
Mississippi Headwaters Oral History Project -- OH File #018 
Final Draft of Interview held May 5, 2000 

We are visiting Albert Swenson at 1805 30th St. Bemidji, Mn Apartment 102 on May 5, 
2000. His wife Ruth is also present. Sunny Archibald and Larry Houg are conducting 
this interview for the Mississippi Headwaters Board Oral History project. 

Larry: We are glad you could see us this morning, Albert. If you get tired, just let us 
know. You said you were born in 1910 right on your farm at Swenson Lake. 
How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

Albert: That's right. I had three brothers older than myself but they're all gone now. I 
have two sisters, one older and one younger and they've both been dead for some 
time. So I'm the only one left of the Swenson crew. 

Larry: Was Swenson Electric related to you? 

Albert: Yes, that was my brother Bob. He went to Dunwoody Institute way back in the 
'20s. 

Larry: Did he take electrical power at Dunwoody? 

Albert: It came after that. He was into power when he started working. I forget just what 
year that we got our power. Maybe mid-30s or something like that. 

Larry: Was that the REA line that came out? 

Albert: That was the REA line. 

Larry: Sure, boy that was a big improvement, wasn't it? 

Albert: Oh yes, it was wonderful! 

Larry: When did he go to Dunwoody? 

Albert: Oh, well the years skip by us pretty fast. It must have been two full years, I think, 
at Dunwoody. 

Larry: Was that in the '30s that he went there? 

Albert: Yes, maybe '20s I'd say would be more like it. 

Larry: See, that's what I did when I came back from the Marine Corps after WWII. I 
went to Dunwoody as a student in auto mechanics and then I worked in St. Louis 
and Minneapolis. Then I went back to Dunwoody teaching auto mechanics. 
That's a grand school! They certainly have helped Minnesota, well, the entire 
United States. Their people are all over the United States. 
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Albert: I've always heard good things about Dunwoody. That was before and after my 
brother got acquainted with it. He really thought it was a great school. 

Larry: To start with, there was Dunwoody Institute in Minneapo lis and Wahpeton State 
School of Science in Wahpeton and David Ranken Schools in St. Louis. They 
were three of the leaders. 

Albert: Oh, is that right? 

Larry: When did your father come to Swenson Lake? 

Albert: He came to this country and came to the Red River Valley. He had some relatives 
from Sweden. So he spent several years working around his relatives around 
Fosston and also Kalamazoo in North Dakota 

Larry: You started out when you were a boy working with horses and farming with 
horses? 

Albert: Yes, always horses. You grow with horses and you are bound to get some 
tumbles. I got my share of them, too. A wild bronco was like a machine when he 
started moving. 

Larry: Was he going to be a great regular workhorse or a riding horse? 

Albert: He was a little light for a workhorse because our other horses were at least a 
couple hundred of pounds heavier. So we had to adjust the evener so he didn't 
have to pull his share of the load. 

Larry: My dad had a light team like that that were broncos too that came from the west. 
He liked them so well on the corn planter because they were quick and fast. He 
get up to the end and they could turn right around quick. 

Ruth: The reason I mentioned it to Albert is that we were putting [information] on a 
form for a doctor [stating] ifhe ever lost consciousness and he did, when he fell 
off the horse. 

Albert: Yes, I lost consciousness. I had a buggy with a single horse and I came to a big 
long hill. We didn't have good whole back straps and I guess it hit him in the 
heels and hit me in the chest and knocked me off. I had to go fmd the horse down 
the road afterwards. 

Larry: Did you break any bones? 

Albert: No. It didn't break any bones. 
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Larry: How many acres did you farm? 

Albert: We actually farmed around a hundred and thirty acres. We owned around a 
hundred and sixty. There was always some wasteland that we didn't farm at all. 
Some was put in permanent pasture. 

Larry: How many horses did you have when you were a kid? 

Albert: Well the most number of horses we ever had on the farm at one time was four. 
Usually it ran from two to four. If you had two good horses, they could do for 
most of the seeding. If it come to a heavy cultivating period, well then we'd need 
extra horsepower, another horse, a bigger horse or something else. 

Larry: Then you had cattle and pigs? 

Albert: Yes, that was the standard product in those days. 

Larry: Did you have any sheep? 

Albert: No, we never owned sheep, a couple of neighbors did so it looked like we owned 
them. They were over to our place quite a bit. 

Larry: Did you have chickens and ducks? 

Albert: Chickens. For a few years, turkeys. We made our flrst money on turkeys because 
we were the flrst ones in the whole part of the state to raise turkeys in 
confmement and avoid the diseases that were killing them off, black flies. There 

was the blackhead, that was a disease. Croup, it goes back quite a while, you see, and 
worms of different kinds. The big problem was to keep them free of insects. 

Larry: Turkeys are easy to scare, aren't they? 

Albert: Yes, they are. They flock and can damage each other by flocking over each other 
and tramping each other down and so forth. They are not a real intelligent bird. 

Larry: Did you cut hay and put that up every year? 

Albert: Yes, we did every year. Oh, I suppose in the '40s-'50s we started in with silage 
as well as hay, which is a good thing to do when you have room and space for a 
silo. Before we made a silo, we put it in a heap on the ground and fed it that way 
was which was a wasteful way of feeding it. But there is no good way of feeding 
com stalks to cattle anyhow so we had to do the best we could, buy grains for the 
cattle and grind them up that way. 

(.., Larry: Before you cut silage and put it in the silo, did you shred com and feed them 
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shredded corn? 

Albert: Yes. Are you talking about the whole stalk, or the ears, or what? 

Larry: Yah, when they'd run the whole stalk and the ears through the shredder. 

Albert: We did some of that. We had was a ground-up matter. On those dry ears it might 
have had something succulent on it, high in moisture, which goes back into the 
'50s. 

Larry: In the '30s in those terrible dry years during the Depression, did you still get some 
crop? 

Albert: Yes, we never had a crop failure but we had better or worse crops. But never a 
failure. We were quite well pleased because the whole Nation was suffering. 
Even in the Corn Belt the corn was only maybe three, four, five feet tall. 

Larry: See, I was born and raised on a farm in Yellow Medicine County and it's terrible 
dry there and we had total crop failures some year. I remember one year there 
was no small grain to cut and the corn was so short, Dad tried to cut it with the 
grain binder. The corn was so short, he could not tie bundles with the grain 
binder. 

Albert: That's right! I've seen it that way too. It all comes out below the string to tie it 
into bundles. 

Larry: You didn't get so much dust storms here, did you? 

Albert: No, not serious but we did have some pretty bad storms. It was our own fault. 
We kept too much of our fields cultivated. In the spring, if you could get the corn 
into the ground before it was very windy, you were lucky. But then before the 
corn would get up to be strong enough the wind would come along and slowly 
pick up plants, pile her up here and there in a row, so we had a battle there. I seen 
that method of farming, it was about the first year that I farmed after my folks. I 
didn't like to see the soil blow away or blow in my face. 

Larry: When it's so windy like that, you see, lots of dust devils come across the fields. 

Albert: Oh, yes. 

Ruth: I had an uncle in Kansas during that time and he used to send us pictures of dust 
mountains, you might say. They quite farming there and went to California. 

Larry: Oh, they did. Did you ever do any logging? 
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Albert: Oh yes, there weren't many farmers that would have survived in the northern half 
of the state if it wasn't for logging industry. Prices weren't very high. No one 
made big money but they had a check of some kind coming in pretty regularly for 
posts or poles or logs or pulp or something. 

Larry: Could you rent land or buy timber or how did you do that? 

Albert: Well, the fIrst thing we had to do was to try to open up so that we could raise 
some crop. It takes quite a bit when you have just a team of small horses and 
some chains or ropes to pull out stumps. It is pretty tough going to improve their 
lives that way, but we did it! 

Larry: Did you blow stumps with dynamite? 

Albert: Yes, we did. My dad became pretty much an expert at that because a lot of 
people wouldn't touch dynamite. He did lots of dynamiting. 

Larry: Did you ever get a headache from handling the dynamite? 

Albert: I don't believe I ever did. We heard about the danger of poisoning and some kind 
that would give you a headache. I don't know what it was or if they still do it. 

Larry: Particularly if you are handling old dynamite that is soaked up and you touch that 
with your hand and it would soak right into your skin. After you had cut the 
timber and pulled the stumps, what was the fIrst crop? 

Albert: The fIrst crop was usually be com but I think I came to the conclusion that it was 
maybe better sense to put the fIrst crop into grain plus alfalfa, timothy, broman, 
that sort of thing to hold the soil from one year to the next. I got away from that 
wind damage on the farm by having just smaller strips and so the wind could 
never pick up very fast.. 

Larry: Yes, strip farming. Now did you have a lot of milk cows or did you raise beef 
cattle? 

Albert: Milk cows was all we had. Then we'd raise the young stock from the dairy herd 
which would mean about as many head of young stock as you do cows. 

Larry: What breed of cattle did you have? 

Albert: We started out with Guernseys but we found out that Guernseys give a lot less 
milk and richer milk than Holsteins so we fInally switched over to Holstein cattle. 
It paid off and we had more milk. And now they don't want rich milk anyhow, 
they just want the quantity. 
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Larry: Did you keep your own bull? 

Albert: Yes, we did but we also had a few years of artificial breeding too by the breeding 
associations. 

Larry: Did you ever have a mad bull that would cause trouble? 

Albert: Yes. It's just about a year since I got a kink in the middle of my back. I had a 
bull pen about twelve feet square in the bam that had to be cleaned. I'd get in 
there with a fork and pitch out and then haul it away. I had a dream that the bull 
took after me. I saw that he had horns a foot long or longer. I just shimmied up 
the wall, we had two by fours on end all the way up to the ceiling. I climbed 
those up there, it was so hard and it threw a kink in my back. Soon as I got done 
that day, I had to go to the chiropractors and get straightened out. 

Larry: When you get scared, you can move pretty fast. 

Albert: Yes, that's it. We move faster than we know how to move. 

Ruth: Do you remember the night we came home and the cattle were all out, including 
the bull? Can I tell it. We got home at midnight one night and the telephone was 
ringing and it was his niece by the electric company and she said, "Your cattle are 
all out and the bull". I couldn't believe that the bull got out because he was in a 
little pen so I went out to look and sure enough, he was out. So we drove the car 
up there and Albert sat on the trunk of the car and I didn't know it or I would 
have been petrified and the bull was raising the car up. So that was kind of scary. 

Albert: The bull came just on a slow trot but trotted every step of the way home, about 
half a mile or more. He hooked that stub hom underneath the bumper of the car 
and raised it up so the wheels would kinda of spin. 

Larry: Oh, my goodness. He was following that car. He was going to get that car. 

Albert: Yes. 

Larry: Cattle get awful silly when they get loose like that and get running. 

Albert: Yes. That's right! Well, you can't trust a bull anyhow. They're not to be trusted. 
We're okay so far, nobody getting killed or badly hurt. 

Larry: So many farmers have been killed by a bulL The Holstein bull had more of a 
tendency that way. 

Albert: They were more flashy. Guernseys are more docile. It takes more to get them 
motivated. 
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Larry: Yes. When did you get your fIrst tractor? 

Albert: Let's see. Well my fIrst tractor was a homemade one out of an old Chevrolet 
truck. We shortened it up so we had the rear-end and the front end on the same 
frame. We did a tremendous lot of work with it. It's not nice row crop like 
with a regular tractor but we did a lot of work with it. 

Larry: What kind oftractor did you get? 

Albert: That was a cross-breed that we made fIrst and then we started in with John 
Deeres. So I've had John Deeres for quite a few years, As, Bs, 50s. 

Larry: You still have a John Deere B, don't you? 

Albert: Yes, I do. 

Larry: What year was that? 

Albert: Right around 1950. 

Larry: Did you get information from the University about farming? 

Albert: Yes, I picked up bulletins wherever or whenever we could. In the past fifty years, 
I haven't been able to read anything or at least twenty-five years because my eyes 
went haywire on me so early. So I have to be satisfied with old information or 
talking to neighbors and that sort of thing. 

Ruth: He gets a lot of news on that Minnesota Pubic Radio for the blind. 

Larry: Yes, I bet! That's a good thing, isn't it? 

Ruth: I'll go to show him something I heard of television and I'll run into whatever 
room he is in and he'll say, "Oh, I heard that on the radio yesterday". 

Side two 

Larry: What were some of the big changes in doing the farming? 

Albert: Let's see now. It changed from horses to tractors and that would be the biggest 
one because then you could come up with other changes along with it with the 
power and so forth. 

Larry: When you had the horses and the cattle, you took the manure spreader and spread 
the manure out on the fields? 
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Albert: Yes on the fields, the manure, it was so important. 

Larry: And that really helped the fields, didn't it? 

Albert: We spread it where it would do the most good or think we did anyhow. 

Larry: When you had less manure, then what did you start doing? 

Albert: Well, you do what plowing under that you can, you had less acres and less cattle, 
less stuff to work with, but whatever you have that you don't need, you can 
always put it out on the fields and plow it when it's suitable for plowing. 

Larry: Did you use much commercial fertilizer? 

Albert: Not much. No. Perhaps a very little the first fifty years or so, very little 
commercial fertilizer. But there was some, we did a little experimenting right 
along and got help with some experiment with lime or three or four different 
kinds of fertilizer and different kinds of crops and so forth. 

Ruth: We'd test the soil, too. We had the soil tested. 

(.. Larry: Yes. Where did you take the soil for testing? 

Albert: We'd send down soil to the University of Minnesota. 

Ruth: Because our crops were about half the same height if you didn't use manure. 

Larry: Really. Now that was natural and that was hard to beat. 

Ruth: Right. 

Larry: You were about a half a mile from the Mississippi River? 

Albert: Just about. 

Larry: How bad would the floods get there? 

Albert: No floods in that part of the River. But then higher up to the north and west, that 
big old slough and water would hold back a whole ocean of water. 

Larry: Yes. That must have been about forty, forty-five miles from the source of the 
Mississippi at Lake Itasca. 

c.. Albert: Yah, 1'd think it'd be somewheres around that. 
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Larry: Right across the road from your place down by the bank of the River, there was a 
spring. 

Albert: Yes, and that's been dried up for some time. People let it cave in and plugged the 
pipe that was there. It was a particular nice place to stop and have an ice cold 
drink anytime you wanted one. 

Larry: You bet and there's watercress in the water. 

Albert: What is that again? 

Larry: That's that little green plant that grows on top of the water. 

Albert: Oh, I see. I don't remember seeing that. It may be there but I payed no attention 
to it. I haven't had very good eyes the last twenty-five to thirty years. I've only 
had one eye to see with and I lost that some time ago. 

Larry: Yah, that's sure tough but you have to do the best you can. 

Albert: Yah, that's right! 

Larry: Was that spring there when you was a kid too. 

Albert: There was a little dug-out there that perhaps the early settlers or loggers had dug 
out enough to get a nice, fresh cold drink of water. Sometimes there'd be a pipe 
stuck into the main ... and it would come out through the pipe. So then you could 
be pretty sure of nice clean water. 

Larry: Now did they float logs down through that part of the River. 

Albert: Yes, a tremendous amount of logs. My dad had three logging contracts and 
people had to ride the logs with pike poles and keep them from jamming into the 
ground here and there, you know. They wound up down at WolfLake and then 
they'd have to be boomed, I think, and taken across to Lake Andrusia and then 
they could turn them loose and they'd go to their natural landings where they 
were pulled in and sawed up by big logging companies there. Neil's Lumber 
Company did a lot oflogging and took care of the logs. 

Larry: Now when they were moving the loose logs down the River, did some of the 
lumberjacks stand right on top ofthe logs? 

Albert: Well, yah, they rode them on the way. They have to. Some would butt into 
another big log and [you had] to push [them] aside. The only way you can get 
around the darned things. I didn't do any of this because I was too young at that 
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time. I was in school. I saw some of it because it was close enough to the school 
so I could see everything. 

Larry: They had spikes in their boots? 

Albert: Yes. 

Larry: They could even spin the logs, couldn't they? 

Albert: Yes, they could. Spin it enough to knock the other guy off the log. 

Larry: Did any of the lumberjacks have to wade in the water to work on the logs? 

Albert: I don't remember details. Some of those old-timers could tell you all about it but 
I wasn't there enough to tell you much about it. They come in "wet as a rat" 
much of the time from falling off the logs and poling. 

Larry: Yet, they were pretty healthy. They didn't get sick too much, did they? 

Albert; No, that's true, they were pretty healthy people. They were outside working and 
ate "like a horse", you know. I think I have eaten enough for two people but I'm 
still only the size of one. 

Larry: Good food was a big part of it. 

Albert: Yes, that was so important. 

Larry: Did you raise a big garden? 

Albert: We always had a garden. My dad was the gardener for many years. But we had 
to start helping him more and more because you could see that it was too much 
for him in the hot weather and the weeds "grew to beat the band". He needed 
some help. We'd all pitch in and help. 

Larry: Then you canned a lot of goods for the winter? 

Albert: Yes, we did and put a lot in the basement for dry storage. Rutabagas, carrots, 
potatoes, parsnips. 

Larry: Parsnips are awful good! 

Albert: Yes, they sure are. 

Larry: Did you have a root cellar? 
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Albert: For many years. It was made up of just a small hill on sloping ground. My dad 
dug it before I was big enough to help even. It was perhaps about eight feet 
square and ten feet long. You could store potatoes maybe five, six feet deep in it. 
It would be emptied out every spring. That way quite a few people could live in 
the wintertime without going hungry. 

Larry: Did it freeze inside the root cellar? 

Albert: No, if you did a poor job of fitting the door or something like that or leave your 
vents open too big, you could have some frost. But most of the time, it would 
come through in good shape. I think if! would do it anymore, 1'd cover the top 
with a light material like burlap bags to form a layer between hot and cold. 

Larry: Then in the spring, you'd cut up seed potatoes? 

Albert: During the spring, you'd sit there for hours and cut them up and drop them in the 
ground, piece by piece. 

Larry: When you dropped them in the ground did you pay any attention to which way 
the eye was facing? 

Albert: No. There was a lot of talk about those things but I never payed any attention to it 
and I never found out whether it was worthwhile or not. 

Larry: I never did either. I think the potato wanted to grow. 

Albert: And when it comes out, it turns up. I think you'd get your potatoes up maybe a 
day sooner if you planted them with the eyes up. 

Larry: Could have been. 

Albert: But that takes time, too, to hand-place every little piece. 

Larry: Did you raise bees? 

Albert: No, we didn't raise bees. 

Ruth: Didn't you put bee houses on the land along the lakeshore? 

Larry: Did they bring the bee hives over to your land? 

Albert: Oh, we did a little of that trying, not much. We were not very successful with 
bees. It seemed like you had these bushes of bees where you want people to work 
and take care of cattle and not and they were kind of a nuisance unless you liked 
bees and you are not afraid of them. 
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Larry: Dan has got two bee hives and he takes Katie and Eric out there and puts a veil on 
them and they get used to handling the bees. 

Albert: Is that right? So he's becoming an expert then I think. 

Larry: Yes, he is. I had bees when he was little and he helped me. One fall we were 
extracting the honey and the neighbor had hives about three-quarters of a mile 
away. They found out we had that honey out there and they came over there to 
steal the honey. They got so thick we had to stop. We had to cover everything up 
and leave. 

Albert: Strangers upset them. Anybody would upset them. 

Larry: I think anybody. 

Albert: It's a nice thing to have but they are quite a nuisance when they start streaming 
though. 

Larry: Did you ever fmd a wild swarm of bees in a tree or someplace? 

Albert: Well, yes but we never did try to do anything about it. Never tried to catch them 
or anything because I usually kept my distance from those. 

Larry: One warm day in February my best buddy and I found a beehive in a big willow 
tree. This was on a Sunday so we decided to chop the tree down and get some 
honey. We worked, oh, three-quarters of a day chopping that big willow tree 
down and we were so tired and we finally got the honey and went home and put it 
on homemade bread and ate so much we got sick. 

Albert: I would too. I like honey. Oh gosh, yes, fresh honey is so good! 

Ruth: I heard once that honey is the excrement of the bees. Is that right? 

Albert: Well, it's a product. 

Larry: Yah, they run it through their stomach, I think. 

Albert: Well, I guess it's good for us though. Most reports say it's good for us to use 
honey. 

Larry: Did you fmd much natural herbs or natural foods that you used, berries, 
gooseberries, or anything? 

Albert: No. 
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Ruth: Cranberries. 

Albert: Well, we'd fmd cranberries. Wild berries a long time ago, were all over. 
Raspberries are so good in the wild, you know. But they're smaller but back 
sixty, seventy-five years they were bigger and the same with blueberries. We'd 
have bumper blueberry crops and we'd come home with a whole pail full of 
berries. 

Larry: Oh, they are marvelous! Did you find some blackberries? 

Albert: Yup. 

Larry: They are really good. 

Albert: They sure are. 

Larry: Did you ever have lingonberries? 

Albert: Yes, I don't remember just where we got them but we had them. 

Ruth: Is that what we calljuneberries. 

Larry: No, they are related to the cranberry and the Scandinavians liked them at 
Christmastime for jam, jelly and syrup. 

Ruth: I think they call juneberries something else up in Canada because I went up in 
Canada on a trip many years ago and there were some kids in the park and we 
were calling juneberries and they called them something else. 

Larry: Did you make chokecherry jam? 

Albert: Oh yes and syrup. It's very good for pancakes and toast 

Larry: Were there always fish in your lake? 

Albert: Yes, but it's changed. The species over the years. 

Larry: When you were a kid, what kinds were in there? 

Albert: Northerns but not too many of them. Black bass and small mouth bass were 
planted in there many years later and they took over and did very, very well. 
Soon there got to be more small mouth than large mouth bass. 

Larry: How deep is Swenson Lake? 
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Albert: The DNR measured it to be around eighty feet. 

Larry: Now is that a spring-fed lake? 

Albert: Yes, totally spring-fed. 

Larry: It's clear water, you can see a long ways. 

Albert: You don't have to stay at home, just take a cup and drink right out of the lake. 
It's really nice! It's a few degrees colder than the rest of the lakes around. So 
that's one reason it's cleaner. It isn't used so much by swimmers and so forth 
because it's a little too uncomfortably cold for most people. Some think it's just 
right but others, it's too cold. So you'll see some swimming as you go over 
there. 

Larry: How many acres are in the lake? 

Albert: Four hundred. 

Larry: Did they ever have any logs on that lake? 

" Albert: There was some logging that went across the lake in the southeast corner to go 
down to WolfLake and the other lakes down to the south and east there. 

Larry: There used to be an Indian Chief named Chief Bustocogen. Did you ever hear 
anything about him? Chief Busty. 

Albert: I don't think I ever heard of him. There are a lot ofIndians that I didn't get very 
well acquainted with. Some I was very well-acquainted with but most of them we 
aren't that well acquainted with .. 

Larry: Now that old military road that ran by Lake Andrusia ... 

Albert: Yah, in the south end. 

Larry: Did they call that same trail the Red LakelLeech Lake Indian Trail? 

Albert: Yah, I think maybe they used the same name on it. 

Larry: The people would travel along that to go up to Red Lake, huh? 

Albert: Yah! They traveled by water, the Indians, you know, would have their canoes or 
in the wintertime they'd walk or something else. 
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Larry: Why did it get the name, the military road? 

Albert: Gee, I don't know. I have no idea why they called it the military road unless it 
was started for some benefit to the military during that war. That's all I can figure out. 

Larry: How many children did you have? 

Albert: I've been married twice. My first wife and I had three and then Ruth and I have 
three again. Two boys and one girl. 

Larry: Are some of them doing the farming now? 

Albert: Right now the farm is just sort of at a loss, up in the air. Nobody wants it and 
nobody can afford to farm it because the costs are high. So they just sit on it as 
property that may be valuable some day. 

Larry: That's a pity! 

Albert: Yah. 

Ruth: The kids want the farm. 

e., Larry: It's nice that they are keeping it in the family. 

Albert: Yah, the kids want to keep it up as long as they can anyhow. 

Ruth: They rent the hay out in the summer. 

Albert: That's right! Hay is quite cheap now so they can't make a living at it but it will 
help to pay for it anyhow. 

Ruth: Did he tell you that after he quit the dairy that he just kept the steer and sold her 
this week to the locker plant. He'd shoot them at home and take them up to the 
locker plant and then he'd sell them from there. Then after-years, he put the hay 
up. Oh, less than ten years ago he was haying after that. We sold the last steers in 
1977 and he put hay up for years after that until the Rodys starting putting it up 
because he [Albert] couldn't see well enough to do it. 

Larry: Oh, that was good! So you fattened the steers before you butchered them. 

Albert: Yah. 

Larry: What breeds did you fatten? 

Albert: We started out with an all Guernsey herd. 
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Ruth: It was the Bostons that you fattened. 

Albert: We took in some Holsteins and we were advised by quite a few people that we 
just couldn't stand the dairy business during this period of helping dairy. Not 
controlling the product. It was about time for me to quit, anyhow. A man 
shouldn't trying to farm it when he's ninety years old. 

Larry: Pretty risky! 

Albert: It is. Things can go wrong pretty fast. I was in good shape six, seven months ago 
before this thing hit me so hard. 

Larry: Yup, it's tough to adjust! You have got an awful nice place there, though. 

Albert: Oh, yes! 

Ruth: Wish he could see it to enjoy it more now. He gets some comfort out of it now, 
especially when we open the window. He can hear the sounds of the cars as well 
as birds singing. 

Larry: I see your picture of a German Shepherd dog. Did you like German Shepherds? 

Albert: Peggy was a wonderful dog. 

Ruth: This picture is the day we put her to sleep. It's really sad to look at. 

Larry: Oh ... 

Ruth: Our son put her to sleep. 

Larry: How old was the dog? 

Ruth: Eight and a half She was just spry as all get out except she was blind. 

Larry: She was too. 

Ruth: We'd sometimes spell the word walk because if we'd say walk, she'd jump up 
in the house. 

Sonny: When did she get blind? Did she have cataracts? 

Ruth: Well, he didn't call it... I think the doctor did something call it something else. 
We had surgery on her and he said that it wouldn't last more than two years and it 
didn't. Then her eyes all clouded up again. She had beautiful amber eyes to 
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begin with. I should have noticed it sooner that they were changing, but I didn't. 

Larry: Did you get her as a puppy? 

Ruth: Six weeks. 

Larry: Did you have German Shepherds too? 

Ruth: First time. Well, we had one temporarily. Our son brought one home from a 
friend of his in college and he was an ugly one. Albert had to bring a pitchfork to 
get into the house one time. It's often the way with a grown dog, that some new 
people take ... 

Larry: What was your dog's name? 

Ruth: Peggy. 

Larry: She was a good guard dog? 

Ruth: She never was put to a test as to whether she'd be taking somebody that was 
trying to harm us. People thought she would be. She barked alot and not at 
nothing. She barked for reasons. We kept her in the house the last three years. I 
felt safer in the house with her in here with us and besides I didn't want her out. 
She had to have companionship as well as us. That's why we put her to sleep 
because nobody else would have put up with her, her hair. 

Larry: It's the kindest thing to do. 

Ruth: Yes, because when I hear the fIrst thunder, I'm going to be so thankful she's at 
peace because she was so afraid of any sounds- airplanes, the vacuum cleaner. .. 

Thank you so much Albert. It was nice talking to you. 

End of tape 
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