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Good morning! This is Louie Marchand. I am talking to Dick Lillie. This is March 1, 
2001. This interview is being conducted for the Mississippi Headwaters Oral History 
Project. He is talking about the way he started his resort. 

DL: Well, the resort was always a dream of mine. I had two weeks of vacation or 
leave, so called, in July of 1945. I flew into Grand Forks and came over on the 
train to Bemidji and was met by my parents. We did our usual vacation-type 
thing. However, I did also look around for resort properties. Called a realtor by 
the name of Chet Swedmark. He showed me some that he had and I wasn't 
satisfied with them. I had gotten acquainted over the years with a gentleman in 
Cass Lake that owned the Christensen Drug Store. Norm Christensen was his 
name. Norm, about the last day or two days that I was going to be here on 
vacation, why he mentioned a man by the name of Al Swindlehurst who was a 
retired postmaster in Cass Lake. This man did dabble in real estate so I went 
down and talked to him. I told him that I was interested primarily in something 
on Cass Lake and he said, "Well, I haven't got exactly on Cass but I have a bay 
called Blateman's Bay which is located off of Allen's Bay ofCass Lake." I said, 
"That sounds good!" We made an appointment to meet the following morning. I 
had to pick up a neighbor man of ours by the name of Curly Gamache who knew 
where the comer posts were to show what the property lines were. So we 
proceeded to look that all over. I was very impressed with the area because it had 
a beautiful sand beach. That was a small bay, yet with access to the main Allen's 
Bay and on to the big bay. This had been a farm-type of operation owned by the 
Blateman Brothers who were the leading butchers in the town of Cass Lake for 
many years during the logging days and this farm was used, of course, before 
modem-type refrigeration. This farm was used as a gathering point for cattle and 
other livestock. A man by the name of Barney Ledine was the caretaker and I 
guess, you would say, the butcher. There was a small slaughterhouse located 
down by the lakeshore where eventually I did build a cabin. Anyway, everything 
looked good. There was a barn, which was worthless, a log home, which was in 
the same shape, and a couple of other buildings, everything pretty deteriorated. It 
ended up that I contacted Albert Hole who was the president of the First National 
Bank in Cass Lake and he had the say of the property. So we made the deal and I 
was then the owner of the land that I was going to build a resort on. When I told 
my father this, he just shook his head and said, "You've lost your mind I think 
because [laughter] you have a very fine job as a Crew Chief of Northwest Airlines 
and you've come up a long ways, having been in the Airtransport Command 
also." However, my grandmother who was always a big help to me in my early 
life and all said, "Why not? You might as well take a shot at it and start over 
somewheres else." So I did. I went back. I was stationed at that time in Detroit, 
Michigan. In fact, I had opened the Detroit Station up. We had moved back there 
to Detroit and informed the company personnel, the company superintendent, of 
my intentions. I returned to the Cass Lake area on about the fourth or fifth of 
September. 

LM: What year was that? 
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DL: In 1945. I started checking around for a carpenter because there was nothing 
there. I needed to build something to live in. I was introduced to a man by the 
name of Emil Johnson who was an old carpenter who had done many, many 
cabins and homes on Star Island. He also had been the lead carpenter for the 
Great Northern Railroad when they built what was called the Surry Clip off, which 
ran from Fargo, I believe, to Devil's Lake, building grain elevators every so many 
miles. Anyway, this man was a skilled carpenter and so I immediately started 
trying to find some building material. Of course, being right after the war, it was 
a little difficult. I ended up hauling lumber from Barnesville, Bagley, Bemidji, 
Grand Forks, and Cass Lake but I finally got enough together to start a home, 
which we did. I got a local man by the name of Larry Johnson who built the 
fireplace and the chimney for the house so we were proceeding along. Of course, 
we had no electricity, no telephone. 

LM: Oh, electricity hadn't come. 

DL: No running water. 

LM: Dick, is this on the west side of Andrusia? [wrong lake, should be Cass] 

DL: Yes! 

LM: Do you remember the plat map? 

DL: No, I can get it. I don't remember exactly where it was? 

LM: Doyou ........... . 

DL: At that time, yes. 

LM: You must have gone a hell a lot of miles trying ... Had you quit your job by then? 

DL: Yes, I had asked for a leave of absence. They said the only way you could 
do one was medically and I said, "Well, then have a new Crew Chief down here 
by September 1." 

LM: Okay. 

DL: The superintendent came out immediately on the next flight and talked to me 
because I was supposedly slated to be the Chief in Washington, D.C. when that 
was open in a few months. I said that helped me make up my mind because I was 
never very fond of the East. I shouldn't say that, probably, to people but I didn't 
like it out there. Anyhow, back to the resort area or the start of the resort, like I 
said no electricity, no telephone, no running water of course. In the buildings we 
got a well and drove a point well by hand so I had a pump by the kitchen sink. 
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That was pretty snazzy because a lot of people didn't even have that at that time! 
And of course, the toilet facilities were down the path! We were putting the 
roofing shingles on the house on October the 30th of 1945 and when we reached 
the peak from the south side of the house, we noticed the bay had frozen over. A 
man by the name of John Eide, an oldtimer old lumbetjack and farmer from the 
area, rebuilt the root cellar for me. It was there but pretty bad in shape, caved in. 
He got in there and cleaned it all out and made this root cellar so that we would 
have a place where we could keep things from freezing. Eventually, I had a 
thirty-two volt generator and batteries for same in there, as well as food, etc., etc. 
This was in October of 1945. I went ahead with doing the interior of the house 
and of course, we heated with wood and we had a combination wood and gas 
range for cooking. So we had heat in the kitchen, heat in the living room, plus the 
fireplace. The house was good and warm, however, I did not have, to be perfectly 
frank with you, I did not have enough money left to put the siding on the house. 
So for the first year, we did not have any siding. About January twelfth, the snow 
was getting pretty thick and heavy around the area and we couldn't get in and out 
too well with the car. This was January 12, 1946. We left because it was either 
going to be we would leave or we were going to be in there until spring. We'd all 
go out on snowshoes. The county plow had come in. The road into the resort was 
just a trail through the woods that I'd widened a little bit. I hadn't widened it 
quite enough in one spot going down to a little hill I cut and the county plow got 
stuck in there, the blade, and he had a heck of a time getting it out. We finally we 
did and the operator said, "Well, I hate to tell you this but this is my first and last 
trip in!" So we left. We went to Grand Forks where my parents lived and had 
living facilities there in a large apartment building that my grandmother owned 
and operated. The following spring, we got back into the land on April the 
twelfth, for the first time and I immediately started hauling building materials and 
got some people to help who were clearing the ground. The entire lakeshore was 
nothing but brush, trees, fallen-down things, so we were clearing the ground to 
start to build some cabins. Incidentally, all of this clearing is done by hand, with 
hand axes and handsaws, having no power. 

That was before there were chainsaws all right. 

Yah. 

Had the land been cut-over, though? 

Yes, it had been but there was heavy trees all over it. 

Downfalls? 

Yah! Fortunately a man that I had driven truck for and helped him on a farm in 
my younger years, let me use one of his big trucks so I could haul the lumber 
and so forth in a lot easier with that, rather than trying to pull it with a trailer 
which I had done for the house. I still have the Delta table saw and jointer, 
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it's downstairs here that we used to smooth and size all 2x4's and 2x6 material. 
We powered these with a three-horse power gasoline engine and we made all the 
door and window frames right there on the spot. 

My, you mean you were getting the lumber that was rough-cut? 

All of our local rough-cut lumber. That's what I was using. 

That was a hell of a lot of work, Dick. 

Yah! All of the water lines we dug in, the sewer and septic systems as we came 
to that part by hand, approximately 1800 feet of water pipe. All the plumbing, 
inch and a quarter pipe was cut, threaded, put together and buried and all graded 
in by hand. 

You are a pro at work! 

Yah. I still have all the tools which nobody uses in this day and age any more but 
even for leading the sewer pipes. 

My gosh! That's right! For leading the sewer pipes. It's a long time since I've 
seen that. 

DL: I have all that stuff downstairs, even the fire pot that we used for the lead. All the 
interior plumbing, as I built the cabins, I did everything with the idea that some 
day they were going to be modem. So they were wired for 110/220 volt power. 
In the meantime, we had kerosene lamps. Each cabin had kerosene lamps. 
Eventually I had a thirty-two volt light plant so we did have a little brighter light 
than kerosene lamps and a small pump for water. 

LM: Did your water pump then distribute to the cabins too? 

DL: Yes. It trickled, let's put it that way. 

LM: You didn't have to start a big hike for a tank? 

DL: No, it was on a hill. Our main well was up on a hill, about a twenty-five foot rise, 
So besides the pressure tank, we picked up a little pressure coming down. We 
had one faucet in the kitchen sink. The bathrooms were there, even with fixtures 
as I built, but we didn't have any way of operating them at that time quite yet. 
Eventually I got a 110/220 volt Fairbanks Morse generator, direct-drive generator, 
and this unit, of course, really could supply a large amount of water or anything 
else that I needed. My uncle in Wisconsin who was in the electrical business, got 
me a deep-well pump which was very hard to come by. Fred Lamon came out 
and borrowed some pipe from another well driller and got me a well. And we 
were in business. We did have running water, just cold water was all we had in 
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the cabins at that time but we did have running water. We had gotten the 
plumbing and the septics dug in, four of them. These four were eventually 
operating. We were then called semi-modern. We had flush toilets inside. We 
had electric lights and we had running water in the sink. We still had only wood 
heat, wood stoves in every cabin. Gas for cooking, propane. Iceboxes, of course. 
We cut the ice out of the lake every winter, hauled it up and put it in the icehouse, 
packed it in sawdust. I had built a conveyor so that the sawdust could be elevated 
up over the side ofit [icehouse] and down into an area. In the winter, after we 
filled it with ice, then we could elevate it back up in again. This was run by the 
same little gas engine. 

How many cabins did you build? At what sort of intervals? 

Well, I have that coming. 

Okay. 

We did have four cabins. We got four cabins up in that first year. The icehouse 
was twenty by thirty by fourteen feet high. Each cabin had a box approximately 
two foot by three foot, sitting on the ice, filled with sawdust so that as you caught 
fish and didn't eat them, why then we could put them on the ice and keep them up 
there cold. They didn't freeze solid but they did get pretty towards the stiff side 
some. In those days, you could not fillet fish and take them with you like you can 
today. 

Oh, you had to take ... 

You had to just have the removal of the entrails and the gills. Gut and Gill it was 
called. The last project for the nights were always when people were going to be 
leaving and going home, was to get their fish packed. We bought the fish boxes 
from Red Lake. We put some sawdust in the bottom, a layer of ice, fish, ice, fish, 
ice, until it got to the top, sawdust and then seal it. Then we would haul them into 
the depot and send them out railroad express. At the same time, I would take my 
replies for people that had either written for reservations or had sent a telegram 
(most of them was letters) and then I would send night letters out to these people 
to confirm their reservations and pick up any confirmations that I had coming in. 
This was done after everything else was done at the resort at night. 

[laughter] Did you ever sleep? 

Not a lot! [laughs] 

Did your wife do any of this stuff? 

Well, that's a long sad story we won't go into! Basically, she was the daughter of 
a doctor, an M.D., and did not have the pioneering spirit. [laughter] So this all 
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got pretty old in a very short time. I did, however, eventually meet a very, very 
lovely lady of whom I was married to for forty-seven years. She was my 
workmate. Why, she could take the lumber off the planer that we had just as 
good as any man. [laughter] 

LM: She could probably do some of the stuff better than you could. 

DL: Yah, she did a fantastic job of cooking. She was a marvelous cook. In later 
years, we served meals at the resort, we ran a smorgasboard at one time. She was 
a big help to me. Probably, I would say the biggest boost that any person could 
have had as far as getting ahead was concerned. She was a part of it. But in order 
to get a telephone line, I wanted a telephone badly, and there was a telephone line 
that ran three-quarters of a mile south of us that came out from town. It came 
down the county road and went through the swamp over to old Highway 2, up to 
the comer, Mission Comer as it is called, branched off and went to the Episcopal 
Mission Camp, took care of Anchorage and went across the river to, at that time 
before Swedmark Lodge, it was Huffs that owned two or three cabins in there and 
went to Joe's Lodge. So I went in and talked to Mr. Scott the head of the Indian 
Agency at that time and if! couldn't hook up to that. Well he said that everyone 
else was so I might as well. So I immediately went down to the Marshall Wells 
store, the hardware store, and said that I'd like to buy some telephone line. He 
said, "So would I!" And I says, "What do you mean?" "Well", he says, "There 
isn't any available, buying, but I bought one mile of telephone line that ran from 
Cass Lake out to the CCC Camp on the west side of Pike Bay. Now, he said, I'll 
sell you for ten dollars a mile of that line but you got to go down and take it off 
the poles!" I asked about the brackets and he said, "If you can get them off, you 
can have them!" Okay, fine. A friend of mine was here from Detroit. He was an 
engineer with General Motors so he and I took my pickup and the ladders and we 
went out and we eventually got one mile of line and the brackets and all off the 
poles rolled up. So then, of course, we came back to build our telephone line and 
we couldn't follow the trail because it wove around so much so we followed the 
fence line and we just cut a path about four feet wide down through it and if there 
was a tree in the way, we just knocked off the top of the tree, put the bracket on 
the side, and then we had a pole in the ground. We actually didn't use any poles 
until we got into the clearing by the resort. Otherwise we just hung everything on 
the trees. Hooked it up and we had a crank telephone and man, we were in 
business. Worked good! 

LM: {laughs} Improvise, improvise. 

DL: There were six or seven on the line and you all had different rings as all country 
lines did but it was much better. I could get long distance calls that way. So that 
was a big help getting reservations, confirming reservations. Then I think it was 
probably about 1950, Joe Parenteau called me. I was in Grand Forks working 
then in the wintertime. 
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C. LM: Did you do this every winter? 

DL: No, just this one time. My grandmother needed a lot of work in one of the 
buildings so this old carpenter and I went in and worked for about two months 
during the winter putting in ceilings, remodeling in her apartment building. So I 
got this telephone call from Joe Parenteau and he said that we were going to lose 
our telephone line. I asked why and he said that the Indian Service is no longer 
going to keep it or maintain it. I said, "Well, what are we going to do?" He said 
that we could buy the line. They would sell it to us. Do you want to be a part of 
it? I said, "Absolutely! I want to be a part of it and I want a telephone!" So it 
ended up that he proceeded to make a deal and so for fifty dollars we bought the 
Mission telephone line and formed our own little telephone company and 
eventually we did have three double lines and probably about thirty-some 
customers on it. But then the time was coming when they were going to be going 
to the dial systems and automatic and there wouldn't be operators in Cass Lake 
any longer and we couldn't stand the expense of trying to build that type of 
equipment. So we were bought out by the Bell Telephone Company. And we 
made some money doing it, too, surprisingly. 

LM: Did you really? 

DL: Yah. Howard Menge lives over here and he was the manager of the telephone 
company at that time and he was very good to us. He helped us get through it all. 

LM: What did you charge? 

DL: I think it was three dollars a month was what the switching fees were, plus long 
distance of course. 

LM: It was Cass Lake? 

DL: Yah, we went through the Cass Lake Telephone Exchange, Bell Telephone at that 
time. Mrs. Sellsman was the main operator. It was in her living room, that was 
where the office, so called was, front porch light. It was really handy because you 
never bothered to use any numbers. You could just call up and say, "Give me so 
and so or give me Cal's, or I'd like to speak to this one or that one" and they 
plugged it in for you. 

LM: Dick, what were you charging your customers? 

DL: For using the phone, you mean? 

LM: Dh no, I was thinking of the [cabins]. What was the rental per week or day? 

DL: The original rent for the cabins was a three bedroom cabin was $55 a week, a two 
bedroom was $45 and a single, we had one, cabin that was $35 a week. That 
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included a rowboat, however. The boat was thrown in free. 

LM: Gradually, over the years, you had to raise the [rent]? 

DL: Yah, we really did. We built our dock every year. I have some pictures of that 
that I can show you. In the spring of 1955, we dug a harbor. That was a big help 
in so far as we didn't have to worry about the boats being out on the dock, you 
know, and that type of thing. In a storm, you were out there fighting everything 
like you did. There were times when we had storms that we would have to take 
the launches over across to the calm side of the bay and ride out the storm over 
there because we couldn't hold them on the docks. They'd pull the moorings, the 
posts, loose. I bought my first launch, it was a smaller one, Dingle Boatworks in 
St. Paul made it, in 1947. In 1952 we bought a Super Deluxe ChrisCraft out of 
Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin. They brought it up to me. It was a beautiful boat, a 
twenty-six footer, cabin cruiser and I used that until I sold the resort, actually. In 
the meantime, of course, we had other boats and guide boats working out of there, 
too. I started to clear in the fall of 1945. I cleared the land for Number 5 cabin 
and we got that up and running for the following year. So I had five cabins going. 
So in the spring of 1947, we built Numbers 7 through 11. These were a little 
smaller-type cabins, log cabins. 

LM: They were log? 

DL: They were log. They were made by the Berger Lumber Company. They were a 
milled log. Two tongues and two grooves, smooth on the inside, halflog on the 
outside. They put them together with 60 penny spikes. 

LM: What kind of wood? 

DL: Pine. All native pine wood. You actually started with a rough four by four and 
you ran them through this mill that they had and pounded them together with 60 
penny spikes, so it went through two of them, actually. It took a keg of spikes for 
each cabin to get the walls up. 

LM: Dick, 1'm jumping ahead a little bit. When you began and you bought this 
lakeshore, how many feet of lakeshore did you buy? 

DL: I bought two hundred and twenty-four acres ofland from this farm. All but eighty 
acres were lakeshore. 

LM: Did you know or think of what kind of expansion you could or would eventually 
have? 

DL: Well, I knew what I wanted. 
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C. Tape 1 Side B 

LM: That's what I asked. When you built them over a number of years, did you 
enlarge them as .... 

DL: Some were enlarged, yes. We built our Number 5 cabin in the fall of 1946. 
Number 7 through 11 was built in 1947. Number 6 and 12, which were large 
three bedroom cabins were built in 1948. I cleared the land, down the lakeshore, 
about a half or three quarters of a block from the resort area which was solid 
woods. We cleared out an area because we had a seaplane and we built a 
seaplane hanger. This was in the summer of 1947. The seaplane was used 
basically for going around to all the resorts and taking passengers for rides. A 
gentleman by the name of Walter Zimmer owned the plane. Basically, I did the 
maintenance on it and became a silent partner, so to speak. We did this with the 
seaplane. We also used it on occasion for a charter to the Cities. One of our 
guests would come or a member of their family would be coming to the resort and 
there was no airline service into Bemidji. Why, we would use the plane to run 
down and we'd land at Holman Field in St. Paul and pick up the passenger or two 
and bring them back to the resort with this plane. 

LM: Who flew, Wally? 

DL: Wally did the flying. 

LM: I remember him, too. 

DL: We were on the waterfront down here with the four planes, two eventually. 

LM: I think he'd gone to school with me. 

DL: Anyhow, why eventually there was a smaller airline started here in Bemidji. 
Buster Rising was the man's name that had it at that time. We went ahead, going 
back to the resort part, the airplane was an interesting thing. A lot of people got a 
big kick out of seeing the lakes in the area and the land from up in the sky and 
also locating the bars. There were no electronic gadgets to locate fishing bars at 
that time. You could see the bars of the lake very clearly from up at about a 
thousand feet and it was done with this quite often. We built a ramp on rails. 
The rails I got from the brickyard which was closed in Bemidji and we welded 
them together and ran the seaplane back and forth in and out of the hanger on 
those. In the fall of 1947 I built a small building, if I remember the dimensions, it 
was about sixteen by twenty feet and I attached it directly to the house. Prior to 
that we had nothing as a lodge to operate out of Everything was one ... customers 
would come in and sign the guest book on the kitchen table but we ended up with 
this smaller lodge building and used that until 1955. In the fall of 1955, I had 
gathered up enough lumber again from cutting trees off of my own land and then 
buying some timber. We had our own planer by this time that we could make any 
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type of material on. So my wife and I ran all of the two by fours, two by sixes, 
two by eights, two by twelves and eventually the panelling for the interior of it, 
the log panelling. Everything was done right there on our property. We powered 
that with a tractor that I had. We built then what is the main lodge of the resort, a 
much larger building. It was big enough that we could have dancing, we could 
have sandwiches, eventually we were into food. We had a bar with three-two 
beer, pop of course, a nickelodeon and games and so forth. This became a 
general meeting place, actually, of everyone. It worked out very well. It took 
a lot of time and a lot of hours. A lot of less sleep with it but it still was a main 
part of our whole resort operation. 

LM: Did you do this in anticipation of a change of clientele? I'm curious how these 
improvements were ... 

DL: Actually, most of the improvements such as eventually hot and cold running 
water, shower baths and full bathrooms, cabins all panelled either in white cedar 
or knotty pine, you might say that this was what the public demanded as time 
went along. You had to do these things in order to retain business and to get new 
business. The lodge was the same way. You needed a place for people to 
congregate, especially on bad weather days. Everybody would come up there and 
played cards. Evenings, they would dance. Sometimes some of the people came 
for musicians, they could play music, and we danced. We had a nickelodeon 
always. Eventually it rounded out to where we were serving meals to large 
fishing groups. We did, for a couple of summers, run a smorgasboard, in later 
years. People from Star Island came over. People from town came out as well 
as all of our guests. I started the mobile home park. That was just sort of a 
stumbling-in type of thing. A friend of mine, the man that I grew up with 
actually, he became a dental surgeon in Grand Forks and had come back from the 
WWII service. He called me in the spring of 1948 and said, "Can I put a little 
trailer over there?" Well, I thought, why not? I had lots of land and was doing 
nothing with it. That was the start of a mobile home park that we eventually had. 
He brought it over and I could see there was a possibility for that and so I cleared 
the ground and made four more stalls. They were rented for the whole season by 
people from Florida that were pulling, believe it or not, eight by thirty-six and 
eight by thirty-eight trailer homes behind their cars, coming up from Florida and 
would park them there all summer and leave in the fall when we closed up. I 
thought Gee Whiz, this is a possibility here. Well, then I had a couple of other 
inquiries from Grand Forks and I thought we'll find out. Let's start this program! 
And so we went ahead and eventually I cleared the ground, put in the water lines, 
septic systems and we ended up putting in thirty-eight hundred feet of inch and a 
quarter plastic line which was easier to work with. All dug by hand, put in. Each 
trailer had that, each trailer had ... 

LM: Dick, what was the name of this resort? 

DL: It was called at my time, Dick's Lodge. The owners that I sold to eventually in a 
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period of three or four years, called it Sunset Cove. It's located on Allen's Bay. 

LM: Yah, I know where it is and my family has stayed there a couple times. 

DL: Oh! 

LM: I stayed in the cabins that you built, probably. 

DL: Yah! 

LM: We are trying to describe the local home of ... 

DL: So we needed, of course, electricity for them and we needed poles to hang the 
wire on. I didn't really know too much about underground wiring at that time. 
So, again, we were out in the boondocks. We cut the cedar poles that we needed 
to make our highiine, so to speak, for the trailers. They were all put in. We 
eventually ended up with forty. We were licensed for forty mobile homes. We 
had a camping area where people could come in and pitch a tent. By this time, 
some had these fold-out camper-type trailers. Various little different things like 
that. We had a central building with all the facilities in it, toilets, showers, and 
what have you. So that was all part of it, too. I had an article here that you can 
read that was in the St. Paul Pioneer Press. This article explains a lot of little 
things about the starting of the trailer park and all. It was an amazing thing 
because after this hit the paper, I had calls from Michigan, Iowa, southern 
Minnesota, Wisconsin. I even had people come and visit to see. The general 
consensus of the resort owners at that time, was you have a resort with cabins and 
they're paying x number of dollars. Well, here you are going to have some 
camper over here paying a buck and a half a night and he's going to have the use 
of your lodge. So there was a thought which was false, it did not occur but it was 
a false thought that some of the owners of resorts that were looking for ways of 
increasing their business could not see that you could blend these together. 

LM: Dick, what year? 

DL: Well 1948 was when the first one came in and it was just an ongoing building 
project from that time on. 

LM: What year is the article? 

DL: This article I think was probably .. .I haven't got an exact date on it, I don't 
believe. Anyway ... 1960. 

LM: That was deluge. 

DL: Yah, and that was when it really took off. We had built it up to this point here, 
actually. 
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LM: I don't think people had refined travel trailers very much until about the late 50s 
and this made a difference. 

DL: But most of these people were people that some of them had owned summer 
homes and were tired of coming over on the weekend and doing all the chores 
that you do with your own home. They wanted to go fishing, they wanted to do 
things other than work so consequently, they eventually got into this type of thing. 
The great majority of the people that I had were from the Grand Forks area. I did 
have two parties from St. Bonafacius, Winnipeg, Canada. I had some from 
Arizona, a couple. We had two parties from Chicago and a couple from 
Minneapolis. But that was the basic part of the thing. But the lodge again, going 
back to this big lodge, it was just the perfect blend. These people blended in with 
them. We had guests that came to the cabins that wanted to know when the 
trailer people that they knew were going to be vacationing. So we had a constant 
blending of people and we never experienced any animosity of any kind. 

LM: Jealousy, maybe, but not animosity. 

DL: Yah, that's right. As I looked around at the lakes today, I see how many resorts 
have gotten in and followed this pattern that I'd started. It's amazing how many 
there are right on Cass Lake that are into that and some very, very large ones. We 
operated the resort from the time we started building it and due to ill health, we 
realized that we were up to the point where we needed employees. We were 
having two dock boys. We were having two ladies for cleaning cabins. In the 
spring and the fall, we needed extra help when we were running our fishing 
groups out of there with the launches. Cooking and so forth and such as that. We 
were having a problem getting the help to start with but basically, it was a health 
problem that we had to eventually really get serious about selling. We put it up 
for sale and it was sold as of August 1, 1976. Jack and Pat Ward from out in 
North Dakota, Williston, I believe it was or Dickinson? Williston, I think. [They] 
had a motel out there and they had decided they wanted to come back. They were 
native Minnesotans. They purchased that. They had their children, five, and 
carried on at the resort. They did many changes at the resort. They've improved, 
as times demanded. They were faced with modernization, so to speak, the same 
as we were to where it is a first-class resort. They operated through all the years 
up until January 1, 2000. Now two couples have the resort. I can't tell you their 
names. I've only met the people once. But they have got their hands full because 
there's probably about forty-five mobile homes there and I think now there's 
about fourteen or sixteen rental units, cabins. So they're busy people! 

LM: Did you train your family in to help? 

DL: Oh yes! All of the kids had a whirl at it. It would be either in the cabins, in the 
kitchen, or on the docks, or cleaning the fish. 
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LM: Did they ever want to run the resort themselves? 

DL: No, nobody wanted the resort. They'd all had enough of it. [laughter] 

LM: Did you miss it? 

DL: I missed the people. We missed the people terribly because we ran, I would say, 
about eighty-five percent repeat trade. The second people that signed the guest 
register when I opened the resort on July 1 of 1946, stayed with us all the years 
that we were there and two years after we had gone until they had ill health and 
couldn't come any longer. We were into second generation and even counting if 
they were young children, the third generation offamilies being there. Fourth of 
July, of course, was a big time. I mean we were just run ragged on the Fourth of 
July on a long weekend. My wife, at one time, had everybody register that was 
under sixteen or seventeen or whatever, just for kicks. We were wondering how 
many kids there were because it seemed like was had a whole passel of them 
running around. And we did have. We had a hundred and ifmy memory is not 
failing me, we had a hundred and sixty-five or so kids under eighteen years of age 
at the place, besides the adults. But you consider the size of it but say twelve 
cabins with an average of maybe five or six people in there and then you take the 
mobile homes with the same numbers, and you have a large number of people. 
We offered all of the services that we could think of to get and retain people. 

LM: Who was your cook? 

DL: My wife. 

LM: Ohmy! 

DL: She spearheaded the cooking. We had a young lady whose husband was a 
physical therapist here at the hospital. She was actually the daughter of a friend 
of my wife's from days in the Black Hills where they were both raised. She was 
just a gem. She'd come in and she'd say, "How many for dinner?" Well, there's 
going to be thirty-five. "Okay, I need so much of this, so much of that, I need so 
much of something else." She'd whip it out. She'd make up the cake for dessert 
for thirty-five or fifty people. It didn't make any difference. 

LM: She'd go do the purchasing, too or would somebody else go? 

DL: Well, I would usually run in and get whatever it was. Or we'd call in and they'd 
have it ready for us basically. In a real crush time, why, Teal's (George) would 
bring it out himself from the store. 

LM: Was your resort similar to those which were being developed in the Cass Lake 
area there? 
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DL: Yes, I would say we all evolved ... Some of the resorts that were there which there 
weren't that many when I started in 1945 on Allen's Bay, there was the Tree's 
Resort at that time. That had been a privately owned cabin set-up of a man from 
Chicago. Kern Elrick and his wife had bought it and turned it into a resort for the 
public. I think they had, if I remember right, six or eight cabins. Something like 
that. Going on along the shore on that whole bay actually, all the way out through 
the narrows and on past, there was nothing but one house up on the hill on Buck 
Point and that was a man by the name of Bergen that owned the Point. There was 
nothing else on that shore when we started. Clear across on the other side of the 
main lake by Knutson Dam was Steele's Resort and a fellow by the name of Ben 
Lincoln had a small resort there. 

LM: Are those still there? 

DL: The resorts are there but I think it's private places now. 

LM: I wondered if they had subdivided them. 

DL: Yah! Up on the north end, of course, going up into the pug hole, [Kitchi] why 
there was Horace Lydick and his operation was up there. Fred Terahault had a 
resort. Louie had a little resort and then there was the big boys' camp, Camp 
Chippewa. Two houses is all in Buck Lake. Then there was a small resort in 
Buck Lake, up in the north end across from the boys' camp. 

LM: I thought Buck Lake was a pretty shallow lake. 

DL: No, it's a very deep lake. 

LM: Oh, it is? 

DL: Yes, yes. There's parts ofit that you can be ten or fifteen out from shore and 
you're in forty feet of water. 

LM: I misunderstood. When I look at it on the plat map, I conceive of it as a shallow 
bay that was never filled in. 

DL: No, it isn't. It's deep. You go up to kind of a little narrow spot and it branches 
into more ofa shallower spot. Today, there's all kinds of houses and homes in 
there. I ran the mail route once in a while, the boat. That's how I happen to 
know of some these places were there. 

LM: I was curious whether or not the mail route was coming out when you started. 

DL: Then going down the east side, past Knutson Dam, why eventually there was a 
place called Camp Cassaway. There were a couple ofleased homes up on the 
high bluff. That was a Girl Scout camp that was built, oh man, I don't what year 
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that even would have been now. Then there were several cottages on the east 
side, north of what is now Norway Beach Campgrounds. Their lease was 
eventually cancelled and the cabins were all moved out of there. 

LM: That land of the east side was leased from the Federal forest? 

DL: Yes, then there was Norway Beach Resort and then of course, well I guess we call 
it Rocky Point today because we can't use the other word anymore that was called 
by the locals. 

LM: What was it called? 

DL: Well, originally it was called Squaw Point. Now I guess, I call it Rocky Point but 
it was leased ground. There were homes out there and of course, there was 
GangelhofI's. Fred Gangelhoff. I met Fred Gangelhoff, the father to Del, back in 
about 1944 or somewhere in there. He had a gas station there and he had a resort 
and he asked me to come over and look at his resort which I did. They, of course, 
have done a tremendous job of expansion, the Gangelhoffs. Plus now their 
daughter, she'll be the third generation there. The daughter has the resort and is 
running it. 

LM: That's interesting. You've talked about the regrets you've had of selling your 
place. It sounds like you were a working fool. 

DL: [laughter] Well, I guess we were. Actually, like I said, I have to give my wife 
credit. Even right up until she was sick, I mean, in town here and the businesses 
that we had in town, she was a tremendous person, a tremendous personality. 
Friends. You could go to any of the clubs where we would go and everybody just 
loved her. She had a tremendous personality! 

LM: What did you do after you sold? What sort of businesses did you have? 

DL: I realized that there was going to be time when we were going to have to leave 
this resort because she was no longer able to handle the work. In fact, the last 
year she was in the hospital three times during the summer. The doctor at that 
time told me, he says, "You've got two alternatives. You can get her out of there 
or you can bury her!" So that helps you make up your mind pretty rapidly. So 
the resort went up for sale. Prior to that, I had purchased what was then called the 
Olson Oil Company. It was a Shell distributorship. Bulk oil. 

LM: Westnes and Olson. 

DL: Yah! I had purchased that business and was operating that also, along with 
several stations that we leased out and so on and so forth. 

LM: Ruby told me that Ruth is in the hospital. [Selmo - Ruth married Olson] 
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LM: That was a week ago. Maybe she's out now. 

DL: Oh. 

LM: I interview Ruby about a month and a half or two months ago and I was going to 
talk to Ruth but she didn't say that there was an emergency or anything. 

DL: No. But I operated that and then I sold ... Well, we rebuilt eventually a bigger bulk 
plant and everything out on County Rd. 11. Moved out when that went there. We 
were talking about the canoe derbies. 

LM: Oh, yah! 

DL: What we used to do with the launches when they had these canoe derbies ... They 
started them off from down by Paul Bunyan and they paddled across Bemidji 
down the river through Wolf and across Andrusia and then into Cass and all the 
way across Casso Then, of course, eventually across Winnie. We would meet 
them with these launches and just follow along in case they had a problem. One 
time we had a very strong wind out of the south. It was tough going and pretty 
much a side wind. We helped two of the guys get righted and get into their 
canoes and get going again. It was an interesting thing. We made a day out of it. 
We would take our launch and we'd get everybody we could haul on it and we 
would take lunch and just follow them along and make sure everybody got across 
Cass, our part of the lake. It was ajoyful type of thing. It was like a party. 
People got sunburned, some of them. We had one case of a lady from Illinois and 
she refused to ... she had on shorts and the usual summer type gear and I said, 
"You're going to get terribly sunburned!" ''No way, no way. I've been in the 
sun!" Well, that night at eleven o'clock her husband came up and I went down to 
the cabin and she had blisters that were four and five inches in diameter on her 
body. We immediately rushed her to the hospital. I called into the police station 
and said that I was coming in with a very ill person and can you give me an 
escort? They would meet me on the edge of town and we would go through town 
just like a bullet behind these police cars. I did this on four different occasions 
that I can recall. One lady had a stroke, one had a cerebral haemorrhage. I was 
very fortunate because we had amongst our people that were at the resort, we had 
doctors. We had registered nurses. So they were always congenial to make a 
quick diagnosis of can we move her and shall we do it right now and this type of 
thing, which I would. It used to just scare the bejeebers out of me going through 
town at fifty miles an hour sometimes behind a police car but we got everybody to 
the hospital. 

LM: The races must have seemed ... I'm trying to remember ... 
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DL: They ended up in Minneapolis for the Aquatennial. 

LM: Right, I remember watching them on the river. 

DL: There was a prize for the ones ... there were paddlers from Maine, some from 
Canada. I mean, there were some regular professionals. I mean, they had the 
right type of canoe and the paddles. Back then, I saw them do it and I have done 
it myself You wouldn't even dream of doing it today. They didn't carry 
thermoses of water or bottle of water. They weren't even in existence as they are 
today. They had a tin cup and they'd get thirsty and they'd grab a cup out of the 
lake and drink it. I did the same thing. 

LM: Hold the paddle up. 

DL: I did the same thing the first years that I was guiding. Before I had the launches 
when I guided with an open boat. Grab up the cup and take a drink of water. 
You don't do that anymore. [laughs] 

LM: No, you don't! I've canoed the river. 

DL: Otto Norenberg ... 

Tape 2 SideA 

LM: Continue Dick, we are talking about canoeing on the river. 

DL: The canoeing part was an interesting thing. I have some motion pictures of that 
canoeing. Not being much of a professional, they aren't really that wonderful of 
pictures but still it gives you an idea of what it was like to see a string of these 
canoes paddling along. These people really worked. Another little incident I was 
going to mention on the lake was about all Otto Norenberg and boat storage. 
Now we used to bring boats up from Lake Winnibigoshish to his boat landing in 
Cass Lake. We'd come up against the dam and when we were going to do this, 
why they'd notify the Forestry Service and they would take out three or four 
planks, as they were called, so that we would have depth enough to go through 
and a little extra water down below. And then when you got lined up to come up 
there, you had a wall of water, probably a two feet or thirty inches drop, and you 
would have your engines wide open, all the power you could possibly get out of 
them. You would hit this thing and just momentarily stall and eventually crawl 
up and through and go through the dam. Then in the spring of the year, when the 
boats were ready to go back down there, why then once again you had to be lined 
up because your reverse gears would not hold it with the current. If you weren't 
lined up, you were going to go through there, whether you went through straight, 
sideways, or however. On one occasion, one boat operator didn't get it quite right 
and he did damage his boat some going through. It turned on him so he hit the 
side of the dam. 
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LM: Easy to do! So when did they put in the carrier? 

DL: I don't remember what year it was that Pete Meyers, he was the engineer at the 
Forestry Service at that time and he designed this thing. I never used it. It was 
supposed to be able to take care of a boat up to twenty-six or twenty-eight feet 
long. I never used it myself because I didn't run boats down that way anymore. 

LM: Is it still in use? 

DL: No, it's all pretty much in disrepair. The Forestry Service hasn't kept it up. I 
don't know whether they deemed that it wasn't enough usage of it or what. 

LM: That's what I'm assuming. 

DL: But it was a nice thing. I know people that did use it from the resort. Went over 
with sixteen, eighteen, nineteen foot boats and used it and went down the river. 
It's a very scenic trip down through there especially when you get into the 
Meadows area. It's kind of a ... 

LM: I think transportation has improved. People have designed trailers now and they 
have bigger trucks and so it's easy to move a larger boat from here to over there 
without having to use that sort of thing. 

DL: Yah! Well, it's that and like you say, they hit one lake and they try it and they 
can go to another lake. 

LM: And you're right. The Forest Service didn't keep it up. They didn't see a need, I 
suppose? 

DL: No, I don't imagine. 

LM: Did you get involved with any kind of Cass Lake lakeshore owners associations? 

DL: Oh yes! I was on the Cass Lake Civic and Commerce Association for, I wouldn't 
even venture a guess, probably twenty-five or more years. Practically all the 
years that I owned the resort we were affiliated with the organization. During the 
high water of 1949, it was very high water. Many places were flooded. Sah-Kah
Tay Beach Resort had water right up on the floors of their lower cabins. The 
Trees Resort had water right up on their cabins. We had an association and met 
with the Army Corp of Engineers, of course, and in reality, the upshot of that was 
that they first of all couldn't get rid of the water if they'd wanted to because 
everything was wide open. It was running as fast as it could. Down around 
Aitkin, the area was flooded there, too. But they were within their legal flood 
rights, so to speak. I guess that was the term they used. To have that much water 
in those reservoirs, if they wanted that. A year or two after, that was about 1953 
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or 1954, I got a call from St. Paul and [they] wondered if I would charter my 
launch to them for a week, which I did. They had four men that came up and we 
went around the lakeshore of all ofCass and all of Lake Andrusia, all of Wolf and 
Kitchi. Every place that we could get with the launch, we went, around the 
lakeshore and we would stop. They would do surveying from the boat and 
sometimes they'd get out and do surveying. They were doing an estimate if they 
were to flood this area with more water, what would be the damage. Basically, 
what would they have to buy to do this? We even towed a boat down to the Mill 
Pond on the south end of Casso Took a rowboat with a ten-horse motor on it and I 
took two of them all around Pike Bay, doing the same thing. I couldn't get under 
the bridges with the launch that I had but it took about a week. That was quite 
interesting in talking to them. I mentioned that the flood that we had those two 
years was pretty bad. It didn't actually affect my direct resort operation, 
fortunately. I could run the nose of launch up and tie it between two trees but still 
we were able to function and operate while the others were wiped out, you know. 

LM: Two feet above the usual level? 

DL: I don't remember exactly what the measures were now. They were talking here 
now last summer and it was quite high for a while, nothing like it was back then. 
Winnie was full. In fact you couldn't even see Knutson Dam. 

LM: No, I suppose that entire area was probably ... 

DL: Yah, you couldn't see the top of the dam as it was at that time. This has been 
rebuilt. And down there on the south end of Winnie, Guy Denny of Denny's 
Resort and Launch Service, had water that moved some of their cabins right off of 
the foundations. 

LM: Did that continue the next year, too? 

DL: It got down pretty well and then we got a shot of it during the next year but not as 
severe. 

LM: What had that resulted from? Heavy spring ... 

DL: We had heavy, heavy snows and we had just torrential rains. It was just 
unbelievable how a cloud would go over and it was just like you'd turned a fire 
hose loose, the water would come down. 

LM: What time of year was that? 

DL: It started in the spring and it ran through. In fact, I had some people from Iowa, 
the town doesn't make any difference, and they came over to the resort and 
wondered if! had any openings. At that time, I did have a few days open in two 
different cabins until the longer-term people came in. Clyde Strausser was this 
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man's name. I said, "Where are you staying?" "Well," he said, "We were staying 
at Sah-Kah-Tay Resort but they are flooded. Through the night, we had this 
heavy rain again and then the wind was out of the east and I could hear the waves 
splashing on the side of my cabin and I got up and turned the light on and stuck 
my feet into water! Our grips were floating around in the water so we had to 
leave, of course." They were looking for a place to stay. Well, they stayed with 
us and they continued with us for about another ten or twelve years. They'd come 
back every year. Two nice families! I still, actually, when my daughter was 
home and I recovered from my surgery down here, it was one of our former 
guest's birthday so we called and we conversed with them and have yet to this 
day. They stayed for the resort for roughly thirty years, back when we had it, and 
we still converse with them. The original people have all passed on now that 
were guests of ours at that time but I still hear from them [ children], a couple by 
the name of Pete and Sue eoen from Kansas. He was a professor at Manhattan, 
Kansas. They have a place up on Kitchi now. He came and stayed at the resort 
for about twelve years before building up there. In fact, I just sent him a picture 
of his son with a twelve pound northern that the kid had caught. I ran across the 
picture the other day. 

LM: Do you think that the heavy use of the lake, the resorts and the private owners, 
has spoiled it? How has it affected the water and the fishing and the sense of the 
place? 

DL: Well, there's of course, a lot more boat traffic, naturally, on the lake because 
everybody that comes ... 

LM: Wants to row it over, across it, at seventy miles an hour. 

DL: Well, to start with, backing up again quite a few years, at one time we had like 
twenty-two sixteen foot rowboats at the resort. People would come and they 
would want two boats, maybe, with a cabin or we would rent boats out all the 
time. Because that evolved down to now, to where you probably you don't hardly 
even need a boat for each cabin anymore because everybody's got their own. The 
harbors are full of privately-owned boats that the people who are vacationing. 
Mobile home parks, they all have their boats. It's just like a solid row of docks, 
boats, and shore stations in our bay there, now. Quality of water, I don't think 
that the boat traffic has planned it particularly. Unfortunately and you could see 
this from the air, the sewage system that the city of Bemidji had, didn't help the 
weeding situation that we have in the lakes today. There are weeds now on the 
bars. I don't say that everything came from that. I don't know where it's coming 
from but there are weeds out on bars that didn't used to have weeds on them. 
Weed growth. I suppose there's a certain amount of pollution from the boats. 
The launches and the outboards dump their exhaust right into the lake. The big 
inboards, of which there aren't hardly any of them left on the lake, why, that 
didn't happen. The only water that went through the engine ... 
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~ LM: Septic systems. What about them? 

DL: I think the older septic systems, including the ones that were at the resort actually, 
were a contributing factor to pollution of the lakes and the private homes and 
everything else. I mean, at the time that I built and put in septic tanks or systems, 
I had the u.S. Government requirements and the U.S. Government 
recommendations as to how the tanks were to be put, how the fields were to be 
put, how everything was, along with the State. At the time when I licensed and 
built, I had a civil engineer design the trailer park, as it was at that time, and we 
had to have State approval and everything was put in according to that and 
approved by the State at that time. And of course, today now, they have a 
completely sealed septic, sewer system at the resort. Where it goes on up the hill, 
the effluent goes up the hill and is disposed of in a proper field so you don't have 
this seepage to the lake that you used to have. 

LM: Have shoreline ordinances also changed? 

DL: Oh yes! Back years ago, there was no such thing. You had to have a permit to 
dig a harbor, which I had, of course, and everybody else that had a harbor at that 
time. Today, now, you can't get a permit. I wish that I had gotten a permit years 
ago and done a harbor on other land that I owned down there. Now, it's a no, no! 
I personally can't see that a harbor hurts the lake in any way. I attended one 
meeting and one of the things that was mentioned was the fact that if you don't 
take care of the harbors, the fish go in there and die, which to my knowledge is 
not true because I could take you to the harbor that I have dug at the resort, to the 
harbor of my neighbors right on the lake, two harbors in fact, and one lady sits on 
the front of her pontoon boat and fishes in the harbor and catches all the fish they 
want for their meals, sunfish, crappie, occasionally a walleye. Our harbor, being 
large and big like it was, we had northern in there and different fish in there, of 
course. Kids used to sit there and catch fish, a lot of perch, of course, rock bass. 

LM: Where was the harbor precisely? A little bit farther along the shore from the 
lodge? 

DL: Well, it was actually right to the southwest of the lodge. It was a long, narrow 
harbor. 

LM: Parallel to the shore. 

DL: And in the far end when we were there, there was a boathouse with four stalls in 
it. A metal building with four stalls. The Wards did remove that here a few years 
ago and it's just open now. 

LM: Yah, I see it's gone. Dick, what about the winter ice? 

DL: Winter ice, fishing you mean? 
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DL: Oh, we never encountered much of any ice damage in our immediate bay that we 
were on. Some of the maps today, in fact, I have a big map that shows the bay 
that's called Dick's Bay now and the island is called Dick's Island that forms the 
bay. But no, we didn't have ice damage. Now they do out on the main part of the 
lake. They can get some pretty good ice damage down there. The ice pushes the 
rocks around, pushes the sand up around some. No, I've been fortunate. We've 
never had that problem on our part of the lake that we are on. On Allen's Bay or 
on Cass but I do know, they do have that. Like the winter fishing, I never got into 
winter fishing as far as the resort. I gave it some thought. I went down even to 
Winnie and talked with Judd Daniels, an old resort operator and he had many 
houses. Cass is a unique lake. It has many sand bars and shallows and deep 
water. A lot of lakes will have like a big dish, like Winnie for an example, a big 
dish and then there's an island out there in the center, a sunken island, which they 
work, the Bena Bar it's called. They work that a lot. Whereas you come onto 
Cass and you've got a bar north of Cedar, a bar south of Cedar, and you can have 
sixty, eighty feet of water right beside these bars. And it was hard. You couldn't, 
in other words, set a fish house out here and leave it all season and expect to get 
fish in it because maybe you'd get them today, maybe a week from now you 
never saw a fish again. 

LM: About twelve or fourteen years ago there was a big hassle about ice fishing on 
Casso Maybe it was even longer? I'm wondering if you recall what that was. 

DL: That's still going on. [laughs] Muskies Inc. were able to promote that there 
would be no winter spearing on Cass Lake because of the fact that there were a 
lot of muskies in Cass Lake. A lot of musky fishing on Cass Lake and they 
claimed that people doing the spearing didn't realize the difference between a 
northern and musky. They were protecting their muskies. I can't imagine, unless 
you are a total novice at fishing, that you can't tell the difference between a 
northern and a musky. But then I've looked at them for over fifty-five years, too. 
I've caught muskies, fishing. Guided some for musky fishing. I guided for 
basically walleye fishing and northern fishing for thirty-one years on Casso 

LM: Did you do a lot of guiding after you sold the place? 

DL: No, I didn't. In fact, we moved down to Lake Belle Taine for our summertime 
down there and then I purchased a boat that I had helped buy originally. I still 
have this boat. Keep it at the Sail Star Marina. And when some of the older 
resort people that knew me, when they would see me with this boat, why they 
wanted me to start guiding again. I said no, that I really wasn't into that anymore. 

LM: It's not just fun! 
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DL: No! No! But I do enjoy fishing yet, alot and I do quite a bit of fishing. When my 
great grandson, in fact, we were able to get some nice fish when he was here last 
summer. He was able to tie into a small musky. It was only about a twelve 
pounder but it did it's dance for him and all that so it was quite a thrill for a kid. 
They do that, you know. 

LM: It's interesting that you can still fish for pleasure after all these years. 

DL: Oh yes! I enjoy it. In fact, to be perfectly frank with you, other than to keep a 
walleye or two to eat, I haven't actually kept a fish that I've caught in the last ten 
or twelve years. I just enjoy the fishing. I enjoy being on the water, being out. 
I'm a fair weather fisherman now. There's no more of this getting out there at 
three or four o'clock in the morning stuff. I go out as the spirit moves me and if I 
catch something, fine. If! don't, I've had a good boat ride, and that's what I'm 
after basically. 

LM: I had friends that drag me along at four 0' clock in the morning to go musky 
fishing a couple oftimes and I said, "This is no fun!" When you were in the 
resort, what did you do for recreation? Was there any time left for yourselves? 
You and your family? 

DL: Very, very little. During the summer months, we would never leave the resort 
together. From the opening of the season until we were closed and locked up 
which was really the fifteenth of October. Then we would take a trip, a few days, 
out to where my wife was born and raised in a town called Walker, South Dakota 
or Waubay and then lived at Walker. Her father worked for the Chicago 
Milwaukee Railroad. We'd got out through and visit friends out there in North 
Dakota, then on to the Black Hills where they moved and we would go to Rapid 
City and to Custer, basically, and visit with friends out there. That was other than 
to run to the Cities to visit our daughter. That was about the extent of our getting 
together. I started driving school bus. After we were married, I worked in the 
Cass Lake Creamery for two years processing and delivering milk, washing 
bottles, or whatever. Then I started driving school bus for Vernon Mackey. I 
drove bus for twenty-four years, I think it was, for him and then I owned some 
busses for three or four years after that. So we were pretty tied down. I did the 
maintenance on the busses. I would drive, make my route, and come back in and 
work on the busses, servicing them and overhauling engines or whatever, which 
we did back in those days. I even had some private people that would bring cars 
in to be worked on. I overhauled engines and that for them. Eventually, I had 
enough busses that I couldn't do any public work. 

LM: This is during the off-season? 

DL: Yah! I drove the team bus usually. In fact, I made every trip that the team made 
for seventeen years, straight, with the school bus. We drove charters. We'd run 
into the Cities. Take the teams or the band to the Cities, we'd take groups to the 
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Cities once in a while with these busses. So I didn't have a whole lot of spare 
time! [laughter] 

LM: Then there's winter maintenance. My gosh! I think you must have gotten by 
about three hours sleep in your life. 

DL: Yah, that's the schedule that we ran on, actually, four and five hours a night. 
Well, the first route was a relatively short one. It only took about an hour. 
Eventually, I was running to Federal Dam so that was pretty near an hour's run 
down. 

LM: Did your kids go to Cass Lake schools? 

DL: All of my kids went to the Cass Lake School. 

LM: Was there a bus route operating? 

DL: Yes, there was a bus route that came into the resort, actually, and picked the kids 
up. I didn't ever drive that route myself I had other routes that I went on. 

LM: Yah, it's pretty close to town. 

DL: But it's ... 

LM: It was a hard life, Dick, but you sure enjoyed it! 

DL: I enjoyed it! I enjoyed every minute of it and like I say, I didn't miss some of the 
heavy work, the hard work, but I definitely miss the people. We had a wonderful 
relationship with the guests and the people in the surrounding areas. I've had a 
very good relationship even here in Bemidji when we lived here. 

LM: You must have hired good employees. Were you the judge of this or was your 
wife? 

DL: When it came to the cabin people, my wife made the decision of who was going 
to work for her. And believe me, if they didn't do it right, they were gone. That's 
the only way it was! She was meticulous and there was nothing in between. So 
there was a pattern when people would leave that cabin. There was a pattern of 
what was done and you went in there and it was done. It was scrubbed down, 
even to the walls wiped down. Everything was overhauled every time. And we 
had the reputation for having that kind of a place, which was good. The dock 
boys I usually hired or if we had anybody else working out there, of course, why 
they were usually men that we'd be doing bull-work with or something. Building 
docks or painting the boats or stuff like that. 

LM: Handyman around the place? 
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DL: Never had anyone, actually, as a handyman other than myself I'd come in from a 
fishing trip and the toilet down in so and so wasn't working or the water heater 
wasn't working, so I'd tear down there and do that. 

LM: Of course, you put it in. 

DL: Oh yes. We've had people dispose of their nylon fishing lines in the toilets and it 
would plug up the lines and everything else that could happen, happened usually. 

LM: It's interesting how you hire employees. 

DL: I've been fortunate, this isn't relating to the resort but I mean in later years when I 
was in the oil business here and with the convenience stores I've had, basically 
I've had wonderful people working for me. I've had drivers that drove until they 
retired. I've had people that worked in my different convenience stores. The one 
over in Bagley, I had one girl that started as a young woman and she worked 
fourteen years for me. At the time I sold, I didn't have anybody in that store that 
hadn't been there at least six or seven years. And the people that we've become 
acquainted with in town here, of course, we had a world of friends in Cass Lake. 
We knew everybody. Here in Bemidji we've met and had just wonderful 
relationships with so many people. We are very blessed that over the years we 
have had wonderful friends and wonderful times with many, many people. 

End of Interview 
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