
Transcriptions of Oral History Interview with 

Floyd George Smaller, Jr. 

Monday, April 2, 2002 
at 

Hand in Hand's office 
Saint Paul, MN 

Interviewed by 
Kateleen Hope Cavett 

as part of 

HAND in HAND's 
RONDO ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

Saint Paut Minnesota 

This oral history is especially interesting as Smaller contrasts living in the 
Rondo neighborhood with several years of living in the South and then shares 
the powerful experience of corning horne to be a teacher and coach. 

He remembers the powerful childhood experience of being victim to a 
bully and overcoming this to find the personal strength that inspired him 
throughout his life. 

He describes Saint Paul as he knew it as a child living outside of the 
Rondo neighborhood and then moving into the Rondo corridor. He shares his 
joy in being a member and commander of the Gopher Elks Drum and Bugle 
Corps. And he describes the music scene when he was a youth on Rondo and the 
teen scene as the freeway was destroying the community. 

Smaller relates his athletic successes and struggles as a youth and young 
adult, and the challenges he surmounted to earn a college degree and become a 
high school teacher and athletic coach. He discusses the freedom he experienced 
going to a traditional Black college in Arkansas. 

This is a verbatim transcript of taped interviews, edited slightly for clarity. 
A signed release is on file from Mr. Smaller. 
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FS: Floyd Smaller 
KC: Kate Cavett 

KC: Can you introduce yourself to me? 

FS: Floyd Smaller. Floyd G. Smaller, Jr.1 

KC: And can you talk about your family corning to Saint Paul? 

FS: Well, we moved here from Arkansas, but we made a shortstop in Saint 

Louis, Missouri - East St. Louis, Missouri, which by the way we figured 

was just a hellhole of a place. I was seven years old. My grandmother2 had 

ventured here with my grandfather3 because he was an over-the-road 

truck driver. And of course my mother4 wanted to follow her. My fatherS 

was already working in Saint Louis, Missouri, so we made that short stop 

there for three months during the summer of 1944 and that was a real 

experience for a person of seven years old. I discovered this friend that 

lived across the street - his name was Shorty - and that was my first 

experience with being bullied. Shorty had a nub arm and used to beat up 

on me almost every day, make me take him to the show. I had to sell milk 

bottles and things of this nature in order to make enough money to take 

Shorty to the show. And so my morn was getting real irritated with that 

activity. My morn, she just wondered when I was going to wake up and 

do something about it. Well, one day, I think it was close to maybe a 

month before we were going to corne to Minnesota, and my sister6 carne 

1 Floyd George Smaller was born November 24, 1936. 
2 Grandmother Sadie Bogan Berks was born June 21,1903 and passed June 16, 1964. 
3 Grandfather Alf Berks 
4 Mother Queen Esther Lee Smaller 
5 Father Floyd Lorenzo Smaller 
6 Sister Shirley Smaller Fulford Williams 
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home. She had been beaten up at the park. I didn't know what had 

happened. Her dress was tom and she was crying and I guess when it 

comes to family, things change a little bit. So I rushed down to the park. 

My sister came running down behind me and my little brother who was 

three years old at the time, he came down there. And I didn't know who it 

was I was going to fight. I'm just like in a blind rage, so I hurried down to 

the park to see what was going on, who jumped on my sister and just 

what the deal was. So to my amazement it was this girl. She was probably 

a little taller than me, but she was the leader of this gang. Must have been 

about eighteen kids over there, at least eighteen to twenty kids standing in 

a little huddle, and they were laughing, joking, and I walked up there and 

I said, "Which one of you beat up my sister?" So they all started laughing. 

They pointed to the girl, so I didn't waste no time. I grabbed the girl and I 

started wailing on her and to my surprise after it was all over, sent her 

home crying and she was just in tears and just irate. I discovered later on 

that she was the leader of the gang. 

Okay, then my antenna went up. I said, "That's the way it works, huh." So 

about two days later I could hardly wait for Shorty to get up the next 

morning. I took Shorty by the neck, hemmed him up between the two 

buildings the way he used to do with me all the time and I demanded that 

Shorty take me to the movies. To my surprise, he was crying. He was 

scared. I had him selling milk bottles and pop bottles to take me to the 

movies, so that was kind of the start of my new life. I understood what 

you had to do to get things done, and that was a thrill for me and my 
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Mother Queen Ester Lee Smaller 
At about 45 years. 

father was-I could see, was proud, 

excited about it. My mother felt good 

about my new achievement and I think it 

started to change part of my basic 

personality before we left Saint Louis 

and moved to Minnesota. 

KC: How would you describe this 

personality change? 

FS: Well, I think it gave me a sense of 

confidence, you know, and sometime 

you-if you grow up and you're kind of 

a nice person and you're kind of shy, 

which nobody would think I'm shy now, 

but when you're young, you know, you go through these personality 

changes. And I think that was the trigger for me, that at some point you 

have to roll up your sleeves and go to work. I think it just kind of 

redefined my life in a sense, you know, because I would always think 

about Shorty in tough situations and remember the hurdle I had to 

overcome in order to start to grow up and be a real person and defend 

myself. I think it started with defending my sister. It was a matter of 

defending me, and then it just carried over to other things. 

KC: When you carne to Saint Paul with this new personality, what was your 

reaction to the city? 

FS: Well, my first reaction, you know, after we got on the train with our 

shoebox full of chicken-we traveled in those days [by car or train] . Plus 
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train rides were great and the ride up here-you know, I'm seven years 

old, so we're going to a new place and I'm really happy to get out of Saint 

Louis. I didn't like it, the red brick buildings, the railroad tracks. I mean, 

the east side of Saint Louis if you ever been there, it's a place you don't 

want to live. I think one of the best things that happened to my family was 

that we didn't spend anymore than three months there. I don't think I 

could have survived in Saint Louis, Missouri. 

But we got off that train at the Saint Paul Depot. It was one of those gray 

hazy days when the sun was trying to peek through. I call them gray gay 

days, and it was a beautiful day for me. It was a beautiful place to be. It 

was immaculately clean and coming from Saint Louis this was almost like 

coming to heaven. It was like, "What kind of place is this?" I mean I loved 

it. As a little kid I loved it when we got off the train. And I told my 

mother, "Mama, I hope we stay here forever." I remember saying that to 

her. She kind of smiled and she said, "I don't know. It all depends on your 

dad." Because he hadn't arrived yet. It was another few months before he 

would show up. But from that point we got in a taxicab, and went to our 

new location on Rondo. 

That was my first encounter with Rondo. We lived on Rondo in some gray 

wooden apartments, nice apartments. My grandfather and grandmother 

lived there. It was just pleasant. We had our own rooms, my mom had her 

own room, and of course, grandma and grandfather had their room and 

we all ate together. You know it was just mandatory that we ate together 
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-

as a family. That was my grandfather's way of doing things, which was 

great. 

I remember that little experience of being there and being comfortable and 

feeling safe and warm, and it was a great feeling, and it was like-it was 

like in July and all the trees was fully bloomed. There was apple trees in 

the backyard. This was something we weren't used to, so it became a real 

pleasant environment for the four kids. That was me, my sister Shirley, 

RosevelF and Robert.s There was four kids when we first arrived. I 

remember sitting on the curb across the street from Bunk [Perkins] and 

Mamie [Jackons],s Cleaners.9 They were two old drunk people that used 

to fight all the time. Everybody said they were in love so nobody paid 

them much attention. But they ran a cleaners and they used to argue and 

fight everyday, so that was kind of like our amusement, because we 

hadn't found our way around. We were a little young, so we weren't like 

moving around the neighborhood. So between playing in the backyard 

and sitting on the front curb we got to meet a few people that way. That 

was really our introduction to Saint Paul, Minnesota, which was very 

pleasant. 

KC: What year was this and about where was this apartment on Rondo? 

FS: This was in 1944 and the apartment10 that we lived in was-I think later 

on, was the same apartments where I think [Deputy] Chief Games] Griffin 

7 Rosevelt Smaller was born February 23, 1941 and passed June 14, 1969. 
8 Robert Smaller 
9 J. Bolch Perkins' "Your Tailor Shop" was located at 225 Rondo. 
10 312 Y, Rice Street 
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supposedly killed this guy Crutcher,ll who had killed another policeman 

at the time. There was a big story and a big to-do about that, and I think it 

was in the same apartment complex. It was down closer to Rice Street 

than it was to Dale Street, in 

that area. Somewhere down 

there Mackubin, in that area. 

Virginia. You know it was 

down close. 

KC: Now this would be Cornmeal 

Valley?12 

FS: Yeah, that was Com Meal 

Valley. Oatmeal Hill13 was 

across Dale Street. 

Shirley, Floyd, Robert, and Roosevelt 
at 312 1/2 Rice Street apartment 

c.1946/7 

11 On September 10, 1949, a man from the community known for his previous criminal behavior and likable nature 
committed a robbery. In attempting to apprehend this criminal, Detective Allan G. Lee was fatally injured by gunfire. 
Consequently, three officers were sent into a building were the robbery suspect was hiding under a bed. When the 
man did not immediately come out from under a bed, all three officers discharged their weapons as commanded by 
their superiors. Those officers were Vernon P. Michel (a White officer), John Mercado (a Latino officer), and Jim Griffin 
(a Black officer). 
12 Cornmeal Valley, also known as Lower Rondo or Deep Rondo, was East of Dale Street. This was a lower middle 
class residential neighborhood with predominately single-family homes. From the 1930's, this part of the community 
struggled with growing poverty. 
13 Oatmeal Hill was a term referring to Rondo west of Dale Street toward Lexington, sometimes known as Upper 
Rondo. More affluent residents tended to move into this area, giving the impression the residents had a higher social 
standing. This middle class neighborhood consisted of predominately single family homes. 
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KC: As you grew up and learned about Cornmeal Valley, how would you 

describe Cornmeal Valley? 

FS: Well, we actually moved from Rondo to Rice Street after my father-my 

father showed up about three months later and we moved down on Rice 

Street, which was kind of different. We lived around a lot of White people. 

We were the only Black family 

there. Our introduction to some 

of the Black kids and Black 

people was when they 

traveled, because you had to 

get on the Rondo-Stryker bus 

to go downtown and most of 

the people would corne by and 

they'd see this Black family. 

Black kids playing out there. 

Out of curiosity they'd stop 

and talk and ask us questions. 

Did we live down there? And 

we'd tell them yes. And we got 

Father Floyd Lorenzo Smaller 
At about 47 years 

to know people in that kind of interaction, of them traveling, going to 

work. Some kids walking, on bicycles, going to the movies, corning back 

and forth, and so we got a chance to have a good interchange, and in that 

interchange we picked up some friends. We'd go visit up on Rondo with 

them, they'd corne down to Rice Street and visit with us, and in that 

interaction during the Winter Carnival, some of these people we got a 
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chance to meet and converse with. We'd invite them down to our 

apartment and they could watch the Winter CarnivaP4 from the windows 

and it was great because we'd have our little pop and candy and stuff 

we'd be eating. And we could sit there right down on the windowsill 

while we looked out the window and watched the Winter Carnival go by. 

While some of the people were shivering down on the walkway, we were 

up in the nice warm window, so we figured we had it made. We lived up 

over this old beer tavern, so we had a chance to see all the activity you 

could imagine. All the drunks, all the fights, the police sirens come up and 

it was kind of like-it was different. It was a different experience living 

down there because we got to know a lot of these people and some of 

them were like real characters out of a storybook, you know. Some of the 

drunks had real reputations and some of them had good jobs and they got 

fired or they got laid off. They'd been in and out of jail, and they'd all tell 

their little stories and stuff. So as kids we got a chance to hear a lot of this 

stuff and got to really kind of see people as people. After a while we 

didn't hardly see color, as such, as we did people, you know, experiencing 

different problems and we had friends that lived across the street and my 

mom would visit them, and they'd visit us, and we got to know their kids, 

so it was a whole different kind of experience going on there. But from 

that experience moving up towards Rondo, we got more involved with 

the Black community and with friends and stuff of that nature. 

14 The Winter Carnival was founded in 1886 to contest a claim that Saint Paul was uninhabitable during the winter. The 
carnival is a celebration of Minnesota winters over a ten-day period that includes crowing of King Boreas and Queen of 
the Snows, day and evening parades, medallion hunt and other activities. Occasionally, elaborate ice castles are built. 

15 

Ron
do

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



When we finally moved up on Rondo-it wasn't actually Rondo. We 

moved up on 338 St. Anthony and that was kind of my introduction to the 

immediate community. I was about twelve years old at that point and we 

started to get real friendly with everybody. There used to be probably 

twenty-five kids around our house everyday. That was during the 

summer. So Marvin Anderson, Joe Lewis, all my friends that I met. We got 

to be real good friends. In fact, I think I was a little older. I think I was 

closer to fourteen years old, come to think of it, because I got myself 

involved with a group that lived on the other side of Dale Street. 

That's how I got to know about Oatmeal Hill and Cornmeal Valley. At 

that point, I had no real consciousness about it until they started talking 

about how people acted on the other side of Dale Street as opposed to 

how people acted on this side of Dale Street. So I said, "Well, what's the 

difference?" They said, "You guys live down there in the poor 

neighborhood." [Laughter] And that didn't set too well. I said, "Oh, 

there's a difference, huh?" And, the people on the other side of Dale Street 

were supposed to have been the people who lived on the Hill, so I didn't 

pay a whole lot of attention. I just know at that point it kind of peeved me 

off at the time it was first mentioned. But as I started to grow and started 

to interact with those people across Dale Street and started to find out 

some of the prejudice they really had and some of the things that were 

really going on, I started to take a different picture of the whole thing. I 

started to see some prejudices there that probably shouldn't have been. I 
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knew how my family was. My family was outgoing and loving and we'd 

take in any strangers, anybody. We had a different outlook. We were 

taught different so I felt different about it. But I was starting to feel the 

difference when I'd visit some of the people's houses and they'd say to 

me, "Well, you live on the other side of Dale Street, don't you?" Like that 

would make a big difference. And I started to see that there maybe was a 

difference in these people's attitudes about people who live on the other 

side of Dale Street. 

KC: How would you define the Oatmeal attitude? 

FS: Attitude. "We're better than. We're more prosperous. There's more of our 

kids going to college. We work better jobs." So this was part of their 

swagger, more or less. That we're railroad porters and from this point of 

view, we kind of can snub our nose at you people that work at the South 

Park Foundry15 and that work at Seeger's Refrigeration16 and normal 

factory workers. So I started to look at this and even as a young person I 

had begged to differ with some people in my own opinion. I'm saying, "I 

think you people don't really understand. We're all poor. I mean, how can 

you feel really great about being a railroad porter as opposed to 

somebody working in a factory. You're both servants. You're all servants. 

So you run an elevator and you're a janitor and therefore you're better?" 

Now, my father worked at Seeger's Refrigeration, and he worked for the 

City in his later years, and that's when part of the barriers were starting to 

break down. He worked at the South Park Foundry and he brought a 

15 South Park Foundry and Machine Co. was located at 818 North Concord South in Saint Paul. 
16 Seeger's Refrigerator Company was located at 850 Arcade at Wells. 
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paycheck home like everybody else. We ate good. We lived pretty good, 

so I didn't have that feeling that we were better and had a problem with 

thinking that there were some people that felt that they were better. I 

mean, there was as many poor, right out poor people, on the other side of 

Dale Street as there was on the east side of Dale Street. We're looking at 

the west side and east side of Dale Street. I'm saying to myself, "Why 

should these people take on such an attitude. We're all Black to begin 

with." Or most of the people was Black. It was kind of an integrated 

neighborhood but there were fewer White people in that particular area 

between Rondo, Iglehart, Carroll, Marshall and Central. It was mostly a 

Black neighborhood. And these kind of prejudices showed themselves for 

the kids that went to Hallie Q. Brown17 and the kids that went to Ober 

Boys Club,18 located on east side of Dale Street. Hallie Q. Brown was 

located on the east side of Dale Street [also]. But we would intermingle 

with each other. We'd have a good time. But the funny thing about it, it 

was like it was living in a symbiotic state of existence. Everybody lived off 

everybody else, but then they wanted to cover it up later on and basically 

people got along. But they didn't get along because of that one little 

psychological roadblock, that we put up there - that on this side of Dale 

17 Hallie Q. Brown Community Center was opened in 1929 as a community center specifically to serve the Black 
community when the Black YWCA closed in 1928. Hallie Q, as it is affectionately known , has served all ages through 
child care, youth and senior clubs, athletics, music and social events. The original location was in the Union Hall at 
Aurora and Kent Streets. In1972, Hallie relocated in the Martin Luther King Building at 270 Kent Street at Iglehart in 
Saint Paul. The center's namesake was an educator who pioneered the movement of Black women 's clubs in the late 
1800's. 
18 Ober Boys Club, at 375 SI. Anthony, at Western was founded during World War" by the Union Gospel Mission. It 
was named for Edger Ober of 3M, and provided recreational activities and taught Christian values. Boys who 
participated also attended Snail Lake Children's Camp. There was a Girls Club located at Welcome Hall. Sometime 
after 1960, the club became part of The Boys and Girls Clubs of America, but the building is still owned by Union 
Gospel Mission. 
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Street people are better, on this side of Dale Street they're less fortunate . 

Well, in all fairness, there were more people on the other side, the west 

side of Dale Street, that were sending their kids to college, and there were 

more college educated people. So from that point of view, there were 

more people that were going to head for the better life or threw the ticket 

in the hat to get a better life. On our side there were fewer kids who were 

going to college after high school. I think I might have been one of the 

few. James Millsap or Jim Manny Robinson, [and Sam Robinson] . Jim 

Robinson runs the Jimmy Lee Teen Center.19 These people were kind of 

my mentors. They were in and out of college. These were the people I 

kind of wanted to follow in their footsteps. They were kind of my role 

models at the time. I did want an education. I did want to take it to 

another level, and knowing that all these things were going on that really 

kind of changed the way I thought about myself personally, you know, 

and I didn't see the same differences that these people wanted to make so 

evident - that there was this big difference. I just saw us as people 

struggling as a whole and everybody who got a chance to get their foot in 

the door should do that regardless of what side of Dale Street they lived 

on. 

KC: Where did you get the seed planted and the encouragement to go on for 

an education? You went on and got a teaching certificate? 

19 Jimmy Lee Recreation Center at 1065 Iglehart was built in 1969 and named for Jimmy Lee, who came to Saint Paul 
in 1923. He worked at Hallie Q. Brown in 1936, and began officiating games there, at the University of Minnesota, and 
for High School League. He was known as an excellent official but never officiated a state tournament game because 
he was Black. 
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FS: I think my motivation was through athletics. I was a good athlete corning 

up and, going back to that Shorty situation in Saint Louis, I started to 

apply my ability to situations and circumstances around me, and athletics 

was kind of a situation that opened the door for me. As a young person I 

started playing football like at eight years old and I was playing for the 

Ober Boys Club and I enjoyed that experience. And I had success in it. I 

remember seeing my name in the paper one Saturday morning. It was just 

a little clip. It couldn't have been over two inches long, but it told about 

the couple touchdowns I scored and the whole thing. And the funny thing 

about it, we had these little green jerseys, we had a helmet, no shoulder 

pads. I was playing in a pair of Levis and a pair of blue suede shoes and 

this was our team before we got our little uniforms. I scored a couple 

touchdowns and I took my little write-up horne and I showed it to my 

morn and dad and, man, they put that on the wall like it was a big deal. 

And it's amazing what clicks on in kids heads. At a young age you can go 

either way, depending how you're motivated and how people can 

stimulate you to be a better person or worse person. Well, in my family it 

was like everything I did they just over-praised, you know. I can live with 

over-praise going on. I could live with that because it kept me wanting to 

do something to please them and that football carried over to basketball 

and to baseball and to track, and I found out I was better than most kids at 

that. And that stimulated me to keep going. I started to get praise and pats 

on the back and some of the older guys in the community was putting 
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their arms around me at that time and telling me what I could be if I 

continued and I did this and I did that and the other. 

That was real good for me and I think-I started setting myself apart in 

my mind. I did all the things that all the rest of the kids did. We had fun, 

we ran through the streets, we'd throw rocks and snowballs and put wax 

on folk's windows and we did all the things that teenagers did. But in the 

back of my mind I never wanted to disappoint my mom or disappoint my 

dad or my grandmother, and always kept that little light burning that 

someday I would make them proud of me and I want to be somebody. 

And I got sisters20 and brothers21 that are behind me that I want to be an 

image for. And I never forgot about that little detail in the back of my 

mind and so that was really my inspiration to keep going regardless of 

any hurdles or pitfalls that have befell me during that time. I would 

overcome them with perseverance and stick-to-it-ness and a work ethic 

attitude. 

KC: What were some of the pitfalls that challenged your life? 

FS: Oh, you know, with athletics that's the start of it. How do you make the 

team, how good are you, are you good enough to start? And in most 

situations I always applied those work ethics that when I work hard, I'm 

going to do all those things that's going to make me successful and I want 

to be the first on the basketball team, I want to be first on the football 

team, I want to be first on the baseball team, I want to be outstanding in 

20 Sisters: Betty Jean Smaller Sanders, Shari Ann Smaller, Carolyn Smaller Johnson 
21 Richard Smaller, Alfonso Smaller 
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track and field, and those things were kind of like driving me. And I wish 

I would have had that same motivation in academics when I was young, 

but I could learn easy and it wasn't really a headache. It wasn't like I had 

to beat myself up to put material together to learn things and to apply it. 

So I kind of skated in that area, but I was like any young kid. I mean 

athletics was the thing. The girls liked athletes and I liked the girls and 

that was a great motivator. It was later on that I started to understand that 

without the academic background that [it would be hard to be 

successful] - I started looking at jobs that other people had. I looked at the 

people on the west side of Rondo and the people on the east side of 

Rondo, and I looked at a lot of the failures and successes, and it didn't 

matter which side of that street you lived on. They had failures on both 

sides and they had successes on both sides. And I started weighing those 

successes and looking at their ability to do things and I started weighing 

myself against them and saying, "Well, I think I can do what this guy did. 

I think I can do what this person did. I think I'm as good as this person or 

I'm as good as that person." And I didn't really pick any particular side of 

Dale Street to emulate a particular person. It was whoever that was in my 

immediate environment that affected me as a person. I would say, "I 

would challenge that. I will be as good as that. I can do that." And I think 

that gave me the drive and initiative to keep moving ahead. You're 

looking at over a period of years where I got knocked down. I got 

married. I had a lot of little setbacks. I didn't go to college the first year 

that I was out of high school. I should have. I had a walk on scholarship at 

the University of Minnesota. I sat out a year because I was in love with 
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this girl and I was waiting for her to go to school and, you know, it was 

like one of those storybook romances. You know how those things go. 

KC: Did you marry her? 

FS: Yes, I did. Her name was Jackie Johnson. She was probably the prettiest 

girl in town at that time and yes, we did get married. But you know when 

young people get married and you don't plan well, things go bad and 

eventually I found myself as a freshman at the University of Minnesota. 

She wasn't there. I was trying to play football. Next thing I know we'd 

fooled around and got her pregnant and then here comes a kid. And then 

eventually I had to drop out and that was another hurdle that I had to 

overcome. So I did drop out and at the time I was working at Road 

Buddy's.22 I worked at Road Buddy's when I was a youngster at Marshall 

High School.23 And just the way life works out. I was a freshman in 

college. I had to drop out and I went back and the only job I could get at 

the time was washing dishes at Road Buddy's, so I took that job again. 

Here I'm washing dishes at twenty years old and I'm thinking, "I can't do 

this the rest of my life. I got to get out of here. I gotta get back to school. 

Something good has to happen." But I held the job 'til I got me a different 

job. 

KC: How did that feel? 

22 Road Buddy's Bar-B-Q, owned by Chet Oden, was located at 386 West Central Avenue at Western in 1949. By the 
mid-1950's they had relocated to 799 University Avenue. 
23 Marshall School was built in 1925 at Grotto, Holly, Ashland and St. Albans. It was Marshall Junior High from 1926-
1937. In 1937, 10th grade was added; in 1938, 11 th grade; and in 1939, 12th grade was added, with graduating classes 
from 1940 to 1953. It returned to junior high only in 1952. Webster Elementary School was built on the same site in 
1926. The two buildings were connected in 1975 and become Webster Magnet Elementary School. 
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FS: It felt bad, because here I was a freshman. People were expecting me to do 

all these great things at the University of Minnesota. Then I find myself 

dropping out of school, and I'm washing dishes behind this partition, and 

on Friday, Saturday nights my friends would come in and they would see 

me back there and they would wave and I'd wave to them. They didn't 

think anything about it-I'm sure they figure people go through it all the 

time, but personally, I felt pretty bad about it. It was my personal feeling 

that I had a little humiliation associated with it. I didn't like the job I had 

to do, but then my dad always told me, "If you make your bed hard, you 

gotta roll over it twice as much to get up and get moving." So I thought 

about that and I said, "Well, this was my doing and I have to do 

something about it." And that was one hurdle I had to get over. 

Eventually, as life goes, things change. I was out of school for a period of 

time. I played a little semi-pro football. I had this job down at Tradehome 

Shoe Store24 and I was doing a little bit better and at some point along 

there, Jackie and I got divorced. I was on my own again. Consequently, I 

met this young lady out of Detroit, her name was Lorraine, Lorraine 

Lockett.25 I'll never forget her. Beautiful Black girl come along in my life at 

a time when I was like, kind of struggling to figure out am I going to go 

back to school or am I just going to work? Just what am I going to do? 

And I remember telling her at a laundromat, I said - you know, this was 

after her and I had gotten tight and we were even talking about marriage 

ourselves after about a year and a-half, and I said, "No matter what, if I 

24 Tradehome Shoe Store was located at 366 Wacouta. 
25 Lorraine Lockett Smaller was born April 12, 1941 and married to Floyd in 1960. 
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marry you or if I don't I'm going back to college. Nothing is going to stop 

me. I made my mind up. Whatever happens I'm going back to school." So 

I got some opportunities. The University of Oklahoma got in touch with 

me when I was playing semi-pro ball and Bud Wilkinson was the coach at 

the time, and they were going to give me a chance to at least be the first 

Black quarterback. It would have been left up to me and my abilities 

whether that would happen or not and I was just totally psyched about it. 

I was living with my grandmother at the time and this fellow used to 

come by who was a scout for the University of Oklahoma and he'd sat 

with me for two Saturdays in a row to talk to me and he said he'd be back 

in two weeks. So in two weeks he came back to talk to me about the 

University of Oklahoma and I'm scared to death, but I'm going to go 

because it was another hurdle and I'm going to overcome it and if I end 

up being a defensive back or a running back or the water boy, I'm going to 

Oklahoma. I made up my mind. And all I was waiting for him to do was 

to give me the okay. So he showed up back to my house on that Saturday 

and he sat down with my grandmother and I and he said, "1 got bad 

news." And I said, "Man, this happens all the time." I said, "What's the 

news?" He said, "Well, you played at the University of Minnesota as a 

freshman." In those days, you know, even if you were on the team at all, 

you were considered a participant. So he said for two years, they don't 

think they want to put the money into you for two years. He said, "If we 

could have you for three years ... " and those are the years when a 

freshman was ineligible to play. He said, "Three years would have made a 
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difference." He said, "Two years, they're just not going to go along with 

it." Man, I think me and my grandmother both cried. So my next choice 

was Macalester College.26 I had a friend playing-Frank Silva was playing 

at Macalester College. He was playing defensive end the same as he 

played in high school with me at Mechanic Arts,27 and he invited me over 

to talk to the coach. I went over to talk to the coach, but I had to talk to one 

administrator first, so we set up another meeting. So on my return trip the 

administrator checked out my records and everything from the University 

of Minnesota and the coach wanted me to play quarterback at Macalester 

College. So at that time there wasn't very many Black people at 

Macalester. In fact, there was only about two. There was a guy that played 

football at the U at the time named Judge Dickson. His girlfriend was 

going to Macalester and there was one other Black male that was going to 

Macalester College. So it wasn't like they just let Black people in by the car 

load. So in the office setting, Frank Silva was there and the coach was 

there. Now, I'm talking to this administrator and he tells me that I have to 

have a B+ average to transfer from the University of Minnesota into 

Macalester College. Well, I didn't have a B+ average. I did have a C 

average and I thought that was good enough for anybody and especially 

26 Macalester College opened at its present site at Snelling Avenue and Grand Avenue in Saint Paul in September, 
1885. It was founded by the Rev. Dr. Edward Duffield Neil who secured the initial college's funding from Charles 
Macalester, a prominent businessman and philanthropist from Philadelphia. In 1880, during the early stages of 
establishing the college it became affiliated with the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Minnesota. Its strong 
international tradition began in the 1940's. 
27 Mechanic Arts High School was located between Central, Robert and Aurora from 1911 to 1976. It was sold to the 
state and torn down in 1978. 
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being an athlete. He denied my entrance and I remember the sadness of 

that day. The coach actually cried. My friend Silva had tears in his eyes 

and I guess I was just mad as hell. I had been through this enough times. 

I'm saying, "This just doesn't make sense. Now that's two denials in less 

than three months." I remember walking out of that office and I'm saying, 

"There's something wrong with this picture." And I was talking about this 

guy, calling him an old prejudice so-and-so and so-and-so, but I couldn't 

stop there. I still had visions of getting in somebody's college. 

I remember about a week later, I was playing basketball over at Hallie Q. 

Brown, the old Hallie Q. Brown, and a friend of mine named Elijah 

McIntosh, he had been going to school in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. Now this is 

where we had originally left from, years ago. He called me over to the side 

and he said, "Floyd, you plan on going back to school?" I said, "I sure do, 

if I ever get a chance." He said, "Do you know that there's a school in Pine 

Bluff, Arkansas, AM & N College?"28 I said, "No, I never knew there was 

a college in Pine Bluff." I haven't been back there since we left. He said, 

"Man, I think you would fit in really great down there. I think you would 

love it. The coach would love it. It'd be just your thing." So when we left 

Hallie Q. Brown we went over and we sit on his front porch. This was on 

Rondo Avenue. His father was a preacher and we were sitting on the front 

porch. We must have spent three to four hours talking about Arkansas, 

the A M & N College. He painted me the picture about the fraternities and 

28 A M & N -Agriculture, Mechanical and Normal University is now the University of Arkansas 
at Pine Bluff. 
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the girls and the football and the homecomings, and all of a sudden I 

could see the whole picture. It was just like I could see myself on the 

screen, just a vision of me running a football and having fun and a good 

time. And it was so strong that he gave me the coach's name, which was 

Vanette Johnson. I'll never forget it. I wrote Coach Johnson a letter that 

was twelve pages long. I mean I was selling myself, and he wrote me back 

and he gave me that opportunity to be successful. He said, "If you got 

$150 in your pocket, corne on down. If you can't earn a scholarship, I'll put 

you on the work program and next year you'll have a scholarship." Well, I 

could never thank Elijah McIntosh, my friend, enough, because that was 

the beginning of my new life and I did go that fall. In fact, we left here in 

an old Chevrolet. 

KC: You and who? 

F5: Me and Elijah McIntosh. I went back down there with him that fall. The 

car was so raggedy, we had to get cases of oil to put in the trunk because 

we had to stop every five miles to put oil in the car. [Laughter] But we had 

about eight cases of oil in the car and it was smoking all the way down 

there. I said, "I know we can't drive this back if we ever get there." He 

said, "We're going to junk this as soon as we get there." 50 we arrived at 

AM & N College and I think from the time I hit that campus, I knew that I 

wasn't going to go anywhere else but there, regardless of what happened. 

In my mind, I was determined to do my labor, my hard work, my 

penance, whatever you want to call it. I was going to do it at A M & N 

College and I did. I was very successful down there athletic-wise, and 
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academically I graduated in good shape. I had three job offers after I 

finished college. There's so much to talk about. 

KC: Briefly, where were the job offers? 

FS: Well, I had one at Arkadelphia, Arkansas, I had one at Dermott Arkansas, 

and I had one in Helena, Arkansas. 

I .1 ,\ 

Arkansas Agriculture, Mechanical, and Normal University at Pine Bluff football team in 
1962 

Coach Vanette Johnson, Back Row: Eddie Sherrod, Willie Goldsmith, __ Staley Shavers, 
Front row: Water Thompson, Floyd Smaller, Neil McCall. 
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KC: For teaching? 

FS: Teaching and coaching. My friend Harold Van Husse, who was a nose 

guard on the football team, he didn't have any jobs at all. We both 

graduated as seniors. He had no job offers, so what I did, I wrote one of 

the principals and I talked about my friend Van Husse. I didn't know how 

good he was or how his work ethics was or anything, but I lied a little bit. 

I told him, "I got this job in Dermott, Arkansas, and I'm there to start a 

football team, which I would really like to do." I gave him a lot of excuses 

why I couldn't take the job and how 

this guy would be great. And Harold 

Van Husse did get that job and he 

worked it until he got in a car accident 

and got killed. I was able to get my 

friend a job, get a job for myself, and I 

don't know what they did with the job 

in Helena. Helena was where I 

worked during the summers of my 

junior and senior year, but I'll tell you 

about that a little later on. 

In Dermott, I never did get a chance to 

start the football team. I was supposed 

Lorraine and Floyd in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas -1964 

to raise money and do all this. So, I got involved with basketball, girls and 

boys, the girls track. I was athletic director. I was teaching general science 
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and health and physical ed, and I got so busy, I didn't have time to do 

anything else anyway. That was a full time job. 

The old janitor there, he was such an old man, but he was a nice person, so 

I'd just clean the gym up for him after lunch and after basketball games, 

and before basketball games. I told him one time, I said, "Maybe you 

ought to give me half your paycheck since I'm doin' all the work for you." 

Well, he was about seventy years old and I would take care of him and I 

think he loved me 'til the day he died. 

KC: Now, you also got some offers from professional football teams. 

FS: Houston Oilers and the New York Giants. In Fact, Stacy Robinson, one of 

my ex-athletes, ended up playing for the New York Giants. And in those 

days, we had guys signing all the time and they'd sign for five, six 

thousand [dollars]. Well, my first teaching job was going to be four 

thousand. That wasn't hardly no money. But at that time, it was pretty 

good. A loaf of bread would cost you about twenty-five cents, so we were 

able to make ends meet. 

My wife was pregnant and I had played twenty straight years of football 

without stopping. From the time I was eight years old to the time I was 

twenty-eight, I hadn't missed a season. In all my ups and downs and 

experiences and different things I'd been through, I'd never missed a 

season of football. So when the opportunity really came for me to play at a 

high level I was just about tired of football. And playing in the Southwest 

conference wasn't easy. It was like playing professional football. I don't 
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think the kids down there was as smart or well coached as say the Big Ten 

or the Big Eight. But they were just so tough, which made it really like a 

gladiatorial arena during the Roman days. It was really tough football and 

it prepared you for anything else you wanted to do. But once I finished I 

had to make a quick decision, and that decision was based on the fact I 

was twenty-eight years old. I didn't figure I had that many years in the 

pros if I did make it. I wasn't worried about making it but I was worried 

about dragging my wife along with me, pregnant, and maybe being 

bounced around awhile 

before success would 

come. So, I took one of 

the jobs I figured was 

going to be money in 

hand. 1'd be finally 

bringing in some 

paychecks. We can sit 

down and be a little bit 

comfortable and 

consequently we were 

with that little job at 

Dermott. 

KC: So you got married 

while you were In 

college? 
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FS: No, I got married before I went back to college. In fact, my wife stayed 

here for the first year until I got my feet on the ground. She was working 

and sending me a little money to keep me from being totally broke. She 

came down the next year and then we spent the next three years there 

together. They gave me my own little apartment, It was called-those 

quonset huts. Remember those huts? I had one of those. 

But the first year was interesting. Let me tell you about the first year. 

When I first arrived as a quarterback from Minnesota I didn't have a 

scholarship and after the first two weeks out there my coach said, "Don't 

worry about the scholarship. You got it. In the meantime we're going to 

have you working in the cafeteria and doing some things. Starting next 

year, you'll be on full scholarship." I said, "That's great." So I called my 

wife and I told her, so she showed up that summer and they didn't have 

any place for me to live because the quonset hut for me wasn't ready yet 

and they put me up in the Student Union Building. Now that's where all 

the dignitaries stayed when they come to town, that's where they put 

them up, in the Student Union Building. I had a nice room up there - air

conditioned, TV. They had to bring our breakfast and our dinner and our 

lunch up to us, and a lot of people were jealous. "Who's this guy from 

Minnesota getting this kind of treatment?" What the coach was doing, he 

was taking care of me temporarily, but a lot of the students didn't know 

that I wasn't going to be living there forever. They figured I was going to 

be there forever. They said, "We never heard anything [like this]. This guy 

from Minnesota, man, they got him livin' up there in air-conditioned 
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room and all this kind of stuff." A lot of jealousy developed. It took me 

awhile to overcome that, but eventually I did. 

KC: Was this a traditional Black college? 

FS: Yes, it was a traditionally Black college in the Southwest Conference. We 

played other teams like Gramblin and Prairie View and Texas Southern 

and Alcorn. 

KC: You're from Minnesota, so this Black population is one or two percent. 

What was it like living in an all Black environment? 

FS: It was great. It was a freedom. You know, it was a kind of freedom that I 

didn't have in an integrated society because it was like you were always 

trying to prove yourself to your White constituency or something. Being 

Black in that situation at the University of Minnesota, going through 

Mechanic Arts High School, you're always like walking a tightrope. Some 

people won't admit it, but the fact is it's there. Now if you're around your 

own kind you feel a bit more comfortable. Even though things go wrong, 

you can understand things 

a little bit more. Not that I 

was ever afraid of 

integration, because I 

grew up and I understood 

it, but I understand reality, 

too. And reality, for me 

the Black college was 

great. Now, for some kids 

Coach Smaller at schools variety show c. 1968 
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that came from different states like Michigan and Detroit and California, 

some of them were pretty uncomfortable and they didn't like the all Black 

situation and they would go back to integrated schools where they felt 

more comfortable. That's the difference in people, character and 

personalities, more than it is color sometimes. But some people feel a lot 

more comfortable in an integrated situation than they would in an all 

Black situation. 

It just so happened for me, I felt great in an all Black situation because I'd 

been through the other situation and I know that when you're driven and 

you're competitive, I think you run into a lot of other things when you're 

not a person that's kind of sedate and kind of laid back. They don't put 

themselves in positions to be challenged, so they probably wouldn't run 

into a lot of the opposition and things that I ran into. 

KC: And then you went off and you taught in a Black school and you're in the 

South and there are many more Blacks, but at some point you came back 

to Minnesota. 

FS: Well, in the South I had some experiences. A lot of people were 

segregated. I taught in an all Black school and just across the track was the 

all White school. I taught at Chico High School and the White school was 

Dermott High School, and Dermott was where all the White kids would 

go. So one of the experiences I had before I left there. We were very 

successful in basketball. The second year I was there I took those kids to 

the State Tournament, or they took me to the State Tournament, or we 

took each other. We scored 155 points in one ball game, which was third 

in the nation that year and nobody could believe it. I remember this White 
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policeman was standing at the door and the score was ninety-nine to 

twenty-something, and I was the coach. And 1'm thinking - I said to my 

kids, "Guys, that was a great game. Go out and congratulate the other 

team." They said, "Coach, it's only half-time. The game's not over." I was 

completely out of it. Because I wasn~t coaching. I was just sitting on the 

bench watching my kids play. I mean, I coached them. I would, but they 

were playing so well. It was just before the District Tournament started 

and they were so-you'd have to see it to believe it. It was just a 

marvelous thing to watch these kids come from nothing to what they were 

and to score 155 points. And the first team didn't even play the second 

half. They played the first half because once I found out its ninety-nine to 

twenty-something, "You guys aren't playing anymore." So I played the 

second team the third quarter and I played the third team the fourth 

quarter and the score ended up 155 to 57. We could have scored 200 points 

in that game. Nobody believed it. But the policeman was there. He went 

back over to the White school and he was telling all the people what we'd 

done and it had come out in the paper. They didn't print a whole lot in the 

paper, not about the Black school, but it was enough. First they came to 

our school where they gave us some kudos for our efforts and that was 

something they couldn't believe. They had those little headlines that said, 

Chico High School Scores 155 Points Against Hermitage. Of course, the coach 

was mad at me from Hermitage. I apologized to him. I said, "I want to ask 

you a question. If you were in my position and your kids was playing that 

well and you were getting ready for a District Tournament, which you 

know you got some tough teams in your region you gotta play, would 
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you let your kids play? You gotta remember now, I pulled my first team 

out at half-time." He said, "Floyd, but you didn't have to do me like that." 

I said, "It wasn't a matter of doing you. It was a matter of letting those 

kids express themselves and not cheating them. And I feel strong about it. 

You think about it over the years and I think you will change your mind. I 

truly apologize to you, and I hope you will corne to support us when we 

get in our District Tournament." He said, "Well I'll call and I'll let you 

know." So sure enough he showed up and he supported us through it and 

we won those three district basketball games to go to the State. 

Coach Smaller and his 1967 State Tournament basketball team in Dermott Arkansas 

KC: Now I have the illusion that these are Black teams playing Black teams 

and there is not integration of White and Black teams playing each other? 
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FS: These are Black teams playing Black teams and we were the smallest team 

probably in the state. We played kids that were 6"8', 6//7', 6//9'. And we 

got an opportunity two years later. This was after this team had graduated 

and I had one kid left off of that team, Luther Cooper, who was 5"9' when 

he started playing. He was 6//4' when he graduated. We got a chance to 

play the White team. It was when they started integrating the teams 

slowly. We played Dermott High School in our town, the White School. 

Before this game came up, it was going to be the first game in the District 

Tournament and we had to play it at Monticello High School. Well, the 

superintendent at the school he called me and he says, "Smaller, we're not 

gonna take any kids or any buses, just the teams are gonna play." I said, 

//Well, what do you mean, just the teams are gonna play? That doesn't 

make any sense.// He said, "This is the first time that Black and White kids 

have ever played together and we don't want no riots.// So I thought about 

this and my principal said to me, he says, "Well Floyd, we can't take any 

buses. The superintendent won't let us have any buses.// I said, "You 

believe that sucker's gonna not let his kids go and they're not gonna take 

any buses. You must be out of your mind.// He said, "Well man, I don't 

wanna lose my job. Man, I can't.// I said, "I'll tell you what. I'm gonna call 

every Black parent in town. I'll have the kids call them. They're gonna 

drive their cars.// I said, "You don't worry about the band. The band is 

gonna drive their car.// And what happened, my friend Charles Skerlock, 

the band director, had a lot of guts, you know. He was putting his job on 

the line. So I said, "Well, you know, what do we have to lose? We can't 

keep going through this kind of situation where these people are bluffing 
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us, telling us what we can or cannot do. I'm gonna beat this team." And 

my principal says, "You just can't." I said, "Are you telling me that I'm 

supposed to lay down and let these people beat us? I'll tell you what. 

Don't show up." Well, here's what happened, Kate, when we got to this 

gym that Saturday afternoon. Dermott High School not only had their 

band. They must have had ten buses of people. I looked at my principal 

and I said, "Do you see what I'm telling you?" He said, "Yeah, man, they 

don't ever change do they?" I said, "Look at those cars lined up. You 

know whose people those are? Those are our people." And here's the 

irony of the whole thing. A kid that I'd raised - I went to college with his 

sister. His name was Leroy Kennedy. His sister's name was Enola 

Kennedy. The year before I left Dermott, Dermott High School had got my 

best player, who was Leroy Kennedy, and drafted him into their program 

because they were integrating, but they'd take my best players in order to 

integrate. So I talked to my kids about it. I said, "You know they took 

Leroy Kennedy." "Yeah, coach, he's over there playing with the White 

kids." I said, "Okay, here's what we're gonna do. We're gonna make him 

sweat like a nigger when we get over there, okay. We're gonna work him 

to death." So what happened, the ball was tipped off. Kate, our stands was 

full of Black people. Their stands was full of White people. There was no 

riot after the game, there was nothing. We beat them people eighty-five to 

fifty-something. Leroy Kennedy had twenty-four points or somewhere in 

that area, but boy did we work him to death. After that he come over and 

he apologized. He said, "Coach, I'm sorry. I couldn't turn him down when 

he told me to come over." I said, "Yeah you could of if you had some guts. 
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If you trusted your coach you'd have turned him down. You'd been with 

me too long to play down like that." He said, "Well, I'll never forget you." 

And he said, "I'm really kind of glad you won." I said, "Yeah, right." 

We went onto the district finals. We got beat by the team at McGee, which 

was an all White team, too, but they were a good team. They beat us by 

two points in the final, and they went to the State and we didn't that year. 

But it was a great opportunity to see segregation and integration trying to 

work itself out in the South. 

KC: What year was this? 

FS: Actually, winter of 1968, because I left in '69. That was quite an 

experience, and those people, they said, "Coach, we'll never forget you. 

You know, you took us to a point we have never been. You took us to the 

State Tournament. You got us to wearing natural hair-do's down here. We 

stopped saying yes and no sir." I mean, they had people down there-I 

mean they had kids saying yes and no sir to the kids who were fourteen, 

fifteen years old. That didn't make sense. So I got in a few arguments with 

a few of the White men down there, I got into an argument with my 

superintendent and believe it or not, when he fired me, I threatened to 

whoop him. And it was so much a firing [going on], it was like when they 

integrated the schools down there, everybody that was a principal, a 

coach, anybody that was head [of anything like] Horne Ec teachers, they 

all sent them somewhere else. They put White people over those positions. 

So I said, well rather than getting relegated to that, I said, "I'm not gonna 

wait for these people to decide my fate for me." My wife wanted to corne 
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back anyway, so I said I will apply for a job in Minnesota. So in 1969, that 

summer I left Dermott. Loaded up my family and two of the people that 

lived there followed us here. I had to put them in the car and bring them 

with us and they still live here right now. Yvette and her sister Rae-Rae, 

they have been here for thirty-four years, right along with us. They left 

Dermott. I mean they were just friends, but they weren't going to let us 

leave without them, so they're still here. And, you know Harry Davis? 

Well, Yvette married his son, Butch. Since, they've been divorced, but that 

was one of the unions that took place from that trip up here. 

KC: Where did you get the teaching job up here? 

FS: My first job up here was Wilson Junior High.29 And when I applied for the 

job, I applied to Dr. Sergeant. He's probably dead now. And I told Dr. 

Sergeant, "I'm applying for this job as teacher, .coach and I don't care what 

school you send me to, I'm just looking for an opening and I'll go 

wherever there is." And he said, "Well, we got a few openings." And I 

told him, "I'll make an application. Here's my superintendent's number, 

you can call him for a reference. But I can tell you what he's gonna tell you 

before ... [Laughter] He said, "Let's hear." He said everything I said. He 

said, "Well, you know, he's stubborn, he's hotheaded, and something 

about my Black Power or something. I don't know," the superintendent 

was saying and he didn't think I would make a good teacher in a White 

situation and all that. He dogged me pretty bad. But the one thing he did 

not say that I wasn't good at my job. So Sergeant offered me a job at 

29 Wilson Junior High School was located at Albert, Blair, Pascal, and Lafond. Built in 1925, it currently houses the 
ECFE-Early Childhood Family Education Program and has been known as Expo School since 1993. 
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Highland Park. He said, "I got two openings here. I have a job at Wilson 

Junior High and I got a job at Highland High School. I said, "Where are 

most of the Black kids?" He said, "They're at Wilson Junior High." I said, 

"Well, why don't you give me that job." He said, "Well, listen, I could give 

you the job a Highland. There's a lot of White kids over there, but there's a 

few Black ones, too. I think you would be just the guy for that." I said, 

"Dr. Sergeant, you know I hear you. What you're telling me is that I'm 

gonna be the exception to the rule. I'm not interested in being the 

exception to the rule. I'm interested in being a role model where there's 

kids that need a person like me." And he looked at me and he said, "You 

know, that superintendent was right, but he was wrong. I think you're not 

only good at your job, but you're a real human being." And when he said 

that to me, I didn't think he was going to say that, I thought it was going 

to be something different. I mean, it was like I made the right choice. And 

of course, I had accepted Wilson Junior High and eventually left there and 

went to Mechanic Arts where I graduated from in 1955. I coached and 

taught there for four or five years. I had a few of my sisters and brothers 

and nephews in my 

KC: What years did 

you coach and 

teach at Mechanic? 

FS: 1971 to 1976. 

Coach and Mechanic Arts 
Basketball team 
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And of course, when I left there, I went to Central [High School)3° and 

that's where I ended up retiring from. I guess, I was at Central longer than 

any coach in any sport in the history of the school. And it was strange that 

it would be that kind of a story because when I was in high school, Central 

was our big rivalry. And my 

first wife, Jackie, she went to 

Central High School and I was 

at Mechanic Arts High School. 

And Bob Blakey, my good 

friend, he was at Central and I 

was at Mechanic Arts, but we 

both started out at Marshall 

High School. Marshall turned 

into a junior high. We kind of 

separated and went our 

separate ways. Central basketball c. 1978 

See, it's corning back to the old Dale Street again. Marshall was located on 

the other side of Dale Street, so when I went to Marshall High School, I got 

to know all these people that lived on [the other side of Dale street. I knew 

30 Central High School began in 1866 and consisted of two rooms in the Franklin Building, downtown Saint Paul. By 
1872 it was known as Saint Paul High School, and moved to Seventh and Jackson. In 1883, a 27-room building was 
completed and the school was named The Saint Paul Central High, and located on Minnesota Street in downtown 
Saint Paul. Because of space needs, a new school was built at 275 Lexington Avenue in 1912. In 1977, the building 
was reduced to its structural form, expanded and rebuilt to the current building. 
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some of them before, but I got to 

know them all when I went to 

Marshall High School. And it 

was almost like I was a part of 

that community and a part of my 

community and I was kind of 

like a liaison between my friends 

and the people. If you want to 

meet so-and-so, you see Floyd or 

we go down to Floyd's house. 

And I was kind of like the 

conduit between the two 

communities. And I felt pretty 

Coach Smaller with Von Sheppard on the 
occasion of Sheppard' s signing letter of 

intent to attend and play football at 
University of Nebraska in 1983. 

important. I kind of dragged my friends back and forth to meet each 

other. That was a great experience. And I got to know all these people. I 

was so entwined in their lives and everything, by coming back here and 

being a teacher and a coach, I got to coach all of my sisters and brothers 

and teach them. I had most of my friend's sons and daughters, and from 

that i was a real revelation. It was like a storybook kind of thing. And 

everyday I felt pretty good getting up going to work because I was always 

meeting somebody that belonged to somebody that I knew or grew up 

with. Either a cousin or an uncle or an auntie, and they would go home 

and say, "You know who my teacher is? Mr. Smaller. Do you know who 

my coach is? Mr. Smaller." So it was like being home, I guess, it was 

probably one of the greatest things that happened to me and if I hadn't 
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have gotten fired in Dermott, I'd probably would have spent my career 

down there. But I think things happen sometimes [for the better]. We 

make reasons out of things. I don't know if they happen for a reason or 

not, but we make reason out of it. And I think that corning back here, I can 

make a good reason, I can make a good story for it. 

Central won the state track championship 
Front: Jim Robinson, Assistant Coach Delene Hawkins Thomas, Coach 

Smaller, Assistant Coach Art Payne - 1989 

KC: Now, you were athletic director at Central? 

F5: No, I was the head football coach at Central. I assisted in basketball, head 

track, boys and girls, and I was administrator for Central for nine years 

before I was a teacher. 50 I spent a lot of time in the school system doing a 

lot of things, so I got a chance to stretch my little degree to its limit. And 

my experience was really great because I was put in positions where I had 
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to do a lot of things for a lot of people and consequently, in most 

situations, they were successful. Because I went with the same old adage 

with Shorty in Saint Louis. You have to overcome some things. I was 

always willing to roll my sleeves up and go to work to try to overcome 

obstacles and I still feel that way. I'm a little older now. At sixty-seven I 

think I'm losing a little bit of my energy and my strength. But I was 

probably very naIve when I first started. I figured with hard work and 

sacrifice you can change the world. And I guess that's the way young 

Coach 
c.1987 

people should think. If you don't think 

like that, you won't change very much. 

KC: What year did you retire from 

Central? 

FS: I retired from Central in the year 

2000. June of 2000. In fact, this June 6th it 

will be four years for me. And that four 

years has gone by so fast. I can't really 

imagine where the time has gone. It 

seems like the older I get, the faster the 

time goes. And that's kind of scaring me a 

little bit. I thought it would slow up, but I 

don't even know what day it is sometimes. 

KC: Now you were inducted into a Hall of Fame?31 

31 The Minnesota State High School League Hall of Fame recognizes and preserves the heritage of high school 
activities in Minnesota and to keeps their tradition and spirit alive through honoring those persons who have excelled in 
one or more high school activity programs sponsored by the League and its member schools. 
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FS: Yes, I was inducted into the Hall of Fame [in 1995]. And one of the people 

that was instrumental in that was one of my ex-students, Lisa Lissamore, 

who is a high-ranking officer in the State High School League at this time. 

She called me and she said, "You got the credentials to be in the Hall of 

Fame." I hadn't thought much about it and she said, "Send me your 

material and I will give it to the committee." So she did. She sent me the 

material that I needed and I sent the stuff back to her. And she said, "Well, 

it won't even be a problem." So consequently, it wasn't a problem. And 

when I was inducted, the people that inducted me into the Hall of Fame, 

and my good friend Marvin [Anderson)32-he was there when I was 

inducted [along with my wife and family] . They told me that was some of 

the best credentials that they'd ever had. 

KC: What's the full title of the Hall of Fame? 

FS: It's the Minnesota State High School 

League Hall of Fame. And people that are in 

it are people like [University of Minnesota 

athlete and Athletic Director] Paul Giel and, 

in fact, this year they're going to induct 

[Olympic Hockey coach] Herb Brooks into it. 

[Baseball major leaguers] Dave Winfield's in 

it, and Paul Molitor. So I'm in there with 

some pretty classy people. 

32 Marvin Roger Anderson and Floyd Smaller co-founded Rondo Oays-A Community Festival. 
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In fact, I was inducted before some of them were inducted. In fact, Herb 

Brooks will be in this year. I just got an invitation from them to come 

down for the induction. I mayor may not. It depends. 

KC: Who else from this community is in the Hall of Fame? 

FS: Jim Griffin, who went in as an official. You know, he officiated for years, 

so he was inducted into the Minnesota State High League Hall of Fame [in 

1991]. They get coaches, athletes, administrators. These are the type of 

people who go in there. Broad range of people and they get them from all 

over the state. I think they induct ten a year, something like that. 

KC: I want to bring this back around, because before you had talked about the 

Gopher Elks Drum and Bugle Corps.33 Can you talk about some of those 

experiences? 

FS: Oh, those are fun things. You know, I wish sometime I could sit down and 

just year by year, chronologically just bring stuff up one thing after 

another how it happened, because we have to jump around a little bit. 

We're going back to my latter high school years, senior in high school, and 

a few years after I graduated. 

KC: What year was it? 1955? 

FS: 1955, '56, '57. The Gopher Drum and Bugle Corps. Well, you know, 

growing up as kids, we all wanted to be a part of it. We'd see these people 

beating these drums and blowing these bugles and the majorettes and 

33 The Gopher Elks Drum and Bugle Corps was sponsored by the Gopher Elks Lodge, which was located at 559 
Carroll. In 1955, the Lodge moved to 803 Saint Anthony between Saint Albans and Grotto. The Improved Benevolent 
Protective Order of the Elks of the World (IBPOEW), the Black Elks fraternal organization , was formed in 1898 when 
two Pullman Porters were denied membership in the all-White order in Cincinnati, OH. IBPOEW followed the same 
commitments to youth as the BPOE (White Elks) through artistic endeavors, athletics, scholarship, and camps. 
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everybody on the street watching them, and that was just another show 

that everybody wanted to be in. I don't care what age you were. I mean, 

we'd get sticks off of trees and we'd be beating on mailboxes and 

marching in the street, beating tin cans. I mean, if you weren't a member 

of the Elks, you weren't anybody, okay. So eventually everybody-this 

was the application you made in your mind: "1 want to be a member of 

that drum and bugle corps before I die." So most of my friends, me and 

Marvin and Joe Lewis and Donald Powers and Eugene Price and Pudgy 

Thurston, we were all in the Elks. At one point they voted me commander 

of the Elks. I was commander for about two years. 

KC: What does that mean? 

FS: That means you're in control of all the people, except the big honcho, who 

is the major. These are the guys that actually - these are older men. These 

men were fifty-five, sixty years old. I'm trying to think of their names 

right now. I know one was named Harold Walker and Willie Burrell. They 

used to sign us up for the parades in Blue Earth, Owatonna, Rochester. We 

marched all over the state. They would have com celebration, they'd have 

the tractor race celebration. You know, all these little towns had all these 

little kind of things they celebrate during the summer and we would show 

up for these parades and celebrations. The Minneapolis Elks was our rival. 

A lot of the parades, we'd say, "Y ou know Minneapolis is gonna be 

there." So everybody gotta put on his best show because now you got 

these two Black bands that shows up in these White communities that's 

located out of the Twin Cities. It's show time, baby, it's show time. They'd 

show up, we'd show up, we'd do our regular parade thing. After the 
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parade was over, here comes the beer and whatever else you wanted and 

all these old drunks would be in the street and they'd be celebrating. 

"Hey, boys, you want a drink? You what a this?" So we'd march in and 

out of these liquor establishments. Like, if there was a beer joint in 

Owatonna and the front [door] was open, we'd march right through the 

front door and out the back door, and all these people would be sitting in 

there drinking and the noise would be loud. We'd be beating these drums 

and these people would be having just one heck of a time. We'd march out 

of that joint, go across the street and march through another joint, come 

back and march through another joint. And we'd do this and have two, 

three parades every week. That's how we spent our summers, doing these 

type of events. And you're talking about fun. I mean, it was like Saturday 

[evening] post days. It was like everything was great. We'd have the full 

moon coming home on the bus and people would be singing and laughing 

and just having a jolly old time. Then our girlfriends would be waiting for 

us when we got home, no matter what time it was if their folks would let 

them stay up, because sometimes we wouldn't get home 'til three in the 

morning from our parade trips. 

On our practice days, all the people in town would line up on the 

sidewalks between 5:30 and 8:30 in the evening to watch us practice, and 

by the time it got dusk dark and the lights were not yet on, people behind 

us would turn their car lights on. So the lights would be glancing off the 

drums and the sticks and the bugles would be shining and it was just one 

heck of a picture to see. Everybody would follow us around the 
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community. We'd march around Hallie Q. Brown and Field's Drug 

Store,34 and by the Elks and down by a few of the old liquor 

establishments and people would be just out there yelling. It was like 

they'd never seen us and they'd just seen us the day before. But everyday 

was like a new experience for us. And all the little kids would be running 

behind us, "I want to be like him! I want to be like him!" I started out on 

the snare drum and I played the tenor drum and my love was the big bass 

drum. I really liked playing the bass drum. 

KC: Now, this was all boys. How many were in it? 

FS: It was boys and girls. Now, girls didn't play the drums or the bugles, but 

the girls were the majorettes. So we had probably twelve, thirteen 

majorettes. Big fun. Big fun! 

KC: How many boys were there in it? 

FS: Oh, we had about-I'd say we had about thirty-two people. Yeah, it was 

nice. We'd march in the Winter Carnival. We marched in the Aquatennial. 

We did this every year. 

KC: So we were practicing several times a week, all year long, plus lots of 

parades? 

FS: We were all in school during the year, so on Saturdays we'd go up to the 

Elks during the winter and we'd practice indoors, upstairs, and beat the 

drums and get ready for our summer escapades. That was fun, too. We'd 

go up there on Saturdays. We didn't have nothing to do, so we'd go up 

there and beat the drums and then some of the girls would come up and 

34 Lafayette Field's Pharmacy was located 626 Rondo at Dale and Rondo. Later it relocated to 542 Rondo, between 
Mackubin and Kent. 
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sit around or they'd go in another room and practice their steps while we 

were doing that. It gave us something to do. 

KC: No, at some point it was called Peter's Elks? 

FS: Peter's. That was later on, I think. 1'd retired and I think I was in college 

and out then. I think Lee Ballard was commander then and that's when 

Peter's Meats, I think, was sponsoring them and they had these old gray 

uniforms and they marched in the Aquatennial and looked like-almost 

looked like confederate uniforms or something. Gray wool, itchy, you 

know. 

KC: What were your uniforms like? 

FS: Oh, we wore the army khakis and the spats, and little army hats. It was a 

cute outfit. 

Gopher Elks 

Duane Perteet, 
Eugene Watts, 
Marvin Anderson, 
Wally Pettiford, 
Elroy Harway 
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KC: Did you have a sponsor when you were involved? 

FS: No we didn't. In fact, we sponsored ourselves. We'd go out and buy our 

own uniform. But see, all we needed, we needed the white belt. We had 

the white spats and we had the khaki cap, khaki shirts, khaki pants, and 

either brown or black shoes and we shined them. We looked real good. 

But Peters Meats, I guess they probably started sponsoring them, for a 

couple years there, and got some old used stuff. I don't know, that stuff 

was so ugly. 

KC: What were the ages of the Elks? 

FS: It varied, but you really had to be a teenager to go because we'd go out of 

town, and a lot of time there was alcohol and stuff, so most of the kids was 

seventeen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty-one, you know, twenty-two. 

KC: And when you'd go through these towns and they'd offer you a beer? 

FS: Oh, man, we'd take it, no problem. We drank beer. I remember one time, 

Kate, we were over in Minneapolis. It was the Aquatennial parade and 

we'd finished the parade and we were in this club downtown, and these 

guys were just offering us all drinks and everything. So you know, I told 

him-he said, "What do you want?" I said, "Gin Sour." I didn't know the 

difference and it tastes good. So he said, "Well, you want another one?" 

"Sure, give me another one." So we were all drinking these drinks down 

like they were pop. Man, when we got on the bus to go horne, a whole bus 

full of drunk Elk people, we were sick, we were throwing up. I mean we 

were in trouble. Because number one, we didn't know how to drink and it 

didn't taste bad, so it tasted a little bit like pop, and we were drinking. The 

more we drank, the lighter our head got, so we were feeling great, but it 
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was the after effects. I don't think we sobered up. In fact, I didn't go home. 

We got home from the parade around-it must have been around 6:30 

that evening. No one went home because we didn't want to go home and 

our folks know we were drunk. We ended up going over to Hawthorne 

Park in Minneapolis. Now this will bake the cake. There was about fifteen 

of us in our little group. We went over to Hawthorne Park rather than go 

home. You know what we did? We got on the Ferris wheel. Now wasn't 

that something. Now you're talking about sick. You're talking about sick. 

Oh, God. We just didn't know you don't ride things like that. We figured 

we get a little air, we're going to be okay. We got sicker and sicker. I never 

been that sick in my life. The fact of the matter is, I think when we got 

home we told the biggest lie that the bus had broke down or something. I 

don't know what it was, but we all had the same story, and our parents 

didn't really challenge us. But they knew something was off because some 

of the kids were still sick when they got home. And I tell you, I must have 

felt queasy for four days afterward. That was a real experience. I got sick 

when I got older. You always over-drink sometimes when you have a 

party. You get a hangover or something. But never like that. I was never 

like that again in my life. 

KC: Were there any boundaries after that about how much drinking people 

did? 

FS: Oh, yeah, we set personal boundaries, you know. That was a life 

experience. It was like when my father told me I could smoke. I was 

twelve years old. I asked him if I could smoke. And he said, "Well, if you 

got enough nerve to ask me if you can smoke, yeah, you can smoke." So I 
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tried my first cigarette with my friend. I inhaled. I got so dizzy, I could 

hardly see. I was staggering. I almost fell on the stove. I said, "Is this the 

way cigarettes make you feel?" I didn't smoke another cigarette until I 

graduated from high school. I mean the best lesson in the world. I didn't 

smoke another cigarette until I graduated from high school. 

KC: Besides Gopher Elks, what was the music in the community? Where 

would you listen to music? 

FS: Any kind of music? 

KC: Yes. 

FS: Any kind of music. Well, oh, there were so many places. The pool hall, 

they had a little jukebox in there. 

KC: What music did you like? 

FS: Blues, the latest in oldies but goodies. Annie Had A Baby. There were so 

many, I start thinking about it, they should just roll off. Annie had a baby, 

Annie can't work no more, every time she get to working, she'd have to stop and 

walk the baby 'cross the floor. You know! [Laughter] People didn't think bad 

of it, but you look back at it, and they say now the music is real bad. Well, 

that wasn't the greatest either when you think about it. You know what 

I'm saying. But we had all kinds of music like Maybe and A Thousand Miles 

Away. These are all oldies but goodies. We could go to our little parties 

and we listened to music at each other's houses. We had house parties in 

the summer. Every night there was somebody giving one. They'd call 

them jumps. You'd say, I'm gonna jump over here, gonna jump over 

there, gonna jump over here. So somebody was always giving a party. 

And most of the people that give parties, their folks worked at night. 
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That's where the party would be. See, we'd go to somebody's house 

where the parents weren't home. We'd have a good time. 

KC: Describe a jump. What's the whole scene of a jump? 

FS: The scene of a jump is a house party. Beer hid under the counter 

somewhere, everybody trying to be sneaky, guys got a little wine out in 

the car. And nobody's drinking too much, because you know you're going 

to get the hell beat out of you when you get home if you got liquor on 

your breath. So we'd take a little sip and play like we were drunk. Go in 

and grab your girl and lean her back as far as you can and get the slow 

rollin' with them. And the place gets steamy and hot and a little bit funky 

and the jump is on. You know, that was it. If you're lucky, if you' re lucky, 

there may be something there to eat. Somebody made some sandwiches or 

maybe some fried chicken left over, but other than that it's just young 

people having a party. We created our own fun. 

KC: Records? 

FS: Oh, yeah, records. I mean, that's all it was was records. You know it was 

like the little forty-fives. Man, you stack them up like that, and you get it 

on. James Brown, Ottis Redding. I mean we had everything. We had Fats 

Domino and we had some of the best music and then we listened to jazz, 

of course. Saturday afternoon, us guys would trade albums and stuff 

around. We did the whole nine yards. 

KC: So everybody pretty much had a record player? 

FS: Pretty much, yeah. You know, another thing in those days-Kate, you 

know you talk about people stealing stuff or thieves. In our day, there 

wasn't a whole lot to steal, because people didn' t have a whole lot. You 
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know what I'm saying. People would sleep with their front door open, the 

back door open. Nobody stole anything. If you did steal it they'd know 

who got it. If you found a radio somewhere, they'd say, "That's Miss 50-

and-so's radio, boy. You take that radio back." You couldn't steal nothin'. 

We didn't have the junk we got nowadays. 

KC: Did you go to any dances other than the jumps in the community? 

FS: Oh, yeah. We had this little group called the Crazy Eight. Me, Marvin, Joe 

Lewis, Donald Powers, Eugene Price and Martin Williams. 

And most of these guys turned out to be pretty successful, too. Let's see. 

Martin worked for Shell Oil and Marvin was head of the Law Library. Joe 

Lewis is a slum landlord in Detroit. Donald Powers, of course, he went to 

prison off and on, and then he ended up dying of diabetes. And there was 

Big John Dorsey. He lives out in California. James Thurston, always called 

him cousin, he's dead. Eugene Price, he's still around. Eugene was a heck . 

of an ice skater. He and I and Joe Price, we were the best ice skaters in 

town during that time. So we had a lot of talent in this little group. We 

were the first guys to wear-you know in our group, because I'm sure 

people did it before. We thought we were original. We wore suit coats, 

neck ties and blue jeans to parties. We'd go to parties like that, see, and of 

course, we got invited to most of the parties. We were pretty popular. But 

the parties where we'd really go would be the parties the older folks had, 

and we were some of the young people that was not invited, but they 

knew we were always going to crash, so they kind of left the door open 

for us to show up. And if we didn't, they were a little disappointed. We'd 
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go in and dance with all the old ladies and everything. We'd have a ball. 

Man, they thought we were the slickest guys in town. 

Crazy 8: Donald Powers, Joe Lewis, Wally Pettiford, Floyd Smaller, 
Harry Fullford, Marvin Roger Anderson, Jackie Ellis 

KC: Now, these were, again, adult house parties? 

FS: No, these were adult dances, like the Loafers Club and all those social 

clubs. Yeah, yeah, we'd go to the big dances and have a ball. Man, yeah. 

We didn't go to those house parties. We weren't invited to that. But see a 

dance was like a public thing, so we could walk in the door. And at that 

point, we were seventeen, eighteen, nineteen years old, so we were kinda 

like welcome, because we put on a show. We got everybody up dancing 
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and we'd have a ball. We were very talkative. We were kind of a good 

group. We were like the Crazy Eight gang, but we were all fun. We all had 

nicknames. My name was Smallafrez, Joe's name was Lucifrez, Marvin's 

name was Androcules. And Martin always smoked a little pipe. We called 

him Kano, and then there was Eugene. I think about it now, just talking to 

you about it is almost like, it recreates those days for me. Like you can live 

through these times again because it was a very exciting time and place to 

be. I mean, we talk about Rondo and it not being there anymore. These are 

things I talk about. These are the things I feel. And it was for years we 

didn't feel that though. It left with Rondo. A lot of good stuff went out 

with the freeway. 

KC: By this time these social club parties would be at the hotels, right? 

FS: Yeah, some would be at hotels or they would be at the Nacarima Club.35 

Mostly hotels and places they rented, dance halls, the Prom Ballroom,36 

you know. You could go there for some of the dances. 

KC: What were the local musicians that might be playing? 

FS: Mel Carter, Sr. Yeah, he was like a mainstay in the community. He had all 

the other guys playing. Herb Williams, people like that. Every once in a 

while Count Basey would come to town. We'd go to their dances and 

stuff. 

KC: Percy Hughes? 

FS: Percy Hughes, yeah, Percy Hughes. Always reminded me a little of Billy 

Eckstein, you know. He had that look about him. These were people we 

35 Nacarima Club was located on 4th Avenue South in Minneapolis. 
36 Prom Ballroom called itself "Home of the Name Bands" and was located at 1190 University Avenue. 
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knew as youngsters. They were the people that were mainly the attraction 

during that time. It wasn't like they had as many bands as they have now. 

KC: Besides the parties, would there be other places that you could go and 

listen to music? 

FS: Yeah, there really was. I remember Ahmad Jamal was over at-do you 

remember where the Key Club37 was on Washington Avenue? They had a 

few places over there where we'd go and listen to jazz. Ahmad Jamal 

would come to town. People like that. He played in the Key Club and he 

played next door to the Key Club, too. That was another little place. I can't 

think of the name of it right now, and it was really kind of cozy, almost 

like sitting up in a theatre. It had little chairs and tables, but it was kind of 

long. You'd be sitting back and looking at the stage from an angle, and I 

remember seeing Ahmad Jamal for the first time. 

I was with Wendell Patrick and James Milsap. A few of my mentors, you 

know. They were a little older than me but we were at that college age 

then and everybody was wearing slick polished cotton and all that kind of 

stuff. Had that jazz look about' em. The time when the straight front pants 

first come out, call it Ivy League, you know the Ivy League look. Yeah, we 

were dealing with all that kind of stuff and everybody thought we were 

really the jazz experts and all that kind of stuff. We probably didn't know 

diddly, but we were playing the part. Everywhere there was a chance, in a 

37 Key Club was located at 1329 Washington in Minneapolis and was a very popular nightspot for Black patrons to 
dance. 
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set like that, well, we'd show up with the Ivy League look and go through 

the process of looking like we were intelligent about jazz. 

KC: Did you ever go to the Treasure Inn or any other places? 

FS: Treasure Inn, I'm trying to think. What is the Treasure Inn, now? 

KC: That would have been a bit before your time? 

FS: Well, I'm sixty-seven and I started moving around when I was seventeen, 

eighteen, nineteen years old, and we went quite a few places. We didn't 

leave too many rocks unturned. Wherever there was a party or a 

gathering, our little group would be there. We really did get around in 

this town. Back in the Twin Cities our little group, our Crazy Eight gang, I 

mean we were the first to really start spending a lot of time in 

Minneapolis. We got to know a lot of people over there and they got to 

know us. So then we started going back and forth. We had friends all over 

the place. Me and Marvin, we know so many people now, it ridiculous. 

And I think it goes back to those young years when we spread ourselves 

so thin. We got to know a lot of people. 

KC: When you'd go around, now the social club parties would be in the Black 

Community or part of the Black Community. Would you be going to 

integrated places? Would you be going to places that were all White 

establishments? 

FS: Oh, yeah, we'd go places that were integrated, yeah. Most of the parties 

we went to when we were growing up were Black, but we had no 

problems. When we were in high school, we were kind of loose cannons. 

We'd go where there was White folks dancing. We'd dance with them, 

too. And, high school, you got to remember something. Mechanic Arts 
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was like a melting pot at the time. We had Jewish people down there, we 

had Mexicans, we had Indians, we had Blacks, and we all more or less got 

along. Sometimes we'd get together and say we're going to the roller 

skating rink, and we'd hook up. Every high school almost in the Twin 

Cities would go right out here to the roller skating rink.38 It was out here 

on Lexington right across from that little ice cream place. The Coliseum. It 

was across from the Dairy Queen. And we'd make our little dates and 

we'd show up out there and there'd be Black and White kids mixing. It 

wasn't all as racist as people try to make it, you know. Racism always 

been here. It used to raise its ugly head from time to time. If you went 

over on the East Side, you're going to run into a lot of opposition. You go 

out in Highland Park, you run into a lot opposition. But generally going 

around where kids will hang out, with the kind of kids that would show 

up, they kind of knew what to expect. White kids were friends with Black 

kids, a lot of us knew each other through athletics and other participation. 

So we had our little networking going so that it seemed more integrated 

probably than what it was at the time. I think we live in a better and more 

integrated society now than we did then. But for our experiences it wasn't 

all bad. We had friends on all sides of town. We'd go on the West Side 

where the Mexicans lived. We had friends over there. We'd go to parties 

over there. Go to Neighborhood House39 over there and stuff like that. 

38 A roller skating rink was part of the Coliseum Pavilion located at 449 Lexington and University. The Lexington 
Baseball Park was the home of the Saint Paul Saints baseball team from 1897 until 1956. The original stadium was 
rebuilt in 1916, and a dance hall was added just east of the baseball stadium. 
39 Neighborhood House is a Saint Paul social service and youth agency that began in 1897 and has been located at 
179 Robie Street since 1970. The Westside river flats were often the first home to new immigrants and Neighborhood 
House has been recognized as a sustaining agency of Jews, Blacks, Italians, Mexican, and Hmong. 
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We'd get around. Marigold Ballroom.4o That was downtown somewhere 

in Minneapolis. A lot of bands used to play at the old Marigold Ballroom. 

They had big parties down there, [and at the Labor Temple.41] 

KC: What else do you want to tell me? 

FS: I don't know. What else do you want to ask me? 

KC: Probably the one thing. Athletics at Ober Boys Club or athletics at Hallie 

Q. Brown? 

FS: Athletics at Ober Boys and Hallie Q. Brown was fun. We played touch 

football, we played regular football, there were basketball leagues, and 

girls and guys. It was an integrated clubs. We even had little church 

sessions. The Ober Boys Club where you had to do your little poetry and 

get your little Bible verses straightened out and we had the camps that 

emanated from there. We'd go out to Snell Lake Camp42 where we'd catch 

snakes and frogs and do all those kind of things and learn how to be 

campers. We learned how to canoe and how to ski and how to swim. 

KC: Day camp or week camp? 

FS: It was week camp. You go out there for a week you'd think you'd been 

gone for a whole year. You corne back and see if anything had changed in 

the city. You know how kids are. You been gone for a week you think 

you'd been gone forever. You think people miss you. 

40 Marigold Ballroom was located at 1336 Nicollet Avenue in Minneapolis. 
41 Labor Temple, also known as the Eagle Ballroom, was located at Central Avenue and SE Fourth Street in northeast 
Minneapolis. This ballroom was well known for the nationally known bands that performed there, and for serving both 
Black and White patrons. 
42 Snail Lake Youth Camp was located on Snail Lake north of Saint Paul. Administered by the Union Gospel Mission, it 
served youth from Ober Boys Club and Welcome Hall Girls Club. Sessions at this sleepover camp usually lasted a 
week at a time. 
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It was just fun growing up in the community. We spent a lot of time down 

at the old museum that used to be down there. We'd go and look at the 

mummies and all that kind of stuff. We'd go out to Battle Creek and climb 

the hills out there and the old ski jump. We were an adventurous bunch. 

We were all over the place. And I think that's what I liked about growing 

up, and it did give you that feeling of confidence when you were in 

another place, I've always kind of referred back to my experiences in the 

Rondo Community. It made me not afraid to tackle things or meet new 

people or sit down and converse with somebody about anything, as long 

as it wasn't nuclear physics or something. We could talk all day about 

experiences and things and people and communities, because we had one 

of the most unique communities, I think, in existence. I know a lot of 

people talk about their communities and how great they were, but I think 

that the way this community was located and laid out that made it so 

unique and how people really did live in kind of a symbiosis with each 

other. As quiet as it was kept the people on the other side of Oatmeal Hill 

and the people on this side of Cornmeal Valley, we basically got along 

over the years. There was people that married each other from both sides 

of town, was knowing each other from both sides, and then if you wanted 

to have fun at night, you'd come on down to Cornmeal Valley where all 

the little ole taverns were and nightclubs and speakeasies, and whatever 

else. Now if you want to play halfway sophisticated you go up on the 

other side of Dale Street and you can go to church. 

KC: What made it this unique community? Was it because it was such a strong 

Black community? 
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FS: I think it was unique in that you had strong Black individuals in the 

community that held most of the other people in the community together. 

And you could find them in every block. There was always somebody that 

was unique in every walk of life. You had Good Daddy Hall, who ran the 

after hour joints, and you had people in control, like Janabelle Taylor and 

people like that, that was over at Hallie Q. Brown, and Harold Marde was 

over at Ober Club. And you had Jim Millsap and Jim Robinson and Sam 

Robinson, who worked with the kids there, so we always had these great 

mentors. And then we had athletes who we could admire in the town and 

there was always somebody that was taking other athletes places, as they 

disappeared and went onto other things. We had people going to college 

and they were role models and everybody wanted to be like that person 

that went to college. They'd corne back and get a good job. They say, 

"Well, I'm going to college. I'm gettin' me a good job." So it was like a 

growing evolutionary type thing. We kind of feed off each other, and we 

got a lot of good stuff from each other. 

It was more of a family than it was a disenchanted, disenfranchised 

community. We were really more together than we were apart. And I 

think when the diaspora happened it was really something that affected 

us all. I think some people really lost their minds because of it, because of 

that safety net that they had here, people that they could turn to. Once 

they had to be on their own and separate and move out. Moving and 

leaving affects people differently, even if it is for a few days sometime. 
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When you destroy a whole community you can destroy some people for a 

lifetime. And I think that happened. 

KC: Did your family have to move? 

FS: No. Basically a lot of families did not move. 

We were kind of in the community to stay. 

My dad wasn't going anywhere, like a lot of 

dads weren't going anywhere. My mother 

and grandmother weren't going anywhere. 

Some of the people that moved, Kate, I think 

they actually wanted to. I think they 

welcomed it. I don't think they saw the 

community as we see it now, or said we saw 

it then. I think some of the people were looking 

for a way out and wasn't having quite as much 

Floyd and Lorraine 
Smaller 

2002 

fun as some of the rest of us was having. So when the opportunity arose 

that they could be paid a certain amount of money and actually move out, 

well they jumped at that. I think one of the problems that happens when 

that goes on is that once you move yourself into this idyllic spot that you 

said you always wanted to be there and find sometime that maybe these 

people next door don't actually like you so much. Now you don't have 

that camaraderie anymore. You can't just look out your back door and 

holler at ole Mr. Jones or Miss Sue across the fence or whatever. And I 

think at some point that was missing. But you know nobody was going to 

turn back and say I made a bad choice. They are living in a better house 

now. They are felling better about themselves to some extent, but the 
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thing they were losing is the thing that holds people together and that's 

community and family and love. And when that disappears you see the 

sadness in people, and the depression and all the other things that sets in. 

It wasn't the greatest move for everyone. 

KC: Thank you. 
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