
Floyd George Smaller and Marvin Roger Anderson 
Share their story about the creation of 

RONDO DAYS -A Community Festival. 

February 13, 2004. 
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KHC: The focus of the Rondo Oral History Project is to look at the history of the 

community in Saint Paul where Rondo A venue was the primary business 

street. The interviews I conduct look at the past, before the late 1950s. But 

today, we want to focus on the creation of Rondo Days-a community 

festival. 

Who had the first idea? 

MRA: For many years after the freeway was built, the style of life and other 

aspects of the community where we grew up were lost. People, and I 

would include myself, would talk about the old days and would say, 

"remember this and remember that about Rondo", but none of us did 

much more than talk. It never really bothered me until I went to Grand 

Old Days Festival in 1980. At the Kick-Off, a speaker stood up and said, 

"Thanks for coming to the greatest neighborhood Saint Paul has ever 

known." At that moment, it just didn't sound right. I thought about and 

was still doing so when I ran into Floyd later that day. I told him what I 

had heard and how, for some reason, this statement did not reflect how 

we felt about the greatest of our old Rondo community. And, it was at that 

moment, after all the years of hearing myself and others say, "I remember 

Rondo, etc., and doing nothing" that I said, "We ought to do something 

about that." And that's how the idea happened. 

KHC: How old were you when Rondo was lost? 

MRA: My family was forced off Rondo in 1958. I was going on nineteen years old 

and on my way to college. Shortly after I left, our family home on Rondo 

was taken by the state under its eminent domain power. 

KHC: How old were you Mr. Smaller when Rondo was abandoned? 
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FGS: I was a junior in High School at Mechanic Arts, I was seventeen years old. 

I was to walk home every day from school, and I could see the destruction 

that was taking place. My family and I arrive here in 1944. We lived on 

Rondo A venue for a short period of time before moving down on Rice 

Street. We were the first black family to move in that neighborhood. Our 

family lived on Rice Street for about 6 or 7 years. I remember the Winter 

Carnival used to pass by our apartment every winter. We lived up over 

this little beer tavern in a red brick apartment. I remember our friends 

used to come and watch the parade from our front windows. We would 

set our pop in the window where it would stay cold. It was a great place 

to watch the parade, and enjoy a cold bottle of pop. 

My introduction to the real Rondo as a teenager was when we moved up 

on St. Anthony smack dab in the middle of the Rondo neighborhood. At 

that time I was a freshman at Marshall High School. That's when I got to 

know Marvin, Joe Lewis, and a host of other friends. They all lived on the 

other side of Dale Street. 

Dale Street was the dividing line for Lower Rondo and Upper Rondo. 

Lower Rondo was called Cornmeal Valley, and Upper Rondo was called 

Oatmeal Hill. Upper Rondo consisted of janitors, railroad partners, some 

paraprofessionals, and a few professionals. They were considered by some 

as the semi-sophisticated bunch. They had a number of social clubs and 

the majority of the black churches. Lower Rondo's claim was its packing 

house workers, factory workers, construction workers, and maids in the 
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hospitals. Lower Rondo is where you would go on Friday and Saturday 

night to have a good time. This part of Rondo was considered the red light 

district. We had most of the bars, pool halls, restaurants, and other fun 

stuff that was located in the lower area of the Rondo community. If you 

wanted to play a little game of sophistication, you could always visit 

Upper Rondo and go into your act. If you wanted to get a little low down 

and dirty, you could pay a visit to the Lower Rondo area. We lived in this 

symbiotic state of existence until Rondo was buried deep in the ground. 

For some of the people, they were much too serious about the interaction 

of the Rondo Community. But for most of us we enjoyed playing together, 

partying together, and working together. It was like a family affair. 

When Marvin introduced the idea to me that we could do a parade and 

celebration commemorating Rondo, the idea started racing through my 

head about all the fun things that had happen to us on Rondo. The 

thoughts were also racing through my head about how much work it 

could be undertaking such a task that his idea presented. With all of the 

other commitments I was not sure I would have time to deal with a project 

of this magnitude. The first few times he asked me to join him in the 

project I said no, I didn't' think I really want to deal with all the people 

and personalities that I knew was, or would have to be part of such a large 

project. I had already spearheaded a couple of small celebrations trying to 

recapture the good old days. The two celebrations were the "Oldies but 

Goodies" and the "Mommas and the Pappas", so I guess he figured I had 

something to offer to his idea. 
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Marvin was relentless in his pursuit of me working with him on this 

celebration. We were partners and old friends, and I would think about it 

pretty often when I was at horne. We met down to the VFW again, and 

Roger said "Floyd, let's go out to Robert's and see what he thinks of the 

idea". I never should have gone, because that was the day that they put 

the final nail in the coffin. I should have stayed at the VFW but I went out 

to my brother's house with Roger and we sat down to the table and 

started talking and dreaming. I think a few gin and sours, and a few cans 

of beer got me fired up and I said yes. And it was on. Man, it was on. And 

from that day on, we didn't ever look back. That was our very first Rondo 

meeting; Marvin Anderson, Robert Smaller, and I. The thing I like about 

working with Marvin is he doesn't like wasting time and he is fair when it 

comes to dealing with people. I had the two best people I knew of to start 

a project if this scope and magnitude so why not say yes. With those two 

committed to do the job, it more or less solidified my position to get on 

with the Rondo Celebration. 

We did not waste any time getting started. Marvin started out la~ng the 

foundation for our organization by working on the bylaws that would 

govern our project. In the mean time, I had started formulating the many 

committees we would need in order to keep our program headed in the 

right direction. I was able to use this little office at Central High School 

where I was an administrator and a coach. I used this space in my spare 

time to gather information pertaining to our project. I remember calling a 
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gentleman that had chaired the University A venue celebration a few years 

earlier, and he was very discouraging so I went about my business at 

finding out things and situations for myself and was very successful in 

pulling together 20 plus committees. We picked a title for our celebration 

"I remember Rondo" and from that point on we were off and running. 

MRA: One crucial aspect about the Rondo celebration is that it allowed for old 

friends from the neighborhood, from the past, to come together on a 

unique event. We touched a lot of people who had an unsatisfied emotion 

in their minds. They all remembered Rondo in a way, but they couldn't 

express it. What the Rondo celebration did was to tap into reservoirs of 

emotion and disappointment over the way the community was destroyed 

and use that energy to build the celebration. The freeway was an 

amputation of our community. It tore the neighborhood and left a very 

sour taste in our mouths. We felt a community celebration would be a 

way to heal our community from that nightmare. 

In another vein, we were aware of reports of disturbances when 

youngsters from our community would go off to other community 

celebrations. We and others surmised that one of the reasons they did it 

was because they had no comparable celebration in their own community 

of which they could be proud. So, that gave us another reason to ignore 

the hard work and continue our efforts to bring Rondo's history and 

accomplishments to the youth. We were motivated for a lot of reasons, but 

my primary motivations was to heal that open wound, that sore spot, that 

the whole process of the RondolI -94 corridor created when the arbitrary 
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decision was made to route the freeway through the heart of Saint Paul's 

African American community. 

KHC: Where did you go to school? 

MRA: Central High School. I went to Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia. 

KHC: And Mr. Smaller, where did you go to college? 

FGS: I began my college career at the University of Minnesota. In the spring 

quarter of my freshman year I had to drop out. I had gotten married and 

things were not going as smooth as I had expected. I dropped out of 

school and I started working a few odd jobs here and there. I played a 

little semi pro football in the mean time. After a few foiled attempts at 

getting back in to college I finally got this opportunity to go to college in 

the town where I had been born. A friend of mine was attending college in 

Pine Bluff, Arkansas, and he and I started to talk about the possibility of 

me attending Arkansas AM & N, better known now as the University of 

Arkansas at Pine Bluff. He finally convinced me that I could be successful 

at Pine Bluff. I then proceeded to write the coach a 12 page letter in an 

attempt to convince him that I could be an asset to his team. He wrote me 

back and he encouraged me to take the opportunity. 

The summer before I left for college, my second time around, Marvin and 

I had gotten this job as bus boys in Highland Park at Coleman's Cafe and 

Restaurant. While we were working our jobs, all we talked about was 

getting through with this job and getting to AM & N. We had a good time 

working those tables. You find out a lot about a person when you work 

with them. We were a good team, we did an excellent job and I knew he 
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was going to be successful as a college student. I had every confidence 

that I would be also. We were focused on what we wanted to do because 

we knew that this would not be our lifetime occupation. 

Rondo and the mentors we had encouraged along the way had 

conditioned us to be motivated to be successful. I graduated from the 

University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff in 1965. I accepted was in Dermott, 

Arkansas, was a General Science teacher, Physical Education teacher, and 

Head Coach and Athletic Director of boys and girls basketball and girls 

track. I enjoyed 4 successful years there before returning to Saint Paul. I 

coached and taught at Wilson Jr. High school for 2 years, Mechanic Arts 

for 4 years (where I graduated from in 1955), and Saint Paul Central where 

I was an Administrator, Head Football Coach, Assistant Basketball Coach, 

and Head Track Coach for boys and girls teams. I was at Central for 25 

years. Mechanic Arts High School and Central High School were rivals, 

and the irony of the whole this is the fact that I worked there for 25 years. 

(That really is a great story) 

KHC: How did this project begin? 

MRA: We called our first meeting for July 4, 1982. We told others to spread the 

word around that a plan to celebrate Rondo would be discussed at 

People's Park, that we would provide the food and anyone who showed 

up would be welcomed. We sat up shop at and despite the short notice 

there was a fairly good turnout. 
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We announced our dream that one year from the date - July 4, 1983; we're 

going to be back at People's Park for the celebration. We told them that 

the train was getting ready to leave and whether they got on or not, the 

train is moving on. Thereafter we started to meet every Saturday at Martin 

Luther King Center. We started from scratch without any funds or grants. 

We had ambitious goals -a four-day festival incorporating many cultural 

elements reflecting what we experienced as youths growing up on Rondo. 

So we had to have a parade, a picnic with food booths and games for kids. 

We added a fashion show and later, we decided that we wanted a play; 

We commissioned an original play to be written and produced for the 

celebration. We wanted a special program for senior citizens. For the kids 

we wanted writing and poetry contests. We had a bicycle race, tennis 

tournament and 5K run. An absolute must was a Saturday night dance 

followed by an inter-faith church service on Sunday. And that was our 

four-day celebration, kicking off on Thursday, and ending on Sunday. 

Our next tasks were to set up committees and appoint people to lead these 

activities and to find ways to financially support this agenda - either 

through some sort or weekly fundraiser or memberships. 

KHC: What was a membership for Rondo Days? 

MRA: I have no idea. It was twenty years ago. 

FGS: A membership for Rondo per person was $10.00. You could be a member. 

You could be a member of Rondo Celebration for $10.00. You could buy a 

t-shirt for $15.00. You could buy a cap for $10.00. We had Rondo stickers 

to go on your bumper for $2.00, and we also had buttons for $.50. That's 

how we raised our money. I was working at Central High School at the 
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time, and I had a gentleman over there that was able to order the t-shirts 

through him, got them printed over there, got the caps, and then 

distributed them to all the chair people of out committees. And I would 

have them be responsible for a certain amount of t-shirts, caps, stickers, 

buttons, and selling memberships. We would collect the money every 

week, make people accountable, put the money in the bank and watch it 

grow. We did a series of events like dances. We had dances at the 

Nacairema Club. We had a night in Las Vegas. 

This was an activity where people could gamble and have a real good 

time. You remember the old Nacirema Club? Well this was a club over on 

Fourth Avenue in South Minneapolis and we gave dances there and at the 

Riverview Supper Club. Marvin and I were the first to start a Juneteenth 

Celebration. The first Juneteenth dance was given at the Riverview Supper 

Club. The turnout was fair, it was mostly supported by the Minneapolis 

people, but some Saint Paul people showed up also. We did a series of 

things like that, from club to club and while doing that we were able to 

advertise our celebration and people really started to get involved, they 

started to get fired up. Once they found out we were serious and our 

celebration was headed for success, people started getting behind us. Then 

they started out almost like they were cheerleading "Come on guys! You 

gotta do this"! I think if we had quit in the middle of the project we would 

have probably been assassinated, but we had everything going for us. We 

had name musicians like Sam Bivens, Roberta Davis, and many others. 

The big bands were all lined up. We must have had six or seven bands. All 
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of these people donated their time and services. The program we put on 

would probably have cost us a million dollars but we were able to do the 

Celebration for around $300.00. But we had all the people that donated 

time, service, and materials to make sure that the Celebration would be a 

success. The idea was so unique and the timing was so right. The 4th of 

July came at a point when we could have a four day celebration, connect 

that to the 4th of July and get everything we had planned crammed in to 

those four days. 

We had people flying in from Chicago, California, Michigan, Missouri, 

and many other states in the United States. We had the whole package. 

We rented a suite in the Saint Paul Hotel so that we could host out of town 

guests in a hospitality room. Mrs. Jewel Lewis and Mrs. Carolyn Lewis 

Smaller were the two chair people in charge. There were other people in 

charge of various projects and activities during this time. Mr. Oliver 

"Buckeye" Lewis was the person in charge of our photo album. Mr. Kevin 

Jenkins was on of our advertising agents, and Mr. Seitu Jones was our 

resident artist. Mr. Byron Crushon was the person in charge of our license 

committee. Mr. Perry Pickens and Mr. Daryl Smith were our food booth 

rental until they resigned. This was just a few of the committee people. 

When Roger and I found out people were not working, or had become ill 

and had to quit, we would take over their committee or find someone else 

to take care of their duties. This was one of the ongoing tasks keeping 

everything rolling smooth. That included the entertainment, the day-to

day work that we had to do, and the fundraising we had to do to get and 
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keep things going. We had something for everybody. Mr. Alan Page, of 

Viking fame, was one of the people that ran in our 5K run. We had 

recreation at Oxford playground, we had greased pig contest at Oxford 

swimming pool, we threw a greased watermelon in the swimming pool 

and all the kids went for it, we had softball, foot races at Central High 

School, a tennis tournament, a golf tournament, and we turned loose 

10,000 gas filled balloons at the Oxford playground to start the parade. It 

was a beautiful four days! 

MRA: It was an all-consuming celebration that struck a very positive nerve in 

people and reunited all of us in a sense. The old community was 

separated by the freeway was brought back together. People living away 

from the Twin Cities, who grew up in Rondo, came home for the festival. 

The Rondo celebration provided an opportunity for all of these people to 

re-touch an energy source in their life, something that was very vital to 

them as youths. It felt good to remember the past; it felt good to know that 

it would be something we could pass on for the future. It was a 

wonderful, all-consuming, so hard, I-would-never-do-it-again, but forever 

happy I did it type of project. 

FGS: But it was worth it. 

KHC: It sounds like this was more than a full-time job, besides your other 

employment. 

MRA: Well, it was, but we did a lot of the work after our regular jobs were over, 

and we didn't mind because it was getting more exciting all the time. As 

we got excited, so did others since as time went on they knew that the 

festival was going to happen. Up to a point, there were a lot of skeptics 

12 

Ron
do

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



and doubters. And there were those who didn't want it to happen. But 

once that momentum got behind us, and we started going down hill, we 

knew that nothing could stop the celebration. I mean it was a wonderful 

celebration. 

FGS: Leo Lewis was out Grand Marshall, he was at Lincoln University in 

Missouri where he was a Little All-American. He was drafted by the 

Canadian football league, and was an all pro player for a number of years. 

Leo just happens to be my brother-in-law and his son Leo Jr. played for 

Bud Grant and the Minnesota Vikings. When we got Leo to be our Grand 

Marshall, I invited all of our old coaches to our celebration. They were 

Rollie Moynagh, Marshall High School, Frank O'Rourke, Mechanic Arts 

High School, and George Roscoe, Central High School. We had special 

seats for them so that all of their old athletes could pass by, shake hands, 

and reminisce about the good old days. We tried to leave no stone 

unturned. We had rented the Prom ballroom for three consecutive nights. 

The first night, which was Friday night, the Marshall High School reunion 

was taking place. All the people were there, the old players, students, and 

some of the teachers. It just so happen that we had out kick off celebration 

that night. We had the fashion show, the big bands, the singers, the 

dancers, and guest speakers. We must have had 3000 people in that place. 

It was unbelievable! It was a great reunion and Rondo Celebration. La 

Doris Foster, who was Vice President of Ebony Magazine, grew up right 

here in the Rondo neighborhood. Patty Brown, Herschel Garrett, Connie 

Vassar, Connie Scroggins, and many more came home for the Celebration. 

Some of the ladies were sitting on the floor at the VFW drinking martinis 
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in silk dresses; hugging, kissing, and reminiscing about the good times. 

People were dancing in the street so when we say we put on a celebration, 

we put on a celebration. If we could re-roll the tape, just replay that 

moment in time, people would not believe their eyes. They call the latest 

Rondo Celebration big, but that was real big. We had the Ecumenical 

Church service in Central Stadium, and we had all-star gospel choir that 

was directed my Mrs. Roberta Davis and the Rev Carl Walker. 

MRA: The Ecumenical Service was important for it gave us the opportunity to 

honor one of Rondo's heroes. In the beginning there was a strong protest 

against the freeway. An important leader was the Reverend Floyd Massey, 

who was the pastor of Pilgrim Baptist Church. Reverend Massey led a 

protest against the height of the freeway. At that time, the original plans 

called for the freeway to be elevated forty feet above the surface, which 

would allow White drivers to pass through without ever having to see the 

African-American community. Reverend Massey and others said no, and 

he led the fight against this configuration. However that fight, which took 

so much of their energy, resulted not in stopping the freeway or re

routing it to the preferred Department of Transportation northern route, 

but only in having the freeway sunk beneath the pavement at the same 

location. Reverend Massey was a marvelous community minister. He 

went to Los Angeles where he became the pastor of one of the largest 

black Baptist churches in the LA area. We asked him to come home to 

preach at the ecumenical church service, Sunday, at Central Stadium. And 

he was so happy to come back and to be remembered for his efforts to 

stop 1-94. 
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KHC: How many people do you estimate carne back for that first year? 

FGS: Carne back? I would think at least 500 people carne back. We are talking 

about people that had taken up residence out of town and people that 

were just out of town for a short period of time. We had so many people 

that we just - it was a different kind of celebration. It was a celebration of 

love and feeling and happiness. Every thing we did just kind of flowed 

out of the first idea that we had. It was a labor of love, and we would 

make people feel honored just to be back horne. We didn't just have them 

corne back to make us look good, we would have them corne back and 

make them feel good and look good so that they would want to corne back 

again. A lot of these people had grown older and the one thing we knew is 

that we were going to start to lose some of our older citizens and 

consequently it did start to happen. But that first year was so great, Kate, 

because a lot of these old people had tears in their eyes. They were crying 

tears of joy for sure. We even had buses just for the senior citizens to ride 

in and food for them to eat. 

MRA: There used to be a bus here called the Rondo Stryker. The route ran from 

one end of Rondo to the other and then downtown. When we grew up, it 

was an ugly, green-colored bus. Metropolitan Transit Authority had that 

bus in its garage. When we approached them about bringing out the old 

Rondo Stryker, they refurbished the bus, and they put it in the parade, 

and all of these senior citizens were given a free ride on this bus. They 

really enjoyed themselves waving out the window. It was important to us 

to honor our seniors. We gave them a dinner, which is still a tradition - a 
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free dinner at Saint Peter Claver Church. All of the seniors come, eat and 

talk, and reminisce about the old days. 

As modest as we can be, we were the right pair to do it, because we had a 

great respect for each other, and we understood each other's strengths and 

weaknesses, and we complemented each other. I couldn't have done it 

without Floyd. There's no way. His energy, his strength, his ability to 

make people move and to get rid of dead weight. I think that people will 

change eventually and go along with the program, but Floyd will go right 

in there and say if you're not going to do the job, then get moving! 

Because the job's gotta get done. 

KHC: You had a play written. Who wrote the play? When was it performed? 

Was it community actors? 

MRA: It really was and that's a very interesting story. For one, the playwright 

had never written a play before. The playwright wanted this opportunity. 

His name is Alex Pate. Since writing the play, "Remember Rondo, he has 

gone on to publish three award-winning novels. Also, he was also selected 

by Steven Spielberg, the great Hollywood director, to do the novelization 

of the movie" Amistad." Alex Pate got his start at Rondo, and he will tell 

you that to this day, that if wasn't for the opportunity that we gave him at 

Rondo. The play was so well received that he realized that he could quit 

his job and write full-time. The director of the play was a young man 

named Marion McClinton. Do you know him? 

KHC: I don't know him, but I know who Marion McClinton is. 
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MRA: Marion had never directed a play before. Lou Bellamy, the director at 

Penumbra Theater was too busy so he recommended Marion, his 

understudy. Marion directed the play and, like Alex, he realized that he 

was talented enough to focus his energy on that skill. Today, Marion has 

become August Wilson, the great playwright's favorite director. He 

received a Tony nomination for directing Wilson's latest plays, King 

Hedley II, now playing on Broadway in New York. 

KHC: How many characters were in the play? 

MRA: About nine. The main character was a composite of Tiger Jack 

Rosenbloom. 

FGS: The play was based on the life of Tiger Jack, one of our community icons. 

The play was at Central High School. We also had the Ecumenical Church 

services, all-city gospel choir, and many more activities that I had 

mentioned earlier. The people in the school district gave us the 

opportunity to be successful by the providing the means by which we 

could use the districts space and materials to carry our celebration. They 

did not charge us one cent for the use of the space and materials. I mean it 

was thousands of dollars that they left in our possession, it was a great our 

pouring of love once we did all the labor and the people found out it was 

going to be successful, and everybody got involved. 

MRA: There is one other issue that needs to be clarified. When we went to 

get our city proclamation we told the mayor and city council what we 

were doing and how great a celebration was going to be for the 

community. Now there will be some dispute about this, because the 

current director of the Taste of Minnesota will claim that Taste of 
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Minnesota is one year older than the Rondo Days celebration. But if you 

ask us, he heard what we were doing, because he was on the city council. 

So, you can imagine our surprise when we learned that the Mayor and 

city council decided the city should have a community celebration called 

the Taste of Minnesota on the 4th of July weekend, the same weekend that 

we did Rondo. 

Press Conference with 
Marvin Anderson, Mayor George Latimer, Floyd Smaller, Robert Patterson 

KC: What was the impact of the Taste of Minnesota during the same period as 

the Rondo Celebration? 

FGS: Now that's been my concern, Kate, and I've been wrestling with this for a 

long time. I told them at the time when it happened, because I was really 

angry because Mayor Latimer had been working with us. He was doing 
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these overheads, with Marvin and me, helping us to advertise our 

program. But the one thing he said was that it can't be done. "A four day 

celebration, you guys are taking on an impossible task." I looked at him 

like he was crazy. By the time June 1st rolled around, Mayor Latimer had 

changed his mind. The next thing we heard that they had to get some guy 

in from New York and he had put up $38000 to get the Taste of Minnesota 

on the way. They were even up and running but our celebration was just 

about to get on the way. We had all our buttons, advertising, and the 

articles circulating through out the Twin Cities. People were writing, and 

people were talking about corning back for the celebration. Mayor Latimer 

knew all of this was taking place so the Taste of Minnesota put an 

umbrella over our celebration. It angered me something terrible but what 

happen is that it never dented our program at all. The closest they carne to 

our program was the State Capital grounds. Everyone knew that they 

hadn't had a celebration on the Capital Lawn in probably seventy years. 

They had people and tents on the Capital Lawn. Now I don't know what 

people were supposed to assume, that they were part of the celebration, or 

that this whole big celebration was the Taste of Minnesota, or just what 

was really going on. But through God's love, we were able to maintain 

our celebration that day and it carried over until now. I would guarantee 

you this, if we closed out the Rondo Celebration tomorrow, I think that 

the Taste of Minnesota would consider packing it in because I think they 

were tired of spending money but they do not want us to be around 

longer than they have been. We feel that we initiated their response and 

their motivation. I still believe that we are losing the community. Part of 
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my concern, and part of our mission and motivation, was to put a catalyst 

in there or something that would help save this community. That was our 

motivation. Being a schoolteacher, coach, and administrator, and Marvin 

was the Head Librarian, backing up what you said, h ow did we get this 

done when we had our jobs? Well, basically he was the boss at his job, and 

I was basically my own person at Central, and they gave me a lot of 

freedom. So that was basically how we were able to get it done, and to do 

our jobs too. But part of our motivation for the celebration was not only 

remembering and glorifying all the aspects of our community, we were 

trying to put something in place to save a community that was dying, and 

is still dying. I am talking about the old Rondo Community. 

KHC: Thank you both for sharing your story of the founding of Rondo Days 

festival. 

Marvin Roger Anderson and Floyd George Smaller 
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The RONDO STRVKER streetcar beginning 8 run. 
Montgo .... ry W.n! can be _n in the beckground. 
Phoro '.""n in .,ffy l!UOs. 

"'- .. 

JULY 1, 2, 3, 1983 

__ t ,. 
- .~ 

"Remember Rondo" is the official theme of the gala three-day festival-July 1, 
2 and 3-celebrating the lives and times of the people who reside and once 
resided in the Rondo Avenue (a.k.a. Concordia) community of SI. Paul, MN. 
(Rondo ceased to exist physically in the 1960's when Interstate 94 divided the 
area and the avenue was converted to a frontage road with a name change.) 

Rondo was more than a crossroads ... she was the great artery of SI. Paul's 
Black community. It was the only legitimate area where Blacks could gather, 
build, own and operate a business, celebrate, and truly communicate. She tied 
the economic, political , cultural and social activities of the residents in a 
cadence all her own. 

Rondo Avenue was a bustlin!l thoroughfare that witnessed horse-drawn 
streetcars from 1 BBB, electrifted trolleys and gas-powered buses in 1 B91 and 
1944 respectively. Her name came from Joseph Rondo who made a farm land 
purchase in 1855, shortly after the city of 51. Paul incorporated the area. (You 
can find out more about her past in the history booklet that will be sold during 
the festivities.) 

WHY CELEBRATE "Remember RONDO" 
The Remember RONDO commemoration is significant and collective. It 
speaks to unifying the total community and its harlequin residents, past and 
present-Blacks, Whites, Hispanics, Native-Americans, Protestants, Catholics 
and Jews-who nurtured the soil and influenced the fruit. 

Come back to Rondo as we go forward. We invite your participation, 
membership, presence at the events, memories of the past, and joining in the 
fun. There's something for everyone. 

THERE'S MORE INSIDEI 
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EVE.NTS 
Events and entertainment for Remember RONDO have been planned so there 
will be activities and fun tor everyone from 4 to 104. Youth-oriented programs 
include games, sports, and prizes. There wll be special events for senior 
citizens to star and activities to integrate the ages. 

You won't want to miss: The fashion show with its big bands, dancers, song, 
and fashion trip from the 20's through the SO's; the Black Arts Festival with 
special prison exhibition, the celebrities, the old fashion neighborhood parade 
and picnic, or the original commemorative play. 

Details of each activity will be published separately. Below are daily highlights. 

FRIDAY, JULY 1 

RECREATION: From morning 'Iii late afternoon, kids and teens can fill the dey at Oxford 
Playground (Oxford and Iglehart). There will be a variety of games, sports, and other fun-filled 
activities .....•••• • • • . ....• •.... ..••••• . . . . ..• • .. •• .....• 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

REGISTRATION: Last chance registration will be held at the Radilaon Plaza Hotel, Minnesota 
Suite. 111 Minnesota Street (Town Squana) St. Paul. Early registration willassuna your enjoyment 
of tha limlted-anendance evenIB auch as the play and fuhion show. But If you muat _it 'til lata. 
If. •••••••••.••••.. . .•••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••• • ..•• • •• . 3:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

WELCOME PARTY: The Redlsson', Mln~ Suite will also be the location of the walcome 
cocktail party . ·It 's a great chance to aee the many out-of-towners and local 
friend8 ••••.. .. ...•.•• ... •• • • :.. . .. .. ..... ... . ....... . .... .. 3:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

FASHION & TALENT SHOW: This is allmneo--ting event that you don't -m to mlsa. Thena 
will be fashion. from yesterdays and sneak peeka at tomorrvw. Music will capture the ..nce of 
the era .. .from big band sounds to sounda so you can get down. Talent will delight you and you 
can dance through the night. The action is at the Prom Ballroom. 1194 University 
Avenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • • . • . . • • • • • . • • . • • . • • • . • • • • • • • •• 8:00 p.m. to midnight. 

SATURDAY. JULY 2 

5K FUN RUN: Start conditioning yourself early! This 5K Fun Run is a trip through the present 
community, but It will sunaly bring back memories of the past. You'lI ask yoursielt 'Didn't so and so 
live thana?' You'l start at Central High School (Marshall and Lexington). 
Warm up begins at •. ••• ••.. •• • •• .• • • •••••..•. • . •• •••••.••• • . ••• .. •• 8:00 a.m., 
the race begins at .. . .. . ........ .. . ..... . ...... .. .... . ........... . .. .. 8:30 a.m. 

RECREATION: If you're not into diatance running, thana will be relay races, gamea. softball, 
basketball. and a swim party-all at Oxford Playground . .. •• ..•••••. • • .• 8:00 a.m. to noon. 

ART: Individuality of expression speaks with every artisfs stroke In the 8th Annual 
AfricanAmerican Cultural Center's Black Arts Festival. The works of over 60 artists (viaual. crafts, 
performing. and literary) can be seen at Hallie O. Brown/Martin Luther King Center. 270 North 
Kent • ••. . . • • . . • • • • • . . • . . • . • . • • • • . • . • • . . . . . • • . • . . . • • • • • . • . . . 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

PARADEIPICNIC: Remember when the Elks Drum & Bugle Corp used to tum Rondo out by 
tumlng it on with rhythm? Well, you can particlpate in, follow, or just pick a spot and watch the 
Remember RONDO parade. Irs gonna have a significance all its own. City-wide businesses, clubs, 
other organizations, and individuals will be 81ruttln' their stuff. The ribbono<:utting ceremonies will 
kick off the parade at Oxford and Concordie (formerly Rondo). The parada will end with an old 
fashion picnic at Denzil A. carty Park. St. Albana and carroll. Entertainment will continue. There 
will be food, ~, and other booths. Parade •.•. • •.••...••••.•.... 2:00 to 3:15 p.m. 
Picnic • • . . • • • • • • • . . . • • • • • • . . • . • • • . . • • • • . . . . • . . . • • • • . . . • • . . . .• 3:30 p.m. until. 

DANCE: Gat down, get loose, get reacquainted at the saturday Night Special at the Prom 
Ballroom .•• •. • .• . .• ••••••• .•. ,........... . ........ . ......... 8:00 p.m. until. 

SUNDAY. JULY 3 

ART: If YOU'/ll not able to take in the Black Arts Featival on Saturday, you won't want to miss It on 
Sunday, but schedule your visit early if you can . ••• ..•.• • • • ••• •..• • 12:30 p.m . to 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday art activities also include the premiere performance of "The RondO Stryker." an original 
play written eepec:Ielly for the Remember RONDO celebration. The play will capture tha spirit of 
yesterday's Rondo as It speaks to lIB contribution to todays community. This Is a limited seating 
ell8nt. Get your .... rvetlons in early. 
Central High School Auditorium • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . . • . • • • • • • . . . • • • • • • • • • • • .• 2:00 p.m. 

A MOMENT OF PEACE AND REFLECTION: Following the play will be an Ecumenical Church 
Service In the Central High School stadium. Guests includa past ministers, prieSlB, nuns. rabbis. 
and others who served the community. A special effects performance includes an especially 
~bled 300-voice chOir, from the choirs of Twin Cities churches •. .•..•• ,. .... 5:00 p.m. 

THE FINAL TOUCH: Wind down or wind up at the Final Touch, reminiscent cocktail party at the 
Prom Ballroom. There will be a f_ words expressed by the organizers of Remember RONDO _ . 
we toast Its success .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 7:00 p.m. 
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Remember RONDO ADVANCE REGISTRATION 
(~ ..... ntIona will provide special dI!IcOUnt benefIta ... RESERVE NOWl) 

(Please Print) 
Neme ________________________________________________________ ___ 

(last) (tint) 

~·IName--------------------------------------------------(/as/I (fltsl) (maiden) 
Add~ ________________________________________________________ _ 

(slreell (city) (.'al8) 

T~~~ ~ __ ~ ________________ ___ 

"00 you plan to attend the "Remember RONDO· reunion? 

• If yes. how many will be attending? 

• If you live out of state. how do you plan to travel? 

, Will you need transportation while visiting the Twin Cities? 

• If yes, will you need transportation to 
"Remember RONOO" events, or other locations? 

, 00 you plan to participate in the Parade on Saturday, July 2? 

(zip) 

YIIS.....-- No __ _ 

Yes __ _ No ___ 

Yes __ _ No __ _ 

Yes __ No __ _ 

If so, circle one of the following: Car: Marching Unit; FloIII: Social Club; Spec:t.ator; Other __ __ 

PREPAID REGISTRATION INFORMATION: The raglstratlon fee is $10.00 ($9.00 for senior 
citizens). Prepaid ragistratlon will provide you with the following: 

• One ticket to the Fashion & Talent Show and Dance (Friday, July 1), Prom Ballroom 

• One ticket to the original play, 'The Rondo Stryker" (Sunday, July 3), Central High School 

' .One free copy of the "History Booklef' 

We encourage you to prepay ragistration to guarantee your admittance to th_ limit~ng 
_nts, and receipt of a copy of the limltad printing of the History Booklet. If you cannot allend, 
send your contribution anyway to support the celebration of your old neighborhood. 
Contributions are tax~uctible. 

For out-of-town guests, prepaid "Remember RONDO" packages will be available on Friday, July 
1. They may be picked up at the Radisson Plaza Hotel, Minnesota Suite. The Radisson Plaza is 
located downtown at 111 Minnesota Street (Town Square). St. Paul. 

OPEN REGISTRATION: PI_ ragister for both the paid and free events you plan to attend. 
Register early by mall. Open registration will also be h~d on June 8 and July 1 at the following 
locations: 

Hallie Q . Brown/Martin Luther King Center 
270 North Kent Street Monday, June II 
SI. Paul, MN 55102 ••••••...••••....•••••• . •... , •••••..••••.• ,. 3:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Radisson Plaza Hotel 
Town Square-111 Minnesota Street Friday, July 1 
St. Paul, MN 55101 • • . • . ••. . ... .... .• ... .. ...• • • . ........•.• 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

MEMBERSHIPS/DONATIONS: Membership in Rondo Avenue, Inc., Is open to all persons sharing 
the aims and objectives of the Remember RONDO celebration. Memberships are: 

Active membership, $20.00: Active members vote on all policy mailers and nacommendatlons 
received from the executive and functional committ_. 

Assoclale membership, $10.00: Individual memberships paid in advance entitle you to 
preregistration activities as outlinad.· 

Organization membership. $30.00 and up: Clubs, businesses and other groups wishing to make a 
donation can use the organization membership. 

(Membership and donations are tax~eductible.) 
• Please make your prepaid reservations and/or membership check payable to: Rondo Avenue, 
Inc., 327 North Fisk Street, SI. Paul, MN 55104. The deadline Is June 17, 1983. 
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____ _ ~"_ .... _I ... ~ __ -------------
Remember RO(\; DO Hotel and Airline Accommodations 

Headquarters Hotel Accommodations: 

Radisson Plaza Hotel , 411 Minnesota Street , Town Square, downtown St. 
Pau l, M N 55101. 

612/291-8800 (1)800/228-9822 

Sing le or Double - $50.00 per nigh t 
( ) one nigh t ( ) two nights ( ) three n ights 

Deadline for room reservations is J une 17, 1983. The Radisson has guaranteed 
75 room s. available for c heck-in, Friday, Ju ly 1 at 3:00 p .m. For hotel 
reservati ons , send checks o r money o rders (n o cash) to the Rad isson Plaza 
Hotel , St . Paul (reference Remember RONDO). 

Other Hotel Accommodations: 

Holiday Inn/St. Pau l, 161 St. Anthon y Avenue (Rice Street and SI. Anthonv 
Avenue), St. Paul, M N 551 03. 23 rooms. 

612/227-8711 (1)BOO/HOLIDAY 

Please mention Rondo Avenue, Inc to receive the $50.00 flat rate fee. 

Airlines Accommodations: 

You can get a 30% d iscount, if you are coming to the "Remember RONDO" 
celebration, by making reservat ions with Republic Airlines for roundtrip or 
business coach fares, fiOm point to pOlnt-ot-origin to the Minneapolis/St. Paul 
International Ai rport. Please use the blue convention airfare certificate 
Included with this brochure. It may be exchanged for a roundtrip t icket no 
earlier than June 28 and no later than July 6. For reservation s, call1-BOO-328-
11 11 (1-800-272-1408 in Minnesota). Tell the agent to book reservatio ns under 
convention number IRR 222 

If you are unable to attend the "Rllrnember RONOO" c:elebrallon, pl"a~ order your sOllvpoirs of 
this ITlOmC'lltou' reu mon: 

Buttons- 'Remember RONDO-July 1983' _ $2.00 _ Ptloto Album :£3.00 
~umper Stlckers- 'Remembel RONDO" __ 1 00 _ History 800~let 300 

-shirts -_. ".00 Souventr Bnoklet 'i Ct, 
ap~ 4.0 -

Please make 'lour ..;necK paYdOle to Rondo A\lP.flllI~ 
In ... 327 Nor1t". f- ,sk StretH_ 1:,1 Paul . IV'N ')~1{)-

24 

Ron
do

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



BOOKLETS 
SOUVENIR BOOKLET 

Here's a memento you've just gotta havel The Remember RONDO Souvenir 
Booklet is a memorial to those past who made a contribution to the present...and 
to those present remembering the past. You'll see portraits, family updates and 
messages that you can share with your family, friends and colleagues. 

Relive the nostalgia and memories of the Rondo community area with a 
Remember RONDO Souvenir Booklet-especially if you can't attend. 
HISTORY BOOKLET 

The best way to enrich your knowledge of the contributions that Rondo Avenue 
made is to own your own copy of the Remember RONDO History Booklet. 
This informative memento contains some of the rich history of the Rondo era
from the late 1800's through 1964. It Identifies people, businesses, churches, 
community centers, and other area landmarks as it captures the essence, spirit and 
history of Rondo Avenue-from the horse-drawn streetcars of 1888 to a once
bustling thoroughfare. There is also a graphic centerfold representing Rondo 
Avenue from Rice Street to the convergence at St. Anthony and Dunlap. 

Did you know that the avenue was named after Mr. Joseph Rondo, before you 
read it in this brochure? Do you remember the wor1d record holders for 
bricklaying? It happened on Rondo. 

Well, there's a wealth of Information to be obtained from Remember RONDO. 
The history booklet is one of your feature tickets. 
PHOTO ALBUM 

Picture you, picture me. The Remember RONDO Photo Album will also help you 
recall memories of the community. You won't know who will show up in this 
collection of art unless you get one of your own . 

• '~; '~"«. " '~~"~' 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
For further information see the attached registration form, or contact Remember 

RONDO, Rondo Avenue. Inc., 327 North Fisk Street, st. Paul, MN 55104 (P.O. Box 
30533, St. Paul, MN 55157), 6121292-8937 . 
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