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Q: This is Leonard Debee he lives on Dellwood Street,  

A: Eldridge,  

Q: Dellwood,  

A: no Eldridge  

Q: ah we have the wrong thing here.  This is being recorded on the 30th of March at 
Community Television that is Channel 15 here in Roseville.  So, Mr. Debee we were just 
talking a little bit about how you came to Roseville, can you tell us about it?   

A: Yes, my brother and I we bought a lot side by side in Eldridge and the street was only 
a short street one block up and there was one house on street at that time.   

Q: This was in what year?   

A: 194 well um 1947. 1947.  And I bought my building permit which was I think the 
number was 312 in Rose in village or town of Rose.  Town of Rose and I think the one we 
bought it from was Frank Linden and he lived on Snelling Ave he had a farm.  Then we 
commenced building it digging it the basement and we laid our own blocks and everything 
and built the whole house that way of course at that time we ran into some problems getting 
material which delayed us a little bit here and there.   

Q: Building materials, A:yea,  

Q: where did you get the building materials from?   

A: Well, we had to buy from we were short of rock that we would have to use for 
sanding or plastering and stuff like that.  It wasn’t there wasn’t much of a street there I know 
every in the spring of the year the street didn’t go through it just went up to the end one 
block and then when you got down to Cleveland Ave there was a mud hole a big hole 
everyday there would be somebody stuck in it and you couldn’t get out we couldn’t get out 
at all.  Finally, they dug it all out and filled it with sand and gravel and that then we could get 
back out.   

Q: Now, the building materials you had to haul yourself?   

A: No, they hauled them and everything but there was just a shortage of them.   

Q: Because it was after the war.   

A: Well yea, it was during the war to you know or before the war.  The war started in a 
well oh that was in 41 wasn’t it,  
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Q: right,  

A: yea, that was after the war.  After the war.  Lot of them, my brother lived next door to 
me but he moved into his house before he even finished his because he sold his other house 
that he lived in and I was in the war and when I came back I was renting a house at that time 
so I mean I didn’t have to get out of where I was until I got finished.   

Q: How much did your house cost to build?   

A: The lot was $500 the whole house when I got through was about $10,500.  

Q: Ten thousand five hundred dollars.  

A: I am paying my estimated tax on my house today is $96,400 I think.   

Q: A little appreciation in value.   

A: Yea.  Even with and it’s only a four-room house, four bedrooms, a little rambler.  
Four rooms and bath.   

Q: Now when you built the house what kind of amenities did you build, were you 
married?   

A: Yes.   

Q: You were married.  What kind of amenities did you have in the house?  Did you have, 
for example, did you have running water?   

A: No.  There was no water at all then, the water must have came through in the late 50s 
or even maybe I don’t even know my well is about 200’ deep and we had a submersible 
pump.  There was no sewer we had first I knew that some day there would be a sewer 
coming so when we built we ran our plumbing out towards the street.  Everybody did.  But 
then the cesspools and that did not work because of high water so then we had to put 
drainfield but then we went out the back of the house and put that in.  Then when sewer 
came in, we just connected it back up to our old original system coming out of the house 
onto the street.  That was a blessing because every night during the first years there were 
several other people building there too at the time and about every night after dark.  
Everybody had to get out and pump their cesspools we had little tiny pumps and we would 
pump it in the street and it would all run down.  Everybody would do it after dark so that it 
wouldn’t bother their activities during the day or anything.  But everybody did it because the 
cesspools just didn’t work there.   

Q: When did the sewer system come in?   

A: Pardon?   

Q: When did the sewer system?   

A: I don’t know if it came, I don’t know even if it was in the 50’s or early 60’s.  But it 
was a blessing when it did.   

Q: And then you still have your pump or your well?  

A: Yes. Yes, I still have a well, I use my water yep.  I paid for sewer and everything going 
by.  I have my well is 200’ deep and it is really a good well.   

Q: I was going to say that is a nice deep one to get fresh water.   
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A: I can water my lawn whenever I want with no restrictions.    

Q: Tell us a little bit about where you kids went to school.   

A: My boy went the first he went to Brimhall which was a little school that was on 
Snelling Ave I don’t believe it is there anymore.  It’s were somewhere where ??? I think.  
Mountains, forests or whatever, yea., and then from there I think and then after he grew up 
a little he he went to a school in on Garden.  I think it was Falcon Heights.  And then when 
he got big enough he went he was he was one of the ones that there was some kind of deal 
that went from the beginning to the end of Rose er the big school on a Ramsey, ?? and 
Ramsey he was one of the first ones to go in there.  That opened up and then he moved into 
there from Garden.  Then he went of course to the University of Minnesota.   

Q: What did you do for a living?   

A: I was a before I went into service I was a baker and then I was a baker in the navy 
and then when I came out I wanted to get out of the baking so I went into the warehouse / 
lumber and then after that I started laying carpet and linoleum and formica.   

Q: Which would really be a good job when they are developing suburbs.   

A: Well, yes it was it was a good living.   

Q: You were telling me earlier about the Salverdas.   

A: Yea, they were quite popular here in a in a Roseville.  They a one of them was a I 
can’t think of his first name now, I know him real well, we use to chum around with him a 
lot he was a builder.  He lived and at that time when he died he lived on County Road C I 
think in a brick house just between Dale and Victoria.   

Q: Is it Ed?   

A: No, Ed Salverda he was a builder, I can’t think.  They are all brothers you know.   

Q: Your house though you built by yourself.  You did not hire a builder to –  

A: No.   

Q: I am curious now when you build a house you have inspectors that come out and you 
have plumbing inspectors and electrical inspectors, and them come out did you have them 
when you were building?   

A: Yea, they would come out not as much as now because there wasn’t as many 
restrictions them days as there is now.  And like in 1980, I pulled I took all the old wiring out 
because the wiring that they had in them days had a loom around them, it wasn’t a plastic.  
Where the lights on the top where you would have a light on in the kitchen or something 
like that just the heat from the bulbs used to dry out this stuff and then if you ever just 
touched all the insulation would fall off.  So in 1980, I retired and my wife and I we put all 
new wires in and I had a building inspector come out then and check it and he said one 
thing about it when the people do it themselves, they do a better job than normal because 
electrician knows just about how much skimp on it and get away with it where a person 
doing their own you know is going to do it real good so they don’t get a comment on it.   

Q: And because he is going to live there.   

A: That’s right.   
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Q: Tell me about in your house the laundry facilities that your wife had.  Did she have a 
washer?   

A: In the later years her first years she had one that you know we had an easy, the old 
style not like an automatic washer, it was one that you had to put the stuff in and take it out 
and ring it out and put it in the laundry tubs and this and that.  Then in later years, I think, 
then it was 1964 I think is when I got my first washer and dryer.   

Q: Automatic washer?   

A: Automatic and yea.  It made a big difference.  Of course in those days up until then 
we never even had a dryer, we just rung it out and hung it up on the clothesline outside.   

Q: Made a big difference.   

A: Yea, there is a lot of people that like to hang out now.   

Q: Smells better.  What about other amenities in the house, you had a bathroom?   

A: Yea.  

Q: Shower?  

A: Yes.  

Q: And bathtub?  

A: Yes.  I built my garage in 1969 and I got another permit and that was for Rosetown or 
Roseville and I built a garage in 1969 up until then why we were parking the car outside.   

 

Q: What did that permit cost?   

A: I looked at it the other day and I didn’t see a price on it.  That one is still hanging in 
my garage.   

Q: Probably more than the $12 that you paid –  

A: oh I’m sure.   

Q: Now you said that your neighbor just put an addition on his house.   

A: Yes. He just put an addition on the house.  The house was just exactly like mine 
because it was one that my brother built and he used my plans.  It cost him $1,200 for a 
building permit.   

Q: $1,200 for a building permit.   

A: Yes, just for one room.   

Q: One room with a full basement.   

A: Well they put a basement under it yes.  $1,200 of course I suppose that includes the 
plumbing and there is so many people that are benefiting from a building permit like a 
nowadays, years ago you could put you could repair a house like put a roof on, now you 
have to get a building permit to tear off and relay a new roof which I don’t think is right.  
That is you’re not building nothing you are just repairing something.  I hope they get that.  
Well like aluminum siding, you know you are just replacing something you are not building 
something new.   
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Q: What kind of insulation did you put into your house?   

A: I don’t know at the time it was just in rolls and you would unroll it and staple it onto 
the walls.   

Q: Between the joists.   

A: Yes between the joists.  Nowadays they do it a lot better they put a lot thicker in and 
then they put poly on the outside of it and all this and that but still I don’t know.  I have a 
plastered house and I can’t find a crack in the plaster yet and like I say it is over 50 years old.   

Q: Now did you do you own plastering too?  No.  I did the rock lathing and everything 
and then there was a plasterer from Minneapolis named Leo Lions and one of his men did it.  
We traded labor, he wanted some floor work done you know and I did that in his house and 
he did the plastering in my house.   

Q: Oh, the linoleum.   

A: We just traded labor.   

Q: Traded labor.   

A: In them days you could do a lot of that, that is why my house was so cheap, I didn’t 
have to hire an electrician or a plumber or anybody like that.  You could always pick up a 
fella that was working and he would come on a Saturday and do it.  Then you would - he 
would not have to go through a company.   

Q: Then you would for him you would –  

A: either pay him wages or trade labor.  But there was a lot of trading labor in them days. 
And then me being in building you know I was in new houses and I would meet a lot of 
carpenters I would meet a lot of electricians, plumbers and all of them and they would say 
they would even ask you how about laying a floor for me or something like that you know.  
There was a lot of what you would call scamming going on.   

Q: Did you have a union then?   

A: Yes there was a union.  It was um lets see I probably the first years that I laid carpet 
and stuff was for Cardoza’s downtown and we weren’t in the union then at that time, my 
brother and I.  Then when we joined why then of course there was a union.   

Q: I’m surprised that you were a union member and still willing to do some scamming 
around.   

A: You know how it is to your benefit.  And they were doing it to me too you know 
plumbers and all that.   

Q: Let’s talk a little bit about the landscaping around your house.  When you moved in it 
was open fields, it was all farm country.  There was a big slough in the backyard.   

A: In the backyard, there was a big slough in the spring of the year there was a spot in 
there about 6’ deep.  They filled that in the land behind of us a fella wanted to sell his lots, 
Wilmas, I think it is and he owned a lot of land and he owned the big hill there and he filled 
in the back side of the lots.  We bought our lots from Lindig.  It was a relative to the one 
that has greenhouses.  He filled in part of it but then when they upgraded Larpenteur you we 
couldn’t get no dirt no fill dirt at all.  At the first one when we were building there you 
couldn’t buy it even because it and then when they finally upgraded Larpenteur Ave and 
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made it wider and all that then all the neighbors bought quite a bit of dirt and they hauled it 
in there.  Then I had Frank Lindig’s son do the leveling.  He was I don’t know if he was the 
building inspector or what he was at that time.   

Q: And then what about trees?  There were no trees there of course.   

A: There were no trees, I planted all the trees.  I got big ones.  I got a maple in the front 
yard that is almost 3’ in diameter and then I have one the backyard that is 2 ½’ and then I 
had pines that was 20 or 30’ high.  I cut them off I had three of them and now I put two 
smaller ones in.   

Q: So, going from the very a swampy water area that now has not a forest per se but a 
lot of big trees, in the 50 years.   

A: Just the back corner of my lot was in that low land and so now it is all leveled and 
everybody is level there now.   

Q: Is there anything else there that we should talk about?   

A: I don’t know, now it is all built up over across there.  I have pictures of some areas 
were there ain’t any houses across the street or anything like that and I know I paid $500 for 
a lot and I think, if I am not mistaken when they built across the street their lots are smaller 
and they paid $3,500.   

Q: They built across the street 10 years after you did.   

A: 10 – 12 years after I did.   

Q: After you did.   

A: There used to be a nursery there and a fella that owned the nursery, Jerry Cannon, he 
owned the Mexican Hat at the fairgrounds.  He lived in the old house the farmhouse and Liz 
Larson lived there to and that is on Cleveland Ave and that farmhouse is still there.  That 
was the only house in the neighborhood and the Larson’s I think had this road built up.  She 
took one lot of her farm and built a house and she lived there for many years.  She has a son 
I think that lives in Roseville, Dennis Larson so Denny must he is a 50 year person, have you 
heard from him?  

Q:  I will add him to the list.  I will put him on the list as a 50 year people.   

A: He was just a kid a little kid same age as my boy about.  The last time I knew he still 
lived in Roseville and near City hall I think he lived on the north side of County Road C near 
the City hall up there.   

Q: Is there anything else that we should talk about?   

A: I don’t know.   

Q: Okay, I think we will put your pictures on video and then when they do the editing 
the pictures when you talk about building your house the picture will show of your house.  
(behind the scenes talking) 

Pictures –  

A: That is where we had our basement was being dug there.  They dug it now they dig 
most of them with a bulldozer but that one was dug with a little shovel.  You can see there is 
one little house in the background there.  That belonged to Lyle Melquist and it was only a 
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garage.  He built his garage and lived in his garage while he built his house he built the house 
onto the garage afterwards.  He had a brother-in-law that built next to him on this side of 
him too.  Ray Berg his name was.   

Q: Most of the people we talked to built their –  

A: everybody was doing their own work yea –  

Q: but they built the basement and then the house and then the garage.  This is the first 
one that I heard of that built the garage first.   

A: I don’t think that he had a garage.  I don’t think he had one it was all on the slab.  
Okay.  That was it and now we dug the basements and we put in our own footings and laid 
our own blocks and everything. 

There is the house now as it was well that would have to be a few years afterwards 
because I see there is grass there and there are flowers around the house.   

Q: So this is the early 50’s.   

A: Could be the early 50’s.  Okay.  Then later you will see a picture of the tree there in 
front of the house right by the front door in front of the front door.   

Q: Speaking of sons, did you have only the one son?   

A: Just the one son yes.  Except it is four big rooms.   

Q: Well it doesn’t look like a small house at all.   

A: No.  There is a picture the white thing that you see there in the front, that is a bird 
bath, but the tree behind there is almost 3’ in diameter.   

Q: Is it a maple?   

A: Pardon?   

Q: Big maple?   

A: Yes.  It has too many leaves I will tell you that.  Yesterday I cleaned out the gutters 
because the rain was the leaves from last fall was still in the gutters all plugged up and it was 
come over the top.   

Q: Is it a hard maple so that it is pretty during the fall?  Do you get the nice orange 
leaves.   

A: It’s not, I wish it was a red maple.  You can see trees in the back there on there too.  
But it was nothing but wide open space.  The land across from the north of me across 
Eldridge Street was a nursery at one time and I use to feed a lot of pheasants there everyday.  
They would be waiting for me to come out and feed them before work.   

Q: Did they knock on the door.   

A: No, but they would be out there and they wouldn’t even go when I would leave.  I 
want to thank you for coming in.  (behind the scenes talking) 
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