Interviewed by Tom O'Connell and Steve Trimble
Interviewed on February 24, 1977
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CS: He said, "My god , Art, you getting mixed up with those goddamn
communists!" and they gave him hell you know . And he said, "I didn't
know exactly what to say to them . " I told Bill Wade11 , yeah,
"You
know, Bill, we got a hell of a lot of feed out of that deal."
So now getting to the [Farm] Holiday [Association].
See , what
happened with the Holiday was that about 1932 the Holiday had
organized.
By the way, the Holiday was primarily a farmers' union
organization. They said, "We've got our co-ops so we cannot carry out
these actions in the name of the Farmers' Union or we'll be in danger
of their suing us and taking our co-op assets." So they changed it
into the Holiday Association and they organized the milk strike under
the name of the Holiday Association.
Well then as the crisis matured more.
In the main I would say we
almost had a monopoly on this proposal of stopping the foreclosures
and evictions.
Life confronted them with the problem that if you
don't stop these goddamned foreclosures you aren't going to have a
chance to stay and so the Holiday immediately began following the lead
of the United Farmers League and organizing these penny sales,
organ1z1ng the demonstrations
at the courthouse
to stop
the
foreclosure of real estate sales .
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In a number of cases, like for instance, the Brown County Holiday
Association, there was a small group of the United Farmers League at
Frederick, South Dakota, but you know Brown County is a big county .
Aberdeen, South Dakota is the county seat, and runs I think about
thirty, forty miles north and south. So there was no organization in
the United Farmers League to the south. So they came to some of the
guys from the United Farmers League and wanted them to help to
organize the Holiday Association and the Holiday Association took in
the organizers of the United Farmers League so they no longer called
it the United Farmers League in Brown County.
But one of the
communists was the chairman of the Holiday
Association of Brown
County, South Dakota, so it was kind of a co-operation between the
two . And many of them, like in this
little north
in
Grant County, South Dakota, Mi11bank , South Dakota where they disarmed
all these sheriffs, that was organized under the name of the Grant
County Holiday Association. But right north of it . . . [tape pause . ]
and down to where I would say , by 1962 or 3 there wasn't anybody
there, indicating clearly the practical attitude of Americans.
When
Engels said Americans have no theory, in fact they're contemptuous of
all theory, but once they start to move, they move with the _____ of a
tornado. And so when it was necessary, like in Chicago during the
unemployed struggles, the Communist Party grew by leaps and bounds.
29

I

I'

When measures were adopted whereby they dealt with the problems,
even in a limited way, then the Communist Party began to die off.

if

ST: Looking back, can you figure out where you think maybe the Party
made a mistake or what they could have done to have combatted that
tendency?

Tw
en

tie

th

C
en
M
in Or tu
ne a ry
so l H Ra
ta ist d
H ory ica
is
to Pr lism
ric oj
al ec in M
So t
in
ne
ci
et
so
y
t

a

CS: Well I would say the main factor that would have saved that [was]
if they had taken advantage of the opportunity that existed in the
form of these independent political organizations, if they had pursued
that and had organized this national Farmer-Labor Party.
Then you
would have had a base for advancing new measures like secure the
safety and happiness of the people and they would have become a much
bigger force, you see. But, for instance, take like the merger of the
Farmer-Labor Party with the Democratic Party here in Minnesota.
At
the time I felt that was a serious error and people like Elmer Benson
who was the governor, he took a long time before he was convinced of
that and then he really never was convinced of it. But only because
the communists have a tendency to be very, they're very sensitive to
the idea that we ever made a mistake. And the truth is you know,
if
you read, if you read Lenin's letter to the American workers, among
other things he said that if we had made ten thousand times as many
mistakes....
In other words, he well recognized that with the
working-class taking this new path of assuming responsibility for
leadership of political sturggles, that they're going to make many,
many mistakes. But like Gus Hall who is the present secretary of the
Party in this country, he had to wait until 1960.
It was '48 when
they agreed to this, but it took him twelve years before he got around
to making a speech down here before a small crowd in which he said he
was a mistake.
Well that's, that's one of the weaknesses of the
American party.
It fears to agree that we made a mistake, when the
truth of it is that you cannot conduct the complicated struggle that's
involved in the working-class becoming the leaders of the people
without making thousands of mistakes.
So you admit the mistakes and
learn from mistakes.
But if you don't admit them, how the hell are
you going to learn?
TO: Can you talk a little bit, like bring us up to date from about
1940 or whenever to now?
What happened during the war years and the
McCarthy period?
CS: Oh, well, I would say that we've probably made some contributions
in the war years too in helping to clarify people's understanding of
the nature of the war, you know, the stake that mankind has in
defeating Hitler, and probably made some contributions as far as
toward improving the conditions of life of the people.
That, at
least, was some justification for our existence.
But then when the
war was over, you see the attacks of the Party were on the Party,
there was a tremendous mobilization of reaction in this country for
the purpose of destroying the communist movement, you know, the
McCarron Law, the Smith Law. I don't know how many people told me the
FBI would come to them and say, "Couldn't you go on the witness stand
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and swear that you heard Clarence Sharp advocate the overthrow of the
government by force and violence?" and the guy said, "Hell, I couldn't
do that, I never heard him say that."
"Well that isn't, you just
testify to that effect. We'll take care of your financial problems
for the next twenty years." And they framed a thousand guys.
A
thousand communists went to jail under the Smith law.

TO:

Geez.
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And one day I checked it carefully by a certain device, I had six FBI
cars following me, snother guy with me. We stayed at a certain place
and we come out and we went about half a mile and a car pulled in
behind us and we'd go another, it was about a thirty mile load into
Aberdeen, South Dakota, and by the time we came ten miles we had these
six cars behind us. We turned into the highway, and the guy with me
who was a representative of the Central Committee, he said to slow
down, so we slowed. I was driving an old 1939 Dodge. I slowed down
to about thirty miles an hour and this was an opening of the pheasant
season and so there was a lot of traffic on the road, so he slows down
to thirty miles an hour.
You can imagine these cars pulling out and
going by, but these same cars didn't go by. So then I'd speed up to
fifty-five miles an hour and they all followed it. Then I'd slow down
to thirty miles an hour and the other cars, the regular traffic was
pulling by, but not these six. Well, I was saying this only relating
to this fact, that often I'd have one, two or three cars following me.
And you'd go to a place and they would set up on a hill with spy
glasses and . ...

Tw
en

tie

th

CS: Real intimidation of people. Like I mentioned this banker .
And
I'm now going into the question of the impact of the harrassment on
the Party. This banker that I told you was nominated as a candidate
for governor on the Socialist Party ticket in June of 1916, this guy,
although he was banker, he was the cashier of this bank for thirtynine years, and a very good banker. He served one term at least as
president of the South Dakota Bankers Association.
But he,
for
instance I didn't tell you this story after this kidnapping and being
throwed out of the car south of Missile. The Home Guard came.
He
lived close to a Menonnite colony and the Home Guard they, you know
what the Menonnites were, they were pacifists. They wouldn't support
war. They wouldn't buy bonds. They wouldn't give to the Red Cross or
anything.
So what did these Home Guard guys do? They go to the
Mennonite colony, they separate two hundred head of sheep, drive them
off down to the market and sell the sheep and give the money to the
Red Cross.
This was 1917.
At that time this Bill Ramford, this
cashier of the bank was also a lawyer, so they come to Ramford and
they said, "By God, they come and stole our sheep.
What can we do
about it?"
And so well Bill said he'd take the case. He took the
case. They did this in broad daylight you see so the Menonnites had
their names and they must've sued them for so much damages, and so
Ramford took this case and beat them and they had to pay big penalties
along with the price of the sheep.
And so what did they do?
They
immediately go to the South Dakota Bar Association and get Ramford
31

disbarred as an attorney because
elements, the Menonnites.

he took the case of these

seditious

C
en
M
in Or tu
ne a ry
so l H Ra
ta ist d
H ory ica
is
to Pr lism
ric oj
al ec in M
So t
in
ne
ci
et
so
y
t

a

Well now I'll come to what I was trying to tell you. Understand now
he's a banker mind you.
Then I became the leader of the Party in
South Dakota in '32 and from '32 on to about 1950 I go to Ramford
regularly to get contributions. He takes the Daily Worker and I get
contributions from him for the Worker and the Communist Party.
One
day I come in the bank and he takes me in the back office and he says,
"Clarence, I've known you for a long time. I got to something to say
to you. I hate like hell to say it but you'll no more than leave the
house and in will drive one of these goddamn FBI men and get ahold of
my wife and scare her plum stiff 'til she's a nervous wreck. Much as
I hate to see this, I have to ask you not to come to see me no more."
And I didn't go him after that.
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But this prevailed with a hell of a lot of people. There was a lot of
people that said well, they didn't say it in so many words but they
had ways of telling you that they didn't want you to come anymore
because of the intimidation. And so I would say that this harassment
of the FBI, you know going around to the neighbors of the Party people
and inquiring from them and then the neighbors would come and tell
Party people about the FBI being around to see them....
That,
together with the change in conditions, like the greater prosperity of
the farmers in the war period and even after the war, the harassment
of the Party, these laws and stuff like that, made it very difficult
for the Party to play the role it could have played in such movements
as the progressive party movement.
Of course there I would say
conditions were more difficult to handle, but I would say that the
main explanation for the
decline of the Communist Party
was
harassment . Sending 100 people to jail and thousands of others were
intimidated and terrorized. You know they'd go around, for instance,
I don't know how many people that they went to and said, "You're
alright, you're not in any danger but let me tell you this Clarence
Sharp is in deep trouble with the United States government and he's
going to get his." And stuff like this you know.
This was not the only explanation of the decline of the Party, I would
say that when Browder wrote his book in which he said among other
things that when the war is over that the capitalists of America will
double the wages of the workers because this is the only way in which
they can have markets for their goods, what kind of nonsense is this?
This
situation
existed
since
capitalism,
namely
that
the
impoverishment of the working - class and the private appropriation of
production by the capitalists created this lack of market.
But
goddamn it, a lot of people I suppose, momentarily maybe, accepted
that for a minute.
You know I called a meeting in Roberts County,
South Dakota, about fifty people, in which I explained Browder's
position in Tehran(?). And right after that meeting, we lost at least
a third if not a half of the members.
I told you [about] one guy who was hanging onto the arm of the sheriff
32
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of Grant County, South Dakota, when he said, "Boys, I'm a hundred
percent with you" and this gesture was holding his arm. He said,
"I
knew he was going to be with us all the time; it just took a little
coaxing. "
Well in a meeting at Brown's Valley, Minnesota, I
elaborated on Browder's theory of how progressive American capitalists
were going to be at the end of World War II and he got up and took the
floor and he said that he disagreed completely with this analysis.
"How in hell can anybody who's lived and experienced the things that
he has at the hands of the American capitalists believe such
as Browder's putting out in Tehran?" Hell, I didn't quarrel with him
because I half agreed with what he was saying. But as I said, the
prestige of the Party just collapsed as a result of this.
We had another meeting in Minot, North Dakota, where we had sixty
people at it, and an old farmer who had eight quarters of land (and
you'd think a guy with eight quarters of good land and buildings
shouldn't be too militant a guy, but he was born in a socialist
community down in Green County, Wisconsin, and he'd been a socialist
all his life up 'til the Communist Party emerged). When I got done
speaking at this meeting, he gets up there and he kind of half
laughing, he said, "My god, I'd like to believe this rosy picture of
the future that Clarence has spelled out here, but God Almighty, I
went broke too many times at the hands of these capitalists to accept
such conception of what American capitalists are." So there again we
lost almost half of the membership of the North Dakota organization
right after that. Because of these theories didn't jive with reality
at all.
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In the same way now I grant you that you know there's tremendous
illusions among the American people you know like they've had of
Carter, but it seems to me that just the actions of the newsmen here
today is evidence that they're losing their illusions awful goddamn
fast.
In fact I'm wondering if the election returns up in the Seventh
District yesterday isn't evidence of that when Mondale and Perpich and
Wendell Anderson go up into the district urging, and Humphrey sends
his word up that people that you trust tell you to vote for Mike
Sullivan, but they didn't vote for Mike Sullivan, they voted for
Stangeland, and this only a month after Carter had been in office. So
the returns in the paper said Stangeland only got just a few more
votes than what the Republican candidate did last fall running against
Bergland, but that two-thirds of the vote for Bergland didn't vote
now, they just stayed horne. So in other words already they're losing
their illusions about American capitalism.
I think we're at a point in history here where Carter's going to have
to go back on these goddarnn threats against the Soviet Union.
supposed to be their negotiator and he told the newsmen yesterday that
anybody who thinks that you could win a nuclear war against the Soviet
Union is insane, and they are, and yet what the hell the connotations
of continuing the arms race but preparations for war?
And if you
continue as the Soviet leaders say, that inevitably it'll occur.
Something will set it off if you don't retreat from this nonsensical
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position. But again, what is it that motivates capitalism?
And no place is the profit bigger than in arms.
TO:

Profits.

Right.

TO:

That's
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CS: So it seems to me that there is no other solution . And they way
things are moving now, and the financial crisis that they've plunged
themselves into and the tremendous expansion of productive capacity in
comparison to the people's ability to buy beans, that we are now at
that point of history where capitalism has become outmoded and will
not function, cannot, cannot continue.
If you look at Britain, see,
it's the cartoon in the paper the other day, why they showed a German
with a big bucket and he's pouring dollars down a well. It said, "How
long can you keep pouring money down a bottomless pit?"
In other
words, loans to Britain to keep it afloat. They and the United States
was trying to do this. They're trying to do the same thing with
Israel, but how long can they keep doing that when here's Carter
telling them you can't afford this limousine to go to the White House
but squander another 120 billions on ...
what I think

about demogogry being

more dangerous

than
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CS: That's right, they're seeing themselves into real problems.
But
there again, if you ask yourself how many people in the state of
Minnesota are advocates of socialism today, how many members of the
Communist Party of Minnesota, well I don't know for sure but if they
got fifty I'm sure that's a lot of them.
Whereas if you go back to
19 ... the election campaign of 1914, more than sixty percent of the
voters of Minnesota were voting for Socialist Party candidates, sixty
percent of them! How come? What's the great change that was brought
about here?
That they don't dare or they are at least not now
convinced that socialism is necessary? I would say mainly it's terror
and it's demagoguery too. You see, what's the explanation of Mondale
and Humphrey being in the leading positions of government today?
In
my opinion the explanation that it's precisely the fact that following
1948 they went up and down this state and up and down the nation
saying that we must be given the credit for driving the communists out
of the Minnesota Farmer-Labor Party.
And it was because of this
achievement that the American bourgoisie said these are the kind of
people we have to advance in leading positions, who are demagogues
that are popular among the masses, but are past masters of anticommunism.
TO:

Oh yeah.

ST:

Oh yeah, Humphrey, a lot of people just love him you know .

CS :

Right, well read his books .

ST:

Did you ever leave the Party?
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CS:

Did what?

ST:

Did you leave the Communist Party?

CS:

I was expelled.

ST:
Oh you were expelled, okay,
Flowers and he left ...

cause we were

And rejoined.

ST:

And I think he's just rejoined.

[Jimmy]
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TO:

talking to

What happened to you then?

CS:
Well I would say that the main explanation for that is
factionalism. In other words, the guy who was brought in in 1957 as
the secretary when Carl Ross left, he was really a sick man; we were
scraping the bottom of the barrel.
TO:

This was in Minnesota now or nationally?

CS: No, no, I'm talking about the guy who, Sam Davis, he's dead now.
You see Carl Ross went with Johnny Gates. He was the secretary of the
Party in Minnesota in '57 and he went with Johnny Gates and quit the
Party. And the chairman of the Party at that time also, because of
the anger that he had toward the leadership for taking him out and
putting him into a
security _____ you know and left his
family for a number of years, but a good guy, he was fooled to some
extent by Gates and Ross and so he didn't leave the Party but he
resigned as chairman.
And so I was the only guy left full time and
since I did not have any experience in the working-class I didn't feel
that I was
to ...
TAPE FOUR, SIDE TWO:)

th

(END TAPE FOUR, SIDE ONE.
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CS: ... and he had been twice, he'd been twice accused of and charged
with factionalism and convicted of that and disciplined for it as
factionalism. You know the leadership of the party was a big thing to
struggle for, and so he had lots of this.
In fact one time he
immediately started moving to get me out of the position of full time.
I was getting fifteen dollars a week, he was getting twenty-five.
He
said he couldn't live on the twenty-five and had to have fifty and he
wants to get me off the payroll. But that wasn't the main thing. The
main thing was that he felt, like for instance in North Dakota we'd
had the situation there where one of the people in a leading position
was elected to Congress and then to the Senate and I had been a factor
in it.
And so he felt that this was g~v~ng me too much credit or
something like this you know, that he wasn't shining as much as I was.
And then we had a case, this Coya Knutson was running up here.
He'd
gotten me off the payroll and I volunteered to go up there. We had a
hundred readers of the Worker and so she came through the primary
although Humphrey and Mondale and Freeman all went up there to try to
defeat her but ...
35
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ST:

Oh she was real progressive?

CS:

Huh?

TO:

She wasn't particularly progressive was she?

TO:
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CS: Well she took a damn good position on war, on farm problems and
on peace too.
And so we were supporting her for whatever, because
she, mainly we were supporting her because she was anti-machine.
Right, right, right.

CS: And so because of this, this Davis, Dick Davis, became obsessed
with doing something to get me out of the way. So what he did, we had
the fight for the Bill of Rights on and a guy by the name of Frank
Wilkinson, he was the head of the Bill of Rights movement nationally.
He was to come in here for a meeting and we scheduled it for the AFofL
Hall, Labor Center over there in southeast you know.
And the
goddamned red-baiters were active as hell at that time. They got to
the board so they cancelled this hall just a week before the meeting
was to take place. So I was working as a what is called"a faction"
with this Bill of Rights committee and so a guy by the name of Harry
Mayville was the head of it and he did a very good job with it.
In
fact, he got fifteen people to go to New York to a national conference
on the Bill of Rights.
TO:

He was a big union organizer, wasn't he?

CS:

He what?

he, for

the Party?

Hadn't

th

TO:
He was a union organizer wasn't
Mayville been involved in unions?
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CS:
Yeah, yeah he was one of the main organizers of the labor
movement here in the Thirties and real militant. And so what happened
was that when they cancelled this meeting--the guys in Chicago were
organizing this meeting--they called Harry and told him that after
that bad publicity, all the red-baiting going on, he could never get a
crowd and so he should cancel the meeting.
But Harry was a very
determined guy and he goes to one of the hotels here and he got
another meeting place and advertised that.
But then Wilkinson came
into Chicago and he, he talked it over with the guy, I forgot the name
of the guy in Chicago in charge of it.
And so he called Harry back
and he said (Frank just came out of prison, been in prison for a year,
hadn't seen his wife for a year), and he said after we talked it over,
"We're convinced you can't have a successful meeting up there so
Frank is leaving this afternoon; he's flying to LA to see his wife."
And so then there was nothing to do but cancel it, so we cancelled it.
But then Sam he took advantage of this. Now the Party rules you know
if you're charged with wrongdoing, the rules are that you must appoint
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a committee to investigate this and only when the investigating
committee has made recommendations to the proper authorities can they
put your trial for action you know, to expulsion or disciplinary or
whatever it is. But he was bureaucrat enough he didn't think it was
necessary to follow the Party rules and so he called a meeting of the
state committee, left out people who he thought might be friendly to
me, and put in a lot of other people who weren't members and they had
a real lynch party accusing me of being a coward and capitulating to
attacks on the Party. They'd had a picnic out here. Arthur Wright
had been attacked
In fact I stood at the gate there one time,
still got some pictures of it you know where the Latvian
were
trying to break into this meeting ground and I was pushing them back.
Well anyway that was the charge this time, that I had capitulated to
the pressure of the ultra-right and if I didn't admit that, the board
should be given the authority to expell me from the Party.
Geez, what a ...
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CS: I'd been fulltime for thirty years without any charge against me
but, anyway three weeks later the board met and expelled me, so I got
retired. But you know, like I said, he pretended to a great bravery
you know but actually shortly after this Gus Hall came along and took
him into Chicago and they relieved him of his responsibility in the
leadership here and put him on a job down there at Chicago as a
correspondent for the Daily Worker.
He was only there for a short
time and he had a heart attack and came back up here and had another
one and shortly after that he died. Well actually the guy was a sick
guy,
had been for a long time.
At one time when I was on the
National Committee of the Party--and this was a convention of '59--but
he got it into his head that one way to denigrate me was to keep me
from going to the convention. So while I was out of town he got a
board meeting to decide that only he should go to the convention .
Well of course I was bound to go to the convention by the rules of the
Party; as a member of the National Committee I was supposed to be
there and they sent me orders that I was to be there. But anyway when
they had the convention and I was nominated and elected as a delegate
he was very put out [about] that.
He called me over to the house in
the presence of another guy and he said, "Now why couldn't you have
just got up there and told him that there's a decision that I'm not to
go, and therefore that I decline to go?" "Well, I said, "Sam, you
know the provisions of the constitution provide that if you have been
in the Party so long, you're qualified to be a delegate.
I don't
intend to have anybody take my constitutional rights away from me."
He became so angry he blurted out what was the matter. He said we'd
had a guy by the name of Clarence Hathaway in here who used to be the
editor of the Daily Worker but he was expelled because of his
drinking. But you know, he'd spent five years in the Moscow training
school and so he had a lot of experience. I went to Clarence Hathaway
to discuss things with him about different things.
By that time he
was back in the Party and so this Sam said, "Goddman you. You write
to Clarence and discuss things with him when the truth was I was more
competent than he was.
I bow to no one he said in my mastery of
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Marxism . n
TO :

Geez, what a tripper.

CS: Well the poor guy was, you know like I say he was sick, he was
sick. This factionalism of his was evidence of that sickness , of a
completely distorted concept of the Party. Christ , I spent thirty
years in it and I know . . .
What was his background, was he, was he even a worker?

CS:

No, no.

TO:

Intellectual?
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TO:

CS: No, no on the contrary. His folks were in the commercial world .
For instance, I was in Chicago one time and so I got to tell him about
some experiences around Chicago.
He said, "Goddamn it, I was in
Chicago at that time." (This is in 1931 and '32.)
"I was a court
reporter for the Chicago Journal of Commerce and you know goddamn it I
never knew that there was any crisis at that time, unemployment or
anything like that . " Well Jesus Christ, I said to myself, how in the
hell can a guy live in this country--and this was 1931 and '32 with
the crisis it was then--and he doesn't know there was one . So he was
brought up in a, kind of an isolated world , of the business world.
TO:
After the Party declined, like the later Fifties, this Gates
thing, I really don't understand that .
What were the contending
issues or positions then?
What did Gates stand for?
Were there
different positions or lines about what the Party should do during
that time?
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CS: Oh well I would say that the main activity of the Party in that
period of time was the fight against McCarthy and the drift toward
war . I think the confirmation of that was in the Wallace statement.
If you remember he criticized, in fact, condemned the Party after his
campaign in '48. But he said, he had no regrets about it because he
was convinced that the Progressive Party movement saved this country
from being plunged into a third world war. That's how he weighed the
situation.
And I would say that the work of the Communist Party
during that period in rousing the American people to the dangers of
being plunged into this Third World War was a great contribution, a
great contribution . I think you know after Churchill came to Fulton ,
Missouri and made this speech about the danger of communism and he had
this nut, Truman, in there who wanted to throw the bomb. In fact when
he went to , what was the name of this town in Germany where he went as
a representative of the United States after the Second World War, he
told somebody that he had Stalin right where he wanted him. He said
we can do anything with him because he thought they had a monopoly on
the bomb.

And so I would say that along with some struggle against, like in
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farm movement, there was contributions that the Communist Party made
in the struggle against the attacks upon the farmers you know in
driving prices down, we've succeeded in organizing certain movements
that was a defense like in '55 in North Dakota where they organized a
march on Yashington to protest the drop in the cattle prices.
All
during this period the Party was struggling on certain economic issues
plus the struggle against plunging the nation into a third world war
and ...
Have you ever thought about rejoining the Party?

CS: Yell, as you can gather from what I was saying, my conception of
the world is that it's absolutely necessary that the working-class
should move in and take over power as they have in the socialist
world. And in my opinion (I take a lot of magazines you know like New
Times and Moscow News and Soviet Yeekly and Yorld Marxist Review), and
I try to keep up with the world and from everything that I have, I'm
reading now, is convincing me more and more that capitalism is
obsolete. That it's a real danger to the existence of mankind and
stands in the way of the greatest happiness of men that we've ever
seen in the history of the human race.
TO:

Right.
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CS: The big problem is how to take control of governments out of the
hands of a handful of bankrupt capitalist leaders and bring it back
into the hands of the working-class, of the people.
And I think
you'll see many moves in that direction already.
If you take
countries, for instance the news that appeared in this magazine The
Point, it's supposed to be on foreign affairs, but it goes on to say
in there commenting on the situation in Egypt, in Israel and they
quote what the hell's the name of the ruler in Saudi Arabia?
They
quote him as having told Vance when Vance was there, that unless you
move quickly to bring about peace in the Middle East you are going to
have an upr1s1ng in many of the Arab countries.
He doesn't say
Israel, but I say Israel too. In other words, if you read in the
papers just lately, Israel's got some big strikes on right now.
In
other words, the burden that these maniacs in Israel, the capitalist
maniacs are placing upon the working-class is becoming unbearable and
they are not going to accept it. And this king of Saudi Arabia says
that unless, he tells Vance, that unless you move quickly, you're
going to have an uprising especially in Egypt and Jordan and probably
Syria. So I would say that this is just part of the things that are
developing. There's evidence that people can no more tolerate.
Just
take some of the stories about what happened in Egypt here a month ago
when that uprising took place you know and the standard of living that
they've got over there.
Meantime Egypt is squandering thousands and
millions of dollars on arms, see, and Israel is doing the same goddamn
thing you know.
And meantime the conditions of their people is
deteriorating to where it's just no longer tolerable.
And I would say that

you've got the evidence right here at home
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with a serious crisis, a credit crisis, because the bankers are
telling them we have to wait and see whether we're going to advance
credits .
For one thing, a lot of you have got soil so dry that we
don't know that you can raise a crop even if you plant it.
For
another thing,
you're going to sell it at about half of what it'll
cost to produce it and that doesn't make a good credit risk. And if
you don't advance them credit, what are you going to do with these
farmers?
Are you going to plunge them into the ranks of the
unemployed?"
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Now Perpich, through _____ credit government program, he's got about
sixteen farmers in a few counties that are out here that have got a
job at $3.50 an hour that'll last until the first of April, or 15th of
April I guess it is and that's supposed to pull them through.
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But there's a report corne, they had a meeting of the advisory council
of the South Dakota Farmers Union and that's a big organization too.
They had a hundred representatives there of all the counties of South
Dakota and they recorded there that unless this drought situation
changes shortly, they expect that one half of the farmers on REA will
not be able to pay their bills and therefore REA will collapse because
we won't have the patronage necessary to keep it going.
In addition
to that they said, they said that a survey in the six worst counties
showed that sixty percent of the farmers of South Dakota are looking
for a job off the farm in order to exist during this winter. This was
in November that they held this meeting, see . Well with a situation
like that you see, what are these guys going to do?
They are
confronted with some very serious problems. Judging by the past, when
they're confronted with being told get off, no place to go, they're
going to fight. The very fact that they're under so many illusions,
they've had dreams of security and when these dreams of security are
smashed, let me tell you my experience is they get very militant.
I
don't know how many demonstrations I was in and I would say I never
was in one of them but what I was amazed at the militancy of these
demonstrators. They frightened me.
They frightened me with their
boldness in challenging police and everything else.
I was demonstrating in Chicago where we had asked to go to a lee
station and they wouldn't give us the permit code to go
square
a block north. We had no less than fifteen thousand in the march and
we march up Clark Street and we'd get up to a block north of North
Avenue here and here the cops had strung a double line of cops cross
the street. So I watched these big Italians, Sicilian Italians, many
of them had belonged to the Capone[?] gang. A couple different times
they took me down and showed me a machine gun they had, if we ever
need them why we got them, don't forgot we got them.
And so I was
watching, there was one of them was named Sam Ryan[?], he had a snare
drum strapped on, he was going "trmp, trmp-tr-tr-mp-trmp."
I was
watching him when he was probably about thirty wide, or twenty wide at
least you know in the cars, tried watching these people. What are you
going to do when you corne up against that line of cops and he'd been
determined that we were going to go to the lee station. Just as we
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get up there why he, he starts turning this way you know and the cars
____ slowing over you know and go down over to Dearborn Street and
there's another line of cops. So there wasn't much else to do but to
turn and go north along Bugoss Square over to the library. When they
had these demonstrations we had a box we carried along. We'd get up
on the box and we didn't have no loudspeakers and here's twenty
thousand people out here, trying to talk to them. But anyway I go to
get up on the box and
pull me off that box like that you know
and he gets up there and he tells them, he said, "We come here asking
for ice tickets, for shoes for the kids and stuff like this and three
different times we ask for them and don't get them. This time we're
going to really fix it. What do you say?" He just whipped the crowd
up into a frenzy you know and they were mad too you know. You can
imagine. There's no refrigerators and then you got a goddamn roller
ice box but you haven't got any ice and here this is August 1932, boy
that's rough, and the kids haven't got any shoes. And Sam has got ten
kids. And so Joey shouted go to the lee station, so Sam gets off that
box and picks up his drum and puts that on his head "trmp" and here's
a crowd about, oh, sixty feet of crowd at least, there's an awful long
library here and we start pushing. I pushed up right up along side of
Sam and we start pushing through this crowd and we get about sixty
feet and there's about five hundred cops there lined up in a wedge
across the corner. Just as we get up to the cops, and they was, those
first two lines of cops were as white as ghosts, goddamn it I was just
at that you know.
And just as we got up there why somebody
grabbed me you know, swung me around like that, they had about six or
seven plainclothesman among the crowd, you know, police and ...

42

END

OF

INTERVIEW. )

