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Q: I think we are just about ready to go, so if you want to start talking about how you 
came to Roseville and when.  Just have at it.   

A: My first connection to Rosetown it was at that time was in 1940 when I met a young 
man that lived out here in Rosetown, Como Station Route 3.  We dated and I came out to 
the old homestead which is still right here on 1863 North Chatsworth.  The old homestead 
is still there.  There is somebody living in it yet.  At that time, when you left Larpenteur Ave 
there was just maybe one house up to Roselawn and Chatsworth.  My father-in-law and 
mother-in-law truck farmed that way back.   

Q: Your father-in-law’s name is?   

A: Was Theodore Zweig.  His wife’s name was Lilly.  She later died and he was a 
widower for a while and raised his kids there.  So when I went out there it was really out in 
the country because I had lived in town out in the Rice Street area.  I did go out there quite a 
bit.  Then Herb got inducted into the service of course.  So then when he was gone, I still 
went out there visiting for dinner and things out by the old place.  So then when he came 
back from the service, we were married in 1946.  We were given a piece of property on the 
northeast corner of Roselawn and Chatsworth.  His dad asked which land we would like and 
we took the corner.  That went down Chatsworth alittle north.  North on Chatsworth.  So 
then we put in a basement and we lived in it for one year.  Then we built the top part of the 
house.  Going back, when I first came out here and dated and that and even afterwards we 
used to go to dances at the school house like Lake Owasso and some of those school 
houses.  I remember even one time going to the town hall one time.  The old town hall 
where the library is yet.  Then we also used to go to a lot of eating places out here because 
there wasn’t much in that time for going out and eating I will tell you that.  But there was a 
place called the Golden Gopher on Snelling and near Cty Rd B.  The four of us went there 
one New Year’s Eve to celebrate.  That was in 1940.  I also remember a little dinner on 
Larpenteur where Rainbow is now up in that area there was a big hill there then.  You had to 
go up a lot of steps.  I remember going in that dinner and that young man his name was wait 
a minute I have to think well regardless he later owned the Frontier years later.  We used to 
go there of course that is a little later.  Up from the street from me when I first moved out 
here there were a few houses on east of me.  One was ??? and he lived in the second house 
from me and he had a feed store there, which we could get feed for the animals.   

Q: This is on Chatsworth?   

A: Yes, no, no on Roselawn.  North on Roselawn almost before you get up to the 
Roselawn Cemetery.  I remember that now later they made a little house out of it and they 
sold and built it up so many times.  Then down below me it was all truck farms that would 
be north of me.  My brother-in-law and sister-in-law still truck farmed when I moved out 
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there and they also lived in their basement.  Their names were Clarence and Grace Zweig 
and they were right across Mr. Zuettel there that has doings with the park now.  I knew 
Jeanette very well.  I used to buy flowers from her and vegetables and that.  Then if you 
went down Roselawn, it was all empty lots because my father-in-law he remarried when my 
husband was in the service.  They built a little house down where Oxford should have came 
to down there.  That is that little house down there and at that time the fellas that owned 
where all those nice townhouses are now he was wiring he would do wiring and that an 
electric, what is the name?   

Q: An electrician.   

A: Electric was his name.  He owned that big home which they took away now.  I 
remember at Christmas he always had animals out there sheep and all that and music playing 
and then as you went down I remember the filling station down on the corner that was 
owned by oh here I got it written I kinda forget you know how that goes.  I know and 
behind that filling station it wasn’t owned by ??? I know the fella that originally owned it and 
he lived in that house next to it which they moved up by us on Chatsworth later.  But there 
was another little house behind there then and that is where my sister-in-law and brother-in-
law lived before they got married and that is where the truck farmed in back of us still.  Then 
as you went down Nelson Blvd just down be south of me on the east side of the street and 
she had chickens and all that and we used to buy eggs and things from her.   You could hear 
the roosters crowing.  There wasn’t too many homes you know there were a few.  Then later 
on my father-in-law started to sell some property and then gradually people built.  But 
behind C like in here now I have so many pictures here where they built where it was all 
empty where they built our home.  We built our basement.  It shows way down to Shryer 
there was nothing until you got down to Shryer there were no streets in between there.  The 
streets were kinda not like nowadays.   

Q: Must have been a lot of fun during the winter when there was snow.   

A: Our closest grocery store when I moved out there was the Peterson’s that was on B 
and Larpenteur on this side.  They had meat, fresh meats and that kind and Barn’s had one 
but that was across the street on Lexington on the corner.  Then I vaguely remember that 
Falcon Oil started their first station there on Dionne and Lexington there was a big hole 
there at that time and that is where Columbia Transit buses first parked their buses years ago 
until they moved to another area.  Then I could cut through the fields.  Then I had a little 
son in 1955 a little boy he was Ted II he was named Theodore after his grandpa and I used 
to go through the fields cross cut right up through there.  See at that time then there started 
to be like Hanson’s Drugs.  We had a little eating place in there.   

Q: Where was Hanson’s Drugs?   

A: It was right where the Lexington Plaza is now.  In that area.  I could never begin to 
tell you how many different outfits have been in there.  Stores, even banks.  A couple 
different banks where in there, furniture stores, shoe stores, and a variety store, and that type 
of stuff.  I used to buy shoes and clothes for my little guy from the variety store.  I 
remember also let’s see what year they went out.  When they built the court, my husband 
went to Lexington and so did my son went to Lexington school.  I remember on Uncle 
John’s Pancakes because that was the first place out there for pancakes and that is where of 
course where Perkins is now.  Then I remember Kraus’s station down there on B and he 
also just had a little place in there you could sit there wasn’t much room.  Mostly men went 
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in there and ate and had a cup of coffee.  You didn’t see too many women going in there.  
Of course across the street was once a Kramm’s Store way back and I don’t know how 
many since.   

Q: You mean where SuperAmerica is.   

A: Yes.  I remember us going to a place called another place we used to go and dance 
and that.  It was near Lake Johanna but it was just small.  You could go in there and have 
something eat or drink whatever you wanted.  We used to go there quite a bit.  That was 
before we were even married you know when we were dating.  Now what.  I could think of 
a lot of things.  It could go on and on.  Down where Roseville Lutheran Church is, I 
remember there was an old farm house right there and I remember him telling me that he 
would only sell it the property to the church if she sold.   

Q: She would only sell it to Roseville Lutheran?   

A: To a church.  She would like to sell it to a church.  I remember that when they said 
they were going to build that church.  That is a little old one.   

Q: The small one that is on Ryan and Fernwood.  It was important to get churches built 
in the community was the community was growing I would image she wanted to make sure 
a church would get in.   

A: When I see now the kids went to high school way back then they had to go to 
Central.  They graduated from Central along until they got Ramsey.   

Q: Where did your son go to school.   

A: My son went to Ramsey.   

Q: Where did he go to elementary school?   

A: Lexington. And he went to Ramsey and he went to I got his picture in the back here 
in his winter carnival.  He was born March 2, 1955 and he attended Lexington and Parkview.  
Yea, it was brand new when he went there.  The first group going there.  Then he went to 
Ramsey it would be 25 years now since he graduated from Ramsey.  He has been King 
Boreas and very active in Winter Carnival.  In fact he has been in all the steps going down 
and right now he is going to be chairman of the board of the Winter Carnival.  It sounds 
pretty impressive.  I got a picture and he also has a son now and his name is Theodore.  So it 
would be Theordore Zweig III.  That is why I kept his surname when I remarried.  Darle 
and I have been married 35 years.  I remember like my first neighbors next to me now I am 
going to go and visit them in ??? Arkansas.  They were my very first neighbors.  They are the 
???.  We think a lot of each other and like Zuettel’s you have known them so long and their 
kids when they were growing up.  Also the Rice girls had lived across from me.  They were 
smaller then.   

Q: Now, did your husband market garden also?   

A: No, he didn’t he worked for the Roselawn Greenhouses years ago down there.  Then 
he worked for Ramsey County after that.   

Q: The Roselawn Greenhouses?   

A: Yea, on  Victoria and Larpenteur.  It was where all those little houses are now.  It was 
the Roselawn Greenhouses.   
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Q: Was that a florist business.   

A: Yea, they did both flower work then.  Also like Lebens and them do.  Oh, that is 
another thing I remember, where the Roseville Senior house is now that was a Ziittel.  He 
spelled his name different than Zuettel and they are brothers aren’t they?   

Q: Yea, they are brothers.   

A: And my brother-in-law my father-in-law worked once in awhile for them you know 
because he was good at planting.   He wanted to make a little extra money because they 
didn’t get much social security you know.  I remember him working there before they were 
thinking about clearing it out and thought about the Senior house.   

Q: I was wondering about the competition among all the different market gardeners and 
florists.   

A: I don’t think it was competition I think they were all very friendly.  They all got 
together they had dances over in Minneapolis the gardeners dances no they were because 
what I remember being real good friends with all them.  They all got along so good.  But 
some of them grow different kinds of things.  My father-in-law grew a lot of parsnips, I can 
remember that.  She knew how to fix them in so many different ways.  Raw parsnips.  He 
had tomatoes and lettuce.  Now Grace and Clarence had more lettuce and cauliflower and 
that kind of stuff down below.  Where my house is now they grow a lot of tomatoes.  I 
know that.  That is what he grew a lot of so it just depends on the market.  He went to the 
Minneapolis market they didn’t go to St. Paul.  Most all of them from that area where gong 
that way.  I know the Struves and all of them.   

Q: Why did they go the Minneapolis market?   

A: I don’t know but they did.  I don’t know why they did. I suppose assortment of 
reasons.  I also remember that root beer stand up on Hamline and Larpenteur and it was 
owned by a Godfrey and behind them was a great big hole so we used to always call it 
Godfrey’s hole.  You know when it rained it would go right over the road over there on 
Larpenteur.  Oh gosh, it was deep. So they finally did something about it.  We used to go 
there for root beer.  See that was one of the things to do too. In those days.  There wasn’t 
too much.  We sure missed when the dime store went out.  You know when they first ???  
They had a ??? Everybody missed that.  Snyders used to have a little eating space in there on 
Larpentuer and way, way back I remember when Herb and I first stayed there was like this 
little restaurant in the Lexington Plaza area where the Dairy Queen is but I can’t remember 
the name of it but it wasn’t much.  All I remember is that it was kind of old.  It probably got 
taken down shortly after that.  Maybe when Falcon Oil and that type of stuff came in.  See 
that would be way back when we were first dating then.  I’m trying to think of all the other 
things.    

Q: tell me a little bit about the streets went in.  You said when you moved out there were 
no streets at all.   

A: There wasn’t any streets like between Larpenteur when you left Larpenteur and came 
up north to Roselawn.  There was no streets in between there.  Then when you got down 
Roselawn a little bit there was like a road going through because there was the ??? they had a 
truck farm there.  It’s still there now and the house is still there too and somebody is living 
there.  That wasn’t really a street I used to just cut through there you know.  Then where I 
was below you didn’t get any streets until you got way down to Shryer.  From Roselawn to 
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Shryer.  I remember when the Furrier was down there to on Lexington I’m trying to think 
where that is just between you know right on Lexington.  We know the people living Gordy 
Miller lives there now.  

Q: A Furrier?   

A: Yea, that was a Furrier’s house because when they bought it they found that it had 
rooms down there because cooler like for keeping furs.  There was a furrier there.   

Q: Now did they have a fur farm as well.   

A: No, they (BOTH TALKING AT ONCE – CAN’T UNDERSTAND)  Or making 
them.  I suppose he bought them.  I vaguely remember that of course there wasn’t any 
houses in there.   

Q: This is Lexington?  South of Roselawn or north?   

A: No, it would be yea that next street up from Roselawn.   

Q: North of Roselawn.   

A: Yes, I can’t think of it now, isn’t that terrible.  I’m trying to think of all the things.  
Then I have a picture here on Roselawn Ave way back when it was sent to my husband in 
the service.  Struvey’s truck farm and ??? down there.  Decorations there the water is way 
over Roselawn and all through the fields.  The old picture among my souvenirs.   

Q: From rain?   

A: I suppose, yea.  It had rained so much.  That was in 1944.   

Q: No storm sewers?   

A: Oh, no.  Because I didn’t get a storm sewer even for quite a while when I think about 
it.  

Q: You built your house.  You built the basement house.   

A: We put the basement in first and then we decided we would pay for that first and 
then take out a loan for the top later on.  Then we didn’t have to take out such a big loan.  
My sister-in-law and brother-in law did the same thing, built a basement below it.   

Q: What kind of facilities did you have in it?  Did you have water?   

A: Not at that time, I had a well.  A deep well.  I also hadn’t had sewers either.   

Q: You had a septic tank?   

A: Yes.   

Q: What kind of a stove did you have?   

A: I had electric of course.  I always had an electric stove.   

Q:  A furnace?   

A: Yea.   

Q: What kind of a furnace?   
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A: gas furnace.  Because you had to fill the tanks.  When I lived in the basement I had a 
stove down there which was heated with oil.  Down in the basement but when we built the 
house.  Then I had a shower down there.  It was really kinda neat.  

Q: Then you had a bathroom?   

A: Oh sure.   

Q: bathroom in the house.  What was it like when the City water and sewer went 
through?  I have heard people that said no, no City well.   

A: You mean they wanted to keep their well water.  I didn’t mind the well water I had no 
problems with it.  I didn’t seem to be hard I had no problems.  I didn’t have any problem at 
all.  A lot of people, then I got so used to that well water that when the hooked up to City it 
tastes different to me.  I didn’t mind it myself.  Some of the people did.  Of course money, 
but we did put a sewer in I can’t remember what the date was but we did it as soon as it 
came through right away.  We had to have it redone since.  When they put Chatsworth in 
you know the curb and gutters it needed some repairs so we had that done at that time.  

Q: I was thinking about the water running down the street and covering the field and 
had it been before this time.   

A: We were up higher on the corner in the basement and the water runs down more so 
we didn’t have any problems with that.  We didn’t no we never have.   

Q: it’s always the reason for putting in  

A: But I remember when I moved out there, my mom, you know I lived out on Rice 
Street by Washington High that is where I lived.  Oh my gosh you are moving so far.  Out in 
the country I will never see you hardly.  It seemed far.  Because I still liked the church in 
town for awhile.  After I left got up by Elmhurst Cemetery if it was like at the choir practice 
or something and it was getting late it was pretty and if it was a stormy night that wind 
would be really going across Larpenteur there you know then I would usually turn on 
Victoria because the road was a little nicer by the cemetery and come up that way and go 
down.  It seemed like it would be clearer.  Lots of nice memories.  I have enjoyed all these 
memories here.  There too.  Darryl and I have done a lot of things with the house.  Change 
it a lot inside of course.   

Q: It has been a long time since 1940.   

A: Yes, 53 years now in the same home.   

Q: Is there any other things that we need to talk about?   

A: Well, I am just thinking here as I look to see if there was something.  Maybe if I had 
just gone, I have pictures when we first started the basement and how you can see and when 
we started the top.  You can still see there wasn’t much around even then.  We even had 
turkeys once in a pen in our yard.  Raised turkeys and we also planted a whole bunch of 
evergreens down below us.  One time we thought we were going to sell them, well, we 
ended up giving them almost all away to our neighbors and that.  My oldest nephew and 
wife, we sold them a lot below.  George and Elaine Boyd so we sold them that piece of 
property.  They wanted to live out there.   

Q: They are not raising turkeys though.   
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A: No.  He must be there about close to 30 years now.  Because when I think back now 
oh yea it probably is. I think I am covering stuff pretty well don’t you?  

Q: I think you have done a wonderful job.   

A: Oh, yea I said that.  Oh that was Keens place.  I don’t remember if somebody might 
remember that.   

Q: This is the place on Lexington?   

A: On Lexington out a ways it wasn’t too far on that right hand side as you go north it 
was called Keens.  I don’t know why it was a fun place.  It sticks in my mind.  I told about 
the Falcon Oil that is on Dionne. And the feed store.  Later he had a bait store up on Sperl’s 
Boat Works up on North Snelling and that is where my hubby now he bought a boat from 
him once.  Some kind of a boat because he was a good friend of the Zibell’s that lived on 
Cty Rd B and Snelling and they had that farm there with white geese and Darle was a real 
good friend of them so he knows some of that from when he used to go around with Dick 
so he knew some of the things with them too.  I remember a couple of other restaurants 
right near where the old fish house used to be on Snelling.  We used to go there and eat but 
I just can’t remember.   

Q: An old fish house?   

A: Yes, there used to a fish place you know they had smoked fish and that.  It was 
owned by the Winbergs.  He was a good friend of my hubby now, Darryl.  They had really 
good smoked fish.  I remember when they said they were going to build the hamburger 
place there.   

Q: McDonald’s?   

A: Oh, yea we thought that was something.   

Q: It was the first one.   

A: I know it out there.  We always thought oh yea we are going to miss.   

Q: It was special.   

A: Yea, the hamburger place.  It was like I say there wasn’t too many places to go and eat 
there were some out further.   

Q: Are there any other things we should talk about?  If there aren’t then we will have 
them tape some of your pictures.   

A: I think I am covering it all pretty good here.  I have notes with me but I think I 
looked it over.  I did want to mention about my brother-in-law and sister-in-law truck 
farming.  I still associate, well he has been gone quite awhile, but with Grace.  She lives out 
in Mounds View.   
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