
Mississippi Headwaters Oral History Project -- OH File # 027 
Final Draft of Interview held July 18,2000 

My name is Tom Cox and today is Tuesday, July 18 and I'm sitting in the living room in 
the home of Mr. Burton Woock who has graciously granted us an oral history interview 
for the Mississippi Headwaters Board Oral History Project. 

Tom: Burton, tell me your full name. 

BW: My full name is Burton Alfred Woock and I was born in 1928, April3rd in the 
Walker Hospital in Walker, Minnesota. 

Tom: Where was your family living at this time? 

BW: Right on this section. 

Tom: At the farmhouse? 

BW: The farm house, yes. 

Tom: Can you tell me a little bit about your folks, where they came from and how they 
happened to be here when you were born? 

BW: Yes. The Woocks moved to Ten Mile from Akeley to the present-day Illinois 
Resort property. They were ejected after they built a shanty. Some people by the 
name of Clinger came along and said, "Thanks and no thanks and you're on the 
wrong property". So they had to move over to the next forty which we are sitting 
on right now. They had squatted on the wrong property and had to move. That 
was the first introduction to Ten Mile. It was my grandmother and her seven 
dependents. 

Tom: What was her name? 

BW: My grandmother's name was Alna Karstens Woock. 

Tom: Her husband was? 

BW: Fredrick Willem Woock. 

Tom: Were they first generations Americans or had they had parents who ... 

BW: No, grandfather immigrated here, he and two brothers, from Germany. My 
grandmother on the Woock side was born around Manning, Iowa. Never have 
been able to locate the exact spot but she always said she came from that area. As 
far as grandpa was concerned, we have varying ideas from where he came from. 
My dad always said he was a Prussian. Some of the others of the family said that 
they think they probably came from the islands up in the Baltic Sea and they were 
probably pirates. 
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, Tom: Really! That makes for a dramatic story. 

BW: We all have skeletons, I guess! My grandfather had two brothers and moved into 
Iowa and from there immigrated here to Minnesota. 

Tom: This is on your dad's side? 

BW: Yes, on my dad's side. I can't tell you the date anymore, I would have to look 
that up. I do have it in the archives somewhere. I do know that we located my 
great grandfather's grave down at Fulda, Minnesota and put a headstone on it. 
We found the marriage license for Grandfather Woock and Alna Karstens down 
there. 

Tom: What town was that? 

BW: Fulda. 

Tom: Is that in southern Minnesota? 

BW: Southwestern Minnesota. From there, the whole family seemed to trickle north. 
Nobody had any money, obviously, so they were looking for whatever they could 
find. Grandfather, I know, lit south of Park Rapids because my dad was born at 
Chamberlin. I shouldn't say Park Rapids, but south of Akeley. I have two aunts 
that are buried in the White Oak Cemetery there at Chamberlin. When the Red 
River Lumber Company moved into the territory, Grandpa moved the whole 
family to Akeley. Two brothers, Uncle August and Uncle Henry, came along 
with, some how or another. 

Tom: Was it the lumbering industry that attracted them? 

BW: Yes, the Red River Lumber Company had the mill in Akeley. I don't know what 
Grandpa might have been doing but I know Uncle August was a timber scaler. In 
fact, when he left Akeley, he moved to Cloquet and did the same thing over there 
for years. Uncle Henry was a cobbler. After the Red River Lumber Company left 
Akeley, evidentially he packed up and moved back to Charter Oak, Iowa. 

Tom: To work on a farm there? 

BW: No, he was a cobbler. 

Tom: So he continued his work as a cobbler. 

BW: Shoemaker. 

Tom: Do you remember what year your dad was born? 
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, BW: Let's see, he was born in 1902. 

Tom: Oh, he was just a year older than my dad born in 1903. So he was born in 
Chamberlin and he would have gone to school over there. 

BW: He went to school in Akeley. Started school in Akeley and when they moved to 
Ten Mile [Lake] to this spot we are sitting in, he and all his siblings attended the 
Lakeview School. 

Tom: Where was that? 

BW: On the west side ofTen Mile Lake, presently owned by McGills. 

Tom: Any of the original buildings? 

BW: The original building is still there. 

Tom: But it's not owned by the McGills? 

BW: Yes, they made it into a home. 

Tom: There must have been a fairly substantially population right around here. 

BW: I remember helping shingle the place for McGills years back. My dad and the 
kids were here and they got to school over there any way they could. They 
walked, they rode, they walked the sand bars, or across the ice, anyway it was 
possible to get to school. 

Tom: Tell me again. It was your grandparents, your father's parents, who came and 
settled on the Illinois Resort property. What drew them over here? 

BW: Well, they had absolutely nothing in Akeley. The fact of the matter is, my 
grandfather abandoned the family and went with the Red River Lumber Company 
to Westwood, California. That's where he died. We have found the cemetery out 
there but the graves were unmarked. We know where he's planted! At any rate, 
he abandoned the family. 

Tom: Was that before they before they got over here? 

BW: Yah! The lumber company moved and he moved with them. So this family was 
stranded. They had to get out of Akeley some place and find a spot where they 
could scratch a living somehow or another. 

Tom: How would they hope to scratch out a living on the shore ofTen Mile Lake? 

BW: Well, it wasn't on the shore ofTen Mile Lake. Ten Mile Lake, as far as they were 
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concerned, is a good spot to water their livestock and catch some fish. They were 
here on this place scrounging around on the white pine stumps, growing corn and 
what not and a little wheat. I remember my grandmother was very bitter about 
some of that. They used to have a few sacks of wheat and they'd take it to the 
mill and the miller would take half of it for making flour. 

Tom: What did they have in the way of equipment to help them raise those crops? 

BW: A hoe, rake ... 

Tom: It was all by hand? 

BW: Absolutely! They had nothing. 

Tom: Just your grandmother and her children. 

BW: My grandmother and seven kids. 

Tom: Do you remember how old your dad was when the family came here? 

BW: Well, let's see. He was born in what...'02. He would have been twelve years old. 
They moved from Akeley to Ten Mile in 1914. 

Tom: How would it happen that they landed on ... was there anything on that property 
along the shore of that lake when they arrived there? Did they have to build 
something? 

BW: Nothing! No, it was barren. 

Tom: So they had to put something up for shelter. 

BW: Sure, they put up a little shanty. These other people came along and said, "Thank 
you and you're on the wrong property". 

Tom: So someone else owned that already .. 

BW: Yes. 

Tom: What had they thought they were doing in terms of the land at that time? Did 
they think they were on ... ? 

BW: They thought they were on the property they had bought or dealed for, anyway. 
Well, I know it was from T.B. Walker. 

Tom: So that had all been lumbered land. 
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BW: Sure. This was all T.B. Walker. Get back in the abstracts and archives and it was 
either T.B. Walker or Backus and Bailey. 

Tom: Well, had they in fact dealt for the land that you are on now or the land that your 
family has had here. How many acres, do you know? 

BW: Well, this is just a forty-acre spot here. 

Tom: It probably was the full forty acres. So then, what did they do? They were forced 
to move off that Illinois Resort or was it just Ten Mile property? 

BW: It joins right here, a hundred feet away from where we are sitting. They moved 
over here and built another shanty. 

Tom: They had to rebuild. 

BW: Yah, started all over again. 

Tom: Did they build on the site where the farmhouse is now or was it somewhere else? 

BW: Built right where we are sitting. 

Tom: Oh, right here. 

BW: What you are speaking of as the farmhouse, that was my father's doings after he 
got married or before he got married. He bought eighty acres adjoining this and 
finally wound up with about 160 acres. He had a quarter section up there. He 
just moved up the road half a mile and built his own place up there. This was 
grandmother's house. I'd say it was the old homestead here. 

Tom: So this is the original house that they built? 

BW: Oh, heaven's no! You should find the picture of the original house. One of them 
anyway, not the original one. Nobody even had a camera at that time. 

Tom: Well, that house has been completely done away with in the meantime? 

BW: Oh, yes! There's a good portion of it incorporated in this place. It was all 
knocked down and whatever was salvaged was put back into this place. 

Tom: How would you describe that house that they had? What did it consist of? 

BW: Oh well, it was just an ordinary settler's shanty or house. What did we have in 
there? We had a kitchen, of course, it was all wood heat. Adjacent to the 
kitchen, a so-called sitting room and a porch out in front or back or whatever you 
want to call it. An upstairs to house kids, one big room. Draperies preferably 
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hung around. 

Tom: So they heated with wood and cooked with wood, had a hand-pump and a well. 

BW: When I came along, it had gone modem by that time. My first recollections of 
the place down here in the early '30s, '32 or thereabouts. They weren't modem. 
They had a hand-pump by the sink, which incidentally I still have, an old cast iron 
sink and a big tank up in the attic. At any rate, we were speaking of the hand
pump in the kitchen and we had the water tank in the attic for some storage water. 
I found out that when I came down to Grandma, I had to behave because if! 
didn't why I got to use that hand-pump for about thirty or sixty strokes to pump 
some more water into that tank upstairs. It was hard pumping with that. It's a 
forced pump, it'd force it up about six feet or thereabouts. For a little guy, that 
was a puffy job! 

Tom: How many gallons did that tank hold? 

BW: Forty. 

Tom: So water ran from that through some plumbing? 

BW: It just ran back down to the pump again and you didn't have to pump again. 
Open the valve on the pump and let it run back out. You didn't have to pump it 
up out of the well. Well, it was convenient! 

Tom: I want to pursue your family but I wonder if you could tell me since you came up 
about the property that we had thought of as the Illinois Resort property. Do you 
have knowledge of that stretch of shoreline? 

BW: Well, to a certain extent. The adjoining property down there to the south and 
west was owned by Frank and Ida Fredrick who moved up here from Barrett. 
They were old-timers. After Klingers moved up, the property as far as I know, 
went directly to people by the name of Carlson, Gust, and Selma Carlson. 

Tom: Were they the developers of the resort? 

BW: Yes, they started the Plainview Beach plat down there and had some little fishing 
shanties. As far as the actual resort is concerned, after they sold out there was 
people by the name of Victor and Fern Albin that bought it. Then it went to 
people by the name of Jack and Fern Horwedell. [Jack had married Fern Albin]. 
That's where the real resort really got going. 

Tom: They upgraded the buildings or built new ones? 

BW: That's right. They upgraded and got some decent boats around. That was about 
the time that they were still fishing the lake. 
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Tom: What were the years that the resort was at its most active, would you say? 

BW: In the '50s. 

Tom: How many cabins would you guess they had? 

BW: Maybe four, I don't recall anymore. I think four cabins. 

Tom: Then that property was divided up and the lots sold to individual homeowners or 
is it still intact? 

BW: No, there's one existing building down there of the old cottages. Another 
building has been erected on the other site. The rest is obliterated. Bulldozed 
out. [The people who owned the property after the Horwedells were Earl and 
Lorraine Anderson. The new buildings that have been built on the remaining 
Anderson property belong to the Andersons' son, Rodney.] 

Tom: So your dad was here and helped establish your family, your grandparents' family 
on this property and he then went to school here at the Lakeview School. Was 
that. ... 

BW: He went to school at the Lakeview School. Evidently he was old enough by the 
time the Lakeview School closed so that he went to high school in Backus. 

Tom: Was that because there was no high school in Hackensack? 

BW: No high school, no. He went to high school in Backus and he stayed with Aaron 
Zaflke's family down there, Aaron, Sr. Remember the big bam on 371 north of 
Backus? That's Aaron Zaflke's old place. My dad roomed and boarded with 
them. I imagine they got enough work out of him to pay for the board and 
everything else. That was common at that time. 

Tom: What would he do when he wasn't going to school? 

BW: Back here at the so-called farm trying to work around the stumps and get rid of 
the stumps. This whole area here was full of white pine stumps. I remember 
even when I came along, I remember those stumps. I remember up there on the 
farm where I grew up, a com crib up there probably held more dynamite than it 
ever did com. 

Tom: Really! 

BW: I grew up using dynamite. 

Tom: Blasting the stumps out. 
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BW: Blasting stumps and rocks. 

Tom: So after he finished high school, what did he do? Did he continue to work here 
or did he ... 

BW: He came right back here from the time he finished high school. People at that 
time, Tom, were trying to make a living from the land and farming was it at the 
time. So, that's why he established the farm up there. He built the house up there 
and over time, two barns and many outbuildings and whatnot. Anyhow, that's 
where he settled and that's what he started out doing, was farming. Farming was 
it! It was a means of existence, subsistence or whatever you want to say. I 
remember I was just a wee lad when he was going to make a fortune raising 
potatoes. We had a wonderful potato crop but unfortunately, the bottom dropped 
out of the market. Potatoes were a nickel a bushel and they weren't worth 
picking. So, in order to utilize the potatoes, hogs came into the picture. We 
started raising pigs. 

Tom: Did he raise pigs plus do the farming? 

BW: It was just a matter ofa few more animals on the farm, that's all. He had sheep 
up there at one time too until the wolves got so bad. Had to get rid of the sheep. 

Tom: What were the wolves like? It's hard to imagine wolves around here? 

BW: Oh, my goodness! I remember them very well as a kid. Howl all night long! 

Tom: Did you see them traveling in packs? 

BW: Dh, yes! 

Tom: In the summer as well as in the winter? 

BW: It didn't make any difference, they were always out there. 

Tom: And I guess there was no way to protect the sheep? 

BW: No, outside of shooting them, scaring them, whatever. They were so 
overwhelming that my dad didn't even fool around anymore. He was not a great 
trapper to begin with so he just sold the sheep and bought some more cows. 

Tom: This would have been in the '20s? 

BW: No, it was the early '30s, late '20s. I remember the sheep very well. 

Tom: You do? 
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BW: Dh, yes. 

Tom: I think of the house up there and the establishment being quite substantial and 
nice. How did he find the resources to build such a nice place? 

BW: [laughs] My dad, Tom, was a very, very strong man. He slaved a lot more than 
some people ever believed and a lot of people were jealous because of what he 
had. He worked constantly and all the time. So that basically was the fruits of his 
labor. Nobody ever gave him anything. In fact, his friend that he roomed and 
boarded with down there, Mr. Aaron Zaflke, wound up as owning the bank in 
Backus. He turned him [Dad] down for a loan for five hundred dollars one time. 
My father was pretty bitter about that. That would have been about 1935 or '36. 
Dad needed five hundred dollars to buy the lakeshore property. 

Tom: Where your cabins were? 

BW: Yes. 

Tom: So how many feet of property? 

BW: Four hundred. 

End of Side 1 Tape 1 

Side 2 Tape 1 

Tom: So from where your cabins were, your property was straight back over to the 
Birch shore? Did he have Birch shoreline, too? 

BW: Right, I still own some of it. 

Tom: Dh, you do. Is that developed now? 

BW: Nope! I haven't wanted to let it go. 

Tom: Tell me about buying the property on Ten Mile. What was your dad thinking 
about at that time? That was depths of the Depression, 1935. 

BW: My dad was a visionary. I wish I could say the same for myself He could foresee 
these things. I say to you, in all sincerity, he could foresee this stuff and it all 
came true. Every bit of it as far as this development around here is concerned. A 
lot of people derided him. I had to admit, after a while, maybe he was right! It's 
going to happen where we will see a tarred road here and a few other things. It all 
came about! Can't stop progress, Tom. 
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Tom: But that is a vision there for him to have that, to realize that when he did, that's 
remarkable! 

BW: He was very fortunate to be associated with a lot of well-educated people out of 
the college at Ames, so on and so forth. They were here and Pa could see things 
developing. 

Tom: Had he gotten acquainted with those folks from Ames, because they were 
summer people? 

BW: Right. He worked with them, he worked for them. They all came to our place 
because they wanted milk and cream to begin with. Basically, these people came 
up out of the agricultural college there in Ames so they hit our place up there 
immediately. From that, things just blossomed. 

Tom: Now, where were these folks staying on the lake, the ones that came to you? 

BW: Oh, my goodness! They were up and down the north shore of Birch Lake and the 
south shore ofTen Mile. See, on Ten Mile we've had, what, four colonies; the 
Chariton colony on the north shore, the Boone colony and the Ames colony. 

Tom: Where was the Ames colony? 

BW: On the south shore of the lake here. 

Tom: Near where your property is? 

BW: Yup! Ames people were on the south shore and well, they were scattered around 
on the north shore, as far as that part is concerned. 

Tom: You were going to mention four colonies? 

BW: Chariton, Boone, Ames. What was the other one? Oh, three - Boone, Ames and 
Chariton. 

Tom: So they got acquainted because they get produce from the farm. 

BW: Sure, produce and labor. Father was a good mechanic, as you know. 

Tom: What sort of work did he start? What was the first sort of thing that he would do? 

BW: He was a carpenter and stonemason, yes. I remember Charlie Stange, Dean 
Stange was Dean of the Veterinary College in Ames and built a place on Birch 
Lake. He in tum sold that to Charlie Murray and Stanges moved to the south 
shore ofTen Mile to the place that the Don Gray family now owns, 
McMannuses'. I know my Dad and Dean Stange were great friends. Fact of the 
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matter is, I think I have Charlie's old hunting coat hanging in the closet. Be that 
as it may, you start with A.D. Irwin and Stange and W.H. Stevenson out of the 
college. The president of the college come up, Friley. Jameson's from the 
clothing store were here. A lot of people. 

Tom: How had your dad acquired the carpentry and stonemason's skills that were so 
important over the years? 

BW: I guess practical application. Somebody had to do the work and of course, one of 
his uncles, one of Grandma Woock's brothers, was a master carpenter and he 
learned a lot from Uncle Herman, a lot of the mechanical things. He really 
blossomed out at the time, I guess, he had me in the hospital in Minneapolis, the 
University. When he was down there for a winter babysitting me, a guy by the 
name ofLum Peterson, an old Swede carpenter, grabbed him by the neck and 
showed him how to do things, including lay-up rock. 

Tom: Around the Minneapolis area? 

BW: Yah. 

Tom: How would he have gotten to know Lum Peterson? 

BW: Oh, through other friends. 

Tom: You were in the hospital at that time? What kept you there? 

BW: Well, it started with Scarlet Fever and I wound up with encephalitis. 

Tom: Yikes! How old were you? 

BW: Oh, I don't know, seven or eight. 

Tom: Did your mom stay here while you were there? 

BW: Yes, we had the farm going, two barns full oflivestock, the chicken coop full, the 
hog house, the whole bit, so .. .1t was a working farm. Yes, she and a hired man 
took care of things. 

Tom: How had your mom and dad met each other? 

BW: They were only across the section here so ... 

Tom: They were neighbors? 

BW: They were neighbors. 
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Tom: Do you remember what year they were married? 

BW: 1923. 

Tom: Were you their first child? 

BW: Yes! 

Tom: You were born in. .. 

BW: 1928. 

Tom: Where did you go to school? 

BW: I spent twelve years in Hackensack. 

Tom: Then did you go to work with your Dad? 

BW: Well, after some time at Bemidji State, yes. We joined forces in 1950. 

Tom: What did you study at Bemidji State? 

'-.,' BW: I can't recall anymore, to tell the truth. Well, it started out as electrical 
engineering and we shifted over to industrial arts, I guess it was called at the time. 
I don't remember. In other words, we got more into woodworking. 

Tom: Tell me more about the development of the cabins over on Ten Mile? 

BW: Which ones? 

Tom: Well, I think ofWoock's Cottages and I think of those being the ones that your 
fiunily owned there and had for rent for so many summers. 

BW: I have some notes on some of this stuff to refresh my memory. Okay, the first 
p1aces were buih, I think, in about 1937. 

Tom: And you built those? 

BW: Ob, yes. My:futher erected every one of them. Toward the end, I helped him on 
some of them. The first one was in '37. There were two more built in '38 for 
C.D. Lee and his :friend, Waldo McDowell, an insurance agent out of Ames. 
Chick Lee, as you recall, is out of the university there. 

Tom: That was for rent to Chick, wasn't it, not for him to own? 

BW: Right! He came along and said, "Build us a p1ace and we'll rent it." So we did. 
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About 1945, we erected two more buildings on the beach and the last one was in 
1949 and we moved one building to make room for one of them that Don Gray 
rented for several years until he bought the Stange property. 

Tom: How many were there all together? 

BW: Six. 

Tom: I imagine that they were all filled up most of the summers. 

BW: Fairly well! 

Tom: Popular place. 

BW: Nice sand beach. Good lake! As you well know. 

Tom: Did you erect any buildings on the Birch Lake property? 

BW: No. 

Tom: None at all? 

BW: Not for ourselves, no. Then of course, in the fall of 1949, we poured the slab and 
floor for the store and that was open for business on Memorial Weekend in 1950. 
I was responsible for that until 1985. 

Tom: How did the store go? Did it turn out to be a good investment of your energy and 
time? 

BW: Dh, well yes! I have no regrets. It reminds me of something once, a fellow told 
me here a while back that he had moved up here and tried to buy into a service 
business and well, after several years, why he gave it up. He says, "Well, I came 
up here to make a living because I like the country but it wound up that I made an 
awful lot of friends but I didn't make any money. So I had to give it up". 
Fortunately as far as we were concerned down there, we made a lot of friends and 
still made sufficient money to pay the taxes. 

Tom: Was the Camp Hillaway an important part of that scene when the store was at its 
peak? What I'm really thinking is, I wonder if the closing of that camp had 
anything to do with ... 

BW: Dh, not really! I guess what I would say is that monetarily, no! But we had a lot 
of fun with the kids. We had a great time with them! 

Tom: Did you part with the store because you just didn't want to have it anymore and 
had other things to do? 
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BW: Tom, the handwriting was on the wall for country stores. They were phasing out. 
A live one came along and wanted it so bad that I just had to sell it. Besides that, 
it was getting under my skin a little bit. I was coming into a fourth generation of 
kids that all knew me and I didn't know any of them. So I figured it was time to 
depart. 

Tom: But it's not as if you lacked for things to do? 

BW: No. Plenty to do, is right. I wasn't getting any younger by that time either and 
neither was Lorraine. We both figured we needed a little bit of time for 
ourselves. Unfortunately, we didn't get all that much time. It was nice to be able 
to get away occasionally. 

Tom: When were you and Lorraine married? 

BW: 1975. 

Tom: How had you met each other? 

BW: I guess we had known each other all our lives. She was a second cousin. She was 
my mother's first cousin. So we used to fight together for years. 

Tom: You decided to make it official. 

BW: We made it official. [laughs] We had a good time! 

Tom: Burton, you have two sisters, am I right? 

BW: Urn hum. 

Tom: They are both younger than you. You didn't have a brother? 

BW: No, there was just the three of us. 

Tom: What I'm really interested in is your insight into the way things developed around 
the lake. Your cabins must have been among the early cabins to be built along 
the south shore. Would that be true? 

BW: Well, yes. They were right in among ... There were only ... First we started with 
Kenfield, Pinewood and the Illinois Resort down here and Baker's Pebble Beach 
had a couple cabins there and our place, they were the only ones on the south 
shore. Camp Iowa was on the north shore. That was it. Oh, over on Long Bay, 
... I want to say Journey's End, but that isn't right. 

Tom: Was it Happiness? 
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BW: Happiness Lodge was there then. Leon LeClair had built that about that same 
period. 

Tom: Was there any activity on the Island? 

BW: Now we are going back a little farther. We have the Island that was going in the 
'20s and early '30s, Klose to Nature Kamp and Anna Mae Robinson ran that. 
After the main lodge burned down, why that kind of petered out. Then directly 
after the war, people by the name of Leonard Mersch and a fellow by the name of 
Owen Huseman bought that. Tried to resurrect the thing out there as a resort. It 
never got off the ground until Brandts bought it. That was the end of the so-called 
resort. Another old resort, Bill Egan's Call of the Wild, was between Hillaway 
and F ernhurst. 

Tom: Between Hillaway and Fernhurst? Whose property would that be now? 

BW: Well, Hillaway bought it. 

Tom: That's a new one on me. I'd never heard of Call of the Wild. 

BW: I have a note on that somewhere. Hillaway, seems to me, started about 1930 
and it was erected and started by Helen Hill and Louise Laraway Yeager. I recall 
they had about twenty-five to thirty-five girls at the camp, all in uniform, by the 
way. 

Tom: No kidding! 

BW: Dh, yes, all in uniform. In that period in the late '30s, they purchased Bill Egan's 
Call of the Wild Resort, which is to the west. 

Tom: How much land or property did the original Hillaway consist of! 

BW: Forty-five acres. It was government lots. Probably two government lots because 
they owned land between both Birch and Ten Mile. They owned the whole thing 
in there where the road goes around and you can see Birch Lake. They owned 
everything between the two lakes there at one time, clear up to their driveway. 
They bought the old resort from Eagen and incorporated that into the camp. By 
about that time, they hired Walt Prince as a caretaker and he moved in down there 
in Call of the Wild and lived on there for several years. 

Tom: Was his house part of the Call of the Wild establishment at that time? 

BW: Yup! It was the old, what they called, the ranch house down there. The first one 
got knocked down. Prince's lived there, yes. I suppose they were there for ten 
years. 
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Tom: They were there for a long time when we were there. We knew Walter. 

BW: You know where Willy's house is, that fence line up there was the west line of 
Call of the Wild. Actually, it shouldn't have been but... 

Tom: Why do you say that? 

BW: Well, that's where the fence line was but it actually wasn't the survey line. The 
girls talked Padgett out of several hundred feet of lakeshore there. Padgett 
wouldn't fight it. I don't know why but lakeshore wasn't that expensive then. 
She didn't want to get into any controversy, I guess. 

Tom: Tell me what you remember of Florence Padgett. 

End of Side two, tape 1 

Beginning Side 1 of Tape 2 

BW: Yes, I remember dear Florence quite well. I know for various reasons, you're 
interested and I can see Florence yet. [laughs] A very nervous and fretful person! 
I won't say anything more about that but at any rate, she was a good-hearted soul. 
She originally, about the same time that Helen Hill and Louise Laraway were 
organizing Hillaway, Florence was thinking along the same lines and she had 
several girls at her original place. 

Tom: Is that now the Bryngleson's cabin? 

BW: That's the Bryngleson cabin. Yes, Larry Bryngleson's place. I don't know how 
many girls she had there, I presume a half a dozen. Then she invested in 
Fernhurst. 

Tom: Did she name that? 

BW: Yes, she named that. Everybody scratched their head. It still carries the name. 
At any rate, I'm just a little bit hazy on the erection of things down there. I know 
she had an old boyfriend by the name of Rudy Libby that was engineering all this 
stuff. I think as far as the main building down there, that big log building I think 
they probably had the Holmbergs up to build that. 

Tom: Hallbergs? 

BW: Holmbergs from east of Hackensack. I think they were the ones that erected it. 
As far as the other cabins, including the ones that you have, it has had so many 
people working on those all of the years, including myself, that's lost in antiquity. 
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Tom: Your dad didn't have anything to do with building those, is that true? 

BW: No, as far as I know, he wasn't on construction of any of them. We were down 
there and moved several of them around. I'd say, we'd beat the tar out of most of 
them. I guess probably the only one that we ever really erected out of the whole 
batch down there was the boathouse for Borre's and Willie [Miss Wilson]. 

Tom: You doubled the size of it, in fact. I think you moved it out from across the road 
out to the lake. 

BW: I've forgotten anymore. There were several shanties down there that we pulled 
together. The IdstromlDahlstrom cabin used to set directly behind portions of 
the Dahlstrom Go-between. Between your place and the Go-between. 

Tom: Really! Must have been before we got there. 

BW: We picked that up and moved it over to the present location of the Idstrom cabin 
and all it was was a wood shed and it's grown ever since. 

Tom: Was that really its purpose, a wood shed? 

BW: That's what it was. 

Tom: I've heard it referred to as a bathhouse. 

BW: Bathhouse or wood shed, whatever. It contained mostly wood. That was the 
origin of that. 

Tom: That's new to me. I didn't know that. 

BW: Now those trees have grown in fifty years. 

Tom: I'm trying to picture where that would have been because, you know, the wetland 
begins back behind our places, fairly close. 

BW: Situated between the two buildings there and the road. It blocked out everything! 
So your house has grown considerably, too, since the original. Never none of 
them have been any great size. 

Tom: I don't think they were built to last seventy years, either, and used the way they 
are being used now. 

BW: No, they weren't built for what they are being used for now, no. They were built 
for dormitories, so to speak or some sort of housing for a girls' camp. It just 
never got off the ground. 
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Tom: Do you have insight as to why it didn't get off the ground? 

BW: Not really. By the time all this stuffwas done, we were in the throes ofWWII. 
Rudy Libby died and Florence was lost without him and she, well ... she was no 
spring chicken anymore, either. In fact, I think that by that time was probably 
about the age of sixty-five or thereabouts. She didn't have any business trying to 
run a girls' camp. About the same thing happened with Hill and Yeager. Helen 
Hill, I think, was quite a little older than Louise. Louise's husband was in the 
Navy and she was pretty jittery over that so it's basically the reason that Hill-a
Way was sold at the time. I know that Helen was Dean of Women at St. Cloud. I 
know that she was still teaching school down there, still Dean of Women when 
my younger sister graduated from St. Cloud. Shortly after that, she 
died. Time moves along! 

Tom: Sure does. You think Rudy Libby died in the war or unrelated to that? 

BW: No, Rudy, as far as I was concerned and of course, I was just a kid, was always an 
old man. No, I think it was natural causes. 

Tom: I've heard it said that he abandoned her? 

BW: Well, ifhe did it was probably for a good cause! [laughs] 

Tom: I don't know. I don't have any chapter and verse on that. 

BW: Well, she could get to be quite overbearing. At any rate, they parted company 
somehow. 

Tom: Well, I can remember your bringing ice to our cabin when I was five or six, seven 
or eight maybe. I don't remember that you were driving a horse-drawn wagon at 
that time, a pickup truck I think. 

BW: I don't think so, Tom. In fact, I know I didn't. I don't have a note on that. If! 
don't write so much stuffnow anymore but somebody'll nail me on it. I started 
delivering milk and ice on my own in about' 43. That's when I was first able to 
have a driver's license. I took over that chore from various cousins and hired men 
and what not that we had around the place. Started about five-thirty in the 
morning, milked the cows and bottled and chilled the milk and dig out ice and 
wash the ice, load the truck, go and have breakfast and try to get on the road by 
eight 0' clock and get back by noon or shortly after and get back in the field and 
work in the hay or plow corn or whatever was necessary. Just a way oflife. 

Tom: Did you work like that until sundown on a typical day? 

BW: Sure. We didn't have daylight savings time. 
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Tom: Was there any time left for anything besides work? 

BW: Oh, well, yah. We rode down from the farm down here to go swimming. Time to 
clean up and go back home and go to bed. 

Tom: Yah. 

BW: No, there wasn't much time left, Tom. Those were busy times, busy days. 

Tom: Did things lighten up at all in the wintertime? 

BW: Not really. We still had all the livestock plus the fact that you had to buck the 
snow. Wintertime occupations have shifted gears a little bit. We had to get out in 
the woods and make firewood for another year. Ifwe had the time, why we'd cut 
some pulp or some logs for cash money. Then, of course, there was always a 
month or six weeks spent putting up ice. 

Tom: Tell me about that. 

BW: My goodness, it was not easy. First years, we used to pull up ice on Birch Lake 
basically out in front of where Shady Shores Resort is right now. We went on the 
lake right down in the bend of the road. During the dry years, Birch Lake got so 
weedy that the ice was not clear enough so we started cutting ice on Ten Mile on 
just across the road from this house. We'd wait until it got to be about twelve 
inches thick and then we would go out and build a dock out there. 

Tom: On the ice? 

BW: On the ice, yes. Poke holes in the ice and set posts so we could erect the platform 
for a loading dock with chute in the lake. 

Tom: Was the dock wide enough to get a vehicle out on? 

BW: No, the dock was built up so you'd slide the ice off onto the vehicle. It had a 
chute from the water up onto the dock. In the early days, we used a horse to 
snatch the ice out of the water up onto the dock. Generally, we cut them in 
blocks of three. Twenty-four inches square or thereabouts. The depth varied 
from a foot to two or three feet. Then you slide them up onto the dock and from 
there onto whatever vehicle they had to transport with. Originally, it was just a 
bobsled and horses. Then we acquired an old beat-up truck that we used. We'd 
been better off with the horses, I think, it took more time to keep the truck 
running. Uncle Ed was a good mechanic and he liked to drive the truck and keep 
that going. 

Tom: How did you cut the ice? 
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BW: We had a power saw, circle saw, that we scored the ice with first. We'd cut about 
twelve inches deep, score a field of twenty-four inch blocks. Then we'd take a 
hand saw and cut it into strips of three and crack off each of them and float it up 
and snatch it up on the dock. 

Tom: The power saw, was it gasoline? 

BW: Yes. It was an old Model T engine and frame with a circle saw mounted on it. 
We could raise it or drop it down on the ice and pull it along until we were done 
with the scoring, back it up. The first one we had was on runners and the last one 
we had, we got smart and used rubber tires under it so it rolled easier. Easier to 
handle. 

Tom: That saw would cut all the way through the ice? 

BW: No, no. You never wanted to cut all the way through it. It defeats the purpose. 

Tom: Why would that defeat the purpose? 

BW: It would freeze up immediately. We just wanted to score a field of ice probably 
fifty by fifty feet square, in two-foot blocks. Then we'd could take a chisel and 
block off whatever area we didn't want to get flooded and then take a hand saw 
and nip that six inches or whatever was left on the bottom. As I say, we'd cut it 
into blocks of three and crack them off with a chisel. 

Tom: When you had completed that job, did you have a fifty-foot square open water 
there? 

BW: Sure. 

Tom: But there was no question of you being supported on the ice? 

BW: No. 

Tom: Even with the opening there? 

BW: After all, I haven't been able to walk on the water yet? Couldn't do it then either. 

Tom: Would a fifty-foot square field provide you with all the ice you needed in a 
season. 

BW: Heavens no! I'm just talking about maybe a day's work. 

Tom: You'd have to do many of those? You'd go on for six weeks or so? 

BW: Depending on the wind and the weather. We could be blown off the lake for a 
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week. So whenever the weather abated and we could get back out there, why 
we'd go back at it again. 

Tom: Well, I remember you furnished us with ice. Did you have a lot of customers? 
Was the bulk of it sold to customers or did you use a lot of it yourselves? 

BW: We didn't use all that much ourselves, no. The bulk of it was put up for sale. I 
guess, probably, we put up about two hundred tons for sale and our own use. 
Then we filled what ... oh, about ten other smaller icehouses. 

Tom: On other people's property? 

BW: Urn hum. 

Tom: I remember your icehouse. Does that still exist? 

BW: No. That's long gone! 

Tom: Where did the sawdust come from that insulated the ice? 

BW: Any sawmill. I guess probably the bulk of ours came from the mill at Hackensack 
Lumber Company. 

Tom: Do you remember when electricity came? 

BW: I sure do! 

Tom: When was that? 

BW: We got our yard pole planted in 1940. 

Tom: What sort of changes did that bring? 

BW: Well, quite a few. For one thing, it gave us a sure and constant supply of water 
for the livestock. The old gasoline engine was about kaput! So that was one of 
the first things that went in, the electric motor on a pump-jack so we could pump 
water for the livestock. We thought we were in heaven with a light bulb hanging 
off the ceiling in every room after all kinds of kerosene lamps and candles. Of 
course you have to realize, we were right in the middle of a war. We acquired an 
electric refrigerator somehow. We didn't have to worry about emptying the pan 
under the icebox anymore. I don't think it kept the food any better. Yes, that was 
a big change! We would not have had power at our place. That was the end of 
the line in 1941, but I think they put our yard pole in probably in October and the 
war started in December. The Minnesota Utility Company out of Pine River were 
doing the work at the time. They didn't want to come any farther than I think 
Shady Shores. My dad happened to be building the original Crabb cabin at the 
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time. The Investor's Syndicate owned Minnesota Utility Company, so about 
three days after dad talked to Earl, why they were up there wondering where we 
wanted the yard pole, so sometimes it pays to know somebody. 

Tom: Oh, for heavens sake! 

BW: Besides the fact that they were out there soliciting his help to get signatures for 
participants. Everybody didn't want. .. 

Tom: Didn't want to sign it? 

BW: No, not at the time, it cost money. We were the end of the line until after the war. 
They didn't extend the line until, I think, 1947. 

Tom: I recall my dad coming up here with Lynn Idstrom and a friend ofLynn's who 
was an electrician and them wiring our cabins. At least putting some wiring in. 
The year that sticks in my head was 1946. 

BW: That's possible. It wasn't until after the war was over that they extended the line, 
I know that. 

Tom: How far would they have extended it then? 

BW: They came as far as Illinois Resort. Put the stub down to Fernhurst. Down there 
just about the time that Ross Baker was over on Pebble Beach, the line branched 
back of where Benbrook is now. Still does, for that matter. 

Tom: So your dad built Earl Crabb's cabin? 

BW: Yah! 

Tom: What other cabins did he build around the lake? Too many to count? 

BW: Oh, my goodness, Tom. Oh, we'll go down the line, see, we'll start with Hughes 
and Taylors which is where Sam Fahr is now. 

Tom: Hughes and Taylor, they were from Iowa? 

BW: A.D. Irwin or the one which is next door, Wall's, now it's owned by the Fahrs 
daughter, Stange's, W.H.Stevenson's. The next one was Jameson's, Dad built 
that in 1934. He built two buildings for Clara Moore on Ten Mile about 1932. 
He skipped over to Hub Garbisch's place, that was probably built in about 1933 
and that stood there alone for a long while until Dick married Marge and Crabbs 
got in the picture in the '40s. Dad built that place, I think, about 1938. I know 
the building was erected before it was ever wired. 
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c., Tom: Which building would that be? 

BW: The one that Dick is in right now. That was the original Crabb house. The one 
next door was another built for Earl after Dick and Marge bought out Earl, why 
they had another one erected. Worked on so many of them, Dave Anderson's up 
there, of course, which by the way is my grandfather and grandmother's old 
homestead on Ten Mile, my mother's side. I know he and Oscar Bostrom worked 
on F.F. Murray's place down there. 

End of Side 1 Tape 2 

Begin Side 2 Tape 2 

BW: There's not a building on Hillaway or Fernhurst that I haven't been into or 
erected. The original buildings at Hillaway, the main lodge, nurse's house, 
Tree-tops, Biddy's cabin, the art house Lum Peterson and Dad built. That was 
where Dad got to know Lum Peterson, through Hillaway. 

Tom: You joined forces with your dad you were saying and I recall one of your 
specialties was plumbing. Didn't you also do electricity for a while? 

BW: Well, yes, I worked at that for about twenty years. We were general contractors 
and my responsibility was mechanical, basically. Whenever there was nothing to 
do by way of piping of some other maneuvering around with wiring or whatever, 
why I got to grab a hammer and help everybody else. I was able to work at it all 
the way up. 

Tom: Did you learn by doing or did you ever get any special training in those skills or 
learn from your dad? 

BW: Oh, mostly by doing. I've had courses in lots of things. 

Tom: Did you give up electricity? 

BW: Well, yes. When Dad got sick and there were too many irons in the fire and I just 
had to start easing off on some of the stuff. That electricity was one of them 
[reasons]. Finally, after he was gone, I wound up our commitments in the 
building erection and stuck entirely to plumbing then. It's about twenty-five 
years at that, too. 

Tom: What year did your dad die? 

BW: 1972. 

Tom: That's almost thirty years ago. 
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BW: Urn hum. 

Tom: I think you guys built the Bagley cabin? 

BW: Ohyes! 

Tom: And Harry Johnson's cabin. 

BW: Yes. 

Tom: Maybe the Benbrook's cabin. 

BW: Yup! Bagley's and Johnson's were built in '48. They were built at the same 
time. Benbrook's a year or two later. About 1950, I think. 

Tom: Do you have much knowledge of Ross Baker's Pebble Beach operation? 

BW: Not much! 

Tom: Do you remember where he came from? 

BW: Yes, Ross came up here out of Macomb, Illinois. He and his wife and kids. As 
far as resort business and trying to make a living is concerned, that was a lost 
cause to begin with. That was a dream that a lot of these servicemen had when 
they came back. Ross was one of them. He was a navy man. He was going to 
come up here and spend his time fishing and renting cabins and living real well. 
So he wound up working for us. He started out and somehow or another he 
bought the Comer Store down in Backus and ran that for a long, long time. 
Somewhere along the line he became deputy sheriff He was deputy sheriff here 
in Cass County for quite a while. Then he and his wife divorced. The last I heard 
of Ross, he had moved down around the Cities somewhere, Chanhassen or some 
place. He's been dead for quite a while. 

Tom: Did he build any of the buildings on the Pebble Beach property? 

BW: Built all of them. All that he sold, anyway except for the old house they were 
living in. While he was working for us, we were down there and erected one, 
two, three, that I know of. 

Tom: But the house he was living in had been there before he got there? 

BW: Well, yah. See originally that whole property from Fernhurst all the way out to 
the comer here belonged to John Foreman. That was Foreman's sheep ranch. 
That old building that Ross was living in and Burwell has yet, was a sheep shed. 

Tom: Oh? 
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BW: John's sheep shed. At one time, this was all fenced in for sheep pasture. 

Tom: Was it open land, it had been logged off? 

BW: It had been logged off. 

Tom: So the sheep were foraging among the white pine stumps. So what we think of as 
the woods there now is really recent forest. 

BW: It's all grown within the last seventy years. 

Tom: At one time, that was all white pine. Do you have memories of how things 
looked when there was white pine? 

BW: No, it was gone before my time. It was logged offbefore my dad ever got here, 
this country. When they came all they had here was acreage of stumps. Well, I 
do remember I used to be able to look out the window up there at the farmhouse 
and look right down here and if Grandma wanted anything, she'd put a lamp in 
the window. 

Tom: You could see straight down here, clear view. Didn't you or your dad plant some 
of those pine stands that are between here and the house. 

BW: Everything you see has been planted outside of the aspen and underbrush. 
Basically, all the pine has been planted. All the stuff around here, Lorraine 
planted. My grandmother planted half a dozen spruce trees out here by the old 
well. All these pines around the perimeter out here are seedlings from the 
originals. 

Tom: What more can you tell about John Forseman? 

BW: Not a great deal! One of the original old-timers around here and wound up in 
Hackensack. He ran a meat market in Hackensack in the building that's kitty
corner across the street on Main Street there from the post office now. Brick 
building on the corner. It's been the Gambles Store and various other things. I 
don't know what it is now. 

Tom: Deb's Deli. [laughter] 

BW: At any rate ... Arnie Anderson was in there one time. Of course, he's been in a lot 
of places. It used to be a Gambles store and Jim Mier was in there for a time 
trying to run a hardware store. 

Tom: Would Forseman's sheep operation have been threatened by the wolves? 
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BW: I think that's what wiped him out. I'll never forget one night my dad and I were 
in a bobsled going across country to one of the neighbors and we were coming 
back home and we ran into a whole pack of them out in the fields. We had a fast 
ride home! 

Tom: I was going to say, did they threaten you? Were they a threat to people? 

BW: No, what happened as I recall is a calf or sheep or something had died and they 
guys had hauled it out in the field and dropped it and a whole pack of wolves 
were working on that and we drove a little too close to them. I don't know who 
was more scared, the wolves or the horses but I know we had a fast ride home. 
As I said before, I remember hearing the things [wolves] all night long. These 
were coyotes. Really never saw any evidence of any timber wolves around to 
speak of until the last few years, I've seen timber wolves around. At least one a 
year, sometimes two or three. But they are here. 

Tom: I've never seen one. 

BW: They're here. I've seen them and the tracks. They are big! 

Tom: The wolves you speak of that threatened the sheep, were they coyotes? 

BW: Yah, called brush wolves, gray wolves. 

Tom: Burton, tell me more about your mother's family? 

BW: Well, let's see, Grandpa Dick came from Ferkingstad, which is by Stavanger. 
My grandmother came from Mosvick which is on the north end of the Trondhiem 
Fjord. So they were both born in the old country. My grandmother's people 
came to Minnesota and lit out to the Red River Valley up by Halstead. Her dad 
moved into Nary and the other brother, Lorentz, went to Saskatchewan so I 
have all kinds of cousins all over Canada. I'll be up seeing them this fall for a 
family reunion. My grandmother's family live at Nary and my great-grandmother 
is buried at Malvik Church and a great aunt [is] up there too in the Malvik church 
yard. How she and Grandpa got together, I don't know, but that is quite a 
Norwegian settlement up there between Bemidji, Laporte and Guthrie. So they 
got married and moved to Lothrop and from there to Hackensack. After we got 
the old bank building in Hackensack some years back, I started reading the 
abstract one day and found out that Grandpa owned the land that the bank 
building is on. 

Tom: Is that building still in existence? 

BW: Yes, now it's the insurance agency right now. It's the old post office right on the 
comer right beside the barbershop. That's the old Hackensack State Bank. 
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Tom: Did you say you bought that or your family bought that? 

BW: Well, my Grandad Ness owned the property at one time. The original plat of 
Hackensack. Run a saloon there. 

Tom: Oh really? 

BW: Yah! 

Tom: What year would that have been? 

BW: [laughs] I don't remember. Well, that should have been about 1903-'04-'05 
because they moved to Ten Mile in 1907. They moved to Ten Mile and erected a 
house down there just between Dave Anderson's house is now and the county 
road. That has since burned down. Grandpa drowned in Birch Lake. He left 
Grandma and three little girls there. I know my mother was only about six years 
old. She was going to school at the Linneberg School at that time. The Linneberg 
School was just across the Boy River, right beside the bridge down there beside 
where that new little building is back in there now. The old school house forty. 
At any rate, about a year later Grandma married one of Victor Martin's brothers 
and moved over to Birch Lake with the family. 

Tom: So she is the lady I knew as Mrs. Martin from whom we would buy a pie. They 
were farming, is that what they did? 

BW: Oh well, yes, kind of I guess you'd call it farming. They existed, one way or the 
other with a horse or ox or whatever. Pick up whatever odds and ends of work 
that was possible. 

Tom: Is there a relationship between your grandmother's husband and Fred Martin. 

BW: It would be Fred's uncle. 

Tom: Well, this has been fascinating and I'm sure there's a lot more that you remember 
about things and I'm wondering if there is anything you'd particularly like to say 
with regard to the history of our area here that you think might be especially 
interesting and valuable. You have seen a lot of change. 

BW: Well, probably more than I'd like to admit to. [laughs] But I will say, I remember 
when my dad was building IC. Thompson's place over on the north side of the 
lake, the place that Hagen's are in right now. IC. was president of Northwest 
Bank Corporation and he was at the extreme end of the road up there at that time. 
The only way they could get to the place was go clear up to the Shingobee Bridge 
and come back down. 

Tom: What road would that be today? 
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BW: Oh, it's still there today. Instead offollowing #71, you take old #19 up to the 
Shingobee Bridge and then come back to Ten Mile. The Shingobee Road and 
back past Bachelor's Field. The road didn't go across the swamp then either. It 
went round the edge of the field and followed the lake around all the way around. 
It followed the ledge between the lake and the high hill, followed the ledge 
between Charlie Rowe's and Code Shelton's, Ikenberry'S, Siqveland's and all 
those people over there. Everything else over there on the top of the hill is all 
new. That was put in in WP A time or shortly after. 

Tom: The road was? 

BW: Yah! 

Tom: So you remember going over there to ... 

BW: Yah, I probably have some pictures around here of it, matter offact. A lot of the 
time we just went across the lake in a boat. Heck, I remember doing that. The 
roads were so horrible and back about 1947 or '48, we motored across the lake 
from here across to Ollie Cochran's. We spent most of our travel time in a boat. 

Tom: How did you get materials in to ... 

BW: Oh, we met the lumber company coming around. They came around from 
Walker down old 19, the Shingobee Road, down that way or if it came from 
Hackensack, they had to go up and come around and down. It depended upon the 
shape of the road or how bad it was. 

Tom: Do you have any sense that being in the Mississippi watershed ever had much of 
an impact one way or the other on your life, your family's life, or life around 
here? Was the River at all important? 

BW: As far as the Mississippi, per se, is concerned, no it didn't amount to a heck of a 
lot as far as we were concerned. Of course, the watershed has been our whole 
life. Made our living in it and I must say, a reasonably good living because of it. 
Because of the watersheds and ponds. 

Tom: What can you recall about water levels in your lifetime? 

BW: Well, I remember the dry '30s. The Boy River didn't run at all, either out ofTen 
Mile or out of Birch Lake. As far as the beach down here is concerned, you could 
walk out there probably two or three hundred feet before you found water. 

Tom: The beach down where your property is here? 

BW: Right here. 
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Tom: Really! Two or three hundred feet! That would be dramatic to see it that way. 
How long did that go on? 

BW: That's my first remembrance of it and then the water started rising again. It 
started raining. It rained and rained and by and by, it rained some more. We were 
just burned out around here. I recall distinctly when the River started running 
again. We were teenagers and in school in Hackensack in the time and all of a 
sudden somebody said, "Hey, the suckers are running and going underneath the 
railroad tracks", so everybody had to run down there. Sure enough, the crick had 
started running out of Birch Lake. That was back in about, I suppose, '42 or '43. 

Tom: Well, that's interesting because we came in '40, I think it was, and I have 
recollections of a real wide beach in front of our place which we no longer [have]. 
We haven't had that for a long, long time. 

BW: You haven't had it for fifty years. Well, the same thing exists down there where 
our cottages were. There used to be a lakeshore pass down there and it went right 
through our property and right down out to the beach. We walked on the water 
line which was fifty to one hundred feet further out than presently. As a matter 
of fact, when my dad built Hub (lI.F.) Garbisch's place down there, he erected a 
boat house down there where he thought the high water mark was, and I think it 
was about 1948, thereabouts, when he had to go down there and knock the 
fireplace out of the boathouse, jack it up, and move it back about two hundred 
feet. 

Tom: Two hundred feet? It's not right on the water now, is it? 

BW: He moved it back far enough so it wouldn't get full of water. He wasn't worrying 
at that time about boats anymore. It was for living quarters more than anything 
else. Some of the other ones are right down there, lapping water. Hub's, he had 
pulled back, didn't want to build another fireplace. 

Tom: Do you have memories of the history of the Birch Lake Dam, the outlet structure 
over there by Otie Schmeig's? 

BW: No, not really. Pretty much the same as it is now as far as I'm concerned. It was 
the same when water first started run out of it, to my knowledge back in the early 
'40s. 

Tom: You had your cabins over there on the south shore. You sold them all now, I 
guess? When did that happen? 

BW: Gosh, 

End of Tape 2 Side 2 

Page 29 of 36 

Miss
iss

ipp
i H

ea
dw

ate
rs 

Boa
rd 

Oral
 H

ist
ory

 P
roj

ec
t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



Mississippi Headwaters Oral History Project -- OH File # 027 
Final Draft of Interview held July 18, 2000 

Begin Tape 3 Side 1 

Tom: Were you going to say you leased them? 

BW: Yes, I don't even remember without looking up some old papers when we started 
that. I guess it doesn't really make much difference. It got to the point where we 
were trying to get my mother out from under the thing that she had to be 
responsible for going down there and cleaning up after everybody all the time and 
they thought that everything had to be ship-shape. Anyhow, we drew up lease 
agreements basically for most of the parties that are there right now, originally, 
outside of Crabb's. Bob Crabb leased for a while. Then people by the name of 
Kaiser took over his cabin. Anyhow, I think that we leased those things up until 
about 1990 or thereabouts. 

Tom: Would that have been a whole year lease or seasonal lease? 

BW: Seasonal, yes. 

Tom: So you didn't have a lot of different renters coming in? 

BW: No, we had no other people there. They had their own fixtures, basically their 
own household goods and what not. About, I think, 1990 we sold the place to 
the individual people. They set up a corporation, Sunset Beach Corporation, or 
whatever it was and bought the whole resort. 

Tom: The people who had been leasing? Do they now own it as a corporation? 

BW: Right! 

Tom: They have some common interests presumably. 

BW: Right! Common water and sewer. Garbage. 

Tom: So is there one septic system that serves that complex? 

BW: Serves the six [cabins]. 

Tom: One water system? 

BW: Yah, it was one of the first ever done in Cass County. People up in Walker 
thought we were crazy. 

Tom: Why would they think that? 

BW: Well, it had never done before, Tom. 
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Tom: So I imagine you had a lot of hoops to jump through. 

BW: Urn, yes, a lot of head-scratching going on. After about ten years they had to 
admit that it worked so they were advising other people to do it. This is the way 
to go! They had to have a group see if we can't organize a communal thing. 
They just finished one on the north shore. 

Tom: A pretty elaborate one, too. 

BW: That's much more so than what we put in, of course, but then ours works. I must 
say, basically, it has been very economical, too. Think of all the years I spent 
operating down there, it probably cost what, $700 or thereabouts for some new 
lift pumps. Outside of that, just a few little corrections where pipes sagged and 
broke but nothing drastic. 

Tom: Do you have any recollections of the Pinewood Resort? How that came to be? 

BW: Yes, originally it was started by people by the name of McGrath. Now I believe 
there were two, I may be wrong on this but I believe there were two old-maid 
sisters that started that resort down there. The next people in there, the people 
that bought it were by the name of Herman Sieber, then Hieuck, Janet and Henry. 
Henry is dead and Janet is still alive. One of the boys is a big-time electrical 
contractor around the Twin Cities area someplace. At any rate, the place now is 
owned by Withams, Jim Witham's son. 

T om: How far does that date back to, would you guess? 

BW: Oh, about probably 1930's. 

Tom: Is it true that now people have some sort ofa leasing arrangement on those 
places? 

BW: That's what I understand. 

Tom: So like you did? 

BW: Yah, between the condo owners, or whatever you want to call them and the 
Withams. This particular Witham family that is involved now run a Ford 
dealership down in Iowa. Gosh, I've been there, both places, I can't remember if 
it's Dubuque, Cedar Rapids, or over on the east side of Iowa there someplace. I 
should remember, I have relatives living in town. At any rate, money didn't seem 
to be much object. This particular person's father was an old friend of ours, as far 
as that part is concerned, he was the brother of one of the former owner of 
Hackensack Lumber Company. He was of that family. In fact, Jim Witham was 
a high school teacher in Hackensack and then he moved from Hackensack to 
Mankato and wound up at Mankato State College as a professor and a coach 
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down there. He finally got back up here to Hackensack and bought Pinewood. 

Tom: What are your memories of Kenfield Bay? What's happened over there? 

BW: [laughs] Kenfield Lodge was, I can't tell you exactly when it started but it was 
back in the '20s. That originated by a man by the name ofField Eldridge and a 
guy by the name of Kenneth Wright. Ken Wright was a photographer out of St. 
Paul and I don't know what Eldridge did at the time, but he wound up as the 
originator of the Hilex Company. Eldridge married one of the local girls here, 
one of the Fredrick girls. I also had an uncle, a partner of Wright's, that had a 
cabin down there in the early days by the name of Jim Gorham. It was going 
strong in the '20s and early '30s. I can remember the old lodge down there when 
I was a kid. We used to go down there and they had some children that were 
our age. We were roaring around together in the old lodge. At the time, of 
course, there was no electricity and the only water source was a spring out in the 
yard. They had it rocked up and you'd set a bucket in there for a half an hour and 
you'd get a bucket of water. They had a cookhouse down there and a couple of 
little shanties for guests. 

Tom: Was the attraction for guests the fishing? 

BW: Basically. 

Tom: What led to the demise of that lodge? 

BW: [laughs] Divorces mainly. Families fell apart. For one thing, Eldridge's moved 
from St. Paul to Wisconsin and got the Hilex thing going and then they wound up 
down in Dallas. We hardly ever saw any of them after that. I don't think Hook 
or Field was ever back here again. 

Tom: Well, it's long since passed from their hands, I presume. 

BW: Yah, there have been two or three owners on that place down there, too. This last 
bunch of people down there, I don't know, run it completely into the ground. 

Tom: It certainly from outward appearances, it like there's not much happening there. 
It's sort of run down. 

BW: Nope, Peawick's never did much to establish any kind of clientele. They just 
couldn't, didn't have the personality for it to begin with. Didn't keep anything 
up. Moved a couple of old, if you could believe it, a couple of old army barracks 
in there and tried to make something out of them. Absolutely nuts! In the first 
place, there is no beach or anything there. I remember being down there as a kid. 
As I say, my uncle and aunt had a nice cabin down there at one time. It is since 
demolished and long gone. They wouldn't let us go in the water unless they had a 
tether on us because if you step out there too far, you just go way up to here. 
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Tom: In the '30s, the dry '30s, what was it like down there? 

BW: That's what I'm talking about. 

Tom: It was like quicksand? 

BW: It was quicksand. 

Tom: I suppose because there's so many springs in there. 

BW: That whole bay area is all springs. As I was saying, that was their only water 
source. There happened to be a spring that they worked up on the bank. Rocked 
up a little bit so they could put a pail in there. 

Tom: Well, I wonder what will become of that property? 

BW: Well, I don't know if these people own it or if the county owns it? Somewhere in 
between. 

Tom: What is your assessment of the fishing on Ten Mile over the time you've been 
aware of it. 

BW: I could show you some pictures about what fishing used to be like in my lifetime, 
of course, that goes back seventy years and plus two. We have pictures around 
here with a clothesline set up for about twelve feet or so and half a dozen guys 
standing there with their cigars and moustaches and fishing rods, and it's all full 
of northerns. I don't think there's a northern on those lines under probably eight 
pounds upwards. 

Tom: What do you think has happened to the fishing? 

BW: Well, they fished it out. 

Tom: That's the reason? 

BW: Sure, they fished it out, Tom. It's the same as they did on Upper and Lower Red 
Lake. We are not in the southern layer of states, say in Arkansas and Mississippi, 
where the fish grow year round. Up here, they have a dormant period. They just 
don't recover that fast, they can't. No. They shut the fisheries down entirely up 
in Red Lake. They are just now starting to come back a little bit. They run some 
tests up there and found out that after they quit commercial fishing on it, why 
they're starting to get a few fish back in there. I have a cousin that has a place up 
above Regina up in the Q' Apple Valley and the lake is seventy-five miles long 
and about two miles wide and he tells about commercial fishing. He was right 
among them, helping them. He has a hard time going out there now all week long 
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to get a mess offish to eat on Sunday or Friday, or whatever day he can catch 
enough. He knows where fish are supposed to be, he spent the last forty years on 
the lake. They fished that out. No, he used to fish twelve months out of the year 
up there. Wintertime was even easier, run the nets underneath the ice. Get 
right out there and didn't have to haul them so far. It's possible to fish them out. 
The fish went somewhere and they just haven't recovered. Since that time, 
fishing pressure has increased. The time I'm talking about, if you could find four 
boats on the lake at anyone time, you knew one of them was Rollie Buck, 
probably one of the Bostroms. There were not that many people out there fishing. 

Tom: Were the Bostroms contemporaries of your family? 

BW: Yah. 

Tom: Were they primarily farming? 

BW: Farming, logging, whatever to scratch a living together, same as the rest of us. 
I wish Tiny were here. She could tell you a little more on that. Bob Thomas, 
which would have been Albert's dad and Ole Bostrom; Oscar, Dad, and Pete and 
Anton Linneberg. Dick Ness, my granddad and Dick Long used to be up on Long 
Bay. They were original settlers on the east end of the lake. 

Tom: They came thinking that farming would be the way they would survive. 

BW: Well, they came from the old country. There was water and there was fish. My 
goodness, we don't have near the rocks we had in the old country, so I can do 
something with it. The climate is very similar. 

Tom: The old country being Norway? 

BW: Right. Norway and Sweden. As far as the west side of the lake, you had the 
Lundstrom's over there. Arnold's, Lundblad's, Mattie Blakeman was around 
there. 

Tom: You are talking about a generation that moved in after the logging operation was 
pretty much finished with? 

BW: Urn hum, they were the first settlers around the lake. After the logging was done. 

Tom: They would have bought from Walker in a lot of cases? 

BW: Most cases, I think, it was probably the Walker Company. I think he had pretty 
much of the area in here, yes. The Red River Lumber Company was coming in 
from the west so it overlapped in here. I know that there were patches west of 
here, west of the lake, that were cut down and never recovered. Not too many 
years back, you could still walk on some of those giant tree trunks yet that ran for 
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a hundred or hundred fifty feet. They just dropped the trees and cut them into 
lengths and let them lay. They never hauled them out. 

Tom: I wonder why? 

BW: Oh, I suppose they got caught because they were stealing timber or on somebody 
else's property. 

Tom: There's been some talk this year about people wanting to recover submerged 
timber. Is there any of that in Ten Mile, do you think? 

BW: I don't know ifthere is much of any left or not, Tom. I think some years back 
they did a pretty good scouring job. All that timber would have been up in the 
east end of Long Bay. That's where the landing was. That's where the railroad 
was. It's where the old BN pulled up the tracks. That was the old logging 
railroad, too. It came out of Lothrop. I remember seeing the landing right there. 
I remember walking on it. Sure, we landed there and used it for a dock to run up 
there when Raatz's had the store up there yet. 

Tom: Was that in the location where Arthur's is now? 

BW: Same place. Same building. 

Tom: Who was it that had that store originally? 

BW: People by the name of Raatz. Curt Raatz, a real German. 

Tom: Was that the Ten Mile Lake Store? 

BW: Urn hum. 

Tom: So the landing that was there, was that a heavy-duty landing? 

BW: No, just a log landing. 

Tom: Was there ever a time in your knowledge that the water level was kept high to 
facilitate the movement of logs out of there. 

BW: Not to my knowledge but it certainly must have been because my mother used to 
tell of that. The water was high enough so they could navigate the Little Boy 
River with a launch with no trouble at all. 

Tom: A launch. So that was pre-the dry '30s. I wonder where the water would have 
been on our shore in those days. 

BW: Probably up over the bank and back to the next ridge. 
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Tom: That isn't that long ago. Do you think it was artificially high or naturally high? 

BW: Oh, I think the logging companies probably had their dam some place 
downstream from Birch Lake. 

Tom: Downstream? 

BW: Or at the mouth of the river, there. I don't know. See, that whole area in there is 
all low ground anyway so it's hard telling where they might have plugged it up. 
Of course, you've got to remember another thing, there was just a shallow 
sandbar that separated Big Birch from Little Birch at that time. They used to 
walk across and run a wagon across there all the time. They dug a channel in 
there, oh about, '37 or '38. 

Tom: When the river was high enough to run a launch through it, how did people get 
across the river coming in on what is now County 6? 

BW: I don't think the road was there. 

Tom: How did people get over here? 

BW: Sand bars. I don't know, I have no idea Tom. They had to bridge it somehow. 

Tom: That road's been there as long as you can remember, though? 

BW: Yup, I don't know when that was put in. 

Tom: Well, Burton, we've been at this a long time and I suspect maybe we ought to call 
a halt to it for now, anyway. 

BW: Well, we haven't been around the other side of the lake yet. 

Tom: Thank you very, very much. 

BW: I don't know if you can decipher any of this. 

End of interview 
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