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Jeanne is a 50+ year resident of Roseville.  This is Community TV Channel 15.   

Q: Jeanne, why don't you start off how you came to Roseville.   

A: I came to Roseville in 1933 the summer before my sister and I entered first and 
second grade at then District 32 school which is sort of Brimhall now.  That school was 
situated where EMS Sports is now on County Road B.  The house we lived in is a house that 
was situated right where McDonald's is now on Snelling Ave.  So I have always pointed that 
out to people that I lived right where McDonald's is.  Next door to us on the south was a 
tavern and next door on the north was a family called the Carlson's who had several 
daughters and of course we became close friends.  Across the street from us on Snelling Ave 
where Har Mar is now was Harkins Driving Tee.  And where Target is situated now was a 
place where you could rent horses to ride.  So other than that it was pretty farm country 
there.  We lived in that particular house for just a year and then we moved over east to 
Lexington Ave and Shryer Street where we lived in a rented house for about 5 years. We 
have 2 ½ acres of land which was quite a bit of property we had a couple cows and we had 
chickens and so we had our own mini farm which during the depression time was kind of 
nice.  We had some of the nicer things to eat and share at that time.  We had a huge or quite 
well not huge but an alfalfa field of course included in that 2 ½ acres my dad harvested the 
grass and so forth for the cows.  I remember at the age of 11 I was quite asthmatic as a 
young child and at the age of 11 he taught me to drive the car so I didn't have to be pitching 
hay.  I would be driving the car and he would have the trailer behind and pitch the hay on 
that.  That was pretty nice adventure for me.  No license.  Oh no that came a little later but 
of course that was on private property so it didn't matter but I learned to drive a stick shift at 
that time.  That has come in to a good stead many times.   

My sister Joy and I were very close in age and then we have two brothers, Bud and Barry 
who are 3 and 6 years younger than I so I was the oldest in the family and sort of the second 
mom in command.  We went to Lexington School and for all of my remaining grades in 
school from third to eighth grade we graduated my sister and I were in the same class 
although she was a little younger.  We always had been in the same grade because she didn't 
want to be left behind in earlier years so we continued to be classmates and good friends.  
Our friends always said later on in high school "What you're sisters – you act more like 
friends."  We are still good friends which is wonderful that doesn't always happen.  I 
remember our graduating from eighth grade from Lexington school was quite an affair 
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although I think our class was the smallest in the area.  Maybe 18 people.  I think a good 
many of those people are still in Roseville.   

Q: What year was that.   

A: That was 1940 that we graduated from eighth grade.   

Q: What was the graduation like?   

A: Well, if I remember right it was at oh what school is that over on Rice Street and 
County Road B2 huh, there was a big school there that's where they had the big graduation.  
We all were dressed up in our best.  I remember I had a gray dress with polka dots and I 
though that was really swell.  It was pretty.  And it was with speakers and on the stage just 
like any graduation would be.  It was very very special.  One interesting thing about school 
and working toward graduation was a state board examinations that we had to take.  In 
seventh grade you took geography lets see, you took math and geography or history and if 
we passed the geography part we did not have to take it in eighth grade so that was I think 
the schools are working back to that having the real norms for everyone that graduates.  I 
enjoyed school.  I don't know it was a fun thing.  I am trying to think.     

Q: The boys, what did the boys wear to graduation?  The girls wore their Sunday finest.   

A: I don't know.  I suppose they wore you know probably nice shirts and pants.  That 
was about dressed up as people where in those days.  I am trying to think.   

Q: And then high school.   

A: When high school time came around people in our area could go any place they 
wanted to because of course there was no transportation of any nature.  You walked or 
however and so my sister and I and two of our very closest friends decided we would go to 
Murray High school.  I think it was the closest and one set of parents would take us in the 
morning and the afternoon my mom always picked us up.  So, we kept pretty close contact 
with our Murray High School friends.  I think maybe twice in four years I ever walked or 
took maybe a City or it was a street car in those days.  We were pretty lucky to have such 
nice friends but there is nothing like when we were seniors in high school our dad got my 
sister and I a car that we drove and that was pretty cool.  But of course during those days 
gasoline wasn't very much available so you couldn't go everywhere you wanted just to very 
specific places.  There were gas cards and you could only get gas to go to work and to school 
I think.  Um, let me think what else.   

Q: What about the social things that you did?  

A: Well, when we were living there on Lexington Ave first there were all our school 
chums. We were all close by.  I think we played our Mother was real good about letting kids 
come over and we played in our yard.  We had a very large yard.  We climbed trees.  I 
remember one summer my sister and I thought we wanted to climb and sleep over night in 
this huge willow tree that was in the yard.  So we climbed up there and our knowing mother 
packed us a basket and we took our blankets and pillows up there.  Well she knew the 
mosquitoes would chase us out and I think by 9:15 or so we had eaten our lunch and we 
were in the house.  Part of our yard was also kind of low so in the winter time it flooded 
over and we had a wonderful skating rink.  We use to have skating parties there and kids 
would come all the time to skate.  I remember one winter even our parents had a skating 
party.  That was really something because we have never seen them do that sort of thing 
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before.  Other than that well there was the Mid-Town Theater down on Como and Snelling 
and that was sort of a Sunday afternoon thing.  I think we paid 11 or 12 cents to go and one 
of the set of parents would take a bunch and the other set would pick us up after the movies 
were over.  I think that was about all to do in those days.  Como Park of course was still 
there was there at that time fairly new I think it was pretty well organized in the early 30's.  I 
remember some times laying in bed at night and hearing lions roar.  It was kind of fun to 
hear this woof woof sound coming across the land.  We still hear it now and then.  I was 
talking to my daughter last night and she remembers as a child she heard the lions and that 
really stands out in her mind.  That is something that everybody doesn't hear.  We could 
watch fire works from our upstairs window because there were no trees no houses in the 
way so we could look right across the fairgrounds and see all the fireworks.  After I started 
high school and of course like all teenagers had to decide to find a job so I did work for the 
emporium downtown St. Paul on Thursday nights and Saturday's.  I would have to take the 
City or actually it was a street car at that time I wanted to say bus it was a street car we had 
to go up to Hoyt and Hamline which was a mile from my house to take the street car 
downtown and back again.  So some days it was pretty chilly.  That was the only way you 
could get any place.   

As I am talking about high school in 1939, just before we graduated from eighth grade, 
my parents bought property over on Roselawn Ave and Fernwood.  My dad built a house 
there that summer so that was the third house that I lived in in Roseville.  We lived in that 
house until 1945 when my parents moved out of town.   

Q: Roselawn and Fernwood so which corner was that on.   

A: It's on the southwest actually not the corner the second house from the corner.  The 
house is still there and I think I have been in that house twice since I moved away in 1945 
then when my parents moved away.  Three weeks later I was married well that previous 
summer, my husband-to-be and I bought a lot to build on right around the corner on 
Fernwood right off of Roselawn Ave.  We built a house there.  I was thinking I would be 
backdoor neighbors to my parents but it never happened which was probably in hind sight 
alright.  My parents moved to Glencoe MN.  I know a lot of folks around here in Roseville 
knew my dad and mom very well Les Tanner and Phillis Tanner.  My dad was a scout master 
for quite sometime and many fellas that are my age older and maybe younger knew him very 
well.  My dad passed away in 1972.  And my mother just passed away last November but I 
know that they are remembered still by a lot of people that live in Roseville.   

Q: He was the scout master at Lexington School?   

A: Well I guess so because they have scouts there.  I wish I knew the number of that 
troop but I don't I just know some of the fellows that were in the troop.  When I run across 
them in the community some time – "Oh I remember your dad" – he enjoyed that so much.  

Q: Tell us a little bit about your life as a young married woman in Roseville.   

A: Well we built a small house.  We had saved a little money and paid cash at the age of 
18 for a lot. It was $350 at that time.   

Q: It was a quarter acre?   

A: It was a 50' lot.  It was like a 130' deep.  We could have bought two but we were 
young and didn't really know much about finances and so we thought well we could pay 
cash for this and so that is what we bought just the one instead of two and many times we 
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wish we had bought the two of course.  Of course now that was right after the war and a lot 
of things were hinged on that war.  And not having a whole lot of money we saved a few 
hundred dollars to start building.  I think they dug the basement we thought we would put a 
basement under half of the house and that is what we did.  I think my husband and his 
friends did that by hand because it wasn't too huge.  And then there was a building on 
Larpentuer and Lexington that had been demolished and there were cement blocks so he 
purchased the cement blocks for about $50 and hauled them home on the bumper of our '34 
dodge coupe that we had and knocked all the old cement off and that is what they built the 
basement out of.  We had a friend that framed in the house and we really did all the other 
work in that house which was really primitive when I think back it was kind of like camping 
out for many many years.  I think it was in the early 50's like 52 or 53 before we even had a 
bathtub.  We used a round tin tub like my grandma used for bathing.  That was sort of like 
camping out.  We have 4 children.  I have two sons and two daughters.  And soon, well we 
lived in that house for 13 years we really out grew it all together and we really had to hunt 
for another place to live.  My husband was from south Minneapolis and he thought that 
would be a good place to move. Well I had been a Roseville girl and I couldn't dream of 
living anywhere else and we would look at houses in the cities and I would cry and never 
look at them.  One day he came home and said do you know they are developing the 
property behind us right behind us and they are going to be putting houses in.  What do you 
think about building a house there.  I was excited beyond words.  So that is when they 
started developing I think probably around 1955 developing Delwood, Merrill and Huron 
Streets just south of Roselawn Ave.  In 1957 in the fall late fall we moved into our house on 
Dellwood so that was the fifth house and I live there yet today.  I think I'm the matriarch of 
the neighborhood.  I am the oldest, original person that has lived there.  I have seen a lot of 
changes.  But our children of course before they developed the property it was a truck 
garden and it was apple trees and our children played there always.  Well, they originally had 
put in just the two streets, Huron and Dellwood, and about the time the put in Merrill street, 
my daughter, oldest daughter who is grown and had a small child she thought and then they 
were going to put in Merrill street she thought her daughter should know all the goodies that 
were back in that use to be field.  There were strawberries and wild lilies and so forth.  So 
Amy who is now 29 was three at that time had to go back and check this because they or we 
knew the next spring it wouldn't be there any longer.  I remember I am not exactly what year 
the big rains were around here that was before they had put storm sewers in and the whole 
area toward the middle of the lots just past us were filled with water it was a huge lake and 
my son of course had to get our boat out and paddle around it was something to see him to 
be paddling around this wonderful lake.   

Q: This was across from Fernwood from you.   

A: No actually this was when we lived on Dellwood. This was between Fernwood and 
Dellwood and just south of Roselawn.  I think long ago they use to call that area Keller 
Creek.  This is what I hear from some real old timers.  It was always low land there but when 
we had the big rain I think it was 1961 maybe or around then.  I think it must have been 
around 1961 when we had the huge rain.  Kids had a lot of fun.   

Q: Your first house that you built on Fernwood that had no indoor plumbing.   

A: Well, it did we had a toilet, we had running water I mean the sink we had to dig a 
cesspool in those days that is what you had is a cesspool but I had no water facilities we had 
just a little basin.  Like we had an outdoor stairway that went into the basement but also an 
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indoor sort of a door that opened up and I would have to carry hot water down the stairs to 
wash well for years we didn't have a washing machine.  I think every picture of my first child 
has clothes flapping in the background.  I did all the baby clothes by hand and then we went 
to my in-laws to do our own laundry.  But then we got a washing machine which was a big 
help and I had to carry water in and out to that washing machine so you know it was liking 
camping out.  We had a furnace the same story of the post war when things weren't available 
but we managed to get a furnace and it was a coal burning furnace.  During the fall we 
would burn wood or then we had to burn coal in it.  Of course we did had hot water in the 
house we had hot water heat.  We had a boiler and it was very comfortable.  But it was sort 
of like camping out as I look back at it.   

Q: Now you went to Lexington School and then your children went to –  

A: well my oldest children my oldest son who is now 51 went to St. Rose kindergarten 
and then he went to Lexington School.  And he was there until he went to Fairview which 
was a junior high school.  My second child or daughter went to Lexington until she was in 
through fourth grade and then they went to Falcon Heights School then that school was 
built and she finished up at Falcon Heights school.  Then the other two went to Falcon 
Heights.   

Q: I wanted to ask you a little bit about the PTA's.  PTA when you were a kid and then 
your experiences was like as a parent.   

A: I know my mom was very involved in the PTA.  It was really a community operation.  
They use to put on plays and I don't know if it was just for the fun or to get people to come 
because there wasn't much to do in those days.  There was also the WPA had a band or 
orchestra that would come out to our school and they would have dances every once in 
awhile.  I remember that is how I learned how to dance my dad would take me because my 
mom had little kids so she would stay home and he would take me and I learned how to 
polka and all those old fashioned dances.  I remember that so well.  I belonged to girl scouts 
we had our scout meetings at the school.  Of course all the parents were the ones well I 
suppose it still is to look after badges and so forth.  You know when you earned your badges 
you had to have them look at your work.  I was involved in PTA and I was a den mother for 
cub scouts for a long time.  I had two boys by the time one got out the next one was ready.  
I think PTA has been or maybe like they are today except at that time it was a lot more 
sociability.  Today people are so busy and it is hard.  I have a ten-year-old great 
granddaughter that stays with me most of the time and she goes to Falcon Heights School so 
I don't belong to the PTA but I do hear what goes on in the PTA.  And its always like it use 
to be you have a hard time to find people to do the many jobs that PTA's do.  The PTA I 
know had done the first hot lunch program at Lexington School.  I remember those hot 
lunches.  I think they were subsidized by the Federal Government and I remember one I 
guess of the outstanding things that I remember was the indian pudding.  I would get I 
suppose a lot of corn meal and they would make a pudding out of it with raisins and things 
in it, I don't know what else.  I remember that so well.  And I suppose we didn't have to pay 
for them you know the food that the government surpluses or whatever supplied the food.  
That was a Godsend I'm sure to a lots of other families.  We never felt very poor in our 
family although looking back I think we where but I know there were a lot of families that 
were during the depression time that were a lot poorer but children don't know that luckily.  
Well let's see, oh I've enjoyed living in Roseville.  I can't just can't imagine living anywhere 
else.  I thought that many years and I am so happy that my children were able to grow up 
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and stay in the same schools, you know, never wonder where they are going to be going to 
school next year they all graduated from Ramsey.   

And then well about 20 almost 26 years ago I became a foster parent and it turned out 
that one of my foster sons also went to Lexington where he had a special education project 
going on there so I thought well I have really come full circle.   

Q: It was the 916 –  

A: right the 916 program.  So when Lexington school bit the dust I did get a couple of 
bricks just to have.  It was a big part in our lives you know.  I remember a few years ago, I 
don't really remember how many now, they had a reunion of all the graduates from 
Lexington school up to whenever it wasn't a full eighth grade anymore probably in the 50s 
I'm not sure.   And we had such a wonderful turnout I was on the planning committee.  
That was probably the most fun.  Being on the planning committee and finding people 
across the country it was just so much fun.  Reunions are fun I've gone to all of our reunions 
at Murray High School and now we are having luncheons once a month with any graduates 
from Murray High School and it is a lot of fun.  Meeting old friends and getting to know 
some new acquitances too.   

Q: I want to talk a little bit about the differences in social activities as you had as a kid 
and what your kids experienced.   

A: Well, I guess as a young child it was really neighborhood oriented and as we were in 
high school, there were a lot of school activities football games and so forth like there is 
today except transportation was an ol' bugaboo.  I think we really went together in groups to 
do things like Pow wow's.  There was a wonderful place over by the water waterworks over 
on Rice street where we used to have pow wow's at and you still talk about that when you 
get together with the right groups of people.  I think our children same thing except they 
were more mobile these days and even when my children were growing up they weren't so 
mobile we have always been interested in athletics and boys were always in Little League, 
high school and grade school football, and high school college I was always felt really bad 
when the guys graduated because I miss going to the games.  I didn't miss I didn't miss many 
that's for sure.   

Q: Fun to see your children achieve like that.   

A: My daughters are more I would say on the artistic side so you appreciate their efforts 
in a different way but.  Now I get to I have grandsons in college and they are far away and I 
don't get to see them in their games.   

Q: Too far to go.   

A: Well yes I have a grandson that wrestles out east at Lehigh University so I only hear 
about his efforts and they have been really fine.   

Q: Is there anything else that we should talk about?   

A: Well, It's so hard to get everything so precise.  Oh, I guess one of the things that 
when I was younger say in the 8 to 12 year old age group when we lived on Lexington Ave, 
there was a gas station down on Roselawn and Lexington which is now Ace's Station which 
formerly was Thompson's and we use to go down there to get popsicles, bread or maybe ice 
cream and it's kind of the same way as we speak I think no I don't know if they have 
popsicles anymore.  
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Q: I don't think so.   

A: I don't either but up to not to many years ago that was sort of a real not exactly a 
hang-out but that was the only way we could get special treats that were close by.  Back in 
those days there were not grocery stores very close.  I think I was 15 when the first 
supermarket opened up on Lexington or Snelling and Larpenteur so we always had to drive 
into town and go to some grocery store there.  We were country and of course we were 
labeled the country kids.  Very cliché.   

Q: Why don't you talk a little bit about how you got your clothing.  Where did you shop 
for clothing?   

A: My mother sewed a lot and she as we were younger I would imagine up to when were 
in high school age she probably sewed most of our things for us.  Very very good at 
remodeling things but I think as to buying clothing I think we went to Ward's because that 
was kinda the only place there was.  I remember mom and dad going into the store and we 
would sit in the car and wait and it seemed like for hours you know how children are.  But 
then when I worked went to work downtown at the Emporium, I could I remember yet the 
first dress that I ever bought of my own.  Pretty plaid dress I liked it so much.  It was the 
first one I ever bought you know bought of my own.  I liked to go shopping with my dad 
because he would you know probably buy us things that mom would know better not to 
buy.  Mom used to go downtown to pay all her bills.  She would drive and I would 
remember going with her and you would go to NSP or Northern States Power and paid that 
bill, you went to the phone company and paid that bill, and you went to the insurance bill 
and paid that bill. That was a real you know pretty exciting to do that get to go with mom.  
When my sister and I were older in our early teens I would say we were allowed to take the 
street car downtown alone with our girlfriends and you know we saved up a whole dollar 
and we could have all day downtown we would go to a movie, having chow mein at the 
New King Chew down on Seventh and Wabasha.  Taking street car home in the afternoon – 
all on a dollar – a dollar of course it was a dime for the transportation and probably 12 cents 
for the movie 35 cents for a half an order chow mein.  It was really special.   

Q: How old were you –  

A: I think we were probably 14.    

Q: About the time you graduated from school.   

A: About that time 1939 to early 40.  It was pretty exciting but you know it was safe to 
do that.   

Q: How much did you make when you worked at the Emporium?   

A: Oh I think maybe maybe 35 cents an hour maybe a quarter an hour.  When I 
graduated from high school I went to work for Telex which was over on Eustis and 
Larpenteur and I think I made 45 cents an hour there.  For a long time.   

Q: Big bucks –  

A: you bet.   

Q: Isn't that something.   
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A: It's kind of fun to talk with your grandchildren, the children they understand it 
because they are older but the grandchildren they just shake their heads about it.  Back then 
there was no television.   

Q: So what did you do instead grandma?   

A: We listened to the radio.  I remember lying on the floor in the dark with the radio on 
for some of the theater programs that were pretty dramatic and being scared just like they do 
with the television only with the radio.  The shadows and noise the creaky door Jack Benny 
oh yes.  Later years past that because my when we would travel with my folks to my 
grandparents or wherever and listen to the radio and hear some of those on the radio then 
you could buy tapes and you can buy tapes of the old the kids remember those The Lone 
Ranger and all the neat programs.   

Q: This has been fun.  I am so glad that you could come.   

A: Thank you Mary.   

Q: We will keep you posted on our progress.   

A: I do read in the paper of all the activities so I will have to keep this Fourth of July.  
My one foster child was asking me about the fourth of July.  So maybe I will have something 
to tell him about the fourth of July.   

Q: You still have a foster child?   

A: Yes, well I have four, four, now men two that I have had one for 24 years and one 
almost 26 years and then I have another one.   

Q: Who do you do the foster care for?   

A: Ramsey County.  My first fellow I got my sister was a social worker for Ramsey 
County and she needed a mom for this little 4-year-old deaf/blind child that was coming 
from Colorado and so Dylan came.  Now this coming Labor Day will be 26 years ago.  He is 
still with me, a neat guy.  But still deaf/blind and then a couple of years later I got sort of 
horn swoggled I went with my sister to Brainerd State Hospital where he was residing at the 
time and just to see the deaf/blind program because I was having to learn about the 
disability.  The next day somebody said well remember that little boy that was down on the 
day room floor.  Yea, that cute little blond, yea, well we are looking for a home for him so 
Wayne came to live with me that summer and I have had those two boys mostly and I've 
had one boy another deaf/blind kido for about ten years but he is at Lake Owasso residents 
now doing very well there.  I have another young man who is 36 that I have known for over 
25 years but he has been with me for a little over 7 years and he is retarded but talks and 
converses.   

Q: You have had a very active busy life.   

A: Well I sometimes forget I am one of these aging and then I have this crutch here.  I 
just had my knee replaced 6 weeks ago and I have had my hips replaced.  Sort of falling apart 
at the seams but I don't know.  I don't know what sort of trouble I would be in if I didn't 
have my guys.  Well that's what I tell people, you know, if I hadn't done foster care it keeps 
me out of trouble.  I have spent a lot of time waiting for vans they all go off to their day 
programs every day.  I enjoy it.  People wonder when I am going to retire and I have no 
thought of retiring in the near future anyway.   
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Q: Why retire?  

A:  I don't know, then what would I do.   

Q: I think we are done.  (behind the scenes talking) 
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