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Q: You came to Roseville and why?  

A: Well I was looking for a job and I went to Gluck Brewing company. I don’t know if 
you know the Gluck Brewing company. So they gave me a job driving a milk truck for one 
of there farms. Now the Gluck Brewing company makes beer in St. Paul but they also 
owned a lot of land in Roseville. They owned a farm in fact they owned three farms in 
Roseville. The farm that I went to was on County Rd C and Snelling. I drove a milk truck. I 
also delivered milk in the midway send it out in the district so I was the truck driver 
delivering the milk and that was in April 1930.  

Q: Were you married?  

A: Huh?  

Q: Where you married at that time?  

A: Not then. Not yet. I was getting ready. After being there I met my wife shortly after 
that and then we went together for a year or so almost two years and then we got married in 
Roseville. She was from Wisconsin but I met her in Minneapolis and we got married. I still 
bored and roomed at Gluck’s until we were able to start housekeeping ourselves. Now I 
walked out when I got the job at Gluck Brewing Company I took a street car to the fair 
grounds Snelling and Como and I walked from there to County Rd C and Snelling to where 
I was suppose to go to work. Snelling Ave at that time went around the lake just south of 
County Rd C it didn’t go straight through like it does now.  

Q: What lake was that?  

A: I don’t remember the name it was more of a slew than it was a lake. It was just south 
of the railroad tracks. Okay. And you had to go about a block east And come in where 
county rd C and Snelling is now. As I remember, Snelling Ave was only a dirt road a poorly 
tarred road north of Larpentaur and north of County Rd b was a dirt road. So your route 
you picked up the truck and the mile at C and Snelling. They had several cows at farms some 
hundred or more cows there and the barnman took care of the milk but I only took the milk 
after it was  

Q: Where was your route then. You picked up your truck and everything.  

A: The truck was at the farm And then you drove where did your route take you? 
Generally in Park Midway district and the Como area even as far as Ford road St. Anthony 
and Midway district.  

Q: How many drivers did they have that had routes?  

A: Just me. One man.  
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Q: Did you deliver to homes or businesses?  

A: Small businesses such as soda fountains that served milkshakes and so forth but not 
big stores.  

Q: What did a quart of milk cost?  

A; Generally about 10 cents a quart but I did sell milk one time for 8 cents a quart when 
there was a price war on it. They also Gluck’s had turkeys. They raised probably a couple of 
hundred turkeys. They dressed them and sold them. The turkeys were sold dressed and of 
course I would deliver them with milk to different customers who ordered them for 17 cents 
a pound. I remember that. All dressed.  

Q: How did you keep them cold?  

A: They always had plenty of ice. In them days we had ice houses I don’t know if you 
remember them but they kept the ice off of the lakes then packed a big building with 
sawdust all around it and that would last for all summer.  

Q: So you carried your ice for refrigeration?  

A: Yes we used crushed ice in the bags. After you got married then you got married in 
early 30’s. Yes 1931, August 1, 1931. And you lived - We first started housekeeping in a little 
cottage by McCarrons’s Lake.  

Q: Okay what side of the lake?  

A: The south side. That was only a summer deal of about 4 or 5 months and then in the 
fall or winter time we moved to the city in an apartment and so we lived in a couple of 
apartments for a year or so until we were able to buy a represent home – which is- July of 
1936 and we lived there since and we live there now.  

Q: And your house is on Victoria.  

A: My wife is presently in a nursing home at Roseville and I always talk to her and I 
talked to them the other day which is law by the state. I said take it easy on her doctor I said 
she is the best wife I have ever had.  

Q: Let’s talk a little bit about your house. How much did your house cost you when you 
bought it?  

A: We bought the land and the house all for $1,000.  

Q: And that was in 36?  

A: Yes.  

Q: 1936?  

A: Yes. Q: And today the appraised value is –  

A: I think the one just the other day is $77,000.  

Q: So almost a hundred times what it was when you bought it?  

A: Yes. But I did a lot of work on it. I laid the brick on it myself.  

Q: Laid your own brick?  

A: Yes. Built my own garage Built everything that was there. My wife and I did it.  
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Q: Talk a little bit about the mail delivery. How did you get your mail?  

A: That was Como Station Route 3.  

Q: And they came and delivered your mail –  

A: Same place but now it is 2189 North Victoria – same place.  

Q: And the telephone – do you have a telephone –  

A: HU5154 –  

Q: what did the HU stand for?  

A: 48.  

Q: But didn’t they all have words like FE was federal and CA was capital HU was –  

A: They were letters then but now HU was 48 and they added a nine 489 – 5154. We 
had the same 5154 all the time.  

Q: The pictures of your house taken in 1950 has a very small tree by it.  

A: Yes. And it is still there.  

Q: The tree is still there.  

A: Yes. The tree now is the size of a small elephant it must be.  

Q: I bet it is bigger than a small elephant.  

A: Well the butt of it. The trunk is the size. I think you can see the tree when we moved 
there was not much bigger than a shovel handle and now it’s grown.  

Q: Let’s talk a little bit about the house and the kind of amenities that you had in it. You 
probably didn’t do the cooking but what kind of appliances did your wife have to cook with?   

A: We were lucky to have an electric stove. We had one before we moved and so then 
we asked for the electric stove to be put in. Northern States kind of had a hospitality deal 
that if you moved and had an electric stove moved to another place they would wire it for 
you so we had no trouble with that. We still have it.  

Q: What about a refrigerator?  

A: That is a different story. We had ice when we could afford it. Some days we couldn’t 
afford it so we didn’t have ice. The bathroom was a little one out back with a moon in the 
door.  

Q: So no running water in the house.  

A: No in fact we had no water. We had to go next door they had a pump and we went 
there and got water from them. But as soon as we could we put a pump in.  

Q: What about laundry facilities?  

A: We went there and got water we had the wash stand and the old wash tub my wife 
took care of that with a couple of wash tubs and hot water we did heat that on the stove.  

Q: Where did you go to get the water?  

A: We went next door probably a hundred feet away.  
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Q: This is a pump you pumped it up?  

A: Yep.  

Q: And then a wringer washer.  

A: No we didn’t have a washing machine then but she did it with the old scrub board 
but everytime it was payday I got another cake of soap and so on.  

Q: The other facilities in the house – how did you heat the house?  

A: It was an oil stove. We had a big oil tank that held a couple hundred gallons and we 
had to have that filled 2 or 3 times during the winter. Heated fairly well it was still dangerous 
we had no choice then.  

Q: Did they deliver the oil?  

A: Oh yes. There was several different oil companies that delivered oil to people. A lot 
of people had oil stoves.  

Q: To cook with.  

A: Well no electric we had electric. Oil stoves a lot of people of have oil heating systems 
not the type of furnaces most of the homes have nowadays. We didn’t have any gas like the 
city gas that we have now.  

Q: Where did you go for groceries?  

A: There used to be a grocery store on B and Lexington and another big grocery store 
on Lexington and Larpenteur but the big one was on University and Lexington. That was a 
superduper you could get 3 dozen eggs – I don’t remember it but enough to last awhile.  

Q: Now after you were married did you have your own car you bought a car?  

A: Always had a car even before I was married.  

Q: Where did you go for gasoline and to get the car fixed?  

A: We had a friend that had a little garage in his own yard. Mills that was at Roselawn 
and Hamline and he would take care of our mechanical needs very well. He was not only a 
good friend but a mechanic that saved our lives at some points.  

Q: What about church?  

A: Well my wife is Catholic and her agreement was mine that the children should be 
raised Catholic and I agreed to it and we went to the first mass held in Rosetown Hall on 
County Rd B and Hamline. I don’t remember what year but somewhere around 1938 
something like that.  

Q: How many kids by that point?  

A: We only had three we lost one as a baby so we had our oldest boy born in 1934 the 
one we lost born in 1936 and the one that is living now was born in 1938. That was the end 
of the baby line.  

Q: So the first mass for St. Rose was held at the town hall. Tell me a little bit about 
establishing the church there. You must have been involved with building of the St. Rose.  
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A: There wasn’t much more than a little money we had to spare but there were a lot of 
active people and I think at that time some kind of way that they could borrow money. They 
saw a need for the church and decided St. Rose and, presently Roseville school, until they 
could build a regular church next door.  

Q: So the school was built first?  

A: Yes as I understand it I could be wrong but I am pretty sure because my school went 
to the school and I think the church was built a couple of years later.  

Q: That would make sense too because if your kids were born as you say 34, 36, and 38 
the earlier one would be ready for school pretty short.  

A: He graduated from there in 8th grade and then he went to Mechanic Arts High 
School.  

Q: Tell me a little bit about the town hall and what that was like.  

A: It was mostly a meeting place generally. I understand that they use to hold courts in 
there like car thieves or robberies, but I am not sure about that but then there was some kind 
of people looking at Roseville as a business but it wasn’t Roseville rather Rosetown and I 
don’t know how much some of the other districts were included in that such as Falcon 
Heights and maybe some other North of Snelling.  

Q: What kind of activities did you do for entertainment when you were courting your 
wife?  

A: Polish dancing. There was a place in Minneapolis we would go to. There wasn’t too 
much we were really to busy to do a lot of activities and such but there was a nice dance 
place on Larpenteur and Rice Street and we would go there a lot dancing. Listen to the big 
bands. It used to be known as Thona’s Place.  

Q: How long did you work for the Gluck Company?  

A: I left there in the summer of ’32 - a little over 2 years. And then I went to the Stubers 
Dairy. Stubers had a dairy on Dale Street. Just at the west end of McCarron Boulevard area. 
They had a couple of barns and about a hundred cows I think and they had about 4 or 5 
truck drivers. They paid a little more then where I was working so I went to the dough.  

Q: And what was your route like then?  

A: Pretty much in the same area. I was mostly in Snelling area South Snelling ave area.  

Q: Did you they sell other things than milk?  

A: I don’t remember butter, maybe cottage cheese - but Stubers didn’t have much and 
that only lasted a couple of years and then they joined in with Schroeder Dairy on Rice 
Street with is generally just south of Wheelock Parkway I think you might remember there 
used to be a car wash. Shortly after that then they joined in with Schroeder Milk Company 
so at that time we had about 40 drivers. I stayed there until 1943. I got quite a good job with 
the railroad. That was the end of my dairy business days.  

Q: Which railroad?  

A: Northern Pacific at first but I ended up in Burlington Northern. They consolidated.  

Q: What did you do for the railroad?  
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A: I was a clerk in the baggage cars between St. Paul and Billings. Of course, I had rides 
all over to Winnipeg and Duluth. I left there in ’70 I think it was and the last four years I 
spent in the main office downtown and then I retired at the end of 1974.  

Q: I wanted to ask you about the ice business. How the ice was harvested on the lakes.  

A: We used to get a lot of it off of McCarrons Lake.  

Q: Tell us a little bit about how that worked. Did you ever see it?  

A: I seen it but I wasn’t too familiar with the mechanical parts of it but they would go 
out there and cut big like you would mark they would have a conveyer pull them out and 
haul them to different ice houses and packed in and as I understand it quite a distance from 
the wall of the building was all poured full of sawdust and that was the insulation so that the 
ice house wouldn’t melt so fast in the summer.  

Q: Did they deliver ice to the residents?  

A: As I remember, St. Paul used to have 65 ice delivery men going down the street. 
Ordinarily, they would hang their sign like if your ice was low in your refrigerator or ice box 
and you needed ice you would hang a sign out front so that the icemen would come in and 
fill the ice that would last probably 2 or 3 days or maybe a week depending on how much 
you used it. That was before freezer or refrigeration was around. There might have been very 
wealthy people around that had refrigerators but most of the people normally was ice boxes.  

Q: What about the milk? How did people tell you they needed milk?  

A: Generally, I knew most of the time people would take 2 quarts of milk a day and 
some would take 1 some would take 3. That was just kind of a thing “I’ll take 3 today or I 
don’t need that much I will take 1 today”.  

Q: You worked how many days a week?  

A: 13 days out of 14 until the union began to put marks on it and plus the NRA and I 
don’t know if you remember that National Recovery Act that was put in by Roosevelt in 
about 1934 and then the union stepped in about 1936. Then the law passed that we had to 
have one day off a week if we were in certain kind of industries and of course the milk 
industry was one of them. You 
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