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Showing pictures 

Q: A little background on the family and how it came to Rosetown.   

A: Well my grandfather, my mother’s father, came over from Germany with his parents. 
He was just a baby the first time they came. I don’t know where they settled. Wherever it 
was, they were truck farmers and they needed fertile land and wherever it was the land was 
not good. They did not make a go of it so they went back to Germany. They sent someone, 
I think it was his cousin that came over and kind of scouted out the land and came to this 
area. Found this land was rich for farming so he wrote back saying, “I think we’ve got a 
place.” There were a bunch of them from Germany, neighbors. My parents both my parents 
their families were neighbors in Germany and they came across together.  

Q: So this is the Struve family?  

A: Struve and the Schroeders. Then they settled out here. The second time grandpa said 
he was about 7 or maybe a little maybe about 10 when they came back. They were able then 
to make a go of it farming and settled in this area because of the rich land. My mother’s 
family, the Schroeder family lived out on Larpenteur and Fernwood. What is now the 
Rainbow food store and the Roseville Theaters, that was their land. The Struve’s were they 
had several places but the homestead itself is on Roselawn right between Lexington and 
Fernwood there right across from Roseville Lutheran Church. That house was built in about 
1903. That is one of them that is still there and is still on the history trail for Roseville. They 
were gardeners, I have pictures of them and the farm with the team and the wagons all set 
up for market. My dad’s family they went to the Minneapolis market. I don’t know how they 
decided which market to go to. I think my mother’s went to the St. Paul market. It was just 
all empty. Pretty much truck gardening and that gardening more than what you think of as a 
farm with cattle and that.  

Q: What kind of crops did they grow?  

A: Basically, what I could remember it was like squash, beets, spinach, parsnips, lettuce, 
cucumbers, and onions. They weren’t a whole lot into corn, they did have some but that was 
mostly for the family itself. We had a great big peony patch or whichever we called them 
peonies that dad would take to the market and also glads. That was pretty much spinach and 
lettuce is what I could remember the most. It seemed like we were always cutting spinach 
and lettuce and you would have to wash it and that. My grandparents they said that when 
they got their vegetables ready for market they would take them down to Como and wash 
them at Como Lake.  

Q: In the lake?  
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A: In the lake. It was a lot cleaner then. In my time, we had sheds we had big bins or 
troughs that we would wash all the vegetables in and get ready. Dad would have to get up at 
about 4:00 to head for market. He probably won’t get home until it just depends a good day 
would be 8 or 9 o’clock or if he had to stay longer with the vegetables it would be 10 or so. 
You had to get the vegetables in early before they got the hot sun and wilt and that. That 
was mother out there cutting the spinach and the vegetables that would wilt had to especially 
get in. My job was supposedly to come out with the wheel barrel and be out there to take the 
bushel back. I would usually be out there for the first one because she got me up but the 
second group of spinach was ready to come and there was nobody out there with a wheel 
barrel. I would go back to bed. But basically as I was growing up I would take care of the 
house and did the meals and mom spent time out in the fields and getting the vegetables 
ready.  

Q: How did you prepare the fields for planting? These are all annual crops that you are 
talking about.  

A: We had tractors. Dad did some by horse but at the very early what I remember the 
most we plowed with the tractor. He had a tractor. Before that of course it was the team of 
horses. He would plow it, and disc and get it ready and out there by hand planting. Planters 
either would kind of go down the rows or sometimes you just crawl along the rows on your 
hands and knees and put them in. We didn’t do a whole lot where you started the plants first 
and then transplanted because most of our stuff was planted by seed, spinach and that 
wasn’t a transplant type like tomatoes or something would be. We did have some of that but 
that wasn’t one of their big crops so it was mostly. There were some seeders that you did 
have on the back of the tractor but a lot of it was by hand.  

Q: Where did you get your seed?  

A: Northrup King was always the main seed place that they had places here and then you 
could send for it too. When they really into the gardening, Northrup King had some big seed 
companies where they would buy from.  

Q: I wondered if they came out to sell seed or if they had  

A: They could have. I do remember when I was old enough to go along we did go 
someplace in Minneapolis. They could very well have been that too, I don’t remember.  

Q: The gardens were planted probably as soon as the weather was nice outside?  

A: As soon as they could get out in those fields and wouldn’t get stuck with the tractor. 
You always tried to get out the earliest that you could and get some of those first crops and 
be the first one down on market because the first is when everybody was hungry. The first is 
when you do the best.  

Q: Did you have asparagus too?  

A: Some but that wasn’t a, mainly that was for the family not for selling that much.  

Q: What did your dad do in the winter time? These are all summer through fall crops.  

A: The winter was basically just keeping up with the farm. We would have some animals. 
There again for our needs. Fixing any machinery or preparing for the spring. He did not 
have another job that he had at that time.  

Q: Why don’t you tell us a little bit about the house.  
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A: It was a typical farm house at that time. The basement was just a dirt floor. It has 
since been fixed up. My father wouldn’t recognize the house anymore. We had a second 
story. There was, I was the only child so there was just the three of us. Then my dad’s 
brother lived with us also because he helped out in the farming and then my mother’s sister 
so we did have a good house full. For awhile until oh, until I started going to school it was 
strictly the outhouse. We didn’t get plumbing until the 40’s in the late probably about 45 or 
so that the plumbing was put into the house.  

Q: Water in the kitchen was pumped?  

A: Yes.  

Q: You had a well.  

A: Yea, we had a well and the outhouse. I don’t remember the frigeration but I know we 
did have a refrigerator where you put the ice.  

Q: The ice box?  

A: The ice box, I was just going to say it wasn’t refrigerator. I keep trying not to call it ice 
box anymore. That was just something we just always called it the ice box but that I don’t 
remember.  

Q: For cooking?  

A: We did have a woodstove and mother kept that woodstove but we also had an 
electric range. That woodstove was just kind of nice that you would always have one place 
that was a warmer and you could keep stuff warmer and we also used that for heating a lot in 
the winter when it was cold. We would sit out by the oven and let the heat, wood was 
warmer, let the heat from that. I don’t remember what kind of furnace we had. I know it was 
coal but I know it wasn’t that warm for the rest of the house so when it got cold in the 
winter we used that wood kitchen stove to help keep us warm. We sat out in the kitchen in 
front of that oven.  

Q: So there wasn’t a furnace of some kind?  

A: Yea, but like I say I didn’t get involved in the furnace so I don’t remember what we 
had. I know we did have coal, I know we did have a coal bin downstairs. There was that type 
of furnace. Dad would have to go down a couple of times in the night he would go down 
and keep the coal.  

Q: Did you have radiators?  

A: Yea, we had radiators.  

Q: So hot water heat.  

A: Mother got use to cooking on that woodstove so she preferred that to the electric 
range. She knew what she was doing on that woodstove.  

Q: Knew how to control the heat. You didn’t have to fix the wood though.  

A: Trees or whatever we cut down that was the wood that we used. Dad would get from 
trees or whatever that he had cut down.  

Q: We just saw some pictures of water on Roselawn Ave. Do you want to tell us a little 
bit about that?  
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A: I noticed that they said the date on that was 1942 so it must have been a year when 
we either had a lot of snow or a lot of rain because that was their fields looked like it pretty 
well got flooded out. You can see when you are looking at this picture you are looking down 
from Roselawn and Fernwood you are looking down towards Lexington you can see, I don’t 
know how plain those buildings will be down there but that is what is now Ace’s Station that 
you can see way down on the corner. That whole land was just all garden truck garden down 
to that corner.  

Q: Pretty deep with water.  

A: Yea. At that one point, it must have been a good year for a lot of snow. It may have 
been because there is another picture of my dad plowing out the station down there and a 
lot of snow but no that was 1945 it said on that picture. Here I thought oh we have a picture 
with all the snow and then all the water but that was in 1945 that it showed dad out there 
with his tractor. He would plow open the station. At that time it was kind of a station / 
tavern type that would serve beer and that. My dad and my uncle would keep that plowed. 
At that time it was a Floyd Thompson that had the station.  

Q: How were the streets plowed? They plowed out the station so that people could get 
in there and buy gas but how did the cars get to the station?  

A: I don’t really know. If he plowed the street all the way, I guess I don’t really know. I 
remember plows but I don’t know if the county had plowed them already but I am sure the 
tractors were used more than.  

Q: Hwy 10 was Lexington so that probably would have been plowed by the State but 
I’m wondering about Roselawn.  

A: Roselawn was a county road and I don’t know just when I mean what I can 
remember I remember the county trucks. I’m sure at first it started out with who was living 
around there with tractors and that but I don’t know when the county started plowing but I 
do remember that is what I remember plowing them but I can’t remember how far back it 
was. I’m just you know I’m kind of with Roseville a little bit of Rosetown ship but I was 
born and raised right there in Roselawn.  

Q: Let’s talk a little bit about Lexington school because I know you have some pictures 
of Lexington school.  

A: Yes, my mother went to Lexington school when it was still the wood school house 
before we had the brick school house that was there when they tore it down plus the new 
additions. They went there basically through oh I think until they were 10 or 11 then they 
would go to a Parochial school. That is when they started confirmation so she didn’t 
graduate from Lexington. They graduate from Trinity Lutheran School down in St. Paul 
when they started confirmation then they sent them to a Parochial school. I guess I didn’t 
really realize that Lexington just wasn’t that old brick school that you saw that there was 
another school there before that. Then the constantly built on. When I started it was still just 
the old brick school.  

Q: The four classrooms.  

A: The four classrooms right. Then as it progressed, I think through all my years of 
going to Lexington they were building at some point they would build on one section then 
they bought more land. My uncle had a farm right next to Lexington school and then they 
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bought that land and put on another addition. That was right when I was coming to about 
6th grade so I was on my way out of Lexington school. We only went there until sixth grade 
and in fact when I was in sixth grade for about six weeks or so some of us from sixth grade 
went to the high school until they got partition built because it was too crowded there. After 
sixth grade we didn’t have the junior highs Fairview was just being built so we went to the 
high school which was then Ramsey High School in seventh grade we started there. When I 
was in eighth grade we went half days because until Fairview got done they needed more 
space so seventh graders went in the morning. We went half days and every other day one 
day was morning and one day was afternoon and we split with the seventh. One day the 
seventh grade would go in the morning and the eighth grade in the afternoon and then the 
next day it was just the opposite until Fairview got done and then the seventh graders went 
over there and we stayed as the eighth graders and each year they gradually added a grade to 
Fairview so that when we finally got to be tenth graders or no eleventh graders we were no 
longer the youngest class in high school because all the way through we were the youngest 
class. When we were the seniors we let them know we were the seniors. It was enough of 
this being the youngest one all the time so that is when the junior highs started out here 
then. Well, that would have been about well I graduated in 61 so 58 or probably 55 / 56 
when Fairview I’m not sure exactly the year. We had half days and I know that when we had 
the afternoon shift we didn’t get out until 5. It got to be I think we started the morning 
probably went to about 12 and then the other shift came so it got to be a long day.  

Q: You got full days of school but in a half day.  

A: Right, put them all in the half a day.  

Q: You said because of the partition hadn’t been built, you are speaking of the partition 
in the basement at Lexington school?  

A: Lexington school, no actually I think it might have been their second addition to the 
school. They added one addition and I think I was in the younger grades and then they 
added another addition and it was one of those. There again I don’t remember for sure but I 
think it was well it could have been after they put just that first addition on, like I say I don’t 
remember. I really thought it was later than that. One of the additions wasn’t done yet so 
there again we had to split. There wasn’t enough room at the school so some had to go to 
the high school.  

Q: A lot of people moving into the community.  

A: We were one of the first groups that probably went to Ramsey from sixth grade on 
we were there but we weren’t there that long. I think it was six weeks or so maybe a quarter 
at the high school and then they had the addition finished enough so that we all fit at 
Lexington.  

Q: Now, the houses that are around your homestead there on Fernwood and Roselawn.  

A: There are some houses on Fernwood were older houses and they were there but now 
all the area from Fernwood or from Roselawn onto Garden and then from Fernwood to 
Lexington that is all built since I say from the 50’s I would say that all started building up. 
There were some houses on Garden that were there before that they are older and on 
Fernwood itself on the west side were there. Then across the street from us the church that 
was my aunt that had that land. The church bought some and then the whole field part was 
kind of a little league baseball took that over so that was just kind of condemned and that 
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was taken for the little league. Hers wasn’t built up with houses. Hers was with the church 
and the baseball diamond.  

Q: You watch the church grow there too.  

A: Yes. They had been great neighbors. That was a pleasant experience. They really 
grew. They got bigger and bigger but it is a nice church.  

Q: Let’s talk a little bit about the park there that is across the street. You didn’t know it 
as Bruce Russel Park. It was Candy Cane.  

A: No. I do remember when they did rename it for Bruce Russel that when he lost his 
life but that was not in our family a happy situation. Like I say that land was all condemned 
and taken and what value they were going to offer my aunt. They were going to do that to 
our land. They actually wanted ours on the other side of Roselawn but dad had it all plotted 
out and ready for sale for lots so it would have cost a lot more to condemn our little land so 
they did the other. We were not happy with the park there for quite awhile. But now and 
especially after I moved and we didn’t have any grass we were down there all the time 
walking my dog and I love it. It took a little bit because like I say that was you know you just 
didn’t like something taken from you for someone to just say we can do this.  

Q: Was it, I was wondering about the neighborhood getting together to build the little 
league fields.  

A: I don’t remember anything on that.  

Q: You are a girl so you weren’t allowed to play that anyway.  

A: No, I don’t remember anything on that if there was meeting on that or what. And I 
never really heard anything about it. I don’t know what had happened on that.  

Q: Is there anything else, oh, we wanted to talk about your niece there too didn’t we?  

A: DeeAnn Zibell for Roseville’s 25th Anniversary they had a parade and she was her 
title was “Little Miss Central Park”. She was about 3 years old at that time so she was riding 
in the parade. That was a clipping from the paper so that was just kind of a memory.  

Q: How fun.  

A: That was basically that. Then one was the school. The pictures of the homestead 
which shows the front of the house and Roselawn just kind of like a pathway with them 
standing out in front with the horses and the wagons loaded up ready for market and then it 
shows the back of the house with the corn patch and see some of the back of the house and 
windmill and the sheds.  

Q: I didn’t ask you and I probably should, did your family build the house or was it 
already there when you came?  

A: No, they built that.  

Q: In 1902.  

A: Yea, it was the early 1900’s. I know my I didn’t know my Grandfather Struve. He had 
passed away before I was born but my Grandfather Schroeder lived to be 108. I did get a lot 
of information and did get a change to talk to him a lot. He said that as a young boy he came 
over and they all got together to build a house. He can remember helping.  
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Q: When did he pass away?  

A: It has to be probably about 20 years maybe not even that long. I don’t remember the 
date now. He was alert so when I realized I should get some of this history from him and 
start questioning him and that is when we started talking about Germany and when we came 
over and all that. I had to get some of that information.  

Q: I am also curious about the Parochial school at Trinity Lutheran School. Was that 
connected with Trinity Lutheran Church that is down on Rice?  

A: Yea, right. It is right down on Sears right now. The church at that time was on 
Wabasha and I think that had to be because of the freeways and that, that was torn down. 
Then they built the one by Sears, but yes, that was part of the church down there. Dad went 
to St. Stephanse Parochial school in town on I don’t know what street. That church is still 
there but they don’t have a school any longer.  

Q: Is there anything else that we should talk about? Anything that I haven’t?  

A: I can’t think of anything right now. I think we covered basically the school and what 
it was like a little bit out here. I really don’t. Probably don’t have that much to add to the 
history of Roseville because I was so young I don’t remember.  

Q: No, but you’ve got some great pictures that we wouldn’t otherwise be able to have. 
And you were able to pass along the memories so that’s great. I think we are ready to do the 
pictures.  
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