
cost of running the truck, the insurance, the maintenance, the whole thing.  When I first knew Carl, 
it had to be the winter of 1930 and '31 and I was up around the, the strange thing, the Central Labor 
Union where the offices of 574 and all the other driving crafts were at 614 1st Avenue North.  One 
block down the street on the other side was the office of the slave market, the Citizens Alliance, so 
you'd go into the union hall and hang around for a little bit or go across the street, there was a, well 
going big over there was a pool hall and they had their own coffee pot on the counter and it was dry 
then, and you could buy malt over there and you could get alcohol and you could spike up, I don't 
know if you're familiar with that Sal, you used to get near-beer, drink a little out of the neck and fill 
it with alcohol and you could make a pretty potent drink out of it and you could buy near-beer there 
and they wouldn't, they'd look the other way while you spiked it or they'd spike it for you and you 
could have a drink or two or three whichever and they wouldn't let you get drunk there, they'd get 
you out of there.  So Carl was around trying to get into the union and he wasn't having much 
success.  The fellow that was in charge of the union was the business agent, his name was Cliff Hall 
and Cliff was not a member of 574, he was a milk wagon driver and he had a wholesale route and 
three days a week he used to work for the union, 574, in the afternoon and the height of his 
ambition was to go home, change into a suit of clothes, put a necktie on and come down and read 
letters and compose letters and that was the height of his ambition - writing letters.  And he was a 
little schemer, he's always scheming.  Well Carl was trying to get admittance into the union and it 
be...it was difficult so I got talking with Carl, I don't know who initiated the conversation, and it 
doesn't make any difference and whether it began in the union hall or over in the sneak joint, it 
didn't make any difference and we got hello there how are you and Carl was a very friendly guy if 
you ever met him, he could make conversation with a rock you know, and we got talking and he 
didn't get into the, try to get into the union, and he started asking me about my life and where I was 
working and he started to explain to me his ideas about what the union should be and it was he who 
unfolded and Farrell will tell you the same thing if he were here, how to organize the Teamsters 
union into an industrial union, [unclear] this cash waggling basis and it was he who figured out that 
you had to make it equal for everybody including women.  His expression was 'women hold up half 
the sky and they're entitled to half the pay', not half the pay but half the jobs, they were getting half 
the pay or less, so... 

SS:  I need to change... 

END TAPE TWO, SIDE TWO 

TAPE THREE, SIDE ONE 

JM:  Are we on the air? 

SS:  Yeah. 

JM:  So, I didn't talk to Carl every day, I didn't see him every day, it wasn't every day I was in the 
hall, there was days that I stopped around.  So finally I became intrigued with Carl's knowledge and 
then I started to compare what his ideas were on the trucking companies because we'd go out of 
town and we'd get unloaded and we'd go on the lot, that is wait to get a load back and we wouldn't 
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get paid and we'd have to eat ourselves, had to pay for our own meals, and buy our own lodging and 
many of these guys were getting compensated by the day, they were getting company paying their 
hotel and meals and we were getting nothing so Carl was explaining to me and then I got into more 
and more with him and he told me how they done it on the railroads and they had to have one 
contract for an area and everybody in the area would pay the same rate, and basically that was how 
he started with me, and he convinced me, I wasn't sure it could happen, but he convinced me that 
that was the way it should be if you were gonna make a success of it.  But I want to be honest in 
those days in my wildest dreams I couldn't see it happening, but it was a good story and he was 
trying to get into the union and then of course spring come along and I didn't see Carl much and I 
don't know what he done in the summer and I don't know what happened why he, well at first there 
was no wave length with him and Cliff Hall and I'm sure Cliff Hall was yarning Carl, I mean Carl 
knew it and I suppose Cliff was, told him well I've written a letter to the international and they 
haven't responded, and he'd probably write a reply or something, it didn't make any difference and 
Carl knew it.  Well it was about a year later he got Mickey Dunn with him and he introduced me to 
Mickey Dunn, so Mickey I find out was working for a painting company, I think it was Baker 
Painting Company and in the summer time Mickey would be out painting gasoline stations, they 
had a contract this company, I believe it was Standard Oil, or maybe Pure Oil, one of the big chain 
companies painting gasoline stations.  Used to be companies owned their own stations you know, 
and they painted them, Christ when you come in to buy a gallon of gas they had seven or eight guys 
descend on you, swept the car out and vacuumed it, checked the oil, washed the window, check the 
air in the tires and pressed your pants even almost.  Now they won't give you water and gas but 
anyway Mickey was around, but that's when I first met Carl and he started talking to me about 
changing the format of the Teamsters Union and how it could be done and had to be done on an 
industrial basis and he apparently researched Tolbin out because he pointed out that Tolbin would 
have to fight this because Tolbin was addicted to the theory of the cash wagon driver and that was 
all the old commission drivers, the bread, the coffee wagon, the whole smear and they serviced 
people, it isn't like it is today, you go to the supermarket and service yourself.  Everybody had 
service people to deliver the stuff you bought, it ain't that way no more.  And of course the big 
department stores [unclear] talking to you about it, they were happy when the war come along and 
it become unpatriotic for you to ask them to deliver anything, and they unloaded that delivery cost 
unto us and the delivery costs are still built into their pricing I'll bet you that, that's part of profit but 
[unclear] are an awful stinker if you want to have anything delivered so Carl explained the whole 
thing, how it could be done, what we'd have to do and there was still a big problem that Carl had, 
now he explained to me and you won't find this in Farrell's book because it would be redundant.  
There was an ice and coal drivers union called Local 221, it's still here, at that time they had a 
contract with Cedar Lake Ice and Coal and it was a patronage contract and the guys got a fair rate of 
pay I imagine at the time considering, I don't imagine the conditions were as good as they could be, 
and it was done on the basis that they were a union company and therefore they were going to 
corner all the union business.  I called that patronage company, patronage contracts, I didn't coin the 
word, but someone else used it and it applied so I've adopted it.  Well George Guider was the 
business agent for that union.   I believe he was an alderman in the 3rd Ward too, wasn't he, Don?  
He was an alderman in the 3rd Ward, and it come out much later that he had some kind of sub rosa 
deal where he was on the payroll with Cedar Lake Ice and Coal which is not uncommon where they 
put the b.a. on payroll and when beer come back in '33 he wound up with a saloon, a beer joint up 
on the north end, right? 
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DS:  Yeah, up on Lowry. 

JM:  Up on Lowry and Lyndale, he was very adept.  Well Carl told me that when he went to Guider 
to get in the union, Guider told him no, they didn't take in people that owned their own truck.  And 
but he said he'd consider it, he was clever enough not to say no, but he said he didn't think the 
membership, well the membership at that time was not the union, the membership was Cedar Lake 
and if he permitted one guy and let the bars down, other guys would come in and pretty soon Cedar 
Lake would be sharing the union market with other coal yards, that was the area, see.  Now 
interestingly enough oh I don't know when, but I'd been talking to Carl a couple of guys come to me 
and they says hey kid you want to watch what you're saying when you're talking to that guy.  I says 
why, they says you know who he is, I says no, I know his name.  Don't you know [unclear], no why, 
well he says he's a red, he got kicked out of the railroads for being a commune.  Oh? and he says 
that ain't bad enough he says, he owns his own truck, now this is up at 574 you know, they had a 
thing against people owning their own truck and it's written in the contract too, in the Teamsters 
Constitution.  And they were more concerned about Carl owning his own truck at the time than they 
were him being a red, see.  Well that would occasionally crop up, well they didn't have the same 
indictment against Mickey Dunn see, but Carl's experience in trying to get into 221 has never been 
reported.  When I told Farrell about this Farrell says well that's redundant Jack and it'd look like a 
lot of name-calling and stuff like that he said, it wouldn't serve anything in, and it really wouldn't so 
he says well it would just take up a lot of space and won't prove anything and at the same time, well 
I'll take that off, on the break I'll tell you about that but anyway, so...  Carl had had difficulty getting 
into 221, the door was closed, now he was down trying to get into 574.  Now the winter of '31-32 
again the coal season was on and Carl was again around see and Mickey Dunn was with him now 
and I was talking to Mickey Dunn and Mickey Dunn you know was just the opposite from Carl 
cause Carl was slow and humorous but Mickey was quick, responsive, you know, had a wonderful 
vocabulary, Carl did too, but Carl was laborious with it, Mickey Dunn it was spontaneous and 
humorous as hell you know and he had a good delivery, Mick was a good drinker too, so was Carl 
but Mick was not as able to outline the course of what's to be done.  Carl was the thinker, he had it 
figured out.  Now I had seen Ray Dunn, I knew who Ray Dunn was because Ray was a weigh 
master and when the big trucking companies were called upon to send trucks into coal yards when 
there were overloads in coal yards they'd usually send in dump trucks and you'd get to where Ray 
was working, it was all the difference in the world between Ray and anybody else, he treated you so 
nice, it's like a fellow worker you know, he treated you well okay you're a little heavy, shovel a little 
off or, well he treated you like a human being, ah go back out you're way too heavy, go get some 
off, he wouldn't tell nothing, they were nasty to you a lot of them were, Ray was different.  But I 
didn't have any dealings with Ray, the only guy that I had talked to was Carl Skoglund and he made 
a big impression on me but as I said to me it was something in wonderland to figure this out and 
how could it come about because the entire Teamsters Union in the country was much less than 
100,000 and what Carl had figured out, you had to organize everybody and you know here we 
couldn't organize Minneapolis.  Well Farrell in his book says 75 and that's a bum figure, it was 
much more than that, if he'd put another 100 with it he'd be closer to the right membership. 

PR:  I'm going to have to go, do you want to just stop that... 

SS:  Let me stop it... 

[tape clicks] 
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SS:  ...were giving your impressions of Carl Skoglund before we, before Peter had to leave and you 
were talking a little bit about how Carl was able to see the big picture and how he was able to 
analyze a situation and see very clearly what strategy was appropriate for that situation and you then 
started to talk about the difficulties of organizing the Teamsters in Minneapolis. 

JM:  Well, as I had stated earlier, Carl's plan envisioned a tremendous amount of organization and 
here we didn't even have the city of Minneapolis organized and although Farrell says in his book 
that there were 75 men in the union, I would have to take [unclear] with that and there was 
considerably more, perhaps another hundred, but I was still amazed with Carl's optimism that we 
could do this and he was absolutely solid that it could be done and more spectacularly Carl said it 
could not be done unless we made damn sure that everybody was included, what they now term in 
the bargaining unit, we didn't have those sophisticated expressions then, it's common in the industry 
to this day to define a terminal as a barn, it's a measure of expression because in the early days of 
the industry there were no trucks and the big Teamster organizations were called barns.  Carl used 
the expression, he says we've got to have everybody in the barn in the same union, we've got to 
have the inside workers, we've got to have the warehouse workers and he said maybe even one day 
the office workers, they all have to be represented, they all have to be included in the same 
bargaining unit, they all have to be on the same contract, it's got to be all together because he says 
that's been the problem.  He said the Teamsters Union today negotiates a better agreement for a 
handful of men, the rest of the people are left unorganized and he said we can't go for that and we're 
going to have to change the structure of the union and he said we must understand going into that 
fight that we're not going to have just the employer to fight, we're going to have to fight maybe as 
much in one degree Tolbin and all the heads of the [unclear] or the Joint Councils who are the 
people that run the Teamsters Union today which was very true.  It's true today, only it's more so I 
believe because the development of the Teamsters Joint Council which used to be confined to one 
city now has been expanded to where there probably generally to one state except like in California, 
southern and northern California, and in Pennsylvania [unclear] the eastern and western 
Pennsylvania but that was the task that Carl said we're going to have to face and he said Tolbin is 
going to be a serious enemy and he said we are going to be jumped on at every opportunity.  He 
said we're trying to do something that is not workable so Carl knew and he had it already outlined 
exactly what he thought would be the objectives and the record shows that he was true. 

SS:  So how did he begin, how did he get into the union and begin working. 

JM:  Now, now we come into a very strange thing, now this is my contention.  Economics played a 
role, there were some coal yards that were feeling the effect of the Depression and three or four of 
them got together and decided that they would merge for the purpose of one yard, one set of 
employees, so on.  And they became known as Fuel Distributors.  Now in that was the company 
that Carl and Ray Dunn had been working for with a couple of other good fellows, I think, didn't 
C.B. Carlson work for Fuel, for Gilate and Dickson... 

DS:  I [unclear] 

JM:  And Chris Moe, I think they worked there. 

DS:  He had his own truck I know... 
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JM:  And then there was Burrowing Fuel and Ford, I don't know the fourth company and that put 
together a whole group of people that normally probably would not have been employed at the 
same coal yard.  That brought in Ray Dunn in the office as a weigh master, not alone, there were 
other weigh masters, cause when you consolidate four coal yards you've got to have more than one 
scale.  It takes one man on a scale and it takes more than one yardman, but they had good trackage, 
good facilities and they had the buying power, so forth, so that brought in to that yard, I'll give them 
in not alphabetical order but the way I recall them, Carl Skoglund, Ray Dunn, Harry DeBoer, Mick 
Dunn, Kelly Postal, C.D. Carlson, Chris Moe, Louis Rosalen, Grant Dunn and a few more, that 
normally wouldn't have been under one umbrella.  So here was a whole bunch of guys that 
individually by themselves probably had identical or very similar ideas, are now suddenly setting 
around in one yard working every day with each other rather than working in different yards 
meeting once a week or a couple of times a week for a couple hours a night.  Here they've got their 
lunch hours or their lunch times to get together and converse and talk and raise hell accordingly all 
day long, six days a week.  Now Grant Dunn, I have a little trouble placing Grant Dunn earlier than 
about '32, he was on WPA and Grant didn't have a coal truck.  Grant Dunn was a helper.  Now Carl 
and Ray when they were working at Delate and Dickson, they had two or three old trucks, they 
weren't fleet owners and they had different fellows driving them and they kind of run the show and 
they weren't goddamn capitalistic fleet owners, Mickey Dunn as I said earlier, my recollection of 
Mick Dunn was he was painting in the summer, well you can only paint in Minnesota outside four 
or five months out of the year advantageously cause you can't outside so Mick would work in the 
summer and I think I'm sure it was Baker Painting Company cause we used to lease their trucks in 
the delivery service in the winter time their trucks were idle and the companies would lease them 
and they were all enclosed, do you remember them at Dayton Company, used to get those white 
trucks?  And Grant Dunn had previously been employed by a crane company and he lived in 
Duluth, I mean in St. Louis and Grant Dunn according, Ray told me that of all the Dunn brothers, 
Grant was the smartest, and I intend to believe that cause Grant was, he was a sharp article, he was 
a sharp article and Grant is the one that committed suicide by the way, did you know that? 

SS:  Yes. 

JM:  Uh-huh, and they were a large family, the Dunn Brothers and Ray told me that Grant if he 
wanted to could easily have been the most able, and Grant was an estimator for a plumbing 
contractor, the crane company, and he had a big big job in St. Louis and when the Depression come 
along that knocked him out and he come to Minneapolis and I think it was Grant Dunn, one day I 
was going to haul some WPA workers out on job to Shakopee and there was an old truck that I was 
driving and it had side curtains on it and they wouldn't get in it and I don't blame them and it was 
nothing to me, the company tells you to take that truck down you do it, the guys don't want to get on 
it, I didn't tell them you gotta go, I said that's fine enough fellas and I go back and I think that was 
Grant Dunn.  Course I asked him about it later and he laughed, he said probably it was, but Grant 
Dunn was a heavy drinker, Grant Dunn'd been gassed in the war and I worked with Grant Dunn on 
the street, we shared a car together and we handled business together, but Grant Dunn had some 
real problems because of being gassed and he had four sons and he was real concerned about war 
and I guess he took to heart pretty much that gassing.  Well Mickey Dunn was in the war too but he 
didn't react to it the same way that Grant did.  So Grant and Mickey never owned any trucks.  Now I 
don't know whether, and Louie Rosalen was a carpenter but a lot of the coal, it was delivered, had 
to be carried, so one guy carried it on his back in a canvas basket, had a wooden, metal frame on it 
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and the theory was to put as close to 100 pounds as you could estimate in that basket if the guy 
could handle it, if he could only handle that's all you put in, it was up to him.  It took twice as long 
for to carry in a ton, and you got paid so many cents a ton for carrying it one flight, if you went up a 
second flight you got extra money and third flight, so they worked together on the trucks and that 
helped them when they had to shovel the snow out to get into the houses and things like that.  Well 
here they were, they're all down there in that coal yard and they're all together and that kind of 
hustled up the organization of the coal yard.  Well now Harry DeBoer is best equipped to tell of that 
period in the coal yard, cause he was there, I was not. 

SS:  Yeah, okay. 

JM:  I was up in the general transfer section, but what I know about it... 

SS:  Harry has you know told me some things, he said that he used to ride with Skoglund and he 
used to carry because he was boxing then and it was good exercise for him. 

JM:  And Harry was a great card player and in between trips he'd play cards, he still is a great card 
player and Harry didn't, Harry drove truck don't get me wrong, but Harry didn't have the truck down 
there working like I said, if he drove truck he drove somebody else's truck, that was possible, all 
trucks worked on a commission basis.  Now I'd go into that yard with a, if I was working for a big 
dump truck company, a big transfer company, they'd normally pay by the hour, Armstrong or 
somebody that had dump trucks, but there was a fellow by the name of Howard Hardiger for one, 
the other fellow slips my mind, his last name, his first name was Phillip, he had smaller trucks, they 
were dump trucks but they only were oh about five tons, most you could haul with them, and there 
you worked on commission if the haul was 60 cents a ton, you got 50% of the haul, that is you got 
30 cents a ton, and Harry might have worked like that, but Harry never owned a truck himself, so if 
he worked he drove one of Skogie's trucks or Ray's truck or like you say and I think that's the way, 
and I know that's the way Louie Rosalen worked, he was a carpenter and when there's no carpenter 
work he'd go down there and carry coal.  See the trick was if you got a dollar for, a ton for hauling 
it, you had to shovel it on, well you counted the shovels, it weighed 80 pounds in the shovel you 
counted them out, that's how many or 40 pounds, whatever it weighed, you counted them shovels 
and you estimated you had a ton, you went to the scale, you weighed up, you drove out to the house 
and two of you, one guy could go in and fix the basement, the other guy was getting his shute set 
up, it expedited the haul.  And sometimes you had to dig your way into the house, where snow was 
so deep you couldn't get through, you had to, so two guys could do it quicker than one.  Well I think 
that's the way Harry worked.  That's the way that Louie worked, that's the way I think Grant 
worked, and I think a couple of more, but they were all down at the hall.  Well there they set up the 
idea about meetings and things like that.  And Ray Dunn was still employed as a weigh man at the 
beginning and they started that move I believe the best of my recollection is they were talking about 
it, they incorporated that yard, I think in '33, early in '33, the coal season ends and well by this time 
the only guy left in the yard is a one weigh master, one yard man, because they'd have, used to have 
steam coal that had to go to some buildings.  And one or two truck drivers to haul the domestic 
coal, as they need any they'd call them in, if they get a big order they'll job it out.  So they started 
organizing in the fall and I attended a meeting the last part of August and Farrell Dobbs was there 
and Farrell asked lots of questions of the business agent Hall, and Hall was arrogant with him and 
giving this shit well I've been here all these years and I never got to know that until I was in the 
union 5 years or...oh, awful silly answers he gave.  Well I didn't see Farrell again until the strike 
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was over, now the reason was that I was out of town quite a bit and I was working a lot of nights 
when the coal haulers held their meetings, see we had business meetings for the union on Monday 
nights and you wouldn't always get to the meeting and then they had section meetings for the 
various sections, but the coal haulers were holding organization meetings and my recollection of it 
was Sal is this, it's cold-blooded... 

SS:  Hang on... 

END TAPE THREE, SIDE ONE 

TAPE THREE, SIDE TWO 

JM:  It was cold blooded.  Cliff Hall was the business agent and he was trying to run the union, he 
wanted to run it the way he wanted to run unions, write the International, everything had to be done 
according to the International, so if anything happened it was good, you took credit for it, if there 
was anything you were in doubt about you wrote the international.  You wrote the letter in such a 
way you got a letter back International says we can't do it, and that's true today of many unions.  
They, our union, the local union I belong to, the officers couch everything good or bad so they're 
never on the hook, not all the officers but the president, the secretary especially, so that the business 
agent pretty good plug, he says to hell with the International I know what I want to do, I know what 
the ranks want but that was Hall's attitude and they were trying to get around Cliff Hall and Cliff 
Hall controlled the executive board at that time.  There were two cinch votes only on the executive 
board, one has to understand that of the opposition that existed.  Now I don't know exactly what day 
Carl got into the union, Mickey Dunn got there first cause Mickey Dunn didn't have the tag of being 
expelled out of the shopman  Mickey Dunn didn't have the brand of being broadcast and branded by 
the Red Squad, the head of the AF of L, Gompers.  Ray Dunn at that time had been laid off by the 
company, they, Ray Dunn was making some statements, making some speeches and they as I recall, 
they said to him it'd be better that he don't come back any more.  So Skoglund, by the time they 
were organizing, had got into the union and I'll get around to why I think he got in.  But Mickey 
Dunn was in the union by now, Harry DeBoer was in and Kelly Polson.  Well they were plain coal 
yard workers, no background that they had to keep them out.  Now Harry could have been there for 
some time because I never had any occasion to get into the coal yards except to go down there when 
the trucking company sent trucks down and I worked for Stevenson Brothers, for Armstrong, for 
Howard Hardiger, and for that Phillip, I can't think of his last name, and we'd go in there, usually on 
real cold days when there was overload and when everybody's working you don't get a chance to 
talk to anybody because they're never there, they're out.  And I didn't see Farrell until the day the 
coal strike was settled, but Harry DeBoer was active in it, and during one of the periods they were 
trying to pick up the membership and they put on what's called a smoker and Harry done some 
exhibition fighting there, cause that's what Harry used to do, he was, boy he was a fast, almost 
invincible fighter, them long arms and hard hitting guy you know.  Well the coal haulers didn't meet 
regularly in the regular business meetings, they met in the sectional meetings, and just a group of 
them would show up and during the winter months they were employed as much nights as the other 
drivers were, the membership meetings were small.  The transfer drivers usually had a long day, 
now you get through 6:30 - 7 o'clock at night and go get a couple of drinks, what the hell go to the 
union meeting, the only way the union could get attract people was get a pony of beer or something 
to get the people up there.  Well now really what changed the, that was the economic reason.  Now 
believe this or not, in 1932 Congress repealed the 18th amendment and I don't know what section 
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that was, do you remember, Don, what part of 198...1932, it was in the fall, they, whenever the 
section, whenever they repealed it, it was to be effective next year, it was effective in Minnesota 
April 7th, 1933.  At that time the Teamsters Union was 85,000 people, the overwhelming majority 
was cash wagon drivers.  We come to the union meeting at night, no I went up to the union one 
night, there wasn't enough people to hold a meeting, so the executive board, there were 7 men, not 
all of them were there, and we were in the office of the union and Bill Brown was the president and 
Bill said we got a letter here from Tolbin and Tolbin, the thrust of that letter was that Congress had 
now passed a law repealing the 18th amendment and that meant that beer would soon be on the 
street, in a matter of months and that what the local unions now should do would go to the 
breweries and demand that the brewery drivers come into the jurisdiction of the Teamsters Union.  
Now I had never given this much thought, I had never thought about it, as a matter of fact, I was 
pretty goddamn young to think about anything in that respect.  Bill Brown read the union and read 
the letter and he said well I'll tell you what I think about it, he said all the drivers, we had two big 
breweries, Gluecks and Minneapolis in Minneapolis, there were other smaller ones too, weren't 
there, Don? 

DS:  Yes. 

JM:  He said all of them breweries where they make, manufacture beer and they got drivers and 
they're in the brewery workers union, they're gonna stay there, this union is never going to take one 
of them guys into this union, they're members of an industrial union and that's where they're 
goddamn well going to stay.  Now he says when it comes to the commission drivers, that's a 
different story, now in this case Sal we're talking about the commission the expression used here is 
I've got an agency and I got Hamms, Schmitts, Rupert, all kind of beer and I've got a commission 
from each of them to buy beer and to re...to distribute it, to re-sell it.  We used to call them the 
commission houses, different from the coal yard, you know, guys working on commission.  Now 
those drivers they never manufactured nothing, they were strict out truck drivers.  Course the 
companies tried to make them salesmen and I guess they succeeded in that but they never, to the, 
when did they come in to 544, you know the brewery drivers, did they ever, did Minneapolis 
[unclear] ever? 

DS:  No, they lost in '42 in the fight and they didn't and then Tony Filsetti... 

JM:  Huh? 

DS:  ...'42 I'd say they was in the Teamsters with Tony. 

JM:  Yeah, see there were big fights and Dave Beck on the west coast, he demanded... 

DS:  But this is in Minneapolis, in other places, it was different... 

JM:  Yeah, yeah, Minneapolis wouldn't take them in and they didn't until they had the big fight over 
the Smith Act, after the Smith Act trials.  We never took anybody in, see, now it was in 1932 as I 
recall, or maybe it was to start the year 1933, Bill Brown was elected organizer for the Teamster 
Joint Council and I for the life of me, I'm scratching my brain and I can't figure out why he was 
hired.  And I don't know if it was because Pat Corcoran moved up, I think there was an organizer 
for the Teamsters Join Council before Bill Brown.  Bill Brown was a truck driver at Swirler 
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Transfer and he went to work for the union, I don't know if he got a new start there or not, if that job 
was created for him, I can't remember that, that's a blank spot. 

SS:  I think that there is something about that in Dobbs' book, on the... 

JM:  Well I don't know if Dobbs is accurate on that either, see, I'm going by the car they inherited, 
he got a 19 by God maybe they bought the car new, he got a Ford, you remember that four door 
sedan that Bill Brown used to drive, he got that and $25 a week and expenses, that's what his salary 
was, I remember that.  Well when Bill Brown got, that was in 1932, in 1932 they bought the car for 
him, they hired him clean I believe and Pat Corcoran, something happened with Pat Corcoran and 
the milk wagon drivers union and then that kind of propelled it.  They were the strongest, richest, 
most powerful drivers union in the city at that time.  And let me think now, had to be 1932 because, 
could have been in the fall of '32 that Carl Skoglund approached Bill Brown, I don't think it was in 
the spring, I can't remember that that clear but when the coal season started in the fall of 1932 
which would be about August and Bill and had been on the job sometime, Bill Brown says you're 
goddamn right you can come into 574 and that's opened the door for the independent owners to 
come into 574, it was Bill Brown. 

SS: That did it, yeah. 

JM:  Cliff Hall opposed it. 

SS:  Now, was the SWP organized by this time, by the time of the... 

JM:  No, no there was no SWP, they were, let me think now, let's deal with that question right now. 
 We're not talking about 1932, now here's the way I remember that.  1929 I believe the split was 
official, whether they were expelled or quit the Communist Party, it was the Communist League of 
America, they were the Communist League of America, when I first knew them and they met, I 
went to an open forum in 1933 at the Labor Lyceum and I tell you who went there with me, Don, 
was Joe Siska.  Joe Siska was in the garment workers union. 

DS:  I was going to bring him up. 

JM:  Yeah.  And there was a garment workers strike and Joe had been active in it and we went 
there, it was in the basement of the Labor Lyceum up on 6th Avenue North and it was also where 
the Workman's Circle used to meet, so they were still the Communist League of America... 

SS:  Left Opposition. 

JM:  Yeah.  No, the Left Opposition was first [unclear] in Minneapolis, they were the Left 
Opposition to Stalin first, and then they went in to become the Communist League of America. 

SS:  Okay, alright. 

JM:  That's the way I remember it. 

SS:  Yeah, right, you're right, I'm getting it confused. 
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JM:  Then in 1934 we had the strike, we settled the strike and Mickey Dunn went to the Cleague 
County Gas Strike in St. Louis, George Frozig and a few more, he had a new '35 Studebaker, they 
drove to Pittsburgh and they had the founding convention with A.J. Mustie that was the American 
Workers Party come out of that, the Communist League ceased doing business, it was about 
January of 1935, so at that time they were still Communist League of America.  That's the official 
name and they stayed in the Workers Party ‘til late late '36 when they joined the Norman Thomas 
Socialist Party and they stayed there ‘til 1937, late in the year, when they got expelled or quit the 
Socialist Party and that's when they formed Socialist Workers Party, it was officially formed in 
Chicago in late '37, that's my calendar. 

SS:  Okay, good enough.  So, what role then did the Communist League have in the coal strike? 

JM:  Well, they had the role, the leaders of it were Carl and Ray, and they influenced Harry DeBoer, 
not politically, I'm sure, but by their practical trade union savey.  I want to tell you something about 
Ray and Carl, they never once told me to join the Party, not join the Party, but told me the benefits 
of having political knowledge, they told me the benefits of reading Lenin and Marx and 
understanding that and most of the time they made the Party meetings open, they'd invite you.  I 
don't know how it was in your case, Don, but that's the way it was with me.  Unless they had some 
very secret meetings, they'd say come on to our meetings and see what's going on. 

SS:  But otherwise they didn't try to use politics per se, it was more like appealing to just a person's 
you know, work experience and trade union understanding. 

JM:  They never in my opinion tried to use politics to influence you, they did in a couple of, well 
they didn't use it to influence them but they did have bad developments by people that had been 
recruited, they had some people in their ranks that turned out to be bad ones, one is Jimmy Bartlett 
who become a stool pigeon and Sidney Brennan, the only man that Tolbin ever removed from an 
organizational office in the Teamsters Union was Sidney Brennan.  And he became volunteered to 
become a member of the SWP and at a later date he turned out to be an informant for the FBI and 
he got caught shaking down Archer Daniel's [unclear] and the strange thing about it, the guy who 
was partners with him was Jack Jorgenson, Sr.  Later became president of the Joint Council 32, 
remained there until he retired a couple of years ago.  He was fined, he was convicted, Tolbin had 
to remove Sid Brennan the only time he was a vice president of the union and I'll tell you where all 
that dope is at, in Bob Leaders' book, The Teamsters Union.  And that ain't no radical or no political 
that wrote that book.  Bob Leaders, he's a scholar, he's a academic, he wrote the history of the union 
from an academic point of view.  So Skoglund's entry into the union came through two things, the 
benevolence of Bill Brown and his understanding and the economics that prevailed at the time.  
And I think Bill Brown was propelled along by the upsurge in the movement and the fact that now 
beer's back, we're going to have all kinds of work and everybody'll be driving a beer truck 
tomorrow, we'll have all kind of Teamsters.  They didn't have any idea about organizing the over 
the road drivers, Carl did. 

SS:  So now what was it, Mickey Dunn was laid off or Vince Dunn was laid off. 

JM:  Vince Dunn was terminated his employment, we'll put it that way.  The company asked Vic 
Dunn, Mick Dunn to leave. 
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SS: Okay. 

JM:  The company had a very good personal relationship with him, Delate and Dickson that family, 
that company. 

SS:  But he was, he had been making, you said he had made some speeches... 

JM:  Yeah, he'd talk and as I recall he'd made some speeches, he was talking about some of the 
social problems of the day and it embarrassed some of the people that they were now partners with. 

SS:  Were the speeches part of like union meetings or both? 

JM:  No, I think they were non, they were dealing with social problems rather than union problems. 

SS:  Okay, so this would have more in relationship to his activities with the Communist League? 

JM:  Perhaps. 

SS:  Yeah, okay.  That was just something I was trying to understand about under what auspices 
they had got wind of these speeches that he had been making. 

JM:  I would say that they were more, I don't really know what the text of those speeches were... 

SS:  Cause you were out of town during those times. 

JM:  Well I wasn't that tuned in, I wasn't, had on the fine tunes, you know... 

SS:  Ah ha, okay. 

JM:  But see the people that, Delate and Dickson, they had a friendly relationship, it was a tolerant 
relationship, understanding, not tolerant but understanding relationship with Ray and Carl was 
working there too and Carl had recruited Ray from the IWW into the Marxist movement, that's the 
history that I remember of it from what Carl told me see and what Ray told me, cause Ray was quite 
a, quite a Wobbly in his early days, he's the one that told me and I was thinking about it the other 
day when they acquitted these fascist storm troopers down in Arkansas, you know, Ray told me he 
says don't ever go down there, well the Wobblies told me too, don't ever get caught in Arkansas 
cause them people don't sleep with their wife, they sleep with a pitchfork, you know, they used to 
have that goddamn home guard theory down there.  That was a bad state to be in.  Ray Dunn wound 
up in a chain gang down in Arkansas, he escaped from there you know... 

SS:  I didn't know that. 

JM:  Oh yeah, he had some pretty bad days, Ray for as little as he was, always managed to get 
caught and beat up, you know and he'd stand his ground, he didn't weigh 140 pounds, I don't think, 
what do you think Don? 

DS:  Oh he was pretty small.  
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JM:  Boy, he was there, he wouldn't budge, neither would Mickey for that matter or Grant.  But they 
had a big family and Bill Dunn he stayed with the Communist Party. 

SS:  Right. 

JM:  And Fenton was a bootlegger, run a bootleg shop, then a little grocery store.  And Paul Dunn 
is a machinist, lived over here in Dagoosa Wisconsin, nobody ever heard of him.  And they were 
raised up north here, they were raised up neighbors to the Lindberg family, up around Little Falls. 

SS:  So, the coal strike was successful and got a lot more people to come into the union right? 

JM:  Well, the coal strike was successful in that it was a victory.  As far as the coal strike getting a 
lot more coal haulers in the union, I think they had them just about all in before the strike. 

SS:  Cause Harry was telling me about some kind of a thing where they signed up a lot of people 
after the victory of the coal strike and before the beginning of the truck strike in '34. 

JM:  Oh, now Harry's right, but not coal drivers, they had managed as I recall, there was about 70 
coal yards around town, there were three or four big ones, correct me now Don if I miss a few.  The 
biggest one was Pittsburgh and then another big one was Northwestern.  And what was the one 
down on Plymouth Avenue by the bridge there. 

DS:  Hanna? 

JM:  Hanna, there was some acorns in that yard, they had most of the drivers and the yard workers. 

DS:  Great Lakes Coal and Dock. 

JM:  Great Lakes Coal and Dock was another, but four or five big yards that were in, oh, 574 I think 
that was Hawthorn, they had a few coal drivers there that were company men, they were out on 
Minnehaha Avenue, remember them, Hawthorn had blue trucks.  They had most of the coal drivers 
signed up into 574 before the strike began.  And when the strike began they damn soon rounded up 
them that weren't.  Flower City Coal was another one that was pretty big one, but they had most of 
them.  And it was Harry DeBoer who developed the cruising picket squad, I don't know if he told 
you that. 

SS:  During that strike, yes, yeah, he told me how for example he you know would find people who 
were trying to deliver coal, scabs, and talk them out of doing it and then they would dump the coal 
in front of the tenements of poor people in the city so they could use the coal. 

JM:  Well, I don't know how much of that, I didn't know about that, but I do know that Cedar Lake 
Ice and Coal was under contract to 221 and they tried to run.  See, I was not present in the coal 
strike, I was coming in from Pittsburgh with a load of fabric and we got in the city about 3:30 or 4 
o'clock the night the strike was settled. 

SS:  So you heard about it. 

JM:  Oh, I went to the union hall immediately, well, hour or so perhaps, but I heard that they had 
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dumped a couple of loads of coal in front of Pittsburgh, I mean Cedar Lake's yard.  The guy, you 
nkow, I don't know right in front but close by, they had a yard down on the river there on Broadway 
wasn't it? 

DS:  Yeah. 

JM:  And Tony Sholow and that guy, well we're going to run we belong to the union.  And they said 
you're going to run you son of a bitch with empty trucks and your head's going to be broken, that's 
what they told them.  But Harry's principle point was it was awfully cold, they tell me that when the 
strike was called, let's say the temperature was zero and when the strike ended it was about 35 
below, it just kept going down, down, down.  Well, Frozig told me, George Forzig, he's dead now, 
that Harry had convinced the executive board that why should they have people out in front of a 
coal yard where everyone was in the union.  See the unusual thing, Sal, and this is the hard thing for 
people to understand about transportation strikes, they're fluid.  They're fluid strikes, I've had to 
explain this so many times to people.  It's not like a factory where you have to picket a factory to 
keep the people from coming in and out.  The picket lines for transportation strikes and god I've 
been involved in many of them, in trying to get the area over the road strike, we struck for 22 weeks 
in the middle of winter from September 10th '38 to February 15th, 1939 and we were on the 
highway, that was our picket line.  And blacktop trucks, trucks without names on them, that were 
the picket, they were the, guys that were trying to crash the picket line, so Harry explained, he says 
look, we got here 50 little coal yards, they depend strictly on members of our union to haul their 
coal.  If they got a yard man in there that don't belong or if the owner who owns it, he can set on his 
scale all day long, who's he gonna load up if a guy comes in with his own truck, we'll have cruising 
people around and if we catch them, god help them.  And that might have been what happened.  So 
instead of having a picket out in front of the house, or a yard, on strike, unfair, everybody owned 
their own truck, we had a mobile picket line and they'd load up guys in the truck and that's where 
the cruising picket squad that later on became the Flying Squad and Harry DeBoer thought the thing 
out, you know, the credit goes where it belongs and anyone who was a practical person can figure it 
out why, why should I stand out here on 35th and Minnehaha picketing a coal yard, there's nobody 
in there, the guy's closed it down, nobody coming to buy coal and if he does come in it takes him 15 
or 20 minutes to load up and get the hell out so they, if anybody come in that yard, they'd send out 
15 or 20 trucks, that was the theory that the guys told me.  Now at Cedar Lake it was a different 
thing, they had a contract and they said they were going to operate and 574 says oh no, it ain't going 
to be that way, cause that would brek the strike you see, because if people, if you get coal from 
Cedar Lake they'd eventually break the back, people would get coal. 

SS:  Sure, they'd be happy to get the coal. 

JM:  And what Cedar Lake would do was hire trucking companies... 

SS:  As many people they could get their hands on, you know... 

JM:  ... to help haul and as soon as they got the strike under control, so it was essential to stop Cedar 
Lake and that's what they did and Tony Schuler never got over it either... 

END TAPE THREE SIDE TWO 
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TAPE FOUR, SIDE ONE 

SS:  [Unclear] 

JM:  Where were we when... 

SS:  We were talking about 1933, no we were 1934 actually we were talking about the end of the 
coal strike what happened after the end of the coal strike. 

JM:  Oh, we were talking about Harry DeBoer. 

SS:  Yeah. 

JM:  Now as I recall at the coal strike there were some loose ends, several people and they were few 
in number in some of the yards that probably had not joined the union and they either joined the 
union quickly, I don't remember any of them that were not members of the union within a few days 
and the activity in the coal yards of course after four or five days of the extreme cold was very 
intense, they had to make up for a three or four day cold spell plus the rest of it.  Now Dobbs 
reports in his book that he didn't work much later than that and I don't recall exactly but he probably 
worked another month or six weeks.  But by now we're into about the first of April and maybe it 
was middle of March.  See, Dobbs was operating a steam room, he was running a boiler room, 
maintaining a boiler which generated steam.  Well once the coal wouldn't freeze we didn't the steam 
anymore so they could wet the coal down with water because it wouldn't freeze which was the style 
until it got cold.  So they probably laid Dobbs off, but on the other hand Dobbs' father was the 
master mechanic for Pittsburgh Coal.  Now he was a fine old gent, his father, and he did not 
maintain the truck fleet but he was a master mechanic, he may have had something to do with 
maintaining the truck fleet but his interest was maintaining the iron firemen.  They had a big hopper 
and it hold 300-400 ton of coal...300-400 pounds of coal, and you'd shovel that full at a given time 
and there was a screw arrangement and you had a Honeywell regulator up in the room and you 
could set it by temperature or by manual control and you wouldn't have to go down to feed the fire, 
this augur type... 

SS:  Automatic... 

JM:  ...would automatically feed the coal into the fire, so Dobbs may have got laid off middle of 
March, first of April.  Carl Skoglund and Ray Dunn who was working on WPA, Ray was working 
on WPA and Grant Dunn and Mick Dunn became well kind of organizers and we didn't put them 
on the payroll immediately because we had a little problem with Cliff Hall the business agent, he 
was still the powerful person in the union, he had that, he was the business agent and in between 
meetings he was the power and on the executive board we had two solid people, Bill Brown and 
George Frozig.  Mo Hork at that time was debatable whichever way he'd go.  Bill Gray was a good 
old guy but he didn't understand too well and you couldn't always depend on him, so we didn't have 
a solid majority in the executive board and we had a problem to determine on how to act and how 
to build the union.  Cliff Hall didn't want to go ahead making the union any bigger.  I think he was 
content right then to let the union stay where it was and of course we were determined.  When I say 
we, there was a group of us around the union that were determined than ever now to go ahead and 
what Harry told you Sal about the guys coming into the union, they were literally coming in in 
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droves. 

SS:  Yeah, that's what he said. 

JM:  And some were being hustled into the union but most come in on their own.  I think Harry told 
you that. 

SS:  Yeah, oh yeah, that's what he said. 

JM:  They just come up to the hall, volunteered, it wasn't having to go out on the street and knock 
them on the head, they just come walking right up to the hall.  And Cliff Hall done everything he 
could to frustrate them.  He wasn't there, he'd hide the application blanks, he take them home with 
him and all sorts of things and we had all, he was tardy about giving them a book.  We had a big 
sheet of paper, it was about this size and there was a little stub on the bottom and that we were 
supposed to keep and he was way behind on the posting, there was no office girl.  And he was only 
in the office three days a week in the afternoon, now he come in a little bit more often, but he was a 
nasty individual to begin with and he didn't improve none now that we were working him more, so 
the idea was to get Hall out of the way.  And well finally we decided that we'd try to make a run for 
it in the membership meeting.  The executive board, there were seven men on it and Cliff Hall who 
voted, that made eight, we had two, but we got it overruled, some way we got it into the executive 
board and out of the executive board onto the floor and we voted the five of them, not to be, I don't 
know if we called them the steering committee or I think at first the organizing committee, we put 
them on the payroll and I want to tell you it took about five people to sign the people up.  And I 
expect that by the time we had the Schubert meeting, there was 3500 to 4,000 people in the union.  
It's just hard to believe that the union would, you know, at night when you go home you couldn't 
believe the next morning how many more people had joined the union the next day, it was just 
fabulous.  And then we had to get into the, well, we elected organizing committees and Mick Dunn 
was kind of the head of most of it and Ray and Carl and Farrell were setting together and Carl of 
course the demands for proposals to send to the employers and that took a bit of doing, we'd never 
had a contract before and most people were just absolutely naive about it, they didn't know what to 
put in it and some of the most ridiculous things you know, everybody had their own pet peeve and 
that was quite a goddamn little piece of doing, that, those time, and there was so much activity 
around that hall and a lot of guys I know I did a lot of days I just got so, worked at night til way late 
and you just didn't go to work the next day, it was more interesting, what the hell, you get out on the 
job and you probably make 80-90 cents, what advantage was there going there, there was no 
incentive, there was more activity going on up at the hall and for the first time in your life you felt 
you were absolutely going to do something and it was quite a feeling.  You know after all these 
years of being kicked around, getting bulldozed by the employer and the union never doing 
anything and here you were, a whole bunch of guys and for the most part they were younger men.  
Harry DeBoer was probably 27-28 years old, and the rest of the guys were younger than that, very 
few of them older except Ray and Dobbs was about 25 and Don Tuddy and all those other guys 
they were in that age range and Carl Skoglund and Ray oh they were old fogies, they were in their 
40s and Ray Dunn probably I mean Ray Rainboat was oh he was probably about 45 too, but other 
than that it all mostly young people and determined that we weren't going to put up with what we'd 
been living through and the new people that were coming in, a lot of the coal haulers were going to 
other jobs but there still was a bunch of the coal haulers left, but new people coming in from the 
transfer section, package delivery and they were stepping into the middle it and if you look at the 
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strike committee meeting make-up in the first book, Teamster Rebellion, there wasn't too many coal 
haulers in that group, basically the organizing group that were in the coal haulers section were there, 
but outside of that it was mostly people that were organized into the union after the coal strike was 
won sort of and then the before the May strike, that made up the strike committee.  Now I'd say it 
was about 60-65 of them that were not involved, at least that many that were not involved in the 
coal strike, it was a new breed of cats again and by now Ray and Farrell and Mick and Grant were 
the, we got them into the steering committee and we had a little problem because Cliff Hall was 
fighting like a badger to take control.  He wanted to remain in control of the union, we had a hell of 
a fight with that old guy see and then we had a couple of reactionary guys on the executive board, 
Sammy Haskell the secretary-treasurer was bad, Dave Nolan from the Star, he was a right winger 
stinker all the way through, there was another guy that from Elgin and he wasn't good, there wasn't 
too many good guys on that executive board and we had to short circuit them so the strike was run 
and won by the rank and file and by the steering committee and we just had to short circuit Cliff 
Hall out all the way through and at one time you know, this is out of text now, in August when the 
rent come due on the strike headquarters, he refused to pay the rent.  Bad enough that the, Olson 
had the goddamn tin soldiers out there raiding the headquarters and putting us in jail, he refused to 
pay the rent, that was the kind of, you know, a real stab in the back, he was, operate from that 
corner.  But that may cover up the question, not cover up but I mean that may clear up the amount 
of people that come in and Harry's right.  They were coming in so fast you didn't know where they 
were coming from.  And then of course we had all the problems that went with it and now I said 
earlier that Farrell said there were 75 people in the union and I have to take umbrage, the Daily Star, 
Minneapolis was under contract to the union and I don't know what their fleet was but there must 
have been 40 drivers down there alone at that place.  Izzy Wolk had two companies, they had Wolk 
Transfer and Storage and Elgin Transfer and Izzy's father started that company, started both of 
them.  Izzy was a boyhood pad of Floyd Olson and Izzy had the contract with the Internal Revenue 
Service which was a forerunner of the FBI, to pick up all the stills, they'd go out and raid a house 
and they'd take the still, you know they were moonshine I'm talking about, this was in the dry days, 
and half the time they wouldn't unload them, you'd leave them on the truck, and they'd haul them 
out someplace else in the morning, different driver, different groove and my thought was all the 
time that it was all part of the job you know.  The guy who lost his still on Wednesday got it back 
on Thursday, they used to have them in houses.  Well there must have been 15 or 20 drivers at least 
at oh maybe 25, Bill Brown's half-brother worked there, Chuck Nelson, Sammy Haskell the 
secretary of the union worked there, there had to be 20-25 men there.  These were steady 
employees.  Elgin probably had another 5 or 10 but they operated them kind of together and then 
around the corner there was Swiller and Swiller's father also founded Swiller, and both of them old 
men were members of the Workmen's Circle, they come out of Russia's Jewish refugees from 1905, 
that's the story I got and they were friendly, they weren't hostile to the union.  You could belong to 
the union and work there but there was no negotiated contracts, everybody walked in and negotiated 
their own wages.  Bill Brown worked there, he was the president of the union, George Frozig 
worked there and there was at least 20 truck drivers and 4 or 5 Teamsters working at Swiller.  So 
between those three companies there had to be about 60 men working with the helpers and 
everything.  And pretty near everybody there belonged to the union and George Day he had the 
scenery drivers and everybody worked there had to be union.  Now he didn't have a big long steady 
work force but you had to belong to the union because you hauled the scenery in.  Now in those 
days all the scenery for all the road shows was handled at the team track and the first day you did 
when you went down to the team track the stage hand delegate before you could, they'd when you'd 
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bring your truck alongside of their car, the first thing the guy would ask you, let's see your book and 
you had to produce your union book or they wouldn't load you and if they had 10 or 12 travelling 
stage hands, the local stage hand union would get stand ins or we call them witnesses today but they 
weren't regular witnesses.  But for every man that they had at that time that was travelling with the 
show, they got man for man with the local theatrical people.  So the stage hands had a fairly good 
union cause there were several theaters in Minneapolis that, well all of them, the only place that you 
couldn't go was the Shriners and that's the only place the Boston Symphony Orchestra and the Pops 
could play.  See the Boston Symphony and the Boston Pops couldn't travel, they couldn't play in no 
union place cause they were non-union, that Arturo Toscanini, oh it was way way late, almost in the 
'40s before they got so they could travel and play in the commercial houses.  So George Date had 
90% of the scenery [unclear], oh other union, other companies would haul stuff, but all the scenery, 
all the big long rigs, where you had the big scenes and the drops and everything, the scene, the big 
long trailers, a lot of their stuff was trunks and stuff, but some of the drops they kept them intact 
and they had to be hauled on long scenery trevers.  Well George had all that machinery.  So my 
guess is and then there was the Hawthorne Fuel Company, and that I said was another reason why 
Cliff Hall did not want Carl Skoglund to open up the door in 574 to bring in truck owners.  Cause 
Hawthorns Fuel owned two or three trucks, they said they owned their all, but I know they didn't 
own them all, but they said that they operated with their own equipment, but I know some of them 
guys had blind deals with them.  Cause they didn't own that many equipment, I can't prove it, but 
see if again George Guyer, I explained why they didn't want Carl and the like of the independent 
owners... 

SS:  So there were considerably more people in the union... 

JM:  Than 75. 

SS:  Yeah, I can see that. 

JM:  Hmm? 

SS:  I can see that, yeah. 

JM:  Yeah.  And when I told that Farrell in the book he says well we're really not concerned about 
how many men were there because that was before and it, why it really wasn't a great important 
thing, it was no big union, I doubt if it was 175, now we held a couple of organizing drives to try to 
line up the transfer companies, well the slogan was you better put your union button on the tail of 
your shirt because the minute that the company found out you belonged to the union they wouldn't 
employ you.  And now I have to explain.  You could come there and hang around, it isn't that they'd 
tell you get out of here we don't want you, the dispatcher'd come out of the room, he'd forget him, 
and day after day he wouldn't get out so he'd just take the hint and go someplace else.  But oh let's 
see, about 1930 the transfer drivers were going to try to organize and they had these silly demands 
so many men to a piano and three men on a refrigerator and stuff like that and the employers found 
out about it and they did hard time a few guys but I don't remember, well if you don't have any 
seniority and you don't have any weekly pay you really haven't got a job, you have a place to hang 
around, if there's work you get it, and that was the difference.  Now they had housemen as I 
explained earlier, I don't know of any of them, they were usually long term employees steady and 
they were most reluctant to join the union and they, we had three of them at Camerer.  They didn't 
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work during the strike, they drove team, they were on contract to haul hardware and only one of 
them belonged to the union, two of them didn't.  Well after the third strike it was sometime, we lost, 
we won the barn but we didn't win every man.  We lost two or three of them there and they didn't 
work during the strike, but they all weren't members of the union, but I don't think they voted 
against the union either so it was a kind of a topsy turvy mess you know we won the majority of the 
men but we didn't win most of the barns, we lost quite a few, the smaller places.  But in the whole 
apparatus of that early part of the first strike and preparing for it, it was just a tremendous amount of 
men coming into the union, we've got no idea how many men come in. 

SS:  Now when we're talking about the enormous amount of people coming in, that's before the first 
truck strike. 

JM:  Before the first strike. 

SS:  Okay.  So what happens to lead up to that first truck strike? 

JM:  Now we're talking about... 

SS:  '34. 

JM:  ...the first general strike, not the coal strike. 

SS:  Right. 

JM:  Alright, that'd be number 2 in the strike order. 

SS:  Oh, okay, cause we count the coal strike as the first. 

JM:  The first strike was the coal.  Now we got to go a little bit more on the coal strike.  That you 
see was not a direct settlement either, that was at the time they had these damn labor boards and the 
labor boards was involved there where the employer met one place and the union met another place 
and the labor board was in between.  They, Neal Cronin was the chair of the labor board and you 
didn't set like we are across the table, the union established, they had an understanding with the 
labor board, that's the way that contract was written, but it was one we could live with and they did 
and it was a victory for the union because the employers did agree so many cents an hour, they 
agreed to overtime, they agreed to recognize the union such as it was, we were the bargaining agent, 
whether we met them here or out there really didn't mean much, cause we had the men, we could 
Wobbly up them on the job and that was all that counted.  So when we drew up the demands for the 
May strike, of course the employers I believe thought that the coal strike was a fluke and it wouldn't 
happen again.  Now Cocklin, I worked for him and he wasn't serious about it, he was the chairman 
of the employers advisory committee, he didn't seem to, he'd come out in the snake room and talk to 
you just like we're talking now and ask you how things were going and this that and the other and if 
you were going out of town at that time he was friendly and he didn't have the attitude that we were 
going to pull off a strike and win it.  He was going to treat you like some wayward child that had an 
idea that they were going to play a ball game and there was no way you could win, it was like a 
sandlot team going to play in the majors and this was a good experience.  They'd been successful 
you see a couple of years earlier in knocking the union down and the employers I feel actually in my 
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own heart, they felt that the coal strike was a flash in the pan and that well they got by with it but 
next fall we just won't hire those guys, I've explained to you that most of these guys were 
independent owners with their own trucks.  And they could be hired or not hired, the employers 
thought at their will.  There later become an expression employee at will and they were using that 
category in their mind that next fall they'd work out some arrangement, some trick to prove that 
they didn't have to hire them, or wouldn't hire them, maybe they'd have their son in there, well you 
weren't working for me, you worked for my dad and I'm running the show this year.  Now that's 
been tried, whatever they had in mind I'm convinced and I may not have this idea shared by many, 
but I don't think the employers were you know [unclear] spirit to get at the union prior to the May 
strike, it just didn't come through to me that way, and I was as active as any in that section of the 
union.  And there was a couple of other guys, old Steve Blazer, I used to talk to him, he was one of 
the stewards at Cameron and I said what do you make of it Steve and Steve would say I don't know, 
he says it's spooky, he says they're just treating us like a bunch of kids that wet our pants.  That's 
exactly the way Steve described it, and they didn't figure I'm sure they did not figure that we were 
heavy enough in the britches to pull the pin and shut the city down.  And we'd been talking about it. 
 And notwithstanding the fact that what had happened in Toledo and that was a wonderful fight 
there, that was completely wasted I believe on the Minneapolis employer.  I think that Pegleg 
Mackalune had convinced they had nothing to worry about and the West Coast longshoremen had 
walked off the job a week earlier, they were on the bricks the whole week, but there'd been no real 
activity in San Francisco yet and I just believe that the employers didn't believe that we would pull 
the hook.  And I think a lot of guys in the union were surprised that we would do it.  Well finally in 
the last week before the strike the employers were just chiding us no end, they weren't going to 
meet, they weren't, they weren't going to talk, all this that and the other, they weren't going to do 
anything, so finally we decided we're going to have to strike... 

END TAPE FOUR, SIDE ONE 

TAPE FOUR, SIDE TWO 

JM:  Well finally we decided and they rented the Eagles Hall and we voted to strike, that was a 
Monday night meeting, the meeting was called for 7:30 and the time they got through getting ready, 
I didn't get there at the beginning of the meeting, I got there about 8 o'clock and they hadn't called 
the meeting yet and prior to the meeting there'd been a couple of big meetings explaining that the 
employers were stalling, employers were refusing to bargain and temper of the men now was 
getting to the point where you had to do something and it wasn't that they disgusted or anything but 
you, you know you have to move, so it was decided finally that they would pick a day and it wasn't 
because the West Coast longshoremen went out, I don't think there was a hundred people in the 
union paid much attention to that.  The following Monday we voted and we struck effective 
midnight.  Well we shut the town down, but in the meantime of course we had rented a 
headquarters at 1900 Chicago.  We had done everything that we felt we could do to improvise what 
we could anticipate and we certainly didn't think of everything because that made it apparent the 
first couple of days we had to do a whole lot of things extra.  And we set up a galley for a soup 
kitchen and we had a place, someone suggested a first aid station and our dispatch offices and a 
place to repair cars, had a place in there where some of the mechanics could work to keep the cars 
going and we come in off of, we went on the street on Chicago and I think the street behind that is 
Elliot isn't it?  It's Elliot Avenue and we first would drive the cars through but hell the first couple 

Twen
tie

th 
Cen

tur
y R

ad
ica

lis
m in

 M
inn

es
ota

 

Oral
 H

ist
ory

 P
roj

ec
t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



of hours why we had such a haze of smoke in there that we started pushing it through because there 
was just... 

SS:  Couldn't breathe. 

JM:  Couldn't of just blew in there, then of course everybody getting adjusted there was all sorts of 
tempers and flare ups, nobody knows what's going on, it's a real thing and [unclear] want to 
remember, no one knew the exact count to be honest with you Sal.  Figures were being advanced as 
7500, as low 5,000 and we'd developed a motorcycle squad.  Now many of the stores had full time 
motorcycle drivers, van-bus delivery, there was no UPS yet. 

SS:  Who organized the motorcycle squads. 

JM:  Well I'll tell you the guy who I remember organizing them was Jack Zanger, he was a bike 
driver for Hatch or Van Bus, and he had a bike himself.  He's the first guy that I remembered, now 
it might have been someone else, but I remember Jack Zanger and Jack also, didn't, he the guy that 
had the plane too didn't he? 

DS:  I don't know. 

JM:  He was a kind of a short husky guy, wasn't a big man, but he kind of macho see, he probably 
had a gun at home too, but he had an airplane I think or he flew one, he owned one, a little Cessna I 
think or a little Piper Cobb, but he had a motorcycle and he was a bike rider for either Hatch or Van 
Bus Delivery Company.  And all the big stores had motorbikes with half cars on them or full cars 
for delivery services.  So we had quite a few professional bike riders in the union, that is they drove 
motorcycles all day and then a lot of guys just like today, they drove them for transportation so we 
had quite a motorcycle corps.  Now I've heard some different reports about bike squads but that's 
the best I remember about them, and I do remember Jack Zanger being one of the first. 

SS:  Yeah, I think you were telling me yesterday about a IWW bike squad. 

JM:  Well someone said that and now I said I couldn't rule that out, they could have very well had a 
bunch of guys that were in the IWW that had bikes.  But most of the Wobblies that I knew the guys 
that I knew was Frank Hall and Harry Wilson.  Now both of them could have road bike, they were 
capable but they never owned one and Frank Hall drove for at that time he was driving for a little 
grocery store out on, well it was the grocery distributor, the guy had four trucks, he was out on 4th 
Avenue South.  And Frank had done some fighting in his early day, he had a broken nose and I 
guess he zigged more times than he should have you see because he had heavy eyebrows, he'd been 
bruised here, and Harry Wilson, they were the only two that I knew that were solid Wobblies and 
neither of them had bikes but there was a story going around that there was a bunch of Wobblies 
that had motor bikes, it could be, I don't remember particularly who they were.  So from Tuesday 
morning on you never saw such commotion as there was around that headquarters. Cause these 
cruising squads we developed you know out of the coal strike, we were not in effect in the May 
strike so we had the captains as they called them and each of them had 25 to 35 cars and they were 
out prowling the streets one after the other, different areas of town and you'd call in and the 
dispatching was done, Dobbs and Ray were there a great share of the time, Kelly Postal, Sprink I 
think was there and a couple of more, they had shifts, they had to have.  Well everybody go out and 

Twen
tie

th 
Cen

tur
y R

ad
ica

lis
m in

 M
inn

es
ota

 

Oral
 H

ist
ory

 P
roj

ec
t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



catch a truck that didn't belong to the union, any guy passing through the city they'd drag him down 
to strike headquarters, nobody knew what to do, so they'd escort down to strike headquarters.  Well 
there was a string of trucks from Franklin Avenue almost to Grant Street, trucks waiting to be 
screened.  Well what we'd do with them mostly, we shake them down for membership in the union, 
three months dues which was what $5, about $10, escort them to the city limits, they were passing 
through.  Now we swelled the membership a lot and we probably garnered a few illegal dollars 
quote unquote but that's what happened with most of them.  Some would get belligerent and they 
weren't nobody going to tell them anything.  Well they shouldn't have done that, because it wasn't 
too good for them, you know, you get a bunch of angry people mad and they slapped them around a 
little.  And some of these guys were, some of them were real, almost American Firsters you know 
but there's nobody, I don't care, a good big man is always gonna whip a good little man I don't care 
what weight he fights at you know, it's just there's no chance.  And that followed true, here you'd get 
15 cars, 3, 5 men in a car and you'd run up against truck driver and his helper, what chance has he 
got.  And it was a question of force and some of them didn't believe it.  Well the strike went along 
for Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and I don't know of any movement that was 
attempted during that strike.  The employer's Tuesday morning were completely stunned.  Now they 
didn't know that the union was going to pull the strike.  They thought the union was going to do it.  
They, I don't think again they believed that the union had the strength, the power or the audacity to 
strike the whole city and they were amazed that the union had the city tied up.  Of course St. Paul 
was running, St. Paul was not involved in it.  And although we'd been very very friendly to Bob 
Fleming, he was the business agent of local 120, we went over there on that, what the hell was that, 
[unclear]__ little grocery strike, they were still delivering groceries out of that big department store 
there, they had, a lot of them, we helped them out there, he had the Pioneer Press Dispatch drivers, 
we helped him there, we thought that they would support us, but they didn't, at the last minute they 
didn't vote to strike.  They didn't hold the meeting and of course for what reason I don't know, I 
think they didn't have enough courage really and Bob couldn't swing it by himself and then over 
there you had the general organizer and a fourth vice president, I think that was his rank, John Gary, 
he was an old coot, he used to come over and visit us on the street car and I'm sure that John Gary 
took the street car over, he put in his expense book 10 cents street car fare, he was an honest old 
guy, reactionary as hell and didn't have any courage but if he took a street car he didn't say taxi cab 
and put the difference in his pocket, I know that, so he had some influence on that local, you know, 
the power of the international really destroys a lot of courage in a lot of men, I don't have to tell 
you, they really get swayed when the International officers come in and start throwing their weight 
around.  They don't say nothing, but the fact that they're saying it, really gels them.  We just come 
through six hours of it up there, and the whole damn long campaign.  So.. 

SS:  Were there other unions or radical groups that assisted in this strike, at this stage? 

JM:  I don't know, Sal, I don't recall any other radical groups except maybe who they would be 
outside of the IWW.  I can't recall any other radical groups.  Oh, the Workmen's Circle. 

SS:  Ah ha, the Workman's Circle help... 

JM:  They were friendly and donating money and things like that but they didn't come out and lend 
pickets, but they would, you know, they were friendly... 

SS:  So IWW did lend pickets. 
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JM:  Well there were guys that said they were members of the IWW, they were boomers and they'd 
come out there.  But what, you know what an IWW guy is, here today and gone tomorrow... 

SS:  Right, yeah. 

JM:  And he's there and he'd participate and there were maybe, oh there were some guys from 
Building Laborer, that was Burt Mahaffy, a lot of them guys, individuals... 

DS:  Walter Frank. 

JM:  Huh? 

DS:  Walter Frank. 

JM:  And Walter Frank the, wasn't Walter Frank at that time, he was the business agent for the 
Building Trades Council, he was outspoken, he was good.  Good thing you remembered that Don, 
and Tubby Craul's brother, the iron workers, oh he was splendid, but they hadn't had a chance yet 
outside of just giving you know oral support.  But basically the whole union movement had to say 
they support the drivers, they didn't have a chance yet not to support.  And I don't remember some 
of them gymnastics that was going on because Sal, things were moving so goddamn fast.  And we 
had course the usual, well we had some criticism in leaflet form by the CP, they criticized us that 
we didn't have in our demands they weren't strong enough and I don't know when, it wasn't that 
early but they were critical of the union because we weren't strong enough on Governor Olson, as 
against him.  Now as yet there was no overt act that Olson had committed that we could tell the 
people about and Olson at that time I can't remember too many people being dead set against Floyd 
Olson, do you Don?  They were more inclined to be supportive.  Well he was better than that, Price 
wasn't it, wasn't Governor Price... 

DS:  Frankly I don't remember who was the [unclear]... 

JM:  I think it was Governor, and they felt it was better than him and they weren't about to lambast 
Olson.  So I think, I'm trying to think when we had the big parade, was that before the May strike, 
or was that before the July strike, no I think that come after and of course we had a wonderful 
person in that Bill Brown.  Bill Brown was an agitational speaker out of this world.  And he never 
had any notes and I don't think he had a sober breath, he wasn't drunk, he'd always have two or three 
belts.  Let me give you an example.  When he was, not at this particular time, but one of his times 
was, he was being accused of being a communist in the newspaper, you probably heard this story. 

SS:  No I haven't, I haven't heard it yet. 

JM:  And it was a hell of a crowd, oh, 8-10,000, well you people all know me I'm William S. 
Brown and I'm president of General Drivers Local 574.  Now the newspapers around here been 
calling me a communist, hell he says I ain't no communist and I don't know what a communist is, 
he says old Bill Brown he's just a little old 50-50 boy, he says the boss had the profits for the last 
50, I say we workers take them for the next 50.  Now that was an example of the kind of way he'd 
get the crowds, that was just an, you know the way he'd, them short little one liners and so Bill was 
always demonstrative, could really whip things up.  Mickey Dunn was a good talker, Jesus Christ 
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he was good.  But by and large the employers were taken back by the fact that we were on strike.  
Now everybody's got their own idea of why the things happened the way they did and I have mine 
and it's been shared with some, criticized by others, but in the general trucking business most of the 
stuff is non-perishable, you know they don't have a lot of perishable goods.  The Market District 
was a close compact area, all right, are you familiar with the area? 

SS:  Hm hmm. 

JM:  It's bounded on the one side by 5th Street and by 7th Street from 1st Avenue to 3rd Avenue.  
It's compact, it's right downtown and there were 22 firms in there I believe that's what the count 
was, that were big enough to be involved in labor dealings.  Now there might have been some one 
man stalls in there, little peddlers. 

SS:  Yes, sure. 

JM:  But there were 22 firms as I recall that had trucks or workers.  Now there might have been a 
mom and pop store in there peddling something, but they were the big firms, Gamblerob and Casey, 
not Casey Holbin but Casey Hogan and a few more, American Fruit and Produce, some and they 
employed Jack Brooks, they employed quite a few people and in there they had women, they had 
tubers to tube tomatoes, they sorted onions and potatoes and all that nasty work.  They picked 
chickens some in there and they had them dirty nasty work and they brought in all the fruit that 
wasn't sold at the fruit auction, they brought it in there and stood it on the sidewalk or in their 
warehouses.  Well, the life of that fruit has to be turned every few days or it spoils. 

SS:  Yes. 

JM:  Well, by Saturday morning Durman Fruit Company had a bunch of fruit that had been on the 
floor since a week now.  There was a, the first real chain store, [unclear] this guy was calling 
himself C. Thomas, his name was Constantine Thomas and he was a Greek and he was starting up 
well today we'd call it a supermarket, but those days when you went to the store you come there 
with your grocery list and you read it off to the clerk, I'm talking 55, 60 years ago and he had a little 
book and he'd mark it down, sometimes they'd give you the carbon and you'd carry with you what 
you could carry in a lot of them and they'd deliver the rest.  Well he was going to break through all 
of that, he was going to be cash and carry and he started do-it-yourself.  He was packaging beans 
and rice and tying it up in little brown paper bags, putting a string on them, not even tape and he 
had them setting around, and beans 8 cents a pound or whatever see, and you could go assemble 
your order at the counter, he was that kind of a dude and he was dealing with the working class.  He 
had one there in Camden if you remember, he had three or four of them around, he bought the old 
Winston Harper Fisher Warehouse, or leased it on 5th Street and about 6th Avenue and he had two 
or three trucks and I believe he contracted with Beerman Brothers Fruit Company to take away all 
the fresh fruit that was perishable.  Now Beerman had a fleet of their own trucks and I worked for 
them a couple of different times and they had some old Wilcock trucks that didn't have universal 
joints in them, they had flanges, two flanges and when you started out in the morning, the 
mechanic'd give you a whole bale of canvas washers and you had two wrenches and somewhere 
along the day why they might break a bolt and you had some spare bolts and they had hoops 
underneath the shafts so that they wouldn't break down and then you had to get out and put in some 
more of them and tighten them up, they were old Wilcocks trucks, old floor bangers, they were 
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made there, he had two, three of them left, but he had quite a few trucks, so C. Thomas stores had 
two or three trucks back into the Beerman Fruit Company.  Well they come in there under convoy 
and we got the order to go down and, there's trucks into the market.  Now this was about 8, 8:30 on 
a Saturday morning.  Most of the city was working 5 and a half days a week.  A lot of people got 
off all day Saturday, but at that time Sat...we're working on a five and a half day week.  Well 
Beerman's is on 6th and 1st Avenue, 6th and Hennepin is damn near the center of the city, the 
Labor Temple is at 614 1st Avenue, we're right now in the heart of this city and all these other firms 
are within that little three or four block area.  There they had the concentration of all these 
companies and I guess the police figured they're going to have a fight out here with one barn and a 
fight over here with another one, they get spread out pretty thin, but here they had it all grouped 
together, I guess they figured that'd be the place to go.  Now I can't begin to fathom their thinking 
but one thing they didn't count on was spectators.  Too they didn't talk about or think about the 
unemployed, so we had to talk now about when I get through with this little episode about Carl's, 
from the coal strike, about the unemployed.  So the three, when I got there, the squad I was with, we 
were on the northside, we was up on the Hump, that was up on Lyndale and Plymouth, well we 
drove right down there and the time we got parked and we didn't care about double parking, we just 
parked.  Cause who's going to arrest us, huh?  Who's going to tag our cars, they didn't have these 
meter maids or anything then and a cop on the beat ain't going to write up traffic tickets for double 
parking on a thing like that.  Well here were the three trucks, or two at least, for C. Thomas, one 
was a semi, and one was a straight job, were backed up, they hadn't begin to open the back doors 
yet.  And the argument started and they had half the Minneapolis police force down there and they 
kept reinforcing.  And we were arguing there for about fifteen minutes, so we were up there in the 
front end and there was a particularly obnoxious sergeant, Frank Bleed, everybody knew him, 
everybody had a hard on for him, nobody wanted him around, he was vicious.  I happened to be 
right next to him and I was arguing at that, I suppose kind of a naive argument, we're paying your 
wages, we got rights, what are you protecting scabs for, this that and the other, and the crowd was 
getting bigger and bigger and bigger.  Now all the cops were armed with big long not regular night 
sticks, they had big riot sticks, they were about 36" long and they were all loaded in the end you 
know with something, they were other than wood, something in there, lead shot or pieces of 
something you give them more balance.  Well I don't know what happened and suddenly there was 
a big surge from behind, people trying to get up close or whatever and the next thing them cops 
went to work on us, without saying a word, now it had to be some kind of a signal and they just beat 
the shit out of us I tell you they went to work on us.  And right on that corner the way the truck was 
backed in like this to Veerman's dock, the tractor was setting ahead of it, we was all in here and the 
cops was in along here, we were in this corner, they must have beat about 20 of us, cause they were 
all concentrated.  And I don't remember much more until I come to inside of Beerman's house and 
there was Louie Scullard and Harold Biel and Frank Hall, a few more, were laying in there and they 
got the paddy wagon down and they dragged them guys up.  Well they come to move me and I was 
still rumdum, and bleeding very heavy and I just saying that you know I wasn't going to get up and 
walk and they said ah let the bastard lay, he said we got a load anyway.  Well they went away with 
that one.  When they filled that wagon up and they took them guys right to jail I understand.  They 
had some more guys laying over there who I couldn't see and they come with another paddy wagon 
and they put a couple of them in and then they come for me, now by the meantime now about five 
minutes is gone, I was a little more coherent and two of them grabbed me up and they walked me 
out and they quit supporting me and ya gotta step up and believe me I was so goddamn weak I just 
collapsed and the crowd surged in and picked me up and they grabbed me and they took me away 
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and they run me up, there was a magazine stand on 1st, I mean on 6th and Hennepin.  They took me 
in the back room there and the guy was a friendly guy apparently, they called an ambulance and 
they got an ambulance from the City Hospital to come down, it was an old right hand drive Pierce 
Arrow, they still had it in, and they hauled me up to the City Hospital and I was all alone, I was 
[unclear], oh geez I was covered with blood.  They took me and shaved my head, sewed me up, 
wrapped me up, I looked like a Hindu, they sent me out with two or three other guys, well I'm 
sitting there and here come the business agent for the steam fitters union.  Well, I knew him a little 
bit and he knew me a little bit, not friends or anything.  What the hell are you doing here, you know, 
he hadn't heard, he'd been down there inspecting something, he had some kind of a job, he was 
inspecting and I said we had a big beef in the Market and they grabbed me and he was thinking 
better of me... 

END TAPE FOUR, SIDE TWO 

TAPE FIVE, SIDE ONE 

JM:  Well, when I got in the hospital they shaved my head around the wound, they sewed me up, 
bandaged me up and set me out in a chair obviously waiting for the bulls to pick me up.  But in 
come, I think his name was Miller, he's a business agent for the Steamfitters, what he was doing 
there I don't know, I assume he was inspecting something or doing something.  And I knew him to 
see him and he knew me to see me, he says what are you doint here.  I says we had a big beef down 
on the Market and I told him a little, and he just grabbed me up and he got me by this girl that was 
setting there, he says I'll take care of this guy and he walked me out of the door up the side, and he 
says get the hell out of here and I ran across the street and I crawled underneath the cars that were 
parked there and I crawled on my hands and knees for about a quarter of a block and I got in the 
middle of that parking lot and I just laid there and rested, I was pretty well tuckered out anyway.  
And I must have stayed there for about half hour, 45 minutes and then when I could hear them 
coming, and they were looking for, the bulls were looking for, well I heard one say must have got 
away, well what the hell he says we got the rest of them.  Well he took them all, all those others 
they took them to jail and they kept them over the weekend, they took them down, they sentenced 
them a year, two years, you know they, and some of it we got it all cleaned up but that's what they 
gave them, Scutter and Harold Biel and quite a few more of them got sentenced out of that but that 
was the first big fight.  And I don't remember anything more what happened, but that was all 
harness bulls, there was no thugs, that was just straightly strict Minneapolis police in uniform.  Now 
I had some discussion with Farrell, he said thugs, I says no by god Farrell, I named a couple of the 
guys and that I was arguing [unclear] I knew him and another one there, Winnell, there were two 
sergeants, Winnel and Bleed and they had a bunch of, you should never argue with the sergeants 
because everyone's going to make points you know, so anyway Farrell then did tell me that there 
thugs used that night in Newspaper Alley.  Now I don't know nothing about that cause I was home 
that night.  Were you down the Alley that night, Don? 

DS:  Not when the beef was on, no. 

JM:  I don't know nothing about what happened in that alley that night, I wasn't there.  Now if we 
want to go back and pick up about the unemployed. 

SS:  Alright, fine. 
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JM:  Now from the very beginning, not when I first met Carl but soon after, he was telling me how 
important it was to have a rapport with the unemployed people, that you had to have complete 
understanding, affiliation if possible, but certainly you had to have their support and their 
understanding, otherwise he says you have got potential people that can be seduced by the employer 
to be on the other side of the fence and he said basically those people are not scabs, those are people 
who've been without the paycheck, that haven't had a job for years, some of them probably never, 
younger people that had never been able to get a job and he said if we don't point out to them that 
our victory is also their victory, he says we're never going to be able to get through to them that they 
should support us.  Well that was Carl's theory all the way through.  Very early after he got into the 
union he would talk individually with people.  Now Farrell makes remarks about that, that Carl had 
talked to him about organizing or building support in the unemployed movement and I have to take 
you back now you see in the original Pork Chop Riot days there was nobody active in the drivers 
union that was doing that.  Cause I was in the union and I don't remember it happening and Harry 
will tell you the time that he remembers.  The drivers union was doing nothing and we know where 
the drivers were working and there ain't one of them that ever went out of their way outside to give 
some guy a quarter when he had his hat in the sidewalk for a meal, that was the limit.  Oh they 
probably supported individually the Pork Chop Riots or expressed opinions but I don't recall any of 
them ever mounting any movements in the drivers union and as a matter of fact officially I don't 
think I recall the Central Labor Union officially getting too deeply involved.  It was people who had 
been members of the various crafts that were now out of work and who were bringing this fight up. 
 I don't remember the Central Labor Union, well Walter Frank could have did it because he was the 
only guy that I remember. 

SS:  Also the CP had a hand in it too, didn't they? 

JM:  Yes, but they were not blessed with membership in the Central Labor Union. 

SS:  No, no, no I'm saying beyond the labor movement... 

JM:  Oh, the CP, yes I agree, but I'm talking, it was the CP in my opinion that first raised the issue 
of demonstrating for relief issues and the Workers Alliance they come along at a later date, the 
Council of Unemployed Workers, the Minneapolis Unemployed League or whatever there was an 
unemployed league and things like that.  And they were in my opinion independent of the Central 
Labor Union.  The Central Labor Union did not want to get tied up with it. 

SS:  Sure. 

JM:  Now the only guy that might have been involved was a kid that I went to school with for a 
couple of years that later on become business agent for the upholsterers' union, his name slips my 
mind.  He was a Slav kid. 

DS:  Petey. 

JM:  Petey. 

DS:  Petey Warhol. 
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JM:  That's it, that's it, yeah.  Yeah, that's the guy.  Now he could have been down there, but he was 
a class conscious, or somewhat class conscious dude.  Now he could have been down there with 
remnants of his union because he was a, now Bob Cramer, Rob Lee Cramer, the editor of the 
Minni-ass Labor Review, he might have wrote a hell of a nice piece in the paper what the labor 
movement should have been doing for the homeless and the unemployed, but I'm damned sure 
that's as far as it went.  That's my opinion, but I don't think there was any motivation whatsoever by 
the Central Labor Union, any of the unions, I don't know that anything to do with the unemployed. 

SS:  Until the truck strike. 

JM:  Yeah, and then it was kind of brought in kind of through the side door.  I know that at the 
beginning Cliff Hall would have went up a tree, he, but we had by this time sidetracked Cliff Hall 
and we had got the, we'd now changed the committee that Carl and Ray and Farrell and Mick and 
Grant were on with Bill Brown and Crozie and later Al Goldwin who was an attorney, we didn't 
have them there because he was an attorney, but he was something to do with the Communist 
League, he was a member of the Communist League and he was not on the committee either but 
you know he would be around and Jim Cannon was here at the time and Max Schackman, but 
they'd got an order, they couldn't stay in Minneapolis so they took the streetcar and went to St. Paul, 
they were renegades.  Anyway the move to bring in the unemployed and to associate with them was 
Carl's idea.  I'm not trying to put Ray Dunn down or nothing but it was Carl who insisted, he says 
we've got to make contact, we have to build them, we have to ingratiate them, we've got to get them 
in here and by god that was the thing that saved the day for us, that's what fooled the employers they 
couldn't figure out where the men were coming from in the last days of the strike.  Now I'm stuck 
with my opinion you know because Jesus when you had 4,000 military permits and where were the 
guys coming that were doing the picketing, and a hell of a lot of those military permits were once 
members of 574, that had went back to work and Don'll tell you when you'd seen them coming 
down the street they'd give you the grin and they'd point at the sign 'this truck being operated under 
military permit', or how would they say it Don? 

DS:  Something like that, pretty close. 

JM:  Yeah, it was the unemployed won that strike, as much as the union and if we didn't have them 
we might not be here talking like we're here today, it might have been, would have been different, 
the climate of the country'd possibly forced it, but not in the dramatic way that we won it and not 
the way we done it later. 

SS:  Well let's go back to that, and what happened after Newspaper Alley. 

JM:  Well after Newspaper Alley, that was on a Saturday night, next day was Sunday and course 
out of curiosity Newspaper Alley intrigued more people cause they didn't see it.  Hell of a lot of 
people saw what happened Saturday and it was well broadcast, again there was no tv, it was 
broadcast on the radio quite a bit.  And the leadership of the union figured that the thing to do now 
is gonna be a replay of Saturday morning and we had figured out that the employers were going to 
concentrate their efforts to move trucks in the Market district because that's where the urge was, 
Gamblerod, Casey Hogan, American Fruit and Produce, a couple of more, Jack Brooks, they had 
large stocks of perishable foodstuffs, this runs into a lot of money.  And because you see they didn't 
figure that we were going to strike, they wouldn't have been caught with their pants down.  They 
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had their floors full of perishable fruit that they'd brought in from fruit auctions.  That stuff that was 
in chill boxes will only, got a shelf life of a few days anyway, but it's more able to stand it when it's 
setting out on the floor and they had to get rid of it and we figured correctly that they were going to 
try to move trucks in the Market District.  And the union concentrated on getting people, as many as 
they could, into 614.  Now I told you where Beerman's Fruit is, it's right around the corner see, 
Beerman's Fruit is on the corner of 6th and 1st, so that corner would be 600, the entrance to the 
Central Labor Union was 614, well you can figure how many doors it is.  That's where you went 
into the Labor Union.  All day long Saturday, I mean Sunday, not all day, but afternoon, we started 
concentrating people into the Central Labor Union.  Now it wasn't quite as dramatic as Farrell said 
in his book.  We sent people in and some would come out and many would stay and we opened up 
the meeting halls, the auditorium, it had a big, one big room, several smaller rooms, two or three, 
we just filled them up with people.  And we said now tomorrow morning we expect zero hour's 
going to be when they're going to start the day’s work.  The Market used to start from 2 to 3 o'clock 
in the morning, was the normal starting time and we said we're going to expect some problems, so 
we got as many men into the Strike Headquarters up to Central Labor Union as it would hold and 
then we started dispatching people down to the Market area and by five o'clock in the morning there 
must have been two to three thousand pickets down there, and we were mostly down around 3rd 
Avenue on 6th Street.  Now the reason for that was someone had got wind that Gamblerob had 
taken the windows out of three trucks and were putting rattle screen in and we felt that if they were 
coming in, that's where they were going to come in.  Now what had happened to all of us that had 
been in that fracas Saturday and those that hadn't, we all went down, we had up our sleeves a pipe, a 
piece of chain hanging down our leg or a piece of pipe in our pants and we had any kind of weapon 
we could get, no guns.  So when finally the trucks come in, they were under heavy police escort, 
they come wheeling around the corner, well everybody jumped aside you know, all this malarkey 
that you stand in front of them and bare your chest like John L. Lewis did to Governor Murphy, you 
know that's all right for that kind of a thing but when a guy's coming at you with a two ton truck and 
he's doing 25 miles an hour, you jump aside.  Well they had the gate open, they had all the office 
personnel or supervisory people inside the Gamblerob warehouse, they got three trucks in there, 
three of them they were two ton state jobs, they got them in there and they shut the gate.  Now by 
that time it had to be pretty near 8 o'clock in the morning and the crowd in that market I got to say 
was about seven or eight thousand, had to be, geez you couldn't move hardly in it see.  And this was 
harness bulls again now they come in there and... 

SS:  No deputies yes. 

JM:  No, no deputies, I didn't see none at that stage.  Now there were special deputies, but there 
were not down at Gamblerob.  So a whole bunch of us were down there and I'd say there must have 
been a couple of thousand of us right there, we were jammed in there two blocks (their two locks??) 
and the cop come out and says now look, the trucks are here and we give you our word they're 
going to stay there, they ain't going to load them, they got them here and that's where they're going 
to stay, they ain't gonna move nothing.  We said yeah that's what you say.  Well, some guys had 
some sticks in their hands.  You give us them sticks and pipes and everything and we'll give you our 
word, they ain't going to move any trucks.  So the guys handed over their sticks, they were in 
evidence, they handed them to them.  Just about the time the cops thought they had their sticks, they 
says now there's a spur in there, a railroad spur off of 3rd Avenue.  These cops said now we'll show 
you sons of bitches, there was about 25 of them or 30 maybe or 50 cops, there was, had to be 
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1500-2000 of us and we were scattered down on 3rd Avenue, down around what we called the M 
and St.L scale, there was a scale in their for freight.  And they started to club us, and we turned too 
on them, out come the chains and the pipe and we butchered them police, we put about 35 of them 
in hospital.  Now we had some injuries and Walker and everybody else in the city papers will show 
that between 30 and 35 cops went to the hospital and that's where it happened.  Now maybe up by 
Beerman Fruit two blocks away there was something else where the deputies were, but where the 
cops went to the hospital and you can see the pictures, down at Gamblerobs' Warehouse is where 
the fight took place because just about the time we started to go to work on the bulls, in comes Bob 
Bell driving the truck and it said rid the city of rats and out jumped about 25 guys and we went to 
work on the cops and them cops were laying on the street all over hell and you can see pictures all 
over of it.  Not one striker got pinched but we had a lot of injuries, you don't put 30 police, and they 
were fighting, they weren't just to say don't hit me no more, they were slugging.  And they went 30 
of them to the hospital at least and we had a lot in the, up in the Strike Headquarters.  Now that was 
the Monday part that I saw you see, that was the Monday part.  And I don't know about what 
happened up farther, where Farrell describes it there were some deputies involved.  I didn't see that, 
what was down around and you can look at the pictures, the pictures show them laying right down 
where I'm tellin you.  There's a spur right down, they used to be going from the M and St. L track, it 
went back up in them houses that face on the south side of 5th Street and that's where the cops got 
it, and that's where we were and that's where Bob Bell come in with that truck.  I forget who's truck 
it was, Charlie Quick's or somebody, it didn't belong to Bob Bell, but he was driving it and he didn't 
have a brain in his head but he was a good man so that's what happened on the Monday.  That's so 
far as I know that's all that happened on Monday.  Now I omitted one thing, after I laid under them 
cars for about a half hour, I kept crawling on my stomach, you could crawl on your stomach under a 
car in them days, Jesus they were that high you know, they were a lot more Model T Fords and 
everything they were, I got to the end and I got up on my feet and I kept, I got out on the street and I 
hailed a ride and a guy stopped his car and I guess he was a Good Samaritan, thought I'd been in the 
hospital.  He says what happened to you, you been in an automobile accident.  Well no, and we're in 
the car now and we're half a block away or more from the hospital.  I said there was a beef down in 
the city Market this morning and I got in on it.  He says what do you mean, well I says in the strike 
and he asked me about it.  And he was some kind of union man, he must have been or sympathizer. 
 He said where do you want to go, do you want to go back to Strike Headquarters.  I says hell no, I 
said I tell you if you'll take me down to Carl and Einer's Saloon, that was a kind of a hang-out on 
5th Street and 2nd Avenue, I says take me there, so he took me down there and when I come in well 
they knew me, we used to go in there and drink all the time, a block and a half from the Central 
Labor Union, they took me in the back room and I called the union and they sent old C.B. Carlson 
down there and he took me home so I could lay down for a while and get my wits together.  But 
that's what I knew about the Saturday and then when I got all squared away a little and changed the 
bandage on my head and dried up the blood and got a different shirt, I went to my mother's home 
and well it was mine too, and I got different clothes.  I went back down to the Headquarters late that 
evening, I kind of figured I was safe then.  Then on Tuesday it, of course it was a different thing.  
On Tuesday they marched the deputies in, there was no argument about that day at all, and they 
marched them in from 7th Street down 3rd Avenue, they made a right turn on 7th Avenue...on 3rd 
Avenue and 6th Street and they started marching them up towards 1st Avenue and they got just 
about up passed 2nd Avenue when the shit hit the fan and Lyman is laying dead right in front of 
Beerman Fruit Company.  And in between 2nd Avenue and Beerman Fruit I want to tell you there 
was a massacre there, there were people running all over hell and they went everything which away, 
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them deputies, and there again it was a lot of people were hurt but the cops did not participate.  The 
cops stood back, Butler Brothers had a big warehouse, they had a platform.  The cops got up and 
stayed on that platform, they did not participate.  They did not, I did not see a harness bull involved 
that Tuesday morning, not a one.  Now, I could only see part of it.  There was 1500 special deputies 
in that fight that morning and you couldn't begin to see the whole thing cause they come down, how 
in the hell am I going to say that.  They come down off of 7th Street marching this way, they turned 
come up 6th Street, here is 2nd Avenue and this is 1st Avenue and we were up in this area, well we 
couldn't see around the corner and you couldn't see back here, there's too many grounds.  But up 
here where the cops were up on, if you go down there, I don't know if that's way today, but they had 
a low line what they call it, high enough for the trucks to, wagons to back into, three-four feet, you 
know what a low line is in the freight house, back up a truck.  Cops were standing up there, they 
weren't involved, they were hanging back.  And every picture I've seen of that fight that day, you 
never saw a harness bull, all the guys wearing suits, they were in suits and they got it.  Well of 
course that ended, that day, I don't know when they marked that thing up, nobody much else knows 
either, there's a lot of speculation, they say it went on ‘til midnight but I believe that in a half hour 
after the first big blow was struck, I mean when it first began, within a half hour, time moves 
awfully fast, I'd say that they were done with that episode and wherever they went and what they 
done between then and midnight I don't know.  But the next day there was a truce called then, they 
were, had a truce called, and the agreement was that if the union would quit the mass picketing, the 
employers would move no more trucks.  Now on Tuesday there were no trucks involved, not a 
truck was moved on Tuesday, the trucks were moved on Saturday and the trucks were moved on 
Monday.  There was no trucks at all moved on Tuesday morning, that was just deputies.  They were 
coming in there, it was going to be a showdown, man against man, no trucks involved Tuesday.  
Employers said if you will call off the picketing, we'll call off the trucking.  Well effective about 9 
o'clock Monday morning the trucking had stopped.  Oh there was trucks moving around the town 
but no attempts made to engage any mass picketing.  There's a certain amount of trucks running 
around.  And out of that came where Olson betrayed us see.  Then there was a big long shenanigans 
going on, they called the negotiating committee down, they were going to trap them and the 
committee backed away from that one.  And they were not meeting directly, this was when one of 
them labor board deals days... 

?:  What do you mean they were going to trap them? 

JM:  Well they had some people there and they were going to arrest them and the committee 
wouldn't go in the Nicollet Hotel and they told Olson about it, so Olson had to guarantee them safe 
passage, that's the way I remember.  And when they finally did get in there they didn't have direct 
meetings.  Neil Cronan was the chairman of the Hennepin County Labor Board, that was the style 
those days.  They were dealing through the Labor Board and the union sat in room A and the 
employers sat in room C and Cronan and the Labor Board staff was in room B and in this case 
Floyd Olson.  Now there was a tacit understanding that there would be a certain amount of wages 
paid, there was an understanding that a certain amount of hours would be work, would be 
considered the work day.  Now the question come on the jurisdiction, especially the inside workers. 
 So this scene went on and on and back and forth and Olson was the, the Labor Board was running 
errands back and forth.  Finally Olson injects himself, and he goes and sees the employer and he 
come back and he told the union a story, they told Olson what they wanted.  Well he goes back and 
tells the employer and he comes back and he says now let me understand this, he made a couple of 
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trips or more.  Finally he says well this is what I understand it to be is this right and that was the 
famous interpretation, I think it was section 10 of the inside workers and that's where Olson flat out 
double-crossed us.  He come back and invented a goddamn story that he told the employers, us that 
the employers had agreed to and I know goddamn well they didn't agree to it.  But he convinced the 
people.  I don't, I'm not here impugning our committee, but he told them with sincerity that this is 
what'd been agreed to.  Well, I remember what Carl said, well he said we can take them at their 
word, they won't meet with us, we don't have that, we can settle it and we've got the power, we can 
take them to their knees again if they don't live up to it.  So we went back to work I think on the 
Saturday morning.  And everything was peaches and cream, we went back to work there was no 
hard feelings, nobody said anything wrong, employer didn't raise any hell, there was to be no 
[unclear] and discrimination on either side... 

END TAPE FIVE, SIDE ONE 

TAPE FIVE, SIDE TWO 

JM:  And there was no effort made by the employers to hard time anybody.  It was just kind of like 
coming back off of vacation you know and nobody made any argument, I was amazed, I was 
working in Cocharan's Barn and me and Steve Blazer and Boom Boom and our other guy were the 
shop committee and we were talking among ourselves, oh of course we didn't have at the time, 
everybody in that barn went out, we didn't have any problem there in that respect, some of our other 
barns did, but we were talking, we said Jesus everything's peace and quiet, what the hell's going on. 
 Well then it started about two or three weeks after we'd went back to work, is when the employers 
started to hard time us.  Now where the beef started to come, they let us, see they were in my 
opinion the first couple of weeks, ten days at least, letting the union believe that the interpretation 
that Olson gave the union was the law, they didn't fool Carl and they didn't fool Ray, and conversely 
they didn't fool Farrell either because you know Farrell didn't have all that knowledge yet.  They 
hadn't fooled Carl, they hadn't fooled Ray and don't think they had the wool over Bill's eyes either 
see, and about three weeks after the strike was over, two weeks anyway, they started showing their 
colors by snapping and then they started picking on certain people in certain bars, they started to 
hard time guys for no reason, bypassing them, like it'd be my turn, I'm a senior man, I'd go out and 
they'd go and pick him, he's way at the bottom, everything to infuriate you, and they were doing it in 
our barn.  In six days I guess I made, or ten days I made about six bucks.  He'd say here take these 
bills down to Bob Transfer, well I'd jump in my rig and I'd go down with a handful of freight bills 
to Bob Transfer, I'd come back, everybody's gone.  All day long he works them off the telephone, 
I'm sitting there like a big ass bird.  About three o'clock in the afternoon okay, go down and pick up 
country shipping here or there, and all day long he's working everybody else off the telephone.  
Well this can't happen every day because the orders don't come that way but that gives you an idea 
how they do it, they deadhead you out and work you off the telephone, work the other guy off the 
telephone all day, they say give me a call, go over here, give me a call.  Some places they were 
worse than that and we decided then that they were going to put the arm to us and we started 
preparing for the next strike.  And the organizer would have to be on the street and it would have to 
be a daily paper and we were, we were preparing then and Carl and Ray both said this is the one 
that's going to be, we're either going to win this one or we're all going to Siberia.  In other words, 
we're going to be farmed out because it was a struggle.  And the days as we approached the middle 
of July Tolbin got worse and what Carl told us earlier, just, not the whole union, but he told me, I'm 
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sure he must have told Harry and a few more, that we had a double problem, we were not going to 
have to fight the employers and he told me early on, we're going to have to fight Tolbin cause we're 
going to revolutionize his union.  We're going to make it a craft, we're going to take it away from a 
craft union and make it an industrial union and he ain't going to stand for that and if he had any 
ideas that it might be good, all these little baronial empires that he's got set up around the country, 
they're not going to stand for it, and he said and we ain't well enough known or got enough on the 
stick go combat it.  And Carl was right all the way goddamn through and I tell you we got as much 
fight out of Tolbin sometimes as we did the boss and that was just the reason.  Tolbin was not fit to 
fight the union and he showed it twice and when he destroyed our Council right in St. Paul and we 
went in to January into Indianapolis, and I'm the only guy left that remembers that meeting.  He 
gave us the right to organize the motor freight drivers only.  He destroyed a council that the 
counterpart of that council is in every state in the union today, the Minnesota State Council of 
Drivers, the Washington, Wisconsin, every one of them is patterned after what we established in 
here in the North Central District Drivers Council.  He told us that we were building a dual union, 
that we were dual unionists, and we were charging a few pennies to keep district organizers in the 
field and we were sending people out to help unions that were beleaguered, he didn't want that and 
he sent John Picago in, a general organizer, to disband the meeting, it was held in 120's hall, told us 
we could not continue.  Well we wrapped up a committee and we went into Indianapolis and Farrell 
run a masterful job and he said okay he says you can organize the motor freight and when Farrell 
were in the cab coming out of there he says what do you think of it.  I said I don't think the old 
bastard know what he gave us, cause once he give us the right to organize the freight you can tie 
that in with anything and out of that we built the area committee and out of that came the 
conference.  But it didn't hesitate a minute when Roosevelt told them to bunch the guys in '41, he 
didn't do that because he wanted to and when Farrell went in to see him in '39 and told him he was 
quitting, Tolbin pretty near fell out of his chair.  And even then he told Farrell well when you get all 
this out of your blood, come on back, your job is waiting for you and bygones will be bygones, I 
have no hard feeling and all of that.  But when Roosevelt told him move, he moved.  And of course 
he'd already done his work, he started, he started against the drivers union and he started right out in 
the Midwest right where we were at, we had our back to the wall there in '38, out in the Midwest, 
that's where they started the first convictions and they went right steadily on.  Of course that's kind 
of hitting and missing.  But that's as far as I can remember all that intermediate trouble that we had 
in between the May strike.  I say that it was over, we were betrayed by Olson, but I know also that 
the employers, they were party of it, there's no question about that.  But Olson could have told the 
truth if he was what he said he was.  Or what Hy Berman wants to say he is all the time, what a 
great firebrand he was and everything.  He might have been a firebrand but I never saw it, cause I 
sat in a room with him when he tried to settle the strike over our heads, when he had all the placards 
from the Minneapolis labor movement and we wouldn't talk to him.  We told him, Kelly Posalai 
and Rary Wrenbolt, we said we are not going to talk to you about the contract, we signed the 
Halls-Dunnigan, we agreed to sign the Halls Dunnigan agreement, you go get the employers to sign 
it, give us back the headquarters, get our leaders out of jail and get your tin soldiers off the streets, 
we'll win this strike.  That's what Ray and Kelly and I told the governor and when we went to see 
Aller D. Walch, Aller D. Walch is the Adjutant General, Olson is the Commander in Chief of the 
National Guard.  Who was the giving the orders to issue them military permits, it wasn't Aller D. 
Walch, Olson could have dried him up tomorrow.  Olson told, I mean, Walch told us you guys run 
out of here, I'll run you into the stockade, that's just about the language he used.  And off we went.  
And 4,000 permits were issued and that means 4,000 trucks.  That don't mean the helpers and that 
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don't mean the warehouse or the dock employees.  And we estimated there was at least 5,000 
people working and a great share of them were ex-574 people and we went back and we built that 
union out of them, that thing, and we had a job and we did it and I don't feel bad about it but I sure 
feel bad about the way we had to go and do it.  The struggle we went through and then we all wind 
up in the clinker but it's gonna be you know, the part you play.  I'm not ashamed or sorry that I done 
it but that's the risk, but once the people start to move, it was shown there in Minneapolis to me, 
just think, we went there in less than 90 days.  Well Harry's the last that can remember that, well 
[unclear] remembers quite a bit of that, but he wasn't in the top, he's five years younger than me and 
he wasn't in the union every day, but Jesus how that grew, you'd get down to that Strike 
Headquarters, you have no idea how many people, you can't believe it.  You walk in the hall, you 
walk in your barn in the morning and there'd be 20 guys with them big union buttons on ya you 
know more and more, where a week before none of them would dare wear it, all of a sudden they're 
all blossomed out like flowers in spring, that's a wonderful feeling you know.  And we beat them, 
and we're going to beat them again too.  Maybe not me, but the workforce of today, I'm out of it 
now as far as you know, but somebody's going to beat them because you can't keep these people 
down on you know hamburgers all the rest of their life, they're going to eat something else once in a 
while, they're not satisfied.  When two people can't make a living wage, they're going to hike.  37 
million people with no medical, homeless people no place to live, no medical, no nothing, hmm. 

?:  Yeah, no, it's true. 

SS:  I'm just wondering if we could return to the third strike for a moment. 

JM:  Anything, any time. 

SS:  Yeah, and just talk about that for a while. 

JM:  All right, what we gonna talk about there? 

SS:  What happened, if there, I mean you have mentioned some things that don't seem to be covered 
in Farrell Dobbs' books and I'm just wondering, I have some questions there... 

JM:  Well I'd rather respond to your questions then. 

SS:  Yeah, well one of them involves a second person that was killed on Bloody Friday. 

JM:  Oh, Jack Balore, Henry Ness is first. 

SS:  Henry Ness is first. 

JM:  Jack Balore. 

SS:  Jack Balore. 

JM:  Jack Balore was in the truck with Henry Ness and was massacred with Henry Ness.  Jack 
Balore, to the best of my knowledge, could have been a casual worker around the dock, one of the 
unemployed, that's my recollection. 
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SS:  Right. 

JM:  And he was a veteran of the First World War, and he passed away as a result of the wounds 
that were inflicted on him.  He was not married and he had no descendant family, he had parents, 
but I don't know if they were in the area or where.  Is there more I can help you with there? 

SS:  Well, I'm just, I just was wondering because the only account that mentions him is Farrell 
Dobbs.  No one else ever spoke of him and so I had just wondered, wondered about him and what 
information there might be. 

JM:  Well it's well that you did, now Jack Balore like many of the people that were injured, not 
many but a good share, were unemployed people and he was in the truck with Henry Ness and they 
got massacred there, when them guys turned to on that, and he hung on a few days more than Ness. 
 But as I remember Jack Balore, he was a man in his later years, he was in his 40's, late 40's.  He 
was a veteran of World War II and that's about all. 

SS: World War I. 

JM:  World War I, yeah, World War I, that's about all I can remember, huh? 

SS:  That's about all that's known.  Yeah, no, I'm just, that's about all that's known, yeah. 

JM:  Hm hum, and you know there's an old adage, the squeakin' wheel gets the grease, and here we 
had Ness and his family and them four children to take care of. 

SS:  Yeah, it was a terrible tragedy.  Terrible. 

JM:  See, Harry DeBoer and myself, now I can't think of the guys name, were some of the only guys 
to get shot in, forward. 

SS:  Shot in what? 

JM:  Face on. 

SS:  Face on. 

JM:  Most everybody else got shot in the back. 

SS:  Shot in the back. 

JM:  And the way that occurred, Harry was the picket captain, he was the number one man.  I and 
everyone else that had a squad of men were directed in there when we called in.  We used to call in, 
see, every so often we had to call in to Headquarters and Kelly or whoever was on, Schultz or 
whoever, would tell you to go to a certain place, or cruise the district from Lyndale west to the 
Drive, and north as far as 60th or whatever, clean that out, or keep on the highways, watch.  Well he 
said go to Slokum Bergan, we got idea there's going to be some trouble.  I get down there, Harry's 
on the scene and he'd been there some time.  He said I'm glad you got here he says, I gotta go for a 
minute and he says I'll be back.  So he went away and come back in about 10 minutes.  And in a 
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minute a couple of other guys come in and we were standing around there and then Bill Brown and 
Grant Dunn show up and earlier somebody from the CP had come up to him and tried to get Harry 
to take a bunch of men down and take after the National Guard, see the National Guard was down 
on 4th Avenue, was that 4th Avenue or was that 6th Avenue and 4th Street, 6th Avenue South and 
4th Street.  And Harry says no we ain't going down there, we got no business down there, the truck 
is here.  Well it was some kind of a trap, whoever it was, so we didn't, Harry didn't go of course.  
Well shortly after I got there, the fire wagon come and the guy come out and Harry explained to 
him we got a labor dispute here he says and the battalion chief says well, he told the other guys or 
another one of the guys that drives in roadsters you know, something besides a company car.  He 
says, no he says, our job is fighting fires not strikes and we're all going back to the station house and 
never during that '34 strike, and I've commented on it regularly, never did any of the combat 
firemen.  There's no evidence that they ever participated in anything less than honorable.  They 
never in 1934 done anything where they've used hoses or anything, they were straightforward, 
there's a lot of respect should go to the fire department at that period.  They never used the hoses on 
the strikers, they never joined the police out or a goddamn thing.  And too little credit has been 
given to them, the Fire Fighters Union stood with the strikers.  Well then Grant and Bill come down 
and they talked for a while and they left and I thought everything was under control and about a half 
hour later, here comes this goddamn truck full [unclear] from where ever it came from I don't know, 
Sal, it was all gravel screen on the windows, it was escorted by at least 25 cars with cops and they 
all jumped out of their cars as soon as they got there, they all were packing riot guns, most of them 
were them sub Thompson guns, a rifle like thing with a pan on the top of them, looked like a pie 
pan.  They backed the truck into the platform, it waited about oh five or ten minutes, and Harry says 
to me what do you think they're going to do Jack and I says I don't know Harry.  The next thing you 
know out they come with a, Ben Kosky was the other guy.  Out they come with a four wheel little 
truck, they had a couple of sacks of oatmeal or something like that, a couple of cartons of corn 
flakes and something else on there.  They threw that into the truck and they took the goddamn cart 
back in the warehouse.  And Harry and I were standing there with Ben and a couple of other guys 
and they started the truck away from the platform.  And they made a left hand turn on 3rd Street 
going north.  Now the same truck that we had the sign on - rid the city of rats - was parked on 6th 
Avenue headed south and, no headed west, and when that truck come away from the platform they 
started out, had made a right turn and they were head to, they were going to run in and head that 
truck into the curb, that was their intention.  Now there's no use to say they worked, this was a fight 
for keeps and we weren't out there, we were out there to defend ourselves and we weren't going to 
allow nobody to steal our bread and butter and I talked to Bob Bell I think it was that was driving it. 
 He says no I was going to run the son of a bitch right into the curb as quick as I could.  He hadn't 
made contact with the truck before the cops started shooting.  Oh Pat Hasty was another one that 
got badly lacerated, he was a member of the union.  He's the guy that you see around wearing that 
derby hat, that's pat Hasty, he had a couple of brothers driving truck and they shot them two guys 
up, Ness and Balore and Pat Hasty got it pretty bad, but Pat survived, they were in the back end of 
the truck.  So Harry and I and Ben Kosky, he says come on Jack we'll run down the alley and we 
thought we could run down to 7th Avenue, so we ran down that alley and when we turned the alley, 
there's a guy across the street on his, like his genuflecting and he had this goddamn riot gun and we 
come around the corner and he fired and Harry was first, and then Ben and then me.  And he let go 
and he shot the leg out of Harry DeBoer, and Ben's arm was almost severed, his hand off there, and 
I got the rest of it in my chest.  And I thought I was fucking well killed.  And I was bleeding and I 
had some cracked ribs, and oh my skin was broke, I wasn't really deeply wounded it was here 
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though.  Yeah, the skin was all broke and I was bleeding, but we were the only three that got hit 
face on I believe, everybody else pretty near was shot in the back, even in the Inquest they proved 
everybody that they questioned was shot in the back.  They were trying to run away from them 
murderers.  And then within a half hour I guess Olson had proclaimed national, I mean a national 
emergency and he put the national, the, what the hell am I trying to say, the National Guard  
[unclear], that's how quick it was done, and I say it was all part of a trap and he was in on it.  He 
had them all already mobilized down there, you can't get that National Guard out in 20 minutes, he 
admitted later that he had 4,000 of them amassed down there, and there wasn't a truck moving in 
this city, believe me Sal, nothing had moved, except the trucks that we said we captured, we'd have 
the squad out of the highway coming in and they'd capture a truck, we'd bring them in to join them 
up in the union or decide what to do with them, escort them out of town.  Some guys were innocent 
people, they were coming through, they had no reason to be involved, we'd just tell them to join the 
union and we'd get a month's dues and, I mean initiation fee and a quarter's dues out of them and 
never of them again, so we were on a [unclear] $10,000 bucks like that but, you know, after all a 
little contribution as a travel permit, that was nothing new in the trucking industry.  Every state you 
go to you got to get travel orders, so...we were doing the same thing.  But, that's for Jack Balore and 
that's how that happened.  So I don't know if that clears you up Sal, but... 

SS:  Yeah, no, it has, thank you.  I also think that this is probably a really good place to stop 
because they'll kick us out of here at 5 o'clock. 

JM:  They will. 

SS:  Oh yeah. 

JM:  Well, I wouldn't want to be evicted out of Jim's house, I'll tell you that. 

SS:  I guess not. 

END INTERVIEW 

TAPE SIX, SIDE ONE  
 
April 25, 1988 
 
JM:  It's ready. 

SS:  Okay... 

JM:  Is that voice activated? 

SS:  Yes, oh yeah, well, it's, it has a small microphone over here and I can see that it's picking it up 
over here cause I have something to set the record level so that it's you know it's the right, right 
level. 

JM:  Now why don't you prompt the questions and I'll... 

SS:  Yeah, no I have a question to start out with.  On Friday we got up to Bloody Friday, if you'll 
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remember. 

JM:  Yes. 

SS:  And we had talked a little bit about the, we had begun talking about the man actually that, John 
Beloit, if I'm saying his name... 

JM:  John Belor. 

SS:  Belor.  Okay, John Belor. 

JM:  B-e-l-o-r. 

SS:  Right.  And Don had told me something that he had possibly been taken to the jail as opposed 
to the hospital. 

JM:  Yes, now that's strange to me and I'm not gonna quarrel with Don's memory or recollection but 
that was early afternoon and it probably could have been, the police did get somebody out of that 
truck.  Henry Ness as I recall and I didn't see this, I remember myself, Ben Cowsky, Harry DeBoer. 
 I think Harry tells a different version of how he got to the hospital at the Strike Headquarters than 
what I remember.  When Harry fell down he could not stand up, there was no way of him getting 
up.  We picked up Harry and I think as I recall we put him in the trunk of a car and we had a 
difficult time with it, and I was bleeding quite heavily.  I don't know how Ben got to the Strike 
Headquarters because the instructions were, no one anticipated there was going to be a massacre, 
cause that's what it was Sal.  We figured we would have some ruptured heads maybe, you know, 
with head wounds, face wounds, we did not figure that we would be shot upon the way the police 
did with riot equipment.  So the Strike Headquarter Hospital which was set up to adequately handle 
two or three or four people or maybe a few more, but as I recall there were only five or six cops 
there because we didn't have all that much space and we had some wires strung with white sheets 
around there to isolate the hospital area from the, traffic, from the strike headquarters, so I can't 
recall exactly everyone that came in there, but I do remember Harry laying on there before it was 
decided that Harry had to go to the hospital, it was beyond any first aid work.  Now we had some 
nurses and we also, there were several wives of the strikers that had had some nurse training that 
were not active RNs.  Some had been in their early days practical nurses, some had been RNs but 
had dropped out when they become married, and but there were some that were still active RNs, 
there were two or three and they just took time off and they were down at the hall every moment 
that they could.  So there were two doctors, or three, there were Doc Enwright, and Doctor 
McCrimmon, I think Dr. Saliterman, now they weren't there standing by but they were on call and 
when the order come in that there was all these injuries one two or three of them got there as 
quickly as possible.  And the injuries that could be performed and the corrections that could be 
made were done there.  I distinctly remember going over to Doc McCrimmon's office later on when 
they bathed my chest and determined a laceration was what they termed superficial rather than real 
serious and they put some antiseptic on it and put a temporary gauze packing over it.  I went over to 
Doctor McCrimmon's office and I was among others.  Because he didn't have all the apparatus that 
he needed.  Insofar as it was possible to treat them on the scene the guys were treated there.  Those 
that were serious or hospital or stretcher cases and I'm saying this to describe the chaos and how 
Johnny Belor or Jack Belor could have got into the police hands, but the truck didn't stay there, so 
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that, they drove the truck away so it's hard for me to believe how Jack Belor got in the hands of the 
police.  I would not doubt Don's story, but maybe he could have, I just, I can't quarrel with the 
assumption but Belor did die a few days after Ness and I would have to have more proof and we'd 
have to talk to Don about it when he comes back about where he picked up this story, see. 

SS:  Right, sure, well we can do that. 

JM:  Yeah, I know we took Harry, we didn't take him, but they sent for an ambulance. 

SS:  But you did carry Harry. 

JM:  Oh yes, we picked Harry up, one leg was hanging and there was about, it was told to me three 
to four inches of bone that had to be put in Harry's leg, in his somewhere between the knee and the 
thigh, between the knee and the hip, closer to the knee and I don't want to appear frivolous but it 
was fortunate in a way that it was above the knee for Harry because at that time fifty-five years ago 
almost a few inches lower it would have taken away the complete kneecap and the whole assembly. 
 So if there's any good that could be said out of it it was that it didn't get into the knee.  And Harry 
was in I think it was St. Barnabas Hospital long, long time after the strike was over.  And many of 
us were told don't go and visit Harry because from the day that Harry went into that hospital there 
was a uniform policeman 24 hours a day setting outside his door.  Again, Sal, I can't say that I saw 
that, but all the people that reported to me that visited Harry and what Harry will tell you himself, 
and Harry had 16 or 20 pounds of weight on both legs, one that wasn't injured they had something 
to compensate so that you know the leg would be more or less accurately balanced, unable to move, 
couldn't have got out of there if he wanted to and he endured all of that and yet there was a uniform 
harness bull.  The theory was that these cops had pictures of people that they thought were more 
active than others and if they come up while they were visiting he would blow the whistle and 
they'd be waiting for you or apprehend you while you were up in the visiting area.  It only takes a 
few minutes to, so we were advised many of us under no circumstances go visit Harry.  Harry may 
have thought it was strange that we didn't go but many of us who were more active or who might 
have been more prone to suspicion... 

SS:  Had to stay away. 

JM:  We were told stay the hell away.  And of course Ness died a couple of days after the shooting, 
a day or so, maybe it might have been hours, that period of time and everything was moving so fast 
and so much was going on, and Belor died a short while after.  Now the theory is that he bled to 
death or the loss of blood caused his death, caused his demise.  Maybe the police did get him, that is 
a new one that I haven't heard. 

SS:  Yeah, well, that can be looked into. 

JM:  Yeah, that would have to be researched, or....I imagine if the bulls had picked him up there's 
got to be a blotter down there. 

SS:  Right, unless they... 

JM:  Unless they just sub rosa... 
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SS:  Yeah. 

JM:  And just forgot him. 

SS:  So it may, you know the coroner’s report tell us anything either. 

JM:  May not show it, yeah the coroners should, I think the coroner's report will show loss of blood 
was... 

SS:  Uh huh, the cause of death... 

JM:  May not have been, but a contributing factor, but shock and so on... 

SS:  Sure are all factors. 

JM:  So all contributing factors, shock, I remember Jack Belor was a man around 50 years old, 
cause I don't recall, no, he was not an active member of the Teamsters Union, he was an 
unemployed person, one of the people to who the Drivers Union owes so much, Sal, the 
unemployed.  They've never been given the proper credit, although those of us who know about it 
have always credited them with their support.  But just by word of mouth here and there a few 
people, the credit of the unknown support that were given by the unemployed people, what measure 
of success and win, see they were not tempted to go back to work by the employer under the guise 
of a military permit, because heretofore they had no employment, they could have went back to to 
work as a scab, but the employer was not set out to do that, Sal, he was set out to recruit back his 
workforce via the military permit and destroy the hope of the union ever again gaining a foothold.  
He didn't want to recruit a new workforce and still leave the old workforce to haunt him, to be a 
factor that he had to consider in the settlement. 

SS:  Yeah.  The, you know the role of the newspapers and the bosses and the Citizens Alliance and 
all of those organizations to defeat the union is something that we know a lot about.  On the other 
hand the subject of what went on within the radical movement itself, whether there were you know, 
what the relationship between the CP and the Trotskyists, the CP and Teamsters, and I, cause I don't 
want to lump everybody that was in the, in the union as being Trotskyists or label them all as being, 
as representing one you know one political tendency.  You should correct, collect, correct me if I'm 
wrong on that one, but I'm interested in whatever stories you might have to tell about the 
relationship between those groups as well as other groups that either had a helpful role or a role of 
trying to hinder what went on in the strike. 

JM:  Well first, let me say this, that from my knowledge of the transfer section, we've got to spend a 
minute here and try to isolate the, what the theme was at the time.  The coal haulers were a kind of a 
special, specialty group of people, their main concern was coal.  We never had any ice drivers per 
se, we may have had some guys that may have worked at ice hauling a little bit in the winter time 
when they were harvesting ice out of the lakes, but they were never had any house to house ice 
delivery men, they were mostly in Local 221.  So the coal drivers were unique, they were 
specialists, they hauled coal.  The other local driving industry was kind of grouped.  The milk 
wagon drivers were fairly well organized, not 100% but damn near.  And they took care of that.  
There was a small segment of laundry drivers and the city and sanitary drivers, Local 664 reportedly 
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had a, well had a charter, it wasn't reportedly.  They reportedly had a much larger membership on 
paper than they actually had physically, they didn't have all the people that they said they did.  
Because all the members of the city that worked for the city driving equipment, I'm damn well 
convinced were not members of the union, I knew only a few, and I was pretty well acquainted.  So 
the balance of the union was called the transfer section.  Now basically in that group, the group that 
bargained was 166 employers as you read in the papers.  Now there were other little outfits that 
were not tied together by the Citizens Alliance, they were independent of the Citizens Alliance and 
there could have been some mom and pop, father and son companies, they weren't a factor in the 
industry, they were little hinky-dink outfits that weren't a factor in the industry and if they worked 
full bore or didn't work, there'd be no measurable difference.  So the group that we were dealing 
with in 1934 was basically the cartage drivers and the transfer drivers and the market drivers and 
the package delivery drivers, the paper drivers, the glass drivers, and the things like that.  Now 
among them there were very very few people that ever belonged to the union prior to March 15th, 
1934.  Now maybe sometimes some of the companies who would be involved in contracts where 
they'd rub noses with some of the building projects and Walter Frank who was a very aggressive for 
the Building Trades Council, he was a lather by trade may have forced them into the union for a 
month or two but I know of very few if any that were long term members of the union.  They could 
have been in where they worked for a while and then out.  The reason for that was the employer 
made it generally known Sal, you have anything to do with the union you have nothing to do with 
us.  And just a little bit no good speak, you were on your way, I paid the price for that over the 
years, young as I was.  So there was not at the beginning of the organization drive much discussion 
by any of the groups that could be called political or radical.  The small concentration of people that 
could be considered political or radical left-wingers seemed to be concentrated in the coal yards and 
they were there because they were unique, their employment, many of them, owned their own 
trucks, there were not many of the employees in the coal yards that worked steadily by the week or 
by the month like some few did that were not seasonal, temporary you may say, people.  Well 
therefore a radical could be radical and be human and tolerated for two or three months when an 
employer needs him, which was the case with the coal haulers so there was a little bit better 
opportunity for radicals during that period of time in my opinion as looking back, I wasn't able to 
determine it at the time really, I hadn't given it all that much thought, but I do know in the bigger 
transfer companies radicalism especially political radicalism I don't remember it being hoisted at 
all, I can't remember.  The closest that I can think of anything being left of center was two or three 
people that I knew that were in the IWW, and I've given you their names before, Harry Wilson and 
Frank Hall.  Now by God there was another one, Bob Burns, it just come to me now and he was not 
a truck driver, his role was a helper and a warehouse man but Harry and Frank Hall were both 
drivers and damn good ones.  But Bob was a, not a driver, he done everything else but drive and 
I've never him to drive team either, he was a helper on furniture jobs, he was a warehousemen, they 
were the only people that I think had any understanding.  You see the relationship that Carl and 
Mickie and Ray and Harry had, Kelly Postal, they were in a group of people that hardly ever come 
in contact with the rest of the driving movement.  So when the organization drive began, truthfully I 
don't think 90% of the drivers in Minneapolis would be able to tell you the difference between 
Trotskyism, communism or rheumatism.  They were just working stiffs that had a nasty job with 
bum conditions and were trying to exist.  And of course the only contending group of people that 
were political and were sizeable in the city was the Communist Party, and now here I speculate, I 
believe they felt that the small handful of people, Ray Dunn and Carl Skoglund had been banished 
from the political world four or five years earlier, hadn't been able to produce much activation, 
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hadn't been able to as they call it recruit a lot of support, that they wouldn't be able to launch 
anything at all.  And secondly because there were such a I don't want to use the word unsavory or 
unhealthy, the word would be uncertain, but such an uncertainty concerning the coal yard workers 
where the majority, overwhelming majority of the truck drivers were truck owners as against hired 
truck drivers, and were independent businessmen as they would describe, was not worthy of getting 
there to organize. 

SS:  So people were un...you know didn't trust them because they owned their own trucks. 

JM:  That's very true, they thought that people that owned their own trucks were equal to a saloon 
keeper that had his own saloon or a shopkeeper... 

SS:  Had a small grocery store or something like that. 

JM:  Yeah, in the political world I learned later they called them the petty cockroach, little guy had 
a pushcart, he wanted to be a businessman, he wasn't the lumpen proletariat, he wasn't the 
proletariat, he was in some kind of a world of his own and he wasn't people on which you could 
build a mass movement.  Later on in years as I read and heard and talked to people, that was the 
theory.  You had to go where the masses were concentrated and of course at that time, as we look 
back Sal and you probably are more familiar with the more technical part, the Communist Party 
was engaged in what they called building the red unions.  They were concentrating on getting away 
from the American Federation of Labor because it wasn't doing any good for the workers and 
wouldn't do them much good in the future.  On that score they were right, and therefore what we 
ought to do is build our own unions, we ought to build independent of the AF of L.  Now the only 
field that I remember at the time that they didn't feel that they wanted to disturb was the railroad 
unions because Gene Debs over the years had established pretty much a pattern for the railroad 
unions and for all that time and up to now is when the first big test of railroad unions is being put, 
without, casting aside what they tried to do in '22 and other off and on railroad strikes.  It appears to 
be now is the first time that the big railroads are really going to make a run on the railroad unions, 
they're going to destroy the Brotherhood of the Railroad Unions.  And all my reading, Sal, and this 
is the opposite from what we're talking here immediately, every piece of literature that I can read, 
the big carriers are saying we're not going to participate in pattern bargaining, we're going in alone, 
they're shortlining, they're selling off their roads, they're merging, they're refusing to carry on the 
labor agreements.  So the Communist Party I guess I shouldn't speculate, but from my point of view 
which I certainly didn't have then as well as I have now, they were not concerned about a nickels 
worth of coal haulers and you see another thing... 

SS:  Let me just change this... 

END TAPE SIX, SIDE ONE 

TAPE SIX, SIDE TWO 

JM:  But perhaps six or seven hundred coal haulers in the Minneapolis coal yards with the 
exception of Pittsburgh and Northwestern were their two big ones were probably distributed 
between 60 and 70 coal yards and you had from one to ten or fifteen men and they were individuals 
with their own trucks and they didn't have a common employer, a scrooge that was really beating 
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them over the head and stealing their pay.  They were stealing it but in a different manner.  So the 
Communist Party was not, I didn't see any evidence of the Communist Party in the coal strike and I 
think they were as amazed as the Minneapolis employers that a strike was won, and I don't say that 
badly about them, I'm not malicious after all they are set up to confront the employer but I think 
they didn't believe that it could happen and there was a hell of a lot of other people in the trade 
union movement that had no communistic leaning, were absolutely opposed to what the 
communists stood for that were amazed.  But by the time a month or six weeks rolled around, some 
leaflets began to appear, they were innocuous at first, that the drivers ought to do things, ought to 
band together and they ought to do many things.  They were innocent, more or less innocent.  I 
know of one guy in the union, I'm not going to mention his name because I don't want that in it, I'll 
tell you off the record, but he was as finest guy as you ever met and I believe he was one of the most 
loyal people to the cause that I ever knew.  The cause was the Communist Party but he was honest 
and he was a splendid fellow but he was loyal to the core, that's the only person that I can remember 
that acknowledged he was a member of the Communist Party and that would rise on the floor of the 
meeting and he didn't do it too often and state that he was a member of the Communist Party and he 
didn't think what we were doing was right or wrong.  And he was welcome to get up and state it, he 
never got catcalled, he never got put down, he was treated with respect and if he were alive today 
he'd be the first to tell you and he never got persecuted.  But the Communist Party started issuing 
leaflets, there was one young fellow, he was young, he was probably 22, 23 years old, he worked in 
the Market District and he, Carl had to save him from getting pretty pummeled one time because he 
was distributing a particularly vicious leaflet attacking the officers of the union, they were 
criticizing Ray Dunn, criticizing Carl Skoglund.  There wasn't enough information out on Farrell 
Dobbs because he'd only been around a few months, they didn't have any mark on him yet, they 
didn't know anything about him.  Bill Brown, there was no way that the greatest story writer or 
pamphleteer could make a story that would connect Bill Brown with the Communist Party, that was 
too weird, and they didn't try it, neither did they involve George Frozie who was the Vice President 
of the union.  The venom was directed to Carl Skoglund, at Ray Dunn and the Trotskyites in the 
union.  And actually the leaflets at first raised some question and they were honestly answered. 

SS:  Do you remember what kind of questions they raised? 

JM:  Yeah, the questions were, were you a member of the Communist Party, yes we were, Ray 
would tell them.  Now I don't remember being in the meeting when the sharpest questions was 
asked because it had been explained earlier that in the early days Carl and Ray had been members 
of the Communist Party of America.  It's also true that they had been members before that of the 
Socialist Party of America of which, of the Gene Debs, Eugene Debs Socialist Party of America 
and the name Eugene Debs of course had a lot of respect with a lot of people and they said when 
the Socialist Party, part of it formed the American Communist Party, the left wing during the war 
period, we joined that party and Ray admitted that he had ran for Senate, Senator of the United 
States on the Communist Party ticket and he said he had been expelled from the Communist Party 
cause he disagreed with their tactics, with their principles, he didn't say tactics.  They had 
differences of opinion and he said the same fate befell my friend and comrade Carl Skoglund and 
several other people that are not in the driving crafts in the city of Minneapolis and they were all 
members of trade unions and they were, I think there were two of those, a man and his wife, I don't 
know what they did but they were not in any trade that I knew about, they might have been 
something else.  Those were the questions, now they had been told this earlier so when the question 
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was raised Ray says yes we explained that but you see what done it in, I believe now, I can only tell 
you from my association with the men on the street, Sal, and how they reacted and why it didn't 
affect the men, and this period when the leaflets first coming out, one appeared then there was a 
drag, we had the meeting at the Schubert Theater and by now it's big news, the drivers are on the 
march.  The employers, now I worked for Joe Cochlin, at the time I was working for Cameron 
Transfer and Storage.  Joe was the chairman of the 166 advisory committee and he was not at all 
concerned, he in no way come out in the barn and was at all concerned about the organization of the 
drivers, he didn't attempt to discriminate, he didn't attempt to hard time you, there was no effort 
made by the dispatcher, see we had no seniority, we had a big room like most companies did, the 
name that was attached to it was the snake room, whatever the origin was I don't know but you'd get 
snakey hanging around there, that'd be a good expression.  When the dispatcher needed a man or 
men, if he didn't have a window, a couple of them had a P.A. system, he'd come out through a door, 
it was a covered shape up like the New York Waterfront, he'd pick out who he wanted and away 
you'd go.  And sometimes it was conducted more or less in a matter of fairness, not always see.  But 
there was no effort made and I talked to other guys at different trucking companies cause I was very 
active in the organizing effort, and I'd talk to the guys, you feel [unclear] how Pratz Express was 
operated by Louis Ginsberg, he was a Jewish employer and he had a bunch of people in between 
him and the drivers so he didn't come in direct contact with the driver.  Joe Cochran did, he'd come 
out and, there was a big driveway here, warehouse and office was here and there was a big double 
driveway about 20-25 feet and the snake room area was here and on sunny days like today we'd be 
sitting outside on a bench or whatever and he'd talk to you, he'd park the car and he'd talk to you all 
during this period.  It was a mild, very mild warm spring, never a word was said about that, only 
once Joe called me, we were bringing a load of furniture in for storage and everything has to be 
listed and noted and Joe says I understand you guys got some outside organizers in here.  I said 
outside from where, he says do you know them? I says yeah I know them, I told him who they were, 
that's the only reference he ever made to me prior to the May strike and I don't think there was any 
of the other.  I believe the employers figured well these guys will get together, they'll have a couple 
of meetings and the goddamn thing will fall apart like it's done a couple of times before and we just 
ain't going to provoke it.  Now I believe, this is my opinion, I don't know and Farrell didn't 
document any in his books, because I can't remember when anybody got fired for union activity.  
Now I don't mean a guy come in slobbering drunk and the company fired him or wouldn't put him 
to work or he got out on a job and goosed up.  That happens all the time, Sal, I don't remember 
anybody, and there was no concerted move to get rid of the men.  There was no period of one 
morning coming down and the hard times started.  It was just business as usual, that was the style, 
and of course the first of the month always bring a spate of business and we were working early in 
the morning until late at night a couple of jobs a day on moving and that lasted five, oh eight-ten 
days, you're, up to about the 10th of May it's pretty heavy business.  So a couple of these letters 
appeared and pamphlets and we started building for the strike, we knew, [unclear] not for the strike 
but we were organizing and when I say we, of course Farrell and at this time was involved closely 
with Ray and Carl but it was Carl and Ray yet, Bill Brown, George Frozie, Mickey Dunn, Grant 
Dunn, but we were meeting pretty near every night, we'd come from work and we'd go up to the 
hall, they'd brief you and tell you, we'd have a couple hours meeting, or a meeting and whatever, I 
don't remember ever getting home before eight-nine o'clock, 10 o'clock at night and during these 
times sometimes there'd be quite a few men at the hall and during these period of times guys would 
corral Ray or Carl and ask them about these questions, are you a communist, are you a member of 
the Communist Party.  Carl would say no, not a member.  Were you a ever, yes I'm a founding 
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member of the Communist Party, I've been kicked out, but he says don't misunderstand it, I'm a 
revolutionary socialist.  I want to change the outcome of, the outline of this country and I don't want 
to do it by reform, I want to change he says, if we're going to reform we'll never get it done.  And 
he'd go on and give him a short little synopsis.  He says we've been for years trying to reform, and 
about all you do is you get one politician and they used a guy by the name of Ernie Lundeen, who's 
a last member of the Farm Labor Party to be in Congress and he said well we got Ernie Lundeen, 
he's a voice of the Farm Labor Party and he said Ernie could stay there and holler ‘til he got hoarse 
and he could reform everything and nothing would be changed, he says we got to have some way 
that the workers make the politicians responsible to them, he says we got to have government, but 
we have to have a voice in its control so that the government works for us in the same sense as the 
day it's working for the employer, it just can't be one-sided.  Well that [unclear] for all intents and 
purposes, and Ray would tell them basically the same and it was a wholesome answer and it settled 
the minds of most of the men.  Well I don't know exactly the day that we decided to call this group, 
the Committee of the 100, it was a little bit before the May strike, about the time we decided to put 
out the Organizer.  Now, if memory serves me correctly, early in May Jim Cannon come to town.  
Jim Cannon was in New York and he was the titular head of the Communist League and I don't 
know how long he stayed or if he went back to New York, in those days you went by train.  Ohh 
you could fly but there wasn't too many airplanes and the cost was almost prohibitive and it took 
about a day and a half to make the trip, a day anyway, a full day and part of the night and I believe it 
was decided that the union should put out a paper.  Now we were members of the American 
Federation of Labor.  The Central Labor Union had its organ called the Minneapolis Labor Review. 
 Now I don't know how often that was published, once a week or every other week, and Bob 
Cramer was a nice old guy and he enjoyed the labor movement and he enjoyed talking about 
historical events in the labor movement.  He wanted to be part, he knew there was something going 
on, he didn't know what and he didn't have the guts of a Johnny Rabbit and of course as a, he was 
an older man, he was probably in his late '50s and he couldn't see himself getting a job on one of the 
city dailies after being in the Labor Review, no place else could he get a job, where he had his own 
desk in his office and was the editor in chief so he was controlled by the reactionary politics of the 
executive board of the Minneapolis Central Labor Union and if he didn't dot the i and cross the t he 
was outsky.  So we had been toying with the idea that we had to get a better press, a better 
explanation of what was going on, that was attune to the drivers movement and keep them, you 
can't have a union which by now was in the thousands and thousands of people getting a little two 
three inches buried underneath somehow to peel potatoes part in the Central Labor Union.  So it 
was decided to put out our own paper.  Oh Jesus Bob went into a tailspin, were gonna poach him, 
you're going to cut him out and all so on.  No we said it's just going to be a bulletin for 
organizational purposes, and we didn't put it out daily yet but we'd been holding these meetings and 
somewhere along the line it was decided that we would term that the Committee of 100 as a purely 
democratic buffer between the ranks and the executive committee.  Now it wouldn't be fair to leave 
it right there, Sal, because we had a problem as I told you earlier, we had George Frozig, the Vice 
President, Bill Brown, the President, were absolutely cooperative and agreeable.  Bill Grey if he 
was completely sober and understood and he did have a hearing problem, he could be relied on to 
be cooperative and Mo Hork sometimes would be correct, later on he become a solid citizen, but 
you can't figure that way when you're in a tough fight you figure the positives, not the doubtful.  So 
we had five men here that we had to figure were against us, and Cliff Hall the business agent made 
six.  So we elected the steering committee and put them on and then we had the, because the 
executive board met on certain occasion, in between times they had the temporary authority to 
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make certain decisions subject to the approval of the executive board and then we doubled up the 
executive board and the negotiating committee and there while the head count was just about even, 
we generally prevailed.  So when we combined the steering committee with the executive board 
there was a proviso that no matter what decision was ever made at the executive board level and the 
steering committee level jointly nothing was final until it went to the membership and the theory 
was that the membership was the union.  So the theory of having the Committee of 100 was a 
further insulation that there would be more democratic rule, not steamroller and guys on the 
Committee of 100, there were some that had an absolutely different opinion than me and a lot of my 
friends, there were some that were, well some were strict Catholics, there were some Protestants, 
and so forth, there were some that didn't agree that we should go maybe as far as we should go, that 
we should wait, there were some conservatives, but we did have a majority.  And most of the time 
what happened they recognized that the ranks were running the union and it wasn't too far along 
before the membership recognized that the democracy that was at the top level insured them a 
goddamn fair shot at what was being decided.  Now this explanation I feel was in order to explain 
why the leaflets of the Communist Party fell so flat.  Likewise some of the charges that the 
employers made fell so flat, because it was the aim of the union that at least once in the 24 hour 
period the strike Committee of 100 would be in session and that would include as many members 
of the executive board could make it and the steering negotiating committee could make it.  Now 
when you got a big strike, you're working around the clock picketing, all hands are not available at 
all hours to be there to answer the roll call, some guys are sleeping, some guys are out picketing.  
We normally had more than a majority of the 100 people.  Many times we had the full count, but 
not always.  A couple of times the Communist Party come out with some wild charges in their 
leaflets that the leaders were doing this, the leaders should be called to task.  Well the guys in the 
strike Committee of 100 would say well Joe Brown made that motion at the Strike Committee, that 
didn't come from Dobbs, Dunn, Skogie, or any Mickey Dunn or anything, that come from Pete 
Bovee, or it come from Frank Bruneau or some of the guys, so what they hell they talking about, I 
was there, I heard the debate, I voted in favor, there was no motion from no order, this was a motion 
made off the rank and file floor.  So this insured a real protection against these heretic leaflets and 
heretic stories that were being put out in the newspapers too about how the communists were 
coming in and giving orders shoot to kill and all that sort of stuff, well there was some wild stories 
put out.  And also when Tobin, now I don't know Sal if I clearly remember if Tolbin ever issued a 
direct story to any of the newspapers, he was a cagey old bastard, and I think he was a little too 
cagey for it, although now he may have been, putting out a story, but he would put it to a person 
who would leak the story which is a little bit different than doing it direct and he'd been around a 
long time and he knew how you dropped things and say well I didn't say that but I wrote a dear 
friend of mine if he leaked the story I'm sorry.  He knew all of that, he knew how to infight.  But he 
did make some nasty editorials.  He did write stories in the International Teamster and I'm sure he 
made copies available to the press and to the Citizens Alliance or to the leaders of the employers 
and of course they at will could quote the story and then ad lib on anything they wanted, they could 
write anything, and that did happen.  But on all these stories, now to sum it up on the question of 
leaflets, the leaflets in my opinion were unsavory, they were in bad taste and no working class 
organization should attack another organization when they're on strike in that manner.  We were 
criticized on the settlement, we shouldn't have settled the strike because it didn't call for the 
impeachment of Olson. 

SS:  That was, that point was made in what, Bill Dunn's pamphlet. 
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JM:  What? 

SS:  That point was made in William Dunn's pamphlet on Permanent Counterrevolution. 

JM:  Perhaps.  But I know it was prevalent around the streets, we were severely criticized and when 
the time comes if you want to make a note we'll talk about the settlement, the night that we 
accepted the Donahue settlement, which will be a little more loquacious maybe or more 
explanatory.  The Communist Party accused us in a leaflet as I recall now or a statement to the press 
that we had betrayed the workers, that the settlement by itself was incomplete.  We should have 
demanded the removal of Olson or the impeachment of Olson because we had been screaming that 
Olson was betraying the strike, and we should have as a condition of settlement... 

END TAPE SIX, SIDE TWO 

TAPE SEVEN, SIDE ONE 

SS:  Go ahead. 

JM:  On its face that would be an unusual way to settle a strike, at the time I would have been happy 
if we would have had the power to exact a little revenge on Floyd Olson cause I was thoroughly 
goddamn disgusted with Olson, it would have been nice if we could have said as another condition 
but here we were a democratic union and we were insisted on one man one vote on all matters and 
were dealing with a governor who was elected by the electorate and they are the ones that should 
have decided whether the governor's to be removed, not a group of five or seven thousand truck 
drivers.  That's the way I looked at it and I'm sure a lot of other people looked at it that way.  Sure 
he had offended us and I don't care what anybody wants to say and I don't care how they want to 
manufacture a statement, well he was doing it for the good of the union, I don't see it that way.  But 
the people that voted Floyd Olson into Governor of the state are likewise the people that should 
have removed him and not just a handful of the citizens that were located in one and that's the way 
it was explained too, we said we have serious differences with Governor Olson and we lay the 
blood for Henry Ness, John Belor, and many others at his doorstep because had he told us the truth 
in the May strike, there may not have been a second strike cause we may not have settled the way 
we did.  So there's doubt but to say that we won't settle the strike now until you remove Olson, that 
was not part of our demands.  If we would have made the demands at the outset of the strike and in 
addition Floyd Olson goes down the tube, the Communist Party would have been valid in their 
criticism that we sold the members out by not getting rid of Olson.  So I think that their criticism of 
the drivers union, I'm talking now I mean they the Communist Party were very far afield, to be the 
kindest I can to them, when they said that we should have demanded Olson's removal, that we 
didn't get what we could have got, and they were not aware the problems that we were facing, Sal, 
and we had some serious problems and we did retrieve out of that a settlement while certainly not 
the best that we wanted, it was one as Carl explained and Ray explained and Farrell, it's one that if 
we go back with the determination we had when we started we can live with and we can build on 
and by god the record proved it.  So the, I think the ridiculous conduct of the Communist Party 
during that period and it didn't end there, it didn't end there it ended, it carried on anytime there was 
an opportunity the Communist Party come out and took a slap at the leadership of 544.  And when 
other events happened as they went on they would, we would find those insidious attacks by the 
Communist Party.  And they weren't in the form of a leaflet to the membership, I guess they kind of 
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given up on that.  And they went to the press and the media which, what did it do, it inflamed the 
hell out of a lot of people who didn't need much to go home and sharpen up the hatchet and get the 
hayfork out of the closet to start after us.  But no matter what happened and there was no reason 
trade union-wise because when any member union that was in trouble with their employer and they 
were officered by members who were also members of the Communist Party or who had followed 
the CP line in there, they come to the drivers union and wanted the support, we didn't say to them 
your leaders belong to the CP, they attack us, our answer was how can we help and what can we do, 
but don't leave us swinging.  And that's the way it went and the record will also show that no matter 
any union around, and that's why we had our support, and there was a whole issue on that, the time 
we were out of the AF of L, how we handled ourselves, where we had the support going back to get 
back in.  Had we been little nitshit group of people that were just minding our P's and Q's, we 
wouldn't have made it back.  It was our straightforward honest approach to every worker as a fellow 
worker and every worker deserves the support of his fellow worker and that's what we're going to 
do.  We'll talk about politics and differences after we settle the fight with his or our employer.  And 
that's the way it should go, we don't go out and start knifing him or spiting him while he's on strike, 
we don't try to raid his membership, steal his shops, or his barns or anything like that.  So I believe 
that the role that the Communist Party played so far as I can recall up until 1940 when I departed 
the scene here, was certainly less than savory.  They had a bad bad, in my opinion not a wholesome 
trade union role.  Everything was done on how does it react politically and how can we best 
discredit these people.  During the strike the amount of leaflets that were circulated, the amount of 
people that they influenced as members in the union, I know of two.  One guy I can't remember his 
name, another one I can but I'm not going to mention it.  And he was certainly an honest person, a 
good worker but he was loyal to the CP no matter what, and it takes a lot of courage to do what he 
did.  But they never developed as they called it that I know about, a fraction in the union. 

SS:  Well how did the Dunns and Carl Skoglund handle what their political orientation was at that 
time, how did they, what did they refer to themselves as? 

JM:  You mean in the union? 

SS:  Yeah. 

JM:  They were very frank.  They made no bones about it that they were members, now there has to 
be, see what I'm doing here, I may not stop by this way again for some time and I want to try to fill 
in some of the voids even the questions you ask.  When I first knew Carl and later Ray and Mickey, 
I knew definitely that Carl was a member of the Communist League of America.  I also knew that 
Ray was, they volunteered that to me, and they never, there was no deception.  There was absolutely 
no deception at any time by Carl or Ray or Mickey.  If you asked Mickey he would tell you.  Ray 
and Carl were very straightforward, they would volunteer.  Mickey was straightforward, so was 
Grant, Farrell, but when I first knew Carl he told me now he said Brother Jack you know he said I 
come from Sweden in 1911 and he told me the history of his life and he says I have been a socialist 
since I can remember in Sweden and nothing changed here, I have learned more.  And he said I 
have been a member of the IWW, and I have been a member of the Swedish Socialist and I have 
been a member he says of the Socialist Party of America and I am a founding member of the 
Communist Party of America and I have been expelled from the Communist Party of America and 
now he says I am a member of the Communist League and I'm fighting for reinstatement into the 
Communist Party.  He told me that more or less more in detail than I'm telling you.  He says I don't 
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want to have anyone come and tell you that I'm some kind of a boogey man and any time you want 
to ask me a question about any part of my life or about any place I have been involved in the trade 
union or the political movement, you come and see me. 

SS:  My question actually is like how he would handle the fact that if you know people were saying 
he was a member of the Communist Party and he would say no I'm not but he's a member of the 
Communist League and so that, wouldn't that appear kind of confusing to people that you know 
didn't know anything about what had happened prior to you know Carl joining or Carl becoming 
you know part of the left opposition and then having it, you know, with this particular name of the 
Communist League, and so are you a communist no, but I'm a member of the Communist League.  I 
told you what he told me on a one on one basis.  Now I have been present two or three or maybe 
more times when people would come and ask him are you a communist.  Well, he would say in my 
heart yes perhaps I am but he said in every day political world I am a member of the Communist 
League, I have been expelled from the Communist Party and he said I have been for many years 
trying he says to be returned to the Communist Party because he says I believe that the communist 
form of government in the final analysis, he says maybe I will never see it, and he said I believe if 
tomorrow we would have a socialist form of government or communist form of government it 
would be many years before that we would work the bugs out, but he says to get rid of the capitalist 
system as we know it which oppresses the workers, he says I am a believer that we have to have a 
change.  I'm a member of the Communist League because I believe that is a political party that I 
helped found in this country and that I think he says that we have to have a mass organization to do 
it.  And he said if you care to sit down and spend the time I will go more into detail with you, if you 
want to read some books and pamphlets that will explain more of my thinking I'll be willing to lend 
them to you if it's just pamphlets I will give them to you and that was the way he would handle it, 
he said I intend to remain a member of the Communist League until I get reinstated in the 
Communist Party or until we decide that it is fruitless and we decide to go another way.  The reason 
I'm asking these questions is that you know looking back this many years it's kind of hard to 
understand how, you know one left group would try to red bait another red group... 

JM:  Yeah, well he was not red-baiting and he took particular pains to point that out. 

SS:  No, not Carl but the leaflets that began to come out early on were ones that were trying to 
expose people in the union as being members of the Communist Party. 

JM:  Yeah, well I don't think that I saw in those leaflets that they red-baited the Communist League 
per se, they were directed at personalities, I don't remember, now they may show that, see, but the 
purpose I believe in those leaflets who the hell is the Communist League, that's a difficult thing, but 
who the hell is Ray Dunn, everybody knew, who the hell is Carl Skoglund, everybody knew, so as I 
recall Sal to the best of my ability they were directed personally at Ray Dunn and at Carl Skoglund, 
they may have said members of the Communist League but that was about the only reference, you 
know. 

SS:  Were they trying connect them to communism or, see I'm trying to understand what the leaflets 
were about. 

JM:  I don't think so, as I recall those leaflets were not trying to connect them to communism per se 
they were trying to explain that they were traitors to communism. 
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SS:  Traitors to communism, okay. 

JM:  That was the thrust, see. 

SS:  I get it, okay, yeah, and so they would explain how... 

JM:  It's pretty hard to call the kettle black when you're black yourself. 

SS:  Right, that's what I was trying to, yeah that's what I was trying to understand. 

JM:  See, the theory was that they were in so many words... 

SS:  Traitors. 

JM:  Traitors and they were not to be trusted.  That these are bad people. 

SS:  Yeah, they'd [unclear], they were gonna sell the union down the river... 

JM:  That's right because we got rid of them... 

SS:  [Unclear] once before... 

JM:  Bad apples in the barrel. 

SS:  Yeah, okay. 

JM:  Now that was the way I remember it. 

SS:  Okay, that's much clearer, because I can see now where they would then be in the role of 
having to explain well here's really what happened, I'm not a traitor I'm somebody that is really 
committed to socialism... 

JM:  That's what Carl would explain yeah, and he'd... 

SS:  That makes sense. 

JM:  One on one, he'd set down and have, now I never heard the same thing in the same way by Ray 
Dunn, see.  But I did, and I don't mean to put Ray down because I didn't hear it cause he had equally 
the same respect that Carl did, but I did remember Carl saying that to more than one person, if you 
want to set down and go into it, he said it's, he said it's a lot of talk about and he said I would like to 
take the opportunity to tell you the whole thing, obviously I can't do it right now but if you want to 
talk about it, that's fine with me. 

SS:  Sure. 

JM:  And Carl was a wholesome, down to earth accommodating fellow see so he had a lot of 
charisma you know with the accent and his style, he convinced people, he was an outward guy, and 
he never tried to bullshit nobody. 
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SS:  Yeah, okay, maybe let's take a... 

JM:  Now as I've stated before my experiences personally were more involved with Carl Skoglund 
and his explanations to people when they buttonholed him about was he ever a member of the 
Communist Party and if so why and why was he not a member now, he would explain to them why 
he had been expelled and that if they wanted to spend more time he'd be willing to spell it out for 
them, and I'm sure although I never heard Ray Dunn say exactly the same thing Ray's attitude I'm 
sure was the same because their answer had to be principally, it may be not the word for them but 
certainly the thoughts and everything had to be the same. 

SS:  So now the Communist League was that larger than just the individuals that we've talking 
about, the [unclear] 

JM:  Yes, the Communist League at that time as I knew it first was Carl Skoglund and Ray Dunn 
and the two railroad men C.R. Hedlund and his brother, Oscar Koover and Johnson - Chester 
Johnson - Louis Rosalen, Cy Barock and Fannie Barock, there was a couple of other people, but 
basically that was about the limit when I first knew them.  Now from time to time people would 
come to town, from time to time people would come to town and ask me you know that would be 
visiting perhaps but I was not formally in the Communist League so I didn't know their intimate 
things, but you had asked me earlier about this and how did they operate.  They were very very 
informal and they had I suppose closed branch meetings but they operated on what they called open 
forums, you asked me that question once earlier and I don't think we addressed it. 

SS:  Yes.  No, no we didn't. 

JM:  And as long as I can remember until the time that I left Minneapolis in '37 was more or less for 
good, although I'd left it earlier time and time again for periods of time.  They used to leaflet, by 
word of mouth they'd invite you down to open forums, they were very very open, very frank, very 
honest, they had good meetings, 50-60 people at all were not uncommon, bigger sometimes.  And 
they had closed branch meetings, there's no question about it, but they certainly had a lot of open 
forums and there were all kind of people coming attended them.  So that was the same way with the 
Communist League. 

SS:  All right. 

JM:  But you see the Communist League did not endure too long after the strike.  The fall of 1934 
after the strike was settled, negotiations began to merge with the Workers Party, the American 
Workers, the Workers Party headed by A.J. Mustie, so the Communist Party went out...Communist 
League went out of existence in about January of 1935 and they become then the American 
Workers Party. 

SS:  And how long did that Party last? 

JM:  I think about a year and then they joined the Socialist Party and they stayed there until about 
the fall of '37 when they left and formed the Socialist Workers Party in the late fall, very very, 
almost winter or January of '38 as I recall, in that period of time. 
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SS:  Now did you join any of these parties at any time? 

JM:  Nope, nope. 

SS:  Okay, well let's go back to you know the, we're talking about Bloody Friday and that's kind of 
the point where I then asked you to go back and talk about what political influences were involved 
in the truck strike and what the relationship was between the CP and the Communist League.  Just I 
guess to follow through with the kinds of things that developed after Bloody Friday, some of which 
you were relating to me in relationship to like what happened in the hospital with Harry DeBoer 
and setting up you know, police having a outpost there so none of the membership could come and 
visit him. 

JM:  Well after the chaos at the hall was cleared away that afternoon and early evening, there was a 
big meeting held for them that were able to attend and of course there was a mixed feeling of 
despair and anger and frustration among the people and there was a tremendous feeling around, let's 
go home and get guns and go down and shoot the police down.  That feeling prevailed, there was no 
question about it, now Casper Milktoast and his brother they were hiding, lighting out for home and 
they stayed under the bed probably for the balance of the strike but the next morning I come down 
to strike headquarters and I was kind of crippled up yet, my ribs had been cracked and it's 
uncomfortable to move around but we were going through the cars on the way out, because a lot of 
the cars you had to take the guns away from the men, the guys said them sons of bitches get in our 
way today they're going down.  Well the National Guard was on the street, now I can't witness this 
Sal but because we were involved in trying to patch up the wounded and get them out, get them to 
the hospital, get them treated that were wounded, but I believe it was immediately after the shooting 
that Governor Olson ordered the troops.  Now he had them already stationed, 4,000 of them they 
said at the Guard Headquarters which at that time was at 4th Street, 6th Avenue South, so they put 
the Guard on the street and declared martial law immediately and of course that kind of perplexed 
the people and they were riding around in these jeeps and they were some of them single jeeps and 
some in kind of convoys, a jeep and a 1-1/2 Chevy truck and they had rio guns, [unclear] it was a 
joke, do you remember what they had they had them 1-1/2 ton Chevy trucks and a jeep with a 
lieutenant in it and a driver and two or three buck privates in the other one and then the 1-1/2 ton 
truck coming along with all the fire power and they were around looking and we were still 
picketing, we, you know, you had to do it on, it was a hit and run thing and I don't think they'd got 
the stockade in effect yet, I don't think they'd established the stockade the next morning, do you 
recall, it was a day or two later, didn't they keep there at first on the headquarters the first day... 

DS:  I don't know, when they started, when they raided the headquarters, so it was after the 
shootings [unclear] 

JM:  Well you see there was a lull in there before they set up the stockade but they had the stockade 
going before they raided the headquarters... 

DS:  Yeah, yeah cause there was guys [unclear] 

JM:  Cause you remember we had the big meeting at the parade [unclear] and that's what give the 
impetus to raid the headquarters, they charged us with not having a permit to hold that meeting, 
that's what they raided the headquarters over.  So but they had the stockade and they had a lot of 
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people in it, it seems to me, who in the hell was in it already? 

DS:  Mo. 

JM:  Yeah, Mo was over there but Bill Brown and Mick Dunn were in because when they raided 
the headquarter Ray Dunn was grabbed and they were in there already, and Carl Skoglund and 
George Frozig were down in Chicago trying to bum money from the Teamster Joint Council and 
they didn't get nothing, they didn't get gas money to come home even and Ray was on the street and 
he got arrested, that was August 1.  Farrell, Grant, and myself, Kelly Postal and Ray Rainbow were 
on the street, George Greenon, Tutee, Henry Schultz and a few more, but the stockade was filling 
up already, had been and the military permits had been issued oh hell two or three days after the 
martial law began, they come out with the military permits, because it was on the first of August 
that Floyd Olson sent for the rank and file committee from the truck drivers to come and talk with 
him to settle the strike.  That was in the after, well in the morning about 10 o'clock, 11 o'clock, so 
the stockade had been in service.  The first day or so they didn't have it, well it was, they had them 
quartered down in the Provost Marshall's office in the National Guard headquarters and then they 
had too many, I guess they figured the presence of the National Guard was going to send everybody 
home to play tiddly winks.  We had a different idea and some guys got caught.  As they got 
captured they threw them in the clink.  Well they finally loaded it up because they didn't have 
nothing out there when Mo Hork, say how can a guy find that, this may be off the record... 

END TAPE SEVEN, SIDE ONE 

TAPE SEVEN, SIDE TWO 

JM:  Now I don't know if we're going to go ahead here and describe the, see from the shooting, the 
day of the shooting until the day of the raid I don't think there was anything real eventful until the 
night of the big meeting at the Parade ground. 

SS:  Well again a lot of this is a matter of record in relationship to what Farrell Dobbs' has written 
and so I guess what we're real interested in is your own experience, what happened to you and your 
recollections of this experience after having you know a number of years to be able to reflect on it. 

JM:  Well I was going to say that that period from the shooting until the day of the capturing the 
headquarters, I haven't related that I don't think in detail.  My experience if that's what you want. 

SS:  Yes. 

JM:  We'd got out of the compound there and we walked over the Central Labor Union which is a 
matter of half a mile or so and we went up there and shortly after we got there of course we called 
Pat Corcoran and Emery Nelson and they kept telling us well they can't do it.  Well we said they did 
it, they raided the headquarters.  Now Farrell Dobbs and Grant Dunn were not around yet, there was 
Kelly and myself and George Greeon.  Ray Rainbow wasn't there at the moment, he come down in 
a few minutes.  And Emery and Pat said well they can't do that, they can't raid the headquarters.  
Well, God we were still talking to them and up drives the National Guard and they start raiding the 
Central Labor Union and this set Pat screaming wild, what could he do about it, they were raiding 
him.  Well finally they I guess decided that there was nothing bad in the Central Labor Union and 
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they let us stay there.  In about an hour's time, by now it's 7 or 8 o'clock, Jack Labelle had a, used to 
be a fighter, he had a little after hours bootleg joint over the Unique Theater and I knew him, knew 
who he was and he was a friendly guy, we called up and asked him if we could use his club.  We 
were pressed with establishing places to carry on the strike.  So Tommy Smith and I, couple of 
others, went over and we opened up, Jack Labelle come down and he opened up his, he had clubs, 
Club Sahara or something was the name of it.  He opened it up for us and he got his bartender in 
and he says you stay here with these guys anything they want they got and he went on home.  We 
got a hold of Grant Dunn and Farrell, then we went back over to the Central Labor Union and Floyd 
Olson had dispatched a message to the Central Labor Union that he would like to meet with a rank 
and file committee to discuss a settlement of the strike.  Well we had a meeting and we talked it 
over.  Now earlier of course as everyone knows the union had accepted the Haws Dunnigan 
Agreement.  The employer said we can't deal with the reds and they walked away from it.  So the 
Committee was elected was Ray Rainbow, Kelly Postal, and myself.  And we were to meet in Bob 
Cramer's office, that was the Labor Review on the 6th or 8th floor of the Sexton Building, it was on 
8th Street, two or three hundred block.  So we drove down there, naw, yeah, no we walked down, it 
was only a few blocks from the Central Labor Union and on the way down we discussed what we 
were gonna do.  Well we said there's three things we're going to do, we're going to ask that Olson 
release the leaders of the union, that was Mickey and Bill Brown and I believe Al Goldwin, and Mo 
Hork and whoever else and anybody else of course but one of those three leaders out, we wanted 
our strike headquarters returned, we wanted our cars released because what they done Sal is a block 
square, just about a solid block was parking lot, we had our cars there and they had imprisoned 
them, they had the National Guard almost shoulder to shoulder from 8th Street and up 3rd Avenue 
to 9th Street, down 9th Street and down 2nd Avenue and we couldn't get none of our cars out so 
some of the guys were going out helping themselves on these parking lots, you could always get 
cars, that was no big deal, a bunch of truck drivers, they weren't bothered about starting a car, them 
days it was easy to hotwire, a lot of them didn't have keys, they had little switches so, of course it 
wasn't like having your own cars.  We said we want our cars back, we want our strike headquarters 
returned to us, our leaders out of jail and get your goddamn tin soldiers off the street.  That's what 
we were gonna demand.  Well we get up to the Central Labor, I mean up to the Labor Review 
office and the office compared quite favorably to this room except the desks were placed a little 
different and along this wall was about fifteen guys, some of them I recognized from the Central 
Labor Union, they were the various leaders of the Central Labor Union.  And I was kind of 
impatient and Olson was setting at a desk just about like that and I said who are these guys and 
Kelly says shut up a minute.  I said I want to know who they are, Olson says well these people are 
from the Central Labor Union.  And he said I sent for you fellas because I thought maybe you could 
we could work out some way to settle the strike, we could work out the settlement and we told him 
we're not going to talk about settlement with these people, they're not members of our union, they 
got nothing to do here.  We ain't gonna talk in front of them, we ain't gonna say a goddamn word.  If 
you think you can settle the strike with them, like you got them here for some reason, settle it with 
them.   We're going back and keep on picketing.  He says now wait a minute, wait a minute.  I made 
some remark to him too and so did Ray and so did Kelly, we forget what, but that was the gist of 
our conversation.  Just step outside he says and don't go away, pretty soon about five minutes out 
come these labor skates, they're looking at us like we'd caned their cat you know and somebody else 
there says the Governor'd like to see you.  Then he wanted to know what we could do about settling 
the strike.  We said we didn't come here to talk about settling the strike.  Our union's on record for 
the Haws Dunnigan Agreement, you told the world and everybody else it was the greatest thing 

Twen
tie

th 
Cen

tur
y R

ad
ica

lis
m in

 M
inn

es
ota

 

Oral
 H

ist
ory

 P
roj

ec
t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



since button shoes.  We ain't here for that, we want our leaders out of jail, we want our headquarters 
back, our cars released and get your troops off the street.  Well we argued and ballyhooed for 
around a while and then he said do you know where Grant and Farrell are.  We said yes we know 
and he said will you tell me and I said do you have him arrested?  [Unclear] crazy and so we 
parleyvooed there for a while and he says look I'll give you my word that I'll not have them arrested. 
 Well I said you give us your word in the main strike too about the inside workers, I reminded him 
of it.  I said and your word ain't shit to me, Floyd, and well finally he convinced us that if we'd get 
Grant and Farrell there why he saw he wasn't going to get no place with this, he said well if you get 
Grant and Farrell here he says, so I went out and I called them and I got a hold of Tommy Smith 
and he knew where to get a hold of Grant, he was up at the Jackie Labelle's place and in about a 
half hour Grant and Farrell come in and out of that we convinced Floyd that we had a permit for the 
hold a mass meeting.  Well he said if you can produce the permit he says I'll do like you say, I'll 
return your headquarters, I'll take your leaders out of jail, and you'll get your cars back.  And that's 
what happened at that meeting.  And these people were setting there, now Olson was damn well 
ready to try to make a deal to settle the strike with anything less than the Haws Dunnigan 
Agreement, anything that he could say that the strike was settled by a rank and file committee from 
the union.  I know that was his plan and he had all these bastards around here gonna help him, they 
were all these labor skates, they were gonna settle the strike for us and we just told them well go 
ahead and settle it, if they can go down to our union and sell that strike settlement have at it.  And 
we walked out, we were gonna walk out and he said well wait a minute now, just cool yourselves 
down, he says we'll, go out in the hall for a few minutes and we waited and he sent them packing.  
Now that's the whole history of that, Sal.  When Farrell and Grant come in they said yes we've got it 
and Grant was dressed in a Texaco service station ... 

SS:  Uniform. 

JM:  Uniform, and Farrell was in his regular clothes and as I said they wanted to know where 
Frozig and Skogie were, we wouldn't tell them but we knew, they were in Chicago trying to raise 
money.  And the reason they were there, Frozig had a 1935 Studebaker you know it was the, how 
they get the year early and they drove down there, they didn't get gas money coming back hardly, 
they got $25.  So we got our headquarters back and then a day or two later Olson raided the 
employers headquarters, you know he told them clean out the lockers and get ready, get the dirty 
books out and all that stuff, the porno movies, he sent them down, then a big thing Olson raids the 
employer's headquarters, you know that was supposed to impress people.  So that ended that 
particular thing.  Now...we were having problems, the military permits were raising hell with us.  I 
don't think much has been said in Farrell's book and I think we ought to even if there's been some 
previous talk on it we ought to get that off the deck.  There were 4,000 military permits issued.  
Now that doesn't mean that just 4,000 people, that was to operate trucks, you have to have drivers, 
sometimes helpers, you've got to have dock workers and inside workers so we reckon that there 
were 5,000 people back at work.  We had... 

SS:  Each military permit is like one truck. 

JM:  One truck. 

SS:  Okay.  And then all the supporting staff. 
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JM:  All the support went with it, didn't have to have permit... 

SS:  [Unclear] dock workers and... 

JM:  ... but in order to run a truck, and it was a big thing about 11 by I forget what and it said this 
truck is being operated under the auspices of a military permit by the authority of the United or the 
Minnesota National Guard and signed by Alard D. Wilch the Adjutant General, that's about, big 
white, 'bout that big it was plastered there.  So we estimated that there were 5,000 people working.  
Now they were not all members of the union that had give up and went back to work because the, 
some of the people did recruit scabs but a lot of the members of the union felt all was lost.  Now 
this is honest, we have to, you know you've got to face the facts, the troops were on the street, the 
trucks was running.  I think it was Don Tutty and myself or no it was George Greeon and myself 
and one other person were sent down to talk to the Adjutant General.  This was before we had even 
4,000 permits on the street about this indiscriminate use of military permits.  There were guys 
coming up going into business, this doesn't mean just the existing transfer companies, guys coming, 
going into business.  Now here's a city that's dried up without no truck service for a month.  They 
can go in and make a killing for a few days and the reasons they could get a military permit were 
simply that if and when the strike was settled and it was settled in favor of the union the guy who 
got the military permit would agree to sign and abide by the principals of the Haws-Dunnigan 
Agreement.  Now the cold-blooded thinking behind that Sal was if they could get every truck in the 
city and every trucking company a hundred percent manned who would want, who would be left to 
sign an agreement, nobody, now that was what was behind it so down we go to the Adjutant 
General and we were complaining bitterly to him that by granting these indiscriminate military 
permits by people who had never been in the trucking business whatsoever that he was in effect 
brutally destroying our strike.  Then he listened to us for a while and he says I'm going to give you 
two options, you can run the hell out of here or I'm going to run you in the stockade.  That's just 
about the way he said it, he says you got two options, you can run out of here or I'll run you in, what 
do you want.  There was no compassion, he says I am the Provost Marshall, I'll run this, he says I'm 
the Adjutant General and he says that's the Provost Marshall and I'll instruct him to lock you up if 
you persist, now he says what do you want to do.  So we left.  There were some black days.  Al 
Goldwin suggested that the strike was beyond redemption and that perhaps the best thing to do is to 
call it off.  And Carl Skoglund is the first guy that blistered him, no way are we going to call this 
strike off.  And Ray and Farrell likewise and when it come down to the few of us that were left I 
said well I ain't for calling the strike off, we might as well stay here to the last man because if it 
happens I'm going to have to go home and pack my bag and forget there was a Minneapolis cause 
I'll never get another job here.  And I was 22 years old and I couldn't see myself living the way my 
step-dad had lived for many years, working for some 2 by 4 outfit now and then.  So that idea was 
abandoned and Haws and Dunnigan were still around and I didn't see any evidence like Hy Berman 
says that the bankers had been warned by Roosevelt to either, through Jesse James, the head of the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation to get their ducks in order or he'd call in their loans.  Now I 
can't prove that that didn't happen but Hy Berman can't prove that it did either, all he's got is some 
damn telegram and a notebook of telephone calls that Father Hoss made and he just dug that up 50 
years later.  What the hell went there is just like getting the Ouija board and having a séance 
[unclear] what happened.  But I do remember that one day a guy by the name of Donahue I believe 
flew into town and he was under direct orders from the Conciliator of Labor, I think his, what was 
his name, Steelman or somebody to try to work out a settlement.  And he met with the union and I 
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wasn't in that meeting, I don't know what his original things were but it was one two three he wasn't 
wasting any time and when we heard about it we come into Headquarters, I did, a few more, we 
said what the hell's going on and Ray says we don't know Jack, he says this guy come in here this 
morning apparently he's a craftsman, he says he knows his stuff.  He come in here and he asked us a 
lot of questions, he said he wanted to get right down to the bottom of this thing, he said he didn't 
have too much time and he wanted to see if it could be settled.  He says we told him what the 
bottom line was and we told him that the Haws Dunnigan Agreement had some flaws in it and we 
told him what we would like to have.  And he said okay I'm going over now to see the head of the 
employers and in the meantime I guess he also saw the head of the Citizen's Alliance.  Well he 
come back late in the afternoon and he come out with some proposals.  He said I can settle this 
strike, he says I can recommend this to the employers and they have said that they will accept it.  
Now at this time again I never heard of any bankers being in the act so we had a hurry up 
conference and the question was do you think we can sell this to the membership.  And we kicked it 
around back and forth and we actually were gonna fair better for the inside workers than we would 
have under the Haws Dunnigan Agreement, in that respect it was better for us.  The only thing that 
was, that we didn't like, we were wholeheartedly opposed to any kind of arbitration, that would 
have been one of the things that Carl and Ray had preached about arbitration.  There was a clause in 
there that the final wage scale would be handled by arbitration, we would go back at 40 and 50 
cents an hour and the final wages would be decided upwards if the arbitrator figured we were 
worthy of it but they would not go below 40 and 50.  Well we could have lived with that, we'd a 
liked to got more.  I was of the opinion we could accept because we were almost like a beggar we 
didn't have much to choose.  And then it was decided who would speak at the meeting that night, 
we had a hurry up meeting, we spent the rest of the, we indicated to Donahue that we'd accept it 
pending the approval of the membership that night.  And we then had to get everybody out that we 
could, hustle them all up and get them into the Eagles Auditorium, we had to get that.  We got to 
the hall at 8th Street and 4th Avenue South, we had it full too and so Bill Brown, Mickey Dunn or 
Grant Dunn, Farrell, myself, someone else were to speak.  And boy we got a roasting, even at that, 
after everything the guys were objecting, we had, well I'm not going to say we had a super-human 
job to sell.  But the guys says hell with them, goddamn it, we've been out all summer we're going to 
stay until we get more and we told them and finally we put it to a vote and they would accept it on 
one condition, with one proviso, that the guys in the workhouse would be released.  Now what had 
happened, the Minnesota State Fair was coming up so the stockade had been abandoned and all the 
guys in the stockade were transferred to the Workhouse, so there was no proviso in there to release 
the people, in Donahue's agreement, apparently we had overlooked it and he didn't know about it 
and we had to have that before we settled the agreement.  So myself and Mo Hork and a couple of 
other people, Happy Holstein for one, were elected to go down and meet with Father Hoss who was 
at the Nicollet Hotel and Floyd Olson because Floyd Olson was the keeper of the jail, his 
governorship, as Governor of the state, Commander in Chief of the National Guard and his 
Adjutant General had sentenced these guys to three years and two years and whatever, he had to 
give the pardons otherwise they could have technically stayed cause they were now in a civil 
institution.  So we went down and we said we gotta have a release.  Well he wrote that he was 
happy to see whatever it was and it was all set and he says 'and I intend' and we looked it over and 
Mo was the first guy, it wasn't me, it was reported it was me, it wasn't me it was Mo who picked it 
up, oh no he knew Floyd from boyhood days, they were the same age, Mo was a little older.  Oh no 
Floyd, he says, that don't go, you're too goddamn slippery.  He says what now, Mo.  He says that 
word I intend, that don't get it, so Olson had to put a little note up there 'and I will release forthwith 
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and immediately all the men that are confined in the City Workhouse' and I think it was at Parkers 
Lake, 'and all charges against them will be expunged from the record and will be consequently be 
pardoned'.  Went back to the meeting hall, we read the settlement and that ended the strike.  Then 
we went immediately to Parkers Lake, we got the warden out, the guys were released at 11:30 at 
night.  Were you there that night, we went out there.  And that, now that I don't think has ever been 
in the record and I think it should be, that's the way it was settled. 

SS:  I see, okay.  So what then happened after the strike was settled? 

JM:  Well after the strike was settled everybody went back to work.  Now the strike carried with it, 
in the settlement, [unclear] Donahue's, I'm now talking about the Donahue's Settlement, not the 
Haws Dunnigan, that the determination would be by an election.  The employers were clamoring 
for an election, they had been hollering and screaming and they figured now they had a good 
choice.  They figured they had all these guys with military permits and they thought they had a 
preponderance of the men back to work.  And they could win and that of course would put us out of 
the running for another year.  So we beat that off by arguing [unclear] persuaded earlier during one 
of the periods, I forget just how it was handled now, I have to refresh my memory on it, but in the 
settlement Donahue had prescribed that the determination would be by an employee election and it 
would be whether they wanted the drivers union or no union.  And the union if they won the 
majority of the votes in the barn, they had the right to represent the people in that barn.  And if they 
lost the election they did not have the right to bargain collectively.  However the employer would 
have to pay the minimum rates and provisions of the agreement because his employees had voted 
no union or not to be represented by the drivers, that didn't mean that he could go back to the open 
shop.  He had to be bound by the terms and provisions of the agreement for one year.  So we agreed 
to that, and the voting was to go two days and the union was to have three, well really not judges, 
but watchers.  It's a different word but it was judges and the employers were to have three and the 
labor board would conduct the election... 

END TAPE SEVEN, SIDE TWO 

TAPE EIGHT, SIDE ONE 

JM:  And in the event that we won the majority of the men we would prevail but we could only 
prevail and argue and represent the men at the barns that we had obtained a majority vote.  The 
voting was conducted up on Harmon Place, and it went on for two days.  The three people from the 
Hennepin County Labor Board were the officials that were providing the legality of the thing.  
There were three employers, three from the union and Grant Dunn.  And I cast the first vote, and I 
kind of, I like to think about that, but I did.  And we were there for the two days and it's an amusing 
thing.  I can't remember his name now but he was a manager of GambleRob, Gamble-Robinson, 
which was the first company in May that really tried to make an effort to run their own trucks.  In 
the first day Beerman Fruit didn't try to run their own trucks, they used C. Thomas.  What to do 
with the ballot boxes, we were in the Fire Barn, so this guy says well I could take them home and 
leave them in my house.  Jesus that poor guy just about got his head tore off of him, we all pounced 
on him.   So what we finally decided to do was take some of that big heavy tape, that brown tape, 
leave the boxes in the Fire Barn with the firemen on watch and we'd all sign our names a half a 
dozen places so no one could rifle them.  And then we were to open them, the challenged ones at 
the Nicollet Hotel.  So we were to go in there and start.  Well the first morning we come in there, 
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we had the full Hennepin County Labor Board which composed of Neil Cronan the chair, the three 
people that officiated as the judges up in the Fire Barn and then the three labor representatives.  So 
we go in to set down and I look around and here is two dudes I don't know, they're dressed.  I said 
to Tommy Smit, you know them, he said no, and I asked Benny Levine, I said no.  Tommy Smith 
represented, the union selected a committee, I was to represent the drivers because of my 
knowledge of all the guys in the industry, see Farrell, Skogie and all of those guys, they were not 
involved, they couldn't have voted if they wanted to, this only concerned the transfer section and the 
166 firms, so Farrell and Skogie and Ray and all these guys they couldn't have voted if they wanted 
to, it wasn't a, an election for the entire union, it was an election of the 166 firms that were 
involved.  Benny Levine was a warehouse worker, he worked for Jordan Stevens in a grocery 
warehouse and he knew the warehouse workers.  Tommy Smith worked in the market and he knew 
the inside workers, his wife was a chicken picker by the way, and myself and I had a pretty 
goddamn good knowledge of all the drivers.  Now we challenged anytime during the vote that we 
figured the guy was a company stooge, we rubbed him out, we said he's a fink, he don't, his vote 
don't count, throw him in the challenge box.  So we had quite a few votes that were challenged.  
Then of course the employers challenged people.  We had several hundred votes to count.  And 
these two lawyers were there, we finally figured they were lawyers, I forget their names, Welsh and 
Drechcow or something.  And finally I said to them well are fine, are you lawyers.  They says yes, 
so I went to Cronan, I was the spokesperson, I said Mr. Cronan those guys go, and we ain't gonna 
count no votes, we'll continue the strike.  They go, we're not gonna set in a room and talk with 
lawyers, that's out.  I said these companies trust us to go with their trucks all over the United States, 
they trust us with their business and we don't need no lawyers in here to say whether Joe Schmitt 
worked or he didn't work.  Now they get the hell out or we do.  And he said well I can't really ask 
them to leave, well I says you've just told us to go and Tommy and Benny they were hot too, and 
they says let's go Jack let's get out of here.  So we started out and we were on the mezzanine.  And 
these three guys from the Central Labor Union, they were the labor representatives, they come out, 
'now you kid' and I grabbed this guy and I says don't you ever call me kid and I was gonna, I 
believed if they'd a let me go I'd a pushed him over the mezzanine I was so mad.  I says you're one 
of them bastards that sat up there with Olson, was gonna sell our strike out from underneath us and 
now you're down here wanting lawyers.  Well he says you know you need lawyers.  Well I blew up 
then again, I says we don't need lawyers.  That boss of mine I says understands every other word, 
when I'm on a long distance call to New Jersey I don't have no lawyer on the other end to talk to, I 
talk to him.  And he ain't in here and I'll be damned if I'm going to talk to an attorney.  Well we left. 
 We come back to the headquarters and Ray Dunn [unclear], he says over already.  I says there ain't 
no hearing, he says why.  And I thought I was going to get blistered for it, I said we walked out.  He 
says what for, I said there was lawyers there and we ain't gonna deal with lawyers and Jesus Carl he 
come up off his chair he says that's fine.  Well everyone was happy.  Well we rangled around and it 
took a couple of days and back and forth, we finally got a telegram from the Labor Board and even 
then Cronan didn't want to give in.  Finally he says in the interest of peace and harmony he'd 
conduct it.  We were also demanding that the man who was coming in to be heard was to have an 
executive session.  There wasn't going to be a whole jury of hostile employers around, it was going 
to executive session.  And we won the whole damn thing, cause we just told them right out, no 
more, we go back and strike the rest of the winter if you gonna keep up this monkey business.  So 
we didn't win all those votes, in the final analysis when all the challenge votes, we won 62% of the 
men in the industry, but we did not win all the barns.  We lost some of the big ones and we had then 
to rebuild the union, so we had a big job on our hands.  A lot of guys had dropped out, went back to 
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work, military permitted, MP'd we call them, and a lot of guys were hostile, they wanted to beat 
them over the head, they'd meet them at the depot, they wouldn't a talk.  We had a big tough job 
there for a long time to rebuild the union out of the 40% that deserted us.  It wasn't easy.  In the 
meantime Farrell was selected to present the case and the Postmaster, John R. Coan, c-o-a-n is the 
way his name was spelled, he was the Postmaster, out of the selection of names we agreed on him, 
and we got an increase of 2-1/2 cents an hour across the board.  So when the strike was finally 
settled it was 42-1/2, 52-1/2 and that about wound up what the strike was.  Now we were in debt up 
to our axels and all those problems.  But I don't know, that's about as far, that was the end of the, I 
don't think a lot of that's been told in books or anyplace else, I don't think I've said it before either.  
But it's some pretty hectic days there for a while you know. 

SS:  Oh yeah, that's for sure.  [Tape clicks]  Okay, let's see now, we're talking about the aftermath of 
the strike.  You were mentioning having to rebuild the union. 

JM:  Yeah, now, the first thing, after the strike was over then was business as usual.  Cliff Hall then 
come back in full bore as the business agent of the union.  Now during the strike we'd had a bad 
scene with Cliff Hall.  Sometime in the early part of August when the rent was up on the strike 
headquarters at 215 South 8th Street, he had summarily told the landlord that we had no money to 
pay the rent and that we would of then been on the street with the no strike headquarters during the 
strike.  So we had a hell of time with him.  And Farrell sent me and Don Tutty out to Cliff Hall's 
house and told with instructions for him to give us the books.  He'd taken the books too, and we 
wanted to know where the hell we were.  Now Sammy Haskill was the secretary-treasurer of the 
union and Sammy was an older Jewish fellow and he was frightened of everything that was going 
on and he'd been under Cliff Hall's spell and Cliff had managed to have the books.  So now when 
the strike was settled and all the men back to work, it now becomes the order of the day that Cliff 
Hall is once again the business agent because the existing officers of the executive board, we went 
back to George Frozig, Vice President, Bill Brown the President and sometimes Mo Hork although 
he was getting more and more receptive to well he was coming around, you could depend on Mo 
more now than you, being your side of the issue than before, and Bill Grey so you had a, just about 
a halfty halfty deal.  So it was decided then to have an election and have an election they did and of 
course that irked Tolbin because the elections under the constitution were to be held in December 
and the union held one in September.  Well Cliff Hall was voted out and all the old reactionary 
people were voted out and the new line-up read to my recollection Bill Brown President, George 
Frozig Vice President, Grant Dunn Recording Secretary, Farrell Dobbs Secretary-Treasurer, Mo 
Hork Trustee, I believe Ray Dunn was Trustee, and Harry DeBoer was Trustee.  They abandoned 
the theory of having a business agent and they said that any additional help would be hired by the 
executive board and would be classified as organizers and from the day that they had that election 
and until the day that they left the IBT in 19 whenever it was, '41 I believe, there never was a 
business agent mentioned in the history of 574 or 544.  They were all called organizers.  So once 
they got the executive board back in power so that they didn't have to worry about Cliff Hall, that 
they had a fairly well organized group of people that were reasonably minded on issues, the union 
now had to worry about paying off its debts, carrying for the families of Henry Ness, John Belor, 
Harry DeBoer was still in the hospital, there were other people that were wounded that were unable 
yet to return to work, with a tremendous amount of unpaid bills that the union decided that they 
would pay, there would be no way to not pay because the people that had trusted us during the 
strike were worthy of their pay and it was a rough struggle during that period of time.  In March, 
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want to continue on?  In March of 1935 we received a letter from Tolbin, well in February of 1935 
we elected delegates for the new year to the Central Labor Council and I was one of them and I was 
the youngest of the bunch, I was 23 and we were seated one meeting and expelled the next because 
in that week Tolbin had revoked the charter of 544.  He done it on the grounds that we had failed to 
pay our per capita tax during the months that we were on strike and the months immediately after.  
Notwithstanding the fact that the union was I would say 15...50,000 not 15, 50,000 dollars in debt 
to merchants who extended us credit during the strikes, that we had the families of Ness, Belor, and 
other injured people, Harry DeBoer among them, to provide for, and we were rebuilding the union. 
 Tolbin still insisted on his back per capita tax.  Now the union tried to work out, Farrell got a hold 
of John Gary, the international vice president who lived in St. Paul, so John Gary come over on the 
streetcar, he was an older man, much older, he was in his sixties I believe and Farrell tried to work 
out with John an arrangement that the per, current per capita tax would be paid.  That the past per 
capita tax would be held in abeyance until the union would be on its feet and able to pay it.  We 
acknowledge that we owed it, but Farrell said in view of the tremendous amount of people that we 
had introduced and brought into the union in the short period of time, he thought it would be wise 
for the international union to waive both the initiation fee and the back per capita tax.  John Gary 
replied that he was under direct instructions from Tolbin that there was to be no quarter.  And he 
wanted the charter and Farrell said I ought to hang it around your neck for a necktie, but he said I'll 
tell you Brother Gary one thing, when you leave here with our charter under your arm you rest 
assured you have got the charter but we have got the men.  And that's an exact quote.  During that 
period of time at first it was business as usual.  Then in about two months, see March, April, we 
were to renew contracts with some of the employers and they started acting as though they were not 
going to renew them now that we were not a member of the AF of L.  We had moved from 225 S. 
3rd Street to a big, not a new building but an old building, but it was new quarters for us and the 
employers were, some of them, threatening not to renew the contract.  Well a few little evidences of 
job action here and there took that out of there, took that idea out of their mind. 

SS:  What sort of job actions? 

JM:  Just tying up the trucks.  The guy act like he was, indicated that he was not going to sign an 
agreement, that's all right, we'd just go down and say well you don't work today Mr. Employer, if 
you're going to support the new union that Tolbin chartered, put in, with Cliff Hall again as 
business agent, with a motley group of former people, some officers from, had been officers in 574, 
Babe Nolan for one.  They called it Local 500 and they got space at the Central Labor Union and as 
I said we were kicked out of the Central Labor Union as members, we couldn't affiliate, we couldn't 
go there to attend their meetings and so forth.  And we were not even welcome there as observers.  
So now come a question of strategy, what were we to do.  The considered opinion of the executive 
board and the staff of the union was that we had to press for reinstatement into the drivers union 
because if we did not we would never be able to accomplish the idea to build an over the road 
council and put into effect the idea that Skogie had originally conceived about all the drivers in the 
area having the same conditions and the same wages and so on.  Well Cliff Hall was unable to do 
much with Local 500.  He tried to fool around with LaBelle Transfer and there was a little bit of hit 
and run activity there and then Tolbin saw that he was having problems with Cliff Hall, he wasn't 
the man for the job and they were getting no place with signing up the companies.  We went to the 
employers and we made it clear, you're going to sign up those people you're going to have trouble, 
we're not going to be waltzed off the street because Tolbin come with a new number.  Now in 
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addition to having our course set to fight for reinstatement into the drivers, Teamsters Union, we 
found a couple of instances where business agents for unions were going out and threatening people 
that if they didn't sign a closed shop union contract with their union and put the people in the union 
so they could collect dues that they would banner their place of business and the Drivers Union 
would support them refusing to deliver.  We got wind of this at a couple of meat markets and the 
drivers had made a lot of friends during the '34 strike and one of the meat shop owners called up 
and wanted to know, he said I'd like to know about this.  So what was decided then that the drivers 
union would establish what was called a policy committee, Carl Skoglund was elected to chair the 
policy committee and it was the unions were advised, all the unions in Minneapolis, that if they 
were having problems with their employers and they were threatening to strike or tie up their 
particular employer they would have to consult with the executive board of Local 574 if they 
expected to get the help from the drivers union.  Now we were not refusing to help them, but help 
could only come under the conditions that we laid down.  And we were not going to be used as a 
patsy.  One of the things was that we wanted to make sure there were no sweetheart agreements 
signed and we wanted to look at their contracts so they were not what was called Joe Below 
contracts signing cheap hourly wage contracts with no conditions where the people had to pay dues, 
where the workers got nothing and some fat cat business agent insured a job.  We also went further 
we said that if you are in ditch negotiations, last ditch negotiations, we will send an employer...an 
observer in to the negotiations, not to bargain, just to set there.  And if he's questioned why he's 
there, the statement will be, this would be agreed to in advance, I'm here to observe the negotiations 
and if you intend to treat these people unfavorably and think you're not going to have some support 
from the drivers union because we're not in the AF of L anymore, let us advise you, that we have an 
agreement with this local union that if they can't come to a satisfactory agreement with you on their 
terms we are going to support them all the way, so you can do whatever you want, we're not 
threatening you, we're telling you, nothing has changed.  And this of course did seriously shake up a 
lot of employers who thought well now the drivers are not in the AF of L, the AF of L union that 
was trying to organize is ineffective, we'll just write our own ticket.  The result of that was that we 
developed a lot of goodwill and we succeeded in helping a lot of unions obtain agreements.  Now 
this bothered Tolbin, not that particular phase but what did bother him that Cliff Hall and his couple 
of people that he had helping him weren't getting off the ground.  So one day he brought in a new 
secretary-treasurer, he brought in a new staff, he brought in L.E. Murphy from Rockford, Illinois, he 
brought in Jack Smith from Chicago, he brought in Nick Wagner from Chicago, he brought in two 
or three-four Italian hoodlums from Chicago.  He hired some local quote unquote beef, at least they 
presented themselves to be that from the ice wagon drivers union and he at that time, he had the 
support of Pat Corcoran, who was a Teamster union patriot and he believed that no matter what 
happened that the International Brotherhood of Teamsters was like the Catholic Church, it was 
infallible, there may be bad apples in it, but we have to go along with the International.  Well for a 
few months, several months as a matter of fact, there was absolute warfare on the streets of 
Minneapolis.  They were trying running around to out-maneuver us, they were trying to out-bargain 
us, they were telling the employers, you sign with them you'll be in trouble.  And we told them you 
sign with them, you will have trouble, you won't be in trouble.  We've got the men.  Well I believe 
the showdown come and I'm just going to gloss over this cause Farrell writes it, at the 
Glenwood-Inglewood spring water plant.  Well that kind of became a day of reckoning.  But in 
between that time there were meetings on the street, one instance Ray Dunn, George Frozig got 
badly beaten at the Omaha Freight House.  There were other instances where people were beaten.  
Several of us were one day down at the Great Northern Warehouse and they drove up and started 

Twen
tie

th 
Cen

tur
y R

ad
ica

lis
m in

 M
inn

es
ota

 

Oral
 H

ist
ory

 P
roj

ec
t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



shooting.  Those of us that could got out of the line of fire.  Arnie Johnson didn't move quick 
enough and he didn't get shot directly, but they shot, the bullet hit the sidewalk, it bounced off or 
ricocheted and hit him in the ankle and he was laid up for weeks and weeks.  Well the thing was 
shaping up pretty sharply, there were other incidents of confrontation here and there and I believe 
Pat Corcoran by now saw that the 574 sections was head and shoulders above the 500 grouping... 

END TAPE EIGHT, SIDE ONE 

TAPE EIGHT, SIDE TWO 

JM:  And I believe he started to have some second thoughts on what was really right and wrong.  
He saw the men in 574 after 15 months with this real almost gangster type activity on the street day 
after day still were loyal to the union and weren't daunted by any of the things that happened and he 
was hearing reports on how the union was operating through the policy committee and it was kind 
of a strange thing, people would go to the Central Labor Union to get strike approval, which is 
common, but the story would get out well the strike approval ain't no good unless you go to the 
drivers and get their approval because what power do the Central Labor Union have, they could set 
up and say yeah, we endorse your strike, but they weren't coming off their job, they weren't going to 
do anything to physically support it.  In order to get the strike supported and eventually won it was a 
simple matter, you got to shut the water off and we were the people, the drivers could do that and 
they knew it.  So late in the summer, 1936, Pat Corcoran started to contact Farrell Dobbs, they 
asked him to meet with them and Ray and soon there were some serious discussions on how could 
the differences be resolved and the position of 574 was that first every man in the union would be 
reinstated into the International Brotherhood of Teamsters without any recrimination, without any 
past problems ever used against them, cause some of these guys did have some incidents where 
they could have said well you've created some problems for one of our organizers or you were 
involved in this.  There was to be no reprisals.  Secondly we wanted the complete autonomy of our 
union, we wanted complete reinstatement with our old officers.  Well Pat apparently was talking to 
Tolbin, he says well that can't go, so a compromise was developed where everyone would be 
reinstated, there would be no hard feelings, no bad marks, no blemishes about anyone, the contracts 
would remain, the number of the union would not be 574 but it would be 544 and all references to 
Local 500 would be scrapped, the, all the apparatus of 500 would be destroyed, there'd be no more 
reference to it, the new executive board would be made up of three people from Local 500 and three 
people from Local 574 and Pat Corcoran would serve as the neutral chairman.  The proviso was 
that L.E. Murphy of 500 would be the secretary-treasurer.  Again the preparation and the 
background and the understanding of Carl, Ray, Farrell, Mick, Grant and so forth and the common 
sense of the members of Local 574, they accepted the terms and we were back into the AFofL, I'm 
not sure of the exact date, late August or early September of 1936.  In the meantime while we were 
beyond the [unclear]_ we had been sub rosa like helping other unions in the smaller cities that were 
trying to organize.  We'd been helping them without letting anyone know by trying to hard time the 
trucks when they were coming in, the employer, coming into one of our terminals, we'd hard time 
them the best we could so that the officers of that local union couldn't be well dealt badly with and 
we had been laying the groundwork, very fragmented like, for a council.  Now with us getting back 
into the union this would enable us to go ahead with our plan to set up the area conference and we'd 
been making contact right along with the various officers in nearby North Dakota, northern Iowa a 
couple of towns, western Wisconsin, Superior, Duluth Minnesota, Austin Minnesota was no 
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problem. 

SS:  Why not? 

JM:  Well, Frank Ellis was there and Frank was very friendly to our position, Frank was very 
helpful, Frank was very understanding, so we had no problem with the Austin area, we helped the 
Mankato drivers when they were trouble, the Ottumwa drivers when they were in trouble, but we 
didn't have any trouble with Austin and there again it goes right to Frank Ellis and a couple of the 
other fellows that were around there, God I, his first name is one my mind - Jules - one of them, I 
can't think of his last name right now.  What? 

SS:  I just said 'yeah, ah ha'. 

JM:  It isn't Emery but it's close to it. 

SS:  There was also I guess at that point an organization called the Independent Union of All 
Workers. 

JM:  That was the organization that Frank Ellis founded, that covered the packinghouse workers in 
Austin, Minnesota. 

SS:  There was also a group that was active in the Communist League too, no? 

JM:  In the where? 

SS:  Communist League?  Communist League, in Austin. 

JM:  Yes, I believe there was, but... 

SS:  Did you know any of them? 

JM:  The reason I know there must have been because several years later when I was reading the 
roster of the people that founded the Socialist Workers Party, there was a big delegation from 
Austin and they just didn't come overnight and there was a fellow there that wrote the papers, Sven 
Godfordson, he's still alive, he's down in Tennessee, and Dave Really has talked to him and there 
were good solid citizens from down around in that country. 

SS:  Now did they also help out during the truck strike or... 

JM:  In 1934? 

SS:  Yeah. 

JM:  Yes, I'm sure they did but I do know this that during the truck strike, after the shooting, Carl 
Skoglund and I took the truck that was used, Bob Bell's truck, the one that was all full of bullet 
holes and we stayed three days in Austin, well we drove down there, it's only 100 miles from 
Minneapolis, we left early and got there before noon.  We stayed that day, the next day, the next 
day, come home the following day.  Now ostensibly we were there to show the slaughter, the truck, 
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that had been used to carry the pickets, how the cops had shot into them, the bullet holes and 
everything, but the real reason there was the relationship with Ray Dunn and Carl Skoglund.  Now 
here again because of Farrell's relative immaturity in political things he wasn't, didn't know 
probably Frank Ellis at the time and, anymore than I did but I got to know him when I was there 
about three days and the real purpose we were there explaining to the solid citizens the role that 
Olson played and was playing in trying to sabotage our strike and it was a skillful one, he was 
skillfully trying to destroy our strike at the same time telling the world that he was for us and it was 
the military permits that was killing us.  We had enough pickets to maintain the strike, we could 
have maintained the moral of all the people a hell of a lot better if it wouldn't have been for those 
military strikes and that was a calculated move, it was no accident and the I believe the 
misinterpreting or misreporting or misunderstanding, whichever that Olson gave to the union in 
1934 was not coincidental.  I think that too was destined to be a political move.  Now the, Frank 
Ellis earlier, there had been a sit-down strike at the Hormel plant.  Now there's a little difference of 
opinion there.  Some people say well they had a meeting out in the park, but they also had a 
sit-down strike in the plant and they had Olson on the hot seat on that one because they were 
threatening to shut off the freezers and Hormel would have had a hell of a lot of goddamn stinky 
meat if those freezers would have been shut off.  So when we were there, Carl and I for three days, 
it was actually a little more but we were talking to everyone that we could, I know I was, I knew 
Carl was.  Carl was talking more deeply with Frank and Jule and Sven, but we were explaining the 
very treacherous role that Olson was playing and it's hard to, at that time, to explain to people that 
Olson who had just been elected not too long before on the Farm Labor ticket, was not really their 
bosom pal, just like today.  A lot of people believe that Perpich is a real friend of the working man 
here.  He is until there's a crisis and then he's a real friend of the employer, that's the way I look at it. 
 I remember the Austin thing if nothing else and they've had a few other stinkers here including 
Hubert Humphrey and Naftalin and a couple of more and they, it seems to me that they got their cue 
cards from the role that Floyd Olson played.  Somewhere along they got a tape recorder and must of 
got some script because anyway we didn't have any problem with Austin, they were helpful.  The 
other little local unions around we helped.  Now once we got back in the union where we were 
respectable again, we set out immediately to pick up the loose ends and begin again what we'd been 
stopped doing a year and a half earlier.  Well that takes a little time because we had some growing 
pains in the union itself, there were two or three young fellows that were on the payroll that went 
with the deal, two Ferraro brothers, another fellow by the name of Frank and another guy by the 
name Joe Bellini.  Well I guess they thought they were in Chicago and the way to get along was go 
in and shake the boss down and forget that the men had anything to say.  Well we had some 
problems, we got that straightened out and that took us through the winter of '36.  Well early in the 
spring of '37 we started out full bore, now we're kosher, we're in the Tolbin family and the things 
that we had to stop by the fact that winter and bad weather, there was a lot of activity that shuts 
down in Minnesota, did 50 years ago in the fall of the year began, so we were going to Faribault, to 
Hastings, to Mason City, to Albert Lea and not just for drivers strikes, but for any kind of a activity 
that unions needed help that we could find a way to help them and of course when you're in the 
truck drivers union no matter if it's Punkenville or Gripsters Mill or anything they have to get the 
products delivered to or hauled away from those cities, so we were pretty helpful and of course 
there were things that had happened in Minneapolis, the Strutwear strike and things like that which 
had made a lot of things, made the drivers union very popular, very powerful. 

SS:  What did the truck drivers do in that strike? 
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JM:  Where? 

SS:  The Strutwear one. 

JM:  Oh, we were the winners. 

SS:  Before you tell me that, let me just call.  [tape clicks]  I asked you, you said that, you were 
mentioning strikes that the truck drivers had been helpful in and I mentioned Strutwear before I 
turned it off. 

JM:  All right, fine, fine. 

SS:  Now, Strutwear was '36, or was that '35, '35-36 something like that. 

JM:  I think it was in 1936.  Could have been '35 but no, I think it was '36, it started out at a big 
plant, they were hosiery makers, intimate garments [unclear]__ and they had finally come to the end 
of the line and struck.  And there was the usual ring around the rosie mark with banners and get an 
injunction.  And it was the policy of Local 544, 574, that there would be no lost strikes in 
Minneapolis, we were dedicated to that.  We were outside of the AFofL, so it was in '36 and we 
decided to help them.  And we went down there, and what they had been doing, they had been, had 
advertised and solicited people to work during the strike and they were coming in casually, just like 
it's this is my job and I walk in and they sauntered in.  They had a few additional police on but not 
too many.  So we appeared down there with some extra people from other groups, from the 
building trades, there was a couple of guys from Bert Mahafy's union, a couple of guys out of the 
ironworkers, we went down there one morning and we started advising these people that they were 
doing was very very untasteful and the next morning... 

SS:  Now who was it you're advising? 

JM:  The people that were going in to work at Strutwear. 

SS:  People that were scabbing. 

JM:  Yeah, and they were insisting that they had a job there and that they'd been hired and they 
didn't know nothing about no labor trouble cause they'd been hired slick and clean.  Well we told 
them it was no slick and clean and there was no violence, we just warned them that the thing for 
you to do is go in and clear out your locker and go home and don't come back tomorrow.  Well 
what happened tomorrow was, there was a cordon of police around so we reinforced the picket line 
and the next day there was more police and there was more pickets.  The first thing in the morning 
Ray Dunn and a couple of other people were up picketing at the main entrance to the office, not 
where, they had two or three entrances where workers could go in and then they had the more or 
less the business entrance where the offices and salesmen and so on.  Well Ray was up there and he 
was told to get out and Ray said he wasn't going out and the next thing you know they tapped up on 
Ray and hauled him off to the calaboose.  Well that didn't set too well with the people and a few, 
well, 15 minutes later down come a whole swarm of policemen, they come down, not in their own 
cars but in the paddy wagons, in the backseats, eight-ten to a paddy wagon.  They got them in the 
back end of the plant and we were curious by this time there's a big crowd of people out there and 

Twen
tie

th 
Cen

tur
y R

ad
ica

lis
m in

 M
inn

es
ota

 

Oral
 H

ist
ory

 P
roj

ec
t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



these cops stood shoulder to shoulder to the, each other and stood from the first door to the corner 
of 8th Avenue and 8th Street, or 6th Street, whichever it was on.  And we were still a little bit 
wondering why all of this and here come one of the old, they used to have street cars here and they 
had trains, sometimes two and three cars pulled by one power unit, they had a conductor in each car 
and one motorman, and here come a two car train and loaded down with all the workers, so there 
was a little bit of scuffle and what usually occurs and some disturbance and they loaded up the plant 
that morning and I don't know how much work they did but the next day it was more intense and 
this went on for a couple of days and truck drivers were coming up there, the streets were being 
blocked and the police were going crazy and this one particular morning they'd been using the 
streetcar for a couple of days to escort the non-striking workers into the plant, there was a signal 
among several people that the first guy, you couldn't very well holler, but the first guy that come 
down the line with a smile on his face, we'd charge the cops, go through the line, and take the guy 
out and that was Dunn.  Well of course that kind of provoked the police, somebody got banged 
around a little but it created a kind of a crisis situation.  That night they had the scabs in the plant, 
what to do with them, and all day long, all day long the union had been busy getting people to come 
down and help out.  Now earlier during the strike in '34 and because of our relationship with the 
unemployed, and the building up of 544 Federal Workers which we haven't gone into, we had a 
damn backlog of people that were available and there were thousands of people on hand in the 
Strutwear incident it come closing time.  Now they have a problem, what to do with the people that 
are in there, and it comes closing time and nothing happens, so finally they come with more police 
and they come with all the plainclothes cops they could get.  Now some people are like to call these 
guys thugs but Minneapolis had then and still has a whole group of plainclothes, they're not harness 
bulls but they're on the force, and they had them there because I know some of them by name and 
they had all the harness bulls they could muster and all the plainclothes bulls, the detectives and, 
they have plainclothes bulls and especially now in narc squads and everything else, they're all in 
plainclothes, a lot of people what to call them thugs, but they're harness bulls so they decide to 
march these scabs down 7th Street towards the biggest section of town.  Well on the way down they 
had the scabs grouped into the center of the street and they were surrounded by the police.  After a 
few minutes it become apparent to most of us that they apparently were going to take them down in 
the business district of the town and let them disintegrate, so we passed the word along whichever 
we could, this is what we believed was going to happen.  And every once in a while someone 
would run in the crowd and tag one of the scabs and whack him around a little bit, throw a brick on 
him and they were really frightened people.  Now they walked from the Strutwear plant to 
downtown Minneapolis down 7th Street which is a good mile and at the rate they were moving, 
must have taken them 15 to 20 minutes, maybe even a half hour and with all this cussing they were 
getting and everything else and the policemen they were mindful of that day in Minneapolis when 
so many of them went to the hospital, they didn't relish this thing either and the people were 
building up, building up and we concluded what they were, we were, they were gonna do was turn 
them loose when they got downtown because there they had the big department stores, 
Donaldson’s, Dayton’s and a couple of more and low and behold, they marched them into the 
Dayton Company, let them right into the store.  Well Dayton Company's got several doors and the 
pickets went into the Dayton Company, they tore that store upside down, they didn't like to 
advertise it in the paper cause that's a [unclear] respectable company, they weren't involved in this 
beef, but the scabs were getting it and I'm sure that there were some innocent people that weren't 
Strutwear scab workers, they got it too and it really shook up everything and as I recall then Olson 
declared an emergency and shut the plant down, ain't that the way you remember it?  Right after 
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that... 

DS:  I don't remember it very well. 

JM:  That's the way he done it, he shut the plant down and he put the National Guard out there with 
tents and he said if this is what we're going to have, we're going to have a public place like this, 
we're not going to have it anymore and old lady Strutwear, her name was Struthers I guess, that's 
where the plant got its name, she was going ape because a good American citizen like her was 
being deprived of the right to work.  Well he had the plant shut down for months and they had an 
encampment of soldiers down there but in between the first time that the drivers union went in 
there, but that was on the plant closing... 

SS:  Yeah, I... 

JM:  But earlier they tried to move out the machinery and they couldn't get a trucking company in 
Minneapolis to move it out, they finally brought up a trucking company from Winona.  The city 
police didn't want to get involved in it.  They brought in the U.S. Marshals, and we give them a 
little lessons in class warfare too and they were down there and we took milk bottles, the guys 
couldn't find anything else to throw and here some poor milkman, I don't think he was hurt too bad 
financially, they didn't have paper cartons, milk used to be in one quart milk bottles and somebody 
went and raided his wagon and come out with cases of milk, full milk bottles.  Now every time you 
throw a full milk bottle, the top didn't stay in, but many of them did and there were milk bottles and 
rocks and the marshals had to quick and there were lawsuits over it and the whole smear, but they 
were gonna move this machinery some place down in Missouri, they were gonna scare the workers. 
 The plant was shut up for a long time, I'd have to go back and refresh myself a little on the 
continuity of it... 

SS:  Yeah, yeah. 

JM:  But it went in two or three steps and they didn't get very far with the marshals and they come, 
they brought that Winona Trucking Company up here, they couldn't get a outfit within a hundred 
miles of town that wanted to bring their equipment in to get involved in that thing. 

SS:  So did anyone ever succeed in moving it? 

JM:  I guess they got a couple of pieces, it wasn't enough to pay 1/25th of the fracas.  I think they 
got enough to save... 

END TAPE EIGHT, SIDE TWO 

TAPE NINE, SIDE ONE 

JM:  But in the process you see these fights from the time we started until they marched the pickets 
down 7th Street which ended it, there were some bitter battles out there, a lot of people got hurt... 

SS:  Yeah, I was just going to ask you... 

JM:  And they had a paddy wagons out there lining them up. 
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SS:  ...cause we have a picture like that in our brochure of the Strutwear strike and there's a couple 
of guys laying on the ground there that looked like their had their heads split open... 

JM:  Oh yeah, there were a lot of guys abused there, a lot of guys got whipped, there was no one 
way street you know, yeah, they, now this had to be in the back of the plant... 

SS:  Yeah, you mentioned that they, they brought people around the back... 

JM:  That's where they, they brought the cops in, see the street's like this, and the plant faces it just 
like this thing here.  Well then when you come in here through the back and in here there's a big 
area that's parking and that's where the back was, that's where them trucks are.  So there was a lot of 
guys hurt, you know it was no, it was no tea party. 

SS:  Right, no picnic. 

JM:  And everybody knew when they were going down there that they were, they were getting into 
a mess but nobody cared, it was a kind of a, not a sport, but the people then were convinced that the 
success of what they were doing depended on their ability to fight back which is completely alien to 
anything you see around today.  There's no semblance anymore of fighting back. 

SS:  So the truck drivers also helped out in a lot of other strikes that went on and almost [unclear]... 

JM:  Oh Jesus, everything that went on, they come to the auto mechanics strike of 19... 

SS:  '35? 

JM:  '35.  They were losing that and they come up and asked for some help and we went down 
there, Farrel, George Grehan and myself, a few more and we set up a strike headquarters, and they 
had a grand lodge representative that lived, had an office over on about Ringan Street in, on 
University, not quite to St. Paul, over by the International Harvester showroom and what they were 
doing, they were picketing the, we had a little bit of run there with the CP too, they had a couple of 
business agents that belonged to the CP and they were trying to conduct a nicey-nicey strike, 
everything is going to be run according to Hoyle and the way that it run according to Hoyle is that 
the employers are opening shops with non-union mechanics.  Now you can't go, so a group of the 
people come up and asked our executive board if we could help them with their strike and Farrell 
says we'll go down and help you, it'll be our style of help.  We're not going to go down there and let, 
who in the hell was the guy that was the business agent, we're not going to let him and there was 
another guy who was under the other fellow's influence, but he had a brother that was a prince of a 
guy, Lee Glenn. Harley was a part time, Harley Glenn was a part time business agent for 287 I 
believe, was the mechanics local and they had a, this guy was a CP, pretty active CP business agent 
and he wanted to run everything by the book and if the police come up and said go, you're supposed 
to go because you don't create any situations, you're law abiding citizens.  Well Farrell told him that 
if we do it, we're going down there to work, we ain't going down there to lose.  So we started in 
cleaning out the scab garages and the first incident occurred at St. Anthony Chevrolet where a guy 
come out with a gun and started shooting and Lee Glenn, the guy come out and shot one of the 
pickets, Lee Glenn kicked the goddamned door out with his leg and walked in, Lee was quite a 
fighter, his brother was a part-time business agent under the influence of this fellow's name, I can't 
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remember right now, and he went in and well the brown stuff hit the fan and everything started 
going.  Well then the fight become a little more intensified and they had developed, the shop 
owners, they had developed an idea that they would have a crew of mechanics and they'd work a 
shop for two or three hours to create the illusion that all shops were working and they'd get the press 
down there to show that Active Body Works is working full bore and then they'd work there a 
couple of hours and they'd go someplace else.  Well we found out that this group of people that 
were being hired were being dispatched to the job by special delivery letter at night, where to report 
in the morning.  So we just made up squads of guys to go out and get a chauffeur's cap, just holler 
special deliver and have a big flashlight and a book, one guy'd go up to the door, another guy'd get 
behind it and when the guy come to open the door, instead of having him sign for the book he'd 
grab him and pull him out or hit him on the head with the flashlight or whatever and one time it 
didn't work that way, the guy sent his wife to the door and he went in the bedroom, opened up a 
window and shot the picket in the back with a double barreled shotgun, that was Harry Wilson.  So 
we had to get a doctor in the middle of the night, we had to take the slugs out of his back and things 
like that.  The head of the auto mechanics union, I mean, association, was a big Pontiac dealer, he 
swore to God that his shop wasn't being worked.  Well Farrell called us up and wanted to know if 
we knew anything about it, well we went out and we see yeah that shop's working, he said well go 
shut it down, but do it around two o'clock.  So around two o'clock we rounded up 30-40 guys and 
we went in that shop like a swarm of locusts, and everything went out, the windows, the men and 
everything, the paint remover on the cars and the whole [unclear].  Well they're setting at the 
bargaining table and this guy come out and he pointed his finger at Farrell and he says you're men 
have been down there and tore up, Farrell was assisting them in the bargaining and the Grand 
[unclear] representative, his name was Herman Hussman, he was setting there, he told them what 
was happened, and he said, Hanserd was the guy's name, Hansord or Hansford Pontiac, he might 
still be around... 

DS:  Yeah... 

JM:  He was setting at the bargaining table and accusing Farrell of sending in these people.  Mr. 
Hansford he says, you are either out of your mind or you're the world's worst liar.  You told us here 
before lunch that your shop wasn't working, now what are you trying to do?  Well Hussman about 
fainted.  Well shortly after that they decided they'd settle the strike and they did.  That was once, 
that's the mechanics, that's the way it went Sal anyplace throughout the city.  And the wonderful 
support that we had, we had the Federal Workers, could be depended on to help. 

SS:  When did 574 or was it 544 I guess the name changes in '36 or the...when did they organize the 
Federal Workers? 

JM:  Immediately, formally, immediately after the '34 strike was settled.  First we had the 
unemployed section... 

SS:  During the strike. 

JM:  Yeah.  It was the unemployed section.  And then right after the strike was settled and the new 
officers were elected in about October of 1934, what's your recollection, Don? 

DS:  Of when the Federal Workers?  When they officially took the name of the federal workers I 
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don't know, I know that they had it in '38 and '39, they were in the Federal Workers Section, but 
how long before that I don't know when it really started, but like you say it was the unemployed 
section and then sometime later they adopted the name the Federal Workers Section of Local 544. 

JM:  See what happened, during the strike we had the Ladies Auxiliary, they played a magnificent 
role during the strike.  After the strike was over and the activity again become, not coming to the 
strike headquarters every day the truck driver going to work or the warehousemen, his wife staying 
home minding the house and doing what housewives do, there were a few women in the Women's 
Auxiliary that began making it a political issue.  So we had to formally discharge with a vote of 
thanks and a letter of compliment the Ladies Auxiliary so we could regroup so that we weren't, this 
is between we girls, so we weren't beset by this kind of politics because there were, this played into 
the role of getting the officers, this all went together.  Cliff Hall, his wife was involved, and it 
became necessary for the welfare of the union to have an immediate election, then we had to rebuild 
it again, the Ladies Auxiliary was then rebuilt again.  But during the strike you know, all the 
working, strike activity and everything we had to discharge them, write them a nice letter of thanks 
and all and then we had to rebuild the Auxiliary.  The Federal Workers, it was still the unemployed 
section... 

SS:  Okay, now wait with the Women's Auxiliary, I'm not exactly... 

JM:  Clear? 

SS:  I think clear on what you're saying. 

JM:  Just as clear as mud? 

SS:  Yeah, yeah.  Now I know that someone has, I can't think of her name right now, Marjory Clark, 
somebody like that, wrote a paper... 

?:  Lasky. 

SS:  Lasky, right, wrote a paper on the Women's Auxiliary and you know the paper was one that 
was very critical of the role of the Teamsters in relationship to women's issues and so forth, now 
what you were saying is that the Women's Auxiliary raised the issue of housework as being... 

JM:  No, no, no, no, no, you see during the strike, early and all during the strike the Women's 
Auxiliary played a tremendous role, going down to the Courthouse, hard timing the mayor, and the 
City Council and stuff like that.  Now if you'll go off the record for a minute... [Tape clicks]  Now I 
forget where the hell we was, I get all charged up about that, Jesus, they were telling us what to do, 
what we couldn't do and what we ought to do and were trying to take over the, and we had our 
hands full I want to tell you. 

SS:  It sure sounds that way, I mean, it's you guys were doing an incredible amount of things. 

JM:  And nothing to do it with, no money... 

SS:  No money... 
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JM:  No cars... 

SS:  International fighting you... 

JM:  Yeah, and giving you nothing but hard time... 

SS:  Yeah, you mentioned like other strikes, like the Upholsterers strike, the Ornamental Iron... 

JM:  Now there were two upholsterers strikes, two upholsterers strike... 

SS:  Yeah, I was thinking of the one in '36. 

JM:  Yeah that one was kind of low key, but we helped there too. 

SS:  Ornamental Iron. 

JM:  Oh, that was one that was a good one. 

?:  Flower City. 

JM:  Flower City.  That was conducted by a guy that figured I guess as close as he could pattern 
himself to Adolph Hitler, he thought he was really the king bean and he arranged that and he had 
sleeping quarters and everything else arranged for his people, you know they kept scabs in that 
plant.  They brought them in in cars and kept them there and oh we had some vicious days on that 
one and that again was won.  And who was the guy that lead the scabs through that one, wasn't that 
our great Tom Latimer the mayor, he's the guy, he no more than got elected than he lead the scabs 
through there the first morning.  So we had to go out there at night and unlead them.  And that fight 
went on for several nights and it was a strange thing.  The city of Minneapolis, the fall of '34, or '33, 
'34, had made a demand for six armored cars, they were to be built on Ford chassises and Ray Dunn 
made quite a pitch on it in front of the Council opposing it and they were going to use them to 
prevent bank robberies.  Now who in the hell ever heard of a bank robber calling the bank and the 
chief of police saying I'm going to rob the Last National Bank on 1st and Main at 5 o'clock so be 
there.  They'd go in, rob the bank and go.  So Ray Dunn's closing remark was they can be used to 
break strikes too, that was his closing remark, he was up in front of the Council protesting it.  Well 
he got no place with his argument, he didn't win.  And that was the first and I think about the last 
instance where they tried using them cars.  Do you recall much after that? 

DS:  Using them where? 

JM:  Armored cars? 

DS:  During the WPA strike they used... 

JM:  Well that's the next one, but not, anymore? 

DS:  No. 

JM:  No.  So they come out with these armored cars.  Well they were built in such a manner that the 
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cops could only see at a certain angle, we didn't find that out at first and some guy figured out again 
if you took a bottle of milk and threw it on the windshield, that would form a film and they couldn't 
see where they were going and the poor cop is locked in there and he can't do a damn think if you 
get underneath, enough of you, cause a gun can only go at a certain distance like the Maginaw Line 
and they tip over if you get enough of them, we dumped them over and they finally had them 
withdrawn out there, but them cops out there for a couple of nights were running around shooting 
people, even on streetcars.  They got a couple of people shot on street cars, they were just wild and 
that went on for several days but that was finally won in favor of the union. 

SS:  This, now you're talking now about the WPA? 

JM:  No, I'm talking about the Flower City Ornamental Iron strike out on 25th here on the south 
side of Minneapolis.  Oh that was a hairy one too and that was one.  There wasn't a strike in 
Minneapolis that was lost and there wasn't a strike that we didn't participate in and it was no Caspar 
Milktoast stuff either and the police knew it and they knew it was coming and they respected the 
fact that we were going to be there and those that, they didn't have the Tac Squads then with the 
guns like they got water guns and mace guns and dogs but they had everything else that they could 
get. 

SS:  No rubber bullets either. 

JM:  No rubber bullets, no, I hadn't gone up against them, but yeah there wasn't a strike that I recall 
Sal that we weren't in on that we didn't help, the WPA strike.  What other big strikes was there that 
[unclear]... 

SS:  Now that WPA strike, you weren't around for it though... 

JM:  Oh I was in on part of it yeah. 

SS:  The '39 one. 

JM:  Yeah, I happened to be in the city for a few days. 

SS:  No kidding. 

JM:  Yeah, just happened to be in here you understand and they were kind of hairy too. 

SS:  Yeah, now that's one I haven't had an opportunity to read very much about... 

JM:  Don can tell you more about that, he was on deck here for most of it. 

SS:  I did run into a little narration from an artist, Sid Fossum, and he ended up in the cell with Max 
Geldman, the two of them... 

JM:  Oh yeah. 

SS:  And Sid was in the CP and so they had a long discussion in the cell and they finally had to... 
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JM:  Were they both involved in the WPA strike? 

SS:  Yeah, yeah.  So anyway... 

JM:  Well there was quite a few guys that went, women too you know, that was in, they indicted 
and sentenced a whole lot of them and Max and Ed and Walker wasn't it? 

SS:  And Carlos Hudson, didn't Carlos Hudson end up... 

JM:  Oh no, he was in the second trial.  Did he make it in the WPA? 

DS:  He was active in the WPA, I don't know if he ever got arrested and went to jail cause I had 
gone to work shortly after that, that was in '39, the fall of '39 I went to work on the railroad.  But 
during the summer when the strike started [unclear] it was spread all over the city, you had the 
Parade grounds which was mostly where the people departed for the Fort Snelling projects and then 
like you say they had artists projects, they had this and that but the main ones were the Fort Snelling 
and the sewing project down on 2nd Street where a lot of the, but there was other smaller projects 
all over where they shut them down, they had big fights, [unclear] 

JM:  What about these guys coming in the hall, you'd better relate that. 

DS:  Well that's when it started out to Fort Snelling. 

SS:  How did it start? 

DS:  Something teed the guys off, incidentally they worked a section of the Fort Snelling that was 
organized into, 100% into the Federal Workers, some of the jobs, the Federal Workers had buttons, 
union buttons and everything. 

JM:  Two bits a month dues. 

DS:  Yeah, and these guys got real upset about something that happened on the job in the morning 
and they quit and they says let's strike and they went around to the jobs end, got their trucks and 
went around to the jobs and telled everybody to strike, then they drove up to 257 Plymouth and they 
went up to Max Geldman who was the head actually of the Federal Workers Section, him and Ed 
Palmquist and they says we're on strike, what are we going to do.  Well Max says what the hell 
could I do, you got to support them, they're on strike, so yeah, then they started to get organized, so 
then they went around and shut down all the projects and then like I say the people went back to 
work the next morning and I would think on pert'i'near every project there was some scuffles, cause 
they'd come down the union hall, women with their dresses torn and that and all that but the other 
ones that didn't come to the hall looked worse, that's what the women told us, you ought to saw the 
other one, you know, this Millie or Minnie or whatever her name was, she was, her dress was torn a 
little bit, and she says but you ought to see the other one, she don't even have a dress and yeah that 
turned in.  That got real bad at the sewing project and they brought in oh I don't know the second or 
third day they brought in the well, a cop died there one morning... 

JM:  Had a heart attack. 
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DS:  Pushing against the door, yeah, from a heart attack cause they pushed so hard that you, if you 
was up close to the door there was nothing you could do, I mean you just, and he happened to be up 
there, he's guarding the door but these other guys are pushing and he died of a heart attack and the 
next day out there, and that's when they had the armored cars parked in front, they had a couple of 
them and they were sitting there and there was no way into them you know but you could stop, they 
had shutes where they shot the tear gas out and if you, you could kind of peak in and when they get 
ready to shoot like he said they couldn't see too good from out there but they could shoot straight 
out, you could close that and they did, one guy got lucky, just as he shot he closed the shutter and it, 
the can fell inside that little, little car, well that, they had to get the hell out of that one and, but 
when they moved [unclear] in in force, them armored cars, the city police, the highway patrol come 
with them big laced gloves they wore, you know the big heavy motorcycle mitts, but they're leaded 
the damn things, they chased everybody from this side of the street over to the other side of the 
street and then they stayed on this side and then they started shooting the tear gas, not only out of 
the cars, but they had guns too.  People were up on the building and that, and there was a guy up 
there, he was some kind of a detective, he was in plainclothes and they were shooting and one guy 
got shot right through the arm, one of the pickets, the bullet went right straight through, all the way 
through, left a hole, didn't even bleed, they took him down to the hospital.  And that's when you, in 
this thing, in the crowd was milling in the streets and that you know they didn't move too fast even 
though the cops were pushing them and Jesus here comes an out of state car with an Iowa plate on 
it, beep, you know, get through, had a phony piece of paper stuck in the hat for press, press coming 
through and he was herding the police with the car and it turns out to be him. 

SS:  That was Jack, okay. 

DS:  Yeah, oh God, yeah, that, and I don't know how many guys got shot down there that day, you 
know, with bullets, besides tear gas, hundreds of them shot with tear gas and sick and that can make 
you awful sick... 

JM:  Oh yeah vomit gas. 

DS:  Cause I got it and I got cramps where I doubled, actually doubled up cause I got in a position 
where they got me in a blind alley and the only way out was to run the way I came in which was 
loaded with tear gas and I had to breathe, and finally I swallowed some [unclear] and boy that's 
terrible, God that'll make you sick. 

SS:  Yeah. 

JM:  Makes you sick for a long time too. 

DS:  And what really precipitated the strike, besides probably that little incident that tipped it off at 
Fort Snelling was they were cutting the budget, they, and there was going to be a lay-off even on 
WPA, how about that, they was gonna lay the WPA off cause the money was, and at that time the 
budget wasn't all that big, $40 million I think for the whole United States, see, and of course there'd 
been skirmishes but mostly arguments and demonstrations because that $60.50 a month that you 
got working on the WPA didn't cover an awful lot of guys, that was all right for a guy who can get 
by on $60.50 a month.  But a guy with a larger family who's actually his direct relief budget was 
bigger, at which they used to call it, you get it every week or every two weeks, to revive you again, 
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that's you know, you go down and get your relief order to revive you so you can probably make it to 
the next one.  Well the guy with the big, he was actually getting more on direct relief than he would 
by working on the WPA cause when you went to work on the WPA everything else stopped, except 
in the city of Minneapolis they did succeed, the Federal Workers succeeded in getting what they 
called supplementary relief which was a coal, coal and incidentals... 

JM:  Yeah, gas and light and water... 

DS:  You know cause... 

JM:  In some cases rent. 

DS:  And, but still I know guys that had 5-6 kids that absolutely refused to go to work on WPA 
because it would cut their relief budget see and they say that's one thing if you ever stress public 
works, Jesus make sure they get union wages or a fair wage because you got worse on the WPA and 
on those projects because there was no way to get better, if you got any money at all you got cut off 
for relief and the only way you could do it by working there would be going down, you couldn't go 
up because as soon as you accumulate anything you got cut off Relief and probably got charged 
with fraud you know because you couldn't get by on the budget, the WPA budget, so the only way 
you could get was to work some other job or something, which we were supposed to report if you 
didn't report it, you was working under fraudulent conditions, one way or another, it's like 
unemployed insurance today, you're supposed to report if you make any monies and then they'd if 
you made $10 some place, they'd cut it off your budget, so there was no way to get ahead under 
WPA and you just kept going getting lower and lower, you couldn't, if a guy started on WPA, if he 
had an equity or anything like that, after he worked a couple of years on WPA he didn't have 
nothing, they just made you a pauper, in fact you had to sign the pauper's oath to get it anyway.  
And, yeah, it was bad times coming again, right around the corner, they're..., yeah.  But that's what 
really started it, the guys, was the cuts, they were gonna cut them, just like today people are getting 
mad, you're getting mad about a wage cut, and that's what was happening, it was going to happen 
on WPA. 

JM:  And they were starting in other parts of the country too you know. 

SS:  Sure, oh yeah. 

DS:  Oh yeah, there were other protestings.  The reason Minneapolis got played up probably so big 
because there was some violence in the city of Minneapolis, but there again that was all the police.  
The police had no business at the sewing projects and if they have stayed completely away, you 
know, nothing would have really happened.  [Unclear] went out there with the banner and the 
crowds, and nothing would have happened, it was when they decided to open those doors is when it 
happened.  They started pushing and shoving and then they'd come in and start shooting.  You 
know I don't really remember, I know there was a guy killed at sewing projects, one of the pickets 
died from being shot or something.  It wasn't this guy in the arm cause I'm pretty sure I know his 
name and he didn't die. 

SS:  I imagine that that could be found out by going back through he newspapers of the time.  Well 
I wanted you to get a chance to talk a little bit about organizing the over the road drivers. 
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DS:  You's talking about support. 

SS:  Ah hah. 

DS:  You got four hundred people from the sewing project, 8 o'clock in the morning, this goes on 
all day long, it's on the noon news and that, four, five six o'clock at night and when the drivers and 
that was getting off work, they'd put in their day, heard about it, down to the sewing projects, so by 
6-7-8 o'clock at night there was quite a crowd there and who were they, they guys that had just got 
through work and they went down after work, yeah, they supported that, I mean the active drivers, 
not only the Federal Workers but the actual guys who had jobs who were down there. 

SS:  Ah ha. 

DS:  Now you can go to him. 

SS:  Okay.  All right.  Okay, let me... 

END TAPE NINE, SIDE ONE 

TAPE NINE, SIDE TWO 

JM:  What do we want to talk about now? 

SS:  I wanted to get some of your experiences organizing the over the road drivers. 

JM:  Okay. 

SS:  You were also building up to the area conference, but we got a little bit distracted by all these 
other strikes which... 

JM:  Yeah, well that was [unclear] 

SS:  That was part of it, yeah... 

JM:  That was by design.  Well after the readmittance into the AF of L and now with the help of the 
International through Pat Corcoran being friendly, which kind of neutralized Tolbin, we were able 
to help many of the smaller local unions, Hastings, Faribault, Mason City, Iowa, Grand Rapids, 
Minnesota, Fargo, North Dakota, Eau Claire Wisconsin, Superior, just countless numbers of towns 
would come to us and we had a method of helping them which was not always the only matter, but 
it sure helped.  We put the leverage on them.  If trucks from Punkenville would come in and they 
belonged to a non-union trucking company, where the company out there were having trouble, well 
we'd harass the hell out of them or quit them loading altogether.  And the theory was that if you're 
going to load that truck mister you go ahead and load it but that's all you'll load at this dock, cause 
nobody else is gonna work doing anything else, not with that, just that cold blooded, Sal, it had to 
be and so we were pretty successful and in earlier, we had some bad luck.  In 1935, Local 173 in 
Fargo North Dakota wanted help right after the 1934 strike and Mickey Dunn went up there as a 
business agent and the strike was called, Farrell and I went up and Arthur LeSueur, the attorney, 
and we stayed there for several days and Farrell explains it in the book and we were chased out of 

Twen
tie

th 
Cen

tur
y R

ad
ica

lis
m in

 M
inn

es
ota

 

Oral
 H

ist
ory

 P
roj

ec
t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



the state of North Dakota, Dobbs, I, Dunn, LeSueur, we lived at the Comstock Hotel in Moorhead, 
we ran back in to Fargo whenever we could.  Harry DeBoer was up there, other people, Bob 
Cramer come up.  Finally the strike, Tolbin pulled the charter, not at the very beginning but in the 
process and the strike was lost.  That was a defeat and about the only one that I can recall during 
that period of time.  Later on, Jack Worth, now the drivers, the milk drivers in Fargo managed to 
come out with an agreement, but the general drivers did not.  So Tolbin yanked the contract, yanked 
the charter, and sometime later Jack Worth was instrumental in getting another charter and bringing 
up the issue and we succeeded then in winning the points there.  So we noted, we were encroaching 
farther east and also farther west.  Now we had some places that were weak, Des Moines, Iowa, 
Sioux City, Sioux Falls, and particularly Omaha.  We had no contact, hardly at all.  And Sioux Falls 
had asked the summer of '37, oh there was a meeting held in Cloquet and we set up the formation of 
a council, a lot of people attended.  And then we went on to give some assistance and we then 
decided that it would be necessary to have people go out permanently to organize and maintain 
permanent and day to day organization, contact and structure.  So Farrell come to me and he says do 
you suppose you can help out for a while, well I didn't like it because you know we were getting 
now where we had things pretty much our own way in the city and all those trying years were 
behind us.  I said okay, I'll go for a while, well I went forever, because I never did get back.  Well 
the first place I went they sent out first Happy Holstein to Sioux Falls, then I went out to give him a 
hand and Happy was a fine fellow after 5 o'clock at night til about 1 o'clock in the morning or two, 
when the bars were running, he was a hale fellow, well met and he could talk a good job to the guys 
after quitting time in the bars, but he wasn't too much with the men and he had a speech problem, 
he stuttered and stuttered and stuttered and he wasn't too sincere in my opinion, never was.  Well he 
and I stayed in Sioux City...in Sioux Falls, we come back to Minneapolis for a while, in the 
meantime we struck the transfer employers in Sioux Falls, we had a strike of about 14 days.  We 
won the strike.  Now we had a problem, Sal, and this is a difficult one, the employers saw that we 
were making success so what they were doing was urging their employees to write to the 
International, they were setting up company unions, write to the International, get a charter and then 
they'd set up a mickey mouse agreement with them for 18 cents or something, well not that bad.  
But for a ridiculously low wage for a long period of time, so when we run into them we had to tell 
them now look, don't extend the thing, don't go in and ask for more money, now that's a pretty hard 
thing to do, when they're getting 40-45 cents an hour and the employer indicates that he'll give them 
another nickel, that's 2-1/2 to 3 dollars an hour the way they're working, it's hard to talk guys out of 
accepting that.  We had to do that as much as we had to organize new people.  That sounds 
phenomenal, but you had unions where the companies would say well the four of us are setting here 
and the boss'd come in and say hey why don't you guys get a charter and figure out who's going to 
be the boss and you go and get that, we'll run it our own way, now this happened more than once.  
So the employers were setting that up.  Where they weren't setting that up they were firing the guys 
as they heard they got in the union, we had to reinstate guys, get them back on the job before we 
had a chance to even get them organized.  And then we had determined that we could not organize 
over the road people and sign them to contract because if we did that would shoot down our 
program, we had to have one universal agreement for the entire area and at that time when we first 
started out we did not have anything east, well we didn't have Milwaukee, Chicago or anything east 
of Madison, Wisconsin, hardly.  But we figured we was gonna get that corridor and lock them up to 
a minimum wage and at the same time try to move east.  Well we were fortunate in getting a hold 
of Red O'Laughlin and we were fortunate that Sandy O'Brian had had his eye to windward, but 
when we were out organizing in the first beginning, we didn't have any guarantee that we were 
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going to be able to use Chicago as a hub.  So we were figuring on using what we could that were 
dependent on the Minneapolis Terminal, there we were secure.  That was in the fall of '37.  It wasn't 
until March of '38 that we were able to get assurances that we were going to get Sandy O'Brian to 
support us.  Well that made the picture a little bit different, but while we were out there we had 
trouble in Sioux City, I mean Sioux Falls.  When I went into Sioux City late in the fall of '37, we 
started organizing there, went down to Omaha and I was able there to meet, I'd met Louis Miller 
earlier, but I was able to get them to come in and support the theory.  We then went over and 
packed up in Des Moines.  Now we had the bigger cities in the group committed to go along with 
this and we had a situation in the fall of '37 in Omaha, about an election of officers, it meant a good 
lot who was gonna get elected and we were fortunate in getting a good slate with the exception of 
the president, he wasn't too good, we didn't care much about him.  But you can only do on a rank 
and file vote what the members vote in, you got to work with the tools at hand.  So we were 
building and then we had trouble with some of the truck lines, they'd deliberately fire people, create 
situations, trying to provoke a situation where they could probably force some sort of a mediocre 
settlement or no settlement and find a way that they could break through but we were fortunate in 
getting support.  Now we also had the problem in Chicago.  Chicago to this day, the local drivers do 
not belong to the International Brotherhood of Teamsters.  They belonged earlier to what was called 
the Chicago Brotherhood of Teamsters and I forget what their name is today, it might be the same 
thing, but they belong to Local 705 and they control the city docks in Chicago and some road work 
out of there.  And they belonged years and years ago, they were controlled by the Tu-ee Mob and 
today they've got away from that quite a bit but the remnants of it are still there, so when we had 
trouble before we had contracts and we had trouble in Chicago we had to go personally to the 
offices of the Chicago union and explain our situation, the first three or four times, then we were 
able to do it by telephone, had to go in, set down and talk with them and tell them look, we're not 
trying to high grade your barn, we've got some problems, this guy's trying to weasel out, we've got a 
problem with him.  Once they understood that you were on the square, that you weren't trying to 
steal their barn, that you were up and up, all you wanted was something for the men, they were right 
down the line with you.  As a matter of fact, in a couple of instances they sent out business agents 
with us so the guys on the dock would know that we were on the square, that we weren't somebody 
else.  So we had that.  Now we had difficulty within the framework of the IBT, there were certain 
officials in the IBT that didn't want to see the area contracts.  It was going to destroy their little 
kingdoms, Cammie, Enwold, St. Louis...in Kansas City, Cammie in St. Louis, Ed Murphy in 
Cleveland, Henry Burger was the general organizer in Chicago, John Picago was the general 
organizer in Milwaukee.  These guys didn't want us around, because they were on the take, they'd 
walk in and make a deal and they'd tell the employer okay, gimme 500 and I think I can push it 
through.  Well they'd whistle up the telephone and tell [unclear] hey I got a note for you if you'll do 
this.  A note met a hundred dollars.  I got a couple of notes, and that's the way they, that was the 
labor relations, strictly on dollar bills, that's the way they were operating.  And even after the area 
agreement was in effect they were trying to shoot it down, and if you look in one of Farrell's books 
he makes reference to them.  So, but Tolbin by this time was hip to the bastards and he had called 
Farrell in and their face fell afoot when they say Farrell there.  So we had all this problem and then 
right early in before the, you could get the negotiations started the contract that had been negotiated 
by the bunch of guys in Omaha, they struck the biggest contractor, none of them belonged to the 
union.  They struck Watson Brothers one night at about 6 o'clock which is the key time in a big 
trucking company, they just shut him down, his entire system with the exception of Denver.  
Chicago, Kansas City, St. Louis, Omaha, Sioux City, they shut them all down, not one man 
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belonged to the union and they brought Watson to his knees and signed an agreement and the guy 
who's the ringleader in that, his son is a trustee of Local 120, he brought, we may see him tonight.  
He's now been elected, he's been a truck driver for years and Lou lived in Minneapolis and he was 
involved in the same beef I was that we went to prison on.  Well we had that to go and of course all 
the employers are testing us because they're hoping we're going to fall on our face some place along 
the line.  A couple of them thought we were joking, we had to tie them up, shut them down and we 
won in each case.  Now part of it, we weren't so goddamn all cocky tough and smart, we were just 
lucky too you know, luck plays a role in this you know.  So we figured out the best we could but we 
don't always win for everything.  So we finally managed to break through all these things, we had 
the bakery strike in Sioux City, we had some other short strikes in some of the terminals, we finally 
concluded the bakery strike, no problems, everything went smooth.  We got into the negotiations, 
we concluded the agreement, we settled the whole eastern part of the eleven states, got the state of 
Minnesota, North Dakota, Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri, parts of Kansas and South Dakota, nothing 
doing, and we were on strike for 22 weeks and we finally established the agreement.  We got the 
contract into effect.  Of course about that time Roosevelt starts in on us, harassing us, indicting us, 
persecuting us, chasing us around, picking us up for every goddamn thing now. 

SS:  I have to put a stop to it here because we're about ready for the building to.... 

JM:  Okay, fine. 

END INTERVIEW 
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