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Connie Jones Price shares how her grandfather was a skilled brick layer 
but was routinely fired for not being part of the union, but not allowed to join the 
union because he was Black. She tells of the terrible hard work her grandmother 
did at the packing plants, one of the few places Blacks could work. 

She portrays growing up with her all her Black neighbors having college 
degrees. She defines the landscape of Oatmeal Hill where she was raised with a 
definitive sense of quality in her education and possessions. Connie shares with 
us the daily life of her youth and participation in the community at church and 
community centers. 

Despite experiencing discrimination in elementary and high school as 
often the only Black student, she went on to receive a PhD in her adult life. 
Through out this interview Dr. Price shares with us how discrimination 
continued to make it impossible to find employment that represented her 
abilities much of her young life. As Dr. Price shares her stories of changing times 
of less obvious discrimination and her reactions to these changes, she defines her 
strength of character and her determination to make a difference in her world. 

Jones Price shares her work in the 1960's Civil Rights Movement locally 
and as a representative of the local NAACP. 

This is a verbatim transcript of a taped interview, edited for clarity. A 
signed release is on file from Dr. Price. 
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CJP: Connie Jones Price 
KHC: Kate Cavett 
KZ: Kim Zielinski 

February 24, 2003 Interview 

KHC: Can you introduce yourself? 

CJP: Certainly. I'm Connie Jones Price,' and I'm a native of Saint Paul, 

Minnesota, and a member of a family that's been here over a hundred 

years. 

KHC: And, it is Monday, February 24th, 2003, and we're at Mrs. Price's home in 

Saint Paul. When your family first came, where did they come? 

CJP: Actually, my grandfather2 was recruited from Tennessee by Saint Paul 

businessmen. He didn't just decide to come here on his own. He was what 

they call a master craftsman, a bricklayer, and he was recruited here, 

along with nine other African American craftsmen, to work on the 

Capitol,3 the Landmark Center, which was the first federal building, 4 and 

a number of the other buildings around Saint Paul. 

KHC: I remember reading about that. 

CJP: You read about it where? 

KHC: Oh, I don't remember. Probably in one of David Taylor's works where he 

talked about the history of Blacks in Minnesota. 

J Constance Raye Jones Price was born May 28, 1930 and passed away December 5, 2004. 
2 Grandfather: Earnest Jones. 
3 The Minnesota State Capital is located at 75 Dr. Martin Luther King Boulevard, formally Constitution Avenue. 
4 The Old Federal Courts Building is located at 75 West Fifth Street in downtown Saint Paul. In 1978, this building 
became known as the Landmark Center and was designated a National Historic Monument. It became a cultural center 
for music, dance, theater, exhibitions, public forums, and special events. 
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CJP: Yes. So that's how my father's family got here. They lived, for the most 

part, on the east sides and the north end,6 which is where-when African 

Americans came here, they didn't move to this area first. A lot of people 

don't know that, but they lived on the east side and in the north end and 

the west side.7 

KHC: On the flats. 

CJP: Yes. But my family moved to Summit University [area] in 1920. Actually it 

was my grandmother,S my father's 

mother, that bought the house at 1021 

Rondo. This is the last block there are 

houses on Rondo, and that's where we 

lived, between Oxford and Chatsworth. 

My grandfather had left Saint Paul 

before that. They would hire him to 

work on these buildings. He's what 

they call a " corner man," dig the 

foundations .And then the foreman 

would come along and say, "Jones, I've 

got to fire you." He'd say, "Why? Isn't 

my work satisfactory?" He'd say, "Yes, 

Grandmother Ora Lee Jones 
With her dauQ"hters 

your work is great, but you're not a member of the union." He says, 

5 Saint Paul 's Lower East Side Neighborhood is generally recognized as east of downtown, north of the Mississippi 
River. 
6 Saint Paul 's North End Neighborhood is east of Lexington Parkway, west of Highway 1-35E, east of Pierce Butler 
Route, and south of Larpenteur Avenue 
7 Saint Paul's West Side neighborhood is south of downtown and the Mississippi River, west of South Saint Paul city 
limits and north of West Saint Paul city limits. 
8 Grandmother: Ora Lee Jones 
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"Well, I've been trying to join the union." He says, "You can't join our 

union." It was for Whites only. So they would fire him. He'd have to go 

get work someplace else, because he had a family to support. Finally, he 

became so frustrated, he told my grandmother, he says, "I think we 

should move to Chicago. I know I can work there and I know I can join 

the union." 

She wouldn't do it, because she said, "I have these young children and I'm 

not going to move them." So 

they were not separated 

because they didn't love each 

other or anything. It was 

racism and discrimination 

that broke up their marriage. 

You know, that's a terrible 

thing to do. So he helped 

form a union in Chicago, and 

worked there for years. 

But the sad thing about it 

was that when he came back 

to visit, he had-do you 

know what a grip looks like? 

A suitcase and on one side. 

He was a beautiful dresser. 
Grandfather Ernest T. Jones 
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He'd wear the three-piece suits, the spats, everything. He was a very nice

looking man. On one side of his grip he'd have all of his suits, the fine 

shirts and everything. On the other side he'd have his bricklaying tools, 

because he always hoped he'd come back and get another job in Saint 

Paul. 

He'd always bring a silver dollar for each one of us every time he came 

back, and that was one of the things that we remembered, that even 

though we couldn't pick up the grip, we would still get our silver dollar. 

So he never really lived back here after that. 

My grandmother worked at the packing plant9 in South Saint Paul. 

Terrible work. Terrible work. My father10 was one of the oldest children in 

the family. He did anything he could to help support the family, but they 

all worked very hard. 

KHC: Did she go to work at the packing plant when the Whites were on strike 

and the Blacks helped break the strike, crossed the lines? 

CJP: No. I'm not sure just when she went there, but from what I've heard, it 

wasn't because of strike-breaking when she went there. 

KHC: The packing plant was one of the few places that would hire Blacks. 

9 Armour Packing Plant was located on Armour Avenue two blocks east of Concord Avenue in South Saint Paul. The 
plant was open from 1919 to 1979, and covered about forty acres. Because this was one of the few industries that 
hired Blacks, many from Rondo took jobs at Armour, and rode the streetcar to South Saint Paul daily. 
10 Father: Emerett L. Jones. 
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I 

CJP: That they could get jobs, and Hispanics, Mexicans, yes. So that's why they 

were there. And they made, for the time, pretty good money, and she 

needed that because she had a family to support. 

So she bought the house at 1021 on her own, you know, and lived there 

until she died. And the sad thing about it was, she was working in the 

yard. It was a hot summer day, she had a sunstroke and died. 

KHC: Ohno. 

CJP: Yes. Then my father's brother, he was older than him, was corning horne 

during a snowstorm. And you know how you put your head down 

sometimes to keep the snow out of your eyes? He ran into a tree and he 

died. So we had some real tragedies in the family. 

KHC: Did your father then continue to live in the house and take over the house 

at 1021? 

CJP: Yes, because he had some sisters who were teenagers. So there was another 

sister that was close to his age, his sister Mary, who went to Chicago after 

my grandfather was already there, because he invited both her and my 

dad down to live in Chicago. My dad wouldn't leave. Well, he had 

responsibility, and so he never left, although he wanted to. 

But actually, at the time my father had moved out and married, yes, 

married for a short time, moved back in because he had these younger 

sisters and somebody had to be able to pay the mortgage payment and 

things like that. So he moved back and stayed in the house until they 

demolished it with that freeway, he was still there. 
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KHC: So you remember them living at 1021? 

CJP: Oh yes. [I lived there all my life until 1 got married.] 

KHC: Did you call this Oatmeal Hill when you lived there? 

CJP: Yes, it was Oatmeal Hill. ll A lot of people didn't like us because they 

thought we thought we were something special. We didn't know what 

that was. You know, if you were on the other side of Dale, that was 

Cornmeal Valley,12 but if you were on this side-and we were the furthest 

out. Yes, we were really Oatmeal Hill. 

KHC: So you'd be real close to Lexington. 

CJP: We were a block off of Lexington. Oxford, Lexington, that's where we 

were. 

KHC: When you would look out your window, what did you see in Rondo when 

you'd look out? 

CJP: Houses. 

KHC: Houses all the way around? 

CJP: Across the street, we were the odd side of the street, but like over there, 

there were houses. Most of them were Dutch colonial. Do you know what 

that looks like? 

KHC: 1 think so. 

CJP: Yes, with the kind of rounded roof that looks sometimes like a barn. 

KHC: Yes. 

11 Oatmeal Hill was a term referring to Rondo west of Dale Street toward LeXington, sometimes known as Upper 
Rondo. More affluent residents tended to move into this area, giving the impression the residents had a higher social 
standing. This middle class neighborhood consisted of predominately single family homes. 
12 Cornmeal Valley, also known as Lower Rondo or Deep Rondo, was East of Dale Street. This was a lower middle 
class residential neighborhood with predominately single-family homes. From the 1930's, this part of the community 
struggled with growing poverty. 
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CJP: Yes. Well, most of the houses are that and so was ours. Here's another 

picture of my brother and me in front. 

Across the street was a grocery store, and it went through several different 

ownerships, but the last one was Harry Schaffer13 that had the grocery 

store there. Now, further down on Rondo and Saint Anthony, some of the 

businesspeople were African American. Where we were, they were not. 

Harry Schafer was White. We shopped there. 

Then if you go up Chatsworth to Iglehart there was another store there, 

Mayberg's [phonetic]. He was Jewish. We did a lot of our grocery 

shopping at either one of these stores. If you went down on Rondo and 

Milton, which is a block back from Chatsworth, there was a meat market, 

Klett's [phonetic]. He was also White. Across the street there was another 

store - that building is still there - and the owner was also White. So the 

businesspeople around us, different from the ones who lived further 

down, were all White. 

On the even side of the street, most of the neighbors had been there for a 

long, time, actually before I was born. On our side, the odd side, there 

\3 Harold J Schaffer's Market was located at 334 Chatsworth 
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were more empty lots. On the corner was a lot where they built 

townhouses.14 

RANGH COURT 
RONDO, BETWEEN OXFORD AND CHATSWORTH 

SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 

Built by the TWIN CITY NEGRO DEVELOPMENT CO., Inc .• 1001 Iglehart Avenue. 

My uncle15 was one of the people that built the townhouses because there 

was so much discrimination and racism in trying to get decent housing in 

other parts of the city. But that carne later. But before that, there was an 

empty lot, because we used to play baseball on this lot. 

1 

Then there was a house next to that, and this house was not owned by the 

people who lived in it. The landlord was White and always, until very 

recent, while he still had the house, would not rent it to African 

Americans and always had a White family in there. Then there was 

14 Rangh Court was a townhouse development located at 989 - 991 Rondo. Developers were The Twin Cities Negro 
Development Company made up by Misters Rawls (a cook on the Northern Pacific Railroad). Anderson, Newman, 
Gilmore, Henderson (waiters on the Northern Pacific Railroad). The Anderson, Gilmore and Henderson families lived in 
the apartments. Construction was complete in 1947 with a construction loan of $247,000, the largest loan made to a 
Black organization at that point in time. 
15 Uncle Lucius Archibald "Archie" Anderson (1909 -1966) was a waiter on the Northern Pacific Railroad. 
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another lot, kind of a second lot, and then next to that was our house, 

102l. 

KHC: Can I ask you what year you were born? 

CJP: Yes. 1930. 

KHC: In 1930 was your neighborhood predominantly

CJP: White. 

KHC: With just a few African Americans? 

CJP: Yes. 

KHC: Did it change then when we got into World War II? 

CJP: It was after that. See, the neighbors on my block, for the most part, were 

African American homeowners. As I say, the only one that didn't own 

their house was a White family that lived up the street from us. There was 

another White woman, Mrs. [Anna] Pastewka, who lived on the block [at 

1002 Rondo]. She lived alone. She was a homeowner and she lived there. 

She was there a long time. 

Then at the end of the block, on the even side, there was a racially mixed 

family. The wife was White and the husband was African American. But 

the other families were African American, and for the most part, most of 

the neighbors were college-educated. We had people like Mr. [Wm] Smith, 

[lived at 1020 and] who had a degree of pre-med, and came here to get 

into the University. They wouldn't take him because he was Black. Next to 

them were the [Walter] McFarlands. Mrs. McFarland had a degree in 

education and came from Louisiana and taught there, because she 
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married a Saint Paul man and came here. Never taught a day in the 

schools [here because she was Black and a married woman]. 

KHC: About what year was this? 

CJP: Well, this was during the Thirties, the Forties. Yes. Mr. Jones, who lived 

next to the Smiths-it was another Jones family, not us, but another Jones 

family that lived across the street. We were at 1021, they were 1022. 

They're one of the later people who arrived, because when I was growing 

up, the family that had been there was named [Mrs. Cora] Grissom [lived 

at 1022 Rondo]. 

But Mr. Jones had a bachelor's degree in economics and a master's degree 

in economics and worked at the post office. Mr. Smith worked at the post 

office. Mr. McFarland, and I'm not sure what his degree was in, ran on the 

railroad. So you had all these well educated people. 

That's why when people would say to me, White people would say to me, 

"Well, if you'd people just get yourself an education," and I'd say, "Wait a 

minute." I said, "I grew up in a neighborhood where most of the people 

were educated." My dad didn't have a degree, but other members of the 

family did. I said, "No, I grew up around college-educated people who 

could not work in their field, not because they weren't competent or they 

hadn't prepared themselves, but because they were Black." That's one 

thing that anybody-I just really get angry, is that it's so unfair. These 

people, you know, good people, hard-working people, and all they 
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wanted was an opportunity. That's why I'm so-don't let me start talking 

about affirmative action. [Laughs] 

KHC: Can you talk more about the racism, the discrimination in that period of 

Thirties and Forties? 

CJP: Of course. Now, I went to J.J. Hill SchooP6 At that time it was at Oxford 

and Selby. For the most of the time I was there, I had no other African 

American classmates. I think I got my first one when I was in the seventh 

grade, and I'd been there since kindergarten. I think in third or fourth 

grade I had one Chinese classmate, but other than that, they were all 

White. 

[Tape recorder turned off.] 

KHC: Let's talk about the racism in the Thirties and Forties. 

CJP: Okay. Well, in school the teachers really didn't want us there. Some of 

them were not bad. But we had at Hill School, we had a process where 

you went from kindergarten to fourth grade with one teacher. In the 

fourth grade you had several teachers-a music teacher, an art teacher, a 

phys. ed. teacher, and then a general core teacher. 

The music teacher was really probably one of the worse people I'd ever 

met. I can't carry a tune. I'm tone deaf. Nobody had told me that you had 

to sing if you were Black. So it wasn't really a problem, I thought. But she 

would scream at me. Now, there I am, the only Black child in class and the 

only one that couldn't carry a tune. You know how you have to learn the 

16 J. J. Hill School was originally built in 1905 cit Selby, Hague, Chatsworth , and Oxford . The school housed 
kindergarten through 8th grade. This building was torn down and a new building built in 1974 for J. J. Hill Elementary 
School. Currently, the building serves as Montessori School for four year aids through sixth grade. 
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scales and all of that? I couldn't even sing the scales in tune. I'm really 

bad. I didn't know that was a major crime until I got in her class, and 

she'd scream at me in front of all of these kids and say, "Why can't you 

sing? You're supposed to sing." Until I went home I didn't know why I 

was supposed to sing. Nobody had said I was a terrible person because I 

couldn't sing, but she made me feel like I was. 

Then she would say things like, "My, your mother sends you to school 

nice and clean." Well, how else would you go to school? It wasn't my 

mother at all. She was dead. Shows you how insensitive she was. Like it 

was a surprise I wasn't dirty and raggedy. I mean, we dressed better than 

most of the White kids in school, you know, because that's the way we 

were. But she would say things like that to me. I just hated going to music 

class because of that. 

When you had to go out for recess and you had to play on the 

playground, nobody wanted to hold my hand, or pick me for a team. I 

mean, you just knew you were different and unwanted. I mean, it was 

really, really bad. There were a few teachers that weren't so bad. But there 

were kids that would walk up to you and call you "chocolate drop" and 

"Sambo" and "Mambo." I mean, it was blatant. It was there. It really was. 

I hated grade school. I really did. 
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The one thing they couldn't take away from us, we got a good foundation 

in education. You know, education. They couldn't just sort us out and say, 

"Well, the White kids learn this, you Black kids sit there dumb." We 

learned it the same way they did. We got a good foundation. 

One of the teachers-oh, we also had a literature teacher who-there was 

a library on the third floor of Hill School just lined with bookshelves, and 

once a week she'd take us up there and we'd pick out a book to do a book 

report. You know, a lot of people get to high school before they do a book 

report. We were doing them in the fourth grade. Reading, we had to 

memorize stuff from Shakespeare, "As You Like It," "The Seven Stages of 

Man," "Hiawatha." I mean, we learned all of this in grade school. There's 

no way from keeping us from learning, because we were in the 

environment, although it was, for the most part, a hostile environment. So 

we learned in spite of it. 

That' s why sometimes when I see Black kids say they won't go into an 

accelerated program at Central,17 "Well, it's too hard. I'm the only one." I 

thought, "Man, you don't know what hard is." When you're really little 

and that's what happened to you, you do it in spite of that. Because we 

were always told-I know you've heard this from other people, "You 

17 Central High School began in 1866 and consisted of two rooms in the Franklin Building, downtown Saint Paul. By 
1872 it was known as Saint Paul High School, and moved to Seventh and Jackson. In 1883, a 27 -room building was 
completed and the school was named The Saint Paul Central High, and located on Minnesota Street in downtown 
Saint Paul. Because of space needs, a new school was built at 275 Lexington Avenue in 1912. In 1977, the building ' 
was reduced to its structural form, expanded and rebuilt to the current building. 
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can't be as good as White kids; you have to be twice as good. You have to 

do it and you cannot let that be the reason you're not learning." 

I get very frustrated with teenagers now. They don't understand the 

importance of that. In fact, even the value of it. I mean, I love to read, 

probably because I came from a home where everybody read. Because 

my-what was it. I think my grandmother told me when my father and 

my mother18 moved back in the house, they expected my mother to cook 

the meals. So she'd start-I'm not sure how good a cook she was, but 

she'd get the food started and sit down, and the food would bum up 

because she was reading her book. I thought, oh, I can relate to that. 

[Laughs] But that's the way they were. 

In fact, when they dated, my dad would come 

from Saint Paul-my mother was born in 

Butte, Montana, and came here as a teenager 

following the family, my grandmother's19 

sisters, to Minneapolis. She said that when my 

father and mother dated, he'd get on the old 

streetcar, go to Minneapolis, go to her house, 

and he'd bring a book with him, and they'd sit 

in a window seat back to back and read until 

it was time for him to come home. Those were 

18 Mother: Odessa Drake Jones. 
19 Grandmother: Georgia McRutiedge. 

Mother 
Odessa Drake Jones 

In hat on right 
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their dates. That's why I thought, "Well, you're not going to keep us from 

learning." So I say we learned. We got a good education. 

KHC: Where did you go to high school? 

CJP: Well, I did two things. I went to Marsha1l20 for my first year, although I was 

supposed to go to Ramsey Junior High, because that was in my school 

district. But I had never gone to school with many Black students, and the 

only time we got a chance to see Black kids was on Sunday if we went to 

Sunday school at church. But for the most part, we didn't get a chance to 

play with or interact with a lot of Black kids. 

My sister went right to Marshall, because she graduated before I did. So I 

went for my first year, and then instead of going to Ramsey, then I went to 

Central, because that was the school in our neighborhood, which was a 

couple of blocks away from us. I hated it, because I think there were about 

eight of us [Blacks] in the whole school-several White students and us. 

I've always loved history, and we had a good foundation in grade school 

on history, so I was the top student in the history class. That was at a time 

where they gave double A's if you were good. I never got one wrong 

answer on the test, always had my hand in the air if she asked a question. 

So it even got to the point where the White students would say, when our 

report cards came out, "Well, did you get your double A?" I never got it. I 

20 Marshall School was built in 1925 at Grotto, Holly, Ashland and St. Albans. It was Marshall Junior High from 1926-
1937. In 1937, 10th grade was added; in 1938, 11 th grade; and in 1939, 12th grade was added, with graduating classes 
from 1940 to 1953. It returned to junior high only in 1954. Webster Elementary School was built on the same site in 
1926. The two buildings were connected in 1975 and become Webster Magnet Elementary School. 
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never got it. I would get an A, but never the double A I deserved, because 

she couldn't stand to think that her top student was Black. I mean, we 

went through things like that at Central. 

We couldn't go to things like the prom, because you had to go with 

somebody from the school or an alumni from the school. We had one male 

student who was [Black]-you know how some people don't look very 

good? He didn't look very good. Nobody wanted to take him to the prom. 

Nobody asked us, but we wouldn't have gone anyway. So there was a lot 

of stuff we missed because we were at Central. 

Connie 
18 years old 

Midway through my junior year, I 

talked to a friend of mine who also was at 

Central, and I said, "Listen, this is killing me. 

We have no social life. We have nothing." We 

decided we were going to take ourselves 

down to the school administrative office and 

get transfers to Marshall. We didn't tell 

anybody. I didn't tell my dad, she didn't tell 

her family. We just went down there. The 

person we talked to said, liDo you know that 

there are people that are dying to get into 

Central?" It was the friendliest school in the 

city at that time. You've probably heard that. 
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And we said, "We're dying to get out. We're dying to get out." And so we 

argued with her. I mean, it was probably pretty aggressive on our part, 

but we were desperate. We wanted a social life, as well as a good 

environment to be in where there wasn't all this racism, because the kids 

didn't talk to us. The White girls had all their little sororities and little 

groups, and naturally the guys weren't going to pay any attention to us, 

which was okay. So we were very lonely. Very lonely. We stayed down 

there and argued with him until he said, "Oh, all right," and gave us our 

permits. Then we had to go home and break the news. 

[Tape recorder turned off.] 

[My father was a] very mild-mannered 

little man who didn't raise his voice. He 

didn't swear. He'd say, "People are dern 

fools," and things like that. But he was 

just very mild-mannered. So he was not 

happy with me, but he didn't scream or 

holler or anything, he just was very sad 

that I had done that, because he knew 

about the reputation of the school and 

he didn't want us going to a lot of 

Father Emerett L. Jones 

different schools. He would say that he wanted us to go to the same 

school, same elementary school, the same high school. Because [of] his 

father's employment problems, [he] would move the family to different 

places, so he'd have to change schools, and he didn't like that. I mean, he 
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made friends in one neighborhood, and moved someplace else and make 

new friends. He didn't want us to have that happen to us. So he was not 

happy that I'd do this, because he had everything organized the way it 

should be, and then I go and change it. 

KHC: Was Marshall better? Were there more Black students there? 

CJP: Yes. There were more Black students there. 

KHC: How many Blacks were at Marshall then? 

CJP: I don't know, but there were some in every class. Then the other thing, I 

got to meet were-two of my best friends were not African American at 

Marshall, they were Japanese. They had come after the Second World 

War, they had relocated to Saint Paul, and when I was a junior I met them. 

They were seniors. We had the best friendships. It enabled me to meet 

other people. I'd never been taught to hate anybody. I mean, why would I 

hate the Japanese? They certainly weren't the ones who were the enemy. 

Some people did, but I mean, that never fazed me. 
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KHC: For your father, was he still experiencing the discrimination in being able 

to get work and find work? 

CJP: Well, actually, my father had contracts with a lot of the major businesses 

downtown, as he had grown up with the lot of the people who owned 

those businesses, and so they felt comfortable with him, and so they 

would take out contracts for him to clean their buildings. He also sold 

cleaning supplies. So he worked hard. He worked all the time. But he was 

never unemployed. Now, we grew up during the Depression. I didn't 

even know there was one. We never knew that. We never were-well, we 

never have been homeless because we had the house. We just never knew 

it. 

In fact, what my dad would do 

was, he was so into keeping 

his promise to my mother, that 

when I had a birthday, my 

sister and brother had a 

birthday, too. They got gifts. 

We had like three birthdays 

every year because we always 

got something. I mean, he just 

did not want us to be unhappy 

at all, if he could help it. I 

mean, he devoted his entire 

life to us. We didn't realize 
Connie, brother Ron, sister Shirley 
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what the man was going through; we just took it for granted. That's the 

way everybody's daddy acts, right? Everybody gets three birthdays. 

KHC: Now, if you would go downtown, could you go anyplace you wanted 

downtown? 

CJP: Yes. Yes. In fact, that was a time when people dressed up to go 

downtown. When you see people casual now and you think back to the 

days, we would put on our white gloves and went downtown to shop. 

You just wouldn't go downtown casual. 

KHC: Every store would let you come in? 

CJP: Yes. Actually, a number of the stores, the owners were friends of my dad. 

I remember one year our Pilgrim Baptist Church21 had a style show and 

they wanted us, my sister and I to model in it. Cook's22 was a very 

exclusive shop downtown. 

What you couldn't do was you couldn't go to one hairdresser downtown. 

There were things like that that you didn't do. I know some of the clubs, 

you didn't feel comfortable. Well, the music was not what we liked 

anyway, so that was okay. 

KHC: Where did you go to the hairdresser? Who did you go to? 

CJP: In the community. 

KHC: Who did you go to in the community? 

2 1 Pilgrim Baptist Church was first organized as a prayer group before 1863 and formally organized as a church 
November 15, 1866. Their first house of worship was constructed in 1870 at 12th and Cedar Streets in Saint Paul and 
moved in 1918 to the current location at 732 W. Central Avenue, Saint. Paul. 
22 Cook & Sons Corporation was located at Robert and 6th in downtown. Their city directory notes: Men's Clothing, 
Furnishings and Hats. 
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CJP: Several people, several different hairdressers, yes. Then for a while, 

though, when we were really young, my stepmother23 found a woman 

who went house to house and you paid her for doing your hair and then 

you gave her car fare because she rode the streetcar. 

KHC: Did you ride the streetcar? 

CJP: Yes. 

KHC: Where would you go on the streetcar? 

CJP: Well, you go all kinds of places. Downtown. When I started the 

University,24 that's where I got my first degree. Of course, by that time, 

was it a bus? You know, it's kind of hazy when the buses started 

originally. We went everyplace on the streetcar, because I know when we 

were really young, we would go out to Phalen Park25 to swim and we'd 

take the streetcar so far and then we'd walk the rest of the way. 

KHC: Was there any discrimination on the streetcar? Did you have to sit in the 

back or anything? 

CJP: No. This was Saint Paul. You didn't do that here. Nobody did that. In fact, 

we were almost at the end of the lane for the Rondo bus, and so 

sometimes the bus drivers, the streetcar drivers, would let us off in front 

of our house if it was night. They were all White at first and then they 

started getting some Black drivers. They were so pleasant and so polite. 

23 Stepmother: Maude Jessie Jones. 
24 The University of Minnesota developed from a preparatory school founded in 1851 and is the largest public 
university in Minnesota. It has campuses in Saint Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, and Morris. 
25 Phalen Park is located between Frost Avenue, Maryland Avenue, Arcade, and East Shore Drive, and was first 
planned by the Saint Paul City Council in 1872. The City acquired the land in 1899 at a cost of $22,000, and was 
opened to the public soon afterwards. The park was named after early settler Edward Phalen , who staked one of the 
first claims to the land around Phalen Creek. Today there are 3.2 miles of trails around Lake Phalen, a playground, 
beach, golf course and clubhouse, and an amphitheater. 
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These were all White drivers. So, no, we didn't suffer anything there. Of 

course, you know, now it's just a terrible experience, I guess, to ride the 

bus, because some of the kids act so awful, and they have to have people 

monitoring that, and security and things like that. But, no, we didn't suffer 

anything on the buses. 

KHC: Did you experience any other racial injustices? 

CJP: Oh yes. Try and get a job. Ohyes! 

KHC: So what year would that have been? 

CJP: Well, the only jobs you could get when I was a teenager - because I 

always liked to work, because I liked to have my own money. My dad 

didn't say you had to work, and I had an older sister who didn't most of 

the time, but I liked to have extra money for clothes. I was always trying 

to see how many cashmere sweaters-that was a real status symbol, how 

many cashmere sweaters you have with matching skirts. So I was always 

[working] when I was younger, I babysat to get my money. In fact, I used 

to give my older sister myoid babysitting jobs when I went on to 

something else. 

But the only jobs we could get was, when I was fifteen I got a job at 

Snyder's Drugstore26 downtown, washing dishes, which is a horrible job. 

But that was the only thing I could do to get a job. You know, some of the 

White kids who weren't even as bright could do other kinds of things, but 

we couldn't because we were Black. 

KHC: Would they serve people at the counter there? 

26 Snyder's Drug Store was located at 412 Wabasha Street and 403 Robert Street in downtown Saint Paul. 
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CJP: Yes. 

KHC: But the only job they would give you was to-

CJP: Was the very menial jobs. You could eat the counters. 

Then when I got a little bit older I got a job - when I started college, my 

dad got me a job at a jewelry store. I hated it because you had to put on a 

maid's uniform and clean the display windows and things like that. I 

thought, "What if somebody sees me? Here I am a freshman at the 

University and I'm doing this horrible job," but you did that. You did 

what you could because you had to work. I mean, you wanted to work 

and have the money. 

But then the bad experience is when, after my freshman year I thought, 

Connie and Scott Price 
Wedding 

1950 

well, I'll try one of the offices and see if they'll 

give me a job. You'd fill out the application, 

they'd be very cold and unfriendly, and before 

you left the office, they would throw your 

application in the wastebasket, and you knew 

that. You knew that. 

One of the other experiences I had, and 

this was in Minneapolis, actually I dropped out 

of college and got married after my second 

year. I needed the work. We were living in 

Minneapolis. That's where my husband grew 
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up. So I went to Honeywell27 where they have the headquarters, and I 

wanted to work in the factory. I knew there wasn't any point trying to 

work anyplace else. So I went out and filled out my application and put 

down that I had two years of college, and I went for my interview, and the 

man that interviewed me said, "We can't hire you because you've been to 

college." 

I said, "So? What's the point? I need a job." "No, you will be disruptive on 

the line, because you've had college." I said, "Sir, we desperately need 

money. Why would I be disruptive?" "No, you'd be disruptive on the line 

with college." He wouldn't hire me. I thought, is this a combination of 

racism, about the fact that I'm Black, another issue because I've been to 

college, or is it one or the other. But there's the kind of thing that people 

said to you. It was incredible, the kind of things they would say to keep 

from hiring you. So, yes, I went through a lot of discrimination trying to 

get a job. 

Once in Saint Paul, this was way after that, I take it a lot of African 

Americans know that if you're going to get steady employment with any 

kind of decent benefits and everything, work for the government. So I 

took a test for a recreational-no, for a planning supervisor for the 

planning department for Saint Paul, and passed the test, the civil service 

test, with the highest score. Didn't even get an interview, so I called up 

and I said, "I haven't been interviewed. I'm the top scorer for this test." 

27 Honeywell was located at 2753 Forth Avenue South and had a downtown location at 420 North Fifth Street in 
Minneapolis. 
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He said, "Yes, we've already hired." I said, "Without gIvmg me an 

interview?" "Oh, yes, we hired a White woman," who had a lower, much 

lower, score than mine. But that's the kind of stuff that you encountered 

all of the time were things-more subtle. 

Yes, we could go into stores. Yes, we could try on the clothes and 

whatever. But the other things, not being able to get a job was really 

critical. 

KHC: So it was better than the South or the East. I know I have a friend that 

grew up in Washington, D.C., and they could go in the stores, but they 

couldn't tryon clothes. If you thought it would fit, you just had to buy it. 

CJP: You had to buy it, yes. You couldn't even bring it back. 

KHC: Right. 

CJP: Yes. 

KHC: So it was better, but the discrimination was still there. 

CJP: Yes, there were other things. You never knew when you were going to 

experience it. You could go in and be there, but there were things, like 

they would not serve you or wait a long time before they served you. 

Well, they knew they had to eventually, but hopefully they thought we'd 

get mad and leave, and hopefully they hoped we'd be quiet, maybe not 

say anything. 

KHC: So then when you were in high school and as a young adult-well, when 

you got married, you went to Minneapolis, so you didn't stay in Rondo. 
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So in high school where would you go to socialize? What would you do 

for fun? 

CJP: That's Q. Brown.28 

KHC: Okay. 

CJP: We went there. Growing up, my brother and sister-I didn't get there as 

much as some of the people who lived closer to the center, because you 

had that thing if you were a little kid how far can you go off your block, so 

we could not go there except for different events. 

We went to nursery school there, but somebody picked us up in a car and 

took us and brought us back. Then because we didn't go to school with 

those kids, we were at Hill and a lot of them were at Maxfield29 or 

McKinley,3D we didn't get a chance to socialize. Church was a time when 

we really got to socialize on Sunday, with other kids in the community. 

KHC: What church did you go to? 

CJP: Actually, we started out-well, my dad grew up in Saint Paul. In fact, one 

of his best stories was that he had gone to Sunday school with Roy 

28Hallie Q. Brown Community Center was opened in 1929 as a community center specifically to serve the Black 
community when the Black YWCA closed in 1928. Hallie Q, as it is affectionately known, has served all ages through 
child care, youth and senior clubs, athletics, music and social events. The original location was in the Union Hall at 
Aurora and Kent Streets. In1972, Hallie relocated in the Martin Luther King Building at 270 Kent Street at Iglehart in 
Saint Paul. The center's namesake was an educator who pioneered the movement of Black women 's clubs in the late 
1800's. 
29 Maxfield School was originally at 363 Saint Albans at Saint Anthony, and was built in 1890. In 1955, a new school 
was built at 680 Saint Anthony at Victoria, Avon and Central. 
30 McKinley School was located at 481 Carroll Avenue, between Mackubin, Arundel and Rondo from 1903 - 1966. Fire 
destroyed the building in 1977. 
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Wilkins31 at Saint James AME Church32 on Dale and Central. My 

grandmother had been one of the people that had been there when they 

founded the church and everything. But my dad, because he worked all 

the time when we were growing up, didn't go to church. But even before 

my mother died, she was Baptist and she'd gone to Zion Baptist Church33 

in Minneapolis, and that's where my mother's family were, for the most 

part. 

Stepmother 
Maude Jessie Jones 

(seated) 

But when she moved to Saint Paul, she 

joined Pilgrim Baptist Church. In fact, I've got a 

certificate she got for teaching Sunday school there 

before she died, because she was, I think, pretty 

active. So she started us at Pilgrim, and we went to 

Pilgrim until my dad remarried. My stepmother 

was Catholic, but she didn' t think she could get the 

whole family to convert to being Catholic, and so 

she decided she would join Saint James and wanted 

all the family back together because it was my 

dad's church. So then as a teenager we were at 

Saint James, and that's where we were for years, in 

fact, still are at Saint James. But our socializing was on Sundays. 

31 Roy Wilkins (1901-1981) went to the University of Minnesota and lived in Saint Paul. He became executive director 
of the national NAACP. Saint Paul's River Center complex at 175 Kellogg Blvd in downtown Saint Paul includes the 
Roy Wilkins Auditorium. 
32 Saint James AME (African Methodist Episcopalian) Methodist Church existed as a prayer group as early as 1870. 
Formally organized in 1878, they purchased a permanent home in 1881. The current church was built in 1926 at 624 
West Central Avenue at Dale. 
33 Zion Baptist Church was located at 519 7th Avenue North in Minneapolis. 
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Now, unless we went to church-and this was my stepmother's rule-you 

couldn't go to the movies on Sunday. That was a big day, you know, if 

you could go to the movies on Sunday, if there was something you 

wanted to see. So I usually went to church so I could go to the movies. 

KHC: Where was the movie theater? 

CJP: Actually the ones we went to, the Dale Theater34 on Dale and Selby, the 

Faust35 on Dale and University, and then the Oxford,36 which a lot of the 

people who lived further down probably never went to, was on Selby, 

close to Chatsworth. In fact, we used to go there from Hill School. Now, if 

there was a popcorn drive or something like that and we sold a lot of 

popcorn for the school, then we got time to go over to the Oxford during 

the week, during school days, to the movies. But most of them, the movies 

I hated was like Laurel and Hardy and people like that, who I thought 

were awful. I didn't like those kinds of comedians or that kind of humor. 

So even as a kid I thought, well, this is not a treat. But we would go to 

Oxford. Then the Beaux Arts,37 which was at Selby 

KHC: B-E-A-U Arts? 

34 Dale Theater, which operated from 1915 to 1959, was located at 937 Selby Avenue. Customers visited the nearby 
Garden of Sweets at Selby and Dale for candy and snacks to bring into the theater. 
35 Faust Theater, built in 1911 as a family movie theater, was located at 626 West University Avenue near Dale Street. . 
The theater closed in the late 1960's when the building became an evangelical church . In 1970 it reopened as a sex 
oriented movie theater until the city purchased and closed it in March 1989. The building was razed in 1995. 
36 Oxford Theater was located at 989 Selby Avenue. It opened in 1913 and became the Oxford Theater in 1922, it was 
the New Selby and the New Oxford in the 1930s, then the Oxford closed in 1951 . The Salon X hair salon occupies the 
site in 2004. 
37 Beaux Arts Theater was located at 391 Selby Avenue. This theater location had several names including the R.B. 
Maxson in 1912, the Elks from 1913 to 1917, the Rialto from 1917 to 1918, the Summit from 1918 to 1933, and finally 
the Beaux Arts. 
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eJP: Yes, right. We'd go there. We didn't go there often, but if there was 

something we really wanted to see and there wasn't anyplace else, we'd 

get on the streetcar and go there. 

KHC: Did you go over to Selby and University very much? 

eJP: Yes, we went to the movies. 

KHe: But besides the movies, would you go shop or-

eJP: No, we shopped downtown, because the shops on Selby, I don't know, 

some of the people were not-the people that owned those stores had 

shoddy materials. I mean, it wasn't the greatest stuff. The people who 

didn't have a lot of money, or any real money, would shop there and get 

exploited. No, we never shopped there. We went downtown. My dad 

knew most of the people who had stores downtown. In fact, he could get a 

discount. Good-quality stuff. 

In fact, one of my dad's best friends, because most of his friends were 

White growing up, and Schuneman's38 was a store that turned into 

Day tons, but before that was Schuneman & Mannheimer. Mannheimer 

was one of my father's best friends. In fact, my brother's second name is 

Benjamin because of Benjamin Mannheimer. 

What they would do, a lot of these people-I mean, we had things we 

took for granted, like we had our own little playhouse. We had a swing 

38 Schuneman's Inc. was located at Wabasha and Sixth Street in downtown Saint Paul from 1864 to 1958. This 
department store chain had stores throughout the metropolitan area. It succeeded the Mannheimer Brothers, becoming 
Schuneman & Mannheimer until 1958, when it was bought by Dayton's Department Stores. Dayton's Department 
Stores changed the name to Marshall Fields under Target Corporation in 2001 . 
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set in our backyard. Some of the things people like Meinheimer, their kids 

were older, and when they outgrew some of their toys that were in great 

shape, we would get them. I remember we had this little vacuum cleaner. 

Then my dad bought us this little stove and sink to put in our playhouse. I 

mean, you know, it was not a-I mean, we suffered discrimination, I 

hated school, but at home it was a haven. It really was. We had to learn 

good manners. I mean, when my stepmother was there, we had to learn 

how to answer the phone appropriately . . 

KHC: How old were you when your mother died? 

CJP: Four. 

KHC: And when your stepmother came in? 

CJP: I was nine. 

KHC: So your dad did it alone for about five years. 

CJP: My grandmother moved in and took care of us, my mother's mother. Yes. 

Then she had to go back to Butte. One of her sisters-see, two of my 

grandmother's sisters moved here. In fact, one of them, the one that lived 

out on Hiawatha where that picture was taken, married a man who had 

been born and raised in Saint Cloud. He and his family went out to 

Montana. He met my grandmother's sister out there, married her, they 

had two sons, and then he decided he wanted to come back to Minnesota, 

but he didn't want to go back to Saint Cloud, right? So they settled in 

Minneapolis. 

So then one of my grandmother's sisters, who was a widow with one son, 

moved to Minneapolis, and my grandmother, who was a widow with 
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three kids, moved to Minneapolis, and that's how they got here. My 

mother was born in Butte, Montana. They had corne out in the 

underground railroad before the Civil War and moved from south 

Kentucky to Indiana, to Colorado, to Montana. 

KHC: The underground railroad took them there to get out? 

CJP: Yes. 

KHC: Okay. So then they ended up in Montana. 

CJP: It took them as far as Indiana. Then the family went on their own to 

Colorado. My grandmother was born in Indiana. Her sisters were born in 

Colorado. Then the family moved at some time during that period. 

We're putting together our history, researching it. We've got this huge 

family tree that one of my cousins who lives in New Zealand has put 

together for us. She and I started it together when she was here on a 

vacation one year, and then she went on. I mean, it's phenomenal. I mean, 

it really goes back a number of generations. 

My grandmother's father was Indian, and he owned a ranch and he got 

exploited out of it. I mean, really, he was just distraught. He never really 

got it together after that. But these White ranchrnen, you know. 

KHC: Do you have the stories about your family with the underground 

railroad? 

CJP: Not much, no. We really didn't talk to the people who could have told us 

about it until they-you know, they're dead. We just know it happened. 

KHC: You don't know what year it happened? 

CJP: No. No. 
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KHC: So when you would go to Hallie Q., what would you do at Hallie Q? 

CJP: I belonged to different clubs. 

KHC: What were the clubs there? 

CJP: I was a Campfire girl there. That was number one. Then we had a club

we would make up our own little clubs and then get them sponsored. The 

No-Name Club, that was one. Oh, I'm blocking on some of these other 

clubs. But I belonged to a number of clubs there. Then we had some that 

we just made up in the community and did that, too. 

One thing I did do was, they had a librarian who came one day a week, 

Frances Hughes, and opened up the library and brought books out. So we 

all went there and got our books, which was great because we could get 

books right there, and we all loved to read. So that was one thing that we 

could do. Now they have a room they call the library over there and they 

have nothing. What they have is the book mobile comes out there on 

Thursday mornings. Now, who is going to be home-

KHC: What kids can go there on Thursday mornings? 

CJP: Well, what about adults who have jobs? 

KHC: Yes. 

CJP: Why can't you have them come another time than to come at that time? 

We need to learn how to read, we need the pleasure of reading, but you're 

making it difficult for us to do in the community. 

KHC: Now, where was Hallie Q.located when you would go? 

CJP: On Aurora and Kent. 
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KHC: You know, 1'm aware of the time and I'm wondering if we could ~ome 

back, because this is wonderful. 

CJP: Yes. 

KHC: I would really like to, very much. 

March 14, 2003 Interview 

KHC: It's March 14th, 2003, and Kim Zielinski and I are back with Dr. Connie 

Price. Let's just roll. 

CJP: Did we talk about the rag man? 

KHC: No. 

CJP: Well, early on, when I was a child, we used to have these men that would 

corne down the street and, you know, "Rags. Rags," this was on Rondo, to 

get rags, and then they'd sell the rags. It was one of those colorful things 

that used to happen way back then. I don't know if you've ever heard of 

the rag men before. 

KHC: I have, but not in conjunction with this project. 

CJP: Well, they used to corne up and down the streets and yell, "Rags," and 

then people would give them rags and they'd take that stuff and sell it. 

KHC: Then would they launder them and then bring them back and sell them? 

CJP: No. No, we gave them to them. I was a really young child, so I don't 

know, but it wasn't to give back to us; it was for them to take. It was like 

an enterprise for them and they carne down the street doing this. 
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KHC: Because I actually interviewed a woman whose husband was a ragman, · 

and he would collect them, launder them, and then sell them to some 

ind ustries. 

CJP: Well, that's probably what these were doing, too. I just never knew what 

they did with them. I just know that my grandmother-my grandmother 

lived with us-that she would just, if she had something, she would give 

it to them. 

We also had milkmen that came door to door in their little trucks and 

would bring our milk with these bottles that had the little bubble on top 

with the cream and then the whole milk down below. Then for treats, 

sometimes we would get chocolate milk along with our white milk, and 

orange juice, which was a real special treat. They'd come on a regular 

schedule. I'm not sure how many days they came, but my grandmother 

ordered enough so that it would last until they came back the other day. 

That was something else that was part of that whole thing, coming down 

Rondo, the milkman, and everything. 

KHC: Do you know how much the milk cost then? Any idea? 

CJP: I would not know. You know, I'm talking about six, seven, eight years old. 

I would have no idea. 

KHC: Now, I'm guessing that the milk then was put in an icebox? 

CJP: Yes. We had an icebox. We did not have a refrigerator for-and you put 

the ice up top, this big chunk of ice that these men would bring. They'd 

have this leather thing that they'd put on their back, and they had these 

tongs, and they'd bring a big piece of ice and bring it in and put it in our 
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icebox. I'm not sure when we got a refrigerator. We got one, but I don't 

know when. But we had an icebox first, yes. 

KHC: The ice would last four or five days? 

CJP: You know, I'm talking about when I was a little kid. I didn't check. When 

you're six, seven years old, or five, you're not checking on how long the 

ice lasts. You just know you see the iceman come in and bring it, and you 

watch him, because the ice is heavy and you think, my goodness, he's bent 

almost double bringing this in. So you notice what's going on, but you 

certainly can't figure out how long the ice lasts or anything like that. You 

don't even think about that. 

KHC: I know Mr. Baines used to have, he was an iceman. Did he ever give you 

chips of ice? 

CJP: I don't remember getting chips of ice, no. 

We had talked about the theaters the last time, and I don't think I 

mentioned the Centre Theater,39 did I? 

KHC: No. 

CJP: Okay. The Centre Theater was on University, between Lexington and 

Oxford, and it was actually the closest theater for us where I lived on 

Rondo, because we were at Oxford. So we would just run down Oxford to 

go to the theater on University. We would go to the Saturday matinees 

mostly, but only if you had finished your chores. The matinees had series, 

like "Jungle Girl" and different people, and so you needed to get there 

every Saturday to make sure you knew what was going on. 

Did anybody talk about the dentists in the community? 

39 Centre Theatre was located at 1078 University Avenue. 
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KHC: No. 

CJP: Dr. Weber 40was a dentist that was there the longest, or the one where my 

father sent us, and he lived down on A von and, I think, Carroll right on 

the comer. So we hated to go to the dentist, but that was the dentist that 

we went to, a Black dentist that was in the community. Now, there was 

another one that came much later, named Dr. Williams,41 and he had an 

office up on Selby, but we never went to him. 

KHC: Was it painful to go to the dentist in those days? 

CJP: Yes. 

Let's see. On Rondo close-there are some apartments on Lexington. I 

don't know how familiar you are 

with Saint Paul, but there's some 

apartments and they extend 

several blocks. In fact, there was, 

where that SA [Super America42] 

station is, there was some 

apartments there, too, that they 

took down. Then on the next 

block there are some other 

apartments. But the ones on 

Concordia, as you went up 

Concordia before you got to the 
Sister Shirley, Brother Ronald, Connie 

40 Dr. Earl S. Weber's office was located at 311 Newton Building 
41 Dr. Charles Williams' dental office was located at 627 Selby Avenue 
42 Super American is located at 970 University Avenue West. 
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doors for the apartment, there was a little store and you stepped down 

into this store. 

So one of the things that was really fun for my sister and my brother and I 

was that on Sundays-you know, Sunday was a big day, the big dinner 

and the big breakfast and everything, and then going to Sunday school 

and church. Then in the afternoon, for a special treat, not every Sunday, 

but frequently, my dad would give us money and we'd go there to this 

little store and we' d get our ice cream cones. Do you know how special 

that is when you're a little kid? 

KHC: Yes. 

CJP: Yes. So we did that. I mean, it was just the kids who lived around us. The 

kids down further would never walk that far for anything, if there 

wouldn't be no reason for it. But for us there, this was like our little special 

store, and so it was fun to go there. 

KHC: You said there was a big breakfast, a big lunch, a big

CJP: A big dinner. 

KHC: Can you give us kind of a detail of what your Sunday would look like? 

CJP: Well, what we would have for breakfast, and, see, we had - this was when 

my stepmother was with us. She believed that people should learn good 

manners, so every meal was a lesson. During that week for the evening 

meal, which we usually had at seven, in the dining room, one of my jobs 

was to set the table-the silverware, the napkins. We had napkin rings so 

that we could identify our own napkins. Then when my dad carne home, 

we had dinner, and all the plates were set in front of him, and he served 
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our plates and passed them. We had to learn to keep this hand in your lap, 

and your beverage is on the right, and all of these things were part of our 

socialization. She did it on purpose, because she said, "You never know 

who you're going to have to have dinner with or something, so you need 

to learn how to act." If we had a salad, you had a salad fork, as well as a 

dinner fork. If we had dessert, if there was a hot beverage-so there were 

several utensils there. You know this. So we had to learn to use them, a 

soup spoon and all of this. 

Do you know, that really came in handy as an adult, because you'd go to 

the dinner with the governors-and I have-and mayors and people like 

that, so you're not fumbling to figure out which fork to use, which knife to 

use, or anything like that. Because this has been ingrained in you from the 

time you were a child, · to the point where she even had certain topics that 

we couldn't talk about at the table because she said it wasn't "dinner table 

talk.' I mean, she was really pretty strict. But in all, I didn't appreciate it 

then, but I can see how important that was to have that kind of 

childrearing. So there were things. 

So on Sunday morning she would slice grapefruit and oranges and put 

them in a bowl, and then we would have-most of the time we'd have 

waffles, which was a special treat because during the week we had cereal 

and sausage or bacon or whatever. So it was a nice meal on Sunday, also 

eaten in the dining room. 
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Then after that, you know, the regular things people had, chicken and 

roast and different kinds of pork, beef, whatever. So it was a full dinner on 

Sunday because it was special, considered to be special days and you're 

supposed-it was just the thing to do that we did. 

KHC: Now, between breakfast and dinner, you would go to church? 

CJP: We went to church, went to Sunday School and church, and then came 

back and had dinner. 

KHC: Would you have guests over for dinner sometimes? 

CJP: Sometimes. Sometimes. But regardless, we had to perform appropriately. 

If there was anybody there, that was the idea. Yes. 

KHC: And you still stayed dressed up from church? 

CJP: No, you changed your clothes. 

KHC: Changed clothes after church? 

CJP: I think I told you, we had three sets of clothes. You had clothes for play, 

you had clothes for school, and you had clothes for Sunday best, and 

never the I twain shall meet. You did not wear your play clothes to church 

or to school. 

KHC: But you could take your church clothes off before you had Sunday 

dinner? 

CJP: Yes. Now, one thing we could not do when we were teenagers, my sister 

and I, and it could be lOO-and-something in August and we might be 

running around in shorts during the day, you know, summer vacation, 

running around in shorts, my stepmother would say, before my dad came 

home, to get out of those shorts and put on a skirt before you come to 
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dinner, so we did. We just accepted it. We knew everybody didn't do this, 

but it was necessary at our house, so we did that. 

KHC: So dinner was still a little bit more dressed up. You wouldn't just be 

working in the yard and have-

CJP: Actually, it didn't have to be if it was summer vacation, that dressed up. 

No, we could wear our play clothes if they were neat and whatever. But 

we didn't have to dress up, except we did have to put on a skirt if we had 

on shorts, for dinner. 

KHC: A little bit more formal. 

CJP: Yes. Let's see. What else was I going to tell you about? I've got some notes 

here. Oh, did anybody tell you about the Chatsworth Inn?43 

KHC: No. 

CJP: Okay. That was like the hub in the neighborhood. It was on Chatsworth 

and Rondo. I'm surprised somebody didn't tell you about it. 

KHC: Not yet. 

CJP: Oh, right on the comer of Chatsworth and Rondo, and it was a place for 

the adults to go and do whatever. It was right there. A lot of the people in 

the neighborhood and some of the people from around carne there. I'm 

not sure how long it was there, but a long time, I think. That's why I'm 

surprised somebody didn't tell you about it. 

KHC: Would you go there and eat, ever? 

CJP: You didn't eat there. People went there and got drinks. And we were kids, 

so we wouldn't go there. 

KHC: So it was more of a tavern? 

43 Chatsworth Inn was located 979 Rondo at Chatsworth. 
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CJP: Yes. Yes. I'm surprised somebody didn't tell you about it. 

KHC: No. I have some notes of Jim Williams',44 Goodman's,45 Booker T's,46 

Walker's.47 

CJP: An<;l nobody said anything about it. Well, see, those are all down at the 

other end. 

KHC: Okay. Those are down in Cornmeal Valley. 

CJP: Yes. 

KHC: This is up in Oatmeal Hill. 

CJP: Oh, yes. Yes. But I'm sure some of the people who lived in Cornmeal 

Valley came there. I'm sure of that. That's why I'm surprised nobody told 

you about it. 

KHC: Would people do a lot of traveling between Cornmeal Valley and Oatmeal 

Hill? 

CJP: A certain amount. I know we would go, in the summertime, we went to 

Vacation Bible School, and it was down on Farrington and, I think, Saint 

Anthony. The director, Mrs. Josephine Hagen, was a friend. She and her 

husband were good friends of my dad's, so we went. Now, a lot of the 

kids around - none of the kids on our block, except us, or even some of 

the kids that were a few blocks away, went there. The kids that were 

down in the part that you call more deep Rondo went there. So we 

traveled from where we were, which is a long trip when you're a kid, and 

we went for three weeks to Vacation Bible School. Because I can remember 

44 Jim Williams' Tavern was at 560 St. Anthony and was notable for being the first Black restaurant in Minnesota to 
have a legal liquor license. 
45 Goodman's Tavern was located at 318 Rondo at Farrington. Noni Goodman was the owner. 
46 Booker T. Barbeque Rib, owned by Mance Ellis and named for his son, was located at 381 Rondo at Western. 
47 Walker's Keystone Bar and Hotel was at 379 Carroll. 
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we used to go there, and we had this thing, I think I told you that we had 

to check out dog territory. Did I tell you this? 

KHC: No. 

CJP: People did not confine their dogs, and so what we did as kids was check 

out-there were some blocks where the dogs were out and they were kind 

of ferocious. I don't know if they would have bit us, but they sure made us 

think they would. So we would say, "Well, we're not going down this 

street," or, "If we go down this street, we're going to walk on that side of 

the street," you know, so we'd be safe. If you know where Farrington is. 

That's quite a ways, right? So it was like going through enemy territory to 

get down there. 

Some of the kids who lived down in Cornmeal Valley were resentful and 

said, "You think you're cute because you live in Oatmeal Hill." Well, man, 

that didn't mean anything to us. A few times they chased us back up the 

street. [Laughs] But anyway, that was just some of the hazards that you 

went through. They didn't hurt us, but we ran. 

But we would get down to Welcome Ha1l48 and we had this whole 

ceremony where you were supposed to be there in time to walk in with-

48Welcome Hall Community Center was located at 321 Saint Anthony at Farrington. It was founded in 1916 next to 
Zion Presbyterian Church , a Black mission congregation, by several White Presbyterian congregations and under the 
leadership of Rev. and Mrs. George Camp. This community center was ahead of its time. It housed a health clinic, 
library, club-sewing rooms, bible classes, a girls club, gym and the first day-care facility in the Black community. It also 
had a stage where many shows were given about Black life. The center taught Christian values and operated Snail 
Lake Camp north of Saint Paul during the summer. They also administered Ober Boys Club. Sometime after 1960, 
these clubs became part of The Boys and Girls Clubs of America. 
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well, the flag ceremony, the American flag and the Christian flag. So 

you're supposed to fall in line and go in, and we were usually breathless 

by the time we got there, because we had to be there as close to on time as 

possible. Then there would be kind of like a service or whatever, and then 

they would separate us into classes and we would go to Bible study and 

things like that. 

At the end of the three weeks we would go to Snail Lake Camp. Have you 

heard of Snail Lake Camp? 

KHC: Yes. 

CJP: Okay. We went there for a week. The first year I went, I was five, and my 

dad sent me because he knew Mrs. Hagen real well and she was the camp 

director. I cried, and I guess I cried, and so she called him and he carne 

and got me. My sister stayed because she was older, and I carne horne. But 

the next year I was ready to go back, and I· went every year after that, 

because I loved camp. The only time I cried after that was when it was 

time to corne horne. 

KHC: What all would you do at camp? 

CJP: Well, we would swim and we'd have different kinds of outings and 

activities, craft activities and things like that. 

KHC: Did you stay in cabins or in tents? 

CJP: No, dormitory. 

KHC: And it was mostly all Black kids? 

CJP: It was all Black kids then. Things were segregated. 
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KHC: So would there be weeks that the White kids were there? 

CJP: I don't know what they did when we were there. They may. I'm sure they 

did, but noneof them were there when we were there. We'd stay a week. I 

loved camp. After my first experience, I loved it. In fact, I just loved my 

camp counselor and thought she was adorable, and wanted to be a camp 

counselor when I grew up, you know, it was that much fun for me. Well, 

there were things I didn't like. Somebody, one of the older kids in camp, 

put a snake in your bed and then you screamed and cried and things like 

that, but for the most part, I really liked it. 

KHC: How old was your camp counselor? 

CJP: I think she was a college student, because I know she got her degree in 

library science. She used to be a librarian at the Lexington Branch Library, 

which is what the Centre Theater is now, the Lexington Branch Library.49 

We hated to see the theater go, but we wrote letters, because my kids-I 

was married and I had kids then, and we used to go every two weeks to 

the Saint Paul Public Library, the children's room, and we'd read books 

there, and then we'd take books out. Then my kids decided that-on my 

library card - that they wanted their own library cards. I said, "Well, you 

have to learn to write your name in order to get your card." So they 

practiced and learned to write their names, so then we could get more 

books. So we did that all the time, we Were thrilled when they put the 

library out there. We'd go there and get our books at the library. 

49 Lexington Branch Outreach Library, located at 1080 University Avenue, was opened June 5, 1967. The building 
\was previously the Centre Theater. In 2005 this Library was moved to 461 Dale Street North and renamed the Rondo 
Community Branch Outreach Library. 
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KHC: When you were at Snail Lake, what years did you go-do you know how 

many years you went up' there? 

CJP: Yes. Maybe till about eleven or-I don't know. Really, that's a long time 

ago. But then after that, my dad sent us to another camp. It was called 

Saint ,and this camp we went through Hallie Q. Brown, and that is on 

Saint Croix near Hinckley, Minnesota. So that's where that camp was, and 

we'd stay ten days there. 

KHC: That was long. 

CJP: Yes, and more expensive. But my dad would send my sister and I to that 

camp. Then we had cabins and a counselor in each cabin. We had an 

outside latrine, which was just-you hated to go, especially if you had to 

go at night and nobody would go with you. The deer used to come up and 

scratch their antlers on our cabin, and they said there were bears, and so 

you really hated to go. You really, half the night you were sitting there, "I 

wonder if somebody else has to go." My sister wouldn't go with me, 

because she didn't have to go to the bathroom, and nobody else seemed to 

have to go at night except me. So I mean, there I was, if it got really bad, I 

had to crawl out of bed and go by myself. But yes, that was an experience. 

But that was fun. 

Except here there were four units. We were like Campsite D. There was A, 

B, and C, who were all White girls. It was not integrated. It was three of 

them and they came from some of the other community centers, Merriam 

Park and Merrick and some of the other community centers in Saint Paul. 

But they did not integrate us. We were all apart. 
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KHC: So you did everything separate, but you would see the other kids, the 

White kids? 

CJP: Well, we ate in the same dining room. 

KHC: At the same time? 

CJP: Of course. Yes, they couldn't serve different times for that. But their 

activity was separate from ours, except the last night we'd have a joint 

meeting. We had the biggest lodge, so all of them would come over to our 

lodge and then we'd have singing and camp songs and a big fire .and 

things like that. 

KHC: Would they do different things-Merriam Park-

CJP: I have no idea. We were busy with our own activity. You know, there was 

no point in trying to check out what they were doing. 

KHC: I was just curious if they were just keeping you separate because you were 

Black or-

CJP: Yes. Yes. That's exactly it. 

KHC: Probably the other three campsites then probably did more things 

together. 

CJP: I have no idea, because we didn't even concern ourselves with that. 

KHC: Were your staff all Black? 

CJP: No, we had a mixed staff. We had some counselors that were not Black, 

yes. 

KHC: At Snail Lake did you have an all-Black staff? 
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CJP: Yes. Yes. So I think we went there probably three years. Then that 

campsite is still there, Saint John's Landing.50 

But when my kids got ready to go to camp, Hallie Q. Brown was using a 

camp on the other side of the Saint Croix called Head of the Rapids, and 

they went there as campers, young campers. I believe in camping. That 

was one of the camps I used to send my kids to. They usually went to 

several during the summer, especially my son51 who loved camping. In 

fact, his last camping experience was an overseas trip to Germany, 

Switzerland, Italy, and then the last week there they camped on the island 

of Sardinig with Italian campers. 

See, my son was the only minority in the group, and interestingly enough, 

he had started taking German in the seventh grade, and he was at Peik 

Hall52 at the University of Minnesota. You' re familiar with that, that 

consolidated with Marshall High? But this was when it was still Peik Hall. 

He started in the seventh grade out there and decided he would take 

German, and took it all the way through high school, up through the 

twelfth grade. His German was better than all of the White people. There 

were two White youth workers with five White boys, six White girls, and 

Scotty was the interpreter in Germany and Switzerland for them. But that 

50 Saint John's Landing was a camp run by Hallie Q. Brown Community Center and was located in Saint Croix Park 
outside of Hinckley. Later it was renamed Head of the Rapids. 
51 Son, Scott Price was born February 28, 1954. 
52 University High School, located at 159 Pillsbury Drive S.E. in Minneapolis, had an outstanding reputation and was 
located on the campus of the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis. It was a place for University students to do their 
student teaching and for faculty and students from the University to explore teaching methods. The building now is 
Peik Hall. 
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shows you, if people have an opportunity, they can do anything. So he 

spent that summer in Europe and he was seventeen. 

KHC: What a great experience. 

CJP: Yes. Yes. But when they were campers at Head of the Rapids, they started 

integrating the campsites, putting White girls and White boys and mixing 

them all up. Our kids did not like it. My daughter53 said they just were 

not happy. They liked it the way it was, maintain the status quo. Have 

you ever heard of Janabelle Taylor? 

KHC: Yes, I have. What year would this be? 

CJP: It was probably in the sixties. Probably in the sixties. J anabelle was the 

camp director and she said, "You will integrate." She just sat my daughter 

and all those other little girls down and tell them, "These girls are going to 

move in here, and you are going to be nice to them." [Laughs] They did 

not want to have anything to do with them. But they finally decided they 

were not going to keep people segregated and separate. They were going 

to have to learn to live together. And they started it, yes, at that time. 

KHC: Well, it's interesting that it was your daughter, a Black child, who liked it 

the way it was. 

CJP: Well, sure, they all did. All of the Black girls did. They went to school 

together, went to Saint Peter Claver.54 Most of them went to school 

together, and at that time most of the kids at Saint Peter Claver were 

53 Daughter Jan Price. 
54Saint Peter Claver Catholic Church began as a mission in 1889 initially meeting in a rented church on Market Street 
in downtown. A new building was erected for the segregated Black congregation at 322 Aurora at Farrington in 1892. 
After the new school and convent were built, a new church building was completed at 375 Oxford at Saint Anthony in 
1957. The church is named for Peter Claver who was canonized by Pope Leo XIII in 1988 for his work with the African 
Negro of Spanish America. 
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Black. There were Black nuns there. But an experience my daughter had 

was she noticed there was, I'm not sure how many other White kids there 

were, but not many at Saint Peter Claver, but they were part of the parish, 

and so some of them, their parents sent them to Saint Peter Claver. 

There's one little White girl in Jan's class and nobody would have 

anything to do with her. They wouldn't play with her, they wouldn't pick 

her for teams or anything. So Jan came home, she's probably in about the 

third grade, and said, "Mom, you know what? Nobody will play with her 

and she's just standing around by herself." 

I said, "Jan, this is the experience I had at Hill School, where nobody 

wanted to pick me for their team, they did not want to hold my hand or 

have anything to do with me. I had the reverse experience. I want you, I 

don't care what anybody else does, to be friendly and spend time with 

her.' She did. She did. 

So I mean, okay, camping was one thing, and it wasn't that they wouldn't 

like going or whatever, but it was that that's the way they'd been for years 

and they wanted to maintain the status quo. But she realized herself it 

wasn't right to ignore this little girl. 
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KZ: What year was Jan born? 

CJP: 1952. 

Young mother Connie 
With daughter Jan and son Scott 

KZ: Were you living in Minneapolis then or were you still living-

CJP: Saint Paul. Actually, my husband and I moved to Minneapolis when we 

got married. He was from there; he was born and raised in Minneapolis. 

I'm was born and raised in Saint Paul. But we moved to Minneapolis after 

we got married and lived over there for a while, but I kind of liked living 

in Saint Paul. 

KHC: Did you come back to the Rondo neighborhood when you moved back to 

Saint Paul? 

CJP: Yes. Yes. 

KZ: Where did you live then? 

CJP: Well, we lived several places. One was on Iglehart and Chatsworth, we 

had an apartment there. Another time we were on Central and Dale, and 

Carroll and Chatsworth. You know, we were renting then, so we rented 

several places until we bought our first house. 

But, my family's house, 1021 Rondo was. 

KHC: Were family members still living there? 
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CJP: Yes, my father and my stepmother. Yes. Oh, no, we were really displaced, 

and I'm talking about a house that had been in the family since, I'm sure, 

1919, 1920. So, yes, we were d~splaced. They took our house. They also 

took, the Rangh Court Apartments-some townhouses. There was an 

empty lot on Chatsworth and Rondo that we used to play baseball up 

there, and my uncle and several of his friends bought the lot and had a 

contractor design townhouses for them, and they had two rows of 

townhouses, very nice. The thing about it is, there was still a lot of 

discrimination on housing, and the housing, those townhouses were nice, 

and a lot of the people who moved there were professionals who carne to 

town, and it was good housing for them. So a lot of the people that lived 

there were newly arrived professionals and they rented those townhouses 

from my uncle and his friends. That was taken, too. See, they were told by 

the city that the freeway wasn't going to go that way. That's why they 

built there. They were only up, I think, ten years and-have you ,met 

Marvin Anderson? 

KHC: I have spoken with him on the phone. 

CJP: Okay. That's my cousin. 

KHC: Oh, okay. 

CJP: And it was his father who was one of the people that built those 

townhouses there, and they were told that it wasn't going to go that way, 

because they weren't sure where it was going to go. Years later I was 

doing some volunteer work with Summit-University Planning Council. 

KHC: I've been on it. 

CJP: Oh, yes. Their organizer - and I can't 
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remember his name [Greg Finzell. 55] -told me one time that he was 

meeting with someone who had been a city 

official years ago, and how they got together 

and decided where the freeway was going to go, 

and laughed about it, said, "Well, we'll get those 

niggers," and had a big celebration over at the 

hotel across from City Hall above there 

KHC: Do you remember who the organizer was? 

CJP: No, I don't. 

KHC: Do you remember what year this was, or what 

year span it might have been? 

CJP: It was probably in the Seventies when he was 

there. Good organizer. Really good. In fact, 

he was the one-are you familiar with the Rondo 

Trust, the housing? 

KHC: Rondo Land Trust? 

CJP: Yes. I can't remember his name. I'm blocking 

on his name. But he's the one that really helped 

get that together. 

KHC: A Black man? 

CJP: Oh, no, he's White. 

KHC: White man? 

SAINT PAUL PJONEER,.,PR!lSS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY9. 1'993 

Construction of 1-94 between 
Capitol and downtown St. Paul, 
fall 1965. 

Freeway location 
The article Jan, 18 about the lo

cation of 1-94 through st. Paul did 
not discuss the real reasons for this 
location. 

George Herrold was not the only 
one objecting to the proposed free
way's location, Long before Mr. 
~errold there were many local en
gmeers, state and federal engi
neers, planners and others who 
strongly felt the freeway should be 
lo<o~ted miles north of the capitol. 

However, the downtown business
men, Chamber of Commerce· and 
the City Council felt that it would 
be good for business if the new 
freeway were located clOse as pos. 
sible to ' the doW!l!Own aree. Also, 
George Shepard, then the powerlui 
city engineer, street and highway 
coordinator and planner (before the 
days of urban renewal) wanted fo · 
clear !Jut the: '''slwns'' along Rondo . 
Avenue. The state Legislature · 
wanted to remove the "sll1Illli" 
south of the Capitol for expansion, 

. access to and enhancement of the 
Capitol grounds. . 
. So, the downtown business inter

ests, City Council and state Legisla
ture successfully ' lobbied for the 
freeway location as now built. The 
freeway location was a .political de
sign - not an engineering one, " 

. CLAUSE TlIOMPSON 
. ST. PAUL 

• The writer, now retired, was assis'· · 
tant to Shepard from the late 19505 
to the early I 960s. He also was ' 
head of the St. Paul public works, 
street design division for many yea.!Si--' 

55 Greg Finzell is the person who had the conversation with Dr. Price. When this oral historian spoke to him he recalled 
being in a meeting in 1980-1981 when a man, who had been a government official, recounted over hearing another 
government official describe how Highway 1-94 was put down Rondo Avenue instead of the alternative choice down the 
railroad tracks behind the Capital- hooking up to Pierce Butler Route. He stated that at the time this was known as 
"slum clearance." 
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CJP: Yes. He may still be there with them. As you know, they bought these 

houses for a dollar, and you can see them up and down Iglehart and 

Carroll. Really, they did a nice job with them, because they had open 

houses several times, and I went to see the houses. They did a great job. 

KHC: So this organizer had talked to a city official who had said, "We're going 

to get them"? 

CJP: Well, what he said was, "We're just going to take that and get rid of the 

niggers," you know, or something to that effect, and they laughed about it 

and drank themselves probably silly over at the hotel. 

KHC: [In 1993 a letter was sent to the Pioneer Press stating the same information 

as Mr. Finzell had.] 

What year did you find out that they were going to corne right down 

Rondo? Do you have a sense? 

CJP: It was in the fifties. I mean, there's so much going on, you don't keep 

dates. 

KHC: I know. 

CJP: You don't keep dates. I don't, unless it's something really significant. But, 

no, they took our house. 

KHC: How long did you know before they actually did the eviction? 

CJP: You know, I was married and living someplace else, so my dad handled 

all of that, so I don't know when they were told, because that was eminent 

domain when they do that. I didn't know the particulars of that and he 

didn't discuss it with us. 

KHC: Where did your family go? Did they have trouble finding another-
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CJP: They bought a house on Aurora and Chatsworth. The house is still there. 

KHC: They stayed fairly close, then? 

CJP: Oh, yes. 

KHC: Did they feel they got a fair settlement from the city, or were they-

CJP: My dad didn't discuss things like that, so I have no idea if he thought it 

was fair or not. 

KHC: Was your dad involved, or do you know anyone that was involved, in 

trying to stop the freeway going through? 

CJP: Well, I'm sure, like, my uncle and his associates, because they had just put 

those townhouses and they had talked to them. But there were some other 

locations that were considered, but they felt this was the best one, and so 

they did it. 

KHC: How did the community feel when - I mean, do you remember a sense of 

the community? 

CJP: Well, I think a lot of people felt betrayed because they had lied, and it 

showed you that they had still that feeling that still a lot of White people 

have, that we're not even human beings, and so why should you consider 

our feelings or our livelihood or our welfare or anything? 

KHC: Did the community change, the sense of the Black community change? 

CJP: Oh, it changed. They went down the middle of it. They took everything 

away on that side of Rondo, so it changed and the dynamics would 

change with that. A lot of the people moved away, out of the 

neighborhood .. No, it changed considerably, really. 

KHC: Do you remember some of the ways that the Black community changed 

because of this? 
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CJP: Well, you know, we didn't have the businesses up and down Rondo that 

we had, so that you had to go other places for goods and services. 

Anytime you do something like this, the dynamics change. Where it had 

been a very cohesive, you know, close community-I mean, so what did 

they have, Oatmeal Hill and Cornmeal Valley, people still felt you were 

part of the same community. But with that, with many people having to 

scramble and find other housing someplace else, the dynamics changed. 

It's intangible. I can't really tell you. I just know it was different. 

KHC: You were real clear that it was different. 

CJP: Yes. 

KHC: Now, I know that retired Chief Griffin felt that there were advantages, 

because you couldn't get good money for your houses on Rondo anyway. 

And there are others that said that it wasn't-

CJP: I don't know what they offered people. I have no idea, so I can't say yes or 

no or anything. I had no involvement with any of that. They probably 

cheated them. 

KHC: There seems to be two different views of if it was a-

CJP: Do some people feel that they got enough money for their house, or what? 

KHC: Apparently, some people did, and that they hadn't been able to sell their 

house and get any money out of it before, because some of the real estate 

was going down in quality, that it hadn't been kept up as well. 

CJP: Well, I thought the houses were kept up really well. I know where I lived 

they were kept up. 

KHC: Well, it could have been that Cornmeal Valley was-
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CJP: Might have been. Well, see, a lot of that was rental housing down there. 

I'm not sure how many people owned their houses down there. Then you 

had people who were more newly arrived to Saint Paul, and they had to 

find employment, they carne with families. So when you have to take care 

of your family it comes first, food, shelter, clothes, things like that, how 

much repair can you do on your house? You take care of the priorities 

first. 

KHC: People were still having a challenge getting jobs. 

CJP: Oh, listen, we're in terrible shape right now. When you see what's 

happening at the state, you know, whoever is not going to get their 

salaries frozen and reduced and their health benefits raised, are going to 

get laid off. We're talking about professional people. 

KHC: Of course, this was after the war. My understanding is there were a lot 

more Blacks that moved to Minnesota after World War II. 

CJP: That's right. Have you seen the statistics? Because there was like one 

decade we lost people instead of gaining, and there were only a few 

thousand. This is for the state. I know when I was working on my 

master's, I was working on a project and I went to the old History Center 

to do some research, and like most people do, when you get there, you 

don't just do the research on your topic, you get involved with other 

things as well. So it was at that time that whatever I was looking through, 

I found the statistics from I800-something to the current time. And I think 

it was a decade of the Thirties to the Forties, we had fewer people at the 

end of the decade than we had at the beginning of the decade. There were 

very few of us here. We didn't even make up one percent of the state 
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population for a long time. But they came after, and most of them didn't 

come until-1960 is when people really started coming in here. 

But before that, because I had relatives in Minneapolis and friends in 

Minneapolis, we knew most people, you went someplace and you knew 

just about everybody that was there, whether it was Minneapolis or Saint 

Paul, or they knew you, they knew your parents or grandparents or 

whatever. But then after that, we started seeing new people that we didn't 

know. 

One of the things that happened then-how shall I say this? Most of the 

people that came then were hard-working people. Some of them were 

professionals, and whether they got a job in their field or not, most of 

them didn't because of discrimination. More stable families. What we 

have now are not a people who are moving here-I mean, folks that are 

even homeless, and we've had lots of problems with them bringing those 

problems with them, coming from the big cities, because of what's 

happened to them there. Like from Gary, Indiana, when their industry 

went down drain, or Detroit when the auto industry went down. You 

know, different places. Then a lot of people come from places like 

Chicago, who are gang members and little women who have children and 

they're single and they come here looking for assistance, rather than 

coming here prepared to work, with the understanding that they had to 

provide for themselves. 

KHC: Now, when you were in your early marriage, were you working then? 
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CJP: Yes. 

KHC: What were you working in when you were first married? 

CJP: Well, wherever I could work. I know when we were in Minneapolis, I 

went to Honeywell because we lived in north Minneapolis, and I could 

walk there, so I thought, well, this is a good place to work and it was a 

factory. The man that interviewed me read my application and said, "We 

can't hire you." And I said, "Why?" He said, "Well, I see you have a 

couple years of college." Because I had dropped out of the University to 

get married. "And you'd be disruptive on the line." 

Well, I didn't even know what the line was, and I'm sure-I'm this meek, 

mild little person. All I wanted was a job so we could have money. He 

said, "Nope, I won't hire you because you'd cause a problem," and he 

wouldn't. I thought when I left there, I thought, "Now, is it because I'm 

Black, or is it because I have two years of university, or is it both?" That's 

the kind of thing that happened to us. 

I went other places and they'd let you fill out an application, and then 

before they left the room, they'd throw it in the wastebasket in front of 

your face. So the only job I got after that, and I hated it, there was a 

department store called Powers56 in Minneapolis, in the beauty shop, I 

was like the maid, and I had to clean up all of that stuff. I hated it. At that 

time they had all these smells. You know how they put the stuff on the 

women's hair. It was awful, I thought, but it was the only job I could get. 
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KHC: Now, this would have been in the early fifties? 

CJP: Yes. 

KHC: How long did you stay there? 

CJP: Maybe a year, and then that's when I decided I'd move back to Saint Paul. 

KHC: Where did you work in Saint Paul when you came back to Saint Paul? 

CJP: Miller Hospital. They had just integrated. You know, a lot of people don't 

know what we went through. They had just-the Urban League,57 and 

they had the Urban League. [Sterling Vincent] Owens was the Urban 

League director. He started really aggressively going after businesses and 

organizations, and the hospital was one of the places that he got them to 

hire nurse aides, and that's where I worked. 

KHC: As a nurses' aide? 

CJP: Yes. 

KHC: How long did you stay there? 

CJP: Oh, I stayed there a long time. In fact, I stayed there maybe ten years. 

KHC: So, until about the Sixties? 

CJP: Yes. 

KHC: How old were you when you went back and got your bachelor's, Dr. 

Price? 

56 Powers Mercantile Co. was located on Nicollet Avenue at 5th Street in downtown Minneapolis. Their city page listing 
notes they are a department store. 
5? The Urban League has served the Black community since 1923 as a human service advocacy organization . The 
Urban League addresses issues of quality employment, housing, education, and health care. The Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis agencies were combined until 1938. Saint Paul offices were initially located in various buildings downtown 
until the late 1960's when they moved into their own building at 401 Selby Avenue, four blocks south of the Rondo 
Corridor. 
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CJP: Well, I was in my thirties. But I always decided that I needed to finish 

that. I had an aunt, one of my father's sisters, who just said, "You cannot 

go on like this. You got to get that degree." 

KHC: Did you go right after that for a master's? 

CJP: No. What I did was, I still had to work, so I took extension classes. I took 

night classes. My first class, and one of my cousins, actually, Marvin 

Anderson's sister had started back. She'd dropped out and got married, 

too. We had these delusions that we were going to get married, live in a 

little white house with a picket fence and be happy every second, and 

never have to work, so we didn't need a degree. Wrong. [Laughs] 

So she started back before I did, and she said, "Listen. I'm going to take 

this sociology class. Why don't you come and take it with me." I said, 

"Okay." So we took the class, we had a great teacher, and at the end of the 

class, I had an A and she had a C. So really that's just a big boost for your 

ego, and I thought, "Oh, wow, next quarter I'll take two classes.' So I did. I 

got up to three classes, and most of my classes were taken in extension, 

you know, correspondence and extension classes and night classes. Then I 

took six months off to finish. 

KHC: So did you get your bachelor-because you have a Ph.D. 

CJP: A doctorate in public administration. Yes, my undergraduate degree is in 

sociology and urban affairs. My master's degree is in urban and regional 

studies. 

KHC: Where did you get that from? 

CJP: [Minnesota State University] Mankato. 
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KHC: What year was that, about? 

CJP: Oh, gee, it was in the Seventies, because I got my doctorate in 1982. 

Mankato invited me back to teach. I taught ten years as an adjunct in 

urban studies at Mankato. In fact, I went down and interviewed. You 

know, that two-day marathon where they have you meet with everybody 

from the students to the president, and team teach your class and that 

whole thing? I really I do like to teach. I really do. And I had great 

students at Mankato. Afterwards, they told me how much the salary was. 

I couldn't afford to go there. It was less than what I was making. I was in 

Hennepin County, making a pretty good salary. This would have been a 

huge cut for me, and so I told them, I said, "You know, 1'd really like to 

corne here, but I can't afford it." 

Knowing me, 1'd be on the road most of the time. If there was something 

going on here, 1'd be back and forth to the Twin Cities. "Oh, I got to go up 

and do that," you know. Plus, they have no parking down there. So I 

didn't take it, but I stayed on until I got sick. 

In fact, I even went back after I had my transplant and taught some classes 

for Mankato. 58 So I taught there for about ten years. 

Then I taught at Metropolitan State [University]. I was a member of the 

community faculty for about seventeen years. 
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KHC: You went to the University of Minnesota? 

President of 
Metropolitan State 

University Dr. 
Reatha Clark King 

With 
Dr. Connie Price 

CJP: I went to the University. I had a couple of experiences there. I was on the 

Saint Paul campus, because I thought I wanted to be a dietician, so I was 

enrolled in the College of Horne Economics, and the only African 

American student on the campus. One of the things that happened was, 

that summer my name had been given to a student who was a Horne Ec 

student, and I got a letter from her saying she was going to be my big 

sister and help me get familiar with the campus and everything, which 

would be very helpful. She sent a picture of herself with a little prom 

dress on and everything and said, "I will get in touch with you." Well, 

somehow between the summer and fall she found out that I was Black. I 

never heard from her at all. At all. So, you know, at which point, when 

you're Black, you know about these things. 

But the other thing was, Horne Ec has a sorority for Horne Ec students, 

and usually most everybody gets invited to join. Well, I went. And my 

only friend on the campus was a Japanese student. So here we went to this 

58 Dr. Price was on the adjunct faculty at Mankato State University / Minnesota State University - Mankato where she 
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little gathering where they really wouldn't talk to me at all, and we never 

got another response from them. 

I mean, that was the loneliest time in my life, was being on that campus, 

because the teachers weren't that friendly, the students certainly ignored 

you, and it was unpleasant. It was part of the reason why-it wasn't just 

that I wanted to get married, but I thought, "Do I need to be this miserable 

all the time?" 

But back to Greek Week. They had this big celebration at the old Prom59 • 

Remember where the Prom was on University? 

KHC: Yes. 

CJP: All of the fraternities and sororities were supposed to be invited. Well, I 

had pledged AKA 60 - [Alpha Kapha Alpha Sorority], a sorority that is now 

part of the graduate chapter, but the Black sororities and fraternities were 

not invited. We couldn't go to the Prom. 

KHC: And this would have been in the forties that they were doing this? 

CJP: Like 1949, '50. Yes, somewhere around there. Yes. But those were some of 

the things that-

KHC: At the time were you angry or very aware of this or just kind of

CJP: No, we were aware. 

KHC: Was there an acceptance of, "Well, this is just the way it is," or-

taught for several yeas in the Urban and Regional Studies Department. 
59 PROM Ballroom called itself "Home of the Name Bands" and was located at 1190 University Avenue. 
60 In 1908, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. became America's first Greek-letter organization established by Black 
college women at Howard University. Alpha Kappa Alpha gradually branched out and became the channel through 
which selected college-trained women improved the socioeconomic conditions in their city, state, nation, and the world. 
AKA is recognized as one of the most prestigious Black sororities. 
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CJP: Somewhat. It's the way it always had been, you know. We knew there 

were a lot of people that really didn't believe we were human and made 

sure we knew that. So you knew that. 

KHC: Because in the South they' re already beginning to have rumblings, and 

they're beginning to march, and the Selma bus boycott has taken place. 

Were you aware of those things going on? 

CJP: Oh, I was involved. Every time they had a march in the South, we 

boycotted the Woolworth61 store, Kresge's62 store, different places around 

here. Almost every week we had a march at the Capitol in support. We 

could go in Kresge' s and we could eat at the counter, or Woolworth's, and 

we could buy our food, we could try on clothes, which they couldn' t do in 

the South. But this was in support of what was happening there. Very 

much involved. 

I joined the Urban League Guild, and at the time, in the late fifties, the 

group, a lot of the members of the Guild were White women, and we'd 

have teas. That's how I really got involved, was through these Urban 

League teas that were integrated, where we could talk to these people. 

But then when things started really getting heated up, I started getting 

more involved, and that's how I ended up on the march on Washington. 

In 1962 I went south for the first time in my life, to Atlanta, Georgia. The 

NAACP, the ~ational, had decided that they were going to go south for 

61 F. W. Woolworth Company, 5 cents to $1.00 department store had several locations in the 1940s and 1950s that 
included: 81 East Seventh Street, 438 Wabasha, 1088-90 University Avenue, 1624 White Bear Avenue, and 969-71 
Payne Avenue. 
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the first time for the national convention. They hadn't gone south there 

because there weren't places where we could stay, they didn't know how 

we would be tre(;lted, but they decided that they were going to do that. So 

they scheduled it. This was in 1962, the convention in Atlanta, and so we 

couldn't-there were no hotels. There was one Black motel, but there were 

no hotels that would let us come in as guests. So at the time there were 

six colleges, Morehouse, Clark, in Atlanta, and so we were assigned to 

Clark College, me and the president ' of the Saint Paul branch, and my 

girlfriend. I was a delegate, naturally our president was, but my friend 

just wanted to go because you have a lot of serious stuff going on in the 

day, but at night there were a lot of parties. We were young, you know. 

KHC: You were married? 

CJP: Yes. So I mean, because you were just going to go and talk to people. You 

weren't going to have orgies or anything like that; I certainly wasn't. 

But we got down there. So we made what we called our reservation at 

Clark College, and thought when we got down there we would have a 

place to stay. So we got on the train, and from here to Chicago - because 

my friend's brother was a waiter, so we got prime service on the train. 

Then when we got to Chicago, we had to change trains since we were 

going south. We got on the train from the south and things changed. 

There were fewer seats, and at the time it was over that Fourth of July 

holiday and people, Black people, who were from the South and who 

were living in the North, were going home to be with their relatives, and 

so the train was crowded. In fact, I didn't even have a seat. I sat in the 

62 Kresge's was located at 57 East Seventh Street in downtown. 
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restroom on my suitcase through the whole trip. But one of the good 

things about that-it wasn't comfortable-was I got a chance to talk to 

people who were from the South, and hear what they had to say and 

things like that. 

Well, we got into Atlanta. We got off the train and went into the station, 

and I saw my first "Colored," "White" sign, and there they were. The 

White section had nice seats and looked comfortable. The Black section 

was not comfortable, did not have nice seats. 

KHC: Just benches? 

CJP: Well, no, I guess there were a few rickety chairs or something, but it 

wasn't equal. The NAACP had set up a card table in the middle of the 

floor in the colored section, and there were two college students who were 

supposed to check us in and confirm our reservation at the various 

colleges. So we went up there, we said who we were, where we were 

from, where we were supposed to stay, and she checked through the list 

and couldn't find it. We said, "Well, we know where we're supposed to 

stay. We made this reservation months ago. It wasn't just a last-minute 

thing." She said, "I have nothing for you." 

The two of us had never been south in our entire lives. Our president had 

grown up in Mississippi and she could take this better than us, because 

she lived it for most of her life. So we decided we would get a cab and go 

out to Clark and beg some rooms. 
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We got a cab. The mayor of Atlanta had called all the White taxi drivers in 

and said, "This NAACP convention is coming here. The eyes of the 

country are going to be on Atlanta. We want you to pick up Black fares." 

We told him where we wanted to go and he said, "I don't know where 

that is. That's out in that colored section someplace." He literally took us 

out to what he said was the colored section and dropped us off. And there 

we were, three women with a lot of luggage. So there we were 

surrounded by our luggage, trying to figure out what to do next. We had 

no idea what to do. Medgar Evers,63 you know who he was. 

KHC: Yes. Oh, of course. 

CJP: Okay. [Medgar] came by with-he was the field secretary for 

Mississippi-with his friend Bob, who was the field secretary for Florida 

for the NAACP. And so Medgar saw us standing on the corner, and we 

knew Medgar. He'd been in Saint Paul for a regional NAACP conference 

earlier and had been our keynote speaker, so we knew him. 

KHC: Who was your president? 

CJP: Allie Mae Hampton. 

Medgar told his friends, "Stop the car. I know those people." So he 

stopped the car, got out and said, "What are y' all doing here?" And we 

told him. Well, he got instantly angry, very angry. He put us in the car, 

piled all our luggage in, and took us over to Clark College, went to see 

63 Medgar Evers (1925 - 1963) was a hard working field secretary for the NAACP in Mississippi. His assassination in 
the front yard of his home on June 11 , 1963, galvanized the Civil rights Movement. After 30 years, in 1994, his killer 
was found guilty and jailed for the murder. 
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whoever it was in charge there, and to this day I have no idea what he 

said to them. He came back and said, "I've got 

two rooms for you." 

One day we got in the car, and he had James Meredith64 in the car, and 

this was before James Meredith was going to integrate the University of 

Mississippi. So we got in the car, and Medgar introduced my friend and I 

to James Meredith. Medgar said, "And they're from Minnesota.' And he 

said, "By way of what?" We didn't quite get what he meant at first, but in 

his mind you couldn't be Black and not be born in the South. And so 

Medgar said, "No, man, they were born in Minnesota." So it was hard for 

him to believe that. So he told us he was going to integrate the University 

of Mississippi. At the time, I was still taking some classes at the U, and I 

said, "0h, I graduated from the University and I'm still taking classes 

working on my degree," and we acted like it was the same thing. You 

know, okay, you're there, we're here. 

If you remember, three people got killed. He was supposed to go in July, 

at the beginning of the next summer session, and didn't, and didn't go in 

until October. 

64 James Meredith was born June 25, 1933. In 1961 twice his admission into the all White University of Mississippi was 
denied until a federal court ordered his admission. When federal Attorney General Robert Kennedy sent federal 
marshals in to protect Meredith there were riots where 160 marshals were wounded and two bystanders were killed. 
Meredith graduated from Old Miss in 1964. 
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I met Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.65 there and Coretta [Scott] King,66 and all 

kinds of people were there for this convention. 

KHC: It sounds like an incredible-

CJP: I spent most of the days we were there on the picket line, picketing the 

places where we couldn't eat or sleep. One of the places I picketed, along 

with some other people, of course, was a restaurant called the Pickwick 

Restaurant. Actually, the owner was Lester Maddox, who later became the 

governor of Georgia. 

We went there with our picket signs, and started walking up and down, 

and people would drive by and call us all kinds of derogatory things and 

names and things like that, so we'd keep walking. See, you signed pledges 

that you would be nonviolent, regardless of what happened. You would 

not strike back. You would not speak or anything. 

KHC: Did they give you training in nonviolence? 

CJP: The only thing they did was they had you sign - see, what they told us 

was, "Don't do anything. Just keep walking, keep silent," and that's all the 

training we needed. "Sign this pledge and say you agree to do this," and 

that was it. 

KHC: When you were marching up here in front of Woolworth's and Kresge's in 

support of the marches in Mississippi-

CJP: In support of the people. Not the marches; the people. 

65 Martin Luther King was born January 15, 1929 and assassinated in Memphis Tennessee on April 4, 1968 for his 
leadership in the civil rights movement. 
66 Coretta Scott King was born April 27, 1927 and majored in music and education at Antioch College. She married in 
1953 and by 1964 had four children that she raised besides her active involvement with the SCLC-Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. 
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KHC: The people. 

CJP: Yes, because they couldn't go in those places. 

KHC: Thank you. 

CJP: Yes. No, it wasn't the marches, it was the people. 

KHC: How many of you would be protesting up here? 

CJP: Well, it varied. Actually, my kids grew up on picket lines when they were 

really little. In fact, my son would say, 1/ Are we going to go picket today?" 

And he was little. 

KHC: I'm just trying to get kind of the picture. How often would there be 

protests here in Saint Paul that were supportive of people in the South? 

CJP: Well, some of it had dealt with-we're talking about a lot of years ago

with incidents that happened there and we'd do that. Then what we were 

also doing is trying to make sure that people in Minnesota realized that 

there were people without their rights and make them aware. So as I say, 

sometimes we were at the Capitol a couple times a month, and I can't tell 

you how often we went to some of these other places. 

I know at one point, my son was in the first grade, and I was a PTA officer 

and we were going to do a fundraiser, a style show. At that time the stores 

would loan you clothes for the style shows. So one of the members of the 

committee went to several stores and they said no. So then she went to 

Kresge's and there they said, "Yes, we will do this." She was all excited 

and came back and told me. I said, "I don't think we can take their 

clothes." She didn't understand, because she wasn't involved with the 
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civil rights movement. I said, "We're boycotting them and we can't use 

their clothes." 

At that time we had a field secretary, his name was Lenny, Leonard 

Carter, and he just kind of organized everything for the Twin City Metro 

Area Project. 

KHC: With the NAACP? 

CJP: Yes, the NAACP. So I talked to Lenny and I said, "Lenny, you know we're 

boycotting Kresge's, and they're the only store who's offered us clothes 

for our style show." And I said, "What I should do? I don't think we 

should do this." 

He said, "Well, under the circumstances, if you want to go ahead, go 

ahead. We'll understand." I decided no. Then this poor committee 

member who had worked so hard got [J. C.] Penney's to give us some 

clothes. So she kept working. She probably thought, "You idiot.' But she 

went on and we did some clothes from Penney's. 

KHC: Who was sponsoring this style show? 

CJP: The school PTA. 

KHC: So it was a school event. 

CJP: Right, a fundraiser for the schools. 

KHC: But mostly Black parents? 

CJP: Yes, a lot of Black parents. There were a number of White kids, but I don't 

know how many, what the percentage was, but mainly Black. 

KHC: Was the woman who was getting the clothes donated, was she Black? 
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CJP: Yes. Yes, she was. So there were things like that, that we had to deal with 

on a regular basis. So it came off okay. 

But my kids, they met people like Stokely Carmichael, 67 Ralph 

Featherstone,68 and people like that, who were with-

KHC: SNCC [Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee]? 

CJP: SNCC. Yes. See, the Twin Cities used to be R&R for some of those people, 

where they'd get them off the front line, they'd come here and stay, and 

then we'd get a chance to really share. They'd share a lot of stuff with us. 

KHC: I know that SNCC would send people around to raise money and so 

they'd come to the North to-

CJP: Yes, they came here, like Ralph Featherstone. Just to rest. He stayed with 

some friends of mine who were White, who lived in Minneapolis and 

were really involved in the civil rights movement. I remember I was over 

there one night and we actually had an argument, because it was the mid

Sixties when there were the disturbances in the cities-you know, Los 

Angeles, Detroit, places like that, and I thought, how awful. We' re 

supposed to be nonviolent. I was saying that, and he said, "Well, you 

know, you get to the top and there's a powder keg, and people explode 

and they get to the point where they can't do anything else.' And that was 

67 Stokley Carmichael (also known as Kwamne Thth-1941 -1998), joined SNCC-Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee in college, later becoming its chairperson. In 1968 he became Prime minister of the Black Panther Political 
Party. In 1969 he began is work for Pan Africanism, the belief that African people throughout he world should unite. He 
made his home in Guinea after1969. 
68 Ralph Featherstone was born May 26, 1939 and passed in when his car was blown up in Maryland in March 1970. 
In the 1960's he was an organizer for SNCC-Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee including coordinating the 
work at the McComb, Mississippi Freedom School. Throughout his life he continued his civil rights work as a close 
friend of H. Rap Brown. 

79 

Ron
do

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



• 

his perspective. Mine still stayed different. But we had kind of a heated 

discussion about that. 

Do you know, he was blown up in a car a few years later, because he was 

the lieutenant for H. Rap Brown.69 

KHC: When Brown was the chairman of SNCC? 

CJP: Right. Yes. So Ralph was killed. 

So we had a chance to meet a lot of people like that during that period, 

and my kids got a chance to meet a number of those people. 

You were going to say? 

KHC: If SNCC was coming through, were you recruited, or did you know some 

of the people that were recruited, to go down and participate in 

Mississippi's Freedom Summer in 1964? 

CJP: Sure. Oh, yes. We had a whole group of people who organized the 

Mississippi Freedom Project. We sent clothes, we sent all kinds of things 

down there, and we supported them every way we could, and then we 

sent some people from here down there for that. Yes, we did. Oh, we were 

very much involved with that. Very much. Yes. 

KHC: I know that there were a lot of students from Carlton that went down, that 

were involved. 

eJP: We were much involved with that, yes. We also had people who went 

down for the Selma march. I didn't go because my son was sick. His father 

69 Hubert G. Brown (1943) became active in the civil rights movement as a high school student in Louisiana. In 1964 
he joined SNCC, Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, becoming its chairman in 1968. He joined the Black 
Panther Party in the late 1960s. Brown's eloquent militant advocacy stance was the source of his adopted name "Rap." 
He spent four years in prison in the early 1970s where he converted to Islam becoming Jamil Abdullah AI-Amin . 
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said, "No, I'll be here if you want to go." But he had been diagnosed with 

rheumatic fever, and I thought my first responsibility is to stay home, and 

so I did. It was the right thing to do. So I didn't .go there, but we had 

people from here who went there. 

The kids, as I say, grew up being very much involved with the civil rights 

movement and know all kinds of people locally and national people, as 

well. Then my kids met the senators like [Eugene] McCarthy and [Hubert] 

Humphrey. Everybody knew Humphrey. He was great and a great 

supporter of our community. 

While we were down in Atlanta, Medgar Evers would talk about what he 

went through in Mississippi. How he would have to go and investigate 

different problems there, and how he many times he'd put on bib overalls, 

not his suit, and just go so he wouldn't be conspicuous in trying to 

investigate these things, and people would chase him. It was really scary. 

Or they'd call his house, and if they didn't scream all kinds of stuff at him, 

they would just take - I don't know how you do this, because I don't 

know anything about guns, the barrel of a gun and - I guess you can 

tumble it so you can hear it. They would do that to him. And he had to 

teach his children that if you heard any loud noise, hit the floor, and his 

kids were really young. They were toddlers. Hit the floor. Don't wait. It 

could be the backfire of a car, but don't even hesitate; get on the floor. 

KHC: How did you feel when you heard he had been killed? 
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CJP: My friend, the same one that went to Atlanta with me, called. 

KHC: Who was that? What was her name? 

CJP: Her name was Beverly Jones. She called me. I was studying for a 

psychology exam that I had that day, and I'd been up most of the night. 

You know how that is? 

KHC: Yes. 

CJP: She called early and said, "They got Medgar." I said, "What do you mean, 

"They got Medgar?"' She said, "They killed him." I turned on my TV and 

watched the news, and I'll tell you, I almost didn't go to my exam. I mean, 

studying was over. 

Because what we had done when we came back, Bev and I had-so we 

said, "Medgar, what can we do for Minnesota?" He said, "Write letters.' 

He said, "You have the greatest senator in Congress in Hubert Humphrey. 

Write Hubert Humphrey and tell him to continue to support and do 

whatever he can to pass the voting rights and the other civil rights 

legislation." We came back and wrote letters to Hubert Humphrey, and 

one great thing about him was, he had his staff answer those letters. So 

shortly after we had written, we had a letter back from him saying, yes, he 

was going to support it, he was glad he heard from us, whatever else we 

thought he could do, to let him know, and he would do whatever he 

could. I mean, can you imagine? I mean, this is what this man was all 

about. So we had that letter. 

We were anxious because the 1963 NAACP national was in Chicago, and 

we said, "Oh, wait till Medgar sees our letter," and whatever. We were 
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real excited to go. He was killed in June, and the convention was in July. I 

went, but-you know. And they did all kinds of tributes to him. 

KHC: How did you feel when his killer was finally sent to prison? 

CJP: Thirty years later? 

KHC: Yes. 

CJP: Thirty years later! 

KHC: Thirty years later! 

CJP: Of course, there was an attorney, what was it, a county attorney, who 

pursued that, who was very persistent in making sure that happened, in 

making sure they got the old man. Well, who cared how old he was? He 

committed a terrible crime. 

See, one of the things a lot of people don't realize is that Medgar was like 

thirty-eight or thirty-nine when he was killed. Martin Luther King was 

like thirty-nine. Malcolm X was thirty. They took our manhood from us in 

a matter of a few years. We had these wonderful leaders and they killed 

them. 

Because one of the things that was happening was Martin Luther King 

and Malcolm were getting closer together in their philosophies. You know 

this. And the White establishment was afraid of that. They thought, oh, 

my goodness, if all these Black folks get together, what's going to happen 

next. So we know a White man killed Martin Luther King, but he didn't 

do it alone. There's no way he could have traveled out of the country and 

everywhere he went if he hadn't been financed. There's even a question 
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about whether there was another shooter, whether he really did it or 

whatever. Have you been to Memphis? 

KHC: I've not been to the museum in Memphis. 

CJP: You need to go. I went there in 1993. You go into the motel, and the first 

thing you do is they sit you down and show you a video presentation 

which highlights a lot of what went on in the civil rights movement. Then 

there are different things that are part of that whole era, that are around in 

that area, and they gradually work you up to the room. Like they have 

part of a bus and they have a plastic figure of Rosa Parks in there. A lot of 

different things. But when you go there, and you've been part of the civil 

rights movement, it really hits you hard. It really does. You remember 

where you were. You don't forget. I remember that. Then they lead you 

up to the room. You go in, and the feeling I got when I went in that room, 

I mean, it was really something, and I walked out on the balcony. 

KHC: Where he had been killed. 

[Tape recorder turned off.] 

KHC: We were talking about where Martin Luther King was killed. When you 

heard he had been killed, what happened here in Saint Paul? 

CJP: Okay. My daughter told me. I had come home from work, and I had a 

meeting to go to in the community, and so I was resting. So it was going to 

be a long, long day. So I had taken a bath and I had laid down and rested. 

In fact, I was on my daughter's bed and she came in and said, "Mom, they 

killed Dr. King." You know, I had been probably half asleep, and woke up 

and was just-can you imagine how we felt? It was horrible. 
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We didn't have the big situation like they had in other cities, but the next 

day the kids started walking out of the schools. In fact, at Marshall Junior 

High they wanted to leave, because they didn't feel like they could study, 

and the faculty didn't want them to, so there was a hassle with the kids. I 

mean, not a big confrontation, but the kids were unhappy. Then some kids 

who got out, finally they said that some of them could go, and they were 

just walking up and down the street crying, just crying, because it was so 

hard for them to believe it. 

So what my brother and I decided to do was we would find a place and 

get these young people together so they could talk about it. So I went to 

Hallie Q. Brown, at the time the director was Henry Thomas, and I came 

and said, "We need a place for the young people to come and talk and 

kind of talk this out of their system, to get a perspective." 

Well, he didn't want to do it, because I guess he thought they'd be 

disruptive or something. But finally he said, "Okay, you take 

responsibility for it." So I said I would. So then we called other people 

active in the community, and said, "This is what we've done so far, and 

will you join us with this?" And a number of them did. 

Then the kids said, "We want to talk to some public officials, like the 

mayor and some other people who are part of the establishment." Well, 

the mayor wouldn't come, but [City Council member] Rosalee Butler

remember Rosalee? 

KHC: Yes. 
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CJP: We contacted her, and she was running for mayor at the time. 

KHC: So this was like 1967? 

CJP: 1968. Yes, he was killed in '68. April 4th, 1968. So she came with her 

husband and sat through that. And a couple of others. They weren't, you 

know, major officials. A couple other White people came. The kids talked 

about how they felt, what they felt should be happening. Then we pooled 

our money and had a little band come in so the kids could-sometimes it's 

good if you let kids dance. So after that we said, "Well, you can dance 

around." We had this little group coming in. 

So we did not have the problems in Saint Paul. They had some problems 

in Minneapolis. It wasn't major, but they had some. But we didn't have 

that in Saint Paul, and we think probably it was because of what we did, 

and the kids knew that we cared and we understood and that we were 

hurting, too. 

KHC: Was there a march or any kind of a memorial here in Saint Paul? 

CJP: No. Some people went down to Atlanta for the funeral. Yes. I guess a 

planeful of people from here. I didn't go, but they took some people down 

from here for the funeral. 

KHC: We have gotten far afield

CJP: We certainly have. 

KHC: -from Rondo, but still it's fascinating. 

CJP: Okay. Let' s go on, because there's so much. 
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CJP: Okay. Let's go on, because there's so much. Did anybody talk to you 

about the Quonset huts?7° 

KHC: No. 

CJP: During the war, we were kind of surrounded by empty lots. On 

Concordia [Rondo] and Oxford there was an empty lot, and during the 

war they built Quonset huts. You've seen Quonset huts? 

KHC: Yes. 

CJP: For the families of servicemen, and that's where they lived for-and I 

certainly can't tell you any length of time, duration of time, that they were 

there. 

KHC: Where were they stationed, at Fort Snelling? 

CJP: We didn't know the servicemen. We just knew some of the families. The 

servicemen might have been out of town, you know, someplace else, but 

their families were here, and so this was housing for them. 

KHC: These were Black families? 

CJP: No. They were all kinds of families. Mainly White. You know, our 

neighborhood was integrated, so this would not be a place where they 

wouldn't be. 

KHC: It certainly changed the aesthetics of your neighborhood, though. 

CJP: Why? 

KHC: With Quonset huts around. 

CJP: Oh, yes. But they were all on that one lot. And as I tell you, you might do 

some research and find out how long they were there, I don't remember, 

70 Quonset Huts is a semicircle metal shelter having end walls, usually serving as a barracks or the like, developed for 
the US military forces from the British Nissen hut at Quonset Naval Base in Rhode Island. "Tin City," as it was known 
to many in the community was at Oxford and Rondo c. 1944 -1948. 
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but they were there for a while. So I didn't know if anybody had told you 

about them. 

KHC: Dr. Price has effectively made some notes so she can tell us pieces she 

didn't tell us before, and she's reviewing her notes. 

CJP: I think I've gone through most of them. I think I have gone through most 

of the stuff I had. I wanted to make sure I told you about Chatsworth Inn 

and the Quonset huts and things like that. 

KHC: If we go back to your childhood, and I don't think we talked about-you 

talked about the dentist that you saw. The doctor, did you see Black 

doctors in the community, too? 

CJP: For the most part, we didn't. My dad had White doctors. In fact, when we 

were children, there was a pediatrician, Dr. Colby,71 who was White, who 

took care of us for my dad. Then there were some other White doctors. 

But on occasion we did have some Black doctors, but not full-time. 

KHC: Not regularly? 

CJP: No. No. 

KHC: When your mother passed, was she buried in the integrated cemetery or 

was it-

CJP: Yes, Forest Lawn.72 Most of my family is buried there. 

KHC: So the cemeteries have been integrated for a long time? 

CJP: I don't know how long they've been integrated, but she was there, yes. My 

dad is there, my grandmother, my dad's sisters are there. My parents had 

71 Dr. Woodard L. Colby was a White MD with his office in Room 809 at 350 St. Peter in downtown. 
72 Forest Lawn Memorial Park is located at 1880 Edgerton Street in Maplewood, MN. 
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a stillborn before my sister was born; she's there in Babyland. So they're 

all there. Then my uncle. So there are a number of people in our family, 

which is where most of us will end up-well, I'm going to be cremated

but where most of the family will end up if they decide they want to be 

buried. 

KHC: That's just over in Minneapolis, isn't it? 

CJP: No. No. Forest Lawn is on Saint Paul's east side. 

KHC: Oh, okay. I'm sorry. Okay. When you were a child, would you mostly 

walk or would you take the school bus or would you have

CJP: There was no school buses. 

KHC: I mean, the streetcar or-

CJP: To go where? 

KHC: To go anyplace. If you were going to go to town. 

CJP: Well, if you went downtown you took the streetcar. If you went to school, 

elementary school, or when I went to Central, we walked. When I decided 

I was going to Marshall, what I would do was run up to Selby, ride the 

Selby bus to Grotto, get off the bus and then run the next few blocks to 

Marshall. 

KHC: Did you go to Selby very often? Did you spend much time over on Selby? 

CJP: We went to Dale Street, to the Dale Theater. That's the only thing we did 

on Selby. 

KHC: Was Selby pretty much kind of a White street and you just didn't want to 

go there? 

CJP: Where we lived, what was there on Selby besides the theater? 

KHC: Okay. Did you go to University at all for anything? 
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CJP: Yes. White Castle.73 Then when we had the Centre Theater. There was a 

Woolworth's store74 there for a while and a dime store, and we went there. 

The drugstore, Desnik's.75 Yes. Those were close to us. 

KHC: Kim, what other questions? 

KZ: You've accomplished so many things in your life. As a young girl, who 

were your mentors? 

CJP: Oh, people like Janabelle Taylor, because when I was really little, she was 

my Sunday school teacher. Then when I was a teenager, she was at the 

camp, when I went to camp, as the camp director. Then as a teenager we 

formed a club [at Hallie Q. Brown] called the Coed Club, and half of them 

were guys and half of us were girls, and she was our youth worker for 

that. So she's always been in my life and in my kids' life, because when 

they went to day camp and then when they went to resident camp at 

Head of the Rapids, Janabelle was there. Then when they were in college, 

they worked as her staff. My daughter worked in the kitchen. She didn't 

want to be a counselor. My son started out as a counselor and then 

became the assistant director to Janabelle. In fact, she, at different times, 

asked both of them to take over the camp and be the director. So she went 

through a couple generations in our family. She really was a strong 

mentor. 

73 White Castle was started in 1921 by a short-order cook and an insurance executive in Wichita, Kansas. It is the 
oldest hamburger chain in the nation. A White Castle is a steam-fried hamburger, eighteen per pound of fresh ground 
beef, cooked on a bed of chopped onions, and originally cost a nickel. White Castle sells about 500 million hamburgers 
a year. This local White Castle was located on the northeast corner of University and Lexington. It currently is on the 
southwest corner of the same intersection. 
74 Woolworth's was located at 1088-90 University Avenue 
7S Desnick Drug was located at 1098 University Avenue. This store was opened in 1942 as the Lexington Drug 
Company, became Desnick Drug in 1955/6, and closed in 1995. 
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KHC: And Janabelle was at Hallie Q. Brown. 

CJP: Hazel Butler; she was our Campfire leader. 

KHC: Was that at Hallie Q ., too? 

CJP: Yes, that was there. Yes. Those were some of them that I had. Then th ere 

were other people who were role models. My favorite teacher at Marshall 

was the social studies teacher, and the assistant basketball coach, Cy 

Ettinger, who was Jewish. One of the things he did for me when we were 

in his class, was when they were trying to form the United Nations, and 

he was so into that, that he told us what it was for, why it was important, 

and he just lectured on that forever and a day. Even back then, they 

realized we needed an international organization to try and deal with 

issues like. But my first understanding of the importance of the U.N. was 

through Cy. He was so great. 

I still was going to class reunions at Marshall. I think yo~'ll find there 

were a lot of other people you've talked to who do the same thing, and 

that's because it was such a great place to be and you had good memories 

of being there, so we would always go back. Some of our teachers would 

be there and we'd see our classmates and classmates from other classes. 

But it was a good experience for us, and everybody was treated okay. 

One of the things we used to do sometimes was when there was a Jewish 

holiday, we'd celebrate that. You know, I mean, it was just that kind of a 

place. 

KHC: Now, what would you do to celebrate a Jewish holiday? 
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CJP: We would just get together with them and do things. I mean, they knew 

we were supportive of them. It was just this good feeling about the fact 

that we were all there in school together. 

KHC: There were a lot of Jewish students at Marshall, too? 

CJP: A lot. A lot, because there were a lot that lived in the neighborhood. Yes, a 

lot of families, Jewish families in the neighborhood. 

KHC: There were several shuls [Synagogues] around here. 

CJP: Yes. 

KHC: Around in the neighborhood. 

CJP: Yes. But we always had good relationships with them. 

KHC: You had good relationships with the Jewish students or with all the 

students had good relationships? 

CJP: Pretty much all the students. I don't think we really had students there

Central was different when I was there, they were not friendly and they 

. really didn't want to have anything to do with us, but at Marshall it was 

totally different. Totally different. That's why I say, when I can, go back to 

my class reunions. We have them every five years and they're all class 

reunions. See, Marshall was a high school for only nine years and so 

anybody that went to school during that time, we get together and have a 

three-day celebration. 

KHC: Whoa. 

CJP: Yes. The first day you have it with your class and we usually went to 

Well, Jim Bigelow, the owner of that [meat market76], is a classmate of 

mine. When they moved out of Highland Park, they bought a house on 

76 Frog Town meat and Grocery is located at 516 Rice Street 
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the west side, with a big party room. We have our first day reunion, just 

our class, there. 

KHC: What year did you graduate from Marshall? 

CJP: 1948. Then Saturday we would have a big dinner and everybody would 

be there, probably at the Radisson HoteF7 or someplace like that. Usually 

the Radisson. Then we'd all be there and they'd have a table set aside for 

every class, and that was fun because you could see people. Because you 

know, you didn't just associate with your class, I mean, the people who 

were ahead of you and the people that were behind you in school. So that 

was a good time, too. 

Sunday, there was often a golf tournament or a tennis tournament and a 

picnic out at Central Park in Roseville. So we usually have three days of 

events going on. 

KHC: Because we are going to run out of tape. Do you have any other stories you 

can think you might want to share with us, Mrs. Price? 

CJP: No, I don'tthink so. 

KHC: Thank you, 

you are an inspiration! 

Dr. Price and Legislator Ember Reichgott 
on a local television show 

discussing youth and drugs, 
issues both had worked on. 

77 The Radisson Hotel is located at 11 East Kellogg Blvd. in downtown. 
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