
Interview with C. Einar Johnson

Interviewed by Terry L. Shoptaugh
Northwest Minnesota Historical Center

Interviewed on July 5, 1989
at Livingston Lord Library, Moorhead State University

Moorhead, Minnesota

C. Einar Johnson - EJ
Terry Shoptaugh - TS

TS: I am interviewing Mr. C. Einar Johnson about the Western
Sugar Beet Growers Association and his experiences in the
cultivation and growing of sugar beets in the Red River Valley.

Mr. Johnson, why don't you start with a little bit of
background, where you were born, when, and so forth.

EJ: I'm C. Einar Johnson, and I was born on a farm in the town
of Vega, Marshall County, the same place my Dad was born. My Dad
was the first white child born in that township. My Grandfather
homesteaded there in 1890, and on June 30, 1905, I was born in
Section 24 of that township. I was the first child of the Carl
A. Johnson family. I have a twin sister. We were seven boys and
three girls in the family. My education was I went to a country
school, District 36 in Vega Township, and the last year I spent
in school was 1918, when I only put in 40 days. That's the year
that the flu was going around and every school was closed in the
wintertime. Being the oldest in the family, I stayed home to
work all in the spring.

TS: Your father owned a farm there [in Vega Township]?

EJ: Yes. My Father took over the farm, my Grandpa's, most of
it, and he farmed several years. Then his brother got married
and he took over part of it [i.e. the remainder of Carl Johnson's
farm].

TS: What was your father's first name?

EJ: Carl A. Johnson. My Grandpa was August Johnson.

TS: What kind of crops did your father grow on the family farm?

EJ: I'll go ahead with what I have here first.

TS: Okay.
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EJ: I went to North Star College that winter [1918] in a
preparatory course, because my Dad felt he didn't want me to
continue in the country school, I'd missed so much.

Then in 1924 and '25, I went to Hanson Auto School in Fargo,
taking several short courses for different jobs. I've been city
assessor, justice of the peace for 15 years, bailiff in court for
34 years, professional building inspector for 18 years for the
state of Minnesota and the city of Warren, and in 1939 went into
business selling farm equipment for 22 years. I also was an
insurance agent for 42 years. Now I come to the farming.

I started farming, together with my Dad, and using Dad's
equipment, about 1926. Rented the land from a neighbor, mainly
small grains. About 1930, I had my own contract to grow sugar
beets. Had some livestock, milk cows, horses to start with,
chickens and pigs. Worked as a commercial thresher for nine
years.

TS: Okay.

EJ: That takes care of the questions there.

TS: That takes care of the background, yes.
father grew small grains?

You say that your

EJ: Yes. He was very diversified with his farming. Small
grains and cattle and milk cows. We milked about 20 head of
cattle. We farmed with horses at that time, of course. We had
the first beet contract in 1927.

TS: Was that a contract from the American Crystal Sugar Company?

EJ: It was the company that American Crystal is now.

TS: The parent company, the original company [the American Beet
Sugar Co., which became American Crystal in 1934J.

EJ: Right. They started in '26 with the East Grand Forks plant,
so we were in the second year that they were in.

TS: Did they contact you or your father?
contact them for the contract? Do you know?

Or did your father

EJ: Yes. What happened, the railroads were very anxious to get
sugar beets going in this country, so they had a special train
that they sent out on the track and parked in the different
towns, advertising the sugar-beet program. I remember going with
my Dad through this train to show us how the beets were handled,
how they were grown. They had small pots that were planted with
seeds, and the whole process 'til they came out in sugar bags.
Dad was quite a promoter, so he was interested from the start.

August Ross was one of the first growers. In fact, he was
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one of the ones that got the sugar beets into the valley. We met
him at that time and he turned out to be a good friend of our
family. Walter Ross, his son, and I were very close through the
years as we finally grew beets and were on the beet program.

TS: Walter Ross grew one of the very first test plots of sugar
beets?

EJ: His dad was the one, August Ross. The poor guy got caught
in a snow storm and got killed driving across the country out
there.

TS: Your father obtained this contract. Do you remember how
many acres of beets he grew at the very beginning?

EJ: It wasn't that many. I don't remember exactly what he had.
Probably 20 or 30 acres, in that neighborhood. My first contract
was six acres. I got the copy of it in the car.

TS: I see. That contract that you got for six acres, that was
also from the American Crystal Company?

EJ: Yes.

TS: What year was that? 193O's?

EJ: Yes, 1930's. I bought my farm in 1934, and before that I
rented land. It was on the rented land that I had the first
acres. I worked with my Dad. My Dad, as I mentioned, was quite
a promoter, and he never paid us a salary, but he rented land
from the neighbor and used his machinery. In the fall when we
got a paycheck or crop in and so on, he said, "Einar, don't put
the money in the bank. Buy something with it." So I started
buying machinery. I bought my own threshing outfit. Like I
mentioned, I threshed for nine years and got into the program
that way. In 1934, when I bought my farm, I had a full set of
machinery that I had bought to do this.

At that time, the mortgage companies were anxious to get rid
of the land, so I bought it from the John Hancock Mutual
Insurance Company.

TS: John Hancock would have had this land because it was
foreclosed land?

EJ: Foreclosed land. Part of the old Spalding farm, one of the
financed farms out there.

TS: This is out near Warren?

EJ: Only two miles west of town. Then the next fall, my brother
was also interested, so then we bought another section, or three-
quarters, of land. He bought the half section and I bought
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another quarter. So together he had three-quarters and I had
three-quarters, neighbors, part of the same setup. All we paid
down on the section of land was $100 to make the payment. We had
a contract for five years, a contract for deed. I paid that up
in two years, so from then on I was under the mortgage.

TS: When you began this farm in 1934, you grew only six acres of
sugar beets.

EJ: No, no, then I had 30 acres.

TS: By then you had 30 acres.

EJ: I think I was up to 60 acres then.
I got up to 60 acres.

When I had my own land,

TS: You grew the six acres on rented land.

EJ: Yes. I kept on increasing that, too.

TS: What other crops did you grow?

EJ: Barley, wheat, oats. We tried some other stuff, too, like
sunflowers and mustard, but our main crops was grain and barley
and wheat and sugar beets,

TS: Did you raise any livestock?

EJ: I did until 1938. In 1938, the doctor told me I was through
farming.

TS: I see. In those early contracts, if I remember the
provisions of some of the early contracts, the seed was provided
by the company?

EJ: Yes.

TS: The company specified the number of acres you were to grow.

EJ: Yes.

TS: The company pretty much specified the conditions under which
you were to grow?.

EJ: They had field men that were out there in the country, who
signed us up on the contracts. We rented the drills from them.
They were old Minneapolis Moline drills and, of course, with the
old seed, they planted down the rows, it was pretty heavy going.
I mean, when you came up, you had a heavy stand of sugar beets
which had to be tended. At that time we had Mexican labor or
southern labor coming in.
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TS: You mention the company had agents that negotiated with you
the contract.

EJ: Yes, they were field men.

TS: Did these field men also give you advice on growing?

EJ: They watched you grow that thing from the very time you put
the drill in the ground until we harvested in the fall.

TS: Were they out frequently?

EJ: Yes.

TS: Did they come on a regular schedule?

EJ: They were pretty regular — and if we needed them, they were
there right now, if we had labor trouble or anything popped up.
The beet company contracted with the labor and we subcontracted
from them again for the labor, so the labor that was for the

Our other labor, that we took care of
in the beets and the working and
That was done on our own. Then they

furnished the fertilizer, too, to start with. I probably was one
of the ones who broke that contract with them, because I got next
to a co-op and found we could save a right bit of money buying it
through the co-op. The beet company claimed they didn't make any
money on the fertilizer, but we found out afterwards they did.
The field men all got a commission on the fertilizer that they
sold. That's beside the point. That probably shouldn't go into
it.

TS: Well, that's what we're here to talk about. Do you remember
what kind of yields you had in those very early crops?

hoeing and the thinning,
ourselves, like hauling
cultivating and all that.

my brother yesterday. I got some
He's got a bunch of them which I

EJ: I was just talking to
pictures that he had taken.
didn't have. We just discussed that. If we got a ten-ton crop,
we had a big crop. We had around seven, eight tons an acre, is
about the average at that time.

TS: What about the quality of the sugar in that crop?

EJ: We were paid by the ton. That didn't enter into our
payments then, so we really never knew. We could find out, of
course, but we never really—that wasn't in the contract.

TS: At that time, you were paid by volume.

EJ: Yes.

TS: Did you deliver the beets to the processing plant at East
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Grand Forks, or did the company take care of that?

EJ: We delivered them to loading stations. The first beets we
hauled in 1927, we hauled in horses, in a wagon. Then we had the
March siding elevator was two and a half miles from home. There
was [weren't fields] closer than that. That's where we hauled
our first beets. We shoveled them on the wagon and shoveled them
off into cars. Then they had what they called the John Deere—
well, it looked pretty much like the old corn elevators, loading
it into the cars. We shoveled into this elevator and they loaded
it up into cars. We didn't load it right into the car, but to
this elevator.

TS: Then the railroad —

EJ: Then the railroad picked it up.

TS: Delivered to East Grand Forks.

EJ: Yes. That's the only compactor we had at that time.

TS: Did you read any agricultural publications? Did you start
doing some reading on your own about sugar-beet growing?

EJ: Oh, yes. The beet company put out a magazine which we had.
In fact, when we started the Development Association, I had a
local printer in Warren print a pamphlet on the promotion of
sugar beets. I think I've got a copy of it with me. That was
used up and down the valley here for advertising and helping
spread the news.

TS: Most of the information that you would get, then, it came
from the American Crystal Sugar Company?

EJ: Yes.

TS: And their magazine — eventually it was called Crystallized
Facts. I don't know what it was called then.

EJ: Yes. I've got some copies of that.

TS: What year did you get together with others and decide to
form the Western Sugar Beet Growers Association?

EJ: Well, the first Association we formed was the Red River
Valley Sugar Beet Growers Association.

TS: When was that?

EJ: That was in the early '30s. My Dad was on the board, on the
first board.
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TS: These were growers?

EJ: They were growers.

TS: What prompted you, as a group, to decide to form?

EJ: It was to have a uniform understanding with the beet
companies in dealing with them. The county agents were really
the promoters of it. They helped us organize and get set. We
organized over in Grand Forks, and [Bill] Page was the county
agent for Grand Forks County area, and he was one of the
originators to help us get started.

TS: By county agent, you mean an employee of the state.

EJ: Yes.

TS: Not an employee of the company. An Extension agent.

EJ: Extension agent of the county.

TS: Do you remember his name?

EJ: Page, I think it was.

TS: He advised you?

EJ: He gave us advice, yes, on how to organize.

TS: He gave you advice on
remember the reasons he gave?
leverage with the company?

organizing this group. Do you
Did he say it would give you more

EJ: We had problems with freight hauling and different things.
It was to help solve these problems. An example, when we started
hauling, when the Marsh siding was closed up, in that one year
[1927] we had horses. When we started buying trucks in 1928,
then we had Model T trucks to haul with. We'd hire men, and they
would go down unloading at Alvarado, un loading at Alvarado
[railroad siding] at that time. As we were coming in there, an
example, one morning, 7:00 in the morning usually, when they were
supposed to open up the docks, which they did, and we got there
and there were no [railroad] cars. They told us, "They should be
here." The train froze at Thief River and they'd be out in the
cars in an hour or an hour or two. It was 3:00 in the afternoon
before we got cars. This really upset us. I was on the board at
that time, and a couple of the other board members, we got in the
car and went over to Thief River. The Soo Line had their office
there for our area. I went in there, and the agent wasn't in,
the freight agent.

So then we decided, "We better go to the beet company and
check with them, see what's happening." So we drove to
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Crookston. Crookston [i.e. the processing plant at Crookston]
had just opened up, so they were operating, too. Then there was
nobody there that we could talk to.

Then we went right to East Grand Forks to the headquarters'
office and talked to—if I remember right, it was [Al] Holkesveig
at that time. We come in there and we started talking to him.
"Well," he said, "it's the railroad's fault. It ain't our
fault." Then the Soo Line agent from St. Paul walks in. That's
the best thing that ever happened. I said, "We're not here
really to complain, excepting that we would like to know what's
going on." I said, "Why should we hire our men to come down to
the beet company at 7:00 in the morning and then wait until 3:00
before they can unload? This don't make sense."

TS: It cost you money.

EJ: Sure it did. It's expensive for us. Then the Soo Line man,
he was there, he was on the spot. So then he told us that they
were having problems with their railroad men because they would
have to go out on the train from Thief River. That's the first
station you had where you're loading. Then they went into North
Dakota, and they had two or three stations that they were picking
up cars on. They wanted to be sure that they'd have enough beets
to fill up the cars with and come back later that night. So the
[railroad] men didn't want to sit out in the [railroad] cars
waiting, like our men were doing, when they were loading. This
was the whole trouble.

The beet company, then, of course, they said, "Well, this is
fine." We told them, "If you can find out what's going on so we
don't have to sit there from 7:00 in the morning 'til 3:00 in the
afternoon, you let us know what's happening," which we did find
out. We [the growers association] had more control of it. There
were still problems, but not as serious as that was.

TS: It in was situations like this that you wanted the growers'
cooperative to exert some leverage.

EJ: Right. And the same thing was true with our fertilizer when
we started buying fertilizer outside. The beet companies started
discriminating against the fellows that bought their own
fertilizer. Well, this is illegal, and we threatened to go to
court.

Another deal we had, I never worked Sunday. Of course, they
[the American Crystal officials] would get into the habit, they
would take frozen beets on Sunday morning if there was any frozen
beets they had during the week. Then that was discriminating
against us. So we come in there Monday morning with frozen beets
and we said, "You're going to take them." The field man, of
course, was out there, and he got on the telephone and said,
"Take 'em." This is some of the things that we—just telling you
some of the problems we had that had to be settled.
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TS: Sure. When this group was formed, you said the first one
was Red River Valley Sugar Beet Growers Association. Then this
was expanded to include other states? Is that how the Western
Sugar Beet Growers Association was formed?

EJ: Western Sugar Beet Growers — after this Association [i.e.
the Red River Valley Sugar Beet Growers] got going, then we had
people who wanted to grow beets that didn't have them because
they couldn't belong to the Association, the Growers Association.
I was in on that. In 1941 or 1940, I met with the group in
Moorhead, late '40, and they had already formed an association.
I've got letterheads in my box out in the car showing the boards
that were on them. But they had never gotten any money in, so
they were just kind of a loose organization. They were going to
call it the Development Association. Moorhead wanted to get a
beet plant. Up and down the whole valley, of course, before we
got through, we had people all over the valley wanting to get
beet plants, and also farmers wanting beet acres.

At that time, they decided they were going to organize
getting money in to get the ball rolling, and I was elected
treasurer. I was the treasurer of that outfit for many years.

TS: What was the exact name of that outfit? Do you remember?

EJ: I've got that in the car, too.

TS: That's okay. We can fill that in.

EJ: It was the Development Association, anyway. I traveled the
whole country over holding meetings. I got to be the spokesman
for that.

TS: This was to form the larger regional organization?

EJ: Then that group and the Beet Growers Association and Montana
and Washington and Iowa, where American Crystal had factories,
they wanted to join in. So that's when Western Sugar Beet
Growers Association was formed.

TS: That was in the early 1940s?

EJ: Yes.

TS: Can you tell me something about how the group was
structured? It was a co-operative. Did you form some kind of a
board with representatives in each of the regional areas?

EJ: Right. I wasn't on that board right away. I was elected on
the board when I was elected president. I was on the board. I
don't remember what year that was. But Walter Ross was the
president. He come to a meeting one time and he says, "I can't
take care of it, Einar. I wish you'd take the job of president."
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So I was elected president, and I was president for five years,
six years, whatever it was.

TS: This was in the 1940s?

EJ: Yes. Late '40s or early '50s. It was later '50s, T guess,
before I got to be president.

Anyway, this Association became the sparkplug to promote
sugar, and legislation was our big object. That was the main
reason for the Western Sugar Beet Growers Association, was to get
legislation that we could operate under. I had some wonderful
experiences with that.

TS: This involved actually doing some lobbying. Did you lobby
both at the federal and the state level, or primarily the
federal?

EJ: I met with the legislature in St. Paul, and I met with the
Congress. A group of us met. I was pretty much alone
[testifying] in the state [legislature], but we [as a group] had
several meetings in Washington, D.C., of course.

TS: Do you remember some of those trips to Washington? Did you
testify before congressional committees or just talk to
individuals?

EJ: We got together with the cane people there, as well, and the
federation from Colorado. They had their office. Al Bloomquist,
before we hired him, he was working with this outfit as a
promoter in St. Paul.

TS: This was the sugar-cane group.

EJ: Yes, beets and sugar cane both,
legislating purposes.

TS: The American Sugar Federation?

They were all connected for

EJ: Yes. The same thing with the California group. I can't
remember his name now. He was a real good friend of mine. I
think it was Shields, was the promoter from California.

We had some problems with the factories. They were not in
favor of us expanding like we wanted them to do. "Johnson and
his bunch," I heard that quite a few times. "We can't go along
with their program."

TS: By "Johnson," you mean you yourself.

EJ: I was heading up this Western Sugar Beet Growers, and we
were in there fighting to get more acreage from the very start.
For what reason, the beet companies felt that they didn't want to
expand.
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TS: By expand, you mean they would have to expand the processing
plants to process more beets that you would grow on more acres.

EJ: This is one reason the growers are owning the company today,
because the growers, they were for expansion. What happened,
from the East Grand Forks plant, now we've got all these other
plants working and operating.

I met with a group down in Albert Lea, which is right on the
Iowa border. I went down there and held meetings. I met with
them as far south as Wheaton in the valley here and up through
Hallock and Cavalier on the North Dakota side. I had meetings
all the way up and down the valley here, promoting this. It was
a one-dollar membership. The farmers paid a dollar in, and we'd
get their help. That's what we operated on. It was no big
money. I spent my own time, most of it.

TS: By dollar membership, you mean membership in the Western
Growers?

EJ: Yes. Actually, it was in the Development group, paid into
the — [pauses]

TS: The Development group tied to that?

EJ: Yes.

TS: So this one-dollar membership fee would be used for the
purposes of promoting more acreage.

EJ: Right.

TS: And also promoting more support for sugar beets.

EJ: Right. Even Thief River Falls, they made up a pamphlet.
I've got that in my file. And up in Roseau County, they formed
an organization. Bob Shields was in on that up there. The other
day he [pointing to Stewart Bass] said, "The only friend we have
in Washington right now is Bob Shields." That can go back to the
time when we organized up there, because he got acquainted with
the beet program when he represented us also in the state. He
was in favor of expansion.

TS: The development group that you're talking about, which is
attached to the Western Sugar Beet Growers Association, you
represented that group sometimes when you went to the state
legislature?

EJ: Oh, yes.

TS: And when you went to Washington, D.C.
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EJ: Yes. Of course, after I got to be president of Western, I
represented all of them then, of course, as a group.

TS: When you would take these trips, what would you do? Would
you testify?

EJ: Yes. What we did, we met with different groups and we'd
lobby with our own legislators. Seeing that we covered five
states, I could go in to any one of the legislators [i.e. U.S.
Representatives] from these five states.

TS: What five states are those?

EJ: Iowa, Minnesota, North and South Dakota, Montana, and
Washington.

TS: That would be six, actually.

EJ: Yes. South Dakota kind of came in later. There were five
to start with. Well, anyway, I could go to any of these and talk
to their legislator, because otherwise you're limited if you can
only talk to your own legislator. These [growers from each
state] all paid into the same Association. I could talk to any
of them as president. This is mostly the work we did.

Then we'd have hearings. We'd usually meet in the evening
and set up. Somebody would be the spokesman. Huge Trowbridge
did that a couple of times. He was good at it. He was level
headed.

TS: This would be meetings with individual legislators?

EJ: No, no, with the committee.

TS: Meeting with the entire committee. Did you also hold
meetings with individual legislators, asking them to introduce
legislation?

EJ: Oh, yes, sure.

TS: Or encourage changes?

EJ: We used our own legislators, all of them, for that. I met
with [Senator William] Langer, [Senator Quentin] Burdick,
[Senator Hubert] Humphrey, [Senator Eugene] McCarthy, and
[Senator Milton] Young, [Robert?] Nyquist [Hjalmar Nygaard] from
North Dakota and all these fellows and the fellows from Montana.
Went into their offices and laid down our program to them. Some
of them were very friendly and were in favor of it, like from the
valley here in the state.

I had quite an experience. I mentioned before that
[Congressmen opposed to] "Johnson and his bunch" were fighting
this. Frank Kemp was one of the ones that was the strongest
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against us, and he was the president of the Great Western Beet
Company. They were one of the largest beet processors in the
States. He pointed the finger. What happened, we met with the
committee, and that was an open hearing, so we all had a chance
to speak.

TS: This is the committee of —

EJ: Agriculture Committee. The state committee actually, is
what it was. The fellow heading up the State [Department
division on agriculture].

TS: Here in Minnesota?

EJ: No, national. This is the one they are fighting —

TS: United States Agriculture Committee.

EJ: Right. This is the one they're fighting with right now
[1989], is the fellow in the State Department heading that up,
and he was the fellow we had problems with then in that
department. Different man in there now, but they're still the
same program, they're still fighting that same program.

Well, what happened, I spoke up in a meeting. I had one
fellow said, "How did you dare do that?" What I said was, I
said, "I can't understand this. The legislators are elected by
us to write the laws. They, in turn, through the executive
department, appoint two fellows to administrate the laws to do
right. And here you're telling us what to do." That was pretty
strong language to these fellows.

TS: Particularly before United States congressmen, as well as
representatives of the companies.

EJ: Right. So this word got out, and that night when we met,
Frank Kemp pointed his finger at me and Hugh Trowbridge. We were
the only two from Minnesota there. Actually, it was me he was
pointing at. He said, "You fellows from Minnesota got to get
after Humphrey to get on the ball to help us out."

So we got on the telephone the next morning and called
Humphrey's office, made an appointment to meet in his office. He
was the Whip in the Senate at that time. He had a direct line
into the White House, so he called this man that was representing
the State Department, and told him, "I want a meeting with you on
this sugar-beet deal." We made up the date, which was in late
afternoon at 5:30 when they were all through with their work.

We walked in there, and Humphrey wasn't there. This fellow
says, "You know these congressmen. They forget. They aren't on
the ball." So he wondered what we had to bring.

We said, "We have nothing to bring ourselves. It's
Humphrey's meeting. He's called a meeting, so we'll wait for
him." We waited for about half an hour. Then Humphrey and
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McCarthy both walked in. I've never heard anybody bawl a man out
worse than that bawl ing-out that guy from the State Department
got from Humphrey. He told him, he says, "We're in trouble with
the wheat growers. We're in trouble with the farmers all the way
down. And here you're throwing a monkey wrench into our beet
program, which is a program that's operating in good shape, and
you're trying to disrupt that." He said, "You've got to get off
these boys' backs." He didn't say what he was going to do.

Then Humphrey asked us, "How about going through the White
House?" I'd been there several times to Washington. I'd never
been in the White House before, and most of us hadn't. So this
sounded good. We walked down, walked past the President's
office. The President walks out and shakes hands with all of us.

TS: Which President?

EJ: Kennedy. He'd just come back from Florida. Humphrey was
showing us the White House. Then he turned us over to another
man to take us through, and then he told him right then and
there, he says, "I've got my Minnesota boys here in the sugar
program." So the program went right to the President.

Monday morning, they called up and they were off our back,
and legislation went through. You're asking what we did. This
is one thing we did.

TS: Sure. You mentioned Al Bloomquist for a while was
representing the American Sugar Federation and later moved over
to representing your groups.

EJ: The Federation finally closed their doors, excepting for
their office in [pauses] — this is where we met in Washington.
Whenever we went into Washington, we had our meeting with the
Federation. They spearheaded those meetings down in Washington.
And we had Mr. [E.W.] Reising there for many years. He was a
lobbyist. At the time when this Humphrey deal was on, [Fred]
Frederickson was our representative. Reising had been in an
accident and he left the office, and we didn't have him in there
any longer. So it was Frederickson that was in there at that
time. He didn't have the know-how that Reising had. Reising had
grown up with the sugar program, and he was there under the Water
Boards, the water problems. He came from Idaho.

TS: What was Frederickson's first name?

EJ: Fred Frederickson. I think it was. He was from the west,
too, from Wyoming or someplace there. I'm not sure what state he
was from, but he was from there. Reising, he helped us a lot as
long as he was there, but he went out because he couldn't take
care of it any longer.

TS: You've touched on my next question. I was going to ask
about Reising. What was Mr. Reising's first name?
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EJ: We always called him E.W.

TS: Your group retained E.W. Reising to be your lobbyist in
Washington, and he worked there for a number of years, didn't he?

EJ: Yes, he did. When we called our meetings, he made the
arrangements for our hotel rooms, everything. He had all that
down. He was well acquainted down there and knew the ropes, what
to do. When we got down there, we had rooms.

TS: Would he maintain contact with your organization on a
monthly basis, weekly basis?

EJ: I've got my box full of letters from him.

TS: Correspondence?

EJ: And he came up here [to the Red River Valley]. I set up the
meetings. He'd come up and help out in the meetings, telling
what was going on in Washington.

TS: Did he charge a fee? Is that how the thing worked for him,
to represent you?

EJ: We paid him a small fee. Actually, the Water Board paid him
his salary, and it was mostly just expenses that we paid him, and
we helped raise money for his office. Offices are high priced in
Washington, D.C., so we gave him help there.

TS: His job pretty much was to mind the store on a daily basis
in Washington for you?

EJ: Right. Right.

TS: Keep you up to date on what was going on?

EJ: Right.

TS: Let you know when you had to come out there?

EJ: Right. If something came up that he wanted help on, he'd
give us a telephone call. "I want you to come on down. There's
a hearing going on and you should be here." R.T. Adams, myself,
and Hugh Trowbridge were the three that went mostly, and others
went, too. Al Sinner, George Sinner's dad, he was a great man to
help out. He was one of my best friends and helpers. He was a
good friend of Langer.

TS: Bill Langer?

EJ: Yes. We flew home one weekend, and him and Bill sat
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together away on the way from Washington to Fargo. He introduced
me at the airport to Langer, and when we came to Fargo, Al got
off and the plane went on to Grand Forks. I was on the plane to
Grand Forks. Langer was going up to [Warsaw?] which is north of
Grand Forks for a meeting on Sunday there. So he come behind me.
"How's it going, Einar?" Called me by my first name just like
that. [Chuckles] That's the kind of guy he was.

TS: Did the Western Growers, did you join with other grower
organizations? Did you contribute money to specific candidates?
Did you contribute to campaigns?

EJ: No.

TS: You just maintained contact with the men holding the office
at that time?

EJ: Individually we would give; not as an Association.

TS: But individuals could contribute if they chose.

EJ: I mentioned a dollar a deal. That was the smallest portion
of the income we had at Western. Our bankers paid in. I just
read the letter from Hall, the agriculturist with the Northern
Pacific, and also McGregory, the agriculturist with the Great
Northern, and they paid in from both the NP and the Great
Northern into our funds. I think it was $200 each at one time,
and at other times, as well. Then the bankers, in going into the
bank to get the money from the bank, the Moorhead banks paid us
$100 apiece. The Fargo banks paid 50. They weren't quite as—
[pause]

TS: I understand. These monies were used to help promote.

EJ: To help pay for our expenses going to Washington. Actually,
it was just expenses.

TS: Pretty much just the expenses of traveling to and fro,
lodging in Washington or lodging in one of the state legislatures
[i.e. capitals]?

EJ: None of us got a salary. The time that we spent was on our
own.

TS: I see. So none of the officers of the Western Growers
received a salary.

EJ: Excepting Reising.

TS: Except Reising. He retained that fee.

EJ: And Al Bloomquist got it later on when he was hired. He was
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hired, really, by the Beet Growers to start with. We were down
in Denver for a meeting at the time that he was laid off from the
mother company of the processors out in Washington. So on the
way home, just Hugh Trowbridge and R.T. Adams and myself were on
the plane riding home, and I told the fellows, "We've got to pick
Al up." I had used him before this in promoting, because I had
him out helping me hold meetings promoting. Mostly what the
promotion then was, the promotion of the sugar-beet sugar over
cane sugar. That was the problem to start with. The people,
they thought it wasn't as good a sugar. Actually, you can get it
in the bag, you can't tell the difference. This is what he
[Bloomquist] was promoting, and this is what he was working on.
He had a couple of gals working with him, and I had them up here
holding meetings in different towns, advertising the beet sugar
over and above the cane sugar. So this is some of the things we
did.

TS: This was a way of getting more people to try to grow beet
sugar and use it, as well.

EJ: To use it, yes.

TS: Let's talk for a moment about the actual structure of the
Western Growers Association. You were president for about five
years, you said.

EJ: Five or six years, yes.

TS: Did they hold annual meetings?

EJ: Yes.

TS: Were these meetings of the entire membership?

EJ: Yes.

TS: Did you move to various spots throughout the five or six
states?

EJ: We met up in Washington, out there for one meeting. I don't
remember ever meeting in Montana, although there was a meeting
there. I don't think it was the annual meeting. I mentioned
Albert Lea in southern Minnesota, and then Grand Forks and Fargo,
they were the two main places where we operated.

TS: Did you maintain an office?

EJ: We had an office in Grand Forks. Al, when he first started,
he was working out of that office for both the Western Sugar Beet
Growers Association and Red River Valley Sugar Beet Growers
Association.
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TS: Al Bloomquist.

EJ: Yes.

TS: In between these annual meetings, you had a board that would
meet periodically?

EJ: We'd meet and call for board meetings any time there was
some question that came up. A lot of it was done by telephone.
I had a hook-up, and I'd talk to all of them.

TS: You would arrange for a hook-up among five or six different
telephones and hold a telephone conference?

EJ: Right. This happened when some problem came up in a hurry
and we had to get it settled.

TS: Sure, with that many states involved, it's hard. Most of
the periodic meetings, were they held in the Red River Valley, or
did you move the sites of those?

EJ: They were most of them held here in the Valley.

TS: Were there representatives for each state, or how many
representatives were there on the board?

EJ: Mostly it was just the board members from these other
states. There were one or two others, like from southern
Minnesota and Iowa, we had a good group come up from there at
some board meetings. We invited these other Associations, like
the Federation. Blake was at several of our meetings, and we
were invited, in turn, to their meetings. So I attended some of
their meetings. Another group that wanted to get in with us,
which we never got to the point where they got in, was Texas.
They had an area they wanted to start growing cane sugar. Well,
that would have been fine, but the thing kind of dissolved and we
got what we wanted here in the valley and that kind of quieted
the thing down.

TS: Did the Western Growers have a constitution or some kind of
a document structuring the organization?

EJ: I guess we did.
that.

I don't remember now just what happened on

TS: Or bylaws or something like that?

EJ: We had certain rules that we had to follow.

TS: How did you recruit new members? You talked about some
pamphlets that were printed, talking about beet growing and
everything.
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EJ: As far as the beet growers, for prospective beet growers, I
mentioned I held meetings. I held meetings all the way up and
down the valley, even down south in the Minnesota River Valley.
There are Renville factories down there, which is part of the
gain that happened because of what we did. A lot of people don't
realize the reason that they got sugar is because of the fight we
had. This is what got the program going and got it in.

TS: When you were holding these meetings, recruiting new members
to the Western Growers, how did the companies react to that?

EJ: It come to the point where we got the companies coming down
here. The Holly people came in, the Spreckles people from
California, and Great Western people came in here. There was
another factory, too, I remember. There were four factory men
that we had going through the Valley here. I don't remember the
name of the fellow that was with the Holly people.

[Begin Tape 1, Side B]

EJ: [The name is in the records in] my car. We'd pick them up in
Fargo and haul them up. In fact, we went all the way up to
Winnepeg with some of them, because you get up on the Canadian
side, there's beets growing there, too. So we'd show them the
country. I'll never forget that old fellow that was the
president of the Holly people. "Einar," he says, "I never
expected to see such a fabulous country in all my life." Level
floor all the way, and you could just see from one end to the
other if your eyesight was that good. [Laughter]

TS: So you're saying that eventually the company people were
actually helping you recruit new members.

EJ: Actually did. They got to the point where they were
interested in coming in here [to build processing plants]. This
is, of course, what we were trying to promote — others to come
in so we'd have competition in the sugar-beet industry.

TS: But at the beginning, were they happy that you were
recruiting members?

EJ: No, no.

TS: They weren't pleased with that at all?

EJ: They didn't want to expand, for one reason or another. They
felt that — well, I can see part of it was the [Federal sugar]
legislation. They had been in there fighting to get this
legislation, and here we were going beyond what they had asked
for. All they were asking for was enough sugar to run their
factories. Here we wanted to expand. You see, we were still
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growing pretty near only half of the sugar we consume in the
United States. And this is what our problem was. We wanted to
expand and get more of that market. So with the [domestic]
consumption as it had been, to increase, that's all we've taken
care of yet! So we're still on a 50%, pretty much, basis.

TS: So you're saying the companies were afraid that by
organizing and pushing for an expansion to domestic sugar
production, you might discourage the legislation that was already
in force supporting domestic sugar prices.

EJ: Right.

TS: That, rather than getting better legislation, they were
afraid that if you walked in and started talking to the
legislators and the congressmen, it might harm the [existing]
legislation.

EJ: Right.

TS: There's no way you can really prove this, but did you get
the impression that the company people felt you weren't
sophisticated enough to really help them with the government?

EJ: I don't know if that entered into it. I couldn't say. Like
I say, they pointed a finger at us for being promoters, and they
didn't like it.

TS: Basically, they wanted you to just let them handle it --

EJ: Right.

TS: — as far as domestic sugar support from the government.

EJ: And we were the ones who threw a monkey wrench into their
program is actually what I think they felt.

TS: How did the Western Growers keep in touch with members? Did
you do a newsletter or did you send out regular correspondence?

EJ: Yes, letters and advertising in the papers.

TS: That was done by members of the board or —

EJ: I wrote letters, as well as Reising when he was in there.
He was good at keeping us informed, and we'd promote that to the
area.

TS: Once again, writing for the newsletter and all this is still
something you have to do on your own time. Pretty much your
time?
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EJ: Oh, yes.

TS: Then, of course, at the annual meetings they would hold
elections for the board and for the presidency and so forth?

EJ: Right.

TS: As president, did you have to be re-elected every year, or
was it a number of terms?

EJ: It was every year.

TS: Each year you had to decide whether or not you wanted to run
for re-election. In establishing the policy, the board pretty
much established policy between the annual meetings?

EJ: Oh, yes.

TS: But they would bring certain decisions to the annual
meetings for the rank and file to make?

EJ: Yes, they'd vote on problems that we had.

TS: At what point did you—or did you actually begin to consider
also the terms of the contracts with the companies? Did you
discuss that at all, asking for different terms in the various
growers contracts?

EJ: No, not as Western, we didn't, no.

TS: That was pretty much something that the Red River Valley—

EJ: Right. That was the growers themselves who done that. I
was on that board, too.

TS: We know you hired a lobbyist, E.W. Reising. Did you also
help finance the expansion of any factories? Did you try to
encourage banks to raise loans for companies or anything like
that?

EJ: No.

TS: You stayed out of that completely?

EJ: Not until we bought them out [i.e. the growers purchased
American Crystal, in 1973].

TS: Yes, not until you bought the American Crystal Company. Let
me ask you this, kind of an impression question. This is a
multi-state growers organization across five states, and
eventually when South Dakota growers joined up, six states. So
you got representatives from all these areas. Is that kind of
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difficult, across that many states, to maintain an organization
cohesively?

EJ: It was really done through the railroad men. They were the
ones that were really the ones that done the speaking for us in
the other areas. Like Moses Lake in Washington, they wanted to
have beets down there, and the railroad, of course, was
interested in the same thing in Montana. The railroad men, they
knew the areas and knew where the needs were. They kept in
contact with these fellows.

TS: Sure. They had the structure to work with. Of course, they
were going to profit.

EJ: And they were very cooperative. Of course, it was money in
their pocket, too, in the railroad. They got the shipping. To
start with, of course, they shipped the beets into the factories
and [shipped] the fertilizers.

TS: What railroads are we talking about? Soo Line is one.

EJ: The two main ones in our area were the Great Northern and
the Northern Pacific, which they joined into Burlington Northern.
They were the ones that really were the bigger promoters. The
field men for the Soo Line, all they had was some branch lines
out in the country, so they got very little out in the hauling.
They were not as active, although Ebling, the Soo Line man, he
was a good friend of mine. He was quite a magician. He would
come and help with meetings.

TS: What was his first name?

EJ: I don't remember.

TS: You've got your companies who are running the sugar
factories, the processing factories, you've got the growers'
organization, and you've got the railroads. The railroads kind
of act as the go-between in some ways between the company and the
growers, because they stand to profit from both sides, I mean, as
long as there are beets being grown and those beets have to be
shipped to the factories. So their agents and their organizers
can kind of act as friends on both sides?

EJ: Right.

TS: How did this change when railroads began to merge?

EJ: In fact, I testified at the Great Northern and NP hearing.

TS: You went to the merger hearings?

EJ: They asked me to, to testify.
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TS: To speak to the benefits?

EJ: The benefits of the two companies joining together,
in more than quite a few places.

I got

TS: Sure! A lot of stories, no doubt. Let me ask you this.
The Western Sugar Growers eventually came to an end as a multi-
state organization.

EJ: Yes.

TS: Approximately when was that?

EJ: In the late '60s.

TS: Why did it break up?

EJ: I wasn't president any longer. Ted Peet was elected
president, and Al Bloomquist, he was working [as Executive
Secretary for the RRVSBGA]. We had gotten, really, what we were
after.

TS: It pretty much had accomplished its reason for existing.

EJ: Right. Reising was gone, and we didn't have anybody in
Washington like him. Frederickson was there, but not in the same
capacity. He would come and go. If I remember right, I think he
was with the railroad, connected with the railroad in Montana or
something. Whatever his background was, I don't know for sure.

TS: So essentially, when the multi-state Growers Association
broke up, you had pretty much accomplished your goal of expanding
acreage and gaining government support for domestic sugar. You
say Ted Peet was the president at that time?

EJ: When they buried us. [Chuckles]

TS: What did they do? Did they just get together and decide
there was no point in continuing, and it was dissolved?

EJ: I think this is what really happened.

TS: You were retired at that point?

EJ: I was out of it, yes. That was after the beet company was
bought out by the farmers [ie. the RRVSBGA]. I was off the board
then, because when we bought the beet company, I bought into it
at the time, but I sold my shares because I quit farming.

TS: This was around 1972-73 when they bought the company.
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EJ: Yes.

You were part of the purchase at that time.

Right.

You had shares. I think it was $100 per —

An acre.

Then you sold your shares when you got out of farming and

TS:

EJ:

TS:

EJ;

TS:
retired. I see. Were you a member of the Red River Valley Sugar
Beet Growers Association?

EJ: Sure.

TS: When did you join that, do you remember?

EJ: I joined that from the very start.

TS: That would be in the 1930s.

EJ: Yes. I was on that board for many years,
that board when I got elected to Western.

In fact, I was on

TS: This was the growers group that was concerned with the
details of the contracts, the actual growing contracts being
supplied by American Crystal and the other companies.

EJ: And we were also interested very much in legislation,
that kind of work went with the new growers.

So

TS: Why don't we discuss that for a moment. As a group, which
gives you some collective power, you could ask for better terms
from the companies. What was the main concern? What did you
mainly want to change in the contracts?

EJ: I don't recall right offhand what the big problems were.
There were different things like in the payments and mostly in
the controlling of the harvesting. That was one of our biggest
problems for some reason or other.

TS: The control of the harvest?

EJ: Yes. We also had some labor problems which had to be
settled with the company. That went through the Association.
But the harvesting, they set up quotas with the farmers, and each
farmer had so many beets, and it took a while to get this
organized. So the farmers wouldn't know what they were supposed
to do.

TS: By control the harvest, you mean the details of actually
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harvesting the beets?

EJ: Yes, when you can haul your beets in [to the factory] and
how many you can haul in a week or in a day or whatever. That
was all arranged. Of course, at the time we had beet labor [i.e.
hand labor], and this wasn't that big a problem because our beets
didn't get out [of the ground] that fast. But when we started
with the beet lifters, you could lift a load of beets pretty fast
and get it in the line. But before that, when you had to shovel
them on, you didn't get that many truckloads out.

TS: But once you had machinery that could speed up the
harvesting of beets, then it was more important to have a better
schedule for delivery of beets to the railroads or delivery to
the factories or however you did at that time.

EJ: That created problems. We did both. In 1938, we hauled
beets into the factory, all our beets that fall.

TS: Directly?

EJ: Directly.

TS: Did you have trucks?

EJ: Yes. I had a V-8 Ford. I bought the first Ford, the V-8
Ford, that they sold out of Warren. My brother had two, and our
Dad. We had a few trucks together, all of us. We worked very
much together on that beet hauling.

TS: One of the other details that you say you worked on the
contracts was labor problems, securing of labor. The company
provided most of the labor?

EJ: They contracted with them down south, yes.

TS: They would come from Texas and other places down south.
This was migrant labor.

EJ: Right.

TS: Of course, I've heard it said that there were times when
certain groups of migrants would come to the same farm year after
year after year, that it was just worked out that way. In the
early years, you supplied housing on the farm for the migrants?

EJ: When they came, they had old cars, old trucks, and whatever
way they could come up, they came. Some had big trucks and came
up with several families in one truck. We had one family that
stayed with us for seven years. They broke down in Nebraska and
they called on the telephone and said, "We broke down. We can't
make it." So Dad and one of my brothers got in the truck and
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went down there and picked them up, hauled 'em up. These are
some of the problems we had, of course. Like you say, they came
back from year to year and worked. Of course, to start with,
they done all the tending and they stayed on. When they came in
the spring of the year, we went into the grocery store and told
them, "Let them charge the groceries," and we guaranteed the
bills.

TS: Just essentially they [the grocers, etc.] kept it on an
account.

EJ: Yes. When they were through with the thinning and cleaning
the fields up, then we would pay them. Most of them then would
go into southern Minnesota here, down in the pickle factories,
and pick cucumbers and beans and peas and what have you in the
pickling deal. Then they'd come back for the topping in the
fall. Then, of course, we had the same story wherever.

We had to furnish them a house to live in. When the
government started getting into the program, then they become so
fussy, we pretty near had to move [i.e. remove] our own houses
and give them living quarters just as good as we had, which I
suppose was all right in one way. But we had running water and a
water system set up in their places. I had an old house on the
farm and I fixed that up for them.

TS: Pretty much, growers don't maintain housing now for
migrants, simply because of government regulations?

EJ: The regulations got so stiff that you couldn't afford to.

TS: It got very difficult?

EJ: Those that had old houses could—but you know, old houses
would depreciate and deteriorates, too, so they stand up about so
long and that was it.

TS: At one point during the Second World War, you actually
employed prisoners of war?

EJ: I've got a picture of the prisoners of war that we had.

TS: How was that arranged? Was there a camp up there [near
Warren]? Did they come from the camp here [in Moorhead]?

EJ: I'm not sure what area they came from. They were brought
in. We had a group staying in an old college that we had in town
and they were housed there.

TS: The old college building?

EJ: Yes. I was on the Chamber of Commerce in Warren. Then the
Chamber of Commerce made the arrangements for this, and I got
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involved in that because I was on the Chamber. Being a beet
grower, why, they wanted me to take charge of that. So I made
the arrangements with them up there. Then they had guards with
them, and these guards would take them out in the fields.

TS: The individual farms.

EJ: We hauled them out ourselves, and some of them had
equipment. They had some Army units. The captain, of course, he
had a jeep and a driver that hauled him around to all these guys,
watching them. We didn't have any trouble with the prisoners.
They were good workers. What we did—and this paid off—we were
not supposed to feed them, but there was nothing to say you
couldn't haul out a bowl of soup to them at noon and give them
something to warm them up. It was cold in the fall, you know.
They'd talk sometimes, and they'd be out there all day long. So
they enjoyed this.

TS: The arrangement was, you actually contracted with the United
States Army and paid the Army, who, in turn, paid the prisoners.

EJ: Whatever they got, I don't know.

TS: They [the Army] handled that arrangement.

EJ: Yes.

TS: Did you find it necessary to speak German, or did you have
to have an interpreter to work with the prisoners?

EJ: The guards. We worked through the guards.

TS: They spoke German. You could tell the guards what needed to
be done and they could tell the prisoners.

EJ: And there were a lot of prisoners that could speak English.
They understood enough so you could communicate with them.

TS: Did you ever hear from any of those prisoners again after
the war?

EJ: No.

TS: Did they do this one or two seasons?

EJ: I don't remember more than one season.

TS: Just one season.

EJ: In some areas they were back again, but one season [up near
Warren].
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TS: Did the Western Growers do anything to encourage research?
Did you get involved with research through either NDSU or
Crookston?

EJ: Yes. I had good help from Youngquist in Crookston.

TS: That's Bernie Youngquist.

EJ: Bernie. He was a great help. I have letters from him, what
he's done, at the time when I was president. Then also from the
university here [i.e. North Dakota State University].

TS: Who from the university?

EJ: I don't remember who that was.

TS: Several people?

EJ: There were several of them on that agriculture committee.

TS: What about Olaf Soine? Do you remember him?

EJ: Yes.

TS: He did a lot of research out at Crookston, too.

EJ: Right. We had several out at Crookston. Youngquist was the
sparkplug in there.

TS: Did the Western Sugar Growers actually give any financial
support to research, or did they just supply them with raw data
and information?

EJ: Yes, and legislation and things. We always had them at our
meetings. We invited them to our meetings, and they were always
in on the program, what was going on. We did, as sugar-beet
growers, buy some land for the University of Minnesota.

TS: You're talking about the Red River Valley Sugar Beet
Growers?

EJ: Yes. I was on the board there, and we bought land. We made
a down payment on it. I don't know if we paid for all of it; I
don't think we did. Anyway, we got them land for experimenting
with sugar beets.

TS: This land was near Crookston?

EJ: Right. Caty-cornered from the college.

TS: Then U of M at Crookston, Bernie Youngquist and his group
there did the research on that land.
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EJ: Right. They're still doing it.

TS: Sure. Did you ever attend any of the SGIs, the Sugar
Growers Institutes, that Bernie Youngquist helped organize?

EJ: Oh, yes.

TS: They were held at Crookston. I think for a while they were
also held down here, too.

EJ: Yes. I took in most of those.

TS: What did you think of those?

EJ: They were good, real good. We had the advertisers there, of
course, with the fertilizer and weed killers and all the new
machinery. Getting back to machinery, I had one of the first
beet lifters and topper that came out, and it didn't work.

TS: This was produced by a company?

EJ: Scott Wyner Company. What they did, it was just a blade
going down in deep in the ground. The beets were too deep down,
so the loss was too great. We couldn't use it. We started and
it had a little hopper in the back. It filled that hopper up.
Then there was a blade that cleaned up [the field] so you got a
clean spot to drop the beets into, but then you had to pick them
up and load them up. But that didn't work, so we hauled that
[machine] into the woods and they come and took it back. I was
in the machine business at the time, and I suppose that's why I
got in on that. What actually the machine was, it was a chain
that came and picked the leaves up and had blades that cut them
tops off. That part was good, and some of the companies still
use that principle. But what happened, it was developed for red
beets. And you know, they're just small, sitting on top of the
ground, practically. So it worked good for that, but it was no
good for sugar beets.

TS: It just couldn't dig deep enough.

EJ: No, and it took power to pull that thing when you got down
that deep.

TS: Sure. What was the first really good machine, really
successful machine, do you know?

EJ: Well, the first one we had was the [Deering] , one-row
machine.

TS: Just for one row at that time. Approximately when was that?
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EJ: I don't know.

TS: Sometime in the '50s, maybe?

EJ: It could have been in the '50s.

TS: Prior to that, I know there were some individual growers
that did experiments of their own with machinery. They tried to
adapt other machines.

EJ: Most of our machinery was developed by farmers. I built our
first tractor. I had a Ford pick-up that I dismantled. You
could buy these wheels, tractor wheels, and put in the back. I
got pictures of that, for cultivating. We had a four-row. I had
a cultivator slung underneath, a regular horse cultivator. Of
course, when we first started, we cultivated with horses, but
then we got that machinery. The John Deere people came out to
see what that looked like, and then they came out with the Model
V tractor after that.

TS: I see. This is the same thing that happened with sugar-beet
machinery. They would see what some of the farmers had done, and
then work from that beginning to develop machinery.

EJ: Right. A lot of the machinery that the farmers developed
was from old potato machinery, potato chains and things, and
they're still using some of that in their loaders and stuff.

TS: These machines, they're very expensive now. Did any of the
growers organizations help individual farmers get machinery?
They didn't extend loans or ever act in that capacity?

EJ: No.

TS: Other than the Sugar Grower Institutes, did they ever
recommend particular machines in their newsletters or anything?

EJ: No, that was up to the companies themselves who were
advertising, and the farmers experimenting. They got together at
these meetings, and boy, there were a lot of discussions going
on, which machine was the best one.

TS: Sure, I understand.

EJ: One fellow would like one machine, another one would like
another one.

TS: Sugar beets, they're a tough crop to grow. They require a
lot of care. Is it harder to grow sugar beets than it is many of
the other crops that you've grown?

EJ: No.

33

Red
 R

ive
r V

all
ey

 S
ug

arb
ee

t In
du

str
y O

ral
 H

ist
ory

 P
roj

ec
t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



TS: You don't think so?

EJ: No. Absolutely not. That's a misnomer, as far as I'm
concerned. When we got into it and had the machinery and
equipment to go ahead, it was no harder than growing an acre of
wheat. In the fall, when you lifted them, you were through with
them. You take a potato grower, for example. He's working all
winter getting rid of those potatoes and taking care of them. We
didn't have to worry about that. When you hauled that last load
out of your beet field, you were done.

TS: All you had left was the field to plant again.

EJ: Here is the thing which happened. In the summertime when
the weeds got up to there [motioning about 9-12 inches high with
hand] and we had problems with labor to get them in and clean
them up, [the grower would say]: "This is the last year I'm
growing beets." Then in the fall, when they got the paycheck,
they were ready to sign the contract for the next year.

TS: So the tough part is taking care of the weeds and the
necessity for hand labor to take care of the weeds.

EJ: And after we got the new seed—we tried everything. We
cross-cultivated, we check rowed the beets, and we went through
all that through the years. We finally came up with like they're
doing now. They've got these electrical thinners. My nephew is
farming the land I had. In fact, him and two boys are farming
about five sections of land out there now. They've got 500 acres
of beets.

TS: Beets are a very profitable crop.

EJ: It has been. Only one year when I got my paycheck from the
beet company that it didn't cover expenses. That is the first
paycheck. You don't get the last paycheck until the next year,
so, actually, it's pro-rated throughout the year. Through that,
you make your profits on it. I didn't actually lose any money,
but I guess it didn't pay for the expenses the first check we
got. Only one year.

TS: Out of how many years is that now?

EJ: Well, it was from 1930 'til—well, it was over 30 years,
between 30 and 35 years.

TS: So one year out of approximately 35 years you did not make a
profit. That makes it a very profitable crop.

EJ: That year, we couldn't even harvest our wheat, excepting we
went down and picked up a combine down in Hopkins, a Minneapolis
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Moline combine, and hauled that home. We bought that combine. A
12-foot combine, you don't buy them for that price today. We
paid $1,000 for it.

TS: My!

EJ: My wife and I went down and picked it up. Put it on our
truck and I hauled it home. We threshed our wheat with that
combine, and we saved over $1,000 in grain. So, actually, the
machine was paid for the first year.

TS: You were saying about the profitability of sugar beets, one
year out of 35. Now, is there any other crop that you can count
on profitability 34 out of 35 years? Potatoes, wheat, nothing
like that?

EJ: No.

TS: So that makes it a very attractive crop to grow in terms of
profit.

EJ: Yes, it is. Right.

TS: How does it do, say, compared to other crops in a dry
season? Are sugar beets good to have in a dry season like we had
a couple of summers back?

EJ: Even last year, my nephew, they already had their beets when
they were done.

TS: What about in a wet season? Is it tougher?

EJ: It's tougher to handle, but you still get the crop.

TS: You still get a very good quality beet?

EJ: We have been hauling sugar beets out of snow drifts because
we had to wait 'til the frost came so we could get down there and
lift them. I've got pictures of that.

TS: So overall, you'd say that sugar beets are a very good crop
to have.

EJ: Yes. As far as I'm concerned, it's made the Red River
Valley.

TS: That is about the most profitable crop to have now?

EJ: Right.

TS: As far as the sugar-beet industry in the valley, who would
you credit more for its success? Would you credit the companies,
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the railroads, the growers? Are all three necessary?

EJ: Well, you have to work together.

TS: But it was the growers' organizations that did get the
expansion of acreage.

EJ: It was men like myself that dared to get out there and
promote it.

TS: When you began, there were very few beet growers in the
valley.

EJ: We had one factory.

TS: One factory and just a few beet growers up there by East
Grand Forks.

EJ: Well, there were a few down here at Moorhead, scattered all
over the country, but your neighbor didn't grow beets. It was
you that grew beets.

TS: Now it's much larger.

EJ: Oh, yes.

TS: So you would say that the growers associations — we won't
give them the lion's share of the credit, but they can take a lot
of credit for the success of the crop now.

EJ: Right.

TS: I think we've covered just about everything. Just a couple
of concluding questions. What would you say was your greatest
success as president of the Western Sugar Beet Growers
Association? What is the thing you were proudest of having done
as president?

EJ: To get the State Department off our back.

TS: This is the United States State Department.

EJ: Yes. That, I felt, was the biggest deal that I did in the
whole setup I was in. And then to keep the promotion up so that
we didn't give up until we got what we were looking for. Like
when I got off, we bought the company.

TS: And now it's a different picture because the growers'
organization is now the owner of the company, and that changes
things considerably.

EJ: Yes.
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TS: What would you say was the most difficult situation you ever
had with the company? Expanding the acreage?

EJ: Well, you were limited. You were told how many acres you
could have, and that was it. You couldn't get any more. And
even yet, the government stepped in on some of that, so the
government is going to regulate the acreage, too.

Another thing which we talk about in the Agriculture
Department and local, we had real problems with our local
committees to get these sugar-beet allotments out to the people
who were really entitled to them. I went down right to St. Paul
to the State Department on that, because we had problems. We had
fellows that wanted to get into the beets, and they were turned
down year after year. They were paying money into this to get
the program going. I came down to St. Paul, and they said,
"Well, it's the local guys - - they got that in their hands.
They take care of it."

So I come back to the chairman on our local deal, and he was
a rascal. Most of them were. [Laughter] Not too friendly. I
told him, I said that I was down to St. Paul at the headquarters,
"And they said that you are the ones that allot the beets." "No,
no," he says. "They do that down in St. Paul." He thought
better of it, because he knew I'd been down there. So I met him
a couple of days later at the post office. I had a box at the
post office, and he did, too. His office wasn't too far away
from where I had my office and my business. He told me, "Einar,
we get the names that we feel should have these beets, and they
send that list down to St. Paul, and they list them one, two,
three, and four. The fellows at the top of the list are the ones
that get it, who picks them."

TS: Can you think of anything else you'd like to add?

EJ: I mentioned that we had that magazine we had started with.
I was reading over that and the local paper there [in my
records]. I went down to Texas for sugar labor hearings...
[pauses]

TS: That looks like it's about it, then. I think we have a good
interview, and I'd like to thank you.

EJ: I'd like you to take a look at some of this stuff I've got
with me.

TS: I'd love to see that.

[End of interview]
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