






TS: Down to . . . ?

LB: Chaska or Mason City, one of the two.

TS: And this was before American Crystal even thought about
putting a plant in the Valley?

LB: I would say so, yes.

TS: The Rosses—Ferdinand, Walter—did they also do a lot of
experimenting? I mean, they tried various types of seeds and
everything. Is this how American Crystal really decided on their
growing process, what kind of seed they'd use?

LB: Truthfully, I really don't know if they had much to do with
the seed end of it at all. About the only [time] that we were in
there was only once and we toured seed plots because a lot of the
seed up here was grown—well, first it came from Germany, I guess.
But I really don't know if they were much involved in the actual
testing of seed or not.

TS: What about Walter Ross? Do you remember him talking very much
about the actual details of growing?

LB: Not that much, no, because I suppose he thought I was old
enough, I knew it. But, I mean . . . [Laughter] I worked for
Walter, when I was younger, quite a bit.

TS: Did he tell you much about having to rely on horse power in
the early growing years?

LB: Not any more than my mother did. My mother used to, when my
dad first started raising beets—I don't remember if they had a
one-row or two-row cultivator—but she led the horse and he steered
the cultivator. I remember her talking about that.

TS: Is your mom still alive?

LB: No. She died in 1983.

TS: Since she remembered actually guiding the horses in those
early crops, how did she respond to all that machinery coming in
during the '60s and '70s, until you got up to six-row harvesters?
I mean, did she comment on that very much?

LB: Not as much as I have, I think. I think about how much things
have changed since I started raising beets. She told us about, you
know, like I said, leading the horse. She had a lot of bad years.
The year my dad died, she lied to him—he died in '36, which was a
very dry year. I can remember her telling me she lied to my dad
because she knew he was dying, and he asked what the beets yielded.
They went about six [ton per acre] and, I think, she told him eight
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or ten [ton per acre].

TS: 1936 was one of the worst years for beet crops and for farm
crops in general. It was one of the hottest years on record.

LB: Yes.

TS: And you say she just kind of didn't tell him the truth about
how poor the crop was doing?

LB: No, she didn't. He died in October when they were still
harvesting.

RB: I don't think, Lloyd, she was really interested in the
machinery part of it as she got older. Do you? I don't think she
really—she wasn't too interested in machinery itself.

LB: No. She probably didn't pay that much attention.

TS: Well, can you think of anything else you'd like to add to the
interview?

LB: Not off the top of my head, no, I can't.

TS: Well, I think we did a good job here, and I think we've got a
good interview. I'd like to thank you for doing it.

LB: You're welcome. It was a pleasure doing it.

[End of Interview]
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