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Q: By telling us how and when you came to Roseville.  

L: We came here the third of August 1947. There were really three reasons why we came 
to Roseville. First, the work I was in. I was in the railway mail service and I would go to 
work either in the Minneapolis depot or in the St. Paul depot and Roseville seemed to fit the 
bill because it was kinda in between and good access to whichever depot I needed to go. 
That is the primary reason. Secondly, we heard about high school going to be built out here 
and we thought that would be great for the children to have a local high school.  

D: That was to be built at Hwy 36 and Victoria.  

A: Hwy 36 and Victoria?  

D: That is what they said when we came out. That was one reason that we located where 
we did. Then of course Lexington School was there too so we wanted to be near the schools 
and the University of Minnesota when that time came.  

Q: The third reason, the first reason was your work, the second was the schools, and the 
third reason was?  

L: Most all of our relatives almost - we came from North Branch, Minnesota, area and 
our connections, - our parents were still up there and so it is nice to be located on the north 
side of the City rather than going through town everytime we want. And I guess we had 
heard good reports about Roseville. So we thought it - The big drawing point was I was a 
farm boy and here is a house for sale that had an acre lot. We couldn’t resist then.  

D: With strawberries on it.  

L: So I had a real nice piece of half acre garden to work with all these years.  

Q: Who did you buy your house from?  

D: Skebunk [?] I don’t remember his first name.  

Q: I wondered if it was part of the Sherren property went down that far but probably 
not.  

D: I know Gene Krause used to talk about how he used to help and work on our 
property. And one time our children were out digging in the garden, having lots of fun and 
they dug up a skeleton of a cow.  

Q: Really. So it had obviously been part of a farm of somebody’s.  

L: It was truck gardening where we lived at that time.  

D: Right across from us was a tomato field.  
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Q: How many houses were there on, now this is east of Cty Rd B on the north side of 
the street. How many houses were in that between B and Victoria? Or even Lexington and 
Victoria?  

D: Four. Four houses. Well there is one in the middle of the block that would have been 
five. There is a house there yet. It’s a big one now. Next to the tomato field was Koalska’s 
property. He had horses.  

L: He had a team of beautiful black horses and he would plow. We hired him to plow 
our garden several years and he used the horses for the village, too, with road maintenance 
and so on cutting grass along the edges with a team of horses and a mower. That was nice to 
see some horses right in our neighborhood. Beautiful horses and well kept.  

Q: Behind you, between you and Hwy 36, how many houses, how many streets? Were 
there any streets when you moved out there?  

D: Sherren was there.  

Q: Sherren was already there.  

D: I think there were.  

L: There weren’t very many homes there.  

D: Was the Green’s were there. There must have been four, four houses on that street. It 
is on the south side behind us.  

Q: What kinds of stores - were there for groceries?  

D: Well, we’ve been discussing that and one thing we remember was that there was kind 
of a store on Lexington and Larpenteur, on the northeast corner. And it was a unique shape 
of a building and I think in the summer they had produce out in front of it, in racks. I think 
it was two-story in the center and then they had some groceries but I don’t think that 
survived very long after we came. The next store I remember was at County Rd B and 
Snelling there were a few stores there and shops. There was the grocery store on the corner 
where the Twin City Bank is now, there was a dry cleaning establishment, a dime store, 
variety store, and a hardware store. Those are the ones I remember. So that was our first 
little shopping center. It’s changed.  

Q: It’s changed a lot.  

L: Shopping centers were nonexistent at that time.  

Q: Of course Har Mar was one of the first shopping centers. What did you do for 
entertainment? You had your children were already born by the time you moved to 
Roseville?  

D: Two of them. We had one while we lived there on County Rd B. What was it that 
you asked?  

Q: I wondered what you did for entertainment.  

L: We belonged to the PTA for one thing. In those days they did more things then 
nowadays. It seemed like it was a sort of a social part to it, too. We belonged to that which 
we enjoyed.  

Q: What kinds of things did the PTA do?  
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L: They had socials, and I don’t know all what.  

D: They had a cookbook. I still have it and I still use it.  

L: Of course we had church connections too. Not out in Roseville because there weren’t 
any churches at the time.  

Q: Where did you go to church?  

L: Down on Marshall Ave. St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. And we went there until we 
transferred to Roseville Lutheran in 1950. We decided with our children being ready to go to 
school it would be nice if they could go to church so they would have fellowship with the 
same students. I’m glad we did make that change at the time.  

Q: How old a congregation was Roseville Lutheran at that time?  

D: About 5 years. Five maybe six years.  

Q: It was pretty new.  

D: Yes, it was new. We didn’t see it when we first moved out because they were meeting 
in the basement, so we didn’t know it existed until they built the superstructure, and then in 
the fall of 49, we saw it being built and when it was going to be dedicated, my husband went 
over to the dedication and I stayed home with the children. Then we decided we are going 
to make the break and go there.  

Q: Of course when you are talking about the building of this church you are talking 
about the piece that is on Ryan and Fernwood.  

L: Fernwood, yes.  

Q: Because they have had a couple building programs since then.  

D: Several.  

L: It is quite different now.  

Q: A pretty small congregation back then.  

D: Yes. But that whole area was bare. There weren’t houses. Except just a few.  

L: Corn fields right up around the church there.  

Q: Corn fields around the church?  

L: Yep, right on that lot east of the church. The children used to have sleigh rides with 
the horses right around that area, too. Open area for farming.  

D: One thing that I have been thinking about are the early restaurants. I think probably 
the first one that we went to was on Lexington and Larpenteur. There was a beer parlor on 
the south side. They served food and that the first place we ate out after we moved to 
Roseville.  

Q: Do you remember the name of that?  

L: No I don’t either.  

D: I don’t remember that. Another early one that I thought was a big deal was Uncle 
John’s Pancake house built at the northeast corner of Snelling and B, which is now Perkins. 

Rem
em

be
rin

g R
os

ev
ille

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



 

 

That was a big deal. Then there was another unique one on the northwest corner of B and 
Snelling and that was the Frontier.  

Q: The Last Frontier.  

D: The Last Frontier, okay. It was very unique. It was a log cabin building and inside of 
it all around the walls, they had all kinds of implements and antiques of all kinds on the wall 
everywhere. It was a really unique thing, a unique place to eat.  

Q: Giesman’s Chicken Shack.  

D: When we moved out that was empty.  

Q: That was empty, okay. And McDonald’s came not too long after you moved out.  

D: It was awhile. Down there it was Harry Carlon’s Filling Station. There are three of 
those daughters of Harry Carlson that belong to our church, they may have some good 
information. Maybe you already have their names. I could give it to you otherwise. 

Q: Tell us a little bit about the school, Lexington School, and your kids’ experiences 
there?  

D: One thing that comes to mind is when they were being crowded out. The rooms 
where getting filled and they had to use a basement for a classroom. They didn’t have a 
dining room to eat. The children couldn’t go down there to eat. So they asked for PTA 
mothers to come and serve food. The cook prepared the food and then we carried it upstairs 
in the hall and we served the food right in the hall and one grade after the other came out 
and got their food and went back to their own desks because they were so crowded.  

Q: This was still when it was just a four room or a four classroom school?  

D: Yes, and growing.  

Q: And growing. When did the first addition come on? It must not have been too long 
after that?  

D: I’m sure we could find that information at home but we would have to dig.  

Q: How long or when did your last child leave that school then?  

D: This is kind of interesting. Our son was being crowded out in Lexington and they 
were building the first middle school. They didn’t have it finished, so he went to school from 
6th to 12th at Roseville high school. He never went to a junior high because there wasn’t 
any. Lexington was overcrowded so that is what happened to him. He went to school there 
more years than the others. By the time our second child, Jean, came along, they had 
finished Fairview so she attended Fairview Junior High School. Then when our third child 
came along, they had just finished Parkview and I remember her struggling with the lockers. 
She had a very hard time that year. So that is why I remember it.  

Q: So three children and they all went to different junior and middle highs.  

D: That’s right. They all did.  

Q: They all came back to Ramsey and went to school.  

D: Yes, they all graduated Ramsey.  

Q: I know that you were the President of the PTA for awhile.  
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L: Yes, I was both at Lexington School and at Fairview Junior High I had a term.  

Q: Tell us what a president of the PTA did for an elementary school and then we will 
talk about what they did for a junior high.  

L: Kinda had committee people and they did most of the work. Presidents kind of a tie 
things together and try to encourage this and that to be done.  

D: Then there was one special time when they built the new building. You participated 
in dedicating.  

L: Oh yes, dedication of the second building they put up.  

Q: Is this the one along B that you are talking about?  

L: Yes. I was involved in the dedication of that building. I don’t know, I felt very 
inadequate, in a way. I didn’t know how to do these things but the people were faithful and 
did what they were suppose to very well. School meant a lot to people in those days. They 
didn’t have so many activities. This was a community thing. They seemed to appreciate 
seeing each other that way. I felt honored to be selected to Chairman for a few years.  

Q: Was it different when you were the Chairman at the Junior High PTA?  

L: Some, I guess. Things were on a different level a little bit, I guess. I don’t think we 
had quite as many activities either in the grade school.  

Q: What kind of activities were at the grade school that the PTA did?  

L: I don’t know. Different kinds of socials, I guess. I don’t really recall just all the 
programs they had.  

D: Just the regular monthly meeting was an important function. Today it’s hard to get 
parents to come but it was important then because you didn’t have so many things.  

Q: I know that they had - put on programs. I know that they showed films and they put 
on various programs and did all kinds of things like that.  

L: It was kind of the community center in those early days.  

Q: Do you want to talk a little bit about your tree in the park?  

L: I felt very honored that they would have a tree planted in my memory, so to speak.  

D: Your honor. You are still here.  

L: Memories is kind a rough fatal sounding thing. Yes, I was very pleased to have this 
happen. I hope the tree will grow and be beautiful.  

Q: It’s doing well.  

L: I stop by once in awhile and go and take a look at it. I’ve always enjoyed raising and 
planting trees for our lot that we had. I had a lot of trees planted there. That tree is 
meaningful to me.  

Q: Your daughter had a good idea.  

L: Yes, I appreciated that.  

D: Then you had your family there while you planted. Two grandchildren.  
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Q: Now you don’t, you still live in Roseville but you’ve moved.  

L: Yes we have. We gave up living in a home. Seemedwell, like an acre land was more 
than I really could care for any longer and Dorothy didn’t like the walking steps. We were in 
a four bedroom home. We were glad to get rid of stairways. So we made a move which 
wasn’t easy to do, after we have been there for 49 years and the kids had grown up in the 
place. Actually it was harder for the children then us, I guess, because that is the only life 
they knew was in that home. We were there for 49 years. We are happy where we are now 
too at Midland Grove.  

Q: Do you miss the strawberries?  

L: I do and I had raspberries we used to have. Eat all we could and I miss some of that. 
The new owners have been kind and generous too. We are on very good terms with them so 
I had a chance to pick raspberries last year too, some. I don’t know if we yet to be doing it 
any other years. They were very pleased to bought our place. They were interested in organic 
gardening which I was doing and had for several years. She especially had done gardening 
and was interested in that and liked to have the land and space. They have been friendly 
people to us, if we wanted to stop in . That helped make it a lot easier to give up our 
property.  

Q: Dorothy, do you want to talk a little bit about what it was like while he was railway 
off on the railways and you were home with the kids?  

D: Well, it wasn’t easy. It was difficult many times.  

L: Tell them about 56 years ago, yesterday.  

D: What are you thinking of.  

L: Our first child’s birthday.  

D: He wasn’t born there.  

L: No, you were alone.  

D: Oh, I see your point. I was alone when my first child was born. He was out in South 
Dakota. In Aberden, South Dakota. It had rained and then frozen so that the wire telegraph 
wires were down and they couldn’t move the trains because they didn’t know if there was 
another train coming. He had to wait until it was telegraph wires were clear or whatever, 
fixed or repaired anyway. By that time, then our son had been born.  

Q: So the first news over the wire was “guess what dad.”  

L: No, I didn’t get the news until I got home. Then it was too late. You got home too 
late, so he had to wait until the next day to come and see us.  

Q: While the kids were growing up, he was still traveling.  

D: Yes. He traveled until about 72 so yes. I had to take care of a lot of things while he 
was gone.  

Q: I’m curious. A lot of women didn’t drive. Did you?  

D: I drove.  

Q: You drove. So you had - you would pick up the kids and go to the grocery store. Pick 
up the kids and do all of the things.  
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D: Take them to music lessons, church, youth activities, yes I did.  

Q: Music lessons? Where did you go for music lessons?  

D: Well I took the two older ones to a Mrs. Steingraber who lived in Como Park area for 
piano lessons. OUr younger daughter went to the Rymer School.  

Q: Around the corner, basically. Is there anything else that we should talk about? 
Anything else that you would like to share?  

L: I am glad we made the move to live Roseville. We have been well pleased with 
everything here pertaining government and schools have certainly been top priority. I’m glad 
we made that move.  

Q: From North Branch.  

L: We lived in St. Paul for awhile too for a few years. Felt kind of cramped.  

Q: Well, if you lived in North Branch, St. Paul is going to be cramped.  

L: Yes.  

Q: Quite a difference.  

L: The City is reaching upward to North Branch. Almost suburb all the way now.  

Q: Right. Is there anything else?  

D: I remember another restaurant. Webber’s. That was one block north of Larpenteur 
on Snelling. It was a white, like a white house, a white frame house. One-story frame house - 
that’s what it looked like - and that was Webber. We went there for very special occasions.  

Q: A fancy place.  

L: Yes, it was a fancy eating place.  

D: There weren’t any fast food places. Oh, I know another place. There was Earl’s Pizza. 
That was another one out here.  

Q: On Lexington.  

D: On Lexington near Larpenteur. And that is still here.  

Q: That is still there.  

D: That is probably the only one that is still here.  

Q: Especially in that shopping center.  

D: Others have come and gone.  

Q: Lots of others. Anything else that we should?  

D: It was important to the children to have a playground at Lexington and B. I’m 
thankful that it is a playground now. I hope it can remain that. I think we need open spaces 
because the cities are filling up and moving out but they are getting full there too. It is very 
important to have open spaces.  

Q: I agree fully. But you know that.  

D: We used to go over to the Waterworks and walk sometimes. Our children would 
climb around there. There wasn’t any Central Park in the beginning.  
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Q: Central Park south of Hwy 36 is not real accessible to kids either. You probably 
wouldn’t let your kids go up there. I didn’t let my kids go up there when they were younger. 
I think we are ready to tape these pictures.  

 

Showing Pictures - planting trees in Lexington Park 

 

D: Gene Krause, who is the son of Charlie Krause had a filling station and he was a very 
outgoing person. Very interested in everybody. A jolly good fun person. Then they had a 
little lunch counter in the station where the people could have a cup of coffee and a 
hamburger or whatever. - What else?? 

Q: The station was on the northwest corner of B and Lexington.  

L: Yes, it had a good reputation. Gene was an honest person, I guess, so everybody 
trusted him, which was nice.  

D: I wish I could remember some of things he told us that happened there.  

Q: I think it was a Texaco Station, is that right?  

L: Yes, it was.  

Q: It was very much a social place.  

D: Yes, it was. He is a social person. His wife Jean was also a social person. They built a 
house just a stone’s throw from the filling station. Then he made a beautiful yard. He had a 
green thumb. He had a beautiful yard, beautiful shrubs, and had it done just beautifully. All 
the Krause’s did like to grow plants.  

Q: Krause’s actually owned three of the corners on B and Lexington.  

L: Yes.  

Q: Anything else?  

D: I know he told us some stories, but I can’t remember them.  

Q: I think that should do it.  
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