
Transcript of an oral history interview with 

Gloria Jeanne Lindstrom Lewis 

March 12, 2003 

at 

The Lewis Home 
North Saint Paul, Minnesota 

Interviewed by 

Kateleen Hope Cavett 
with Lisa Conley, Hamline University Student 

as part of 

HAND IN HAND's 
RONDO ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

Saint Paul, Minnesota 

At age seventy-five, Gloria Lewis describes the streetscape of Lower 
Rondo or Cornmeal Valley where she lived during her early marriage. She 
describes the life of a young struggling family raising children and the challenges 
of a bi-racial marriage. Mrs. Lewis reflects on the racial discrimination that her 
family endured, and emphasizes that there were no problems with 
discrimination when they were in the Rondo corridor. She muses that if the 
Rondo neighborhood hadn't been lost, maybe her children wouldn't have 
experienced so much racism. Gloria talks about the upholstery career her 
husband had and how she and her husband each used their talents to create a 
successful business. 

This is a transcript of taped interviews, edited slightly for clarity. A signed 
release is on file from Mrs. Lewis. 
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GL: Gloria Lewis 
KC: Kate Cavett 

KC: It is March 12th, Wednesday, 2003, and 

we are at Mrs. Lewis's home in North 

Saint Paul. I'm Kate Cavett and Lisa 

Conley is with me, and we're going to 

talk about Rondo. Mrs. Lewis, 

can you introduce yourself, give us 

your full name? 

GL: My full name is Gloria Jeanne Lewis I , 

and I live in North Saint Paul, 

Minnesota. 

KC: Thank you. Where did you grow up? 

GL: . I grew up, actually two places: in [the] 

Como Park2 [neighborhood] and then 

Gloria with husband Sonny 
at a social event 

from Como Park we moved over to Marshall A venue. That's where 

I grew up. Then, after I got married3 .. . 

KC: What year did you get married? 

I Gloria Jeanne Lindstrom was born September 18, 1927. 
2 Como Park is located around Lake Como and between Lexington Avenue, Hoyt, and Como Avenue. It was initially 
planned in 1872. In 1873, $100,000 was donated to purchase land for a park, and the City acquires 300 acres around 
Lake Como. In 1848, Lake Como was named by Charles Perry, who farmed a tract of land on the shore of the lake. 
Today there is a path of 1.67 miles of surrounding the lake. The park includes picnic shelters, tennis courts, ball fields, 
swimming pools, fishing, paddleboats, conservatory and gardens, zoo, amusement rides, golf course, and a historic 
streetcar station. 
3 Married to Mr. Robert Winston Lewis, known to friends as "Sonny", who was, among other things, a Knight of 
Columbus at Saint Peter Claver Catholic Church. Sonny was born June 2, 1924 and passed June 12, 1990. 
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In front of 222 Rondo 
Brother and Sister-in-law 

Andrew and Ruthie 
Hartshorn, 

Mother-in-law Cecelia Lewis 
and nieces Theresia, 

Jowanna, Estelle Hartshorn, 
with streetcar in background 

c. 1945/6 

235 Rondo in background 
Daughter Dee Dee, with 
nieces: Theresia, Estelle, 

J owanna Hartshorn 
c.1948/9 
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GL: I got married in 1946. And I had five children. Let's see now, I'm trying 

to think. [My children were born] in '464, '475, '486, and '497 and '528. 

I lived at 222 Rondo, with my mother-in-law, Cecelia Lewis and then we 

moved across the street to 235 Rondo. That was at Louis and Rondo. 

There was a whole complex. I'm trying to think of how many apartments 

there were, but there were two to a section. There was one apartment on 

one side, and then you just crossed, just about that far away [gestured 

about a metert and then there was another apartment on the other side. 

Then I think there were about four sections like that where they had two 

apartments on each area. You'd go upstairs and downstairs was a 

business. Then across the street from that was a tire place, and then across 

the other street was grocery store,9 and then across from it was another 

little grocery store.lO But there were three corners that we had businesses 

on. And then, like I said, across from that was just a little store where they 

sold all kinds of different things - bread, milk, canned foods, you know, 

that kind of thing. And then across from that, like I said, was our big 

building and then across from there was a tire shop.ll It was a great big 

long complex. 

KC: The whole block long? 

GL: Yes. 

4 DeVelma Jeanne, Ray, known as Dee Dee. 
5 Robert Winston, Jr. , known as Bobbie. 
6 Dennis Anthony 
7 Darrell Craig 
8 Deborah Marcella 
9 Julius Fooksman Grocery Store was located at 243 Rondo. 
10 Sam Kanun owned a groceries and meats store at 241 Rondo Ave. 
11 G&G Sales Co. Tires and Batteries Store at 234 Rondo Ave. 
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KC: Did you have a real large apartment then above it? 

GL: Yes. We had two bedrooms. We had a living room, good sized living 

room. We had a dining room. We had a kitchen and a bath. 

KC: How many children did you have when you were living there? 

GL: We had three. 

KC: How long did you live in this particular apartment across from your 

mother-in-law's? 

GL: Let's see. I believe we lived there about three years. 

KC: Would you shop in the grocery store? 

GL: Yes, we shopped in both of them. 

KC: Who owned the grocery store? Was it Black people or White folk? 

GL: It was White folks and Jewish folks. Jewish folks owned the little grocery 

store and White folks owned the other grocery store. And let's see, I don't 

remember who owned the tire shop. 

KC: You probably didn't go in there as much. 

GL: No, I didn't. I had no use for that. [Laughter] At that time we didn' t have 

a car. [Shared laughter] 

KC: So when you didn't have a car how did you get around? 

GL: We used my mother-in-law's car or friends, or whoever had a car, we 

would do that. And of course, there was a streetcar. Our streetcar was 

right there on Rondo and then later it was a bus. 

KC: Did you do a lot with public transportation? 

GL: Yes. 

KC: Where would you go, if you were using the streetcar or the bus? 
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GL: Downtown or I would go to Miller HospitalY I had my three children at 

Miller Hospital, and so I would go down there for my visits. And then of 

course we mostly walked to the people that we associated with because 

they were just a short ways away, you know. And our church was not too 

far away. But then our church got torn down. After the church got tom 

down, we went to [the] Cathedral,13 

KC: What was your church, originally? 

GL: Saint Peter Claver's.14 They built a church on Oxford many years later, but 

at that time my children went to,Cathedraps [School], because there was 

no school there for Saint Peter Claver's. 

KC: Why was Saint Peter Claver torn down? 

GL: They built a new church. Evidently probably, had to do with tearing 

Rondo down and tearing all the different places down. They probably got 

their property. So then they went to the other church. 

KC: Did you ever move over to the new Saint Peter Claver Church? 

GL: Oh yes, as soon as it was built. 

KC: But it wasn't there for a number of years? 

GL: For a number of years. My oldest daughter, Dee Dee, she went there 

[to Cathedral School]. My oldest son, he went there. And my middle son 

12 Charles T. Miller Hospital was located at 125 West College Avenue. In 1972 Miller, Saint Luke's and Children's 
Hospitals merged to become United Hospital at 333 North Smith Street. Miller was founded with the purpose of serving 
the community "without distinction as to religion , race or color." 
13 Cathedral of Saint Paul is located at Selby and Summit Avenues. Construction completion of the building was in 
1917. 
14 Saint PeterClaver Catholic Church began in 1889. A new building was erected for the segregated Black 
congregation at 322 Aurora at Farrington in 1892. After the new school and convent were built, a new church building 
was completed at 375 Oxford at Saint Anthony in 1957. 
15 Cathedral School was at 238 Kellogg Blvd and Mulberry Street. The school closed in the 1950's. School building was 
converted to the Hayden Center - Catholic Diocese Education Center. 
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went there. And then my other son and my other daughter, by that time, 

went over to Saint Peter Claver's. So it was built by that time. 

KC: So there was a school at Saint Peter Claver at the first location. 

GL: No, there wasn't, just a church. 

KC: Where did your children go to school then? 

GL: At Cathedral [School] and Cathedral Church. 

KC: Was that called Deep Rondo16 where you lived? 

GL: Yes. It was called [that]. What they considered it, Oatmeal Hill17 was from 

Dale up [west to Lexington], and Cornmeal [Valley] was from Dale down 

[east]. So we were Cornmeal [Laughs]. And from Dale up was Oatmeal. 

Now that's what they called it. But I'll tell you, I don't know what people 

thought about it, but we never had a lot of crime. I would take my 

children and I would give them their baths and then we would sit out on 

the porch - we had a little porch with steps. We could sit out there and 

nobody would ever bother us. It was very peaceful. We didn't have to 

lock our doors. I still say, why they called it Lower Rondo I don't know 

because it wasn't rough. We had an Indian woman that lived on one side 

of my mother-in-law, and then we had a mixed [family], the Jackson 

family, who lived on the other side. They were both very lovely people. 

Then down further there were White people. She worked for the priest at 

Cathedral, and then the other one just was a housewife. And then on the 

comer was a shoemaker. And I was trying to think of their name, and I 

16 Cornmeal Valley also known as Lower Rondo or Deep Rondo was East of Dale Street. This was a lower-middle
class residential neighborhood predominately with single-family homes that from the 1930s on struggled with the 
growing poverty. 
17 Oatmeal Hill was a term referring to Rondo West of Dale Street toward Lexington , sometimes known as Upper 
Rondo. More affluent residents tended to move into this area giving the impression the residents had a higher social 
standing. This middle class neighborhood was predominately single-family homes. 
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don't remember it, but I know that my children all played with their 

children. 

KC: Was the shoemaker White? 

GL: Yes, they were White. Then, across the street, at 235 Rondo, there was the 

mixed couple. Okay. They weren't married, but at that time, it was against 

the law to live cornmon law, and so they made them get married. When 

they got married-they had lived together for many years common law. 

Once they got married, it didn't work out, and they got divorced very 

soon after. [Laughs] He worked at the packinghouse, Armour's Packing 

House,18 and she just stayed at horne. 

KC: Who made them get married, do you know? 

GL: Whoever, the courthouse, whoever it was. 

KC: Your sense was that someone governmental made them get married? 

GL: Yes, because it was against the law for cornmon law, at that time. So they 

said, either they had to separate, and one go one way and one go the 

other, or they had to get married, and so they got married. 

KC: Did they have children? 

GL: No, they had no children. 

So, then on the next division, there was Billy Wright.19 and he was Black, 

and his wife. And then there was a friend of Dee Dee's and I can't think of 

their name. And then there was a little tailor shop below, actually, right 

across from my mother-in-law's, which, again, was 222 Rondo. Her name 

18 Armour Packing Plant was located on Armor Avenue 2+ blocks east of Concord Avenue in South Saint Paul. The 
plant was open from 1919 to 1979 covering about 40 acres. Because this was one of the few industries that hired 
Blacks many from Rondo took the streetcar to South Saint Paul. 
19 Wrights lived at 229 % Rondo 
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was Mamie Jackson, and all I know his name was Bunk [Perkins]. [Shared 

laughter] He had this tailor shop,2° and then he got a cab company.21 

KC: Where they Black? 

GL: Yes. And he got a cab company and then he talked my husband into 

driving for his cab, and so my husband drove for his cab. And I don't 

think that cab turned out too well. So then there was another cab company 

and 

Sonny Lewis with the Silver Top Cab 

20 J. Bolch Perkins' Your Tailor Shop was located at 225 Rondo. 
21 Radio Cab, also referenced as "Bunk's Rondo Cab Company." 
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it was called Silver Top Cab22 and then my husband worked for that 

gentleman. He was Black also. 

KC: Can I ask you a question about the cab company? Did the cab company 

mostly serve the Black community or would it serve the whole 

community? 

GL: It served the whole community. 

KC: Would they take fares to Minneapolis and? 

GL: All over. 

KC: How many cabs did they have in each of these companies? 

GL: One. Just one 

KC: So when the owner wasn't working then your husband might be working 

GL: Right. 

KC: Did they mostly serve the Black community, or did you have a sense? 

GL: Well, yeah they did. They had a lot of Blacks, but they also had, you 

know, a lot of White people that they would take to, so it was a mixture 

really. I can't say that is was just Black you know, because he would even 

go out of town and take somebody some place, you know. And so it 

wasn't just Black. But they did a lot of Black work, yes they did. A lot of 

people from Jim Williarns23 would call him. A lot of people from-oh, 

what was the name of that place? Well, there was a Walker's Tavern.24 

[Consulting a map] 

22 Silver Top Cab was owned by David J. Payne and Lee Miller, Silver Top operated out of a garage at 463 Fairview 
Avenue. Their motto was "Fully Insured, Prompt, Safe, Courteous Drivers." 
23 Jim Williams was at 560 St. Anthony. Jim William's was notable for being the first Black restaurant in Minnesota to 
have a legal liquor license. 
24 Walker's Keystone Bar and Hotel was at 379 Carroll. 
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KC: We have a map that Dr. Taylor developed. Jim Williams was on Saint 

Anthony and Kent, and Walker' s Keystone Bar and Hotel at Western and 

Carroll? 

GL: Okay, that's where it was, Western and Carroll. And then there was also 

another one, on Rondo, and it was down from Jim Williams Bar, so what 

was the name of that bar? 

KC: Goodman' s Tavern25 or Booker T's26? 

GL: Booker T's. That was Western, wasn't it, or something? 

KC: Yes, that was at Western. Would you go in these places? 

GL: Once in a while, but not a whole lot. We didn't. I'll tell you, when we were 

coming up we had children, and most of our things were playing five

hundred27 and we would go from one place to the other [with] our friends . 

They would come down to our house, and we would play five-hundred 

there. But once in a while we would go to Jim Williams. I don't think I've 

ever been in Goodman's, but I was in Booker T's, and I've been in 

Walker's. 

KC: Did you belong to any of these social clubs that were in the Rondo area, 

where people got together on a regular basis and had people in for 

dinner? 

25 Toni Goodman's Tavern was at 318 Rondo at Arundel. 
26 Booker T. Barbeque Rib Shop, owned by Mance Ellis and named for his son was located at 381 Rondo at Western. 
27 Five Hundred is a card game. This game was invented in the USA with the first deck patented in 1881 . It is usually 
played with four players in two fixed-partnerships. The first partnership to reach 500 points wins. The game is an 
extension of Euchre and has become the national game of Australia. 
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GL: Yes. We went to-what was it called, The Lodge28 something. And they 

moved up on Dale Street. I'm trying to think of what that name of that 

Lodge was. We would go up there. And they also had a restaurant up 

there. We would belong to some kind of an organization and they would 

go to the Radisson Hotel for two days or three days. But this was after our 

children were old, you know. Actually in the younger years it was not that 

much partying. [Shared laughter] I mean, we would just play cards, more 

or less, you know. 

KC: I remember that, having a young child. 

GL: Yes, okay . .. 

KC: I remember staying horne and doing that. 

GL: Yes. 

KC: When your husband worked for the cab companies, was this full time 

work, or was this an additional job for him? 

GL: When he worked for the cab company, he would work, like, maybe, six 

hours because then the other guy would work some hours, too. And then 

he also had a job at Saint Paul Hotel,29 and he would give them the towels 

and things like that and then they would give him a tip. He had that job. 

KC: What was that called, at the time? It was a service job? 

28 After the tape was turned off Mrs. Lewis remember it was the Elks Lodge. Gopher Elks Lodge or Elks Rest was the 
Elk's Lodge and a restaurant located at 559 Carroll. In 1955 the Lodge moved on Saint Anthony's north side between 
Saint Albans and Grotto. The Improved Benevolent Protective Order or the Elks of the World ( IBPOEW), the Black 
Elks fraternal organization was formed in 1898 when two Pullman Porter were denied membership in the all White 
order in Cincinnati OH. IBPOEW followed the same commitments to youth as the BPOE - White Elks through artistic 
endeavors, athletics, scholarship and camps. 
29 The Saint Paul Hotel opened in 1910 and is located downtown Saint Paul at 363 Saint Peter Street between Forth 
Street, Fifth Street, and Market Street. Entrance to the hotel currently is 350 Market Street. 
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GL: A service job. And it was the Saint Paul Hotel, and he would just be in 

there and hand out the towels to the people, and then they would give 

him a tip. 

KC: [A men's room attendant,] in the men's room he'd hand out towels. For a 

woman, I think it's called a matron. 

GL: Yes, but I don't know what they called him. 

KC: I don't know either. 

GL: He would come home with a whole bunch of change and dollars. 

[Laughs] 

KC: What years was this? 

GL: Let's see, what years was that? Oh, about 1947, '48, somewhere in there. 

Then we moved from there to the projects, and that was at the 

McDonough Projects.3D They had just built them. They were brand new 

and we lived there. 

KC: Was that when the freeway came through? 

GL: No, that was before the freeway came through. We just went there. It was 

almost like this house31 here. It was like a home of your own, you know. I 

mean, it was attached, of course, to the next one, just like this one, but it 

was more like a home. And we had a living room-we didn't have a 

dining room-we had a living room, kitchen, and then we had two 

bedrooms, and a bath. 

30 McDonough Housing Project was build 1950 - 1952 between Wheelock Parkway, Arlington Avenue, Jackson Street 
and L'Orient Street. This public low-income family housing project is run by the Public Housing Agency of the City of 
Saint Paul. 
31 House style is of a duplex, fourplex, or a row house. 
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KC: Mrs. Lewis, while you were still living on Rondo, when you would look 

out on the street, what would Rondo Avenue look like? The streetcar 

would be going up and down? 

GL: The streetcar would be going up and down. 

KC: How often would the streetcar go up and down? 

GL: It was like, every half-hour, every forty-five minutes, something like that. 

It wasn't real bad service. And you could stand out on the corner, nobody 

bothered you. You didn't have to worry about like you do here. I mean, 

like you do nowadays. 

KC: Where there a lot of people on the street, in and out of the businesses? 

GL: Not a whole lot. This grocery store, with the meats, there were quite a few 

people that would go in and out of there, and then the little grocery 

store-you know how a small grocery store works. I mean, they don't 

have the business that a bigger grocery store has, but there would be 

people going in and out of there. But as far as people standing on the 

corners and stuff, no, we didn't have that. We didn't have anything like 

that. 

KC: Nowadays grocery stores are open seven days a week and into the 

evening. Were those grocery stores open like that, or were they just 

daytime hours? 

GL: No, no. It was daytime hours. Daytime. No, they didn't have hours where 

after work you could go to the grocery store, no. 

KC: So if you wanted ice cream at ten 0' clock at night, was there any place to 

go to get ice cream? 

GL: No, no. No, there wasn't. 
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KC: When you would go downtown, what would you go downtown for? 

GL: Whatever we shopped for, whatever we needed. ou know, clothing, 

whatever we decided we needed. Just like we would go to the mall to 

shop. 

KC: But it was all downtown? 

GL: Yes, it was all downtown. We didn't have any stores here on Rondo to go 

to. 

KC: So you got your groceries and you could get your tires on Rondo, but 

other than that it was about going downtown. 

GL: Right, right. And we could go and eat on Rondo if we wanted to. I mean 

Booker T's had some food. They tell me Goodman's had food. I never was 

in Goodman's, so I don't know, but they said that they had food, too. And 

Walker's had a little restaurant downstairs of their bar that they served 

and that was mostly if you wanted chili or something, not a real big meal. 

But if you wanted to eat [out] you had to get out of Rondo. [Shared 

laughter] But I can't think of the name of that club. Maybe you've got that 

on your map ... 

KC: I don't know. 

GL: It was on Rondo. 

KC: It was a club on Rondo? 

[Map unfolds, break in tape] 

KC: Now, would you get your haircut and children's hair cut on Rondo 

Avenue? 
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GL: We did have a barber. We had a barber named Lewis, Clarence Lewis,32 

and you could get your hair cut there. 

KC: Did you take the children to have their hair cut there, or did you 

usually ... ? 

GL: No, we generally cut their hair. 

KC: Did you go to Hallie Q. Brown?33 

GL: Hallie Q. Brown, yes, yes. 

KC: What did you do at Hallie Q. Brown? 

GL: Well, actually, I didn't do anything. I took my children up there. And Dee 

Dee was Queen of Hallie Q. Brown one year. I still have the picture 

where the Snow Queen of the Carnival34 crowned her. 

KC: Wow. That was an honor. How old was she? 

GL: Let's see. How old was Dee Dee at Hallie Q. Brown? She must have been 

about thirteen or something like that, fourteen. 

KC: Ok. Did the kids go to camps and the dances and clubs and everything at 

Hallie Q. Brown a lot? 

GL: Yes, yes, they went to, what was the name, Snail Lake.35 Snail Lake was 

one of the places that they went. 

KC: Was this an overnight camp or a day camp? 

32 Clarence Lewis' Barber Shop was located 497 Rondo at Mackubin. 
33Hallie Q. Brown Community Center was opened in 1929 as a community center specifically to serve the Black 
community when the Black YWCA closed in 1928. Hallie Q, as it is affectionately known , has served all ages through 
child care, youth and senior clubs, athletics, music and social events. The original location was in the Union Hall at 
Aurora and Kent Streets. In 1972, Hallie relocated in the Martin Luther King Building at 270 Kent Street at Iglehart in 
Saint Paul. The center's namesake was an educator who pioneered the movement of Black women's clubs in the late 
1800's. 
34 Snow Queen - Queen of Snow of the Winter Carnival is chosen each year from young women in the community at a 
pageant. In the mythology that surrounds the carnival Queen Auroras is the wife of King Boras. 
35 Snail Lake Youth Camp was located on Snail Lake north of Saint Paul. Campers stayed over night at the camp a 
week at a time. The youth from Ober Boys Club and Welcome Hall Girls Club participated at this camp run by Union 
Gospel Mission. 
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GL: It was an overnight camp, and they would go three or four days. And 

then of course, we had the Catholic Youth Center36 from the Cathedral. 

The children went down there for activities, and did a lot at Hallie Q. 

Brown. There was quite a lot of activity at Hallie Q. Brown. 

KC: Mrs. Lewis, you had talked about living at Como and at Marshall, so you 

were a bit out of the Rondo corridor. How did you meet your husband? 

GL: At the Catholic Youth Center, at a dance. That's were I met him. 

[Shared laughter] 

KC: How old were you? 

GL: I was -let's see, how old was I when I met him? I was seventeen. 

KC: Can you tell us about dating your husband? 

36 Catholic Youth Center was located at 150 N. Smith Avenue. 
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GL: At that time it was not a very good time to be dating Black and White. I 

mean, that was actually a no-no. 

KC: You are White and your husband was Black. 

GL: Right, and I'll tell you, we had some experiences, please believe me. We 

went up to the Faust Theater.37 That's another one on University Avenue. 

People did not accept Black and White, including my family. I mean, my 

family was not happy at the time that I married my husband. But after my 

family realized that I had a good husband, they accepted him. But it was a 

shock for them, naturally, because that was not the regular line to go, you 

know. And of course, my father was Irish, and the reason we've got this 

Lindstrom was because he was adopted. His name was Malone before. 

So that's why we have the name Lindstrom, because he was adopted into 

a Lindstrom family. But he was Irish and he couldn't see why I couldn't 

find an Irish man. [Shared laughter] But everything turned out fine. The 

public, you know, did not really accept it like they do today. 

KC: What were some of the experiences that you had? 

GL: Some of the experiences-we were in a theater one time, at the Faust 

Theatre.38 And a police officer came down to where we were watching the 

movie. 

KC: A White officer? 

37 Faust Theater, built in 1911 as a family movie theater, was located at 626 West University Avenue near Dale Street.. 
The theater closed in the late 1960s when the building became an evangelical church . In 1970 it reopened as a sex 
oriented movie theater until the city purchased it and closed in March 1989. The building was razed in 1995. 
38 Faust Theater, built in 1911 as a family movie theater, was located at 626 West University Avenue near Dale Street.. 
The theater closed in the late 1960s when the building became an evangelical church . In 1970 it reopened as a sex 
oriented movie theater until the city purchased it and closed in March 1989. The building was grazed in 1995. 
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GL: A woman, policewoman. Policewoman came down and she said, "I 

would like to see you." I said, "Yes," and she had me go to the back of the 

theatre. And she said, "Do you always go, with a" -at that time, they 

were Negroes you know. I mean, she didn't call him the other name-she 

said, "Do you always go with Negroes?" And I said, "Yes. I haven't 

always gone with a Negro, no," I said, "In school I didn't, but," I said, 

"now I do." And I said, "I've only gone with one, and that's the 

gentleman that I'm sitting in the theatre with." And I said" And why are 

you asking me this?" And she said, "Well, we just want to know." Oh, 

and then she had the nerve to ask me, "Did I work on the street?" And I 

said, "I beg your pardon." I said, "No I don't." And I said, "And I don't 

appreciate you asking me this, I'm a lady." And so that was that. And I 

said, "And furthermore, I'm through talking to you." And I went back 

and sat back down and watched the movie. 

KC: Did she have a police uniform on? 

GL: Yes, she was. And there was another police officer that knew who we 

were, and he told her, he said, "This lady is very nice. You should not 

bother her." 

KC: Who was the other officer? 

GL: Urn, he's dead now. But he had the beat. I'm trying to think of his name? 

KC: [Bill] Skally39? 

GL: Skally! That was it. Skally. And he knew us. And he told this woman, 

"You do not have to worry about this couple. This couple is very nice." 

39 Bill Skally served as a Saint Paul Police patrolman from 1941 to 1973. During his assignment as a beat officer on 
Rondo he was well respected for his knowledge of community and its members. 
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And that was it, and so, couldn't think of his name but I knew he was 

dead now. And that was one. 

And then of course, you had the people that when you would go down 

the street they would gawk at you and look at you and have smart-aleck 

things to say, you know. But we never paid attention to that. We never 

did. We never paid any attention to that. 

And our family history was mixed. My husband was mixed Black and 

White. And his father4° was Black. But his mother was a mix of Black 

and White [parentage.] And so all my children-you've seen Dee 

Dee. And all my children are all, very, 

very fair. And my grandchildren, 

which you can see all them over there 

[gestures to small table of 

pictures], I mean, they are all very fair. 

So when I would bring Dee Dee, 

for instance, when I had her down for 

her first Holy Communion dress at 

Rothschild's41--because that's where 

they had the - we had the long 

dresses for Cathedral. That was the 

only church that had the long dresses. 

40 Mr. Lewis father was Harold W. Lewis 

Dee Dee in first Communion 
dress on the steps of the 

Cathedral 

41 Maurice L. Rothschild and Company was located at 7th and Robert Street. It began business in 1938 and by 1960 
was acquired by Young Quinlin, another department store. 
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And the woman says, "What nationality is she?" I mean that kind of 

thing. You expected it because it was something that they didn't have 

every day, they didn't see every day. 

KC: What did you answer her? 

GL: I told her that she was mulatto. Which she was, you know, so that's what I 

told her. 

KC: Did people ever say things that hurt the children, when they were real 

young? 

GL: Yes! Very much so! Destroyed my children, really. Destroyed them. Not 

on Rondo. We had no problem on Rondo. It was when Rondo was taken 

away from us, that's when everything started hurting. 

We moved up on Aurora and my mother-in-law bought a duplex at 710 

and 712 Aurora. She lived upstairs and we lived downstairs. And we lived 

next to a police officer, an ex-police officer on one side. They were Polish. 

And on the other side was some kind of Scandinavian, Olson. And the one 

on the one side I had to end up taking to court because he just was so 

terrible. He would call my kids niggers. Tell them we need to go 

In front of 
710/712 Aurora 

are 
Sonny and Gloria 

with Debbie, 
Bobbie, Dennis, 
Dee Dee, Darrell 

and cousins 
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back down South where they hang us, and all that kind of carrying on. 

We had a dog, that was called Beauty, that was Black, and he'd take a 

pitchfork after him. And then, when I finally took him to court, that's 

when my little girl was toddling. She was maybe just barely walking. And 

she had walked on his grass. And he took the hose, and washed her down 

with the hose, and I was so angry. I said, "Now this is a little tiny child, 

just barely toddling, and because she stepped on your grass ... " He put the 

hose on her. So then on top of that, the kids would play music when they 

were in the bathroom, and he would holler, because of course in the 

summertime we didn't have air conditioning, and they would have the 

windows open. And he would say, "Will you niggers turn that radio off?" 

and that kind of stuff. 

Then they would go out in the alleyway and they would be playing ball. 

At that time the other neighbors, on the next street over, they were all 

playing with my children. They were all White, and they practically lived 

at my house. I mean, because we always said we would rather have our 

children at our home, where we knew where they were, and so we had 

the whole bunch down our basement. And they were fine. But when they 

would go into the alley, this police officer, ex-police officer would holler, 

and call them niggers, and "get them out of here," and talk to the other 

people and say, "What are you playing with them for?" And all that kind 

of stuff, you know. 

KC: What year was this, Mrs. Lewis? 
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GL: This was in 1949, 1950. No, wait a minute, no. I take that back. No, it had 

to be after that. It'd have to be after that, because-I don't know what I'm 

thinking about. My daughter was born in 1952, and so it had to be in 

about 1953. About '53 or '54, when that happened. '55, something like 

that. He was Polish. 

KC: What happened when you took him to court? 

GL: They told him that if they had anymore reports about that, that they were 

going to lock him up. They never did, but they told him that. And after 

that, I mean he just constantly-here's a street that he does not own, okay? 

But if we had our car parked just this far [holds hands up about a foot 

apart] into the front of his house, he would put the hose on it, he would 

call us all kinds of names, he'd tell us to move our car, that we were on his 

property. That was not his property, that was the street-public street. 

And he would do that even if we had friends come, and they would park 

their car, maybe only a foot into the front part of their place and he would 

get out there and call us all kinds of names, you know. So we lived with 

that for a long time. 

KC: That would be painful. 

GL: A long time. And it was very painful. And it was very harmful to the 

children. Very, very harmful to the children. 

KC: What other kind of racism did you experience? 

GL: In the school. 

KC: Now this was at Cathedral School? 
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GL: No, we never had any problem at Cathedral and we never had any 

problem at Saint Peter Claver's, but when they went to-now I had it on 

the tip of my tongue and I can't think of it. 

KC: Marshall Junior High42 

GL: Marshall. When they went to Marshall]. Dee Dee went to school with 

some culottes43 and they sent her home. And, she was crying and she 

said, "Mother, I don't know why they sent me home, because," she said, 

"there's other kids here that's got culottes on." So I went up there because, 

like I said, I'm Irish, and I have a temper, and I said, "Why did you send 

my daughter home with culottes, and they're sitting here with culottes 

on?" "Well we have to set an example." That's what they told us. And I 

said, "Well, I'm sorry, but you're not going to set an example with my 

child," I said, "So if my child can't wear culottes then nobody else is going 

to wear culottes." I said, "I understand rules and regulations, but I don't 

understand if you're going to make an example out of my child." So that 

was one incident. Another incident was, my husband went up there. My 

son took so much money. I don't remember what it was. It was supposed 

to have been so much money, and he was short two cents. And this 

teacher threw the money on the floor and then told him to pick it up. Of 

course my husband went up there and really told him, "Listen, you're, 

you're a biggot, and, you know, you don't do this to our child." That we 

had a problem with. 

42Marshall School was built in 1925 at Grotto - Holly - Ashland - SI. Albans. It was Marshall Junior High from 1926-
1937. In 1937, 10th grade was added, in 1938, 11 th grade, and in 1939, 12th grade was added, making it a Junior and 
Senior High School with graduating classes from 1940 to 1952. It returned to junior high only in 1952. Webster 
Elementary School was built on the same site in 1926. The two buildings were connected in 1975 and become 
Webster Magnet Elementary School. 
43 Culottes are a woman's full trousers cut to resemble a skirt. 
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KC: What else did we have a problem with? 

GL: I'm trying to think. It got to be-there were different things, there were all 

different things that really started my children out in a very serious way 

to hear all this kinda junk, you know. But we didn't have it on Rondo. 

And boy, we wished we had lived on Rondo because we never had no 

problem there. 

KC: Because when you were talking about Rondo before it sounded like you 

were pretty well grounded in Rondo and when you stayed in the Rondo 

corridor where the majority of people were Black, it was more accepted. 

GL: Right. Right. And then when we went out into the White area it was just 

completely disaster, you know. I live-I mean my husband and I, we 

moved after our children were grown and everything. We moved to 

Roseville. And we lived on Pine View Court, right off of Dale Street, 

down from Larpenteur, and that was all White, and we never had a 

problem. Never. I mean, those people were so kind. In fact, when we 

moved in there they gave us a welcoming and they brought us presents 

and cookies and all that kind of stuff. 

KC: What year was this? 

GL: This was in 1979. 

KC: Big difference between 1948 to '79. People have grown a lot. 

GL: That's right. And I mean, we would have parties and we would have 

cook-outs, you know, and Christmas parties and all that kind of stuff, and 

then, I mean, everybody in the circle went, you know. 
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KC: When you were living on Rondo in the early days, you didn't grow up on 

Rondo. You're coming in as a White woman in the community. Did the 

community embrace you? 

GL: Yes. 

Ke: Was there any adjustment for you at all? 

GL: No. No, not at all. People were very kind. I mean, the Shoemakers, like I 

said, family, associated with us, and the Jackson family didn't have 

children, but the McKees, they associated with us. They had boys and they 

associated with my boys. We had no problem on Rondo whatsoever. It 

was after we moved out that all the problems came. 

KC: How would you describe the Rondo community? What would be a sense 

of the community? Do you have a community here where you're living 

now? 

GL: Yes. 

KC: Each community kind of has a personality or a characteristic. Was it a 

stick together community on Rondo? 

GL: Yes, everybody practically knew everybody, you know. And the people 

that my husband grew up with, the three boys that he associated with, 

they were all altar boys, and they all chummed together when they got 

older. Billy Wright who lived next door, my husband stood up for him for 

his wedding. It was kind of a social type place, you know. Everybody 

spoke to everybody, and we weren't really very uncomfortable there. 

Everybody accepted me. I never had a problem. Never had a problem. 

No. No kind of way did I have a problem on Rondo. 
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KC: What was the neighborhood called? Was the neighborhood called 

"Rondo Neighborhood" like we do now, or was it called something else? 

GL: Well, like I said, it was called Oatmeal Hill and Cornmeal Hill, but we 

always called it Rondo. 

KC: You called it Rondo. 

GL: Oh yeah. We called it Rondo. I mean, we never called it Oatmeal Hill or 

Cornmeal Hill. I mean, we lived on Rondo. [Shared laughter] I guess it 

was supposed to be the elite and the poorer or whatever. But it really 

wasn't. Because, like my mother-in-law said one time, the friends that she 

grew up with, she said they didn't have any more than what she had. 

Because they would sit and all have different spoons, but they ate out of 

the same dish. I mean they had their problems too, in other words. So I 

mean it wasn't the elite, but they called it the elite. [Chuckle] 

KC: Where there ever any parades or any activities in the neighborhood? 

GL: No. No, no, they didn't have that. They didn't have that until later years. 

KC: Did you do a lot of backyard barbeques, or things where the children and 

the families all got together? 

GL: No, no, there wasn't that either. Well, of course, my kids were little, you 

know, so it's kind of hard to really say, because they were small. And like 

I said, my husband worked with the cab company and then down at the 

Saint Paul Hotel. 

KC: Did you work out of the home Mrs. Lewis? 

GL: I didn't work until later. After. Not on Rondo. 

KC: But when the kids were little you took care of the kids. 

GL: Yes. 
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KC: Before we turned the tape recorder on we were talking a little bit about 

music. Did you go any place to listen to music? 

GL: Oh yeah. We had different places, and of course, our monies were very 

limited when the children were small. It was more or less, if you're asking 

on Rondo, no, there wasn' t too much that we could afford to go to at that 

time. [Laugh] But as they got older, yes, then we did. We would go to 

different places, and there was one place on Rice Street« that was owned 

by Blacks, and gosh, I can't think of the name of that place either, but we 

would go there. They dance, and they had music and one of the fellows 

that I told you grew up with my husband that was an altar boy, he played 

there. ou know, so we would do that. And then we went to Minneapolis 

and they had a lodge. I can't remember the lodge either, but they had a 

lodge there that would have bands. 

KC: When you would go, would it mostly be a Black clientele that would be 

there or would it be Black and White? 

GL: It was mostly Black. It was mostly Black when we went over to 

Minneapolis. But then when we went to the State45 and Orpheum46 then it 

44 Treasure Inn was located at 1685 Rice Street at Larpenteur-near McCarron Lake. This was a legitimate 
establishment that served both Black and White patrons. Gloria and Sonny Lewis enjoy goin there when their friend 
Melvin Carter played in the house band. 
45 State Theater is located at 805 Hennepin Avenue. It was opened February 1921 . At the time it was considered the 
most technologically advanced and elaborate theatre in the US. In 1925 a Wurlitzer pipe organ was installed with daily 
concerts given. The theater was primarily a movie house from 1925 -1958, then for some years it was a place of 
worship. In 1991 the City of Minneapolis completed 3 years of restoration project. It currently hosts Broadway touring 
productions and concerts in the over 2000 seats. The Historic State Theatre is on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 
46 The Orpheum Theatre is located at 910 Hennepin Avenue in Minneapolis. It opened in October 1921 to present live 
vaudeville acts, and was known as the Hennepin. When vaudeville declined, in 1927 the Orpheum become a major 
cinema/movie house. In 1959 it was again used for Broadway touring shows. In 1993 the City of Minneapolis began a 
restoration project. The theater seats 2600 in the main floor and the 3 level balconies. 
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was a mixture, of course. You know. But yeah, most of it was Black, when 

we would go and hear music. 

KC: Did you ever go in and listen to Melvin Carter play? 

GL: Yes. Lots of times. 

KC: Where did you go listen to him play? 

GL: Oh, he would play on Rice Street, and I can't think of the name of that 

place. 

KC: Well, if you think of it later I'll give you my card and you can let me 

know. 

GL: Melvin, he played a lot, and he played in Minneapolis at this place where 

we would go. This place that we would go, it was like a jam session, and 

anybody could get up and play music or sing or whatever they wanted to 

do. But I can't think of the name of the place. But he would play there a 

lot, and we would go there47 a lot. 

KC: Did you socialize with him? 

GL: Oh yeah. I mean, that's one of them we played cards with. We would go 

eat, we learned how to cook [Laughs] from him and his wife [Laughter]. I 

mean, we weren't real good cooks at that time so we cooked together. 

[Shared laughter] 

KC: Well, he belonged to Peter Claver, right? 

GL: Yes. Yes, he belonged to Saint Peter Claver's also. And of course, Billie 

Carter, his wife is-she's deceased now. 

47 After the interview Mrs. Lewis and Melvin Carter confirmed they use to go to Howard's Steak Shop, owned by Leroy 
Howard and was located at 715 F. B. Olson Memorial Hwy in Minneapolis. They also use to enjoy going to the Key 
Club in Minneapolis. Melvin Carter was in the house bands for a time at the Key Club. 
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KC: Now she was involved in politics. Did you ever get involved in politics 

with her? 

GL: No, no I didn't. No, I never got into that. I know she was into that but I 

didn't get involved in that. Yeah. 

KC: What other questions do we need to ask you? One of the questions that 

has come up is, did your children have what's called "fictive relatives," 

where they were good friends of the family and so you'd have them call 

them uncle. You know, like "Uncle Melvin." Your children would call 

your friends" Aunt" and "Uncle" instead of calling them "Mr." or "Mrs." 

GL: Oh, yes, but that was, in those days, not just Black, but that was just 

respect to the elders. And if, say your name was Kate, we wouldn't call 

you Kate, we would call you "Aunt Kate." If you were say, one of our 

friends that you really were an aunt to, and then we would say "Aunt 

Kate." We never called people by their first name. That was disrespectful, 

so we always called it a "handle." So it was "uncle" or "aunt" or 

"grandpa," or "grandma." And, I mean, to this day I'm "grandma" to I 

don't know how many people. Lots of people! [Shared laughter]. 

KC: Did you grow up with that too where you would do that with your ... 

GL: Yes! Yes, we did. That was a handle. Then of course, in the Blacks, I 

noticed where we didn't, they would say "Yes, sir," or "No, sir." I mean, 

we were not raised that way. We wouldn't say "Yes, sir, no sir," but that's 

the way they were raised. And they would say "Yes, sir" or "No, sir." 

KC: Is this an Irish thing, this fictive relatives thing, or this handle do you 

think? 
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GL: I don't think it's Irish. I think it was just a lot of people, different people 

who would do that. Didn't you ever do that? 

KC: Oh yes. Mrs. Lewis, when you would go to professionals, to doctors, 

dentists48, would you .go to White professionals or would you go to Black 

professionals in the neighborhood? 

GL: We went to both. We had a friend that was a lawyer, he was Paul Ray, 

and then of course, we have a very dear friend that was the doctor, Dr. 

Crutchfield.49 He was just a wonderful person. When my husband died 

of cancer, he talked to the doctors, to the cancer doctors, and then he 

would come over to our house and let us know what was going on and 

explain just what was happening. And he's still a very, very dear friend 

of ours. 

KC: Did you get that same kind of caring from the White doctors, do you 

think? 

GL: Well, I can say that I never was really mistreated. I had Dee Dee at 

BethesdaSo - that was my oldest daughter. And they were fine. I mean I 

didn't have my regular doctor to deliver her because I waited so long to 

go to the hospital that they had to call the hospital doctor to go to deliver 

Dee Dee. [Laughs] But they were very nice, you know. And the boys, I 

had them [at] Miller. Dee Dee at Bethesda. And then Debbie, which is my 

48 After the tape was turned off Mrs. Lewis recalled the names of Dr. Crump and Dr. Williams, who were two Black 
dentists that she and her family also saw on Rondo. James Crump, MD had an office on Rondo between Kent and 
Mackubin. Dr. Charles Williams' dental office was located at 627 Selby Avenue. 
49 Dr Charles Crutchfield began his practice in Saint Paul as a gynecologist in 1970 through the present time of 2003. 
50 Bethesda Hospital is located at 559 Capitol Blvd. and was owned and controlled by the Board of Christian Service of 
the Lutheran Minnesota Conference, Augustana Synod. 
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youngest child, I had her at Ancker.51 But they were fine. I mean, you 

know, they weren't nasty or anything. Yeah. I'm sure they had questions 

about why I did or what I did or what made me do it or whatever, you 

know, but they never treated me bad. 

KC: It sounds like a lot of the racism happened around the kids. 

GL: Yes, very much so! Very much so. And, well, not just the kids, but you 

know, like I say, even our family. I mean, just our family, period. My 

mother-in-law had a roomer, besides her husband, and they just 

mistreated everybody, you know, it wasn' t just the kids. It was just they 

didn't like Blacks, period. The Polish people next door. They mistreated 

my mother-in-law, my father-in-law, and the gentleman that roomed with 

them because they were Black. W asn' t just the kids. Was just Black people, 

period. If we had people coming [like] Melvin, if we had anybody that 

came to visit us, they were just prejudiced. 

KC: I want to just spend a couple minutes moving fast forward and then we 

won't take any more of your time, because I know Dee Dee has talked 

about the fact that some years later you had a business on University 

Avenue. 

GL: Right. 

KC: And you had an upholstery business. 

GL: Right. 

KC: And you would do the estimating and then your husband would do the 

work. 

51 Ancker Hospital opened in 1872 as the City and County Hospital. In 1923 it was renamed in honor of its late 
superintendent Arthur B. Ancker. Over the years it encompassed 12 buildings over several acres with a mailing 
address at 495 Jefferson. In 1965 it moved to 640 Jackson Street and was renamed Saint Paul Ramsey Hospital, 
renamed again in 1977 Saint Paul-Ramsey Medical Center. And in 1997 it was renamed Regions Hospital. 

38 

Ron
do

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



GL: Right. 

KC: And that there were sometimes problems, that he wouldn't be treated 

very well. 

GL: Oh, true, that was true. 

KC: Now what years was this? 

GL: Let's see now. [Laughs] I can't stop and think of all these years. This was 

back in about 1976. 

KC: Can you tell us about some of the things that happened? 

GL: Well, yeah. Okay, for instance, I would go to West Saint Paul. Okay. And 

I would get the job and then my husband and one of the help, [or] my son 

[or] whoever it was. My sons worked with us. And when they saw 

Black-this one woman, she told my husband, she said, "My husband is 

an attorney." [Laughs] And she's letting them take the furniture out. It 

isn't that she's not letting them take the furniture out. She's letting them 

know that "my husband's an attorney, and I hope that you don't tear up 

my furniture." I mean that's what she was thinking. And so when my 

husband came back and he told me this and I called her up. And I told 

her, I said, "What made you insult my husband?" I said, "That was my 

husband you insulted." And she says, "Well, I just wanted to make sure 

that my furniture was going to be done right." And I said, "1 beg your 

pardon, lady." I said, "But you know, even if he's Black," I said, "the work 

isn't going to change." I said, "And he is a very good upholsterer." I said, 

"In fact, he's one of the best." So it ended up that that particular woman 

gave us so much business. Everybody that she knew she sent to us. 
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But it was just, I guess, a shock, because I would go there and sometimes 

even my grandson would go with me. And of course, my grandson, he's 

not real dark, but he's - I mean, you know he's Black, you know he's 

mixed. But they never said anything. They_never said anything. But I 

guess it's just different people. Different people wonder, and I guess they 

thought, "Well, this is Black. Do they know what they're doing?" And 

whatever. [Sighs] And of course, I ran into the same problem when I 

started with the State. I had to buck up against all them people too, 

because I was the only White person that was married to a Black person, 

you know. 

And we were the only Black business that they had and, of course, I was 

bidding against these White people, businesses, and I did a lot of business. 

Lots. I got a lot of business. I upholstered the state highway department, I 

upholstered the judge's chambers, I upholstered colleges, even Saint Peter 

Hospital.S2 I mean, I did-it was State jobs, you know. And of course, I 

did go through-but they didn't like it, but I got the bid because I knew 

how to bid right, you know. [Laughs] 

KC: How many years did you have the upholstery business and what was it 

called? 

GL: Lewis and Son Upholstery. And then it was called Lewis and Son 

Interiors, afterwards. 

KC: How many years did you have it? 

52 State of Minnesota's Regional Treatment Center is located in Saint Peter, Minnesota. 
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GL: Oh, he was over twenty-five years in the upholstery business. And before 

that he worked for Garelick Manufacturing Company53 for eighteen 

years as an upholsterer supervisor. Garelick Manufacturing Company 

that was in Saint Paul Park. 

LEWIS AND SONS UPHOLSTERERS 
502 University A venue 

KC: Did you have the upholstery business and he worked the other job? Was 

there an overlap? 

GL: Well, what happened is, my husband was working at a place, okay. And 

[Mr. Garelick] had heard about my husband doing very good upholstery 

work, and my husband was working at some other upholstery shop. I 

don't even remember. We were at the projects at that time. And he came 

to that place where he was working, and he asked would he consider 

53 Garelick Manufacturing Company is located at 644 Second Street in Saint Paul Park. Garelick is still in existence 
and they manufacture boat seats, as well as other marine products. 
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working for them? So my husband came home and he asked me, he says, 

"Honey, I got an offer to go to work for Garelick Manufacturing 

Company." And I said, "Well, what do they make?" And he said, "Boat 

seats." And I said, "I don't think that would be a very steady job." Which 

I was wrong. But I said, "I don't think that would be a very steady job." So 

I said, "I think you better hang on to your job that you're on, okay?" So he 

said he would. So then, he went to the Garelick's and he told the 

Garelicks. 

So then they said, "Well, would you consider working at home for us?" 

So then we talked it over and he told them, yes, he would do that. But he 

had to work at his regular job, too. So he did that. He carried the 

boards-my kids carried them down the basement, helped him unload 

them from his car. And we did that for quite awhile. And then we realized 

that this was a real big company. That they were shipping all over the 

world. [Chuckles] And so I thought well, you know this is a stable place, 

so we stopped doing the work down in the basement and then he was 

hired as a supervisor of the upholstery shop at Garelick Manufacturing 

Company. So that's where he worked for the eighteen years. Then he 

decided he wanted to go into his own business, so that's why he left there. 

KC: Now it was called Lewis and Son, but it sounds like you were very 

involved, and a critical part of the business too. 

GL: Oh I was, I was, but it was still called Lewis and Son Upholstery. 

KC: Okay. [Shared laughter] 

GL: I didn't feel left out [Laughs], but it was Lewis and Son Upholstery. 
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KC: Mrs. Lewis, this has been wonderful. Do you have anything else you 

want to share with us? 

GL: I just can't think of anything. I think I've covered just about everything 

that I know that I could cover. 

KC: Well, thank you so much. 

[Break in tape-Mrs. Lewis recalled a connection between the Winter 

Carnival and Rondo, and so the tape was turned back on.] 

KC: You were talking about the Winter Carnival54 ••• 

GL: ... the Winter Carnival, and I don't remember what year that was. They 

put the [medallion55] treasure down on Rondo, and it was just about 

where our house sat. It was just close to where my mother-in-Iaw's 

property was, but they had torn the houses down. I don't remember what 

year that was, but I'm sure, you'd probably have some information. 

KC: We can find that out. [In 1963, the medallion was hidden in a snow bank 

at Louis Street and Carroll Avenue.] 

GL: They hid it in a snow bank. 

KC: So the freeway was then coming through and they'd tom the houses 

down. 

54 The Winter Carnival was founded in 1886 to contest a claim that Saint Paul was uninhabitable during the winter; the 
carnival is a celebration of Minnesota winters over a ten-day period. 
55 A medallion hunt is a traditional part of the Winter Carnival. A medallion is hidden in a public place in Saint Paul. The 
Pioneer Press Newspaper, who sponsors the medallion hunt, advertises clues. A cash prize is given to the person/s 
who discovers the medallion. 
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GL: Yes, and they hid it in the Rondo area, right there by where we [use to] 

live. And we laughed about it because we said, "Here we lived there and 

we couldn't find it." [Shared laughter] 

KC: Did you spend a lot of time looking for the medallion? 

GL: Oh, we did. We came very, very close to the medallion one year. I'll never 

forget it, in fact. It was when it was down on Seventh Street under the 

mailbox.56 Well, we had the whole family, and we'd get in the car and 

we'd go down. And so we took our clues and we decided that it must be 

somewhere under a mailbox. So I started up on Fourth Street, and we 

were looking around there for the medallion. We got all the way up to 

Sixth Street. And then my husband says something about "Robert Q. came 

forth with good cheers," and that was what brought us up on Fourth 

Street. Then, we got all the way up to Sixth Street, and we looked under 

all the mailboxes. Okay, and then, my husband said, "I got an idea." And 

so we went up by the state, by the Capitol. And if we had have went one 

more street, which was Seventh Street ... 

KC: You would have found it. 

GL: We would have found it [Shared laughter] because we went under every 

mailbox, [Laughs] every mailbox except Seventh Street. [Shared laughter] 

But we did go to the one on Rondo, and that was almost where we lived, 

where our property was. It was very close to our property. 

KC: Thank you again. 

56 In 1955 the medallion was hidden in a mailbox at Seventh Street and Robert Street. 
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Special Issue 
Grass Roots Marketing 

Volume 14, Number 1, 1979 

Lewis and Sons Upholstery 
Hard Work and Innovation 

St. Paul, Minn. - The Lewis family 
works together at a business: 
Through their combined efforts, 
Lewis and Sons Upholstery has 
grown from a part-time operation 
in the family's garage to a business 
that is called upon by the owners 
of private and business aircraft to 
redo the interiors of their planes. 
That growth has been the result of 
hard work and innovation by the 
Lewises. 

Robert Lewis began the business 
as a hobby nearly 30 years ago. He 
customized interiors of luxury cars 
for several Minneapolis auto deal
ers . Then he went to work for 
Garelick Manufacturing Company 
as supervisor of the upholstery 
department for 13 years . 

When he left that company, he 
had one thing in mind-to have 
his own business . He started 
small , working out of his garage. 
Minnesota winters tried to stop 
him cold, but he simply moved his 
business from the garage to a 
storefront 'on Selby Avenue. 

In 1968, Lewis received a small 
business loan from the Community 
Development Corporation, an 
organization founded to assist 
minority business people . liThe 
loan, and the assistance we 
received from John Myers of 
Hoerner Waldorf in bookkeeping, 
advertiSing and business manage
ment were responsible for our 
growth and success, II Lewis says . 

The growth of the business has 

47 

Ron
do

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



involved more than just Robert 
Lewis . Gloria Lewis, his wife, is an 
active partner in the business. She 
does the bookkeeping, orders 
carpet and draperies, maintains 
catalogs on the new lines of furni
ture direct from the factory the 
Lewises now offer to their cus
tomers, offers advice to their 
customers on carpet, drapery and 
furniture selection, figures es
timates for all the upholstery and 
customization jobs the Lewises 
handle. Robert and Gloria's son, 
Dennis, works along with his 
father on the larger upholstery 
jobs. Since the business has grown 
from small upholstery jobs to 
commercial work, airplane in
teriors (from carpet to seats to 

headliners) and larger contracts 
with such clients as the State of 
Minnesota and Montgomery 
Wards, they are feeling a space 
crunch at their third location. 

Advertising has helped their 
business grow. Lewis advertises in 
the Yellow Pages, St. Paul and 
suburban newspapers . "Ads work 
pretty well for us, but I believe 
that our satisfied customers are 
our best advertisers," Lewis says. 

Now that he's established, Lewis 
wants to help other minority busi
nesses get started. He's an enthu
siastic member of the Chamber of 
Commerce and encourages mem
bershi pin th at organ i zation . 
"They helped me get started and 
they'll help others," he says.e 
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Page 7, Thursday, June 21 , 1990 
SpokesmanlRecorder 

St. Paul businessman, 
Robert (Sonny) Lewis 
passes at 66 

On June 12, 1990, Robert 
(Sonny) Lewis, President of 
Lewis & Sons Upholstery, lost 

k' a lengthy bout with cancer. A t member of the community 
(:l". and minority busines!' 
- operator will be sadly missed 

by al1. 
Sonny, as he was known by 

most people, was born and 
raised in the Summit
University area, and raised 
his own family there . 

As a young man, he worked 
for 18 years at Garelick 
Manufacturing Co., where he 

moved up through the ranks to 
become an upholstery 
supervisor. However, Sonny 
Lewis wanted to pursue his 
dream of running his own 

business. Lewis along with 
his wife, Glona, started with a 
small upholstery shop on 
Selby Avenue, but became a 
neigh borhood fixture on 
University Ave. During the 
course of over 25 years, Lewis 
trained many young Black 
men in the upholstery field . 

His home was open to family 
and friends who had no where 
to go . 

Lewis and wife Gloria, were 
always donating upholstery 
work to churches and the 
needy in the community. 

But what is remembered 
most about Sonny Lewis is his 
fun-loving demeanor, sense 
of humor, and his generosity 
to and kindness for others. 
He will be truly missed, as 
was evident by the more than 
400 friends, relatives and 
business associates who 
attended the visitation 
services , and funeral mass 
last Friday, and Saturday. 

Lewis is survived by Gloria 
his wife of 43 years, and their 
five children, Bobby, Dennis, 
Dary I and Debbie Lewis and 
DeeDee Ray; ten 
grandchildren; niece, Estelle 
Jones and a host of other 
nieces and nephews. 

Sonny was a member of the 
Knights of St. Peter Claver 
and the Ten Strike League. 
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