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CH:  ...[unclear] out here, Mr. Jervi and Dr. Kosiak and the distance is we're old friends but we 
haven't had a chance to practice. 

?:  Great. 

CH:  So I'll tell you, in World War I, that's when I had my beginning, I was in Detroit, Michigan, 
that's a big town and I was only a country boy learning my trade of pipe fitting and I had put in a 
couple, two and a half years, up near Ashland, Wisconsin and so the mechanics up there, they told 
me you had to go to a big city now where you get a variety of work so then my first town was 
Detroit, Michigan and I was just as much a small town hick as anybody could be because I hadn't 
been to no big town before, see.  So, what I, moped around to get acquainted and I found that ideas 
that I'd held for many years, that they would be propagated systematically by the Socialist Party of 
America and they, as near as I can understand they got their origin not in the cities, they got their 
origin in the plain states, up in the Dakotas and the places where there were big farms.  The farmers 
were urged to modernize, to take care of the huge you know business they was going to get out of 
World War I so they done it and World War I came and the only one that made any money was the 
big rich capitalists and, like in all other wars, and the farmers they went on a political war and as 
good as they could promote socialism in those days, that was, took courage and it took intelligence. 
 You had to know how to state the facts and support the facts.  Well then it finally moved into St. 
Paul and then moved into the state of Illinois and it got, it never went so very well in Wisconsin 
where I was raised.  But we had a man there, a family, the LaFollette family, they was always a high 
grade family.  They were Republicans alright in name but in actually practice they were genuine 
men of the people as long as they stayed alive.  And so they had no need really for that kind of a 
protest movement as much as they did in several other states.  So then they was starting to hold big 
meetings in Detroit, and I had never seen a big meeting before and they filled the biggest halls and 
meeting places that there was in Detroit finally and the opposition [sic] of the Socialist movement 
was supported in large part by all kinds of people.  They came to those meetings and they 
applauded to beat hell, they didn't know much of anything else but they applauded, so we had good 
speakers and a man like Eugene Victor Debs, he was kind of a grandfather, you'd see that as soon as 
he got up before an audience of people, but he was a kind of a head man, he was from Terre Haute, 
Indiana, see, so he was the hero of well the number one hero you might say of the Socialist 
movement at that time.  And so he was a man that had an appeal together with his age and 
everything that I never sat in an audience and was so affected that it almost brought me to tears, I 
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had all I could do, the appeals that he made, see.  So then we found, we had dozens of speakers and 
they were self-made people the same as I am today and so but how did they do it, they had 
proletarian study groups in Michigan more than any other state that I know of and that got to be 
very strong in Detroit and so then after the world war was over with then people it just seemed like 
they wanted to scatter, they scattered the same group that was the socialist educators in Detroit, they 
moved to Chicago and they built a big well it wasn't a big building but I mean a large following in 
Chicago and that was at the Robic Street, that's the main town that crosses north and south and then 
there was another street I can't remember its name, it has a name but it was 1600 north and that's 
where that Proletarian University was, they had a big hall and those leaders that were from Detroit, 
they all came to move over there and they became a part of a huge educational system on socialism. 
 So I said well I was encouraged to, and I believe in it and so forth and so they said well they said 
you're a very promising young man, you have a good appearance and you have the ability that when 
you learn something you seem to be pretty sharp so they said we think you're a very good prospect.  
So those speakers who was afraid to speak during the World War I so that they were, if they did 
they'd get in jail just like Victor Debs did, he got put in jail for four years you know, so he may have 
been pardoned for some of the time but that was his sentence you know so the other speakers then, 
they didn't speak very much, they took a kind of a vacation and they remained more quiet and they 
said it's a matter of breaking in jail or staying out of the open, although the best thing they done was 
not speak very much.  So those people who were great speakers themselves they helped to train me, 
that's where I got a chance to get a little special attention and God they were strict.  The socialist 
classics, all that Karl Marx wrote and the other ones, they, you had to know them forwards and 
backwards and, so after the years of training that I had listening in Detroit and the other things that I 
had participated in in Chicago I was, I was training towards becoming a speaker someday and that 
was the height of ambition to be able to do that.  So I went to school there, we had one fellow from 
Scotland, his name was John Karaker, he seemed to me, have the character to keep everybody 
around him, he was a chain owner of shoe stores, come from Scotland to America, he started in 
setting up that kind of business here and finally he got so wrapped up in socialism that he gave up 
his shoe store business and he devoted all his time to the educational part and the total welfare of 
the proletarian families around, that came around and were influenced by our leadership.  So about 
1924-25 I was allowed to speak in Chicago, I couldn't speak nationally but I was allowed to speak 
in Chicago and it's a tremendous city, Chicago, the Machinists Union has a hell of a big 
membership you know and we got 15-20 locals in Chicago alone see, the Typographical Union, that 
is another big union, number 16, geez that was a tremendous, they were very socialist minded 
anyway you know so that you had an opportunity for speaking there and then the United Clothing 
Workers they was always very socialist minded union and so you had a, many places to go to speak 
there and so that's how I put in my first time in 1920...1924 I got routed and they was plenty 
particular.  They sent a man right with you and if you made a quotation from any one of the socialist 
classics and didn't do it right, they wrote it on the slip of paper and you was put on the carpet with, 
after the meeting was over, that's how strict they were.  So they said we're not going to have no 
fools going around advocating socialism, you got to know what you're talking about.  So then the 
next thing that comes into the picture, the Russian Revolution took place about the same time, 1917 
is when the Russian Revolution took place, so the Socialist Party that we built and we thought was 
pretty great, it was charged with discord, people brought up that this electing people for governor 
and electing people for you know Milwaukee, I said that's a great activity for training people but as 
far as getting results and taking the power away from the rich capitalist son of bitches, you'll never 
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succeed that way, and that's the word they used too.  So the Russian Revolution became the 
Fatherland of the world and that takes years for that to spread you know but we had groups in many 
cities where we were strong socialists like in oh one of the outstanding places was Rochester, New 
York, had been a great socialist center there, and they was, for some reason they was older and 
bigger in numbers than they were anywhere else there, the communist revolt was tremendous, and 
in Detroit we had the same thing, we had revolts and people would go to their own meetings 
because they said the Russian Revolution showed that, they had one man by the name of Alexander 
Karinsky and they say he was in office for four or six months and we had to throw him out and 
when we put the ideas of Nikolai Lenin who was the best Marxist in the last 100 years I'd say, a 
genius really, and he was living in Switzerland in exile and he was released during that period and 
he took charge and he threw Alexander Karinsky out and the violent revolutionary methods that the 
so-called Bolsheviks used, they were the left of all the socialist minded people in the Soviet, in 
Russia then, because it was not the Soviet Union yet as they get power and so forth and all that 
developed later on.  Anyway they threw him out and Nikolai Lenin was the boss and for quite a 
long time Leon Trotsky was second to only Lenin, but something happened there that's never been 
made clear to me during my whole lifetime just why Trotsky got in the doghouse politically, he got 
in the doghouse, shoved out more and more and more and wherever he was he tried to form new 
groups, but he disagreed with the majority opinion someway and they just didn't trust him anymore, 
so he got shoved out.  And so when a man's put in a lifetime like Leon Trotsky had there's a lot of 
tragedy when a man as great as that and a man as devoted as that gets shoved out.  Don't think that 
that it wasn't tragic, it was tragic.  You can't live by sentiments, you've got to live by facts, you've 
got to be tough sometimes see and the toughness is the only damn thing that pays off.  So that, we 
had that in the United States.  Well then in 1925 I was allowed to make my first national speaking 
tour and so I was working in Chicago at my trade of pipe fitting, it was a hell of a good place to 
work, Chicago is, you get big raises, when the average raise is around 15-18 dollars a week I got it a 
check every Friday for close to $100, not exactly a $100 but close to it and I worked [unclear] 
protection, all along Michigan Avenue there, [unclear] in Chicago, drove from downtown and as 
soon as you get past the Tribune Tower then those are the buildings.  And then there's one famous 
clothing, socialist publishing company, Charles H. Kerr Publishing Company, that was at 310 or so 
East Ohio Street and John Karaker from the Proletarian Study Group, he took charge of that and he 
made a hell of a success out of it.  So a hell of a lot, it's the biggest publishing house on socialism, 
pure socialist literature in the whole world I think, see, as far as I know.  And a lot of things may 
have happened since then, but at that time, that's the way it was so we sold box after box after box 
after of the socialist classes, including Marx's Das Kapital, I had, used to have three volumes here, 
it was over 800 pages in it, nobody ever learns, can take the time to learn to do that, you got to learn 
to do that at home, but you can value price and profit and all the other socialist classics.  You read 
those first, you get, it's normal to be able to know those and they'll give you plenty of good enough 
hard-line that you'll do things yourself anyway that you go, see.  So then I had to tell you about this 
first trip to New York City.  And I was told by the old time socialists that they got a place in New 
York City, they call that Union Square and that's the biggest goddamn outdoor speaking spot and 
most famous that there is in the world, perhaps.  They might have something similar to that in 
London, but they wouldn't have it nowhere else.  So they said if we was you we would, since your 
young and everything and there's a bunch of rascals that hang around there that just enjoy getting 
somebody tangled up, he said they're good at many different kinds of subjects and so they said the 
first trip you make to New York City, why don't you just skip Union Square.  But I had so much 

Twen
tie

th 
Cen

tur
y R

ad
ica

lis
m in

 M
inn

es
ota

 

Oral
 H

ist
ory

 P
roj

ec
t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



4 

damn luck speaking, when I left Chicago I never had no trouble answering any questions, I spoke 
right on the edge of Ypsilanti was just an edge of the University of Michigan you know and boy 
there was plenty of intellectual activity around there, so I had a meeting in Ypsilanti and I drew that 
University crowd there, I didn't have no trouble at all there, and I didn't have no trouble anywhere 
else so I just threw my chest out a little farther, the hell I'm not going to miss the Union Square, so I 
went there to speak and I was used to drawing up speeches, being a theoretician and a writer of 
speeches and stuff like that and so forth, all you need after your training to speak is the outline but 
you may miss you know so I wrote a two hour speech to explain the craziness of the present society 
and the need for a better society, it was a two hour speech.  And I think I had everything in there 
from [unclear] to the very finest thing.  I wasn't going to give anybody any chance to get at me or 
that I left anything out and so it took me two hours to deliver that.  Well the Bealer Boys were there 
and when I, they worked their way in and they wanted some discussion and they wanted the right to 
make some comments and they wanted the right also to ask questions and so they were pretty good, 
I have to give them credit for that, but I said no, I said you have gone into a tremendous field and I 
said I've turned down a pretty big job here I said, I said I spoke for two hours already and I said I 
covered the entire field, I said that is involved, I said when you describe the difference between 
society, a crazy cock-eyed society you call capitalism and I said a sane society, it's still to prove its 
sanity and its betterness in the future, we make a lot of boastful claims that we're going to make 
great improvements, but we haven't got one part, one place in the world where we've had authority 
where we get a chance to prove that.  So they, it took me an hour and a half to answer, so it had to 
be three and a half hours that I spoke, but Jesus I had a lot of power you know, it's a strong physical 
power and then hell of a strong voice.  I suppose you noticed that, my voice carries awful easy, I've 
got to be awful careful that they can hear me the length of the whole damn building here you know, 
so...  Well that was my trip to New York, and when I got through with that why I grew, I'll tell you, 
the feeling that goes into your body of having confidence and you've just about gone over the 
toughest ones and you come out on top, and you get a feeling of, that there's nothing but experience 
that can really tell you what it is, you get the feeling there.  These are all donated meetings, I 
worked ‘til I found I could afford a two month's trip.  They laid out the trip for you and made the 
arrangements for the meetings ahead of time..  You had to pay your own way, I had a 1928 Dodge, 
well it's a, what kind of a car that's all closed in and it was [unclear], it's a...not an open car with 
side [unclear], closed in, sedan, so I remodel that so that the front seats would be inched and they 
dropped down.  Then I had made a homemade mattress and homemade spring that I could lay in 
there just wide enough for one man and then I had a [unclear] and that you could cook a meal, go 
out in the country and cook a meal there and then when you get through cooking a meal, sit around 
for a while and you could go right to bed without having a huge expense you know for staying in a 
building where you had to pay your way.  So that's the way I made the trip, otherwise it would not 
have been financially possible because it would have cost too much to make, so I says I want to 
make my contribution and I want to get the experience and so I said I want to go.  So it took about a 
month on the way down, it took about the same length of time coming back.  So now that's the 
beginning and that gives you an idea, there's nothing like an audience for educating, you got any 
information or books laying around, by God that gives you the information, you'll keep them with 
you, I'm going to, I'm going to take him apart.  When i get a chance to take him apart tomorrow, and 
I'm going to quote from so and so and such and such, and so that way we're all that way and we was 
taught to be that way, they said the information is here and so if you wanted to be, you wanted to be 
a good speaker, don't leave anything undone, see, and so it's better to speak a few extra words than 
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anyone walking around thinking that you left something out.  So that's the way I got my training, 
that's why I'm different.  So now when I came to Minnesota, I got to give you a background there, I 
tried to organize one those tours, I tried to organize the third party see, we couldn't say communism 
because the Communist Party didn't exist in America, they was just a part of the opposition of the 
socialist movement.  And both of them was breaking up, you'd find groups of 25-30 like in 
Rochester, New York, hell it was nothing to run into a bunch of them that were communist, but 
they were no longer declared themselves to be socialist-minded [unclear] they wanted to be better 
than that.  And so they were head of a strong group there and so on my east, so I stopped at 
Rochester because I knew about them and I'd learned so much to respect them for through the 
movement back there in Chicago and back in Detroit where I had to work to make a living.  Well so 
this, I am pretty thorough and I'm not afraid of anybody and I've proven it since I've come up here, I 
went from Chicago to, I was met by George Meany, right in front of the union hall, that was in the 
fall of 1930.  He had made up his mind he was going to get me to me the hell out of the political 
movement some ways and so he met me down in front of the union hall at 408 South Levitt Street 
and that was our meeting place, we didn't go inside, we done all our talking right on the street and 
he said he wanted me for a, he wanted me for one of his assistants and he said you know how that 
is, he went to the trouble of explaining, he said when you go out to negotiate with the contractor he 
says you negotiate for yourself first.  When you get a settlement an agreeable settlement with him 
and get the money that you're going to get out of it, see, then you talk about the problem of wages 
and working conditions for the working class.  That's how they told me, right straight up.  So that's 
equal to telling me when you become one of my officials you can shake and shake and shake 
[unclear] you're so rich you won't need any more money, so I'm sure that there was nothing like that 
in my system that I ever wanted to, I've never had any difficulties putting honesty ahead of 
everything else and, an audience needs a rest, when you've got a good audience, you got to, we 
found out that they got to be rested and so this is the place where, for me to recite that verse, I used 
to have quite a few verses that I could recite, but this one covers the question of honesty.  "Truth 
like sunshine may be obscured, then all harm must be endured (sometimes I use the word you know 
all hell must be endured) until truth like sunshine reappears, to banish human fears."  Close your fist 
[unclear] and hold it in the air like that, see so the audience goes wild you know when you do little 
things like that, give them a chance to rest and give them a chance to start over, they may have quite 
a few ideas that they want to make a part of the meeting and so, anyway that verse came back to me 
with tremendous force when I was talking to George Meany so I didn't, I was damn careful though 
because he could kill people, just hire a man, a professional killer and there was one plumber's 
business agent in Chicago whose name was Charlie Mulcahie and he was the Plumber's and the 
Sprinkler Fitters and the Gas Fitters and Steam Fitters were separate units inside of the International 
Pipefitters Union, so this Charlie Mulcahie he had opposed George Meany for some time, I don't 
know the whole history of it, but he had him killed at 10 o'clock right in front of his own union hall, 
a hired killer.  So when I was a talking to George Meany, I wasn't so often careful as I, careless, I 
was talking as careful as I ever knew how to talk in my life.  I wanted to say no, I'm not going to 
enter into no such a goddamn skin game as what you're insinuating here at all.  I didn't say anything 
like that I just said well I said I'm a very young man and I said look at me I says physically I says, I 
don't want to sit in no parlor, sit in a rocking chair or in an office, I says I ain't fit for that.  I says that 
might be possible 50 years from now, but, might have some attraction but now I want to work in 
my trade.  I want to cut pipe and I said I want to thread pipe and I want to put it in and I want to be a 
damn good mechanic around here in competition with all the others.  So I said this doesn't fit in 
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with that, so he made other things, statements to make it more in writing, but I just found it very 
valuable to be kind of dumb and unreceptive.  So, anyhow it didn't take long before we had another 
meeting, wait now I've got to adjust this [whistling sound]...there, well so, George Meany come 
back again but he just didn't have a hell of lot to say to me cause he had played his trump card at the 
first meeting and I didn't fall for it and I was very evasive about telling him that I don't want to 
become dishonest and I didn't make no boastful remarks about that, I was goddamn careful, I'll tell 
you because I said I know that if he don't like me all he's got to do is to point out to the killer that he 
hires where in the hell I am and what habits are and just have me drilled [unclear].  So he come 
back the second time and so there wasn't very much to the meeting, he had to move that I was 
impossible and so he asked me if I had my union card with me and I said of course I said the union 
man has that in the choice spot in the pocket book where you can slide it right out I said right in a 
minute and show it to the other fellow workers that you work with.  So I said I've got my union, I 
was [unclear] I had no idea what was going to happen, he just took my union card, tore it up into 
small pieces about the size of a quarter, threw them on top of my feet.  He wanted to show me that I 
wasn't going to speak any more and that my intellectual freedom, the right to believe in socialism 
and whatever the socialist movement would change to, I would go along with all that, that wouldn't, 
that was not going to exist anymore.  And I wasn't meeting, going to be travelling around the United 
States like I had before and he was going to show me that there was determination behind it, so that 
ended that meeting.  So that just ended my affairs with George Meany.  So I never was [unclear] or 
indetermined but I was also charged with fear, I said I'm talking to a man that's got power and so I 
don't want this name, I don't want it to go circulated because I found out that the harm that 
somebody could do that gets a grudge against you over knowing some of this stuff, there is, is 
enormous and so we don't mention the name of these people it's much wiser.  So that's the way I'm 
doing now.  And I'm going to come back to show you how realistic that is after a while.  So that is 
my end with George Meany, I had no more dealings with him and he has no more to do with me, he 
has laid his trump card and won and so I says now it's up to me to find a new way to live the way I 
want to live and I said and still continue to do what I believe in, so...  

TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO 

CH:  ...and so I went to get the cheaper living quarters, light housekeeping rooms was my style and 
so I wasn't working and I wasn't able to spend very lavishly and so I got very very low price 
housekeeping rooms in the cheaper neighborhoods, you know houses were older and all that and so 
I moved over there and I thought, I started thinking over what in the hell I was going to do to 
remodel my life.  It was a challenge for a young man and it was younger that I was.  So I was just 
eating groceries and thinking things over and somebody from Chicago called me and I [unclear] 
that one place where I think it's necessary to have the address that was between Irving Park 
Boulevard and Fullerton Avenue.  And then it was west of Cicero and it was towards the Waukegan 
Road if you're acquainted around there, it was close, getting closer and closer to the Waukegan 
Road, and it was all new neighborhoods, the real estate company that built six-seven hundred 
houses out there and the Depression came and they couldn't get a damn nickel out of them, nobody 
could afford to pay rent.  So somebody called me from there and they said Clarence, they said, can 
you come out here and help us, they said, they told me what the trouble was, they said there, people 
are being evicted by the hundreds, because the landlord goes to court and he gets a legal eviction 
notice and I said he comes home and rudely he throws whole families out.  And he said the typical 
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face he says is young children, some three-four years old and he says beautiful little young girls or 
something and he said it may be a snowy day and he said the snow was going down the back of 
their neck and he says it's melting in, down the water he says and so he says Clarence, you're the 
only one that knows, and I said everybody has got a representative, the landlord has gone to court 
and he's got court action, they got some authority behind him, the government don't know a damn 
thing about anything and so I said this is just the action that people take that finally go broke and 
can't pay rent and the landlord says I can't keep them going anymore because they're sinking me too 
so he goes to court and he's brutal about it.  So they repeated to me but they said those people out on 
the streets, he says they're humanity, they're the ones that you always said you was for and you was 
always stayed on their side and they haven't got no one to speak a word for them.  Well I said how 
in the world I said am I going to make a living out there, I said I got to have food and I've got to 
have a place to sleep.  Oh they said that's the easiest part of the whole thing, you come out here 
we'll move you from one place and you'll never have even a poor place, he says you come out here 
and I'll, I said well I have no remedies I said I can't tell you that I can tell the landlord not to throw 
them out.  I says I can't tell you anything I said because what he's doing is what almost any landlord 
would do.  So I says you can't actually get down and start discussing that and the hundreds of 
people I said that haven't got the money to move, and they haven't got the money to pay rent 
nowhere.  So I said I don't know what the hell the remedy is for that.  And I said I'm willing to come 
out and I said I've never deserted humanity and I said I've got a short philosophy, I said as soon as a 
child is born they belong to the human race and I said that's the ones I'm supposed to be a partner 
for, so I said, I'm supposed to be the spokesman for those people that's out in the middle of the 
street, so I said I'll come out there but I says I can't promise you any results at all.  And I says any 
time you get tired of feeding me just tell me and I'll get out of there.  The first three weeks I couldn't 
think of a damn thing, nothing I could think of doing, but the fourth week, then something came to 
me.  This is what came to me, the idea came to me that we had to teach the government and we had 
to teach the people in the community and we had to teach the relatives of the ones that was 
unemployed and don't think that people didn't bunch up.  I went to one apartment I said, and there 
was a four room typical apartment still with the plumbing and the kitchen and one bedroom and all 
and there were seventeen people laying on the floor at eight o'clock with different kinds of rags for 
covering on them, in that apartment.  It was enough to drive you to tears just that one case, and I 
said there is many others much worse than that well I says people in desperation I said trying to 
perpetuate life, I said some way, some way some shape or form, so I said well I said here's what 
we're going to do now.  I said I will not represent anybody or take a delegation from anybody with 
less than 100 members, out in Chicago on the northwest side it wasn't difficult to get a 1,000 
members you know.  We, I said I want from 30-40 men out here, I want the huskiest type of men 
and I says we're going to put them on the eviction committee and whenever anybody gets evicted 
they'll know where to call up and I says they'll call up and tell us the date that they're going to be 
evicted and I said as soon as that date comes, the 40 men are told to be over there and so soon as the 
landlord gets his stuff put out in the street, we take the family and the furniture and with force we 
put them back in the same place.  I said we're going to have to do that for some time, we're going to 
have to show the government that there's a tremendous problem and I says we're going to have to 
show the people that are working and are giving what money they can to help their inlaws and 
relatives and friends get along some way, them would be the kind of people that were sleeping on 
the, had 17 sleeping on the floor, see.  There was all kinds of spontaneous formations like that, so 
we done that.  I don't know for how long.  Pretty soon the landlord, he went a step farther, he called 
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the police department and the goddamn police'd come out there you know and the policeman came 
out there and all they done is to wave their hand, they was on our side, we was lucky on that.  Jesus 
I'd seen going, and they'd just answer the call and they drove up with their car and they just kept 
right on going, they never stopped and bothered us at all.  Well that's something that's very very 
important.  You belong to the human race and you're going to find out that you give people the 
chance, they're going to act like people that belong to the human race and I found that out right 
there, so, I went out in the daytime then when I had a chance, I went out and negotiated with the 
policemen and Mayo was one of the places where a lot of cops came from, came to our meetings, 
we was far west then, so I just went and hold them ahead of time what I was going to do, I says 
there's no use in you going over there, I said the government's going to have to find some kind of a 
remedy for this and I said sooner or later we're going to have to go to the state Capitol, I says, we 
can't be bluffing and fighting with the landlords all the time.  And they can't be bluffing and fighting 
with us.  I says we're his natural customers, we're the people that was renting in his apartment and I 
said dealing with reality, the people still need a place that they got kicked out, and I said he needs 
the rent for that and I said if you don't get as big a rent as you got before I said you get some rent so 
he can survive some.  He's going to have to do tightening up of his belt too.  So we went to 
Springfield, Illinois, and I never went anywhere in my life where the state officials was as glad and 
was as much of a reception committee, more than anything else, when we came to Springfield, 
Illinois.  It didn't take long before they set up a fund for the landlords and they set up a fund for the 
tenants and that was the first trace in America that I know of and America's a big country, you just 
can't tell spontaneously what was going on in New York City, you can't say that what they wasn't 
doing in Detroit.  But anyway we commenced to getting a hell of a lot of delegations from big cities 
like Detroit, they even came from New York City and they said we want to go to Chicago and find 
out how in the hell you fellows are getting by doing what you're doing, see, we want to learn.  Well 
I said there's no use of making a hero out of me, I says that takes hundreds of people and I said 
somehow the people are related to the tenants that have been evicted and I said this is all one 
conglomerated mass of people in a hell of a fix and I said no [unclear].  So the, it was very 
successful.  I never had any nicer people to live with and I've never been treated any nicer outside of 
that they didn't give you no payday or anything like that but you never needed it because you was 
always welcome to eat and somebody wanted to talk to you and you was a hero whether you wanted 
to be or not.  So one of the great things that happened there, at those meetings, we had mass 
meetings you know with 150-200 people there and sometimes 500 and I was speaking there and so 
there was a hell of a beautiful girl sitting in the fourth row listening and listening and listening and I 
couldn't keep my eyes off from her and that was Edna Hemmingsen, that beautiful girl right there 
and so she was sitting in the meeting, she was unemployed too and she was living with her sister 
and so we finally, you know how it is, we got attracted to one another and we started in going 
around together and finally I made up my mind that I had to be a good sweetheart and I think I am 
successful there now but I have, I says I have to learn to be a good husband and I said I have to 
learn to be a good provider.  And I said here I am unemployed, I says without money, I said what 
am I going to do, and so that was something that needs solving.  So I was afraid to try to work or 
do, there was no chance because there was 7,000 unemployed in the union unemployed list so 
there's no use in even staying in Chicago or even thinking that you're ever going to get a day's work 
there, anytime as far in the future as you possibly could go.  So I made up my mind, I had a brother 
in Duluth, his name was Henry was Hemmingsen, you've read sometime about Hemmingsen, Inc. 
he was a contractor there for many years.  He was a hell of a good, he was no politician like me, he 
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never had anything to do with politics because he didn't understand them but he was a good 
mechanic and he was dedicated to his customers and he was a good welder.  I think he was the best 
welder in northeastern Minnesota because of the number of the customers that would come, they'd 
come from miles and miles and miles and they said well nobody else can do the welding job here, 
we heard about Hank, he always went by the name of Hank Hemmingsen and so they came up 
there.  And he had over 600 different makes of welding rods, that was one of his requirements, over 
600 different kinds of welding rods and so he had to decide when he done a welding job he had to 
decide what kind of rods to use, that was the making of his success and his reputation.  So I got a 
job pipefitting for him.  So I worked there for about, oh it was along in June when we got to, I 
brought Edna with me, she was my sweetheart and so she stayed in the same building where my 
brother's wife lived too and so Hank and I got along okay and I was down there on 4th Avenue, 4th 
Avenue and then it was about 5th Avenue West where all them Catholic churches are in Duluth, 
they were there many years ago, so they, but remember this, now there was for Catholic priests, 
former priests, retired and they was living in that main Catholic building and they must have been 
awful bitter towards one another's viewpoints because they all had to have a floor a piece, I noticed 
that.  So I enjoyed having a discussion, them people are goddamn well educated people you know, 
so I knew that ahead of time and so I was brought into the job in this way, the church said we can't 
afford to heat that whole building, now we've got to eliminate about 90% of the unnecessary 
hearing costs.  He says you know how to do that, my brother didn't know how to do it, but did I 
know how to do it.  I said I know, that's part of my skill so I said I'll show you how to do that, so I 
got some two by four and I unhooked the union elbow and the union valve and I slid the radiator the 
hell away from the wall about 2-1/2 maybe 30 inches or so and I got a special adaptor that would fit 
right on the old fitting and use the old screw in, that which you call the tail piece you know, you 
screw that in there and you could put a quarter inch pipe between that, those two pipes, that's all, 
and that's all they'd have to heat, see.  But those four priests that had to have a room a piece, they 
had to stay somewhere so they had to get together.  So I visited [unclear] many many times and in 
the morning there was always one priest that he had to always call the business agent, he was the 
one that received the people who confessed you know, in the morning, there was a hell of a lot of 
business there, so I said well I said you look like the business agent I said of the plumber's union in 
Chicago, I said it up there I said don't [unclear] all them customers, I kidded him and talked to him 
just like that you know.  So I worked nearly all summer around there for that Catholic church, they 
were good customers of my brother's and his wife was a Catholic so she went to the church but 
Hank didn't go.  So then that ends that part of the [unclear] but anyway I don't know why it 
happened but little by little I made trips up the North Shore and I just fell in love with the amount of 
personal freedom that the people had up there, I don't know of anybody, to think of me talking to 
George Meany I said in front of the union hall, I said the government got nothing to do with that, he 
bosses hell out of you, he controls your life and I said here you are I said these people they do as 
they damn please.  I said they work hard and they may not never have very much money but they 
got a way to make a living that's the simplest and the most beautiful thing I says that I ever had and 
I said if I stay in Duluth longer than six months, I said George Meany will get a hold of the business 
agent, his name is Ralph Jacobson and he was the business agent and I said he'll tell him you get 
that Hemmingsen the hell off of there, he says or you shut down giving any cooperation to Henry 
Hemmingsen you know the contractor.  So I said it's eventually coming, I said I'd better not stay 
very much longer I said in Duluth, so I said I want my freedom, now if I want to be a socialist well I 
said, if I want to live the kind of a, according to the ideas [unclear] I said I'd better get the hell out of 
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Duluth because he's got plenty power there, only he hasn't used it yet.  So, the North Shore [unclear] 
didn't become a place for me to make a living, but we didn't have no money, when we came here I 
had worked for Hank for nearly a whole summer and I had $500 saved up already.  We came up 
here then to the North Shore with that money, see, so we was very careful, we didn't rent a building, 
can you believe it or not, we got good buildings to live in for $5 a month and that's the kind of the 
rent that we paid in them days.  And I'll tell you where one of them was, that's right up above Isaac 
Hansen's there's a road going up there about a mile and a half and it was a homestead place at one 
time for somebody and so it had changed hands, the ownership, but it was still available for rent 
and they had that long barn there, I never seen a bigger one in my life, you could have raised 
elephants there and had room to spare, so then it was  three room house then.  So we lived in that 
for two seasons and those were the last seasons and one year we lived in a log cabin on Barker Lake 
and go up right where the ski facility is now on that North Road there, keep on going, get up there 
about eight miles, you'll get into Barker's Lake, a good lake to fish on and the building was a 
wonderful building, it was built by a Swede immigrant who made his living by trapping up in there. 
 When he got too, older he moved down toward Duluth sometime, so he owned that building up at 
Barker's Lake, we paid $5 a month to stay there one winter.  So though, that explains the way that 
we lived around Lutsen.  I had no money, no income of any kind but it was, Edna, she was a good 
artist, so what I done, I went and cut those birch limbs off of the birch trees, you didn't cut the 
whole tree down, you just cut as close to the trunk of the tree as you could and then you'd get that 
big branch.  Well then you'd cut them, make plaques out of that see, it would be [unclear], about 
18-20 inches long, they make a nice, they've got birch bark on it and everything and so I said we, 
Edna painted a lot of those and we sold them for $3.50 I think was the lowest one to $10.  So that's 
how we got the money to buy our groceries.  And so I never [unclear] in my life asked the 
government for anything, I figure that I haven't got no children and there's a way to make a living 
and you can live on a hell of a lot less if you want to and you come out all right and there's nobody 
suffering, you don't need to worry about it, you're getting enough.  So I never had asked the 
government for a goddamn nickel all my life, I wanted to [unclear] and the first depression that I 
was in was 1914, there was one year of depression in 1914, then we got the depression of 1921 and 
then we got the great big depression that started in 1929, the early part, I was living in Chicago then 
and that lasted for 11 years, no damn work for [unclear].  And I managed to go through it and so 
when I came up here, people were the nicest, you got to take inventory of the ones that were the 
very nicest.  We had a family of John and Anna Bosen, they had a chicken farm up above Lutsen, 
it's a little bit northwest from Lutsen up in the woods there, about a mile and so they invited us for 
coffee at least three times a week because they knew damn well we didn't have any money and that 
if they didn't do so we probably didn't have very much to eat some days either.  We was 
economizing.  So, they never let us go home but they had a cabin for us to stay in and everything.  
And everybody liked Edna, Edna's got the most wonderful personality of any woman that I believe I 
have ever met in my life.  Once you met her, you couldn't leave her alone, you had to go back and 
see her again some way or somehow, see.  So that was a tremendous asset to have a partner like 
that.  So all the women liked Edna and everybody liked it in Lutsen and they didn't understand like 
the ignorant people anywhere else why they are like they are, they didn't appreciate their own 
freedom compared with the freedom that you didn't have in Chicago.  They didn't, they just lived 
their life see, and they were so free, they done as they wanted to do.  So then there was a lumberjack 
that owned the land that is now the Spruce Creek Resort, he just had a three room building on there 
and he, kind of a deluxe retired lumberjack.  And he allowed all of the rest of the lumberjacks to 
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build a one room shed on that land there, they, so then he got sick and went to Duluth and he died 
in Duluth, so don't think that I wasn't watching for opportunities, I said there's opportunity number 
one, and I told Edna, I says there's a smart way I said to do everything and there's a dumb way.  And 
I said I'm going to show you how to do it the smart the way, you see.  I got to be the high bidder on 
this property and I said how am I going to do that.  I'm going to find out anyone that is interested in 
buying is liable to come to a meeting and a meeting will be held in the courthouse and I said it'll be 
supervised by the county attorney.  So I said whatever bids are turned in there, some of them will be 
verbal, they won't be fancy, there won't be no sneaky or any tricky businesspeople there so I said I'm 
going to go to the meeting.  And I made out six bids, set them myself and they were all of different 
amounts.  I put them inside of my coat pocket and I went to that meeting.  If you ever been up in the 
courthouse in Grand Marais you go up to the second floor you'll see a big picture that my wife 
painted with a verse there that I put there, so from there on you turn to the left and then you're in the 
east hallway of the courthouse and that's where that meeting was going on.  And I was foxy enough, 
I didn't let them believe that I was a bidder see, I just walked back and forth and back and forth and 
back and forth from the hallway until the meeting seemed like it was through so then when the 
meeting looked like it was nearly ready to disband I asked the county attorney which was at that 
time Henry Alisma, I said can an unknown, I said penniless person I said turn in a bid on this.  Oh 
so, he was very receptive and so he said well sure he says turn in whatever bid you want to turn in.  
So I looked in my pocket and I figured out just about which one I'd have to have and I pulled it out 
and turned it in.  And in the morning I got a phone call, I was the high bidder.  So I said, Edna I said 
I've seen everybody that's that has any intentions of buying that land and I talked to them and I 
squeezed the information out of them I says some way to find out what they was willing to pay, so I 
said I know all but one man and I think he was from Two Harbors, I can't remember his name now 
but he would have been a formidable bidder if he would have, but he somehow goofed up on 
coming down at the right time so that was my good luck.  So I turned in the bid, well let's see, I was 
broke, I didn't have a goddamn penny so I went down to Grand Marais to the bank, I said that's 
what the banks are for.  And I had no influence, [unclear] just a new arrival, I had no fancy car, got 
no job, what in the hell are you, you know, you're just a, nobody calls you a bum but actually you 
are actually about you know.  So, I said well I said I'm going to try it, I said this is the only 
intelligent way to do it, go to the bank and I said ask them to get the money.  First day I seen them 
why he said he was too busy that day but he said come back tomorrow and I thought that night that 
he was going to give me a goddamn life poorest answer, no.  But I went there anyway you know 
and all there was to it, he [unclear] and I needed $615 and he let out he could give me the whole 
goddamn $615, so we haul it home, Edna threw our arms around one another and kissed, I said we 
got a home, we own all the land here and I said I got a place to set up my plumbing and heating 
business, I said I got a place to keep my tools now, we got a home, a place to keep the car, we got 
everything we want.  I says we're just starting.  So that's, that's Hemmingsen's beginning on the 
north shore.  It was been a place of freedom, personal freedom, I believe that there's nothing in the 
sky, like hell, there's nobody that sorts people out up there, nature never made that on any planet 
anywhere in the whole universe.  So the people who claim I went to three [unclear] lectures in 
Chicago where the professor lectured there that available in unlimited numbers in a big city like 
Chicago and they go museum after museum and when you get through listening to them you can go 
out to the field museum and spend the whole day over there, phooey, the things that they said.  So 
they said that there is no such thing as hell and nobody standing up there I said sorting people out, 
this one goes to hell and this one gets to heaven and so forth and so I accepted that, I was free way 
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back in 1925.  I've been a free man ever since then.  But one thing that I have to teach you and I got 
to warn you, and you like to prove that you know all these things, and the weakness is that you'll go 
and talk to people about your views.  Well I made one bad mistake right here in Cook County, 
there's a kind of a preacher down here, name is Mark Hanson.  He invited me to come down there 
and I worked with him right here in the clinic, I worked with him quite a lot, he's a pretty good 
mechanic and so I made the overestimate that I could reveal some of these things to him and that 
was, the people that have these super...I call it, I use the word supernaturalism because that covers 
all religions, all beliefs in things in the sky, so they claim exist, they don't exist at all.  So I told him 
a few things and Jesus he peddled that all over the county.  So the people that believe in those 
things you know, that, preachers and so forth, they, I'm some sort of a demon that they wished I 
wouldn't be around here, but here I am.  I met one of the preachers the other day, I'm very careful to 
speak civil and polite to them, I'd look them right in the eye as much to say I don't need anything 
that you got, that's for damn sure, and if you think so you just try and sell me and the congregational 
minister, he noticed that I was carrying on a campaign against smoking here in the nursing home, 
about a year ago, I was up and got some very good pamphlets on the harm of using tobacco of any 
kind and I carried on a about a year's campaign and I really got about 7 people including the truck 
driver that drives the county bus here, I got him to quit smoking on the strength of my educational 
work.  But I also make the enemies.  One nurse here, she wants to smoke and I put that pamphlet on 
that desk out there where the nurse is sitting you know for 24 hours.  When they get time all they 
had to do was to pick that up and read about the harm.  She got so goddamn mad, she come in here 
and she was jerking the bed clothes around, she couldn't express herself no other way and I said I 
know that you're angry with me and she finally said she said yes, why don't you make up your damn 
bed. 

END TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO 

TAPE TWO, SIDE ONE 

CH:  ...door there you let a hell of a lot of flies in just to be mean to me.  Don't think she wasn't 
mean and still, she's still sore because the proof that I furnished was so convincing and irrefutable 
and she had to read it and she certainly was proof par excellence that the facts are not always 
appreciated.  I can give you a hell of a lot of trouble, which I found out in life, so the thing that you 
got to be smart enough about is that the people don't have the facts that I got in those three years of 
lecture, I went every Sunday from 10 o'clock ‘til 12 o'clock, go to an old theater there it was pretty 
well downtown in Chicago and I think it was on Randolph Street with the theater, thrown away 
many years ago, but anyway that's where I went to those lectures and that's where I learned that 
there's nothing in the sky, you don't have to drill no hole in your [unclear] to let your soul get out to 
start its journey up to the promised land and so no one has ever furnished a picture of a soul, 
nobody's ever proven that a soul exists and so if I ever had any trouble about that I'd say well I wish 
you'd give me a copy of the one that you got made, I was asking that much.  And so then the other 
thing is I'd say that planets are made in the sky by a force that man doesn't have the intelligence to 
explain and I said the planets are formed by nature and I says nobody makes a planet I says with a 
hell just because there may be somebody that they want to send down there sometime, there is no 
hell up there and there ain't no hell on any planet and I said there's just space up there and I said the 
spaceship Columbia it took them 20 hours to go around and I said didn't see no angels and I said 
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they didn't stop in front of the castles of the gods and shake hands with God and find out what God 
wanted when they got back home.  I said they didn't do that at all, I said because they know better, 
they've known it for over 70 years that there's nothing in the sky that you don't imagine yourself and 
said you have no proof, these church people are here, they're the most brutal people and don't forget 
to use that on them and that is that there is nobody in the world like a Christian because he's mean 
enough, you made a mistake he'll send you into the eternal hellfires, he said you haven't got a 
chance, you'd never have a trial, you'll never get a chance and if he gets a chance to send you down 
there, he'll send you down there and I said I'm more of a Christian than you are and a Christian 
every day because I've claimed that I belong to the human race and I says I'm one of them and I says 
I can't find no justification to being mean to nobody and I says every person that I ever met in my 
life I says excepting George Meany and I said that was his business, I said I said they are nice 
people if you give them a chance to be nice.  I don't give a damn where you go and in that sense 
now, when I, and in Two Harbors, there are more socialists there that don't know why, they can't 
explain why they are socialists but they're instinctive socialists.  One tells the other and so 
consequently they let each other know why they believe in it, and they have believed in it longer 
than any community that I have run into that I can analyze pretty careful.  So when I worked there, I 
worked there for 11 years and I sat down on the bench alongside of everybody and I wanted to tell 
you that the DMI Railroad was never a nicer to work for than they were and we were all equal and 
the foremen on three shifts, if there wasn't an engine in to fix the pipe he'd say you might as well, 
Hemmingsen you might as well rig up a place for yourself to spend a good evening here.  He said 
let me know where you're going to be laying and he said I got, I might have a bag to make a pillow 
out of.  That's how nice they were, so I don't care what shift you was on, the foreman was good and 
the, Sid Johnson, he was the general foreman and he never spoke to me all the time I worked there 
and so I'll tell you, socialism, the young people, I don't know what the young people stand for, 
they're a mystery to me.  And my adopted son Dennis Hemmingsen, he, he spent 16 years with 
Edna and I but Edna died ahead of time so I finished raising him, he's no different than all the rest.  
He never comes to see me, he's taken me to the courthouse twice, I went to the Democratic caucus I 
went to that when I was not fit to go and the doctor advised me to stay home and I went to that and 
there was six people there and the only motion that I made, I said the only one that's worthwhile I 
said is to find a way to pass a motion in Congress to take President Reagan out of office, take him 
right out.  And I said people are known to change their mind and I said I can't talk about him 
without a closed fist and I said sometime or other I got to use the word son of a bitch.  But I said I 
hardly ever swear, anywhere in my life and I said I can't avoid swearing when I talk about Reagan, 
so I said impeachment is the word and I said that's, I says you can expect that all the rules to help 
him will be enforced, but I said the unexpected is laying there somewhere I can't tell you what 
drawer to go there, but I said he's violating the law because no president of the United States has 
ever, from George Washington on, has ever said that he is only for the rich.  They was all smart 
enough if they were, believed that way, to keep it to themself at least, but this numbskull here he 
don't know no better than to come right out and say that, he says I'm rich myself and I am only for 
the rich.  You can condemn him forever on that basis.  But it won't do any good, the rich people are 
in control of this country, there's only part to the world that has made a change, there's only one 
socialist [unclear], that's when Nikolai Lenin came out of Switzerland, he was in exile there for 
many many years, he studied Karl Marx's letter for letter and word and word until he knew it so 
well he didn't know how to make any mistakes and he led the Russian Revolution to victory and so 
they established a socialist fatherland for the first time in the history of the world.  Now, France has 
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got a population of 170 million, two years ago they voted that they were socialist and France is the 
leading political country of any sort in Europe where they are still hanging on to the ideas of the 
past.  They're all short of raw material, they not only need gas from Russia and they've got 
unlimited supply, and they're going to build that 56" gas line that's going to be 2200 miles long and 
it can only be done on the collective will of the first working class from the, directed by the socialist 
fatherland.  So, and I say, I predict any less than four-five years, they'll be one country, all those 
countries will join in and the socialist union will be smart enough to give them the raw material 
they got, the richest country in the whole damn world, they'll be smart enough to do that.  And in 
five years there won't be anybody that, it won't be done like we done before, we carried on political 
campaign to do it, you don't have to, people have made up their mind now, they merely look over to 
see how the Russians are living.  They're building better people, they won't let them go to the store, 
drug store and buy a goddamn thing to take for themself without a doctor's advice.  They can't fill 
themselves up with all kinds of goddamn stuff, and they got, they're building a better race of people. 
 They're a non-polluted race of people now and when they get four or five more generations where 
the father and the mother didn't corrupt their own children you know with false and lying thinking 
and factless they're going to have a super race of people over there too see, that comes automatic.  
Comes automatic, you know they got huge generations now but when the children are not teached 
corruption and dishonesty and the things that make them crooked like they are in all other parts of 
the crazy world, well they'll have a super race.  Good as a super race can be.  And if they are 
six-seven times better than we are now, they sure will be a hell of an improvement over us.  I 
include myself.  Now I came to the North Shore, there is no use of advocating the Socialist Party, 
they didn't exist, they went out of business in 1919 they held a meeting in Chicago and eliminated 
itself, they said that if Party members are not satisfied and we are split up into groups all over and 
fighting one another, it don't make any sense to continue to it, so they abolished themselves.  And 
there were grouplets, a song[some?] grouplets here and there that were communist for several years 
after I spoke, I spoke for, until 1930 and then when I met that pretty girl there I just said I can't be 
giving my time away and I said I can't be just anybody's spokesman that wants me and I says I can't 
be a lone crusader, I says I've got to take the realities of life into consideration and I said no, I said 
I've got a partner, I said of my own choice.  The most beautiful girl I said I've ever seen and I said 
she thinks well of me and so I said I'm successful as a sweetheart, now I got to be successful as a 
husband and that's when Edna and I started in at Spruce Creek.  And we got a chance to get the 
money from the bank and we kissed and surrounded each other with affection, now we've got a 
home, it's up to us to make a success of everything and so we did.  So I have to tell you a funny 
story, the first business that we started at Spruce Creek, when you come to the Spruce Creek Cabin 
there's a pretty good size entrance from Highway 61 in there, we built a hamburger shop right in 
that little spot there.  It was partly on the state's land, partly on the ditch, so geez we done all kinds 
of business, always sold hamburgers and whatever she took a notion to have ready and a can of 
coffee and the building was very small and it didn't take over $10-15 to make the whole thing you 
know, we made it out of [unclear][shiplap?], there was only one wall and so gee we was doing fine 
there and we was getting all the business that she could take care of, she had to make up the stuff 
you know a day before what she was going to sell the next day, so they was always glad to see 
Edna, I don't [unclear] who it was, they never got tired of seeing her.  I never know an indecent 
approach, or an indecent word that was ever spoken to her because she was so attractive for 
anything like that, they liked her and they talked to her because she was a likeable person, that's all, 
an unusual personality like that.  The only man that had something that was similar to that and that 
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was Eugene Victor Debs when he was almost a great-grandfather of the socialist movement and 
when he got up there with the trembling that comes with age and all of that and then the beautiful 
words that he spoke when he did speak, almost start the tears flowing when it come to your eyes, 
you know.  So one night a bear smelled...we changed to having hamburgers to having ham.  So 
Edna took some big ham and so she started in selling ham sandwiches and so she had all kinds of 
business, so that night a bear came across the road and he smelt that ham and he made up his mind, 
he was going to have to have it.  He started in taking that building apart sometime during the night 
because when we woke up the morning there was boards sticking out all over, but he had to have.  
He put us out of business, first business that we ever had, and that's funny you know, it's funny in 
this way that you never expect a bear to be able to put you out on some kind of business but this 
bear did.  So now, we got to get back to talking about some of my problems though I think, and that 
is this and the reason I come here is because I got hardening of the arteries and that's a situation that 
the medical profession considers nearly uncurable.  The flexibility of the blood veins in the back of 
the neck are, they help to keep the blood, and my health otherwise is perfect.  The doctor told me 
just last Thursday, he says you’re so damn healthy he says the doctor is going to have to take advice 
from you because you got the, you got it all beat, he said you're 86 years old and he says you got 
nothing wrong with you at all, so I did have that cold that was going around here, I had that and 
because I was foolish enough to sit eating with the men, they cough in all kinds of directions, they 
don't have no responsibility for a cough at all, that's something that every nursing home has got to 
teach their people and that is that you got no right to spread sickness of any kind to somebody else 
just because they're eating at the same table.  You can at least give them a napkin as big as that, and 
have it alongside of them and have them put that in front of their mouth and they deposit that when 
they get through eating each meal and take a new one each time they eat a meal.  There are many 
other techniques that can be used as an improvement to avoid the spreading of germs of one kind or 
the other.  So then following that cold I got pneumonia too, so I didn't feel too bad, some only that 
what I noticed, well I told you on the phone, I didn't seem to have energy, so last Thursday they 
released me from that and they took x-rays and everything and the doctor said you've got a 
pneumonia, so that's it now.  Now we've got to go back on notes, now a little bit, these are my own 
words, reflections, Koziak Visits Group, number 1, thick accents and views of Her Lipping.  Her 
Lipping and I got to be great friends when the hospital was first organized and if there's anything in 
the world, if you aren't a good doctor people don't come back no more and he was one that they 
never came back to and so he decided that he better not continue trying to be a doctor anymore.  So 
he was in a charge of the northeastern Minnesota Medical Association, he's a functionary for 
activities of the [unclear], he was also the leader of the church that I belonged.  I belonged to a 
church that's just a place to, if I ever have to lay a card sometime, tell somebody actually that I 
belonged to a church I got that to use.  So when I had the surgery for my knee here, it took me about 
four years to get them both done, I had the left one done first, I waited ‘til that was pretty well and 
then I had the right one done, so during that time when I was having that done, I had to go to Duluth 
for frequent check-ups.  Then when I couldn't make the trip all in one day and I stayed at Dr. 
Lipping's new place where you go underneath the bridge at Knife River there, as soon as you go 
under the railroad tracks you're right in front of his place.  So I stayed with him, he was very nice to 
me.  So I found out he's a teacher of the Sunday School of the, and he's an actual leader of the 
Unitarian Church on 17-18th Avenue there and so he kind of avoided me, he never spent very much 
time so he'd get a chance to talk to me and I could feel that you know because there I was to spend a 
whole evening with him and he found so many other things to do besides visiting with me and then 
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I wrote some stuff too you know and so I left some of that there and as the years have gone by, it's 
been three years now, he hasn't come to see me at any time so I figure that as far as him and I are 
concerned we're miles apart.  He don't want any part of the freedom that I practice when I say that 
there is no heaven or hell up in the sky and there is no purgatory and there is no castle of the gods.  
And when you die, it's just like the local banker, the one that dishes out the three, the $615 from 
when I bought Spruce Creek, he died about a month and a half ago, so, both him and his wife died 
and he was close to 100 years old.  And he said Clarence, he said, I'm so old I don't, I can't enjoy my 
own children, he said I sat here now he said for three quarters of an hour and I tried to talk to my 
wife and I haven't got a single word out of her for three quarters of an hour.  He said I might as well 
retire to my room, and he was ready to cry then, but he's the staunchest, too solid a man to cry about 
it, so it's like I say crying is a human weakness, some of us engage in it, well I said we [unclear] so I 
said I don't intend to cry I said about any of the problems of life I'm going to go ahead and get 
through them some way.  So then he said to me, he said well Clarence, he said, ever since the, you 
and I met the first time, we've been friends, he said there hasn't been a word of discord in all these 
years that have gone by, he said you've built all the cabins and he said you done everything and he 
said I give you the $615, it seemed like that's all you ever needed, never come back anymore.  So he 
said I feel that there's nothing for me to live for anymore, he said life, that I could enjoy in any way 
shape or form has come to an end.  Death is the only thing that will do anything for me now.  To 
bring life completely to an end.  So in two weeks he died, it was a wish to die, it was a need to die 
and he died.  He told me before he died he said Clarence, all the philosophy that my family believe 
in, he says all the philosophy he says that they teach in the churches and all that, he says I chucked it 
all overboard just the same as you did, he says I don't believe it anymore, not a goddamn word of it, 
he says I'm ready to die.  I never told his family that at all, because they, I've got an article here on 
religion and there's no other way, he said it's the propagation of ignorance if you propagate it in any 
form.  So I'm the only one that never goes to church out here, they got church every Sunday and one 
preacher after the other they thought they might have some kind of a scheme that, and the 
congregational minister he thought, he told me how well they were doing at the congregational 
church to stop smoking and I said well I said you have all your people over there that's one thing of 
it, if I was around handy and I said if I could do something I'd be glad to go to your church and do 
something about it.   I said you think tobacco is very harmful [unclear] and I said if I didn't make 
people better I said I'd be glad [unclear] but I said I'm doing the same thing here and I said I build 
up a group of people that hate me like poison because I've given them the facts about how harmful 
tobacco is.  And I said I might as well give it up, I says I'm not going to bring out any more of those 
leaflets and furnish that convincing evidence anymore, I said, because even if you prove it without a 
doubt I said you can't find a place to move to, because the truth is right there eating on you all the 
time and I said I'm not going to do it anymore so I said I've done what I intended to do, I said I have 
been successful in it.  I said there are certain reactions that come from that and I'm living in the 
nursing home and we're one great big family here and I said that we got to get along.  Now there's 
one thing that I'd like to have reviewed.  I met a woman the other day and she said there's a place in 
the state of Arizona where they can fix up the hardening of the arteries, they cut out the old veins, 
some of the old, they don't cut them all the way, they cut them and throw them in the garbage and 
they fit in plastic ones or whatever else they put in there, they put something in there.  Instead of the 
people that's got money, they go up there from Florida and many of them have surgery done there.  I 
have yet to get all the details and the facts about that but that's one of the problems, they, some days 
I'm a little bit more busy than I am at others and you can't expect anything else that's gonna tend to 
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be that way so one of the big problems is where can we find a place together with medical people's 
advice, doctors or experts in that field, if you're dealing with plumbing, go and get a plumber, he'll 
tell ya.  And if you want to deal with a mechanical problem, get a machinist, he knows how to do it, 
he's damn well informed and so the doctors must know where those people are and the medical 
profession is just like any other profession, plumbers and electricians and carpenters and all that, 
there are some damn good ones and there's some are geniuses, much better than the others, and so 
the medical profession is the same way see and the people that I talked to about the kind of doctors 
that they got around here well they say my nephew in Grand Rapids he said you got better doctors 
right where you live he says than we got all over Grand Rapids, he said we, it's so goddamn poor he 
said that when we get real sick and we need medical attention we head for Minneapolis.  Then we 
head for Minneapolis.  So, I got on my note here, find out about Dr. Lippy, what he is, intends to 
do, he's, we got a contract if when I die he's supposed to make the last speech or whatever that's 
going to be and I don't want no damn preachers around, that's one thing and I think that he's a 
supernaturalist secretly as far as him and I are concerned, and that's why he didn't spend very time 
or join in with me and so I asked him one time I says well give me some of the ideas or the things 
that you might say, well he says I got the stuff that you wrote down, he didn't make no reply, kind of 
ducked the issue, so I figure he's got a lot of supernaturalist stuff that he wants to slide over and I 
don't think that we're good friends, he hasn't been here to see me in three years and there's only been 
two people here to see me in nine months, well that, a man that's always been on the side of 
humanity and always been willing to serve, there's a road problem here, Highway 61 from the 
Canadian border to Reservation River, that's close to [unclear] there, so we had an unusual right of 
way engineer, you want to know his name because he was so wonderful, his name was S. Rex 
Green, he was a right of way engineer for the state of Minnesota of all the right of ways.  So he was 
going to go to Washington and try to get that road changed from Mineral Center and where, above 
the Pigeon River high falls, he was going to move it down to Lake Superior, so all the people that 
was in business and had houses and property up there, they was against it so they wasn't going to let 
it happen, so they sent money to Washington, I found out that they sent money to the Secretary of 
the Interior to the extent of $50,000 a year in order to keep that road from being moved and the 
Secretary of the Interior, he went to Henry Shipstead the great Farmer Labor senator long before I 
ever seen him you know and I've gotten mail here and letters that I campaigned for Shipstead and 
then Ernest Lundeen he was the other Farmer Laborite, well he was man enough when I went to 
Washington, I went to Washington with a very strong recommend and this Rex Green, he went to 
see Governor Elmer Benson, that was the last part of Elmer Benson's governorship in America, so it 
would be right around 1939.  So he asked Elmer Benson he said who would you recommend that, I 
want one person that you would recommend for me to take along to Washington.  He said we got 
all kinds of people going there, but he said we're only going to have a conference, he said the 
property owners that will all lose money by the roads being changed, I says they're there in large 
numbers, they've got at least 80 people that'll be sitting there, see, and I said they've already done 
what they thought was necessary, they bribed every official in Washington that would take any 
money and I said so it took me two years to find that out and get all the details but I know how it 
was because I, Ernest Lundeen, senator, he come to me and he said Clarence he said I'm going to 
tell you I can't do anything tomorrow at that conference for you.  Why, he says, I've taken so many 
favors, favors - he didn't say graft - he said I've taken so many favors from the Secretary of the 
Interior I'm obligated to keep my mouth completely quiet.  I can't even move it, he said.  He said 
and here you're such a keen minded individual and he says you stand for so much, I can see that, he 
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said I want to confess to you that I'll not do anything to help you tomorrow.  So I said well thank 
you, senator.  So I said now I said I'm going to try Henry Shipstead.  I got up the next day, the same 
day that we was going to have the conference, the important conference, and I went to Henry 
Shipstead's place and he was telling me that he had been in bed for six weeks and said he wasn't 
used to wearing his house clothes anymore he says he stills living in his bedroom clothes.  I was 
there at 7 o'clock and I rapped on his door and he come out fully dressed.  Nothing, he didn't look 
like no sick man at all and that's all I told him, I said you don't look sick at all and I said if you ever 
have been sick I says you make an awful fast recovery.  I slammed the door and left there see.  So 
that was the end of both Ernest Lundeen and Henry Shipstead as being of any help to putting that 
beautiful road where it is now, putting it near the lake and putting it where it was safe and putting it 
away from where the traffic would be inland and very crooked and injurious to travel on.  So, so 
Rex Green asked Elmer Benson who to take to Washington, and he said you take Clarence over 
there, said there's nobody else there he says that can out-maneuver him, he says if they move from 
one type of fighting he says he'll beat them at that, he says they changing he says again he says 
they'll beat him at that.  So he said you take Clarence down there, he says you'll have one 
dependable man so the Indian Department in Grand Portage they sent the chief naturally, the father 
had died and so the boy John Platt he was quite a drinker so they sent him down and then there was 
some other Indian employees there that they sent them down and one man from Grand Marais, he 
was part Indian... 

END TAPE TWO, SIDE ONE 

TAPE TWO, SIDE TWO 

CS:  Donavan, and the Secretary of the Interior, Donovan, [unclear] he give me all the time to speak 
that I wanted to speak, John Platt was there, he would have spoken if he could have but you know 
he wasn't used to speaking, so he didn't speak very much so I done all the talking that was done 
there, so what we found out was that we're going to lick the crowd that used bribery and so forth, 
we got to get it, get it, we got to get it made legal so we found several groups that had their own 
problems that they wanted to have done and we formed a combination, legislative combination in 
the halls of Congress and in the Senate and Rex Green himself, never found an honest, more honest 
man than he ever was as long as he ever lived, he was a infallible man, I don't know his politics, he 
never said anything about it but as far as being an outstanding person, he was the best I've ever met 
in my lifetime so he's dead now, they've got a little stone marker for him in that rock cut when you 
leave here and get about seven miles from here, you'll [unclear] where that rock cut is, you go 
through there, there's a monument for Rex Green there and I said the way it turned it out they 
wanted me to come there and speak that day but we've got, had some meetings in Grand Marais and 
it wasn't possible for me to get the transportation to get out there so I never got there, but I certainly 
would have been the main speaker and I would have said that there's nobody that can go beyond the 
character of S. Rex Green, the man that put this whole thing through.  I said he helped to get this 
road changed, it took us 12 long years after that meeting, the first one, it took us 12 years and then 
finally we got the road moved out to where it is now.  And there's [unclear] an expression that goes 
like this we show them where in hell the bear shit in the buckwheat.  We had good intentions, there 
was nothing bad about our idea and the Indians built a resort business and they're feeding people out 
there, and they're not very good people, they'd rather drink whiskey than be successful in business 
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but nevertheless if they don't succeed in business the government gives them the money some damn 
way [unclear] they're the favored people and the government in Washington they are inclined to be 
this well we took the whole goddamn country from them, you know what does it matter if we give 
them a few thousand dollars.  That's the way they look at that, and it's very realistic.  So the Indians 
were here first and we took the 13 colonies and made them up and we were European people that 
came over from across and for the first time like I say in that article in mine there, I said that 
provincialism you know has been a big factor here and it still is.  I belong to the senior citizens 
down here, I helped organize them, I put $400 donation in there, a lot of people put more than that 
in but I helped to organize them and I've been associated with them for three long years and there 
never has been one of them up here to see me yet.  Why, because I don't have the same ideas, I don't 
go to the same church.  They know, every time there's church in here, they know that Hemmingsen 
ain't there and that makes a son of a bitch forever out of me.  No intellectual freedom in their head, 
they go by their likes and dislikes and their head has been fixed.  We had a class in Detroit and John 
Caraker called the head fixing industry, and it was a hell of good talk and to make people believe 
and think the things that you want.  And so in America, the rich people, they don't have to do it 
anymore, but they haven't gone through that, they have made people, average people, they make 
believe that when they die they're going to have it nice, they're going to heaven, there ain't nothing 
else that they need as urgently as going to heaven, so that's fixing their heads to last forever and 
that's the way they live.  So I'm not one of them so they watch me here, the nurses are more 
thoroughly educated than all these other, you can't say that a nurse is dumb, and so we've got a 
science family, you know, about six seven doctors and we got the druggists and then we got the, all 
the others, the ones that take the photographs and then we've got the laboratory where we can test 
stuff you know, so all together we've got about 20 scientists here and I say that we can't just call a 
doctor a doctor, it isn't enough, because he dedicates himself to you and I all his life and how many 
thousands of hours, it's never explained what a doctor goes through and so we should call, we 
should separate all these people that do these important things.  We just got through with a project 
where I can illustrate how effective when the thinking is done right, we got about 46 members in 
here in the nursing home, but that's not important, the citizens [unclear] of Cook County came there 
in response to a set time for them to be hunted for a cancer, if there was any in their body the four, it 
took four days, four meetings to complete the job and they examined 288 people and they can go 
home, be home for a whole year.  That's putting scientific thinking to the greatest use of humanity 
than has ever been done around here.  Now those people are unusual people, they're our science 
family, and I want all their names put together see and I said I don't want to call a doctor just a 
doctor, I want, I don't him want to just be called a doctor, he's a good man because he doctors and 
looks after us, but he's a dedicated man, the greatest thing that an individual can do is to dedicate 
himself to you for all life [unclear][unclear] and they have done that, so we have to go up and 
[unclear] and we have to call them our family of scientists.  And we've got about 20 of them and 
there must be hundreds of volunteers to make that meeting successful and we examine 288 people 
up here and so I want to try to do something better than has ever been done before to recognize 
these people, they walk around, the man that takes the x-ray, he doesn't work very often, he don't 
work very many hours, he's always killing time, he ain't got nothing to do, so he gets paid, he's part 
of our family of scientists and so that's the way that should be handled and they'd get proper 
consideration then whether that's in the nursing home or it's in the hospital or where it is, they 
would be put above the average individual, we are absolutely helpless, you get a preacher in there, 
what in hell is he good for, to scratch your ass if you're itching there and that's about all he's fit for, 
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there ain't nothing else he can do for you, he can say a prayer and send his voice up into an empty 
space of this planet, I says what the hell good does it do, nothing, absolutely nothing.  So honor the 
ones that are real, that are turning out jobs like I just described, see, examine 288 people for four 
days and assuring them that they haven't got any cancer that's going to kill them in the next year, 
that's accomplishment.  I tried to get that article into the local papers.  Well they'd rather have a 
picture of a guy that worked 50 years for Andrew Hedstrom and has got a dog and they got a picture 
of the dog right by the garage, that's more important than the article that I wrote.  Putting any value, 
printing it because it has educational value that has no place here.  Now I'm getting so old now, you 
see how it is here, my, a lot of stuff is in a pile, I write these things nearly everywhere.  I got all 
kinds of articles here that are fit to be published.  Well how will it be in Two Harbors, if I was to 
move to Two Harbors for some reason, I can't just move to Two Harbors blindly, what I need is a 
place where I could talk to somebody once in a while like I'm talking to you, normal listeners and 
normal people that don't[unclear]  a rubber stamp on anything, and they'll always tell you so, so 
that's the kind of people that I call normal and you haven't got anybody like that here, there's only 
two people comes to see me, that's Frank Hanson, chairman of the DFL and the County 
Commissioner and he can be leader in any place of the United States he's so goddamn smart, he 
comes here once in a while to see me, see and he's a member of the hospital board so forth.  So then 
there's another man who's a shoemaker down here, he hasn't got no long educational background.  
He's got all my books that I've got left over, I've been giving away books now for 20 years, I had 
books, they'd fit in that whole space there above you and clear to the ceiling.  But when I found out 
that I had to live alone and what the hell is the use of keeping Karl Marx's three volumes of Das 
Kapital and make a monument out of the damn thing.  Nobody knows what's in there excepting me 
anyway, so I said give them to somebody that'll probably read them sometime.  So I've given away 
all the socialist classics that I had, they disappeared.  So that shoemaker down there, he's travelled 
all around the world, he's been in the army and wherever the United States Army wanted to take 
over some one of the 50 countries they've taken over in the last few years, he went over there and 
had to kill 25,000-30,000 people to take control, he was done that killing and so all the others other 
than [unclear] so in most cases there wasn't that many people that would object to the United States 
taking over so there wasn't much killing had to be done, the people just sold out or got some kind of 
a gift or something in order to give up the control that they had been exercising for years so, the 
expansion of imperialism isn't the same now as it was 50-60 years ago.  So the countries that have 
been taken over I think they're better off because they're taken over by a big country than to be 
allowed to continue to struggle the way they are and they haven't got a single industry, they haven't 
got a bag of nails or anything to do anything with.  So if they become a part of a big foreign country 
like America like they got, they're better off all the way around.  Well so I think in about five years 
maybe less the Soviet Union will be the greatest nation in the world because it will be the biggest 
by millions and that has the, the greatest amount of natural resources of any country in Europe and I 
don't know how much, I haven't done very much of a recent survey on the United States anymore 
where we might be getting short, short of that, but I don't think that'll happen here, but what I think 
is that unemployment is a permanent institution now.  And so a society that puts people to work, 
sends them money and they don't do a goddamn [unclear] of work year after year after year, it's not 
normal, they're crazy.  That's not a way to run a society.  You was made and I was made to earn our 
livelihood and if we don't have to work more than two days to earn a livelihood, a good livelihood 
in a modern way, let's work the two days, you got no say, chance to work here at all, that's [unclear], 
so these people get these checks so forth.  I never drew one in my life, I never depended on it, I 
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never wanted to live it and I got more freedom left in my body than I would have any other way that 
I can think of and when I review it over.  I never took nothing and so I didn't degenerate depending 
on somebody else.  My brother, my oldest brother, his name is Mafius Hemmingsen, he's about 25 
years older than I am, so he worked for my father, he was just a logging man, cut logs, cut trees and 
after a while he had such good judgment you know that he got to be a foreman in some of them 
camps and [unclear] supervising [unclear], finally he got to be a walking boss, a walking boss in 
them days in six-seven lumber camps, that was the greatest position that there was in the world, so 
he had a team of horses and a cutter and he drove from camp to camp, he never worked at all 
anymore and so he done that until he got around 50 years old or so, and he wound up a good paying 
job in Boise, Idaho, he quit that job and he went to Victoria, British Columbia and he bought, he 
must have saved up quite a bit of money because he bought a lot of that timber up on the mountain 
side there and so a little while, a couple years, and he had the big sawmill and took in a partner to 
own the sawmill and took in, they had a big sawmill, three carriages and began sawing, re-sawing 
every damn thing you could have in a modern sawmill, well he had that, so finally the two of them 
got too old to carry on, so they sold out but they were millionaires when they sold out, so my oldest 
brother Matt he come to see Edna and I shortly after we, well we must have been there, I can't 
remember the years, but it must have been about 1934-35 that he came to visit us, so he took me in 
the front yard and he said I had to borrow $300 from him when Edna and I got married because I 
didn't have the money, but I did have that car you know, that Dodge Sedan and I had my clothes and 
so forth and so I wrote to him to get the $300 to get married on and that picks up the car too you 
know.  So he said to me when he visited us at Spruce Creek, he says why didn't you ask for $6,000 
in place of $300.  Well I said Jesus that money has to be paid back, I said I never live that way and I 
said it'll be plenty hard enough for me to pay back the $300, it's taken me a couple years to do it 
here now, and I said I got it here now, here it is, I'll give it to you, talking to him right in the front 
yard over there by Spruce Creek.  So he said no, he said I wouldn't take it.  We had one cabin up 
then and he was staying in that cabin, and my neighbor I didn't know it but I found it out afterwards, 
he came over there evenings and played Norwegian folk songs for him, you know see, so they 
stayed there for five days so the second time he called me in the yard, he asked me the second time 
he said why don't you buy all the land from the Lutsen Post Office he said clear to the Cascade 
Lodge.  Well I said I haven't got any money, I ain't that kind of a businessman, I says we 
maneuvered I said to get to be the owners of all this land, I own three and a half acres here now, I 
said every building that's on here belongs to me, I put it up in my spare time after working out 
plumbing all day long I came home and worked ‘til 10, 11 12 o'clock at night I says and doing my 
own work around here, I said that's the way we got started.  So he said well, he said you should own 
all the land, then when you needed money he said you'd use your advertising would be right there 
and somebody would take out a good piece of land and he said you'd have a few dollars if you 
needed to use.  And I said well I said I never depended on anybody else to make a living before and 
I says here we already got a good start, we own the land and we got a home to live in, we own one 
cabin and I said anytime that my wife wants to make sandwiches or do some kind of business I says 
we're successful and I said we don't need to have a lot to live on and I said the people are all nice to 
us here, I said I don't have one person that I know of that ever done us a mean turn up here on the 
North Shore, so I said it's just a matter of continuing to do what we are doing and we'll become 
bigger and I said we'll have a bigger resort and the resort will hold 36 people now, I put up all the 
buildings and I hired some and so I sold out because my son didn't take any interest in me and when 
my wife died 12 years ago I needed help and he wanted nothing to do with it and as soon as he got 
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through school he left, I mean the thing was for him to do was to get the hell out of there, I guess he 
maybe didn't like me, I don't know, but him and I never had a cross word but he was always a lone 
wolf, when he got through with dinner, we had a beautiful dining room, big and spacious and Edna 
was nice to talk to and I was nice to talk to and he'd wipe his mouth off and he'd go right to his 
bedroom, that's the kind of a guy that my adopted son was.  So now the people on the job, they like 
him, he's a good man, he works for the county highway department, but he could have been the 
owner of the whole resort, he could have helped me for a few years until you know I couldn't 
operate anymore then he could have taken over the damn resort, he could have owned the whole 
damn thing, but he didn't have no such ideas, so I decided [unclear] I sold out to [unclear] after 
Edna died I run it for about five years and I couldn't make it anymore so I had to sell and I sold it at 
a cheap price, I could have gotten twice that much if I'd have waited longer, but I had to get rid of it 
sometime, so I did.  And I've been retired now, and what in the hell you gonna do when you're 
retired.  I got ideas by the millions, never get short.  I go out there and sit there day after day after 
day, there ain't a goddamn person to talk to that can talk over three words.  I talk to Howard Evans, 
he's one of the new leaders around Lutsen that, he kind of took over and he said why he said you've 
got to listen to the other man's argument, Clarence, well I said you're gonna sit and listen to a feeble 
minded bunch of people I said and that's going to be entertaining.  There's a woman here I said her 
mouth works good, and her feet works good, her brain don't work at all.  I said I think she's got one 
and a half brain cells and they're both dead.  And I said you say I'm going to have patience enough 
to listen to her.  I said she don’t' take a single step that she knows what she's doing and I call her 
Blanche, Blank Peterson, b-l-a-n-k because she is blank, but her real name is Blanche so I use some 
of my tricky words and I just change that to blank.  She, anytime she can come down here, if I'm not 
here she'll come in here snooping on my stuff, see, and so every time she comes down here I'm 
never get so damn helpless and so lazy that I wouldn't go down, so I go down, she don't come all 
the way then, little by little I finally get through and go back [unclear], I won't let anyone take 
control of anything around here and I've got a roommate, he's a retired railroad engineer, and his 
mind is ten times worse than mine, he's losing something all the time.  He's got six or seven red 
handkerchiefs, you can see one of them there, he loses them nearly every day.  And yesterday he 
lost a pair of wool pants, never lost them at all, but he imagines things, so that's his wife there, his 
wife died something close to about the same time that my wife died.  So he's getting old and his 
mind is failing much too fast, he's got some family problems and every once in a while he asks me 
to say something about his problems and I say well you're old and I said your mind don't work 
anymore and I said you think that you lost a pair of wool pants, I says there's nobody around here 
that steals them, women don't wear wool pants and I said there's all women, I said you trust them to 
take care of your stuff, your clothes and everything and I said you probably moved them and I said 
you put them in a, either in your clothes closet or I said it's in your suitcase there.  I said I can tell 
you ahead of time nobody'll ever steal anything here.  I said they're very very honest.  So now what 
the hell am I going to do to overcome that continuous silence, I don't see how a human brain can sit 
here as many hours as I've sat here for nine months now and have ideas and been able to speak to 
millions of people in the nation and now I can't even get one word all day long.  How I, if I was to 
consider moving to Two Harbors, I talked to them on the phone, I tried to hunt for you through the 
nursing home and I didn't go to the one that's privately owned, I talked to the people that is working 
at the one that is the same as here you know and so I told them about, I said he's the son I said of the 
founder I says of the hospital, I said, Bill Koziak, they said we never heard of him, don't talk to us 
about him, he didn't want to, didn't want to bother at all.  But I said well I said he's well known all 
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over Two Harbors and I said the mere fact that you'd say Bill Koziak, I say one out of a hundred 
people I said they all know and I said why the hell can't you do a little searching and see if you can't 
find Bill Koziak Jr.  I said he's probably visiting up there for a while and I said somebody, I said 
that knows the whole Koziak background, I said they ought to find them for you.  I said I want to 
talk to him and see if he's going to come back here sometime and finish this very hopeful thing that 
you said over the phone and that is that I played an important phone in the hospital program over 
there.  Well you were too young to appreciate it then and I can't tell when I'm successful, I was a 
successful man nationally before I ever moved up here and I decided to quit being successful and I 
couldn't help helping them because they were the people of my beliefs, they were instinctive 
socialists in Two Harbors.  They're the strongest socialist town that worked together and do things 
together because they were socialist minded but not because of the knowing Karl Marx's Das 
Kapital one two and three or any of the other things, they were just socialist because whispering 
from one to the other they said well I'm a socialist.  They don't know why they're socialist, they 
want to do the right thing.  All the rest of the people are doing the right thing so, every one of them 
and that's how socialist is spread in Two Harbors.  And I said if I was going to go Two Harbors, to 
Two Harbors now, there's nobody alive my age and I said if I had the right to stop the bus I'd have 
said if I wanted to show some respect to the people that were my best friends in the past, I said I'd 
stop the bus and I'd get down in silence and bow my head and I said the dead don't talk to the living, 
so I said with even that would be a foolish gesture.  So I said I don't know what to do, I said other 
than to continue and do the best I can.  Now it's your turn to do the talking and the point is now if I 
was to consider going, moving to Two Harbors, would there be anybody any better.  Dr. Koz...or 
Lipping he told me that there's no smarter people in Two Harbors than there is in Grand Marais and 
he said you're a goddamn smart man, he said I can't even [unclear] substance he says for the things 
that and the kind of talk that you expect.  He says because you're a goddamn smart [unclear] he was 
humoring me, he says you know foolishness and you don't want no foolish talk so he says that there 
ain't no substance and he said I'm liking that too.  And he said if you think that just because you 
move to Two Harbors or to Duluth that that's going to improve, you're badly mistaken and I think 
he told the truth there, is it so or isn't? 

?:  [Unclear] 

?:  I don't know, I don't hang around too many people that are a little older, I don't know what, I 
know like you said... 

CH:  Have they got any groups that they can segregate, they're not foolish in their, they've got more 
conversation than three words. 

?:  Well we've been here since anti-nuclear war kind of stuff you know... 

CH:  Yeah, somebody came... 

?:  Yeah, we got, we were the first city [unclear] 

?:  Then we got a co-op, co-operative that's starting down there now... 

CH: Yeah, yeah... 
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?:  Starting up again. 

CH:  Well trying to save the life of the human race is one of the most urgent jobs that there is in the 
world today and they're protesting as best they can by the millions in Europe and it's still small in 
comparison to what it should be but the United States is going to suffer tremendously in the next 75 
years I think for the fact that we have allowed the businesspeople to take over everything, we got 
nothing to say about a single thing.  We have no experienced people, we got nothing... 

?:  Perpetuated through schools... 

CH:  Huh? 

?:  It's perpetuated through school, you're not supposed to think, you're supposed to follow what 
you're supposed to do. 

CH:  That's what John Karaker called the head fixing industry.  They got their heads fixed, use that 
word, it's a goddamn handy word.  So my head has been unfixed and it stays unfixed.  I don't go to 
church.  A preacher came out here the other day, he was going to say some prayers for a couple of 
women that live together over here and he took a look at me, I suppose that to a minister a man 
must be awful queer, he must have some unusual faults and he must be of low quality to not believe 
in God that way that preacher would have wanted, so he probably put me down pretty damn close 
to the floor.  Well I can't be no different than I am, and that's the reason I've been in my notes here.  
When you go back to Two Harbors I want you to check on Lipping.  He's got to be more religious 
than he was when I was in agreement three years ago.  I'd better get a new spokesman for my 
funeral.  Don't need to be a hell of a lot, I go down to see the shoemaker, and he's got two dogs and 
he's got one dog that, if he asks him to speak he'll bark twice.  Well I says you can take him to my 
funeral and I said ask him to bark twice, that'll be good enough.  I'm dead anyway I wouldn't know 
anything about it, but I don't want no preaching going on around, or them taking advantage of my 
gathering and that I am dead and going to be put into the ground and gone, forgotten about, I don't 
want them to have any advantage because a lot of people gather there that might be influenced by 
what's said. 

?:  Yeah, would you like to go out for lunch here, take a little break. 

CH:  Now?  Yeah, sure, sure, anything more that you want to talk about, I'm not tired... 

?:  There's a lot of stuff we could... 

CH:  I've had just a lot of pleasure... 

?:  Yeah, I was telling Carl about going, when he heard John Reed speak and stuff like that so, why 
don't we go have lunch you know, we'll go outside... 

?:  And we'll come back later. 

[Pause] 
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CH:  My father died when I was nine years of age, leaving my mother and seven smaller children to 
raise themself without a father.  I left home at age 14 to work among other things and to learn a 
trade of pipe fitting.  This was a lifetime way to earn a living which having served five years 
apprenticeship I was graduated.  1916 I travelled to Detroit Michigan and finished my trade, for my 
trade here, I heard many public speakers on public questions then, I attended schools on American 
history, economics, world history, many histories, all socialism, but [unclear]... 

END INTERVIEW 
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