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Just before his retirement as Dean at Metropolitan State University, Mel 
Henderson shares his memories of growing up in the Rondo Neighborhood. He talks of 
the inspiration from his family, the strength of his mother, his father's position as 
Pullman Porter, his grandparents' farm in Hugo, Minnesota, and the feeling that you 
were in a fishbowl because anyone in the community could report your behavior to your 
parents. Mel describes how, besides the community, the police beat officers all looked 
after the neighborhood children. 

Mel discusses the joys of his parents, four siblings and his extended family all 
living in different apartments in one building owned by his uncle. He shares the 
excitement of a child's life on Rondo and learning to be a strong athlete through 
coaching and mentoring at the neighborhood agencies. 

The Emeralds, a rock-and-roll signing group with their mint green jackets, was 
the center of his life after junior high school. They built a significant following and 
played at clubs, and youth dances around town. Besides their music, the young men 
participated in athletics and Henderson became a star athlete at Central High School. 
They all went off to the University of Minnesota where Mel won athletic scholarship. 

Henderson shares how his church, Saint James AME Methodist Church and its 
music have continued to be significant in his life. 

This is a verbatim transcript of a taped interview, edited slightly for clarity. A 
signed release is on file from Mr. Henderson. 
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MH: Melvin T. Henderson 
KC: Kate Cavett 
KZ: Kim Zielinski 

KZ: Today is Wednesday, June 11th and we are in the office of Mel Henderson 

at Metro State University.' And I'm with ... 

KC: Kate Cavett. 

KZ: Mel, I'd like to start with when [and] where you were born? 

MH: June 29th, 1944. 

KZ: Where were you born? 

MH: Saint Paul. City of Saint Paul, right on Saint Anthony. Well, that's where I 

lived for quite a few years, 450 Saint Anthony A venue in Saint Paul. 

KZ: Were you born in the house? 

MH: No, fortunately, I was born in the hospital. [Laughter] 

KC: At Ancker?2 

KZ: What hospital? 

MH: Ah, no, it was at the time, St. Joe's.3 

KZ: St. Joseph Hospital. Was that still right downtown? 

MH: Yes. It's Saint Peter Street, and I forget the cross street. 

KZ: What are your parent's names? 

MH: Evelyn and Melvin Henderson. 

KZ: Okay. What was your mother's maiden name? 

, Metropolitan State University began in 1971 as an upper-division university offering Bachelor's degrees for working 
adults. This urban university has grown to provide four-year bachelor degrees and some graduate degrees. The Saint 
Paul Campus is located at 700 East Seventh Street, Saint Paul, MN. 
2 Ancker Hospital opened in 1872 as the City and County Hospital. In 1923 it was renamed in honor of its late 
superintendent Arthur B. Ancker. Over the years it encompassed twelve buildings over several acres with a mailing 
address at 495 Jefferson. In 1965 it moved to 640 Jackson Street and was renamed Saint Paul Ramsey Hospital, 
renamed Saint Paul-Ramsey Medical Center in 1977 and renamed Regions Hospital in 1997. 
3 St. Joseph's Hospital, founded by the sisters of Carondelet in 1852, is located at 69 W. Exchange Street. 
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KZ: What was your mother's maiden name? 

MH: Fulbright. 

KZ: Fulbright. Were they originally from Saint Paul? 

MH: No, they migrated from Kansas. 

KZ: Did they corne here for any specific reason? 

MH: Primarily, I think they carne for employment purposes. My dad worked 

for many years with the Great Northern Railroads and my mother, 

basically, was a housekeeper. 

KZ: When he carne to work for the railroad, what kind of a position did he 

get? 

MH: He was a Pullman Porter.6 At that time, many of the African American 

men were either Pullman porters or sleeping car attendants. Some got 

elevated to conductors, but very few. 

KC: As a Pullman Porter, how long would he go out for? 

MH: Oh, geez, he would be gone sometimes weeks upon time. Otherwise, he'd 

be out for maybe say five or six days and then back in for five or six days 

and out again. And he would go to basically the Northwestern Territory. 

KC: Can you talk about what that job was, because I know a Pullman Porter is 

different than a waiter on the railroad? 

MH: Primarily, what they did was that when people were getting onto the 

trains, they would help them with their baggage. If they needed assistance 

while on the train, they would be the ones that would, basically, be more 

5 Saint Paul's early empire builder J. J. Hill built this railroad line. In 1980, Hill financially acquired the Northern Pacific 
line and legally merged the two lines and other railroads to become the Burlington Northern. 
6 Pullman Porters worked for the Pullman Company and carried baggage only for Pullman sleeping car passengers. 
The Pullman sleeping cars would be transferred to different railroads and travel all over the country. 
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of attendants for people traveling and such. And so pretty much, almost 

like a butler on a train, almost, in a sense, is what they were. 

KC: He had specific cars he was on or he was on a railroad? 

MH: Right, exactly. 

KC: The Pullman cars. 

MH: Yes. Specific cars. Sometimes they'd be near the sleeping car areas and in 

some cases they would escort people to the dining car areas. 

KZ: Do you know what destination he was going to? 

MH: Basically when I said northwest, you're talking about through Montana to 

state of Washington and then back again. And sometimes, depending on 

the routes, they would get some parts of the Canadian Rockies area, too. 

KZ: Did he have a lot of friends in the area that had the same type of job? 

MH: Most of the African American men did in those days. Matter of fact, there 

were some that even had degrees that worked on the railroad at that time, 

because jobs were very difficult for them to find. Yeah, matter of fact, my 

uncle on my mother's side, he was also a Pullman Porter and mainly he 

made a lot of his money not only just as a Pullman Porter, but also he 

would bring his pillowcases and sheets and sell them to people there 

when they carne on the train. So he made extra money that way. 

KZ: So did he retire from there? 

MH: My dad retired from the railroad and then he worked for a while with 

Control Data7 as a shipping clerk there. 

7Control Data Corporation was founded as a Minnesota computer company by thirteen employees who left Sperry 
Rand Univac in 1957. In 1992, the corporation split into Control Data Systems and Ceridian. 
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KC: Was he involved in Frank Boyd's8 work in organizing the union? 

MH: No, I don't think he was. Pretty much, I mean, I think he got some of the 

benefits of the union, but he was not involved in the organization of the 

union per se. 

KZ: How many children were in your family? 

MH: There were basically three girls and two boys. 

KZ: So was it difficult on your mom with him having to travel like that? 

MH: It was. But basically, 

being the oldest son, 

mainly I took over as 

the man around the house. 

So I remember in the 

early days having to 

go down into the 

basement and put coal 

in the stove and stoke 

the old furnace and do those kinds 

of things. Yeah. 

Sister Marceline, Grandpa Ira 
Fulbright, 

Melvin, and Sister Beverly 

KZ: How did your mother handle discipline? 

MH: Very easily. She had-most cases-how would you say it? A way of 

disciplining us by if we were doing something we weren't supposed to, 

she just said, "Go out and get your switch." And you'd go get the 

smallest one you could find and then she'd look at you and say, "No, that 

8 Frank Boyd, a Saint Paul resident, began his efforts to organize a union for the Pullman Porters in 1911. The only 
park named for a Black American in Saint Paul is Boyd Park located four blocks south of Rondo between Selby, 
Farrington, and Dayton. 
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won't work./I [Laughter] And you'd go back and get one or she would just 

pick up a brush and paddle your little behind if you were not doing what 

you were supposed to do. Yeah. So I hate to say that I am-in respect to 

her and reflecting back on her, I am very thankful that she did because I 

was a kid into everything. You know, and so I think I got a spanking 

about every other day. [Laughter] 

KZ: So you were a curious child? [Laughter] 

MH: Yeah, I would take apart things like radios and clocks and stuff and never 

get' em back together again and so it was always something I would get 

punished for . 

KZ: [Laughter] Were your grandparents in the area? 

MH: Yeah, they lived-matter of fact, I was fortunate enough to have a 

grandfather and grandmother who lived in Hugo, Minnesota. My 

grandfather had a farm in Hugo, Minnesota. So in the summers I got a 

chance to go out and work on the farm. I lived in the cities, but also got a 

chance to be on the farm in the summertime. So that was kind of nice. He 

had the regular cows, chickens and he raised wheat, cucumbers, and so 

forth. So, it was kind of a nice experience. 

KC: Where did they move from? 

MH: They were also from Kansas. 

KC: So they came up at the same time your ... 

MH: Yeah, the family came up just about the same time. They kind of 

migrated, pretty much about a year apart from each other. 

KZ: Did you have a lot of aunts and uncles in the area, also? 
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MH: I had at least-let's see. In the area, let's see. One, two, three aunts and 

then these three uncles. And then, we had some cousins in the area. And 

for a while there, we lived in one of the apartment buildings that my uncle 

owned. So that was kind of interesting, having family in one big 

apartment building. 

KZ: And was that located right on Rondo? 

MH: Right there on Saint Anthony A venue, right there. It was right above 

Rondo. I think it was between Mackubin and Rondo. 

KC: What was that like? 

MH: Having family all together like that in one big house or apartment? 

KC: Were the doors all open? Did everybody just kind of ... 

MH: They did, yeah, yeah. [Laughter] It was good because everybody watched 

out for each other in the family and it was a close-knit family living 

together like that. 

Sister Marcelene, friend, Sister 
Beverly, Melvin, 

Aunt Hazel Fulbright 

KZ: With aunts and so many sisters, you 

were around a lot of women. Did you notice 

anything with the way the women kind of 

handled things within the community? 

MH: You know, it's interesting that you 

mention that because I would say my 

relatives, particularly the women - the men 

were too, but the women were very assertive. 

Not overbearing really of that nature, but 

pretty much they were take charge women. 

And so that was okay. 
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KZ: So I've heard other people say that they really couldn't get into much 

trouble because everyone was always looking out for each other. 

MH: Oh, yeah, clearly. I went to a Catholic school, Saint Peter Claver Catholic 

School9 here in Saint Paul. And I could do something wrong a couple 

blocks from the school, and I had close to about a mile to get horne, and by 

the time I got horne, my mother knew about it. [Laughter] Yeah, yeah, you 

had to be on your p's and q's. [Laughter] 

KC: Can you talk more about that? That community, that neighborhood sense 

of you do something wrong? Because it sounds like everybody' s looking 

out for you. 

MH: Yeah, you were almost in that kind of a fishbowl, in a sense, as a kid, 

because yeah, you could be stealing apples or throwing rocks at cars and 

the next door neighbor would know about it. Or they would call your 

parents. Then it was interesting, too, because we had a police department 

in Saint Paul that there was some officers that also looked out for the kids 

too. I remember this one cop by the name of Skally. lO People may have 

talked about him. But I remember one time we were hiding behind these 

cars throwing rocks at cars and he happened to catch us and, so he sat us 

down and talked to us for, oh, close to about an hour. We didn't throw 

any rocks at cars after that, but he was just very good with kids, yeah. 

9 Saint Peter Claver School was part of the Saint Peter Claver Catholic Church Parish , which began in an unstructured 
way in 1889. A new building was erected for the segregated Black congregation at Aurora and Farrington Avenue in 
1892. After the new school and convent were built the new church building was completed at 375 Oxford at Saint 
Anthony in 1957. 
10 Bill Skally served as a Saint Paul Police patrolman from 1941 to 1973. During his assignment as a beat officer on 
Rondo, he was well respected for his knowledge of community and it's members. 
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And so, not only was the community or people pretty much concerned 

about kids, but also the police in those days were, too. I mean, they did 

walk the beats, they rode the beats and so we got a chance to at least know 

that they were concerned about us. 

So it was a very interesting time and plus my neighborhood was kind of 

interesting because it just wasn't all African American in my block per se. 

There were Caucasian families . There was, I think, even Oriental family 

that lived there and so it was kind of an interesting mixture in my whole 

block. And so when I went out of my area and I saw just people that were 

all African American or all White, it looked a little strange because I felt 

that it should be more of a mixture of people in the community. 

KZ: Getting back to living all together with your family in the apartment, what 

were holidays like? 

MH: They were pretty festive, as much as possible. Everybody had the different 

kinds of foods in their own little apartment and you'd go from place to 

place eating, whatever, and everyone had their decorations up. So it was it 

was pretty festive even though we didn't have a lot of money and so forth. 

But we ate good though, so that was enjoyable. 

KC: Now what did you eat? 

MH: Well, basically we would have-clearly fried chicken, most of the time. 

[Laughter] And there was always plenty of cornbread and plenty of the 

various types of greens. One of the things I used to like quite a bit was a 

pork chop and then there were times when we would have steak, but I 
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never did like it as a kid. I like it now, but I didn't like it as a kid for some 

reason. And, there were always plenty of sweet potatoes and then white 

potatoes and we also ate plenty of oatmeal, you know. But those are the 

kinds of things we ate in most cases. For some reason we'd always had 

more food than most of the people in the neighborhood. And so many 

times, I would invite my buddies over and we'd have cookies or pies and 

stuff like that and, so my parents would catch me bringing by buddies 

over and then I would usually get it for bringing my buddies over to eat. 

[Laughter] But that's the way I was. I was very generous. [Laughter] 

Yeah, but I think my morn and dad, they were pretty good about making 

sure that we had plenty of food to eat because they were pretty good 

shoppers and they would know where to go to get the best deals on food 

and stuff like that, so . .. 

KZ: What was the best gift you ever received as a child? 

MH: [Deep Breath] I think.for me, going back to my early days, the times that 

my mother used to read to me. I think I really enjoyed her reading to me 

and just her time she spent helping me. I liked books. And so that was the 

best thing I remember. Yeah, yeah. 

KC: What books do you remember her reading to you? 

MH: Oh geez, I think it was primarily things like, oh, Torn's Cabin11 for some 

11 Uncle Tom's Cabin was written by Harriet Beecher Stowe (1851-52) . Stowe wrote the work in reaction to the Fugitive 
Slave Act of 1850, which made it illegal to assist an escaped slave. In the story, 'Uncle Tom' of the title is bought and 
sold three times and finally beaten to death by his last owner. 

16 

Ron
do

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



reason, and then there were some of the Uncle Remus12 stories. Yeah. 

KC: What's your memory of the book Uncle Tom's Cabin? I mean it' s .... 

MH: I really didn't understand. I really didn't totally understand it at the time, 

but as I grew older, I understood that whenever someone calls someone 

"Uncle Tom" 13-I really, sometimes, would take offense from them doing 

it 'cause I don' t think they really understood that Uncle Tom did what he 

had to do to survive in those days for himself and for his family. So I 

think people many times are misguided or misunderstand what that 

really is. And in those days, I think, there were many African American 

folks in their early times whether it's slavery, whatever, that did certain 

things in terms of compromising themselves so that they would live for 

another day or be able to survive for another day. And so that connotation 

Uncle Tom really didn't mean much to me. 

KC: How did that book and books like that influence you because you were a 

young Black man coming up during a time when things were changing? 

There were more opportunities and you have taken advantage of them 

and made a huge success of your professional life. 

MH: Well, I think those kinds of things were helpful, but what happened for 

me was-I was with a family. Grandfather, grandmother, uncles, cousins, 

that had a sense of pride in themselves and what they did and I got a 

sense as to how they worked the system. Like my uncles, they served in 

World War II but they never went over to Europe. They never went to the 

South Sea Islands. What they did was they built the barracks for the 

12 Uncle Remus Tales was written by Joel Chandler Harris who gathered the dialect tales he had heard from slaves in 
his childhood. He placed them within a narrative context, sharpening the effects of their regional details and the age
old wisdom by which the enslaved secretly outwit their masters. 
13 "Uncie Tom," as a reference, frequently is interpreted to mean selling out to the White man's authority. 
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soldiers, and so when they left the army, they knew how to build houses 

and build homes. They built their own homes, owned land, and they 

were able to [do that]. And so I saw that. I said, "You know, that' s what 

you have to do. You have to learn something to be able to use it and work 

the system to help yourself." 

And my grandmother was an individual who was very, very strong

willed and she was about business in terms of, you know, she would tell 

you what she wanted to tell you no matter who you were and what you 

were, what position you had, and so she didn't care. 'Cause she said, 

"Hey, this is me and I'm a little Black woman who has no thin' to lose." I 

watched and observed her. So I was a kid who observed these things and 

so I said, "I have to take the things that they did that were good and 

basically begin to pull them into myself. 

KC: What was Grandma's name? 

MH: Carie Fulbright. 

KZ: Who were your friends when you were a youngster? 

MH: I had one friend pretty much that we played together a lot of times as 

young kids and, I mean, we would be all over Saint Paul, just about, on 

our bicycles. I remember one time, there's a street-well, Dale Street the 

way it is now is a little different than those days. But we used to go across 

Dale Street on our bicycles balancing on our handlebars doing flips, 

whatever, across this busy street. But we always knew where the cars 

were coming and so forth. And people always used to say, "These kids 

are going to kill themselves." You know. But our bicycles were our 
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transportation all over the Saint Paul area. So that's kind of an early 

memory of growing up with him. 

But then, later on, there were at least three other guys that I grew up with 

in junior high and high school that we stayed together for pretty much 

many years and we created the singing group and we used to sing in 

night clubs and stuff like that when we were in high school. And that was 

kind of a fun experience. We called ourselves the Emeralds 14 and we had 

mint green jackets and the whole bit. [Laughter] We were also athletes. 

We played football, ran track together. But that was kind of my group that 

I grew up with, yeah. 

The EMERALDS' Senior pictures from the 1962 CEHISEAN, Central High School yearbook: 

nENT. CHARLES 
"Chach" 
Sr, Va rsity Track 
'A' Footba ll 
J ,', Va,'sity Track 
(;ymn ll ~ li cs 
Speech Club 
Choir 
"Eme" Rlds" 

SI~M S. J AMES 
"Bobo" 
'/I. ' F ootball 
' B' F ootball 
• r, VHrs iLy Trll.rk 
Jr, Vars it y T rack 
(;ymna~tj(' }t 

Speech lub 
Pep ' Iub 
Choir 
ChemiHL, 'y Club 
"EmerRld . " 

WR )( ; l!T, HICH Ann 
" Uick" 
'A ' Footbnll 
'Il' Foolba ll 
(; ymna~tj('s 

.11'. and ~I ' . Vandty Trnck 
'.'\' nand 
Ome~a Hi -Y 
Ma,h Club 
Chemi :-; t I'Y C lub 
P t:' p Bond 
J ", ]t(:d CI'O~~ R tl, 
·'Em4. ... l'ald ... .. 
lihilllsophy Cluh 

14 The Emeralds were Charles Dent, James Simms, Richard Wright, and Mel Henderson, 

HI::NI1ERSUN, MELVIN 
"lIlut,," 
J r. Cla :-::-: P rc~ id cnl 
H On1 (','omin J.!' K i n ),.!" 
~llICl('nl COllncil. I!!:-.. rou ndl 
SO)lh. C I :-1~ s Rep. 
()m e~" II i- Y 
Soph , & J ", Meda l 
Hoy" SI al e 
'1\' Fool !>:tll 
V:lI'~ il \' Tl'n(' l, 
'A' Cl;( li r. v ice Pt'C ~ . 
~I H ),.!' C F lIl'f'C 

" 1';111e l," I<l s" 
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KC: What schools? 

MH: Marshall Junior High SchooP5 and Central High School.16 

KC: Well, did you go to the U1 7 together then too? 

MH: We went to the U together and then after that we kind of went our 

separate ways. A couple are in New York, one's in Atlanta, 

one' s in Denver and another one' s down South. 

KC: Do the Emeralds ever get back together? 

MH: No, never do. Never have, no. [Laughter] 

KC: Now one of the things that we're looking at is the music of Rondo. 

MH: Yes, yes. 

KC: Tell us more of the places that you played. 

MH: We basically sang at a place called the Red Feather.18 It was a nightclub. I 

don't know how we got in there as high school kids, but we got in there. 

We would sing the regular rock-and-roll songs of the time. And it was 

kind of a fun thing. We didn't get paid much, but we enjoyed just doing it. 

And then we would sing at some of the high school dances and we would 

sing at some of the community centers and that was our recreation. 

KC: How often would you sing? 

15Marshall School was built in 1925 at Grotto - Holly - Ashland - St. Albans. It was Marshall Junior High from 1926-
1937. In 1937, 10th grade was added, in 1938, 11 th grade, and in 1939, 12th grade was added, making it a Junior and 
Senior High School with graduating classes from 1940 to 1952. It returned to junior high only in 1952. Webster 
Elementary School was built on the same site in 1926. The two buildings were connected in 1975 and become 
Webster Magnet Elementary School .. 
16 Central High School began in 1866 and consisted of two rooms in the Franklin Building downtown Saint Paul. By 
1872 "Saint Paul High School" was moved to Seventh and Jackson. In 1883 a twenty-seven room building was 
completed and the school was named The Saint Paul Central High located on Minnesota Street in downtown Saint 
Paul. Because of space needs, a new school was built at 275 Lexington Avenue in 1912. In 1977 the building was 
reduced to its structural form, expanded and rebuilt to the current building. 
17The University of Minnesota developed from a preparatory school founded in 1851 and is currently the largest public 
university in Minnesota. It has campuses in Saint Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, and Morris. 
18 Red Feather Restaurant and Bar was located at 665 University Avenue, Saint Paul. 
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MH: I would say probably about once every two weeks, something like that. 

Yeah. 

KC: This is junior, senior? 

MH: We were coming out of junior high school and then we sang all the way 

through high school. 

KC: Wow. Not jazz or blues, not R & B? 

MH: No, it was basically some of the slower music, but also we did some fast 

things, too. And we did some of the songs by the Flamingos, the Spinners, 

the Four Tops. Stuff like that. 

KC: Were those your favorite-what were some of your other favorite groups 

at that time? 

MH: I would say pretty much the group that we liked the most was the 

Flamingos. Yeah, 'cause they had-oh, you probably don't remember or 

have heard of the group. [Laughter] 

KZ: [Head Shaking] [Unison Laughter] 

KC: Me neither. [Unison Laughter] 

MH: And I think we did a few of Sam Cook's stuff, you know. But that's about 

it, yeah. 

KZ: How old were you when you first started singing? 

MH: Abou t thirteen. 

KZ: Where'd you start? 

MH: Basically, church. 

KZ: Okay. 

KC: And your church is? 
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MH: It's, well, Saint James AME18, right there on Dale and Central. 

KC: How has Saint James affected your life? Because I know you drive a long 

way now to get to it. 

MH: That's not too long, 'cause I drive further to go to work. But I would say it 

had a big impact on my life pretty much towards the 70's when I became 

an officer, steward board member and treasurer of the church. And then 

began to take more responsibility for the church and then I realized that if 

you're going to be an officer and you're going to be high up in the church. 

You gotta walk that walk as your talkin' that talk. And so that really had 

a tremendous influence on me I cause I had to be an example for both the 

youth and members of the church. So it's definitely had a change in my 

life. [Unison Laughter] 

KC: Do you still sing in the choir there? 

MH: Only occasionally. We do kind of a men's day program, chorus, once a 

year or something like that. But I did sing for a while with the 

Metropolitan Male Chorus in Minnesota for at least fourteen years. And 

we've got some CD's and some albums, stuff like that. 

KC: The music at Saint James, is that going to be the same type of music that 

I'm going to hear at House of Hope Presbyterian Church?19 In other 

words, describe the music. 

18 Saint James AME (African Methodist Episcopalian) Methodist Church existed as a prayer group as early as 1870. 
Formally organized in 1878 and purchased a permanent home in 1881. The current church was built in 1926 at 624 
West Central at Dale. 
19House of Hope Presbyterian Church is located at 797 Summit Avenue in Saint Paul. On December 24.1855 this 
church was founded as the second Presbyterian congregation in Saint Paul and selected the name "desiring that it 
might be the place of refuge for weary and heavy-laden souls." This church is recognized as one of the largest. most 
affluent White Protestant congregations in the city. 
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The Metropolitan Male Chorus of Minnesota 
Mel is in the second row, third from the right. 

MH: Well, we have at Saint James two choirs. We have a Chancellor Choir, 

which sings more the anthems and not so much the spiritual gospel. Then 

we have a Gospel Choir that does sing more the spirituals and gospel 

music, as such, and so the men's group that I sang with, we sang both. 

We sang both spiritual, gospels, and more of the hymns and then more the 

anthems. 

KC: I was at Saint Philips20 a couple of weeks ago. 

MH: That's a little bit different from the other churches. [Laughter] 

KC: It was a very traditional Episcopal service. 

MH: Sure, sure, sure. 

20 Saint Philips Episcopal Church was formed as a mission church in 1894, meeting in a home on Carroll Avenue. 
Later they rented a store on Rice Street and in 1900 purchased their current church building at Aurora and Mackubin. 
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KC: But I've been to services in the South and there's a lot of response. 

MH: More feeling, more response. Calm response and a little more of an 

emotional outlet there that people have when they sing. 

KC: Is that what Saint James is? 

MH: We have a mixture of that. When the Chancellor Choir sings it's kind-it's 

good, but, it's-you kind of sit back and enjoy it, and then when a gospel 

choir sings you get up and clap your hands and get with the music, yeah. 

[Laughter] 

KZ: Do you think music has changed over the years? 

MH: Not really. I think the only thing has changed is that there is some of the 

rap gospel music that I hear now and that's okay 'cause that's something 

that the young people can get into and they enjoy that. And so I think you 

have to understand that if you're going to attract some of the young 

people, they gotta be able to go in there and do their thing to be a part of 

it. So that's about the only change that I see, because much music that's 

being sung in the churches now is still some of the old stuff, as well as 

some of the new things. But still a lot of the emotional part is part of that 

music. 

KZ: Well, so being one of the Emeralds, you probably were pretty much 

chased around by lots of teenage girls. [Laughter] 

MH: Yeah, we were. We thought we were, with a bag of chips and all that, we 

know more, you know. We thought we were something. [Unison 

Laughter] And we were athletes. We played football, ran track and we did 

those sports because we knew the girls liked those boys, yeah. [I'll] Be 

honest with you. [Laughter] 
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KZ: So what was dating like? 

MH: Oh, it was fun. [Breath] Because we dated a lot of girls. I mean, we dated 

and we may have had several special girls but you dated who you wanted 

to. And there was no restriction, in a sense. At least, not for me anyways. 

[Laughter] No, 'cause I was-I mean it was interesting because I was 

probably one of the better athletes in the City of Saint Paul and so you 

played football, ran track. Matter of fact, if you look up there [pointing to 

a plaque on wall] it says there, "The City of Saint Paul, One of the Better 

Athletes of the Last One Hundred Years." 

KZ: Oh! 

MH: And so, yeah, I was recognized for that sometime ago. But anyway, that 

made you popular and you got to be Homecoming King and all those 

kinds of things. 

KC: You were Homecoming King at Central? 

MH: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

KC: And did you get a scholarship to the University then? 

MH: Yeah, played football for four years at the University of Minnesota. Full 

ride and got out in four years,to graduate in four years because I said, 

"Anytime somebody's gonna pay for it, I'm gonna take ad vantage of it 

and be done in four years." [Laughter] Yeah. 

KC: So did somebody knock on your door to play professional sports? 

MH: They did, but at the time I had a bad knee and so I couldn't play for 

Dallas. Dallas Cowboys. 'Course it was a free agent contract and I figured 

I would have made it, but the doctor said "Don't give it a chance 

because," he said, "you could probably end up on crutches." And so I 
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said no. But it was fortunate. I didn't have to go 

to Vietnam though' cause when I went to the 

draft board they just said, "Your knee is such 

that you would not make it through the armed 

services." So that was a blessing in disguise. 

KC: Did you play football your senior year? 

MH: I played all the way through. 

KC: What was your position? 

MH: Running back and defensive back. 

KC: 

MH: 

So you hurt your knee your senior year? 

No, I hurt it-well I hurt it in high school and 

then they, in those days, had what you called

not the orthoscopic surgery. They had the kind 

where they opened the whole thing up. And the 

rehab process wasn't as long as it should have 

been, so I re-injured it again in college and then 

they had another thing they did to it and then 

finally it was ... I finished off, but that was it. 

Yeah. And there are mornings when it's going to 

rain or when it snows, whatever, I know about 

it. [Unison laughter] 

KZ: It sounds like you guys were pretty fashionable 

with your emerald coats? 

MH: Oh, yeah. They weren't expensive, but they 

were, I think-I'm trying to think of what they 

Central Tops 
Wilson, 15·0 

Central p"shed across tw 
touchdowns in the fourth e, 
afler collecting !\\O point f"1, 
safety in the second p"Jioo tl\ 
defeat \Yilson in the mud at 
Central ·tadium F rid a y after· I 
noon, J~O. belor j98 fans. 

Rober Eng,trom. Central end, 
fficklf'd a Wil on ball carrier in 
thE' pnd 70ne for a safety t 
give C(,l1lral a -0 lead which 
tayrd until the final period. 

Statistics 
WIISI)n 

Firsl dow,s ru,~ ;,g . . ~ 
Flrsl do",,,s passing .. ? 
Firs! ooWns Pena Ily . 0 
T 1.1 firsl downs .. J 
Y d-ds pas-lOg . . 5 
Yards ru~lng . . 33 
Tolal roel yards .. Ja 

~:~~~ "c"~f~~ .. ~ 
r a>Sts In tercepted by 0 
Fumbles losl .. . .. . 2 
Yards penalties ..... .... 0 

Central 
7 
2 
o 
j 

31 
121 
I~ I , 

t 
3 

15 I 

Recovery of a Wilson fwnble 
on the JO-yard line set the tage 
lor Central's first touchdown, Bob ' 
Hall era eking ovel' from the one I 

In thP thi rd play. . 
The )1inutemen marchcrl 56 

yards late in the g:une or th 
t;Ccond touchdOlI1l with gu r· 
bark Bill Lang setting the stage 
1\: h two pass completion to end 
Don Peterson. MP~ Heprrso~ 
seored on a lWO-ya( rna; Tn 
Ray Brol\l1 ran thp (' u! point. 

CENT RAL (lS) 
ENDS: Pettrson. En~trolT' . Gustaison. 

H~sselberger. Lorenz. 
TACKLES: Sir.. G1as.man, D. 

Brown. Piper. Deg . I\oody 
GUARDS: Gold l~ , Ed Mds, Mil-

haney. Sweeney. D. Brown. FO$ter. 
Lampert. 

CE TERS: Kastel, Drew. elson. 
BACKS : Barnes. L~ Fonta ln I Hall. 

Lewis. Lng, Brown, Hickman, Fields. 
Silverman, Henderson, Nelson, Ingebur. 

WI LSON (0) 
Solum. Coli. BOyUm, Poduike. 

S: Hoelsc~er. Borg trom' l 
Rohweder. 

Id, Freeman, . 
Hunlzltkcr, Rap. 

Baker. I 
John-

01· 

26 

Ron
do

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



KZ: It sounds like you guys were pretty fashionable with your emerald coats? 

MH: Oh, yeah. They weren't expensive, but they were, I think-I'm trying to 

think of what they were made out of. But anyway, they were kind of a 

mint green and they were something we bought together as a group, so 

we got a discount on them or something. We had the cummerbunds and 

the bow ties and the whole bit. So we thought we were something. 

[Laughter] 

(L. to R.) M. Henderson, B. Ray, R. Brown, R. D ay 
Central' s 880 yard relay placed in the sta te. 

880-yard relay team picture from 1961 CEHISEAN - Central High School year book: 
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MH: Oh. Wherever. In those days there was Montgomery Wards22 and then 

there was a Sears23 and then where else did we shop? Sometimes the 

Golden Rule24 downtown. Donaldson' s. Yeah. 

KZ: Was there anything that was a must have for teenage boys? 

MH: There probably was. But, you know, for some reason I wasn't into a lot of 

those fads. I guess earlier I was in junior high school and then afterwards, 

I just didn't care about the fads in terms of what everybody else wore 

'cause I considered myself an individual. [Laughter] 

KC: What was it like being four young Black men going in and shopping in 

these department stores, which were predominantly White? Any 

problems in Minnesota? 

MH: Well, we were very cocky. We were very proud and we didn't, I mean, I'll 

just be honest, we didn't take any stuff from anybody so it didn't bother 

us. 

KC: Did people try to give you stuff? 

MH: They did. But you know, there is a certain persona that you put on 

sometimes that people just kind of are taken back. It was interesting. This 

was never so apparent to what was going on [as] when I was in the South. 

And I was in Chattanooga, Tennessee, one time and so I went up to the 

person who was behind the counter and as soon as she heard me speak, 

she was taken back. And then I realized that she knew I wasn't from there 

22 Montgomery Wards was located at 1400 University Avenue in the Midway area. 
23 Sears & Roebuck was located at 425 Rice Street. 
24 The Golden Rule was originally established as a department store in Saint Paul in 1886 and moved into a three-story 
building at 95 East (Old) Seventh Street between Robert and Minnesota 1891 . In 1961 , the store merged with 
Donaldson's and became Donaldson's Golden Rule. In later years, the name of the store was shortened to just 
Donaldson's and remained at this location until 1980 when the business moved into the Town Square complex at 
Seventh , Minnesota and Cedar Streets. 
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and she treated me differently than the other people there. And so what I 

realized a long time ago is that you have to put on a certain persona, you 

have to speak a certain way, and then that somehow transcends those 

barriers for people. 

KC: How old were you when you started doing that? 

MH: Oh, I would say around twelve or thirteen. [Chuckles] 

KZ: So when you started your singing group, was it just friends that you 

hooked up with? 

MH: Just the guys that I played football and ran track with. 

KZ: And you just started that on your own then? 

MH: We started on our own. Well, you know, I think we realized that you 

could-well, I would say that the athletics kept us out of trouble because 

you had to work out and you had to do certain things and stay in shape, 

but then also we wanted to do some other things that were recreational. 

So for our cases, the athletics and the singing kept us kinda on the strait 

and narrow for the most part. 

KZ: When was the last time you sang together? 

MH: Oh, geez. Oh, you're talkin' a long time ago with that group. [Breath] 

About forty some odd years ago. Yeah. [Unison laughter] Yeah. 

KC: Makes one feel old when we go back then. [Unison laughter] 

KZ: Do you remember when you got your first car? 

MH: Oh, yes. It was a 1958 Chevy Biscayne, and it was one of those bondo 

specials. You know what that is don't you? 

KZ: Yes. [Laughter] 
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MH: She does, but you don't. Banda special means that it had dents and dings 

all over that you had to take this banda stuff and put on it, smooth it off 

and then paint it again and such. And so it needed some engine work, but 

I think I paid three hundred bucks for it. 

KZ: What kind of hubcaps did it have? 

MH: Oh, geez. 

KZ: Did it have baby moons? [Laughter] No? 

MH: No, I don't think it had the baby moons and so forth, but I was tryin' to 

make it look like an Impala, but I just couldn't do it, you know. 

[Laughter] I did the best I could. But I kept it for at least three years. 

KZ: Howald were you when you got it? 

MH: I think I was eighteen. Yeah. 

KC: Now you lived on Saint Anthony your whole life? 

MH: No, I lived on Saint Anthony for a while and then we moved to Fuller 

A venue. Later on, when I went to junior high school. 

KC: Were you in Oatmeal Hilps on Saint Anthony or Cornmeal Valley?26 

MH: When you say Oatmeal Hill, I would say ... I'm trying to think where that, 

when your lookin' .. . 

KC: Dale Street, east or west of Dale. 

MH: I was west of Dale Street. And more up towards Lexington. 

KC: So you'd be in the Oatmeal Hill. 

MH: I guess that's what you'd call it, yeah [Laughter]. 

25 Oatmeal Hill was a term referring to Rondo West of Dale Street toward Lexington, sometimes known as Upper 
Rondo. More affluent residents tended to move into this area, giving the impression the residents had a higher social 
standing. This middle class neighborhood was predominately single-family homes. 
26Cornmeal Valley, also known as Lower Rondo or Deep Rondo, was east of Dale Street to Rice Street. This was a 
lower-middle-class residential neighborhood predominately with single-family homes that, from the 1930's, struggled 
with the growing poverty. 
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KC: Okay, so your family wasn't relating to Oatmeal Hill or Cornmeal Valley, 

particularly. 

MH: No, no. 

KC: Was there a lot of interaction with Rondo, you know, going down to 

Rondo when you were a younger kid? 

MH: All the time. 'Cause there were some shops and there were some 

restaurants and I remember on Western and Saint Anthony, there was a 

pool hall and they'd make the best chili hotdogs. Kids would go in there 

and get those. And then there was a place that made the biggest 

hamburgers you could think of, and go in there and eat. And that was off 

of Western and Rondo. So yeah, and then I went to the Ober Boy's Club27 

too and that's where I've learned how to play football and learned how to 

box and play basketball. 

KC: How much time did you spend there? 

MH: Ah, if I wasn't at the Ober Boy's Club, I was in school. So I was down 

there quite a bit. Yeah, got into a lot of fights down there. But that's, you 

know ... [Laughter] That's what kids did, you know. [Laughter] 

KC: Did you have some mentors? 

MH: Yeah, there was a guy by the name of James Millsap and he was the coach 

and he used to pit the younger guys against the older guys and so that's 

where we learned how to be pretty tough. Because these guys were three 

and four years older than us. And so you - if could tackle or run through 

27 Ober Boys Club at 375 St. Anthony at Western was started during World War II by the Union Gospel Mission. It was 
named for Edger Ober of 3M who was active with the Gospel Mission. This recreation club taught Christian values. 
Boys who participated also attended Snail Lake Children 's Camp. There was a Girls Club located at Welcome Hall. 
Sometime after 1960 the club became part of The Boys and Girls Clubs of America, but the building is still owned by 
Union Gospel Mission. 
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those guys, you had to be pretty good. So he was a very tough taskmaster. 

I remember when we did the pushups, he would go around and if you 

didn't do 'em right, he'd step on your fingers, you know, and so it made 

you pretty ornery and pretty tough. Of course, football in those days, 

that's the way it was. 

KC: He was a White man? 

MH: No, he was African American. 

KC: Because most of the kids down there were African American. 

MH: Right. But there was another guy over on Oxford playground that I never 

got a chance to be coached by, but he was tremendous, a Bill Peterson, 

that some of the guys used to talk about and of course, Dave Winfield28 

was coached by him. He really helped a lot of guys develop their skills, 

but this Middlesap, he was brought up with toughness because other guys 

would go down there and they'd want to cry and go horne and so forth. If 

you cried and went home, you never came back to play. Yeah. [Chuckles] 

KZ: So when you say you got into a lot of fights over there, what type of 

things would you fight about? 

MH: Well, if somebody took your basketball away from you and it was your 

basketball and they didn't give it back to you, you would go get your 

basketball. And many times when they didn't want to give it back to you, 

you'd fight about it. [Laughter] But they did have a unique thing down 

at the Ober Boys Club because, if you were fighting too much, they would 

have Friday night fights. And s, what they would do is they had a ring 

28 Dave Winfield was born Oct. 3, 1951 in Saint Paul and lived in the Rondo Corridor. He was selected in four major 
sports league drafts in 1973: NFL, NBA, ABA, and MLB. He chose baseball and played in twelve All-Star Games over 
a twenty-two year career. At age forty-one, he helped lead Toronto win the1992 World Series. 
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and they put you up-you put on the boxing gloves and then whoever you 

were fighting with that week, you got a chance to do it in more of a formal 

way. And s, there were a lot of Friday night fights . [Laughter] 

KC: Was this just part of the time or was there a philosophy of "We need to 

teach these kids to be tough?/1 

MH: I think it was primarily the sport, really. If you're gonna play football and 

be good at it that was something that they did. I remember that we had a 

game, stupidest game in the game in the world. It was called Porn Porn 

Pullaway. Have you ever heard of that game? 

KC: Yes. 

KZ: Porn Porn Pullaway? 

MH: Yeah, but we did it a little different from most people did because you 

pick up a football and then you'd run as long as you could and people 

would be trying to tackle you and take the ball from you. And when you 

got tired, you'd throw it up and then somebody else would take it. 

[Laughter] 

KC: Now, Ober was pretty gender specific. It was just boys, wasn' t it? 

MH: Yeah, it was mainly boys, but there were some women that worked there. 

But it was primarily boys. We didn't allow girls in there in those days. 

[Laughter] 

KC: I know at one point, Welcome Ha1l29 had the girls' program. 

MH: Yeah, yep, yep. 

29 Welcome Hall Girls Club, located in Welcome Hall (321 Saint Anthony at Farrington), was run by the Union Gospel 
Mission, as was the Ober Boys Club. This recreation club taught Christian values. Girls also attended Snail Lake Camp 
run by the Mission. Sometime after 1960, the club became part of The Boys and Girls Clubs of America 
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KC: And then the Gospel Mission30 ran each of them separately. 

MH: Yes. 

KC: Did you ever go to Hallie?31 

MH: We'd go over there many times to play basketball, or play football 

sometimes. And then we would sometimes go over to Phyllis Wheatley32 

in Minneapolis, too. We'd go over there and play football sometimes, too. 

KC: With the Ober Boys Club? 

MH: It would be the Ober Boys Club or the Hallie program. 

KC: So you played on a Hallie team and an Ober team? 

MH: Yes. 

KC: And when they played each other, who did you choose? 

MH: Usually the Ober Boys Club. [Laughter] 

KC: Because they'd beat that one. 

MH: Yes, right. [Laughter] 

KZ: So when you were dating, do you think you dated more women from 

Saint Paul or Minneapolis? 

MH: More in Saint Paul. But we'd go over to Minneapolis and date the girls 

over there and then they didn't know about the girls in Saint Paul. So it 

was kind of runnin' back and forth. 

30The Union Gospel Mission is a Christian service agency that works to meet the physical, emotional, spiritual and 
educational needs of the economically disadvantaged men, women and children of the Twin Cities. It has been in 
service since 1902. 
31 Hallie Q. Brown Community Center was opened in 1929 as a community center specifically to serve the Black 
community when the Black YWCA closed in 1928. The original location was in the Union Hall at Aurora and Kent 
Streets until it relocated in the Martin Luther King Building at 270 Kent Street at Iglehart in Saint Paul. 
32 Phyllis Wheatley Community Center opened its doors in 1924 at 808 Bassett Place North. The settlement house 
provided recreational activities, baby and dental clinics and classes on Black history and culture. The center was the 
first agency in the Twin Cities dedicated to serving Black Americans. It later relocated to 915 Emerson Avenue North, 
Minneapolis, and currently has several locations. 

35 

Ron
do

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



KZ: Ohhh. [Laughter] There you go. [Unison Laughter] 

KC: A player. You were a player! [Laughter] 

MH: You took advantage of the two cities. What the heck. [Laughter] 

KC: I would have never imagined Mel Henderson to be a player. 

[Unison laughter] 

KZ: Did you do much rollerskating as a kid? 

MH: Yeah, there was a place called--forget the name of it. But there was a 

roller-skating rink right off of Lexington A venue, right next to the old, 

Saints Ball Park there. That was the place where everybody learned how 

to skate and skated most of the time. But it was an interesting thing that 

was going on there at that place. The old guys, many times if they saw 

you skating around in with the girls, whatever, they would catch you 

afterwards and they had the strangest thing of taking your pants off and 

throwing them on top of a bus. And so there you are trying to get home 

without any pants on. [Unison laughter] 

KZ: Now was that the Coliseum?33 

MH: I'm tryin'g to think what they call that. We just called it the rolle-skating 

rink. It may have been the Coliseum. I didn't even pay attention to it. 

KZ: Okay. [Laughter] 

KC: Did you go to Lexington to watch the Saints? 

MH: We did a couple times, yeah. My dad and I would go to some of the 

games. 

KC: But not a lot? 

33 The Coliseum Roller Rink was located at 453 N. Lexington. 
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MH: I would say-I mean, when he was in town we'd go. But when he wasn' t, 

then I didn't go. But it was a fun experience going to the games, yeah. 

KC: Did your parents belong to any of the clubs in town? 

MH: Ah, let's see. They probably did. I think my dad belonged to some golf 

group that was an African American group of men who had a club or 

whatever. They golfed. I think it was either Como34 or Phalen.35 I 

remember that. And there was another group that they belonged to, but I 

don't remember the names of the clubs. But they belonged to some clubs. 

KC: Because I know that there were a lot of social clubs that did a lot of going 

out and dancing. 

MH: Yeah, yeah. They did their share. [Laughter] 

KZ: For businesses in the area, what were your favorites? 

MH: For some strange reason, the restaurant there on Western. The pool ha1l36 

for some reason. [Unison laughter] But there was a hardware store that I 

basically would go into sometimes. And then we'd frequent the movie 

theatre. There was one on Selby and then one on University. One was 

called the Faust Theatre37 and we would frequent that quite a bit. We had 

34 Como Park is located around Lake Como and between Lexington Avenue, Hoyt, and Como Avenue. It was initially 
planned in 1872. In 1873, $100,000 was donated to purchase land for a park, and the City acquires 300 acres around 
Lake Como. In 1848, Lake Como is named by Charles Perry, who farms a tract of land on the shore of the lake. Today 
there are trails - 1.67 miles of paths surround the lake, and the park has picnic shelters, tennis courts, ball fields, 
swimming pools, fishing, paddle boats, conservatory and gardens, zoo, amusement rides, golf course, and a historic 
streetcar station. 
35 Phalen Park around Phalen Lake is located between Frost Avenue, Maryland Avenue, Arcade and East Shore Drive. 
First planned by the Saint Paul City Council in 1872, the land was acquired in 1899 at a cost of $22,000 and the park 
was opened to the public soon after. The park was named after early settler Edward Phelan, who staked one of the 
first claims to the land around Phalen Creek. Today there are trails - 3.2 miles around the lake (5K), a playground, 
beach , golf course and clubhouse, and an amphitheater. 
36 Walker Williams was located at 544/548 St. Anthony. 
37 Faust Theater, built in 1911 as a family movie theater, was located at 626 West University Avenue near Dale Street. 
The theater closed in the late 1960's when the building became an evangelical church . In 1970 it reopened as a sex 
oriented movie theater until the city purchased and closed it in March 1989. The building was raised in 1995. 
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to first go to church on Sunday and then we could go to the show. If you 

didn't go to church, you didn't go to the show. [Laughter] 

KZ: Do you remember any of the shows that you went to go see? 

MH: Oh, geez. There were a lot of those John Wayne cowboy movies and then 

there were-let's see. Mainly the cowboy movies we'd go see as kids, you 

know. 

KZ: Do you remember any characters in the neighborhood? Vendors, that 

type of thing? 

MH: Any what now? 

KZ: Vendors. Characters or people who owned businesses that really had 

quite the personalities? 

MH: Oh, geez. I'm gonna try and remember this. There was this one guy - I 

couldn't believe that he made money doing this - but he had an old horse 

and a wagon, he would go through the neighborhood collecting stuff. And 

somehow, this guy made a living doing this. And we used to sometimes

when he would park his horse and wagon, we would try to take off in his 

wagon and horse. [Unison laughter] And so he would catch us and run us 

off, whatever. But, he was quite a character, as such. [Laughter] And 

then,there was Tiger Jack. Probably people remember him. But he would 

always give us candy and stuff like that and he was quite a character, too. 

KC: When you were little what did Rondo look like to you? Was it a busy 

street? 

MH: Oh, it was probably the busiest street that I -' cause they had streetcars 

going up and down the area there. And then when they removed the 

streetcars, they still had a lot of traffic down there. And I remember-I 
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didn't do it, but I remember some of the kids would take these old tires 

and they would sit up on Rondo Hill and run' em down the street and see 

if they could miss the cars going by and stuff like that. So it was very, 

very busy and they hit a lot of cars, you know. [Unison laughter] Sorry to 

tell you that. I shouldn't be telling you stuff like that. [Unison laughter]. 

KC: I think we've heard some of them before. Yes. 

KZ: I've heard that the barbershops were a good place to get lots of 

information. [Laughter] 

MH: Yeah, but they got to be old after a while because some of those guys came 

in there. They were tellin' a lot of fabrications and there were a lot of

how would I say it? Stuff that, in some cases, you didn't want to hear, you 

know. And you'd be sitting in the barber's chair and the barber would be 

doing all kinds of animations and talking and you always wondered, 

what is he doing to my hair as he's talking and doing stuff? But you 

would always come out of there looking good. And I said, this man must 

be a master at what he's doin' because he was always involved with his 

audience, you know. 

So one place I would go to quite a bit was Art's Barbershop38 right there 

on Central and I'm tryin' to think of the cross street, Fisk or something like 

that. But yeah, that's the one I used to go to quite a bit. And then after a 

while, I stopped going' cause it just got to be kind of too much foolishness 

goin' on in there. [Laughter] 

KC: When you were older and going to college and then . . . 

38 Art's Barbershop was located at 779 Central Avenue. 
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MH: Yeah, my roommate and I, we did our own hair. [Unison laughter] 

KZ: Were there any businesses that you didn't like to go to? 

MH: Probably not. I think the restaurants, the pool hall was fine, couple of 

hardware stores, the grocery stores were fine . I can't remember anybody 

that, you know, didn't check out. 

KC: You talked about your block being very integrated. 

MH: It was, yes. 

KC: When you would go to Rondo, would you find it as integrated? 

MH: Not so much so. I think it was pretty-hmm, I think Saint Anthony and 

Central and some of the streets were pretty integrated, but Rondo didn't 

seem to be too integrated. 

KC: Being raised in a community that had a lot of people that looked like you 

versus if you were raised on Summit A venue,39 did that make a difference 

do you think in your growing up? 

MH: Yes. Difference in terms of what, do you mean? 

KC: Difference in terms of not being the only kid with a really dark tan. 

Difference in terms of having a lot of Black male role models around. 

MH: Well, I did have the Black role models in terms of my family and so, for 

some reason, it didn't make much difference to me and such. And I didn't 

let that make a difference. I was fortunate that I went to Saint Peter Claver 

high school, I mean elementary school, and there were these African 

American nuns from Baltimore, Maryland. And they disciplined us very 

much so and they also, in a sense, instilled a sense of racial pride into 

children, because they would find various talents that the children had 

39 Summit Avenue is an affluent parkway in Saint Paul with many mansions whose residents have often been White 
professionals and business owners. 
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and then they would encourage them to use it. So I think my growing up 

in the neighborhood didn't affect me one way, whatsoever. It just-I 

think it pretty much was very helpful. 

KC: Who were the other people that instilled racial pride in you or male pride? 

MH: Well, again, one of my friends, his uncle was a jet pilot in the air force at 

that time, which was very interesting. He was probably one of the best 

pilots there was and so to see pictures of him, you know, near his plane 

and stuff like that. And then I would see him when he'd come home and 

so I was just kind of was in a unique situation of seeing African American 

people that were, basically, successful in doing things. And another friend 

of mine, his uncle was a boxer. We looked up to him 'cause he was in the 

newspapers and stuff like that. And then I remember one of the neighbors, 

he was not African American, but he was the police chief that lived in my 

neighborhood and so we'd be over there sometimes. You were accepted 

no matter what. Plus, you had people around you that you could look up 

to, which was very helpful. 

KC: Chief Griffin? 

MH: No. Chief Griffin. Let's see, he lived over on, matter of fact, Rondo. Matter 

of fact. 

KC: 587 Rondo 

MH: Yeah, and I knew of him, but well, I did date his daughter for a while. 

[Unison laughter] I was very cautious about that one. But yeah, I know of 

him, but I knew his daughter, you know, pretty well. 

KC: So it was another police that lived ... 
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MH: Yes, it was. His name was Ronamacker and he was not African American. 

[Laughter] 

KZ: Being Rondo wasn't a huge area, did you ever run into much peer 

pressure by kids who maybe were more wanting to get into a little more 

trouble? 

MH: Not really, because I was fortunate that very young. I was bigger than 

most kids. And so it was really strange, you know, all through my 

elementary, junior high, and part of high school, I was someone that kids 

looked up to. In many cases, they feared [me]. So I never had the problem. 

[Laughter] I was always able to be an individual and not have to be 

involved in any peer pressure. I remember the one day that it really 

dawned on me. I was out playing with one of my friends and the bully of 

the neighborhood was coming through the area and so he took one of my 

basketballs or something. I was throwing it to one of my girlfriends who 

was-she was about the same age. So I went in the house crying and my 

mother looked at me and she says, "You go back out there and get your 

ball." I went back out there to take it, so we got into a fight and this guy 

was a bully of the neighborhood and after I beat him up, no more problem 

after that. [Unison laughter] 

KC: You listen to your mama. 

MH: Oh, yeah. [Unison laughter] 

KZ: Did you ever go to camp? 

MH: Oh, yeah. [Unison laughter] 

MH: The Ober Boys Club had this camp at Turtle Lake. 

KC: Or Snail Lake? 
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MH: Or Snail. Well, it's out near Shoreview or whatever. It may be the Snail 

Lake Camp.39 But I didn't enjoy that. 

KZ: No? 

MH: No, the barracks were uncomfortable. It was one of those wood floors that 

had splinters all over the place and the food wasn't that great. So no, I 

didn't enjoy camp at all. I really didn't. I remember I learned how to 

swim, but it wasn't the most pleasant experience 'cause the guy took us 

out in the middle of the lake in a boat and then made us jump. And so, 

that's where I learned how to swim. That was frightful. I know that it 

wasn't that deep, but we didn' t know it. [Unison laughter] Yeah, I went to 

camp. 

KC: How many years? 

MH: Only a couple of years. That was it. That was it, yeah. [Laughter] 

KC: Hmm. 

KZ: When the freeway came through did you notice any vandalism in the 

homes that were empty and waiting to be removed? 

MH: Not really. I guess I didn't pay any attention to that. I just thought it was 

one of the most devastating things that ever happened to the 

neighborhood, yeah. I thought it was awful. 

KC: Talk more about that. 

MH: Well, you know. I had seen a neighborhood of places, of businesses, of 

people, being uprooted for a freeway and I kept thinking there's gotta be 

another place that this freeway could come through. But it came through 

39 Snail Lake Youth Camp was located on Snail Lake north of Saint Paul. Campers stayed over night at the camp a 
week at a time. The youth from Ober Boys Club and Welcome Hall Girls Club participated at this camp run by Union 
Gospel Mission. 
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my neighborhood and it just-it looked like a war zone where they tore 

out the houses and the whole bit, and so I just felt that that was the most 

devastating thing that could happen to my community and my 

neighborhood. I was hoping that when people moved they would find a 

way to start their own business places. And for the most part, I think some 

of them maybe never did. And so that was a disaster from that 

standpoint. 

KC: Was that when your family left Saint Anthony? Instead of facing the 

freeway, you moved to Fuller? 

MH: We moved a little before that, just a little before that happened 'cause my 

dad and uncle knew that that was gonna happen, so he says, "We gotta 

get the heck outa here." And so they did. I don't even know that they got 

a fair market for their place or not. But it was not pleasant. 

KC: Were you on the south side of the street where the house would have been 

taken? 

MH: Yeah, that's where it was. 

KC: You knew it was going to [go]? 

MH: Yes, yes. 

KZ: About how old were you at the time? 

MH: I had to be at least somewhere around about eleven, twelve, somewhere. 

KZ: Did you play down there during the construction at all? 

MH: Ah, no. I remember we sometimes would just run through the area to get 

to the other side but that's about it. [Chuckles] Yeah, it was a big-you had 

to see this. It was a big monstrous chasm all the way from, wherever. You 

know. It was huge. 

44 

Ron
do

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



KC: Was your family involved in any of the conversations or minor protests to 

make them drop it so it wasn't at ground level? 

MH: I think one of my uncles was because it was property. But they realized 

that it was basically not going to make any difference in terms of the 

powers that be' cause it was goin' through that area. Like many other 

cities in this country that's many times where they bring that freeway 

through the 'hood. Yep. 

KC: One of the things we've learned is that there wasn't a lot of protesting 

until it actually was through. 

MH: Yes. 

KC: But shortly after that time, there was a lot of protesting going on in other 

parts of the country. Were you involved in any of the civil rights 

discussions or protests or speakers here in town? 

MH: No, my goal at that point in time was to get my education and move on 

with my life and it was done and I realized that certain battles at that 

point in time that weren't worth fighting' cause you were gonna lose 

anyway and you didn't have the money or the legal ramifications, so I just 

moved on. [Clap] 

KC: Dr. [Connie] Price has talked about going south and going to the March 

on Washington40 and that when Martin Luther King would come to town 

they would get people together. You were busy in college. Were you 

informed about any of that? 

40 The 1963 March on Washington was created when leaders of various civil rights organizations decided to organize 
what became known as the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. The 1963 march is best know for Martin 
Luther King Jr's "I Have A Dream" speech. 

45 

Ron
do

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



MH: Not really, because, I'll be honest with you, when I was in school playing 

football, I had a scholarship. I don't think I watched television. I don't 

think I read too many newspapers. I was studying. I was reading books, 

whatever, and that was basically my life for four years. [Laughter] And I 

don't even think I was in the student union over there four times out of 

the four years I was there. 

KC: Focused. 

MH: Oh yeah. Because, well, you had to realize that they paid for books, 

tuition, room and board. They paid for everything. To lose that and to 

corne horne without that was like a shameful thing. So I had to be 

focused . Yeah, yeah. Lot of my buddies and friends were at the student 

union. I don't know if they ever graduated. [Unison laughter] 

KC: Did your siblings get a chance to go to college as well? 

MH: Yeah, my middle sister, she went to Concordia41 and then she went to 

Saint Thomas42 and she was schoolteacher for a while. Saint Paul Public 

School System. And my oldest sister, she pretty much had a chance to go 

to Juilliard School of Music,43 but somehow or another she got married 

instead and had children and never finished. But now she's a real estate 

41 Concordia University is located at 275 Syndicate Street North, Saint Paul, immediately west of Rondo and 
Lexington. The University was founded in 1893 to provide a Christian learning environment for high school students 
preparing to enter the professional ministries of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The first two years of college 
were added shortly after the turn of the century, and in 1950 Concordia became coeducational. In 1962 curricular 
expansion led to the establishment of the Bachelor of Arts degree with a specialization in elementary teacher 
education. By this time, Concordia had also addeda two year, pre-professional programs for future deaconesses and 
social welfare workers. 
42 The Saint Paul campus of The University of St. Thomas is located at 2115 Summit Avenue, Saint Paul. It was 
founded in 1885 by Archbishop John Ireland and is a Catholic, independent, liberal arts, archdiocesan university that 
emphasizes values-centered, career-oriented education . 
43The Juilliard School, one of the finest music schools in the world, is located at 60 Lincoln Center Plaza New York, NY 
and was founded in 1905 as the Institute of Musical Arts. When Mr. Juilliard, a wealthy textile merchant, died in 1919, 
his will contained the largest single bequest for the advancement of music at that time. In 1924, the trustees of that 
bequest founded the Juilliard Graduate School. 
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broker out in Las Vegas and doing pretty well out there. My younger 

sister, she has her own business down in New Orleans and doing well 

with her family, but never finished her degree. Yeah. And then my 

younger brother, he didn't finish his. He had two years, but didn't do four 

and he's a manager out at the Minnesota Zoo. 

KC: It sounds like education was a value that your parents promoted. 

MH: Ohhhhh, yes. And then, I remember having a high school social studies 

teacher that one day pretty much nailed me to the wall. She says, "You're 

an excellent athlete and you're a good person, but you better start using 

your brain." And I mean that was like cold water thrown on my face . 

And I thank her for that because I was a good athlete and I had a good 

time and everything else, but then she said, "You better wake up and take 

care of business." [Laughter] 

KZ: Did you ever play any musical instruments? 

MH: Never did. Just loved to sing. 

KZ: Did you have lots of dance steps? See, I'm fascinated with the Emeralds. 

[Unison Llaughter] 

MH: Oh, did we have dance steps! Yeah, we thought we were just as good as 

the Four Tops or Spinners, whatever. And yeah, we had some dance steps 

and we thought we were pretty good. Matter of fact, in those days they 

had a program over on University Avenue at Channel 5.45 And they had a 

thing called High Five and they would have dance contests. And I won a 

dance contest there, but they gave me an Elvis Presley album for a prize. 

And I said, "What the heck!" 'cause I didn't like Elvis Presley at the time. 

45Channel 5 Television , KSTP, is located at 3415 University Avenue. 
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[Unision Llaughter] But I took it and I said fine, you know, whatever. 

No, I was a pretty good dancer. [Laughter] 

KC: Who were some of the--different than the singing groups, some of the 

music that you would listen to for dance? 

MH: Ah, boy. I'm trying to think. There was groups like the Shilows. There was 

groups we watched, listened to some of the James Brown stuff, but not a 

whole lot. And then there was some. I think -early days, Sam Cook had a 

group. We diddled. Gladys Knight and the Pips came out a little bit later, 

but we liked some of her stuff. For some reason we didn't do much of the 

Jackson Five stuff, you know, I cause that was a little bit later on. There 

were some groups, and lean' t remember all of the names of some of the 

groups, but there were some of the - what do you call it? - the slower 

music that we would sing because it was more of a music that we could 

croon to, if you will. [Unison laughter] So yeah, but we would go to those 

dances and we were croonin' and the girls we get-they're just diggin' it 

and so we really got into that. [Unison laughter] 

KZ: Now were all the members of your band from the Rondo area? 

MH: Yeah, yeah. 

KZ: Okay, were there any other groups that you were in competition with in 

the Rondo area? 

MH: Yeah, there were. There was another group. I'm trying to think of what 

that group's name [was]. I mean, they were good, but we were better than 

them. What was that group? They were a little older than us, but yeah, 

there was one other group that was local in the same area and they 

thought they were just as good as we were, but we were better. And we 
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got invited to all-it's interesting. We got invited to Temple of Aaron46 at 

least four or five times to sing at some of their dances. That's how good 

we were, you know? But we were kind of a group that everybody knew in 

the Twin Cities. 

KZ: So you really didn't have problems getting jobs or anything like that? 

MH: No, if we weren't in school, we probably could have been singin' at least 

three or four times a week, you know, at various functions and so forth, 

you know. 

KC: All four of you were African American? 

MH: Yes, yes. But then, later on, brought in a female singer to kind of add a 

little more class to the group and so forth. But then we had to behave, you 

know, more so. [Unison laughter] 

KZ: Did any other band members play instruments or was it more acappella ? 

MH: It was all acappella. That's how good we were: 

KZ: Oh, that's great. 

KC: You were invited to the Temple of Aaron? 

MH: Yeah, yeah. 

KC: Were you invited to some of the predominantly wWhite high schools to 

sing? And if you were invited, between singing, were you able to socialize 

with the White girls without anyone objecting? 

MH: I would say we pretty much did a lot of our singing at Saint Paul Central. 

And we did it at some of the community centers and at the Y's, but never 

anything else other than Saint Paul Central High School, per se. I don't 

even know what the dances were at the Temple of Aaron, but we would 

46 The Temple of Aaron is a conservative Jewish synagogue is located at 616 S. Mississippi River Boulevard. 
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be up on the stage and we would do our thing and then we would just 

leave. We wouldn't stay around. 

KC: They didn't invite you to stay and socialize? 

MH: Well, let's put it this way. We did our thing, we got our money, we were 

gone. You know. We didn't need to socialize. [Unison laughter] 

KC: Several people have talked about maybe one classmate that did some 

interracial dating and the attitudes of that at different times. 

MH: Yeah, there was attitude, but, I guess my group of guys, we didn't care. 

You know, we dated who we wanted to date. We just felt if there was a 

good looking girl, we wanted to date her and so forth, and we did. We 

dated.:..-it could be African American. She could be Jewish. She could be 

Chinese. She could be whatever. We dated them. 

KZ: And parents were fine with that? 

MH: Some were, some weren't. 

KZ: I mean, your parents? 

MH: Ah . . . They were not exactly fine with it, no. [Laughter] 

KZ: Yeah. [Unison laughter] 

KC: Tell us more. 

MH: Well, no. They just felt that society wasn't ready for that at the time, back 

in the 1950' sand 60' s and they were basically old school and they just 

thought that we were going to get into trouble and stuff like that and we 

just said, "No, we're not. We're fine." Matter of fact, nothing ever 

happened to me. But it was very interesting later on. Later on someone 

had mentioned to me that when I was homecoming king - and the queen 

was not African American, she was White - that they had taken and 
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circulated this picture of us in the South and the caption was "This is what 

happens to your daughter." And so it was the funniest thing. I remember 

I had gotten a scholarship offer to go to University of Kentucky and 

something said don't go down to the University of Kentucky even for an 

interview. And I didn't, but this was posted all over the South and in the 

area. My picture with this white woman, 'cause I had the crown on and 

she had the crown on and so forth and so on. And nothing happened 

between us, but they just-that was what they did. 

Mel Henderson 
and Judy Grohs 

Central High School 
Homecoming 

October 14,1961 
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KC: People that wanted to be racist were using it. 

MH: Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

KC: 'Cause part of looking at Rondo is looking at how this community was 

unique compared to the rest of Saint Paul, and you know, in your lifetime 

there were a lot of changes. Mrs. Wilson has talked a lot about the social 

clubs and that the social clubs existed because if you wanted to go off for a 

nice meal, you didn't know if you were going to be accepted in a 

restaurant or not. 

MH: Yeah, yeah, there was. For example, it was interesting. I kept wondering 

why none of the folks or people would go to the Lexington Restaurant47 

right there on Lexington and Grand. But at the time, you just didn't go in 

there, you know. So a lot of them did have their own social clubs because 

there were places you didn't go. 

KC: And yet it sounds like you being of a slightly younger age just didn't buy 

into this. 

MH: Well, I didn't buy into that, but I always knew that there were some places 

in the community and some places I would not go, just because I had a 

built in sense as to you're not either welcome there or it's not a 

comfortable place for you to be. And so I was aware of that. And then 

there was also the dating situation. As I said, they're people just like me. If 

they want to date, I'm not going to back down. 

KC: And the school didn't do anything to address that at the time? 

MH: I think Saint Paul Central, even Marshall Junior High School, no. I don't 

remember anything where they tried to put a squash on any of that, you 

47 The Lexington Restaurant predominately served White affluent patrons and is located at 1096 Grand Avenue. 
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know. I think the schools were pretty much fairly liberal at that point in 

time. I remember even Marshall Junior High School, we'd always have a 

dance on Friday over at the Jewish Community Center4s and we'd be 

there, dance with anybody we wanted to and had a good time and we 

could go horne, they would go horne and that was it. [Laughter] 

KZ: Is that a picture of your wife over there? 

MH: That's a younger picture, yeah. When she was back in college. And so I 

need to get another picture, but I said, "That's fine." [Laughter] 

KZ: When did you meet her? 

MH: Interesting enough, I met her really and didn't realize it at a Torn Thumb 

wedding. In the early days of my church they would have these little 

weddings where they'd have the little kids dressed up like groom and 

bride and attendants and so forth. And they would have a little mock 

wedding of kids and we were actually standing together as a bridesmaid 

and what do you call the guys? Groomsman. And we didn't even know it 

and then we saw this picture later on where we were standing together at 

the shoulder and, you know, our paths did cross later on. But I remember 

her mother49 saying, she said she'd always see me riding by the street. She 

lives on a busy street there where Dale Street was and she'd see me 

corning past these cars and stuff and she'd always say, "That kid's gonna 

kill himself." , And when she saw me again, she said, "You were that kid 

that I was always praying for." [Unison laughter] Then later on it was 

interesting' cause I had parked my car by her house and her father50 was a 

48 Jewish Community Center was located at 1375 Saint Paul Avenue. 
49 Flossie Del Pino. 
50 The Mr. Reverend Jerome Del Pino. 
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Methodist minister at the time and so that was his parking space in front 

of the house. And so I just parked my car, you know. I didn't care and so I 

got out of the car and she carne out and she had this apron on 'cause she 

was fixin' Sunday dinner. She says, "That's my father's car." I looked at 

her and said, "Hey, this is a public street. I can park any place I want to." 

And I walked on down, went to church and carne back. Then I carne back 

to my car and there she was standing waiting for me to move and so I just 

looked at her. It was really strange, and then about say, two months later, 

her father asked me to speak at amen's day program at a church. And 

then they invited me over to dinner at the house and so I'm sitting there 

having the regular Sunday meal, not paying any attention to her or 

anybody else, just enjoyin' myself with the food. Then the second time 

that they invited me over, I remember taking a bite of chicken. I'm looking 

over and here is this face smiling at me. And I look at her and I said, "Oh, 

okay." We started dating and [slap] that was it. [Unison laughter] 

Melvin A & Evelyn Henderson, Melvin, Judy, 
Flossie and Jerome F. DelPino June 7, 1969 
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Mel and Judy Henderson 
on vacation in 2003. 

KC: But now, her father wasn't minister at your church? 

MH: No, he was minister at the time of Camphor United Methodist Churchs1 • 

They're right down the street from Saint James. And, he was there for 

about fifteen years. 

KC: You go to Saint James AME. 

MH: African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

KC: And how is that different than Camphor Methodist? 

MH: Camphor is just strictly a United Methodist Church. It just happens to be 

in the 'hood or the neighborhood. And so that's where a lot of African 

American people go, but still, it's kind of-it's an integrated church. Yes. 

51 Camphor Memorial United Methodist Church was established with eighteen members in 1919 by the Methodist 
Episcopal Church Conference. They incorporated in 1920 and moved into their first permanent home at 13th and 
Broadway, NE of downtown. In 1931 the congregation relocated to its present location at 585 Fuller Avenue near Dale 
Street. In 1970 their building was demolished and the congregation moved into a new building in February 1973. The 
Reverend Mr. Del Pino served this congregation from 1952 through 1966, as it's thirteenth minister. 
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Where as my church is, even though it's an African Methodist Episcopal 

Church, we still have a mixture of people that go to the Saint James too. 

KC: But you're in a, you're in a whole different conference or are you part of 

United Methodist now? 

MH: Oh, it's--no. They talked about it a little about ten years ago, but it never 

came together, so they're two separate entities. 

KC: So, there's a congress. AME churches have their own congress or 

governing hierarchy. 

MH: Yeah, they have many bishops and they have many districts and they 

have regions and such and so it's all over the United States, matter of fact. 

KC: Are they as integrated all over the United States as they are here? 

MH: Out East they are and out on the West Coast they are. Down South they're 

not too much and I think in Canada for sure they are. 

KC: What does integrated mean? 

MH: Well, you have all kinds of people that go. They're not just African 

American folks. You have people that are-basically, matter of fact, in 

Saint James we have people that were Oriental. We've had some folks 

who were White. We had some folks that were from Europe. Just, yeah. 

Open. 

KC: Oh, but in Minnesota is it as integrated as Peter Claver [Catholic Church] 

is, which is probably about fifty-fifty? 

MH: No, I'd say it's-Saint Peter Claver is really more so than most that you go 

to. But when Saint Peter Claver first started off it wasn't that integrated 

because the nuns were African American. But, the priests, I don't think 

they ever really had when I was there, any African American priests. 
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KC: I think they had one in the White jurisdiction. 

MH: Probably after, 'cause I was only there in elementary at the time. But a 

very interesting place though. 

KZ: Well, I only have probably one last question that I can think of. I see one of 

your areas of expertise is interviewing. 

MH: Yes, Yes 

KZ: How does it feel to be interviewed by the two of us? [Laughter] 

MH: Oh, I just thought it was very interesting kind of going back in the past 

and so forth' cause I mean, there was probably a lot more I could telt but, 

I mean you've covered quite a bit and such. No, it was good. Yeah, you 

did a good job. 

KC: What are some of those other secrets that you could tell? [Unison 

laughter] 

MH: Oh geez. Well, interesting enough, one that I didn't say to you and that is 

during the-I guess, the 1950's for the most part. In the neighborhood, 

because I, and maybe this is not an excuse - it's kind of an excuse, but 

maybe it isn' t - a lot of the people didn' t have as much money as they 

would have liked to. And in the neighborhood there was a thing called 

policy running. Do you know what that is? What that was is people would 

have a dream the night before, whatever. And then, they have a dream 

book. And they would go to this book and then they would get a number 

and that's the number that they would bet on. And they would [bet] two 

dollars, three dollars. They would bet on that number and if that number 

hit, they would maybe make fifteen or twenty bucks, whatever. And so 

that was a thing going on in the neighborhood. The policy business or the 
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numbers business was run by, at the time, African American folks and I 

believe some Chinese folk. Which is very interesting. And the police knew 

what was going on, but you know, they just said, /I Ah, let 'em do it, 

whatever./1 And what they would do to try to keep it from the police 

knowing much about it, the kids actually took the numbers to the place 

where they did the betting. 

KC: Were you a numbers runner? 

MH: Ah, I made a little money, yes. [Unison laughter] 

KZ: Was that your first job? 

MH: Probably so. The next one was working in the grocery store. [Laughter] 

KC: And where was the place that they did the betting? 

MH: Oh boy. It was right next to Jim Williams Bar52 out there on Saint Anthony 

A venue. No longer there. 

KC: So when you would go in making these deliveries .. . 

MH: You would just give them the numbers. They would give you a tip and 

you'd leave. That's it. Yeah. 

KC: But it was Blacks and Chinese? 

MH: Well, it's interesting, the Black and Chinese, they organized and ran it but 

you never saw the top folks. You just sawall the people that were taking 

in the bets and then they first would come and collect whatever they 

wanted and so forth. 

KC: And then you said you worked at a grocery store? 

MH: Yeah, that was right around the corner from my house, it was called 

S2 Jim Williams was at 560 St. Anthony. Jim Williams was notable for being the first Black restaurant in Minnesota to 
have a legal liquor license. 
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Neuman's Grocery.53 It was, basically kind of carryout and clean-up in the 

store and so forth. 

KC: How old were you? 

MH: Oh gee, I think I was only about ten or eleven. Then my next job was 

pin setter at Saint Peter Claver Bowling Alley, 'cause they had a bowling 

alley in the basement where they actually made money to support the 

school. 

KC: At Neuman's, who owned Neuman's? 

MH: His name was Jack Neuman. 

KC: And was he Black? 

MH: He was Jewish, yeah, yeah. [Laughter] 

KZ: Do you remember what you started at money-wise? [Laughter} 

MH: Oh, gosh, you know, it's been so long I can't even remember. I remember I 

just always had money to buy clothes and stuff like that. I don't remember 

what I made. I didn't pay much mind to it, ' cause I always--not only did I 

have money, but I could drink all the pop I wanted to, you know. Eat all 

the potato chips I wanted, so yeah, it was a good job. I think people really 

were sad when Jack Neuman left the neighborhood, but then he just got 

too old to run the store and he just left. 

KC: So, it just closed down? 

MH: Closed down, yeah. 

KZ: Did you ever spend much time down at the Hollow?54 

53 Neuman's Food Market was located at 391 Arundel. 
54 The Hollow was an open space located in the square block between Kent and Mackubin and Saint Anthony and 
Central. It had four playing fields, horseshoe beds, and in the winter a ice skating rink. It was used by families, 
churches, and schools in the area (Fairbanks, The Days of Rondo, 1990). 
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MH: Yeah. [Unison laughter] Because when I played for Hallie Q . Brown, that's 

where we practiced, at the Hollow. And then, when we were playing 

football, they flooded the place over and we skated there and we used to 

play some strange game there also where you would line up a whole 

bunch of folks and they would try to skate across and you'd try to tackle 

them and then finally, you would have a whole mob of people tackling 

one person. But we would skate. That's where we skated. [Unison 

laughter] Strangest games we used to play. 

KC: You were a tough kid! [Unison laughter] 

MH: But yeah, that was a fun place and then they had this little-the warming 

house. Oh, my gosh. It was probably half the size of this room and they 

had the old burning stove, the wood-burning stove and we'd go in there 

and try to get warm and so forth. But that's where we skated and played. 

Fun playground. 

KZ: Who taught you how to skate? 

MH: Nobody. Taught myself, yeah. By trial and error. [Laughter] 

KC: Now, did they have skates you could borrow there or you had your own 

skates? 

MH: Oh, we had our own skates. 

KC: Strap on, buckle onto shoes, or boots? 

MH: Ah, no. [Laughter] No, no, no. We had the strap-on kind. Matter of fact, I 

had figure skates. We had them. And then I said, "Why are mine figure 

skates?" Then they bought me some hockey skates and then I went back to 

my figure skates' cause they were easy to skate in. [Laughter] 

KZ: Yeah? Did you spend much time downtown at all? 
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MH: Not much time. We would just go to a couple of restaurants downtown 

and there was one Chinese restaurant we would go to all the time that we 

enjoyed. I can't remember the name. Don't ask me the name of it. But I 

used to love to go there to eat the egg foo young. My dad loved Chinese 

food and so we'd always have to go there. It may have been Nankin55 but I 

just can't exactly remember. 

KC: So and there have been other discussions about a particular Chinese 

restaurant downtown there. 

MH: I think that was the only one,. I think, yeah. [Laughter] 

KC: Kin Chu56 or? Have to look it up. Any others? 

KZ: I don't think so. 

KC: Anything else you want to share with us? 

MH: That's all I'm gonna tell ya. That's all I'm gonna tell ya. [Unison Laughter] 

KC: Can't pry anything else out of you? 

MH: No, no, no. No more. [Unison Laughter] 

KC: See now I would have the illusion that I'd hear these tough kid stories 

from Corky Finney. 

MH: Oh he was not that tough when he was a kid. 

KC: No? Well, you know, he says he was very asthmatic and so no tough kid 

stories from him. 

MH: Well, I was asthmatic, too. They had to give me the shot of adrenaline 

every once in a while. Bu, what they found out was I was allergic to 

certain foods. And so they did those skin patch tests, finally. Dr. 

55 Nankin Cafe was located at 15 South Seventh Street in Minneapolis. 
56 Kin Chu was a Chinese restaurant located at 18 East Seventh Street. 
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5teinberg57 was the one who did this test and they found out I was allergic 

to corn, or popcorn, chocolate, and peanuts. And those are all the things 

that kids eat. . So I spent some time at Children's Hospital58 until they 

found out what it was and if I stayed away from those foods, I was fine, 

yeah. 

KC: Wow, so you don't get to eat chocolate? 

MH: It's not worth it because I get migraine headaches, so it's not worth it, 

[Laughter] okay? I don't have the shortness of breath anymore. 

KC: Thank you so very much. 

57 Dr. Charles L. Steinberg was located at 1116 Lowry Medical Arts Building. 
58 Children Hospital, founded in 1920, was located at 311 Pleasant as a pediatric specialty hospital. In 1972 Miller, 
Saint Luke's and Children's Hospitals merged to become United Hospital at 333 North Smith Street. 
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