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Transcript of an Oral History 

INTERVIEW WITH MR. WILLIAM MAUPINS 

JULY 31, 1975 

Interviewed by: Mr. Malik Simba, 
Musa Foster, and Seitu Jones. 

NOTE: The questioner will be identified as "Interviewer." 

Interviewer: •.• 625 Ninth Avenue East, Duluth, Hinnesota. This interview is 

being taken in conjunction with the Black History Project of the Uni-

versity - of the Minnesota Historical Society. Interviewers will be 

Seitu Jones, Malik Simba, and Musa Foster. 

Mr. Maupins was born in Duluth, Minnesota on the first of July of 

1922. His adopted parents were William F. Maupins, who was born in 

Palmyra, Missouri in 1884, and Mrs. Cornelia Maupins who was born in 

Bryant, Texas in the year 1884. Presently Hr. Maupins is lab super-

visor for the Chemistry Department of the University of Minnesota in 

Duluth. He was educated in the Duluth public schools, served for some 

time in the United States Navy. 

From 1958 until 1969 he was president of the Duluth NAACP. He is 

also presently on the state board ~ he has been; he has been on the 

state board - of the American Civil Liberties Union. Mr. Maupins, can 

you give me the date, the year, and the place of your birth, please? 

Maupins: July 1, 1922. It's approximate, as I mentioned before. 

Interviewer: And where were you born? 

Maupins: In Duluth. 

Interviewer: And that's in what county? 

Maupins: St. Louis County in Minnesota. 

Interviewer: And your parents were: 

Maupins: William F. Ma~pins and Cornelia Maupins. 

Interviewer: And they were born approximately? 
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Maupins: 

-2-

My father was born ••• Both were born approximately 1884. My 

father was born in Palmyra, Missouri, and mother was born in Bryant, 

Texas. 

Interviewer: All right. I'd like to ask you what your impressions have been 

growing up in Duluth. This is the first question. 

Maupins: Well, I think as a youngster it was favorable because we were 

rather isolated and we weren't It was during the Depression, and 

everybody was scuffling, and I suppose we were restricted into a par

ticular neighborhood. They weren't segregated neighborhoods in the 

sense of a large city. We didn't have a Black neighborhood in that 

sense. But I found the schools relatively free of discrimination. 

Undoubtedly, many of the teachers were bigots, but they seemed to be a 

professional group. They seemed to do -- by today's standards a 

fair job with the minority students. 

What I mean by that is ••. We had a reunion, a Duluth reunion, 

approximately five years ago in Duluth, of Blacks who lived in Duluth 

in the '20's and '30's, and we noted that the Black kids, some of them 

went on to be dentists, college graduates, back in the '30's were able 

to do this. And we find today an overwhelming amount are coming out of 

high school and can't read. So by that standard, I think the teacher 

was more professional back in those days or did a more professional job. 

So it -- you didn't meet discrimination until you went to high school 

and started trying to go out to some of the places that ••• and then it 

was very segregated. Although Minnesota has a public accommodations law -

they had a public accommodation law - most desirable places were segregated 

and you couldn't attend. 
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Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

-3-

What kind of place was it to grow up in? Weather-wise, what was 

the social climate, broadly speaking? 

Well in those days the social climate was centered around two 

churches mainly. And there were I recall my father being a member 

of several different lodges, and since all fraternal organizations were 

were segregated and probably are today, the Blacks had their own. And 

it was a time of survival, and I suppose there wasn't that much militancy 

towards integration at that point. 

Were there any Garveyites here? 

No. We had one fellow though, that was an interesting man. He was 

far ahead of his time. Professor Williams. Did you run across him in 

any of your •.• ? 

Interviewer: Not yet. 

Maupins: Oh he was a very polished and scho1ared musician. When he came to 

Duluth he couldn't get any kind of a job. And he ended up retiring from 

the post office as an elevator operator. B~t I noticed in the paper here 

about two month ago, they had something that happened about fifty years 

ago in our city, and he was conducting the Duluth Civic Symphony at some 

concert. He lived on the Heights. My father later married his daughter, 

so I remember him quite well. He published a little weekly paper. So he 

was far ahead of the times of the average Black. 

Interviewer: He published a weekly paper? 

Maupins: Yes, he had a weekly paper going. 

Interviewer: Do you remember the name of it? 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

I don't know. Maybe it was the Progressive or something. I don't 

recall the anme. But his name was Henry Williams and if you were to 

contact some old timer in the news business they'd probably remember. 

What two churches are you referring to? 

Calvary Baptist and St. Mark's. 
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Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

-4-

Now was there any division in terms of class within the Black 

community between different groups in terms of economic or whatsoever? 

I don't think it was I don't recall as a kid ... 

Economic, life style or .•. 

... economic class. I think it was quite a homogeneous group. 

I mean that among those that were trying to work and make a living. 

There was a difference between the This was a center for the 

railroads. And I guess during the Prohibition, I guess bootlegging 

was quite strong here coming in from Canada. But I don't think 

We didn't have classes; didn't have societies. I never noticed that 

till I came in contact with Twin Cities people. We didn't have any

thing of that nature that I can recall. 

What kind of Black professionals were here? Doctors, lawyers ... 

(Phone rings.) 

(Tape Recorder Off Temporarily) 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

What kinds of professional people did the Black community attract? 

Doctors, lawyers, architects, teachers, so on and so forth? 

Okay. They ..• Duluth had very, very many restrictions in the 

employment field. At one time there was a Negro dentist in town. He 

didn't stay here very long. And there had been lawyers, but not lawyers 

that set up shop. They were more or less operating out of their homes 

back at ... One of them, McE1och, was involved in defending one of 

those boys in the lynching. (Phone rings.) 

Let me give you an idea. As late as 1938 or '39 a girl named 

Dorothy Thomas, whose home was in Gary, New Duluth, was attending the 

state teacher's college, which is a forerunner of UMD. And one of the 

requirements of getting a teacher's certificate was you have to practice 

teach in the Duluth public schools although she was in secondary education. 
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Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

-5-

And that shows you how discriminatory the schools were from the 

standpoint of allowing any person to become a teacher. 

Now we had a policeman during the 20's. He was on for a very short 

period. But no more have ever been put on until five years ago. We had 

a situation where the last person hired in the post office was hired some

time during the Depression, early '30's, and none were hired up until 

approximately twelve years ago. But there was a long stretch where none 

were hired. So we had a very repressive type of employment here. 

Most of the people who worked here worked in the steel plant. Even 

there, they could not work anyplace in the plant. There was two unions 

that governed the steel plant, 1028 which takes care of the laborers, 

heaterman, the melters and so forth; then you have the clerical union 

which is separate. No Blacks to my knowledge ever came under the 

clerical union. I mean right up until today, I don't know of any of 

them that ever came under that part of the union. 

Did Blacks playa role in forming these unions? 

Yes. A fellow by the name of Mr. Wiley was one of the organizers 

of 1028. His name may have come up to you. Lee Wiley. He died here 

about a year ago. He retired from there as a heaterman, which is rather 

high level paying job in a steel mill. I think about the only grade 

that's high than that is a melter. I don't think any Blacks made melter. 

But he did. He was one of the organizers. In fact at his funeral I 

talked with Earl Bester, who for years ran the union of steel workers 

up here~ and he recalls Lee peddling out literature on the street corner 

when they wouldn't allow him to go into the plant with it. So Lee was 

instrumental in that union and he, to the best of my knowledge~ was the 

only Black that really stuck with it throughout the years. He was an 

officer in the union all the way. 

What was the name of that lawyer again who ... 
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Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

-6-

There was a McEloch; he was here. He was a lawyer. And there 

was a lawyer from Bemidji. 

Mr. Scrutchens? 

Scrutchens, yes. Fedo couldn't find any trace of him now. Did you 

find any trace of him around? 

We're looking for it now because we wanted to do a piece on his work. 

Yes, he couldn't find any trace of him. 

Interviewer: They found some things I •.. There's a man that lives in the Cities 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

by the name of S. E. Hall. S. Ed Hall. He's ninety-five now. But he said 

he remembers him. He said that he was one of the Black people that there 

has been put up a monument. There was a monument that was put up by people 

in the Iron Range because of all those people he had defended there. 

Well he was down here and was involved ..• See there were two trials. 

The fellows that they didn't lynch, they tried them for rape, and then 

the Whites that did the lynching. So he was defending the Blacks at 

the first. 

Can you tell us about this lynching that took place? When did it 

take place? 

I believe it was June 15, 1920. And 

Can you tell us something about it? 

Well, roughly, A circus came to town, and in those days when a circus 

came to town it was sort of a holiday to go out and watch the - what do you 

call them - roustabouts put up the big tent. It was quite a knack ..• It 

was quite a thrill, and concessionaires would be open, and these fellows 

that they called roustabouts generally were Blacks from the deep South, 

and what happened was that that night a woman claimed she was raped. (A 

later check shows the circus was closing down, not setting up.)* Now 

*Later note by William Maupins. 
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-7-

Now the interesting part about that was she never reported the rape 

until the following afternoon. And her boyfriend reported it. And 

they were having lynchings around the country. If you read the papers 

of that day, you'll find that every week there was a lynching someplace 

in the country. So it got fanned up here in Duluth and they estimated 

as many as nine thousand people actually witnessed these lynchings. We're 

speaking about a city that at that time probably was about 85,000, 80,000. 

Interviewer: Wow. 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

They took out of the jail in Duluth. The circus moved to Virginia. 

And I understand And they went up there and arrested a number of 

them and brought them back to Duluth. And when the lynching fever came 

along people did ask the police at that time, were they going to move 

them to Carleton County so there wouldn't be a lynching? And they appar

ently were ignored by the police department. And then when the drive came 

on the police department, they just took the men out. They held some kind 

of kangaroo court. They didn't take them all out; they only took three 

for some reason. Something took place inside the jail. And they hung 

them right in front of the Shrine Auditorium. 

Where is the Shrine Auditorium? 

That would be at Third Avenue East and First Street. 

Third Avenue East and First Street? 

Yes. 

Now if the circus went south 

Went north to Virgj.nia. 

Virginia, Minnesota. 

• < , 

Yes. The circus played in Duluth and then they apparently moved on, 

I believe the Robinson. The best that I can remember. 
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Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

-8-

So these men were not arrested while the circus was in town? 

No. They were arrested in Virginia and brought back here. 

And there were twelve people who were arrested? 

Approximately, I believe. I can't swear by the number. But I 

believe there was a number of them were arrested. 

Now during the trial of the White defendants. How did that come 

about? How did the trial of the White defendants come about? 

Well editorials in both the News Tribune and the Herald, which were 

different papers in those days, were very much appalled by the lynching 

and so were many of the better class people - were really shook up that 

this took place here because it's not the best thing to take place in 

your city of this size. Most lynchings that were happening were not 

happening in cities as large as Duluth. I mean police departments are 

usually adequate to take care of it, except possibly in the deep South. 

What year did the lynchers come to trial? 

Oh they were indicted.,. There was an indictment almost immediately, 

within a month I'm certain. Because I read I didn't read all the 

transcripts, but from reading the old newspapers, it took place •.• 

About eleven or twelve were indicted. 

Were the other nine Black men acquitted? Were there any people 

acquitted? 

No, they were found guilty, which was interesting. 

They were found guilty? 

That's my understanding, 

Then were they sentenced to ... 

Well I don't know if they ever did any time. Now that's not clear 

to me. But Fedo was going into that, and he said that was the strangest 

thing that ever took place that he ever heard of. And the trial was so •.. 
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Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

-9-

You know, there was a real miscarriage of justice there. 

Can you identify this Mr. Fedo to whom you have been referring? 

Yes. He sat on my porch chair for a couple of hours just reviewing 

what he had and he wanted leads as to who was here at the time. 

Was he a native of Duluth? 

Yes. His family's here. He's a young fellow. He could be in 

graduate school at the University, and his father lives about five 

blocks from here. 

That's his last name? 

Fedo~ yes. 

Spell it. Can you spell it? 

F-E-D-O. 

What kind of aftermath was there in the wake of the lynchings and 

the trial? 

Well my father told me that the Ku Klux Klan was here. They burned 

a cross up where Wallace Rodney lived, up around his house. 

Where was that? 

Up on the boulevard. That would be straight up Eighth Avenue East. 

Yes, about straight up Seventh - or Eighth Avenue East. What would it 

amount to - Twelfth Street, up around there. The Ku Klux Klan was 

organized in Duluth at that time. 

Do you remember any outbreaks of Klan activity or Klan violence? 

No, I don't recall any. I think when the sobering up took place, 

the powers that be said there was never to be anything like that again. 

And as a result we really haven't had that kind of ..• There's never 

been another outbreak like that. 

But the segregation in terms of accommodations ... 

Oh it was severe in Duluth. Duluth was probably the most segregated 
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-10-

city in Minnesota. I mean, I went to the Cities and I heard at that 

time that a Negro was a school teacher. Well, you just couldn't even 

dream of being a school teacher here. 

Interviewer: You mentioned too about - earlier - about a ban that was placed 

on releasing some of the photographs of the lynching? 

Maupins: Yes. After the lynching apparently they passed an ordinance pro-

hibiting the displaying of pictures of the lynching. 

Interviewer: How did the Black community here fare during the Depression? 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Very bad. Since a large percentage of them, their income was based 

on the steel plant. That was the first time the steel plant was closed 

down, period. And the only place that you might say was sort of an 

institution was the Flame night club. A fellow named Erwin Oreck built 

an exotic nightclub down on Fourteenth Avenue East and ... 

Is this the same fellow that owns the department store? 

No, it's a relation though. And he had all Black help. Black chefs. 

He sent to the Cities to get some, and Chicago. And some of the fellows 

like Jimmy Bradford, attorney with the State Department of Corrections 

down there, he was up here. There was a Sam Reed. I don't know if you 

know him. He was down here. And Earl Bell. He was up here working as 

a waiter. And it was for the wealthy people to go to eat, you know. You 

had to have money to go in the place but .•• I talked to Jimmy Oreck once 

and he said that at one time he had sixty Negroes on his payroll. That 

included everybody from the kid in the washroom to the maid and the busboy. 

Interviewer: Could Blacks patronize this club as well? 

Maupins: No. 

Interviewer: When did The Flame stop business? 

Maupins: It burned down. And then the city had been rezoned so they couldn't 

build out there any more. It started again, but it ••• You had to have 
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Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

-11-

it downtown. So it was no longer the exclusive place. 

What time are you referring to? 

I'm referring to sometime during the war sometime it burned down. 

During the war. 

Yes. After the war, public accommodations broke down. I mean the 

restrictions against them, and you could go into the hotels and motels. 

I don't know of any - today - of any problems. There's no flagrant 

violations of public housing. For that matter, today ... unemployment 

and even housing ... But it's been slow coming. 

Why, if that was the case, why is there a steady migration - outmi-

gration - of the younger Blacks in Duluth? 

Oh I suppose it's difficult for a young Black who wants to be around 

and socialize with Blacks. Since you have so few, he looks elsewhere. 

I think this is true of the White youngster too. Duluth is becoming an 

old people's city. If you look at the migration of the young Whites away 

from Duluth for various reasons Jews - at one time you had, I can recall 

oh, in the past fifteen years •.. Fifteen years ago, we had approximately 

2,400 Jews in this town. I doubt if you have 1,500 here now. And their 

migration has been basically because Duluth doesn't have the cultural 

entertainment that they wish. I don't think it's ... You don't hear 

any more of the Christ-killer type of expressions. 

Interviewer: You had also mentioned too about the public accommodations here 

and how most Black people could not rent, so they bought their own homes. 

Maupins: Yes. (Turnerville's?) Report pointed that out. I believe it was 

fifty-seven percent of the Blacks owned their own homes. 

Interviewer: Let me ask, was it hard for Black people at that time to get their 

home mortgages or were there Black credit unions ..• ? 

Maupins: There were no Black credit unions. I don't ... I don't know, I 
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Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

-12-

never bought a home back in those days. I don't think it was anything 

out of the ordinary. Now I do recall something when I first bought a 

car. I couldn't get liability insurance in Duluth. And I had to search 

around to find a company that would insure Blacks. 

Around what year was this? 

Oh, '48. As late as that there was a problem trying to get liability 

insurance. 

Let me ask you this; you mentioned that ?s you left the public schools 

you enlisted in the Naval Reserve. What type of influx into the service 

took place, considering the Depression, considering job opportunities, 

or just,you know, three square meals a day through the Armed Forces? 

Well, of course, the Navy was so segregated, there was no such thing 

as job opportunities. You could move up. You could be an officer's cook. 

You started out as a mess attendant. And then you could either be an 

officer's cook or an officer's steward. You were a f1unkie. By any 

other word, that's what you were. So life was probably no different there 

than it had been prior to that, coming from a segregated society. It 

wasn't until after the war that things opened up. And many of them went 

back to school. 

Interviewer: Did many servicemen - Black servicemen - leave Duluth to enlist as 

you remember? 

Maupins: Well, it was around six or seven that were (caught?) up in the Naval 

Interviewer: 

Reserve. The reason for that, in the summertime they used to work on the 

training ship. We served the officers and .•. The National Guard was 

segregated, of course. And there were no Blacks in the National Guard 

here nor any place I believe, in Minnesota at that time. They were 

drafted. Many of them were drafted. 

What impact on Black residents of Duluth did returning servicemen 
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Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

-13-

have? You've sailed through the Pacific and almost around the world. 

Most of them left. I'll give you an example. When we had our 

Sunday School picnic • Each one of the churches I referred to had one 

Sunday that they would have a picnic. The Methodists would have theirs 

one Sunday; the Baptists the following. Of course everybody was invited. 

One of the things that we had was a baseball game between the downtown 

kids playing the Gary kids. You had a large settlement out in Gary. 

Well, there are only two or three in my age bracket that are still here 

from those days, from either Gary and downtown. There's none left in 

Gary. 

When did Gary, in your memory, seem to be disbanded; die out as a 

town? 

When the steel plant started to fade. You see in Duluth, when they 

settled there, U.S. Steel owned Morgan Park. The area that's now called 

Morgan Park was owned by the steel plant. Blacks could not live in Morgan 

Park. Nor could many of these foreign-borns. If you went to Gary you 

could find Serbians, Blacks) Yugoslavians. That's the background of the 

people who live in Gary. As the steel plant started to close down, the 

Blacks just left Gary. But it wasn't until the 1920's that the city 

acquired Morgan Park. And then I don't believe any Black lived in there 

until after the war, \iforld ~ar lrwo. 

After the war. 

You seemed to indicate that some momentum was developing in the area 

of public accommodations. Can you give me some indication as to your 

memory of how the idea of the NAACP became ensconced in this town, how 

it became established$ some of its founding officers perhaps, it's older 

members? 

Well it was established about a month after the lynching, I believe 

some of the fellows from the Twin Cities area, I believe came up here 
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-14-

and they founded a branch, And it existed, but didn't really have the 

backbone until the political climate you know, during the late 

Fifties and Sixties, were favorable, since the NAACP is kind of a 

legalistic type of organization. 

During the time that it was sort of incubating~ what kinds of 

activities did it sponsor? In the, say from Twenties through the 

Thirties and Forties? 

Nothing more than a group to call to the attention of the plight 

of Blacks, what they were trying to break down. And the going was 

rather tough. 

What can you tell me about your experience with the NAACP? As an 

officer or as it's president? 

Well, I became president of the NAACP. I was also active in the 

DFL. And the DFL party in this district is sort of a. . . It was quite 

united. We had a congressman named Blatnik, liberal legislators. And 

I can recall when they had the first FEP bill in this state. It was • 

Interviewer: What did FEP stand for? 

Maupins: Fair Employment Practices. We had virtually all of the northeast 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

representatives. All of the Range people have always been solidly 

voting in the state legislature for civil rights. In fact that's where 

the bulk of the ~- your big block ~ of votes would come. This was the 

only county, for example, that Elmer Childress. • . The only district 

that Elmer Childress carried. He ran for Secretary of State. In fact 

he was nominated for Secretary of State, in the primary - he lost " but 

he did carry • . The Eighth District was the only district he carried. 

When you said Range people~ to whom were you referring? 

We're speaking about Eveleth, Virginia, Gilbert, Biwabik, Aurora, 

Grand Rapids. They produced some very liberal . . • And John Blatnik was 
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Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 
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from Chisholm. They produced some very liberal guys up there on our 

issue. 

Do you remember any people who may - any Black people - who may 

have moved here from the Iron Range or who may have moved from here to 

the Iron Range? 

There's a fellow who works at the Hotel Duluth that comes from the 

Range. Ed Nichols, who lives down to the Cities now, was born up in 

Tower. I don't think though, that you can go all the way from here to 

the border) which is a couple hundred miles, going up this way you'll 

run across more than seven or eight, and if you go up this way you don't 

run across anyone until you get up near Lutsen where old man Lyght 

homesteaded. 

Allen B. Lyght? 

Yes, he homesteaded up there and there were many of them. There 

are still some - quite a few - traces of the Lyght family up there yet. 

What were you told as a child about such people as the Lyghts or the 

Bonga family? 

Well the Lyght family, they came to Duluth periodically. And there 

were some boysJ oh, I think a little older than me) some of them. I 

remember when they came here and more or less socialized. If they had a 

dance .•. So we knew of the Lyghts, And then my father used to go 

fishing a lot and he'd go in those areas. 

Now the Bongas, we never heard of him. And I don't ever recall a 

historical ~ a history - of Duluth. I've never seen a history of 

Blacks in Duluth. Apparently at one time there were people who were 

quite well-off. The Chamber of Commerce once showed a picture of the 

Securities and Exchange Commission, a board meeting~ and it showed a 

Black fellow named Miles. I'd heard my father speak of him. Apparently 
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at the turn of the century he was a man of some wealth and he left 

Duluth. But there was a picture, and they had identified it as .•. 

(End of Side One) 

(Start of Side Two) 

.about your administration as president of the NAACP in 

Duluth? 

Oh, it was busy. It was during the time that housing ••• The 

last barrier - organized barrier - the White man pulled was during my 

administration. 

What had happened was a Black man who sailed on the boats bought 

a lot out here on 45th Avenue East and London Road. In Duluth, that's 

like Beverly Hills is to Watts. And nobody knew who owned the house. 

Anyway, he sent an architect out there and the architect picked 

up a building line set back further. The structure had to be .bui1t -

set back - so far from the street. So he called the city engineer's 

office and told him he wanted to put a house down there but he was 

running into a building line and what vacation he'd have to get. And 

they said, well it would be no trouble out there; just file with the city 

planning commission. And a surveyor run across the same thing when he 

was surveying the lot up. He called the city engineer's office, and 

about that time the White people found out that a Black man owned that 

lot. 

So when they're going to have a zoning change, they notify people 

in the area do they agree with it. Well this is most usual. Because 

here ,you have a petition circulated, and they had about forty-five 

signatures on it of people who opposed any building line vacation. 

They were trying to force this fellow named Carter to build a house 

which would have the effect of not having an attached garage, which 
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you would not build in that neighborhood. If you're going to put 

that much money in that neighborhood you would have an attached garage. 

So they were attempting to block him in that manner. 

But. at that time we had someone inside City Hall who gave me 

three precedents that had been made on that same particular type -

triangle type - of lot. And we had three or four people who had been 

approached by these petition circulators that said they would get up in 

court and say what was said, like, "A nigger's moving out here, and our 

property is going to go to hell." And well, they went down there. They 

used safety and everything else. Well this traffic inspector said 

there's no traffic problem - no safety problem - because it's a stop 

street. Every street stops going into London Road. 

And the day the planning commission met .•. Norma11y at a planning 

commission meeting here in Duluth you'd have maybe the twelve honorable 

gentlemen sitting around there; maybe a contractor trying to get a 

waiver on something, and maybe a lawyer. Here it was j,ammed. Everybody 

knew what was happening there. Bishop Schenck, who was quite a liberal. 

Blacks and Whites? 

Black and White. It was jammed. Father Fox was noted there. He 

said he was representing Bishop Schenck who was very much concerned with 

what was going on out there in that part of the neighborhood. 

Around what year was this? 

About. • • It was around "65. I've got a book upstairs I'll get 

later and I'll show you that, what happened to the house there. 

Anyway it was real thick. Lawyers ••• Freedman was the NAACP lawyer; 

and he was blasting away at the planning commissioner and threatening 

injunctions. And they caved in. And since then that's the last of the 

organized attempts to block Blacks. And after that happened BLacks are 
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~oving into the desirable sections now with I don't believe, with much 

opposition. 

Did he eventually build the house? 

Yes, he built the house. 

And what was the address, do you know? 

About 4501 London Road. 

4501 London Road. That's the Carter House. 

Carter. 

Matthew Carter. 

Matthew Carter's house. Now that's .•• 1 was in the middle of that 

one. When the petition was turned in I was about three days getting a 

copy of it. I was demanding a copy. It was a public instrument and 

I. . . They turned it into the planning commission. So the mayor got me 

the petition with the names on it, and of course he was sweating. He 

didn't want to - City Hall - really didn't want to be bothered with that 

thing. So I duplicated them off, and the NAACP meeting that following 

Sunday was jammed. Of course everybody wanted to see what was going on. 

In the meantime we used a religious approach. We had the Bishop 

himself receive an advance copy. E. Jerry Walker, who's a prominent 

Methodist pastor, was given one. The Rabbi was given the list and they 

were asked to kind of talk to their people. And right in front of all 

the people Bishop Schenck come up laughing to me and says, "Bill, I 

want you to know my people are very sorry that they signed that petition." 

He personally spoke to every Catholic. So the pressure went on and. • • 

So a key issue of your involvement has been the issue of housing? 

Housing was ••• You couldn't ••• It was virtually impossible to 
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buy a house east of Tenth Avenue there. Now there had been • . . At 

the turn of the century apparently there had not been this type of 

segregation, because you did have a family, a Cox family, Franklin 

Cox lives in Superior now. He must be a fellow in his late sixties. 

But he was born out there about 54th Avenue East and Lakeside. And 

there was a Nichols family that had a house there whose folks had it 

in 1900 or late 1800's. So there were a few exceptions which would 

tend you to believe that segregation came in probably, maybe World 

War I~ and continued up until the Fifties, 

Interviewer: How central an issue was employment and equality of opportunity? 

Maupins: Well, employment was. . To give you an idea of how employment was -

Interviewer: 

Maupins: 

as late as 1951 I graduated from UMD. I went back to school and I 

graduated in '51, and I couldn't get a job with U.S. Steel. I went out 

to the steel plant and they said you can have a job in the yards. You 

can't get a job in our office. DMIR wouldn't. wouldn't look at you. 

The telephone company, the Minnesota Power and Light wouldn't take your 

application. You just could not get a job even though they were hiring 

high school graduates. And I had a college degree. 

Now what's the DMIR? 

Duluth, Mesabi and Iron Range Railroad. I pestered them so much that 

the fellow who was vice president then was named Vose. He had me sent 

up to the Two Harbors are docks to get a job. Now obviously he talked 

to the dock agent up there. And so I went up working as a laborer 

on the outside p up on the docks. And then they gave me a relief 

job after I was up there about a week as a checker, checking in the cars 

over the pockets~ you know, where they were dumping ore. And about a 

month later he came up on the dock one night and he said, "I understand 

you want to be a :t'.ailroad clerk. H Well~ that I s what I had applied for 
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,clown here, but they wouldn't give it to me. And he says, "Well, I've 

got a vacancy in my office if you want to work up in Two Harbors?" 

Now he did offer me a job up there. But that was Two Harbors, thirty 

miles away. 

You received your degree in what field? 

I was in business and political science. 

And you. 

In '51 I graduated. 

And you were sent to work as a common laborer? 

It was hard getting a common laborer job. They were ••• You just 

couldn't get anything as late •.• Now that was late as '51. So we 

didn't start opening up ••• We11 the way this came about, in '47 I took 

a job as a janitor at what was then UMD. The University was taking it 

over. So I started going ••• It was an afternoon job so I started going 

to school in the morning. 

able to graduate in '51. 

And I went to summer schools too, and I was 

I left there for a year trying to find 

employment. I couldn't find it so I went back to the business manager and 

he said, "Well, there's a job if you had some science courses." I said, 

"yes." There's a job that's opened up over in the science division. At 

that time the science building was the only building up on the new campus, 

the campus where you were. He said, "That would be more or less more in 

line with you, so why don't you come back up here?" 

So they put me on up there and I've been there ever since. But that 

was the only place you could get a job in those days. And now the 

University is ••• 1 think the Affirmative Action part of the University 

is doing maybe better than any place in town. We have eighteen full-time 

Blacks at UMD. 
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Where did you meet your wife? 

New York, and brought her back here. We have eighteen full-time 

Blacks at the University and only seven are in the custodial. 

Are any of them. • .Are any of those people from Duluth, any of those 

eighteen people? 

Some of them would be, yes. 

What kind of place has Duluth been for you to raise your children 

in, and how have they responded to being raised this far north? 

I have found that most desirable. Now I suppose people would take 

issue, but let me give you some background here •. My wife died in '57. 

So I raised the kids right here in the home. So I had to run kind of a 

tight ship. I have two girls and two boys. The girls are older. Now 

I had no trouble with them in school. I had to subsidize their education 

over the dinner table, I think, because we're getting to the point where 

teachers are no longer putting everything across that I think they should 

put across. And so that when they ••• My oldest daughter went - she 

finished UMD. And then she finished the law school down in Minneapolis. 

The other girl finished UMD without much trouble. She worked for a couple 

of years out in Moorhead, then she went off to the University of Washington. 

At Seattle? 

Yes, she picked up a master's there, but she's not coming back to 

Duluth. Then I have a boy that's next one in line; one more month and 

he'll be a journeyman electrician. 

Here in Duluth? 

Here in Duluth, yes. He's working - if you go down to the Port 

Terminal - he's working on some high work now down there. And he owns 

a house up in Lakeside now. He bought one here about three months ago. 
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He thought it was cheaper. 

It is. 

And then I have a boy who finished . . . He went to Macalester. He 

didn't want to go up here and he's in Madison (Wisconsin) Law School now. 

I found that from the standpoint of educating my children, I wouldn't 

have to I found it much easier than I think I would have had it 

in Minneapolis. 

How did you feel national issues were received among the Black 

community here? National issues and national leadership? The 

Powell's ..• Well~ Adam Clayton Powell, Dr. King, Malcolm X, Elijah 

Muhammad, civic leaders~ social leaders? How was national Black news 

communicated and received here in Duluth? 

Well •.. OK, many people ... I don't know how many take the 

Minneapolis Spokesman, so that would be the one mailing that would keep 

you somewhat in line. And then the University here has speakers come 

through. We have had Louis Lomax, Adam Clayton Powell and quite a 

number, at least when, you know, they're on the speaking tour. Dick 

Gregory was here. And when they do have something the entire community 

is invited up there. I mean it's not just for students. We've had many 

Blacks up there to speak to us. 

How did they respond to these speakers? Did people talk about 

them afterwards? 

Oh yes, yes. And they more or less educate us on what's going 

you know, because we are sort of stuck off here in the corner. 

During your administration did the NAACP bring in any speakers? 

Oh yes. We used to bring in mainly from the Cities, or people 

we could get for free. Politicians 

congressman many times because he . 

•. Like I say, we had our 

on, 

that 
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I went to one of the national NAACP conventions and we saw that 

Blatnik had a 4-0 record with them as far as his voting record in 

Congress. So he helped us out quite a bit too on legislation. We had 

Humphrey, Mondale and Blatnik. He supported us for our fair employment 

in Duluth. They supported the Fair Housing Bill, which was very 

controversial. But we had the complete support of the newspaper, 

interestingly. 

Was there a somewhat a militant strain here: the organization, the 

movements, speakers here in Duluth? 

I would say no. No, not as I look at what happened in the Twin Cities. 

I would say that there wasn't that. There was only one organization -

organized organization - which was the NAACP. There has never been any 

other group. 

What impact do you feel ••• What impact would you say, rather, that 

the NAACP has had on this entire community? 

Well, it was at the time when I was president see, that many of 

these programs came out. The poverty program came into being. So many 

people received jobs, employment and were able to branch out from there. 

Model Cities Programs came into being. It upgraded the central part of 

the city where probably eighty percent of your Blacks still reside. 

The Air Force had an influence on Duluth. It came here in the early 

Fifties!' and sort of shocked the good White people of Duluth because they 

could walk through downtown and you might see a Black guy washing windows 

out there or you might see some of them driving a truck. That's about 

the best you'd see. And all of a sudden they brought in about one hundred 

fifty, and this was more Blacks than they thought in the world. And for 

a while there was quite a, you know, freezing up, but •.• Incidentally, 

the first doctor they had up here was a Black guy. And he couldn't find 
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a house in Duluth. 

And he was connected with the Air Force? 

Yes, he was in the Air Force. 

And this was in the early Fifties? 

Yes, your flagrant problem here, maybe worse though than in the 

city, is education. And I subscribe - it to the mediocrity of the 

teachers and the teaching profession. 

From what level of the community are these teachers recruited? 

Oh they're recruited from the local colleges. Some come in from 

Minneapolis, but I believe it's •.• I'm not convinced that the teacher 

of today is the professional that the teacher of thirty years ago. 

Who decided to name the Copeland Community Center after Reverend 

Copeland? 

I don't know. There was work to be done. I tried to stay clear 

of those. (unclear) I was surprised to see it happen, but it happened. 

Was it trouble that. • • 

No, I don't even know where the Copeland Center was for sure. I 

stayed away from downtown because there were a lot of people that had 

jobs but. • • 

I think we have a much more serious problem. The serious problem 

is with the youngsters. It may seem like I'm talking out of two sides 

of my mouth when I say that I felt it was easier to raise kids and get 

them an education, and at the same time I'm telling you that how poorly 

their coming out of, say Central High School here which •.• Ninety 

percent of all Black kids will graduate from Central High School because 

it takes care of the entire center section of the city. Yet we haven't 

had a kid from Central High School show up at UMD now and graduate from 

there since I did. 
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Yes, OK. My two daughters went to Stanford Hall, which is a 

Catholic high school, and my son that's in Madison now, he went to 

Macalester. Of course he did graduate from Central. ,But we haven't 

had one come up through Central. I r,ve watched them get flunked out 

there for the past twenty-five years. 

UMD? 

Yes, UMD. We now have a remedial program. We have ••• We have a 

very good remedial program, but I think the damage is done by the time 

the kid gets up there. 

What's the problem then? Why? 

Because the problem lies in the elementary school. I've done some 

studying on that. There are some statistics showing that the teacher 

at the elementary level is not really communicating with these Black 

kids. There's something missing. I'm convinced that if we had a very 

professional teacher, she would recognize immediately when a kid is not 

recognizing something in line with what she wants him to. 

Is the community able to attract Black secondary and primary school 

teachers? 

Yes, we have. We don't have ••• 1 think there's only about three 

in the system now. But at one time we had eight. I'm not convinced 

that that is the problem. The problem lies right with these teachers 

that are just not getting it across. The ••. Well, take vocations. 

They're having a hard time getting kids to go into the vocations. At 

one time the unions were discriminatory. There's no problem (now) about 

the plumber's union and the electrical union; various unions. But now 

they claim ••• They say, "All right, send some boys down. We'll make 

exceptions to see they get apprenticeships." But somehow when they 

start the vocational counselling in Duluth schools, they're not reaching 
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our kids. 

Do you think this comes up that the hopes of the Sixties and the 

despair of the Seventies? 

I don't think it's with ••• 1 don't think it's with our kids. I 

think it's with the teachers. When I was in high school the fellow 

that taught chemistry was a chemist. If he had a master's degree after 

his name he had a master's degree in chemistry. Now you have a situation 

where the person that teaches chemistry, for example in high school, may 

not have a degree in chemistry. And almost invariably when they have a 

master's degree, what it's going to mean is that they went up to the 

University and got what they call a master's in what they call education, 

where they never saw a chemistry laboratory. 

When I was in school, the guy that taught tin shop was a tinner; 

the guy that taught foundry was a foundryman; the machines shop teacher 

was a machinist. They just took a guy that was out of the trade and 

that was articulate enough. 

I was impressed at our vo-tech school here. I hope they don't 

ruin it. I was up there one night and the fellow that had a transmission 

shop here was teaching auto mechanics. And he had these kids around -

there was a Black kid too·- really excited because he was telling them 

what the used car jockey was going to do with that motor, and here's 

why you can't do it. And he showed them ••• The kid .•• He was 

communicating with these kids. Now he didn't .•. Now he may have split 

the infinitives and stuff (laughter), but they understood him. Black 

and White, they understood just what he was telling them. But I think 

we're lacking that in the schools now and I don't know how we're going 

to remedy that. 

What kind of cultural life has existed in Duluth over the years that 
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the Blacks to feel was accessible to them? You mentioned earlier the 

churches. 

Yes, the churches back in the days of considerable social 

segregation. Today there probably hasn't .•• It's a different condition. 

You have a lot of mixed marriages now. Perhaps fifty percent of the 

marriages in Duluth may be mixed. 

Why is that percentage so high? Well, is it high? That's the 

question, I guess. 

I don't know if it would be high for an area like this. I suppose 

it would be high for an area like the Twin Cities. But I don't know 

whether it would be high for. • • 

Has it always been that high? 

I think you'd find that anytime where you have a small minority of 

any group in a community, if they continue to stay with reasonable 

freeness to move around, that they become almost amalgamated with the 

prevailing community. I don't know if that's unusual. 

Has it always been that high, though or. 

There's always been some mixed marriages here. 

Are the children of mixed marriages identifying with the Black 

community or the White? 

With the Black. 

They are. 

Yes. 

Let me ask you another question concetning the cultural life. Were 

there musicians here? Were there artists here that made their residence 

here, like John Lutz down in the Twin Cities with sculpture? 

I don't think in the sense that you're asking, no. It's interesting. 

There was one woman who I'll call very much of a professional woman, and 
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her name was Ann Colby Albright. I don't know if you've run across her 

name. 

A pianist? Her father was a piano teacher? 

No. Her husband was Gordon Albright, who later became ••• He was an 

advisor to Omar Bradley. But anyway, she was a schoolteacher. 

General Omar Bradley? 

General Omar Bradley, when he was head of the Veteran's Administration. 

She separated. • . separated at that time. She couldn't get a job teaching 

school in the Duluth school system. Now this was in the Thirties. But 

she was teaching in the county system up to Clover Valley. And she also 

had a group of singers, the Jenny Lind Singers, or whatever they called 

them that went around Duluth. And there's a scholarship, music 

scholarship, that exists today under her name. So apparently a good 

amount of money was collected on her death and put in this trust, because 

she's been dead since maybe in the Forties, right after the Forties. 

Now is this scholarship available to all musical students, e!'.jl;1st 

Blaekstudents? 

All. It has to be .•. No, no. It's available to musical students, 

and we have a Black kid who's going to be the recipient, who's going to 

get help this ••• He's a drummer and he's enrolled ••• 1 told him to 

check this fellowship; go see the music department. I knew about that 

scholarship. Black kids have a tendency to maybe be a little late 

putting in for school you know, and all the good scholarships are taken. 

But they were quite happy to assist him with some of that money. I have 

no idea how much money that is; how much is in the fund. 

If you had a word to youth of Duluth or a few words or many words, 

what would you pass on in terms of anything you would have to say that 

would be taken by the youth of Duluth? 
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I suppose I'd tell them if they're in high school, when they get 

to high school or junior high school, never mind the grades you're 

going to get, but take all the math you can take. Because I think in 

terms, in that sense, they'll be able to read by the time - they won't 

have any difficulty in reading. I'm convinced if they tell parents, 

"Never mind the grades the kids get, expose them to it because. 

Symbolic reading that's all. Alg~bra and understanding. 

" 

Where do you see the Black community in Duluth in five to ten years 

from now in terms of maybe numbers, activities, organizations? 

I don't think it will grow. I think you'll end up with older people. 

I think for quite some time now we are going to have a migration of the 

youngsters away. 

Do you see anything maybe bringing a lot of Black people in here? 

No. I can't see any. Normally what would bring people in here 

would be some type of industry. And I don't ••• 1 would look for a 

Black community up in the Hibbing area ten years from now. Up around 

Mintek and those places. I look for that. There's plenty of work up 

there. 

In Hibbing? 

No, those taconite places. 

Oh yes, right. Right. 

I would think that you'd see the same thing that happened here with 

the steel plant when they built the steel plant about 1914. We started 

with no Blacks living in Gary, and all of a sudden you get one hundr.ed 

fifty or two hundred people out there. I would think that you might 

have the same thing up there. 

Do you feel that the Black community here has a stable future? Do 

you feeL that it is shrinking and will finally disappear? 
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Maupins: 

Interviewer: 

-30-

Well, I don't think it will disappear. I think it will stay here. 

We've done away with that one institution like the steel plant, where 

we were virtually tied to that where ••• So I don't think that will 

happen again. The closest thing that it might come to would be the 

University, and I think that's here to stay. And that's going to draw 

some more in. They just got approval for a new medical school. And so 

they will probably get some migrants - immigration - in here. 

Thank you very much. 

(End of Tape) 
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