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Mr. Simmons was born in Greensboro, Georgia in 1901. He came to St. Paul 
in 1919 and has lived there ever since. He joined Memorial Baptist Church in 
1919 and was a charter member of St. Paul Baptist in 1922. Memorial Baptist 
Church later became Mt. Oliveto 
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and other aspects of the Black community in St. Paul are discussed. 
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Oral Interview with Mr. Maceo Simmons by David V. Taylor, July 31, 1974 

T: This is an oral interview with Mr. Maceo Simmons. Mr. Simmons was born in Greensboro, 

Georgia, June 2, 1901. He came to St. Paul, Minnesota in 1919 and he has lived here ever 

since. Mr. Simmons was a member of the Memorial Baptist Church which was once located 

on Fuller and Rice streets in St. Paul. He joined that congregation in 1919. He is a 

charter member of the St. Paul Baptist Church founded in 1922 and later changed to Mt. 

Olivet Baptist Church. This interview was taken in Mr. Simmons' home, 929 Fuller Ave., 

St. Paul, July 31, 1974. 

T: Mr. Simmons, when and where were you born? 

S: Let's see ... Greensburg, Georgia, June 2, 1901. 

T: When did you come to St. Paul, Minnesota? 

S: I came to St. Paul, Minnesota in July, 1919. 

T: You've lived here ever since? 

s: Ever since I've lived in this area. 

T: What do you recall of the St. Paul Black community when you first came? 

S: When I first came to St. Paul .. had I had the money I would have went back home. Being 

a southerner I was used to that southern hospitality, friendship and you didn't get it in 

St. Paul. And there were very few Negroes in St. Paul at that time. You could get on a 

street car and see no one there but yourself all the way downtown. You could walk down-

town and you still wouldn't see any. The community at that time was very, very short of 

Negroes. I liked here th~~\eing a young man, just a boy. I was still in school. I liked 

it here. And it's not so bad because you could meet boys and girls ... and of the girl 

type. But the thing that hurt me most was you never got acquainted with the group here. 

You would meet them today, you could go out and dance with them tonight and tomorrow 

morning you'd have to be introduced to that same group over again. That's what I disliked 

about St. Paul. 

T: So in other words, it was kind of a closed social community and outsiders weren't readily 

accepted ... in that sense? 
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S: That's it exactly. Just a few of the kids in our community especially kids in the 

church that I was with. Those were the ones that you got acquainted with and that's all. 

T: Speaking of churches, what church were you affiliated with when you first came to St. Paul? 

S: When I first came to St. Paul I came to live with my aunt. And they were all Methodists. 

And they were members of St. James. And so I attended St. James for a few Sundays. I liked 

St. James. I had a teacher down there, Mr. O.C. Hall. He was teacher of the Big Brothers 

bible class. At the time St. James was down on Fuller and Jay St. I think it was. But 

then I .. being a Baptist (also) I attended Pilgrim .. not for the Sunday School but I at

tended church services there two or three times. But I fell in love with the Memorial 

(Baptist). I liked the young group that was there. They seemed to be more my type of 

people. 

T: Where was the Memorial Baptist Church at this time? 

S: At that time Memorial Baptist Church was on the corner of Rice and Fuller. 

T: Was it a large congregation or relatively small considering .. 

S: No ... it was a pretty large congregation. I don't know the exact number. But there must 

have been upwards of 250. 

T: Who was the pastor at that time? 

S: At that time the pastor was Rev. T.J. Carr. 

T: T.J. Carr ... and um .. 1et's see .. that was in 1919 when you joined ... 

S: When I joined Memorial Church. 

T: As I recall you were also a charter member of St. Paul Baptist Church. Can you give me a 

little of the history behind the St. Paul Baptist Church? 

S: Well, the St. Paul Baptist Church is a split out of the Memorial Baptist Church. Being 

young ... 1 don't know whether I followed ... who I followed, but my sweetheart went along 

with the split and so that's how I got ... 1 don't believe in splits .•. but that's how I 

... 1 became a member of the St. Paul Baptist Church. From then on, after I married I 

just stayed there after married life. 

T: Where did the St. Paul Baptist Church move its congregation or establish its congregation? 
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S: Our congregation was established in the Rev. Carr's house on St. Anthony and Mackubin St. 

T: Did it remain there for . 

S: It remained there for . oh, I dare say, it remained there for about six months. The 

congregation grew too fast. As a matter of act when we left the church (Memorial) we left 

the church with 46 members to start with. We held service in his house. Then we put a 

tent in his backyard, and we had services there. Due to Minnesota's winters ... we had 

to leave. But we stayed there for awhile with gas heaters in the tent. Then we rented 

a place on Kent St. and Rondo where we held services. And we held services there until 

we bought some lots on the corner of Mackubin and Central. 

T: When was that about? 

S: I haven't got ,the memory for that. But it was perhaps three years later ... we bought lots 

there. And then we started to build. We built ... did most of the work ourselves to begin 

with. The pastor .•. he started ... he pitched in and each member did his share. That's 

how we got started. We continued to build the present structure that you see now on Mackubin. 

T: Now the pastor was still Rev. Carter? 

S: Rev. Carr ... C.A.R.R .. 

T: OK. 

S: The pastor was Rev. Carr for about 7 years. Then he went on to another church. Then we 

called another pastor. Then he left and he went to another church. 

T: What was his name .. do you know? 

S: It was ah .. I'd have to look up all these ministers names. I hate to say (it but) at Bap

tist we changed ministers quite often. But we've had Rev. Carr, we had a minister by the 

name of Stewart. We've had two interim ministers. We had at one time, we had a minister 

by the name ah ... probably that did more good up to the present time than any minister 

was Rev. C.B. Wheeler. He passed in the prime of his life and also at the time when we 

were in the midst of a big building program then to complete the church. He passed and 

after his passing we had an interim pastor by the name of J.C. Clayburn. He was a Minne

apolis man. He used to come over to the church every Sunday to preach for us and then he 

would go back home. He was an old timer around here. Then after Rev. Clayburn we had Rev. 
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W.B. Wood. We called him from Kentucky. We called him our hard time preacher .. because 

he came along during the depression and when times were really hard. We hardly raised 

(a) salary ... we didn't ... we hardly raised offerings on Sunday. Sometimes twelve dol-

lars ... but the Lord was with us and we pulled through it. Rev. Wood stayed with us' un-

til the church he left in Kentucky called him back. He left (and) went back. Then we 

had another interim (minister) .•. Rev. Clayburn then served us again as interim pastor 

until we called Rev. D.C. White. He came from Ohio, I forget the name of the town. (When) 

Rev. White passed then we called Rev. Harris of Minneapolis. He served us twice, two as 

interim pastor. (Next) we called Rev. B.H. Hunter. He came from Cedar Rapids, Iowa here 

and he stayed until his retirement. He retired and we were still without a pastor. We 

always had good speakers, Rev. Elijah Mclntosh,a member, served us for quite a number. 

at different times. Our present pastor, Rev. James W. Battle (has) been with us two years. 

He came out of Ypsalanti, Michigan and this is his first pastorate. He's a graduate from 

the American Baptist Divinity School in Nashville, Tenn. So that's ... that brings us up 

to date with preachers. 

T: How has the congregation fared? 

s: The congregation has fared well. We started out as I told you with 46 members and the 

congregation has continued to grow. At the present time we have two rolls. We have a de-

linquent and we have an active roll. On our active roll, we've perhaps got ... I'd say 

we've got 250 to 275 active, financial members. We have on our total church rollover 500 

members. But we can only count those that we see. And some of 'em (I) don't know where 

they have gone. Others just don't attend no ones church but they're still on the church roll. 

T: How large a congregation will the present church facility seat? 

S: The present structure is built for 465 with an overflow of another 100 if needed. We use 

two floors now, but in the new structure everything is going to be on one floor. 

T: Has the development of the freeway cut into the congregation whatsoever? 

S: Not yet. We've got members on both sides of the freeway and we've even got members in Minne

apolis for that matter. But as yet it hasn't cut into our membership. We've been fortunate. 

We've got 110t of senior citizens in our church ... senior members. We're fortunate enough 
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because most of them live close to church ... in walking distance. (We have) enough cars 

in the congregation to pick these members up. I mean these elderly members up. So we 

haven't suffered from it as yet see. 

T: You said at the time of the split, that 46 members went to found the congregation of St. 

Paul Baptist Church. Do you know some of the names of the charter members? 

S: Oh, yeh ... 1'11 give you the living ones first. There is Mr. and Mrs. D.S. Massey, my 

wife and myself, (and) Robert Nelt. Those are the living and we had some very active mem

bers that has passed on. Deacons Mark Harris and Boyd Collins, and Henry Stevenson. We 

had some very good members in Rev. Hudson. I'll give you the last names. The first names 

has passed me now. We had members like Mrs. Ricket and such .. Mrs. R.Z. Taylor, and 

Brother Magda Woodard. He's one of our great ah ... trustees at the time. R.L. Milton and 

I could go on. 

T: What kinds of programs has the church put on for the community over the years? Has there 

been any community emphasis .•. social affairs, fund-raising activity which included the 

Black community? 

S: Most all of our fund-raising and activities have been just within our group. Now just re

cently in the last two years we have set up and carried it out (a) scholarship fund in our 

church that's open to the community if they can qualify. And we've also ... in our new 

church ... we've got facilities set up for a day care center and an all around athletic 

program we hope to install. We've got our community activities .1 can't say that we've 

done too much. We've got members that go to Martin Luther King (Center) and we've got some 

working over there. But how much free time they give over there I couldn't truthfully say 

see. 

T: Over the years, has Mt. Olivet supported such organizations like the NAACP and the Urban 

League? I know some of the churches have taken out life memberships for instance in the 

NAACP and what have you. 

S: Mt. Olivet is a life member, has a life membership in the NAACP. I don't know how many, I 

would like to know how many individual members that 'are members of the NAACP. But I don't 

know. I can only speak for myself. We are also members of the membership in the Urban 
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League ... membership in the Martin Luther King. But the church ... 1 don't know how many 

members of the church are affiliated individually with them. But I do know that we are 

life members of the NAACP. I had the honor ... 1'11 say the honor of seeing that we raised 

that money to become a member see. When we raised the last dollar .•. 1 was a really happy 

soul see. 

T: When was this? 

s: That was .. that's probably fifteen years ago. 

T: 1960? 

S: Could be ... it was during our administration with Rev. B.H. Hunter. I spoke to him about 

it and he says go ahead •.. why don't y ou take it over. And I thanked him and I says, "OK 

I'll see that we get it." In a year's time, we had it. 

T: During the years that you've been a member of Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, were there any 

unusual events, anything of really historical interest that happened? Any incidents that 

you would like to relate? 

S: Well, I tell you .. there were quite a few. I would like to tell you (about) a few of the 

T: 

S: 

hardships that we've gone through in getting to the place we are now. We had no money. 
, 
I 

Everything had to be done fre~ grat~s. We had from the pulpit to the door only one paid 

person and that was the pastor, and he never knew when he was going to get his money. We 

would be sitting in church sometimes with no heat and we baptized ... if you know what bap-

tizing is in the Baptist Church ... we've baptized up there in 20 below zero and didn't 

have any heat in the church. (The) people didn't even know it. We had coal stoves then. 

We had a stove on each side of the church and I used to go up there and shake that stove 

and do you think there was heat in that stove? We didn't even have any fuel ... nobody got 

sick from that. Nobody was all the wiser after it was over. Then we did everything prac-

tica11y legitimate to raise money, such as church socials, ice cream ... ice cream socials, 

fish fries, chicken dinners. 
thttutQlAql{o.. 

a ~~tl~~±~4R~~ on the church grounds there and we raised. 

Everybody gave of their free time. Every year we used to have 

~ h cuct d (4 11 w\ 
What is a CRi~aqua? 
e~~(utto..t,t(lq q 
Gfi:ictaqua is what you put on display. You make what you may display. You make a pot of some 
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Oriental custom and build it up and you sell that type of food from that booth. And along 
~~ou{a~qu~ 

with the Gh~~ua we had games, and fish ponds, all that stuff to raise money. I've spent 

many a night, Saturday night, up at the church keeping fire all night see ..• and nobody's 

known (it). 

T: Everybody_thought that they had a part to play. 

S: A part to play ... and they did it and there was nothing said. I was a happy soul when we 

started to raise money enough to pay a janitor and I wouldn't have to spend a night up there. 

I used to have a very good friend of mine and at that time he was a member of the church. 

Deacon Bellamy and I used to take turns cleaning the church. If I cleaned the church on 

Saturday night, everything was on Saturday night because I worked and he worked, he would 

come up early on Sunday morning and dust. Deacon Collins lived close to the church too. 

He would go up and build fires and see that the fires were kept. They weren't able to put 

a furnace in the church. We haven't got furnace now. We had stoves ..• just regular coal 

stoves in there and we got by with it. I firmly believe that church up there was planted 

by God. If we haven't done anything that the people can see, (then) the churches that have 

come out from Mt. Olivet, they are progressing. I feel that if we don't do anything more .. 

that's somebody's reaping benefits of what Mt. Olivet, is doing now see. 

T: I recall from my research that back in the 20's and 30's that ah ... Black people weren't 

allowed to go downtown to some of the finer hotels to do their socializing or eat at some 

of the better restaurants in town or even some of the dimestores counters ... you know 

discriminated against Blacks. I know that the University of Minnesota didn't allow Blacks 

on campus. Generally Blacks did not have the access to ~lot of social entertainment that 

the white community had. I have found that social clubs and the church furnished ~lot of 

recreational activity and things, social activities for families. Was that necessarily true? 

S: Well, yes, in a way .. it was true. It hasn't been too far removed that most of your enter-

tainment was at home ... in private homes. I dare say that from then and now comparing the 

times, then and now, you had a better time then when you were in the home. They were better 

chaperoned than they would be outside. Now I know the times when they (whites) looked at 

you like you were wild ... 1 mean some strange animal. They didn't want you even in the 
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poolrooms ... to shoot pool. We had to not segregate_ourselves, but we were segregated. 

You had a pool room on Western and St. Anthony, you had a pool room up here on Kent and 

St. Anthony and downtown •.. you had a pool room downtown. I think it was Utley's poolroom. 

You gambled upstairs there if you were a gambler. But everything was done by yourself, and 

you'd go to dances. I remember they had a Marigold Dance Hall down on 9th Street ... 8th 

Street .. downtown there. Well, I thought it was something nice, but you couldn't go (in) 

if you went down there. That was when Negroes rented the hall. Of course, you had a union 

\ ~; 
hall out here on Kent and Fuller ... where Halley Q. Brown used to be. That was nice and 

you had the Marigold Ballroom in Minneapolis .. that was nice. But everything was Negro. So 

then you'd go downtown, that's when I came here, you'd go downtown ... the whites would let 

you stand up and wait. Wait on you when there was nothing else to do. Well, I came from 

out of the South. That was the way in the South so I didn't get nothing different when I 

came up here. 

T: So did the church step in and fill that gap for 410t of people? Provide social activities 

for a~ot of families? 

S: The church had to but I'll tell you one instance. I won't call the name ... but I went to 

a white union church gathering. It was white and Black. One of the leading Negroes in 

this town goes up to the chairman of this meeting, it was a dinner meeting, and wanted to 

know where do you want us to sit? I thought it was terrible. This guy said, "You can sit 

anywhere you want to sit." Here the churches were trying to break this down see ... and we 

don't want it broken down. Naturally I was of a little younger stock. I was always wanting 

to go where they didn't want me to go see. I'm that way now see. But now \vhen it comes to 

eati~g ... if you don't want me to eat in your place ... I'm not going to eat. (laughter) 

But otherwise I really think the churches has gone a long ways to break this thing down see. 

Hotels sure ... 1 remember when the St. Paul Hotel ... when you'd have to go in the back door. 

T: Urn • • urn • ••• 

s: I know about the Ryan (Hotel) ... 1 used to go around the Ryan ~lot. And Hennepin Ave. But 
. 

I worked at the St. Paul Hotel. That's why I know you went around to the back to get in that 

place. 
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T: Were there many Blacks that worked at the St. Paul Hotel? 

S: Oh, yeh ... they had oodles of Blacks. Of course, all the waiters ... all the waiters were 

Black. When I was going to school I worked in the washroom down there. I don't remember 

seeing any (Negroes) in ah •. when they come here you know .•. they used to have quite a 

few Negro actors on the Orpheum circuit. They'd come through here and most of the time 

unless he was a pretty big shot, see ..• he didn't stay at the St. Paul Hotel. He'd either 

go down to the Ryan (Hotel) or some private home. 

(End of Side One) 

(Side Two) 

S: (continued) I noticed in this respect (that) the southern churches (are) more inspirational 

in every respect, preaching and all types of worship. Until this day I love southern sing

ing, better than I do out here. I'd always felt and to an extent 1 do yet that if you feel 

the spirit you should give in to the spirit. If you like shouting •.. shout. If you feel 

like saying amen ... say amen. 1 notice as the pulpits and churches become more educated, 

they don't want you to say this or say that. Everything is on time, and, of course, 1 ... 1 

was born in a part of the country (that) if it took all day to have a service, they just 

stayed there all day ... see. Of course, 1 didn't like that but I had to do what my parents 

said to do see. My parents said you stay in church today. .1 stayed. Then, of course, 

in most of the southern states at that time, they had only services once a month. That's 

why they stayed so late see. And at that time the minister had two or three churches that 

he served. 

T: A circuit ministry? 

S: Yeh ..• ah .. so on your Sunday, that's when you got him and he stayed there. But ah .. all in 

all, you sum it all up. .1 would prefer and I still say that you get better service, you 

get better cooperation in the southern states .in the southern worship. When I came here 

we used to have union picnics here. All the churches coming together, not only union picnics, 

union services. All the churches go in together and make it a big affair. But you don't 

find it here. They don't seem to ah .. 1 don't know ... if one thinks themself above the 
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other or not •.. that I couldn't say. But I do say .. that you need more of that oneness 

in the church today than we're getting. But the South is still the same. 

T: Part of the problem I understand in the early history of the Black community in St. Paul 

is that for a good period of time the community was divided or pretended to be divided over 

the issue of color. I know in talking with some people who were early founders of Pilgrim 

Baptist Church, for instance, that there was a movement at one time for the lighter-skinned 

Blacks to sit on one side of the church and the darker-skinned Blacks to sit on the other. 

Do you think .•. has this happened at all at Mt. Olivet ... or was there a movement of this 

kind when you first came to St. Paul? 

S: No, I didn't know it .•. I've heard it too. But I didn't put much stock in that. I used to 

live down on the other side of Dale St. They used to say that if you lived on this side of 

Dale St. why you were somebody. But if you lived on the other side of Dale St., you was 

nobody. 

T: Cornmeal Hill and Oatmeal Valley (laughter) 

S: But I heard that. But I just don't agree until I see things myself, I just don't believe 

them. But I know in my church and I visited 4lot of churches, nobody told me where to sit. 

I know in my own church we don't. Now you might get some old person that's been in church 

a long time that's got a regular seat to sit in. They might come up and ask you to move 

over in a slight way just by pushing you over to get their seat. But I've never had anybody 

tell me where to sit, in nobody's church. 

T: Has there been any sort of ranking of churches in St. Paul? Now I'm much too young to re

member what'sgone on before but some churches ••. people pretend to be more prestigious than 

others and things like that. 

S: Yeh . . 1 think so. Now I can go only by as I say ... 1 can only go by the Baptist churches 

see. There were one time when Mt. Olivet first started that •.. one of the Baptist mini-

sters said that the church wasn't needed. He wouldn't cooperate with us at all. At that 

time we got help from the Twin City Union. Twin City Union is white you know, Baptist Union. 

We got help from them. But this particular minister was in a bigger church than we had and 

he had a little more weight than we had. He just told (us) that the church wasn't needed. 
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I got it too upstairs. I got a letter that I wrote to the St. Paul Recorder about this 

minister and how he was treating Mt. Olivet. (Cecil) Newman printed it. Ne~nan told me, I 

took it over there, Deacon Hopkins and I took it over there, and he says, "Tee, this is good 

information here ... this .. this .. is good reading matter. It's a good letter but I can't 

print it all at once." Give you an idea of how long it was. He says, "But I'll run it for 

you." But he says, "Now I'll tell you," he says, "if he's a smart man .. 1'11 tell you now .. 

if he's a smart man and I think he's a smart man .. he won't answer you in the paper." Just 

like he told me, he didn't answer me. 

T: He didn't answer ... 

S: But it had some affect on him. Because he didn't fight us anymore. We went back the next 

year to the Twin City Union and we got a loan from those guys •. but it helped us. But we 

didn't hold no grudge against him. There was no hard feeling. We'd invited him to preach 

for us in our congregation. He always come up and preach, but he never had the time to stay. 

He would always come late and after he was through preaching he would go. But I think the 

letter had its side effects. (laughter) 

T: When we were talking before, there were several offsprings as it were from the parent congre

gation Mt. Olivet. How many offspring from that particular congregation could you count? 

S: Well, I could count twu There's one that gone down, but I can count two that's active right 

now. 

T: Which was the one that went down? 

S: Well, there used to be a church here. Well, it started .•• remember Rev. Jones that used to 

be here ... a tall guy? 

T: I can't recall .... 

S: He worked with the housing authority and they had what was it .. they had over there? He was 

the head of this thing .. ah .• they were taking these dope addicts over there. Remember when 

they had something at the McKinley school? 

T: Right ... right ... right. 

S: Well, this Rev. Jones, the pastor at that time, he was pastor of this church .. little church 

that started over on .. (University Ave). 
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T: Mt. Carmel? 

S: Yeh .. that's the name of it. Mt. Carmel. And they had a big shot over there named Willie 

Jones. You remember Willie Jones? 

T: Urn . .. 1 can't recall .. 

S: He's still around here. But anyway he got made and he left Mt. Olivet. He started this one 

church over there. They called this minister over and they started ... but of course ... it 

didn't last long. Of course, it went down and the Rev. Jones went over here somewhere around 

the Summit-University area and that's it. But New Hope and Shilo~·\ .. those are the two churches 

that are doing good. 

T: Urn. • urn. 

S: They came out from Mt. Olivet. (However) neither one of those pastors had anything to do with 

it. They came after the churches were organized. They are the pastors now and I think 

they're doing good see. We had quite a few of our members went to St. James and quite a few 

of our members went up there to Elder Ervin's church. 

T: Christ's Temple. 

S: Christ's Temple. It wasn't there then (on Central Ave.) but there was Christ's Temple over 

there on Rondo then. And if you remember. 

T: I remember years ago on Chatsworth and Rondo ... 

S: That's right. The oldest Holiness church downtown there. The Rev ... . 1 can't think of his 

name. They went down to ... they used to be over there by the bakery. 

T: Pilgrim Baptist used to be over there by the bakery. 

S: Pilgrim Baptist used to be down on Summit there. 

T: Summit and ... 

S: Cedar. 

T: Cedar ... right around that hill. 

S: Well, they were right around the corner. (Yelling ... kiddo, what's the name of that preacher 

down there? (wife) Down where? S: Holiness preacher that was downtown? Wife: You mean Nelson?) 

Nelson ..• that's right. Rev. Nelson. He had a big Holiness church do~vn there, and, of 

course, when they broke up some of our members went down there so we had members scattered 

allover. 
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T: It was a Holiness church? 

S: It was a Holiness church. 

T: Do you recall anything of Zion Presbyterian Church that was in connection with Welcome Hall? 

S: Urn .. um .. Rev. Camp was the pastor. 
I 

He did arot of work among the youngsters around here too. 

But they were here long before I showed up on the scene see. They were down there. Well, 

right there on Farrington and St. Anthony. The church right there on Farrington and St. An- .1 

thony. 

T: Was the Black community clustered right down there in that area? Because it seems as if all 

the churches were along Farrington and Rice. 

S: Yeh ... that's where you had it. Well, see ... Rondo was your main street there, and from 

Rice St. back this way ... you had Carroll, you had Rondo, you had St. Anthony, then over 

to Central and from Rice St. That's about where you had it. Then on the other side of Rice 

St. you head downtown ... that's Rex Court and down in there. That was thickly populated 

with Negroes. That's why you had all those churches there. But you could see the churches 

moving out. You see Pilgrim had two churches. Pilgrim had a church down there and they had 

a church out here ... where they are now (Central Ave.) .•. for the evenings see. When they 

built then they built out here, because the population was moving out see. St. James moved 

down from where they were when the population started moving out. We moved where we are now. 

You had plenty Negro population in there. You didn't have the freeway and then you could 

reach on over at that time •.. 1 don't think anybody was on Selby. I don't think there were 

any Negroes on Selby see. So you could go back this way and over to Central and that was 

about it. And then you could hardly find a white family ... in that area at all. 

T: Looking back over the years, do you think that the number of churches in St. Paul ... both 

Methodists, Baptists and other denominations have increased or declined, and their activities 

have increased or declined accordingly? 

S: I think they've increased. That is the church structure itself. Now whether the activities 

have or not I don't know. But I don't think so. Now when I came to St. Paul, they had a 

church (the) People's Church down on Pleasant and white kids that I met in school that I 

played with (there). I went down to People's Church to play. Herb Foster ... you know Herb 

Foster? 
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T: I've heard the name • .. 1 don't know. 

S: Herb Foster •.. he's a member of St. James. But Herb Foster and I used to go down to People's 

Church and play. We were the only Negroes down there and they used to have a downtown Boy's 

Club, down just about where the Court House is now I think ..• around in there. You could 

count the Negroes down there. They didn't segregate them ... but you were just about segre-

gated. I was down there and played. I used to play football allover this town. Many times 

I was the only Negro on the team. High school was a little different. I had a high school 

football coach know it, and he had nerve enough to tell us one day that "I want to give you 

boys a chance". See, you know it kind of made me mad see .. because I figured if I deserved 

.if I earned a chance ... then I deserved to play ... see ... not just because I'm colored 

.that he should give me a chance see. And we had some good Negroes down there. Probably 

the best athletes you had out of these high schools have been Negroes. 

T: Did you go to Central or Mechanics? 

S: I went to Mechanics. 

T: Was Central down there at that time? 

s: No .•. Central was where they are now (Lexington and Marshall). 

T: Ok •.. yeh .. right. 

s: Mechanics is where they are now. I think all in all that from the time I was here ... from 

the time I came until the time I'm here now we have made some progress. But we haven't made 

the progress that we should have made. But I don't know what it's all about. But I can say 

that in athletics the Negroes are going by leaps and bounds. There were only two at Mechanics 

and there were only two on the football team. Well, perhaps there now that's all you got, 

and basketball the same way. We used to go down to use Mechanics gym at night. Now why 

couldn't they have opened up the YMCA and go down there? But the Negroes would use Mechanics 

gym at night for basketball. That shouldn't have been .... see? 
• 

T: Did you have much to do with the Hall~ Q. Brown Community house at the time? 

S: At the time •.• no. 

T: Tell me a little bit about the new building out here (new Mt. Olivet church). 

S: Well ah ... maybe I can't tell you too much about it. 
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T: The name is going to remain the same ... Mt. Olivet? 

S: The name is going to remain the same. And I'm not on the building committee but we've got 

a very, very good committee. Carl Walker is chairman or president or whatever you call it 

of our building committee. He's a young man and he's also our minister of music. He's a 

very accomplished musician. Our pastor's young too as I told you, Rev. Battles. We've 

gotten a Negro architect that's designed the building, but we didn't get a Negro contractor . 

But all in all it's good. Now we've got . we've tried to put everything on one floor 

for this reason. You've got so many elderly people that seem to be more inclined as they get 

older to attend church than the young people. So you've got to have it so they can make it 

see. So everything is on one floor. We've got an athletic program so we've got space 

enough outside for athletic activities. We've got plenty of space for parking which you've 

got to have now to build. For people that are in wheel chairs, we've got a ramp so you can 

wheel them into the church. All in all, I think we're going to have a good set up there. 

(End of Tape) 
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