
, 
Mississippi Headwaters Oral History Project -- OH File # 016 

Final Draft of Interview with Annie Tidrick held May 13, 2000 

This is May 13, 2000 and I'm in Annie Tidrick's house south of Pillager, Minnesota and she's 
going to talk to me about the Mississippi River's headwaters. This interview is being conducted 
for the Mississippi Headwaters Board Oral History Project. 

[Camp Ripley is the land in the Camp Ripley Military Reservation surrounding Annie's place. 
Fort Ripley, the old 1800s fort, is on the west side of the river and about a mile South and west 
of the bridge (pink bridge) at the Nokasippi River entrance into the Mississippi River.] 

Pat: Do you want to say a few words? 

Ann: Well, it's nice to have you come today and to give me a chance to talk about my younger 
days. 

Pat: Would you please give me your maiden name and tell me a little bit about your family 
history. 

Ann: My maiden name was Henderson. 

Pat: Give us your parents' names. 

Ann: My mother's name was Edith White and her father's name was Levi White. They lived 
along the Mississippi River when I was a little girl. When I was six years old, we moved 
up here to Rail Prairie and I'm only about six miles west of the River now. I remember 
as a little girl walking across the bridge at Fort Ripley, which has been taken out by the 
ice jams in the spring. It's not there any more. But I remember walking on that bridge 
over to the neighbor's and then when we moved up here when I was six, I live close to 
the River yet. 

Pat: What year were you born? 

Ann: I was born in 1919 in the Little Falls Hospital, Little Falls, Minnesota. 

Pat: Did your grandparents live here? 

Ann: Levi White lived by the River down by Fort Ripley where the Nokasippi River comes in 
to the Mississippi River. I lived there for a little while. I can't remember where he was 
born. 

Pat: What was his wife's name? 

Ann: His wife's name was Martha Elizabeth Randall. My mother had three brothers, she was 
the only girl. I have one sister and two half-brothers living. 

Pat: What year did your folks move? 
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Ann: It was 1924 when we came up here on this place at Rail Prairie. 

Pat: And that is this spot... 

Ann: Where I am now. So I've been here about seventy years. 

Pat: You were roughly halfway between the Crow Wing River and the Little Elk River ... 

Ann: At Randall and the Long Prairie River in Motley and the Mississippi River to my east, so 
I'm kind of surrounded by rivers. The Little Elk River runs through the town of Randall 
and then down by Camp Ripley it runs into the Mississippi River. 

Pat: And the Long Prairie [River] runs into the ... 

Ann: I don't know. 

Pat: Runs into the Crow Wing close to Motley? 

Ann: Yes, at Motley. I was trying to think where it runs into the Mississippi. 

Pat: The Crow Wing [River] runs into the Mississippi River at Crow Wing Park. 

Ann: Well, yah, it goes through Pillager, Gull River. I'm not too far from Gull River, either as 
far as that goes. 

Pat: No, that's true! Your mother and all your brothers and sister moved here in 1924? 

Ann: My mother had been married before and she had my sister and I and then when she was 
married the second time, the two boys were born. We have lived here ever since 1924. 
I'm the only one living here now. 

Pat: Okay. You and your mother lived practically in this spot pretty near all your lives? 

Ann: Urn hum. I was just six years old, just one month when we came up here. 

Pat: You mentioned about the bridge inside the Camp that kept getting washed out in the 
spring. What did they call that bridge? 

Ann: The Fort Ripley Bridge. That was north of Fort Ripley about a mile. 

Pat: North of the River? 

Ann: They came in where the eddies formed there where the Nokasippi River comes in. 

c.. Pat: The Nokasippi River comes from the east side. What you are talking about is the bridge 
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over a river or creek that came in from the west? 

Ann: It was a river just a mile north of Fort Ripley that from #371 went over on the west side 
of the river. That's how we came up into this section [the pink bridge]. 

Pat: Can you remember if it was a wood bridge? 

Ann: It was a wooden bridge. We called it the Pink Bridge because it was painted pink. 

Pat: Was it washed out almost every year? 

Ann: No, it had been there for many years. Then I think it was about in 1940 that we had such 
high water and then the ice took it out. From then we had to go around by Camp Ripley 
and come up here. There was no way to cross. They had a ferry after awhile, for quite a 
while across the Mississippi River there. Then eventually that fellow, he was quite 
elderly, gave it up. Our mail used to come from Fort Ripley, down to Camp Ripley, and 
back up this way. It was kind ofa hardship for people when that bridge went out. 

Pat: I'll bet! Now how big is your piece of property here? 

Ann: It's a hundred and sixty acres here. 

(.. Pat: Did your stepfather ... ? 

Ann: My mother had eighty acres and my stepfather had eighty acres. When they married, it 
was all made into their home. 

Pat: They farmed it? 

Ann: They farmed. They started out with horses and old-fashioned machinery and everything 
and then my stepfather died in a few years. My mother finally got a tractor. My young 
brothers did the farming, tried to. They were still trying to go to school yet. That's the 
way it was! Otherwise it was horses most of the time. We had cattle, chickens, geese, 
pigs and whatever a farm would have, we had it! 

Pat: Did you sell much of your produce to the stores around here? 

Ann: Like com and potatoes. They raised a lot of potatoes. The potatoes they'd haul to 
Lincoln to the potato house and they had a potato house in Fort Ripley, too. 

Pat: Then if you went to Fort Ripley did you have to go across that [pink] bridge? 

Ann: Urn hum, we crossed that bridge whenever we went to Fort Ripley until it was washed 
out. 
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Pat: So when it washed out, if you wanted to get your potatoes to market, you had to go a long 
way. 

Ann: Well, it got to be after while where the potatoes wasn't such a big crop. They got other 
kind of crops going more like grain and stuff like that. They used to raise a lot of 
potatoes in here and over at Lincoln they had a potato house. 

Pat: Then the rest of the crops you always had for your own table use. 

Ann: Our own use. My folks would go out in the woods and pick blackberries and blueberries 
and my mother would can. One year she canned a hundred quarts of blackberries from 
over across the road here. 

Pat: My goodness! Big help to feed a family. That's for sure. 

Ann: I can remember going along as a little kid and sitting beside the wagon and the horses and 
watching my little brothers. My sister and I. It was quite a life, I'll tell you! 

Pat: I'll bet. 

Ann: So then in a few years I fell in love and decided I wanted to get married. So my 
boyfriend and I was married. We was together seven and a half years, when he was 
drafted into the Army in WWII and he was killed in action in Germany. 

Pat: What is his name? 

Ann: Roy Tidrick. So I've been a widow for a good many years. 

Pat: Do you remember going to visit your grandparents at any time? 

Ann: Well, sure. When we'd go to Fort Ripley to get groceries, why we'd take the wagon and 
the horses and cross the river and go into Fort Ripley and get our groceries and go back 
home again. It took all day though. 

Pat: I'll bet it did! 

Ann: It was quite a long drive for one day. 

Pat: Do you have any funny stories or any stories you can tell about being with grandma and 
grandpa at their house? 

Ann: I can remember being at my Grandpa's house and I don't remember what I had done but 
my mother was going to get after me for it. I decided I could run to the River and jump 
in and she couldn't get me. I was going pretty fast but she could go faster, so I didn't 
make it. But I'd a jumped in where the eddies are at Fort Ripley. That's where I was 
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headed. They would have never gotten me out! 

Pat: No, I guess not. Good think you weren't very close to that bridge either. 

Ann: Well, I'd of been better off going towards the bridge because I wouldn't have been where 
the eddies was. 

Pat: That's true. Can you remember any years when the River level was greater or lower than 
in other years? 

Ann: Well, that year when it took Hwy. 371 out, the River was real high that year. It took that 
out and there's a big gorge now there where it washed out. But it came down over the 
hills and run into the River. We had so much water that spring. 

Pat: Can you remember approximately what year that was? 

Ann: I think it must have been about 1940 or '41. One of the two. I think it was '40. 

Pat: Very good! So you've been here living with your mother after your husband was killed? 

Ann: After he was taken into the Army, I come home to stay with my mother until he came 
home. And of course, he never came home. I've been here ever since. 

Pat: He was captured, you say? 

Ann: No, he was killed by a land mine. 

Pat: Oh, I see. 

Ann: The story that they wrote and told me was that him and his buddy were made sergeants 
and they were going to get new men to reinforce and coming back with these men when a 
mine exploded. They told me that my husband and six others were hit. So I never lived 
anywhere else other than I'd go and help people and take care of sick people. 

Pat: After your father died, how long did the boys stay on the farm to farm it? 

Ann: Well, my youngest brother went into the army when he was eighteen so he hasn't been 
home since then, much. My other brother was home quite a few years with me and my 
mother and he finally got married and had three kids. Then he was killed in Motley in a 
car/train accident. So that was twenty years ago, so it would be 1980. 

Pat: Oh, that's Pat's husband? 

Ann: Yah, so now there's just the three of us left. 
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Pat: Yah! What year, approximately, did you stop farming? 

Ann: Well, after my brother was killed in this accident, then his wife got renting the land to 
one of the neighbors. The neighbor, Dale Anderson, farms the place now. 

Pat: So the land is still being farmed? 

Ann: Oh yah and he's been doing it for quite a few years now. Dale lived right down here just 
a mile from us when he was a baby and grew up. 

Pat: Where did you and your brothers go to school? 

Ann: There was a schoolhouse just about a quarter ofa mile west of us here. We went there 
and that's where we got ... 

Pat: That was a little wood school? 

Ann: Urn hum and that's where we learned our three R's. 

Pat: So you could practically, could walk to and from school? 

Ann: Oh, we didn't even get to have lunch at school. We had to run home and get our lunches. 

Pat: Not like all the rest? 

Ann: It kept us out of trouble. We had a footpath across there and I can see that yet. 

Pat: Honestly! What year did they put in that bridge across the Crow Wing at Pillager? 

Ann: The one that's there now? 

Pat: No, the one before it. 

Ann: Well, farther down, you mean? 

Pat: The one they replaced with the new one. 

Ann: Oh, that was these later years. It got older, you know, and they tore it down and built a 
new one across there. 

Pat: Okay, was there more than one bridge in that general area or not? 

Ann: Up farther, at Gull River, there's a bridge. We went through the country and we could 
cross the river there to go to Brainerd. It was a little bit shorter. 
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Pat: Oh, you stayed on this side of the River to go to Brainerd, then? 

Ann: Until we got down to Gull River and then we could cross that. Then we'd go on through 
the country to Brainerd. 

Pat: That river bridge, do you remember if it was wood, too? 

Ann: As I remember, there is a Gull River bridge, but not the one on #10, but there is another 
one down there but it's in Camp now. 

Pat: You mean, #210. 

Ann: What did I say? 

Pat: #10. 

Ann: Yah, #210, you're right. But of course, that one we used to cut across on was in Camp 
and it's gone now. 

Pat: That was right in Camp. 

Ann: Urn hum, what got to be Camp. 

Pat: So that was in there a long time ago. 

Ann: Oh yah, sure and that new one that they put across at Pillager, it was there from the time I 
could remember and a long time before that. It was an old, old bridge. Kind of a one
lane bridge, in a way. "When cars came they eventually built a wider bridge. 

Pat: And that one was wood until they tore it out and put this new one in. You don't 
remember when they put the two-lane bridge in? 

Ann: No, not really. 

Pat: It was just, what, five years ago they put this cement one in? 

Ann: No, it's longer ago than that. I could tell you a little story about that other bridge, that 
wooden one that was there that was getting so old. 

Pat: That was a one-lane bridge you are talking about? 

Ann: Pretty much a one-lane bridge. The fellow that was threshing grain around, he went to 
cross that bridge and broke through. So he went down in the river. 

<. Pat: Grain and all? 
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Ann: No, it was his threshing rig. 

Pat: Did they get it out? 

Ann: Oh yah! I was just a little kid when it happened. 

Pat: Then that other one was in Camp across the Crow Wing. 

Ann: Where we went across the Gull River bridge, it was in Camp, what's Camp now. We 
used to go in the old Model T's and before that it had been horses and wagons. We'd go 
to Pillager, which was seven miles, but it took all day to go to town and back with the 
horses. 

Pat: Did you sell any of your produce there or was it mostly just at Fort Ripley? 

Ann: Just cream. You had separators in those days and you hauled your cream to the creamery 
in Pillager and then you'd buy your groceries with the cream money. 

Pat: You said you were born in 1919? 

Ann: I was born in 1919 in the Little Falls Hospital. 

Pat: That was right during WWI, then? 

Ann: Just after. WWI ended, I think, in 1918 and I was born 1919. 

Pat: How long did your grandparents live on the land that you were telling about by the 
Nokasippi eddies? 

Ann: They must have lived there a long time because I never heard my mother telling me about 
any other place except down here by the [Charles] Lightner place when she was a little 
girl, they lived down here which is about six, seven miles from here. We'd cut through 
the woods. She had typhoid fever. She almost died. All of her hair fell out. That's why 
I can remember that they lived up this way farther and then they moved down by the 
river, I suppose. 

Pat: Your mother was born in what year? 

Ann: 1893. 

Pat: So that would have beenjust at the tum of the century that she had typhoid. That was 
right here in Minnesota. 

Ann: Yah, right down here about six miles or so. At one time my grandfather was a carpenter 
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and they lived over here below the big hill, Rosing Hill, and he was a camp cook. 

Pat: What camp was this? 

Ann: A logging camp. I don't know the name of it. My mother went over towards Pillager to 
school and she walked five miles to school and five miles home. She'd tell about how 
she could hear the wolves howling. It was pretty woodsy up here then. 

Pat: That logging camp that was there was pretty close to the river. 

Ann: From the Crow Wing River. 

Pat: Do you suppose they put the logs right into the river? 

Ann: I suppose. The same way with the Long Prairie River. They would ford the logs. One of 
my uncles was a riverboat man, should I say, and he helped with fording the logs down 
the river. I have seen a picture of him standing on the logs with his pole. They'd have to 
break up the logjams. 

Pat: My goodness! 

Ann: So I go back a little ways in memory but... 

Pat: Any particular hard or easy winters? 

Ann: Oh, they always had .... we have easy winters now. It used to be you'd have snow 'til 
they could hardly ... well my stepfather would ride one horse to town and tie a gunnysack 
or a grain sack on the halter of the horse [hames] and we'd get our groceries that way. I 
can remember when the first snowplow went down through here. Oh, that was a big day, 
I'll tell ya! That was many years ago though. I was still a kid. 

Pat: You don't remember when they put this road in out here? 

Ann: Well, this road was here but it was just a dirt road. It'd get muddy and people would get 
stuck. My stepfather was always having to haul somebody out of the mud. Then after 
while, they built it up to be a gravel road and then in it's later years, they've tarred it. It 
was a gravel road for a long time. 

Pat: Do you remember approximately when this land across the river was turned over to 
Ripley? 

Ann: Camp Ripley. I lived east of Camp Ripley, my husband and I, and that was in 1940. It 
started before that. The soldiers would come and maneuver out in the neighbor's pasture. 
Whenever there was a home or anything, they called that [could not remember word]. 
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Pat: It wasn't supposed to be a dwelling place but some other ... 

Ann: They didn't bother your places but like your pasture, they'd go in there and maneuver in 
there. They didn't have guns and things like they got now. They'd just have their guns 
and do their drilling and stuff. 

Pat: Not necessary with bullets. 

Ann: No. I suppose they had a field where they had their ... 

Pat: Target practicing. 

Ann: Urn hum. Then in later years, after my mother died so that was after 1959, that they 
enlarged the Camp and it's just across the road from me now. 

Pat: That was in '59 that they enlarged ... 

Ann: She died in 1959 and it was in 1963 that they enlarged the camp so it's just across the 
road from me now. 

Pat: Oh sure! So they got quite a bit more acreage now. 

(.., Ann: Oh yes! They got a lot more. They come from Fort Ripley way north up here. It goes 
almost into Pillager. Just a mile out of Pillager, on the east side of the road, is Camp. A 
lot of people have moved out. 

Pat: People lived there then. As they moved out, then they'd acquire the land. 

Ann: The Camp would take it. It was condemned. We were condemned at one time and then 
they run out of money. So they released us. All they do is go and take your name off the 
tax list and when they get ready to release you, they go and put it back on and then you're 
released. That's the way they do that. [They never told you when they took you off the 
tax list or put you back on. If they took your place, they came to tell you that you had to 
move. When you were released and put back on tax rolls, the letter came from the 
County Auditor.] 

Pat: My, that's interesting. 

Ann: So we weren't taken. But anything south of us and east of us was taken. So that was 
about '63. They kept enlarging the Camp as it started from Camp Ripley. It wasn't too 
big at first. So I've seen that grow, too. 

Pat: I guess you have. You wouldn't know when they put the railroad tracks into it? 

(., Ann: Into Camp Ripley? Well, that was real early they did that so they could ship their stuffin 
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from Little Falls. That was down there I think when we lived down by Camp so that's 
been there a long, long time, that railroad track. [1940s early] 

Pat: Any other stories or incidences that you can think of regarding your grandparents or 
yourself? You growing up or you and your mother while you lived here? 

Ann: Well, I lost my grandfather when I was six year old so I didn't have him very long but my 
grandmother lived quite a little while longer. My mother and us kids have lived here 
since 1924. So it's been a long time. 

Pat: It has been. Now you had a friend that lives just south of the Crow Wing River on that 
bridge road. Was that Mr. Snow? 

Ann: Oh, yes. That was our mother's cousin. 

Pat: Oh, that's what he was. 

Ann: His mother and my grandmother were sisters. Their name was Randall. 

Pat: Now this Randall name, is that any connection with the town of Randall? 

Ann: I think so. One of my mother's cousins was a depot agent in Randall for a long time and 
his name was Randall. His family lived up here west over toward Lincoln in early days. 
He got to be depot agent in Randall for many years and I don't know why they moved to 
Little Falls but they did. He had a son that was depot agent in Little Falls. This could get 
to be a yard long! My mother had three brothers and she was the only girl. Of course, 
these three brothers had kids eventually. One of her brothers was by the name of Emery 
White and he lived down here along the river for many years until the Camp chased him 
out. Of course, he's gone now. 

Pat: Which one was it you said worked on the logjams? 

Ann: That one, Emery. In later years, I can remember as a little girl, he run a steamboat up and 
down the River. 

Pat: He did? That came all the way from Little Falls up or what? 

Ann: I don't know how far they went. They'd go north, I can remember that, and I remember 
seeing him come down from the north on the River because I was just a little girl then, 
four or five years old. I can remember my mother would show us the steamboat was 
coming and Uncle Emery was on that. [1923 about] 

Pat: That wasn't a paddlewheel, was it? 

(., Ann: I'm not sure. They always called it the steamboat. 
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Pat: Was the dam at Little Falls in then? 

Ann: Oh, yah! 

Pat: So they would have to stay above the dam. 

Ann: Urn hUIll, they stayed above the dam. Where or how far they went up, I can't tell you. 
We are really digging it back, aren't we? The first home I can ever remember ..... 

End of Side1, Tape 1 

Ann: This place wasn't all open land then. A lot of this was woods down to the east of us and 
then they broke up quite a little bit ofland to the north. There's been a lot of living 
through that, breaking land and getting it ready. I can remember when they raised 
potatoes, they'd put them in big pits out in the field. They'd pile them up and then they'd 
put straw over them and then tar paper over that and more straw [and then dirt over that]. 
They'd leave them that way and they'd cure. Then later they'd haul them into the 
basement or sell them, whatever they wanted to do. Of course, we had to be out there 
trying to help our neighbor, Dale, pick potatoes. I guess we was more trouble than we 
was help. I can remember that real plain. 

Pat: I do remember in the Motley history, them mentioning a potato business ... 

Ann: Yah, there was at Lincoln. It's not very far over to Lincoln from here. There was a 
potato house there. I think at one time there was one at Fort Ripley, too. 

Pat: How did they get the potatoes from there to wherever they shipped them to? Was it by 
river? 

Ann: It must have been on the train. And I can remember staying at my grandpa's house and 
his yard and stuff and then there was Highway 371 and then there was the railroad track. 
I can remember the train going by all the time. We were taught not to go toward the 
railroad tracks. One thing that I remember in my young years before I came up here, the 
circus come from Little Falls to Brainerd with all of the wagons. The elephants were 
walking, being led, and I can remember that just as plain as yesterday. I wasn't very old. 

Pat: My goodness! That's great! 

Ann: I can remember my mother churned butter by hand. Grandpa would take his earthen 
crock, half gallon I suppose it was, fill it with butter and then he'd get groceries with that. 
That helped, you know. 

Pat: At the Ripley Store? 
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Ann: Urn hum, Fort Ripley. [This is the town of Fort Ripley on Hwy 371 on the east side of 
the river.] 

Pat: That means they had to cross the river? 

Ann: We didn't have to cross the river. [That reminded her that there was a yellow bus 
between Little Falls and Brainerd on the dirt road of#371 and dust would fly up behind 
the bus.] 

Pat: That's right. 

Ann: We was right along 371. Oh, garsh, there's lots of things I suppose I could think of. [A 
neighbor up north on #371 about Y4 mile was Ben (Benjamin) and Elizabeth Smith and 
daughter Susie who married Hegblom.] 

Pat: Do any of the railroad bridges go over the rivers you were talking about? 

Ann: Of course, in Little Falls there was always a railroad bridge there. I suppose there must 
have been one down here at Lincoln along Little Elk. 

Pat: There was a railroad then that went west out of Little Falls. 

c.. Ann: It went to Fargo. Staples was really a railroad town and so was Brainerd . 

. Pat: Little Falls had kind of a couple "wyes" come into it. 

Ann: That's right. 

Pat: Any years that any of the railroad bridges would dump into the river? 

Ann: I can't remember of it. As far as I know, it didn't. But I know the water got so high on 
the Crow Wing here at Pillager that it was right up to the bottom of the bridge. We used 
to have high water. 

Pat: My goodness. 

Ann: And I know the Mississippi, years back, got pretty high, too. 

Pat: Any houses very close? I know there's houses now in Pillager close to that river. Was 
there back then? 

Ann: Well, not so many maybe but they build down there to the east in Pillager and it's pretty 
low in there. These springs when we've had high water, they've had their yards and their 
houses flooded. But that hasn't happened for a few years now. 
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Pat: Back when you were growing up, they didn't build that close to the river? 

Ann: No, I don't think so, they are newer houses. They look newer anyway. There might have 
been a few shacks around. See, times was so hard back then that people didn't have the 
houses that they have now. 

Pat: They probably were wiser not to build so close to the river either. 

Ann: Some of them gets pretty close yet. 

Pat: Back then, they made sure they were on high enough ground. 1919 - did your mother 
ever mention anything about Cass County when it was being organized? 

Ann: Well, she lived in Crow Wing at Fort Ripley. Then Morrison County the rest of the time. 
Mostly her life was in Morrison and Crow Wing and then back to Morrison again. That's 
about all the farther she ever ... 

Pat: I remember in the late 1800s Cass County was governed by Crow Wing. So I thought 
maybe she could remember a little bit and tell you about that. 

Ann: No she never did. But then they didn't have newspapers and radios or anything for the 
news to travel back in those days, either. 

Pat: It's been really fun talking to you. I'm sure we're already on ... 

Ann: Probably too long! Well, my mother, after we moved up here, had chickens and turkeys 
and geese. Turkeys like to steal their nests out. They don't want you to find their nest. 
They'd go over across the road, which is in Camp now, and steal their nests. It was our 
job to follow them, quietly, until we found where the nest was at. 

Pat: Now you used the word "steal". That means to hide? 

Ann: Hiding. They were really sneaky about that. They'd sneak over across the woods and 
hide their nest out and then it was our job to find the [turkey] nests. 

Pat: Those were wild turkeys? 

Ann: No, they were tame turkeys. She had the bronze ones and they looked a lot like what the 
wild turkeys do. They had the yellow and kind of little green splotches on their 
feathers and stuff. I would say almost a deep brown the base ofthe feathers were and 
then they had this other little reflections of light on there. They was kind of pretty. The 
toms would have these big wattles. When they'd strut, their wattles would turn red and 
their tails would go out in a fan. They'd strut with their wings on the ground. For kids, 
that was really something to see. 
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Pat: Now, you used the word ''wattle''? 

Ann: That's what they called it on the tom turkeys. Under their neck, that red part. 

Pat: Okay. Instead of growing a beard, they grow these wattles. 

Ann: Yes. Oh, we was going to talk about how people got their meat. One thing I remember 
as a little girl was when times was real hard and there wasn't any money hardly to speak 
of, only your cream check. My stepfather and his friend, they'd slip out and kill a deer 
for meat. That's the only way we had meat in those days. They would hang it in 
seamless sacks up in the tree in the wintertime, to keep it froze, no refrigerators. My 
mother would make sauerkraut in a barrel and keep it set outside the house froze up. I 
can remember taking the butcher knife and going out and hacking off some sauerkraut for 
our supper. That's the way they kept things refrigerated back when I was a little girl. I 
was a widow already before we had refrigerators to speak of. Oh, I can remember back 
a long ways. I also remember the crow bringing my little brother. 

Pat: Not a stork? 

Ann: No, it was a crow. 

Pat: Did you call him anything that resembled a crow then? 

Ann: No, he was the one that was killed in the car/train accident. We was together a lot after I 
was a widow and I came home here to live again. We spent a lot of years together. 

Pat: You never let him forget that it was a crow that brought him? 

Ann: I don't know we ever talked about it much. We just believed Mom and that was it. 

Pat: Oh, Mom said that a crow had brought him? 

Ann: Mom told us. But then when my next little brother was born, this little gal was awake. 
So I know the crow didn't bring him. I also remember when the doctor was in Motley 
and to come out from Motley in an old Model T, it took awhile. They'd tie a white 
dishtowel or something out in the tree where he was supposed to turn in to your place. 
Sometimes they'd hang a lantern out. A lit lantern out on a branch and that was the 
signal to the doctor that that was the place. 

Pat: Okay, because he didn't always know ... 

Ann: Well, no. 

Pat: What did he do, get in there and sleep and let the horse take him? 
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Ann: I'll tell you a story about when I was a young gir~ working out, I worked for my aunt and 
uncle. They was going to have a new baby. They didn't get me out of there in time, I 
had to bake bread that day. 

Pat: You were working for your aunt and uncle then, just because she was expecting? 

Ann: The baby, I guess, arrived before they thought he was going to and that baby weighed 
thirteen pounds. 

Pat: Oh, my word! Did the doctor make it in time? 

Ann: Oh, yah. The doctor had been out all night the night before on a case and I remember he 
laid down. My uncle had been sick with rheumatism but he got up that day so she could 
have a good bed. The doctor laid down on the other bed and had a nap because he was so 
tired. So back in those days, it was kind of rough on everybody. 

Pat: Okay. 

Ann: Then after my husband had gone to the service, I went to work for some of our friends. 
They was expecting a baby and she was going to go the hospital but she didn't get to the 
hospital. We had a blizzard, oh a bad blizzard, that day and night and that baby decided 
to come along. So we did what we had to do. I had had a little training in that. A nurse 
from the University come out and taught us for a few weeks and I had a little idea what I 
had to do. At eight o'clock in the morning, the doctor finally got out there but so was the 
baby there. The baby was born at three 0' clock and the doctor came at eight 0' clock. 
371 was blocked. You couldn't get across the river with horses, even. It was just 
terrible. I was about 24 years old when that happened. 

Pat: You were basically trained in midwife work. 

Ann: But up here at the school we had this nurse come from the University Hospital and she 
kind of trained some of us around here, you know, in that line of work. But that's a night 
when you went back in the house after trying to get the car pulled out and you couldn't. 
He went back in the house and said, "You're the one, you're going to do it!" So I did. 
And she's a grandmother, now. 

Pat: The baby you helped birth? 

Ann: Urn hum, she's a grandmother now. 

Pat: Well, that's good! That's real interesting. Did all the rivers freeze over or did some have 
spots that stayed open? 

Ann: Well, you kind of had to know where [you were], like down on the Mississippi where the 
eddies were, you didn't cross there. But otherwise, people did. I remember my cousin 

Page 16 of 30 

Miss
iss

ipp
i H

ea
dw

ate
rs 

Boa
rd 

Oral
 H

ist
ory

 P
roj

ec
t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



<. 

Mississippi Headwaters Oral History Project -- OH File # 016 
Final Draft of Interview with Annie Tidrick held May 13, 2000 

one time, he's kind of a harem scarem fella, he had some of us in the car and instead of 
going across on the [ice], he drove across. He knew where the ferry would have went. 
He drove across the river and my heart was in my mouth. But if he'd went down farther, 
we'd have went in but he knew the river, too, because he lived along the River, too. 

Pat: Do you have any idea what years that ferry operated? 

Ann: Well, it was after the bridge went out. What did I say, around 1941? They had a ferry 
for quite a long time there. 

Pat: They did? That's interesting. 

Ann: I was just about going to tell you the name of the guy that run it. [Gene Abel] He's been 
dead a long time. He was an old, old fellow that run the ferry and whenever a car would 
come to one side or the other, he'd go to pick up the car and bring it back to the other side 
of the river. We rode the ferry a lot of times. 

Pat: Was there a rope that he ... 

Ann: Yah, they had a cable. 

Pat: A cable that was strung up ... 

Ann: Across the river. 

Pat: So he just pulled along on that? Did he pull by hand or was there a mechanism? 

Ann: I think he had a motor ifl remember right. It was a kind of a motor deal. 

Pat: Okay and the rope went into the motor and then back up. 

Ann: I don't remember just how. Maybe it worked like a paddle wheel or something 
underneath, I can't just remember now. That's been a long time ago. [There was a motor 
attached to the ferry bed for propelling the ferry. Then a long arm from the ferry up to 
the cable attached to both banks of the river guided the ferry across the river and kept the 
ferry from going down stream.] 

Pat: My goodness! 

Ann: I know it was after we moved down by Camp when the bridge went out so it was after 
the bridge had gone out. They had that for quite a while. Then finally the mailman from 
Fort Ripley got to going around by Camp and coming up. Then eventually, many years 
later, they was over on Cushing. So it's not like so far, they didn't have to worry about 
the river. Well, Camp took up a lot of the land, too, so ... 
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Pat: That ferry ran all the while it was not Camp land? 

Ann: Urn hum, from the time the bridge went out. 

Pat: I suppose as soon as the Camp took over that particular piece ofland, they probably 
stopped the ferry. 

Ann: Well, the ferry had stopped by the time .. .! just don't remember just too clear, I know the 
ferry was running but I don't know if it ran up to the time that the Camp took it or not. 
But I would suppose it did because I know my uncle and all those people that lived along 
the river south of us here, they had to move out. I don't think anybody lives along the 
east side now until you get almost to Pillager. Then there's some people that lives 
north ... Well, it would be a mile this side of Pillager, that's all Camp now. So all the 
people have moved out of there and all down here. There was quite a lot of people lived 
here then. The Camp has made a big difference in our lives. 

Pat: I guess! 

Ann: The school used to be just a quarter ofa mile west of here. Then there's a little church to 
the north a mile and there's a cemetery up there. But through the years, the church has 
been vandalized so that the town board finally tore it down or burned it, they did. People 
would steal stuff from it, boards, the flooring and stuff, so the town board finally did burn 
it so somebody didn't get hurt. There's quite a few people buried up here just a mile 
north of me. 

Pat: So they still maintain that cemetery. 

Ann: Oh, yes, it's kind of a nice little cemetery. 

Pat: How far is that from the River? 

Ann: Oh, it'd be about six miles from either river. Same as I am here. 

Pat: Did you have any church groups that used the River for skating or sledding parties? 

Ann: Oh, the kids did, you know. They didn't have church much in it after I got to be a good
sized girl because they used to come sometimes to the schoolhouse and have meetings. 
But I have got relatives, my stepfather's family, there's quite a few of them buried up 
here. A lot of the old, old neighbors are there. A lot of them I can remember. [Cemetery 
at Gil Gal Church now is called "Union Cemetery".] 

Pat: You didn't have any skating parties or snow parties or sledding parties or swimming 
parties on the River at any time, did you? 

Ann: No. We were just a little bit too far from it. Of course, there was Lake Alexander down 
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here just a couple of miles so people went to that more than the River. 

Pat: Did you have picnics there then? 

Ann: We're just a couple miles north of Lake Alexander, is where we are. We used to have 
skiing parties on Sunday up here on the hills. There's one place on the hill up here on the 
ridge, you can almost see Little Falls. [On a clear day you can see the Little Falls Water 
Tower.] 

Pat: Oh, I see. 

Ann: They didn't have too much church there then except when I was a younger girl. Then, 
they got to going down to the schoolhouse so then they kind of quit using the church. 
You know, it was kind of out of the way. 

Pat: Now the schoolhouse you are talking about is still the wood one or the other one they tore 
down? 

Ann: It was the wooden one. I forget to tell you that about 1939, I think, they built this one. It 
was after Roy and I was married and we lived .. .I think it was a WP A project. Because I 
remember when we'd drive by, they were working on it. They made their own blocks 
and faced it with brick. 

Pat: Now they made their own blocks. You mean the eighteen by nine. 

Ann: Yah, like you'd make a basement and then they faced it with brick. 

Pat: The brick facing was bought? 

Ann: They bought that. 

Pat: Where did they get the dirt for these cement blocks? 

Ann: Well, it was built by WP A. 

Pat: There was no sand pit around here? 

Ann: No. I suppose they hauled it in. Up here on the hillside, there's sand, the sandy hills. 
Like I said, we lived down by Camp and I didn't see so much of that. 

Pat: The [school] where they made their own cement blocks, how many classrooms did it 
have? 

Ann: Well, that's the one that's there now. They had built it so they could have two 
classrooms but they never used it as two. Just the main upstairs and then down in the 
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basement was kind of a community room. We didn't have enough kids anymore to have 
two classes. Later on, they kind of got in with Pillager or Pillager overtook our district or 
something, and they hauled them to Pillager for many years. 

Pat: I thought they tore that building down? 

Ann: The school building? 

Pat: Yah. 

Ann: They moved the old one out and the brick one is still here up on the comer. The other 
one they moved down to the lake and made a cafe out of it. Along Lake Alexander. 

Pat: Okay. 

Ann: It's been a long time since they did that. 

Pat: You never had any occasion to have parties on the river ice or anything like that? 

Ann: Oh, we was too small, we was too young. The kids that would have done that lived 
farther south. We was too young to be with that bunch. So as we got older, there was 
this little Round Lake up here I told you about, that's where we had our sliding parties 
and stuff. That was what, three miles up the road here. The kids that we went to school 
with come from that direction mostly and we'd get together down at the lake and scoot 
around, slide and skate and whatever. 

Pat: What was the name of that school? 

Ann: This is Rail Prairie here by me, it's number 47. 

Pat: And the one you went to school in, the little wood one? 

Ann: That was right here in the same yard. They just moved it down the road a mile or two 
and made a cafe out of it. 

Pat: Rail? 

Ann: Rail Prairie. That name has come from some of my stepfather's relatives. Their name 
was Rail. His grandmother's name was Rail. That's where it came from. Then later on 
some of our family got so they spelled it, Rale. That was later years but the old
fashioned way was Rail. 

Pat: Like the railroad. 

<. Ann: There used to be a post office right up here just a little ways up the road. I can remember 
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the mailman going with some kind of a rig fixed up like a big box he could ride in and 
had it on wheels like on a caterpillar. Those kind oftracks. 

He could go over the snow with that. 

Oh, we used to have some pretty tough winters. I can remember the snow drifting over 
the ditch, blowing over. Us kids used to get in trouble for it to, but we'd run underneath 
that. It kept us out of the wind. It was pretty windy. And we'd get down below that 
shelf that had built up by the wind. I know what my mother would have thought ifwe'd 
ever got snowed under or it broke loose or something and we would have got buried. We 
didn't think of that! 

Well, if you went on the east side and the wind was from the west, it would never hit 
you. It would protect you from that wind. 

It was when we was coming home that we'd get in that. See it was open here. We had 
this quarter of a mile. Other kids had to come three miles. I don't know how they did it. 
It was terrible! 

Not and freeze their nose off. 

Ann: Well, I can remember one time my sister and I was bringing our little brothers home from 
school and we knew it was so cold, that we took our coattails and put them over the kids 
heads and kind of drug our brothers home that way. It used to get pretty rough around 
here. Some of the other kids that came from different places had a team of horses and 
some of them would ride on that the three miles. There was others that had to walk. We 
had a teacher that lived down here about three miles to the east, and she had a horse and 
buggy, or horse and sleigh, and that's how she come to school when it was bad. Then 
there was one winter that it was so bad and so cold that the teacher walked a mile from 
the south to get to the schoolhouse and she hired us kids to come and start the fire in the 
morning. So the schoolhouse would be a little warmer when she got there. Well, you 
know who took over when it was awful cold, my step-dad did it but we got the money. 

Pat: Well, that was kind ofhim. 

Ann: He was a good stepfather. We were lucky! 

Pat: Oh, I guess. You mentioned that church, what was the name of that church? 

Ann: Gil Gal. 

Pat: Was that Lutheran or Methodist? 

Ann: I don't know. 
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Pat: They didn't put a denomination on it? 

Ann: No, I don't think so. I've got a book in here that might tell us. 

Pat: That's okay. Pillager had a school too, then. 

Ann: And they had a high school in Pillager. 

Pat: You went to all twelve grades there or did you have to go into Pillager? 

Ann: We went to the eighth grade up here. After Camp took over and later on Pillager took 
over the district, when they got to be sixth grade, they went to Pillager. 

Pat: So you graduated from ... 

Ann: We graduated from here, Rail Prairie. 

Pat: You graduated from the eighth grade there? Did you go on? 

Ann: My sister and I didn't get to go on. Times was just so hard that we didn't get to go to 
high school. My brothers went a little bit, but then they was six and seven years younger 
than me so that made a difference. What I know, Pat, I've learned from experience. 

Pat: That's my mother, too. If you were a girl, you didn't always get a chance to graduate. 

End of Side 2, Tape 1 

Side 1, Tape 2 

Pat: We were talking about how girls didn't always graduate. You had to go to work right 
away. 

Ann: Well, I did. I started out to work when I was fifteen years old. Unless your folks could 
afford to board you in school in town by the school, you didn't get to go. There just 
wasn't that much money. So a lot of us got short-changed on education that way! 

Pat: You learned! 

Ann: As you lived! 

Pat: Then you said that one lady from the University came out and helped you learn ... 

Ann: She helped us in these classes taking care of new babies and mothers and things like that. 
And I took that for six weeks. That was very useful in my life. I've taken care of a lot of 
people and I always enjoyed it, no matter what it was. I've had patients that have died 
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with cancer, worked in homes where there was new babies and little kids, oh, I've had a 
full life, I guess. 

Pat: I had told you that I wouldn't ask you your age but can I fudge? 

Ann: I'll tell you how old I am. I didn't think I'd ever get to be this old but I was eighty years 
old in October. 

Pat: So you'll be eighty-one this year. 

Ann: Urn hum, this October I'll be eighty-one. I've been able to do for myself pretty much 
until the last couple of years. People have had to help me more. I still get around. 

Pat: That's good. I appreciate you talking with me and this project that we have going. If you 
think of anything that you want to put on it, just let me know and maybe you can think of 
somebody among your friends that's still living that might have a favorite story or two to 
tell. Be sure to let us know. 

Ann: I think the only one would be Donald up here. He's about four years older than I am and 
he might be able to tell a little bit more. He was born and raised here. 

Pat: Did he work on the River or was he a farmer, too? 

Ann: They was farmers. Donald has never been anywhere to live, besides this place. He got 
married and married one of our schoolteachers. They raised their family. His folks 
moved into Pillager and lived on the Crow Wing River. He's been here all of his life. 

Pat: Well, I really appreciate you letting us come in and talk to you about this. 

Ann: I guess another interesting thing was that I finally got to go to Europe and be in the 
territory where my husband was killed. 

Pat: Ohmy! 

Ann: It wasn't in the town but I was nearby. We passed by. That meant a lot to me. I felt 
better about things and I saw where he had been. 

Pat: You could remember in his letters writing about certain areas ... 

Ann: He had written in one letter that when he got home, he was going to take me back and 
show me where he had been. He was in the second invasion in France, the lower one. St. 
Lo, I guess it is. He went in in the second invasion in that group and then they fought 
through Paris, Luxembourg and Belgium (they liberated that) and then into Germany. He 
was killed in Germany. I don't know if that would have been any interest to that story we 
just did or not. 
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Pat: It's part of your life, though. I'm going to go ahead and turn [it] off then .... 

Ann: Oh, it was on now. Oh, you're a sneaky one! 

Pat: You mentioned that you could give me the name of the man that fell through the Pillager 
bridge? 

Ann: Peter Newman. 

Pat: That was a grain, threshing rig? You mentioned also about when your dad drove the 
horse into Pillager in the hard winter weather and he hung something on the horse 
hames? 

Ann: That called that a seamless sack. It was a grain sack. 

Pat: The hames is part of the harness? 

Ann: They just took the part that had the yoke and bridle on it and they didn't put the rest of 
the harness on it and they had the bridle reins on it from his [horse's] mouth. They'd ride 
him bareback. They take that sack of groceries and tie that shut and hang that over the 
hames of the horses that was on the yoke and that was the way they'd bring him home. 

Pat: Your father wouldn't have to hang on to the grocery sack at all. 

Ann: No, he didn't have to hold onto it. 

Pat: Then you said that Gil Gal church was Lutheran. 

Ann: I think it might have been at one time, but let's just leave it go as Gil Gal Church because 
that's what most of us know it as. 

Pat: Okay. No denomination. Then we'll do that. With these corrections on the end of the 
tape, I think it will help. 

Ann: It says "1916 history, written by Hester oh-so-and-so", each section had a schoolhouse, I 
guess. No, they didn't build them in every section. They got the land for less than five 
dollars an acre. Our schoolhouse here is in Section 16. This is seventeen across the road. 
Donald's mother was the teacher. [Mrs. Bergstrom] She took Normal Training in Little 
Falls. That's all they had to have then. 

Pat: Annie has gotten a book out that shows the wood building that was the Rail Prairie 
School which was just a quarter a mile from here. That's what she's been reading from 

Ann: It says something about 1900. It's been here a long time. 
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Pat: That's the wood building they made a restaurant out o£ They moved down the road 
about a mile or so. 

Ann: A couple of miles. "A new school was built in 1900 in the northwest comer of Section 
20. The building was moved and became Shady Inn when the new brick school was 
built. A new item in the Pillager Herald described the architect's plan for the new school. 
Plans called for the construction of a building of cement blocks and brick facing. It will 
have a classroom entry hall, library, two cloakrooms on the main floor with a full 
basement divided into a community or recreation room, kitchen, toilets, fuel, and 
storerooms. The plans call for a north front door." Well, we can see that. ''Using the 
cement blocks in the construction affords a further WP A project as the blocks can be 
made at the building site." Yah, that's what they did then. It tells that for two thousand 
five hundred they put into it to pay their share [the school district]. "In the spring of 1957 
the district closed the school. The early settlers of Rail Prairie soon started a school. It 
was a log building in Section 24, then in Motley Township." Well, that wasn't right 
where this one is. "A new school was built in 1900 on the northwest." That's the one, 
built in Section 20. 

Pat: So that isn't the brick one. It had to be when the WP A started. It must ,be in the 1930s. 

Ann: I think it was 1937 that they built that. 

Pat: You said they are talking about tearing it down? 

Ann: Alma Randall was the first schoolteacher in the new schoolhouse. 

End of First Part of the Interview 

Pat: Today's date is May 15th. And I am Pat Oliver, who has done the previous portions of 
these tapes for the Mississippi Headwater Board Oral History Project and I am again at 
Annie Tidrick's house. Annie has got a few more things she wants to tell us about the 
Fort and so forth that she has remembered since the last time we were here. 

Pat: I was confused on the other parts of these tapes where the pink bridge was. If you want 
to say again where it was ... ? 

Ann: It was just a mile north of Fort Ripley on Highway 37l. You turned west at the three 
comers and you crossed the river on the pink bridge so you could come up in this area. 

Pat: That was pretty close to where the Nokasippi River comes into the Mississippi River. 

Ann: That's right! My grandpa's property was kind ofin the comer of where the Nokasippi 
came into the Mississippi. That went right along one side of his land. 
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Pat: Just about across the river from that cemetery there. 

Ann: He's a little bit north of the cemetery that's still in Fort Ripley, is at. 

Pat: Today, now there's a historic site marker just across the road from the cemetery you are 
talking about. Right there where that house is and you just cross the bridge that says the 
Nokasippi River and then that historic marker is right there. 

Ann: Oh, there is one there. 

Pat: That's the pink bridge and when that washed out, then that ferry crossed there? 

Ann: Yes, where the bridge had been. We'd go down through the woods until we come to the 
river and the ferry would come to meet us and take us across the river on the ferry and 
then we'd go on down into Fort Ripley or Little Falls, wherever we was going, or 
Brainerd. That was three comers there. You could either go to Fort Ripley or Little 
Falls, or you could tum left and go to Brainerd. 

Pat: Yes, that settles that. You mentioned that you knew about the powder house? 

Ann: The old fort. 

Pat: When you say the old fort ... 

Ann: That's what they called it, the old Fort Grounds and then there was this powder house 
that was built there out of some kind of stone or something, I can't just remember, but it 
was tumbling down the way I remember it. My mother used to take us across the River 
and we'd walk about a mile down to where the old powder house was and then we'd go 
in and look it over. That still sticks in my mind! 

Pat: That must be close to where - on the maps here it has the words "Fort Ripley". 

Ann: I suppose, well from that comer you turned to come east across the river and then you'd 
go south to Fort Ripley and if you went left, you went to Brainerd. 

Pat: That must be where the original fort was built then. 

Ann: I imagine, years, and years and years ago. I suppose it was for protection maybe from the 
Indians, I don't know. 

Pat: Now, I toured Fort Snelling and one of the towers is termed the powder house and the 
walls on that are just tremendously thick and the idea from that is if something should 
happen, lightening should strike that room or somebody should accidentally drop a match 
and if it should blow up, well those thick walls would protect everything else around that. 
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Ann: That's what they called it, the old Fort and that building as I remember, was called the 
powder house. 

Pat: Did it have any other use? 

Ann: Not that I knew of. I suppose in the earlier days. 

Pat: You mention that your mother said that in case ofan Indian uprising [she and her mother 
were to go there?] 

Ann: As a kid, I understood that what it was. Then I was going to tell you, too, that if you go a 
little bit farther west along the riverbank, there was Indian graves. That wasn't too far 
from the powder house, a little bit north. 

Pat: That was on the west side of the river? 

Ann: Yes, on the west side of the river. 

Pat: So it's across the river from the fort and a little bit west. And you said that if there was 
an Indian uprising that just the women and the children go to the powder house? 

Ann: Well, that's what I understood when I was a little girl but maybe I'm wrong on that. I 
was probably four or five years old. No, I was five years old when I come up here so I 
was younger than that. But ifwe could get ahold of Lucille, she could tell us more about 
that, I imagine. She's the one that had the snapshot and I asked ifwe could make a copy 
of it and she said that she'd have to hunt it up. 

Pat: This is a copy of the Fort itself? 

Ann: I think so. I think that's the way I understood her, anyway. 

Pat: That would be interesting. 

Ann: They used to go down there and playas kids because she lived down the river south of 
me. They'd go down there to play and climb around and she probably could tell us a lot 
more than I could tell. She got to go there more than I did. 

Pat: Oh, yes. While we are talking about pictures, you said that you had a picture of your 
uncle when he was on one of the log drives on the river? 

Ann: Somewhere I've got it. Maybe it's in that book I had out here. 

Pat: If you can find it, we would ask your permission to copy it and use it and get your 
original back. I'm looking at a map called the Minnesota Atlas and Gazetteer and the 
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copyright is 1994 and on page 54, the coordinates on the map are between 3 and 4 
horizontally and almost exactly at D vertically is just about the spot in the river that 
Annie is describing where the pink: bridge is over the Mississippi River and of course, the 
Fort would have beenjust about a mile below that. Just a mile north of Fort Ripley 
where the road kind of raised a little bit. It wasn't a hill. It was just a raise in the road 
and then on to Brainerd. 

Ann: That was just about a mile west of that was where the powder house was. 

Pat: Okay, that's a good description of what you are talking about. The old road comes real 
close to the River at that point. 

Ann: Not very far down to the River, just a skip and a jump! 

Pat: That's the point in the River where that one spring, the water got so high. 

Ann: Flooded! That's right! 

Pat: It took out your pink: bridge. 

Ann: Well, the ice took it out. They said afterwards that if they had of got out there and 
dynamited that ice, that bridge would not have went out. 

Pat: Oh, I'll bet. They could have broken it up in smaller pieces and the bridge would have 
been saved. 

Ann: We lived down at Camp at that time so we was south of where the bridge was then, but 
we used to come up to that old bridge and we'd cross the bridge and come on up home 
here. That was just kind of a short cut but they made it awful hard for the mailman and 
everybody. They had to go so far around to deliver our mail. For a long time, we only 
got mail three times a week because of that. Then later on, they got so they brought it six 
days a week and then they sent changes over to Cushing then after while and it was okay 
then. 

Pat: Anything else that you can think of? The bridge that went right into the town of Pillager, 
that was painted black, a wood bridge. 

Ann: You had to get over to the side of it pretty good to let somebody pass you. I would say, 
when it was built it was a one-lane bridge. Then cars came in and people got to kind of 
getting around one another. I drove across it when it was like that and it was kind of 
scary when you'd meet a vehicle or something that was bigger than what you had. 

Pat: That's the one that the fellow went through with his farming rig. 

<. Ann: Uh huh, his threshing rig. 
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Pat: Did you say there was another bridge that went over Gull River? 

Ann: Yah, it's down east of me quite a little ways and then it angled to the northeast and you 
could come out somewhere around by Gull River and hit the main highway again. That's 
210. It'd be about six, seven miles and we could cut the comer off and come out on the 
highway again. 

Pat: I don't think we can really pinpoint that one. 

Ann: There was a little bridge down in there but of course, the army camp has tom that out, 
you know. 

Pat: That was on Gull River. 

Ann: Can you see where it says Ausland Township? Does it show townships there? 

Pat: There's Rosing. 

Ann: Yah, well it would be farther east. It would be in Camp now. Maybe it wouldn't show it 
as Ausland. It was six miles down here to Ausland Township and then we could get 
across the river. We didn't have to go around the highway. I suppose on the later maps it 
don't show that. Cause Rosing is just north of us. Where that big hill is here, that's 
called Rosing Hill and it was named after the township of Rosing, I suppose. 

Pat: But that still would have been in Morrison County? 

Ann: No, when you crossed the River, you went into Crow Wing County. The river is just 
between Morrison and Crow Wing Counties to the east. Well, you go over the Gull River 
up here when you are going to Brainerd to Pillager. 

Pat: Oh, it looks like great lakes. 

Ann: Oh, well that's when the rice grows in there so much. But you cross that between 
. Pillager and Brainerd. 

Pat: That part is in Cass [County]. 

Ann: That part is but when you got down here farther, it would be Crow Wing and Morrison 
County division where it flowed into the Mississippi there. 

Pat: So they only called that Crow Wing until it flows into the Gull River and then it's all Gull 
River? 

Ann: That's what it says there? 
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Pat: It doesn't say because it's just such a short distance between where the Gull River joins 
the Crow Wing and the Mississippi and there probably isn't room to put the name in. So 
I don't know what they call that. 

Ann: There's a dam down here that's beyond the Camp and it's called the Gull River Dam. 
They call it the fishing bridge and that's along the Gull River. I don't suppose it's many 
miles until it hits the Mississippi. 

Pat: Was there anything else? You told about the powder house, the Indian graves. I think 
we have covered it. 

Ann: Lucille can probably tell more stories than I can because they lived farther down in 
Clough Township, south of me and they got to go more to those places. 

Pat: We'll have to see ifwe can pick up on her name then. Okay, I want to thank you again, 
Annie, for all the help you've [given] to this project. We started looking at some pictures 
here at Annie's house and she's got some pictures that look like it's one ofthe Canoe 
Derby in 1950. It looks like it by where that bridge went over and ended up being where 
the ferry started and replaced the bridge when it was taken out by the ice. 

Annie: Well, we'd go down to where the bridge used to be before it was taken out and where the 
ferry then used to run. We stand where that bridge was taken out. 

Pat: Do you recall if that was about the end ofthe canoe derbies or had they had them before 
that? 

Ann: I think they had some afterwards. I don't think they had them too long, too many years, 
just a few years. This one picture looks like the water's kind of rough. Oh, I guess that's 
down below the dam in Little Falls. It was quite an event for us to go down to the 
riverbank and watch the canoe derbies go past on their way to Little Falls. 

Pat: We will take good care of those pictures and copy them and get them back to you. 

Ann: Okay, that will be good. 

Pat: Thank you again. 
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