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Q: This is Laverne Dickhaudt and she lives on County Road B2 and today is the 30th of 
March 1998 and we are at Community TV which is Channel 15.  Okay I am going to start 
off by asking you Laverne how you came to live in Roseville.   

A: Well I was born, raised, and married and still lived in Roseville on the 10 acres that 
my father got from his Homestead and John Otto was his father and he got 10 acres and his 
brother got 10 acres and this is on County Rd B2.   

Q: So their father got to come –  

A: they came from Germany –  

Q: they came from Germany –  

A: right.  In the 1800’s they came over here I am still I’m working in genealogy. I am 
looking for them, I’m still trying to find them.  But anyway yea so we I grew up here and 
been here all my life and we still live on the same ten acres that he got and he built well he 
and my dad or my dad, my mother my dad was Art Otto they built the house about 1925 
original homestead it’s still there my son remodeled it and they are living in it right now on 
County Rd B2.  So he married when he married my mother and my brother was born and he 
is a few years older, my brother Robert, and then I was born in 1930 so things that I 
remember were basically as I started school in the 30’s and how our chores and things that 
we had to do.  When we would come home from school even as a little one I always had 
chores to do.  

Q: What were your chores?   

A: Well either there was some weeding to do or mother had me get the clothes off the 
line or help with things in the house because she had been out in the garden all day working 
and things like that so that was our chores.  We knew we had chores to do and then during 
the summer when the gardening was really going and we would have to help with the garden 
and we had basically some vegetables you know the squash, tomatoes, and cucumbers and 
packs of asparagus, rhubarb and carrots a lot of different vegetables and we all had to help 
with that.  And, um, let’s see.   

Q: Did your dad go to the market?   

A: Not really, well he took some of the stuff up to market yes, but some of it he also 
sold to like Bradman’s Corners he will go and buy some stuff and then he had people that 
knew him and his farm products and they would come to the house and say oh we want 3 
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bushels of that and things like that but anyway dad also had other jobs because the 10 acres 
was not all farmable right away there was a lot of woods and so he worked other jobs.  He 
worked on WPA for awhile he worked at Nazareth hall helped build that and he also worked 
for the county cutting grass and he worked for when I got older he worked for Mass 
Material and Fuel in town and I think he worked there in the winter time when he wasn’t 
working on the farm as I remember because later on when the war started then the farming 
that we were doing he decided to go and work at Northern Pump because he could make 
more money there and at that time my brother was in the service so he was working at 
Northern Pump my mother and I sort of took over the farm and did the best we could.  In 
spring, he would get a tractor and plow the fields for us and we would try to take care of the 
rest of it as it grew and cultivate it and things like that it was a lot of work.  We had chickens 
and stuff to take of.  We always had other animals we had a pet pig.  We use to raise pigs and 
butcher them at the end of the year.  That was neat to have a pig but we had our animals.  
My brother would help to but he was older so as he got older he got a job and then I started 
District 10.  We had to walk like a mailman through rain, snow, shine, whatever we walked 
to school.  And there were times when we walked when it was very, very cold and we didn’t 
know how cold it was and we would get to school and the school was closed and then we 
would have to warm up and walk back home so that was pretty tough.  But it was um it was 
still a 4-room school when I was there and my brother was there.  He was in upper grades 
when I started.   

Q: Now the homeplace is on B2 at about –  

A: B2 the homeplace is just this side of Grandview probably on the west side of 
Grandview cause when my dad started to work or quit Northern Pump during the war and 
started to work at Hoyt Nursery. I believe that is when he decided to put the roads in and 
sell the lots off the land because you know during the war he figured he made enough to put 
the roads in and so he put in Grandview as far as Lovell then he put Lovell down to St. 
Albans and the St. Albans down to B2 and then Grandview was the block before that but he 
put all those roads in so he could lot it out and that was in the late 40’s that he did that so 
then are farming was basically over.  We had some or a couple of lots in the front that he 
would still do some small gardening because he continued to work for Hoyt Nursery for 
Jacob Jewell until he retired and that was in 63 or something like that.   

Q: Was Hwy 36 –  

A: Yes, Hwy 36 came through there because there we used to see a lot of accidents on 
36 and Victoria.  That was before Victoria went over the top and one of the things that one 
of the memories that I have that I was going to talk about was on November blizzard I think 
1940 well my dad was still working for Mass Materials and Fuel at that time.   

Q: This is the Armistice Day Blizzard –  

A: Armistice Day Blizzard and we had a church dinner and my mother went down in the 
morning and took the pies down and things like that that were because I was off of school 
on November 11.  It was raining but by the time afternoon come you know that is when it 
started to change.  We called dad and told him he better not come home and he said no, no, 
I can make it so he started home by the time he got to 36 and Victoria the cars were all 
across the road. They were just all drifted in so he just thought I will cut across the field so I 
think it was a Studebaker, an old Studebaker he had, and he cut across the field from 36 to 
our house and ended up landing right by the front by the back window basically.  When we 
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got home we went out, the window was down, the car was full of snow, and his hands were 
basically frozen to the steering wheel.  So that was tough, that is one of the things that I 
remember and that was 36 and Victoria that he decided to cut across and come home.  He 
made it because that was basically farm land at that time because Mr. Tschida had some of 
that and the Wallerts’ had some of that land from Victoria to Grandview and that was one of 
things that was pretty tough knowing Victoria and 36 at that time was tough.   

Q: It was a two-lane hwy then.  

A: Yea, right a two-lane hwy.   

Q: Can you tell us a little bit about the house that you lived in?   

A: Well, it was pretty small.  It was like 3 bedrooms and the upstairs was not finished it 
was an unfinished attic.  So we slept downstairs in the 3 rooms and then the kitchen and the 
big dining area or living room so we had a bed down there until we were old enough to be 
upstairs where it was cold because it wasn’t insulated.  We had a woodstove in the kitchen 
and ah later on in years he got an oil stove because we didn’t have electricity we had 
kerosene lamps and no running water of course and so we had to pump all of our water for 
everything for the animals, for washing, for bathing whatever bathroom facilities outside 
there was a path.  So it was primitive and that’s why now people or young kids want to go 
camping, I am not too much for camping.  I was like that –  

Q: been there done that –  

A: been there done that right.  So that was a small house but it was nice and my mother 
kept it nice and it worked out for us.  It’s just my brother and I so we were able to make a go 
of it and the house was not insulated too well.   

Q: You said that your dad built this house right in 1925?  

A: Yea about 1925 around there.   

Q: Where did you go where did your mom go for groceries?  

A: Well we would shop I think there was a store called Iverman’s down on Rice Street 
and it was small grocery store well small it was big at that time and meat market.   That is the 
one that I remember.  There might have been another store but boy there weren’t a lot like 
there are nowadays.   

Q: What about eggs?   

A: We had our own eggs and chickens and sometimes we would get butter from my 
uncle Albert Richter.  They had cows and we would get some butter from them and 
sometimes milk but most of the time we went down to Stuber Dairy down on Dale Street to 
get our milk.  That was when you were on your honor system you could go down there and 
get the milk you needed just put it on a sheet and then in a month you paid for your milk.  
That was raw milk before it was pasteurized before they went into the pasteurizing business.   

Q: So no milk delivered out to your house?   

A: Not at that time.  We had to go get our own down on Dale Street so that is where we 
a lot of our times we got our horse from.  They would let us borrow their horse and I would 
walk to horse home and cultivate and then when we were done I would drive the horse to 
my dad or my mother when my dad was gone and then have to walk the horse back again.   
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Q: What about clothing?   

A: It was not fancy but we had clothes that mother sewed a lot.  In fact she made me 
some skirts and some blouses out of feed sacks or flour sacks.  They were the printed ones, 
in fact when I was in 4-H I made one out of flour sacks.  And I had things like that and 
hand-me-downs, I had older cousins in town and they would give stuff to her and they 
would make it over for me she was very handy that way.  In fact she even made me a snow 
suit one time, my first snow suit.  So our clothes were simple but they served the purpose.  
They were always clean that was the main thing.  You don’t have to have fancy clothes but 
they should be clean.   

Q: And how did she wash them?   

A: On the board.  By hand we pumped the water for her and she heated it was a boiler 
on the stove and before we would go to school we would help her haul the water in and 
then dad would help her haul it out. But it was the hand crank ringer.  I hated that; that was 
hard.  That was very hard.  But it got the job done.   

Q: What did your brother, what kind of clothing did your brother have?  He had jeans 
and when he was smaller he wore knickers.  He had knickers and I don’t think he really liked 
them but that was part of it.  Then they were considered pretty dress clothes because when 
we went to church, which was very important, every Sunday.  We went to church we were 
dressed and I notice some of the pictures when I was small he had on knickers.  So that was 
part of the dress but they always had a tie or a shirt and that was part of the Sunday’s clothes 
were a little bit better than your other clothes.  And Sunday was the day to dress up and 
family gatherings.   

Q: Where did you go to church?   

A: We went down to St. Stephen’s in town.  That was the Lutheran church that was 
around at that time so we drove in there.  So I basically didn’t go to Sunday school because 
dad said one trip in town he didn’t want to come way back in town again for Sunday school.  
So I never attended summer school I did a couple of summers at a church that was being 
held up at Lexington School and I went to Sunday school up there just for a couple of years 
but not regularly.  But it was a good time.  I enjoyed it and family gatherings. Family was 
important in those days.  Very important.  Lot of times we had city relatives and Sundays 
after church then after they would come out to our house.  They liked to come out to the 
farm and just play.  It was fun to run around and enjoy themselves  

Q: the space –  

A: the space right.  And mother would always say, “Well are you going to stay for 
supper?”  So she always had something.  She had canned fruits things like this and in the 
winter time she even canned chicken.  I would help her and we would kill many, many 
chickens and clean them and help her can chicken.  The same with some of the pork and 
then we would pack it like you know ham and rub it in because she didn’t have refrigeration 
so we would smoke the ham.  We had a little smoke house it looked almost like the biffy but 
it had a different margin.  Anyway, we had most of our food that’s why even for 
Thanksgiving dinner we didn’t have turkey we had stuffed chicken, and that smoked chicken 
and most of the vegetables and things we had we had grown so it worked out even during 
the depression we did have food.  It was hard to get seed because my dad didn’t have the 
money and he would go to Gould and they would let him run up his bill for seed and things 
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like that you know people were very trusting in those days I thought.  Very trusting and 
things were different then.   

Q: Do you want to describe the canning process what kind of stove did your mom use?   

A: Well we had a kerosene stove and most of it was done and that we ended up putting 
out in the garage because it got so hot and it was called hot water bath a lot of it.  She would 
fill the jars.  First of all you would have to have all the vegetables all cleaned and beans in 
particular.  I remember we did those.  I had to cut beans and cut corn but you would put 
them in scalding jars and put your mason lids on.  She didn’t turn them all the way tight and 
then you would put them in this hot water up to the just the bottom where the ring went 
around and then you would cook them like this for 7 hours in this hot water bath.  It was 
practically all day.  I think it was like 14 – 16 quarts this boiler would hold and they would 
cook on there and cook the beans.  Then when you took them out she would take them and 
tighten them with a tightener against her chest.  So often I think back now it’s a wonder she 
didn’t pull those things off and cut herself because she would sit there and pull those things 
tight.  But all the vegetables, even the corn, and the fruits like raspberries, we had raspberry 
patches.  The raspberries we would put she would make water and then put them in the 
oven and bake the jars that way.  That was oven done.  I think she would put the jars in 
shallow water and peaches the same way but the peaches you would have to scald to that 
peels.  I helped with all that stuff so I learned how do that.  When I was married I did a lot 
of that for the first years we were married and then I didn’t do it anymore.   

Q: Now canning chicken would be a little bit different.   

A: Yes the chicken you would have to fry it first.  She would fry it and get it brown and 
then the juice that you had she would put the chicken pieces in the scalded jars.  Again 
everything was all sanitary.  Put the meat in and then put the juice over and that she would 
still also put in the hot water bath to cook it and seal it.  Then as it got and then it congealed 
the juice congealed and that tasted so good in the winter time.  We weren’t allowed to have 
too much.  It’s when we had company and didn’t have anything.  Unexpected company she 
would bring up a couple of jars of canned chicken that was really good.   

Q: I was thinking about the butchering process.   

A: Well that, I didn’t wasn’t able to watch too much.  But I know I did watch my uncle 
one time when we did our pet pig.  I wasn’t allowed to watch that but that was pretty 
gruesome but you had to do it.   

Q: I was thinking on the chickens the taking off of the pin feathers.   

A: That was a job because see with the hot water you would scald them first to get the 
basic and then you would singe them just like light some newspaper and singe the feathers. 
Then she would scrub them with soap and water.  And then rinse them off to clean the skin 
before she would clean the innards out.  So that was a whole different nature.  It was not, it 
was a smelly process yes.   

Q: How close were your neighbors and who were they?   

A: Oh, our neighbor well there was one up the street Chris Tschida was off of Victoria 
that farm.  Then down on the other corner down on Dale Street was the next farm which 
happened to be my cousin or my uncle August and his family.  That was basically our 
neighbors because the Wallert’s were up on Victoria. Then we had the 10 acres 20 acres in 
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between and Doctor Feist was in back on the I think it would be the south side of that. 
Doctor Feist had his dog kennel because that was where one of our dogs that we had, took 
our pet pig for a walk and we couldn’t find them.  Then all of a sudden we saw them walking 
up the field so we thought let’s just let them go and see what they do.  That dog took the pig 
up to the corn crib and with his paw he would be like this and pull the corn out of the crib 
for the pig.  They were the best of friends and when the pig got full they would come back 
to the house.  It was really hard to see that pig go because they were real good friends and 
Buster, Buster almost bit my uncle when he killed the pig.  They were, that was pretty good.  
That was fun.   

Q: You mentioned Doctor Feist’s dog kennel.   

A: They were there for many years.  Ernie Ayde was one of the men that would run it 
for him for many years.  They did a lot of barking, and you know, it was all you could hear.  
You would go out and holler at them and tell them to keep still but you know because it was 
close enough.  You could hear them echo so you could hear the dogs barking but that was 
just part of it.   

Q: Doctor Feist started the pet cemetery.  

A: Right.   

Q: Talk a little bit about –  

A: what I remember, my uncle has a dog there at the pet cemetery Laddie and we are still 
I am still trying to find him.  I think I am going to call the Humane Society runs it now to 
see if we can find it.  He has a dog that I know he started it.  I think there is even a pony and 
an elephant if I remember right.  There are some neat animals.  People get very attached to 
their animals because I took my grandkids up there because they didn’t believe that it was a 
pet cemetery.  So we went up there and you read on the headstones you would think it was a 
child or something because of some of the things people say about their animals.  That was 
neat and I think they still bury animals there.   

Q: Let’s talk a little bit about the school.   

A: District 10?  

Q: District 10.   

A: Well it was a 4-room when I went there and my first grade teacher was Mrs. Diehl 
very nice teacher.   I had Ms. Sandeen for 3rd and 4th grade and I think that was the teacher 
that I liked the most.  She was so soft spoken and very nice I would do anything for her I 
really liked her.  And then in 5th and 6th grade I had three teachers because one teacher left 
to get married.  I had Ms. O’Keefe, Ms. Klein, and Mr. Schwagert.  He was the first man 
teacher I had ever had and I was scared to death of him.   

Q: Why?   

A: Because he was a man I wasn’t used to a man teacher and it just very different he was 
a very good teacher but I was just sort of (sigh) but you get use to him but when I first saw 
him I thought Oh know.  Then of course I had Mrs. Hanson she was Mrs. Hanson by the 
time I was up in 7th and 8th grade and she was principal and we had sports and athletics 
things it wasn’t like it is today of course girls were not allowed to go play different schools 
unless it was field day Ramsey County field days at the end of the school year.  So like I say I 
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was on the over-under team on my 1st and 2nd grade.  What’s over-under?  Well you have a 
ball much like a volleyball and you would the first person puts it over their head and the next 
puts it between their legs and then the last one gets it and runs up front and then the first 
person the first line gets done is the winner of the match or whatever you want to call it and 
we did that on field day and the we had Captain ball.  And that was either boys or girls or 
mixed and you had a captain that was so many feet I don’t know how many feet at that age I 
didn’t know but that person would throw the ball to the first one and he would throw it 
back and then he would get down and you would throw it to the next one and so on and so 
forth and the first line done was the winner.  A lot of relay races things like that and 
volleyball we played volleyball and it was not played power volleyball like it is now, it was 
very whimpy as far as I’m concerned.  But it was fun it was fun we thought it was fun in 
those days I think I was in 7th grade when we played volleyball in 7th and 8th grade and I 
think I have a picture of that too.  But basically and then recesses we would go out for recess 
and the teachers maybe one teacher out there but we knew our boundaries especially when 
we had snowball fights.  If you went out beyond the boundary you were in the area and if 
you didn’t then you were not allowed to throw snowballs at the people that didn’t get in 
there.  We had all sorts of fun and there was a merry-go-round that we could not play on in 
fact they took it apart because Dale Rup broke his hip on it.  That was before my time.  And 
so they plain dismantled it so it was basically the bare thing just hanging there when I was 
going to school but he broke his hip so we could not play on the merry-go-round anymore.  
Let’s see what else did we do oh we had movies that was the greatest thing.  I don’t know if 
it was once a month I can’t remember now but Friday was movie day and I tell you there 
weren’t any absentees on movie days.  Cause in the afternoon we would all be excused and I 
don’t remember if we had to pay for it or if it was free.  Then in my later years, we started 
my mother was one of them and my husband aunt was one of the ladies and also Mrs. Straw 
and they worked up there on the hot lunch program and when they started that originally the 
women cooked the food.  But that we would sit down and we said our own grace to 
ourselves.  That was part of it before we got in line to get our food.  But when the hot lunch 
program came I was very appreciative of that.  You didn’t have to carry a lunch.  And you 
had quite a long walk anyway.  Yea about a mile and a quarter.  What kind of movies did you 
see on movie day?   Probably Shirley Temple or something like that it was a kid’s movie 
basically black and white of course.  I don’t know if there were any westerns or not because 
it was for the whole school so you had the lower grade and upper grade but I can’t 
remember any names of them to say but I would assume that’s what they were.  What about 
books?  See Dick and Jane we had those and we had a library where we could get books 
from the library up there and read books and also we had our library on wheels from the 
Ramsey County library that would come to our school.  We had Ms. Palmer well I think it 
was Mrs. was it Ms. Palmer or Mrs. Palmer the librarian.  She was very strict.  You get on 
that truck and if you made a noise you were in deep trouble so we would get on there to get 
our books we kept very quiet or we weren’t allowed to go on there and get books.  But that 
would come about I think once a month and then we would go get library books from there.  
But our books were a lot simpler than what they are now because I had books from grade 
school and I went and got one of my science workbooks and 8th grade we brought it down 
and showed my grandkids and a lot of that stuff they already had in 4th grade.  So it wasn’t 
quite as advanced of course things weren’t advanced as they are now but we though I 
thought at that time it was really hard.  But that’s the way it was.  We had workbooks and we 
had music occasionally.  We had a music teacher that came in and taught us some music and 
some of the notes and what they mean I don’t remember anymore that sort of thing.  No, I 
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think the art basically was taught by the teacher them selves.  We did a lot of memory work 
it was surprising.  It was for extra credit but if you wanted to memorize poem for you 
English you could do that and it was nice having the two grades because if you were in the 
lower grade when you were done with your work you could listen to the upper grades work 
and that was to an advantage I thought so it was nice.  I enjoyed my grade school days it was 
fun.  I was ready for high school.  Another thing in grade school I want to bring up was in 
our 7th and 8th grade years.  In our 7th grade year we had to take a state board in geography 
and that was long.  That was a couple 3 hours long those tests.  And then in 8th grade before 
we could go to high school we had to pas stated boards and take a state board exams in all 
the classes that we had and that was hard and the teachers would give us some old books 
and folders to take home and sort of go over to get an idea of what it would be like.  When 
we got into high school some of our classes we were more advanced then the City kids were 
because we had this stuff.  Andy being a smaller school you could do more things I imagine 
the classes were bigger in tow.  I don’t know I never asked my husband.  What about extra 
curricular activities, I know they had 4-H and girl scouts?  Yea, I did not ever join girl scouts 
but I was in 4-H for about 3 years with Mrs. Bedberry and I think there were about 4 – 6 
maybe 8 of us or something like that.  We would take on our projects like sewing, most of 
the girls took sewing in those days it was sewing and learning how to make and do Home 
Ec. Cooking, baking, things like that but my projects basically were sewing and we would 
meet at Mrs. Bedberry’s house and lay out the plan of attack what do you want to do get 
your pattern and things like that and then we could take it home and work on it.  But we 
would meet once a month with Mrs. Bedberry and also during the war there we had decided 
to make our own exhibits for the fair and we went with  Mr. Brown Dale Brown the artist 
here and we went over there with our group and he said sure I will help you and so we 
ended up with a title for it.  I think it was Wheel of Victory but I don’t know exactly what 
was on the outside as for the Wheel of Victory if it was progress of food or what.  I have a 
picture but the picture is covered by the girls so I couldn’t tell but he did help us he showed 
us how and then he would let us paint it and he would give us ideas and we entered it in the 
County Fair.  That was exciting.   

[next tape] 

Q: This is the 30th of March and we are at Community TV Channel 15.   

A: Alright, we will talk a little bit about the subject matter maybe.  How we learned.  
Even in first grade when we had started addition and things we would has flash cards and we 
had to know our addition and subtraction and we had flash cards and we had games with 
that.  By the time we had moved on we knew those all by heart, we didn’t have to count 
them on our fingers.  Even with our spelling words, she would write them on the board and 
we would copy them down and have one test a week.  Either you got them all or you didn’t.  
You didn’t get a second chance.  That is basically the difference the way things are today and 
the same way with our multiplication tables.  We had to memorize those things and know 
them right now and didn’t have a calculator to figure them out on.  Things like that were a 
little bit different.  Teachers made you come to time.  Of course they even had, for reading 
they would make you want to read.  They would have posters with your name and like with a 
seal everytime you read a book you would get a ball bounced on his now.  I still got my 
cardboard at home where I won the reading thing because I had the most balls on the nose 
on the seal.  They did things like that to make it more fun for you to do.   

Q: Then you graduated from?   
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A: Yes, I graduated from PS 10.   

Q: What was graduation like?   

A: All of Ramsey County schools graduated together and we went out I believe it was 
White Bear High School and they would call each school up and the kids were introduced 
and they got their pin and their diplomas and things.  That was quite a big event I mean 
from a little school you would go out there with all these county schools and that was 
something to live for.  We really enjoyed that, that was nice.  But then of course I choose 
Murray High School.  When I graduated, we could go basically wherever we wanted to.  I 
could have went to Washington, Wilson, Murray, and I believe even Central we were able to 
go to.  I chose Murray because so many of my classmates from District 10 were going to go 
to Murray.  It was a lot longer from my home than Washington was but I decided to go to 
Murray.   

Q: How did you get there?   

A: Well, that depends, my mother was working at the time.  She started to work.  She 
wouldn’t let me work so while I was in high school she worked out at Miller Hospital and 
would drop me off before 7 o’clock in the morning on Dale and Como and I would catch a 
street car.  I would take the street car over on Como and Eustis or not Como and Eustis 
would not be there yet but Como Harriet went all the way to where I went to Murray High 
School to get off.  There were times I feel asleep on the street car because I was tired and 
now the kids now catch the bus at 7 or something like that.  Most of the time she would 
drop me off and then at night I would get a ride home from her.  A lot of times she would 
come pick me up.  One time I did walk home but that was like 7 miles and it was too far 
because I had girls athletics that I would stay after school for.  Then when I got older, my 
brother had a job.  He was working at the ??? and he worked afternoons or something so he 
would come home.  Maybe it was midnights, I don’t remember, but he says I could use his 
car so I thought that was a big deal.  I got to use his car to go to school otherwise it was 
catch-a-can, how did you get there.  We did not have a bus so we got there however.   

Q: Medical care.   

A: Okay, back to medical care.  We had our doctor happened to be Dr. Engerson and he 
was the county corner at the time.  If we were really sick, all we had to dos is give him a call 
and at that time we had a phone.  When I was very little we did not have a phone and we 
had to go down to the corner to my uncles’ house to call but he would come down to the 
house and see us and do whatever.  When I knew I didn’t have my tonsils out until I was of 
course in eighth grade and by then I think we had a different doctor at that time.  But there 
wasn’t medical insurance and things like there is nowadays.  You just paid whatever and if 
you couldn’t pay it all then you could pay some each month.   

Q: So from your earliest memories, Dr. Engerson would visit the house.   

A: He would come out if we needed him.   

Q: During the depression. Up until the war probably.  

A: Right. It was tough going.  I know when there was time that my folks were on 
welfare.  My mother was just devastated because we had to go on welfare.  That was awful.  
It was only about six weeks to get our feet on the ground and get things planted and get 
going.  Basically what we needed was the flour, sugar, and things that you didn’t have 
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because we did have our vegetables and canned stuff and whatever, cereals and things like 
that but it does happen.  At that time it was devastating for people having to be get 
handouts.   

Q: Embarrassing.  

A: Right.   

Q: Your father, with the garden type operation that is a summer time sort of business, 
what happened in the winter time?   

A: Well, in the winter time he would repair things.  Sometimes he would get a different 
job during the winter time and go trim trees whatever could be done in the winter time.  I 
think one time he even did some snowplowing for the county.  Anything that he could find 
he would do in the winter time.  Oh, that’s right.  He did, he helped cut ice on Lake 
McCarrons.  That’s right.  That was interesting.   

Q: Can you describe how that worked?   

A: I’m not sure how they did it.  I’m sure they had these big saws that they went out on 
the ice to cut.  They had the ice house their on McCarrons on the shore McCarrons where 
they put the ice.  It was like sawdust or something that they put on it but yea, I don’t know 
what years he worked on the ice but I remember him talking about that.  (background 
talking)  The icehouse I guess now is gone and right on the shore on the lake is a new home.  
There is a new home built there in the place of the icehouse.  But anyway he would just find 
odd jobs or whatever to get through the winter.   

Q: Your dad was also involved in the community.   

A: He did some things, he was constable for awhile.  I don’t know what year that was.  It 
was when it was Rosetown he was constable.   

Q: What did a constable do?   

A: I don’t know.  I really never asked him what a constable did.  I don’t know.  
(background talking)  Is it okay.   

Q: Probably like a policeman.   

A: Yea, or a guard or something.  Maybe when they had dances he was a constable so 
that they didn’t tear the place apart.  They use to have dances a lot of them up at the 
townhall.  That was part of the recreation but that was about the only thing he did because 
he was busy trying to put food on the table.  He did that.  He might have been up there 
working, I don’t know.   

Q:  Would you like to talk a little bit about the changes that you have seen happen since?   

A: There has been a lot.  Since growing up, Roseville or Rosetown turned from the quiet 
country roads and lots of farms into the hussle and bussle of the City and the streets, 
freeways, shopping malls, and businesses.  It’s just really different.  I know when our lots, 
when dad lotted out we were swelling, I couldn’t hardly handle that.  I thought oh, it is going 
to be so different here.  I enjoyed the peaceful quietness I think.  It is very much different 
than what it use to be.  The dirt roads basically and your mailbox you didn’t have a house 
number it was like Como Station Route 3 and of course your mailman knew you.  He knew 
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who everybody was and anyways that’s the changes I remember.  All the businesses and 
things.   

Q: Any memories that you would like to talk about?   

A: Well, one of my memories is remembering coming home from school and smelling 
good things being cooked in the house when I walked in the door.  Whether it be bread or 
cookies or even supper.  I would really miss that today if I was a kid not having mother at 
home because she didn’t really, she did go to work after awhile after I was in high school but 
as a small child coming home and it was nice doing that.  Another memory is when my dear 
brother asked me one time if I had ever experienced how cold the pump handle was in the 
winter time.   

Q: And you said?   

A: Put your tongue on it.  I said,  “Well no.”  He says, “You know what would happen?”  
I said, “No.” He said, “Try it.”  So I did and I lost the skin off the end of my tongue.  In the 
winter time our pump would freeze up occasionally and it was me that had to go down the 
hole because I was the smallest and my dad would soak gunny sacks with gasoline or 
kerosene, I don’t know which one it was but it would burn and have to rap real tight and 
then he would haul me out and have to lift me up again and he would go down and light it 
and thaw out the pump.  That was pretty scary for me to go down into that deep, dark hole 
but that was part of it.  You had to do it.  He thawed out a lot of things with fire.  He even 
put fire under the old cars to get them started.  Our pet pig, that’s right, I told you about our 
pet pig.  Those were some of the memories that I had.  A memory of my brother making me 
a bike.  He found a frame, got an old frame and he found some old wheels for a bike and 
these skinny tires and they used intertubes to put around the frames and got it made for me 
a girls frame.  That was my first bike and I thought that I was king cheese because I had this 
bike and it was made out of whatever he could get a hold of but that was pretty neat that he 
would do that for me.  He was old enough to do that for me.   

Q: You married a St. Paul boy.  You married a city boy, where did you meet?   

A: I met him at church.  He was at church and the first time he came out to visit us, his 
folks thought that he was going out the end of the world.  It was a long ways out there.  
They knew the family, we knew their family.  It was pretty neat.  I have a story about him 
too, I don’t know if he is going to mind it or not.   

Q: Tell us anyway.   

A:  The first time he come out to our house, I think it was one of our first dates or 
something and we came back home in the afternoon and it was on a Sunday of course and 
we had people over.  My relatives and they asked Herb to stay for supper.  So he goes up to 
my dad and asks if there is a place to wash his hands.  Dad not know actually what he 
wanted because we did not have indoor plumbing.  He said well you can just wash your 
hands in the sink.  So it did not help my husband  

Q: the problem   

A: yea, the problem but he did stay to eat.  He did not eat very much and he excused 
himself and thought he better get home.  He had to get home.  Knowing the situation 
afterwards, I felt sorry for him but I thought that was pretty funny.  He did not know, that 
was one of our first dates and I had to clue him in on the outdoor facilities that we had.  
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That was pretty funny I thought.  I don’t know how he thought about it but.  That was a 
good time.   

Q: Without running water in the house or without water in the house, how did you take 
baths?   

A: Saturday night baths, wonderful.  We pumped water.  In the summer time we 
pumped the tub full, these galvanized washtubs.  We used the same ones, the big round 
ones.   

Q: You used them for washing clothes and for washing people.   

A: We pumped it full of water and we let it sit out in the sun to warm up.  The one that 
pumped the tub full got to take the first bath.  Not the cleanest one but the community bath.  
Of course, I don’t know about the folks but it was just my brother and I so it was just the 
two of us.  I’m sure the folks did other things.  They had their own.  In the winter time we 
pumped it and had to put it on the stove in kettles and stuff and just put it into the tub at 
that time.  The next one, if it got too cold, they would add a little water to it.  That was 
Saturday night baths.  My mother would wash my hair during the week more than once a 
week.  That was, it was a must Saturday night baths.  Now they shower every day or twice a 
day.  That is the way it goes.  Of course if you worked out in the field really dirty, well then 
you just stood underneath the pump and washed most of the dirt off of your feet so that you 
could come into the house.  Then, in the summer we did do more of course because we 
could heat the water with the sun and then we would do it during the week.  Probably quite 
often it was up to my mother because she was a pretty clean freak.  Very important that the 
house be clean and stuff like that.  

Q: Any other things that we should talk about?   

A: I’m just trying to think, not that I can remember, I think we covered most everything.  
I will probably think of things.   

Q: What we will do then is we will have the people come in here and we will let you look 
at the monitor while they are taping the pictures and then you can explain what is going on 
in the pictures as we go.   

This is yours.  There we go, can you see the monitor? (background talking) I could get 
my body up here if I could not trip over all my cords that are attached.  You don’t mind that 
I asked about your?  (background talking)  This is the house that was built in?  

A:  That is my home.  That is my homestead 1925.  That was built in 1925.  It didn’t 
look like that in 1925, they didn’t put the stucco on right away.  It was just the outside 
boards.  That door, that is our main door.  Our pump where I pumped the water is there.   

Q: Your car.   

A: That is the car that I learned to drive on when I was 12 years old.  I was driving that 
Model A Ford.  That oak tree, that thing is huge.  There is an oak tree up by the.  That is our 
family, my brother and I, my brother Robert, my Dad was Otto and myself were doing 
raspberries.  My brother is laying down on the job.  We had every fall we had to take and 
clean out the raspberries.  That is my mom feeding the chickens.  She always wore a dress 
except when she was working in the garden.  Even to scrub floors and things and she had 
her chickens.  She took care of the chickens.   
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Q: Next to that one?   

A: That is how we cleaned the chickens with boiling hot water.  She is out there picking 
the feathers off.  In the summer we cleaned the chickens outside.  In the winter time we did 
inside and it was tough.  I remember that as a kid too. (background: Remember how upset 
your mom would get if your dad would let the chicken run after the head was cut off.) Yes.  
My dad was very, my mother didn’t like that.  That is my dad when he was doing some 
cutting.  You can see the mower in the back of the horses.  He would mow the sides of the 
streets with the horses like they do now with tractors.  That is Floyd Thompson.  That 
corner is Roselawn and Lexington there.  His station would to our back and Floyd 
Thompson owned it and that gas station is still there.  That is Floyd Thompson.  He was a 
real neat guy.  He use to give a cheerio once in a while.  That was when they called them 
cherrio’s.  Ice cream on a stick.   

Q: Go up to the top.   

A: That is a saw rig that my dad either built himself or helped build.  It had a regular car 
motor and then a big saw and when he had to do a lot of cutting down trees to get some 
land because there was a lot of woods on that side of the street near B2 and that is his saw 
rig.  He use to saw and I would help, I would hold onto the wood on the other side while he 
sawed.  That was another experience I forgot to tell you about.  I was told one time that he 
couldn’t start it, get up and breath into the gas tank.  I was probably 5 or 6 years old so I 
would breath in real hard because he needed air to get it started.  He said do it again and 
instead of taking my face away I breathed in and pretty soon I found myself out.  I was gone.  
The next thing I remember is hollering, get her awake, get her awake.  I had passed out 
breathing in the gasoline on the gas tank.  Helping start it.  These are my cousins and my dad 
on the lower right hand side.  We were picking some squash.  We would pick squash.  We 
would put them out in the field and cover them until after it got real cold and that was but 
they didn’t have the big squash like Clarence Richter and Albert Richter used to have.  My 
dad had big squash too but he didn’t take them.   

Q: That would feed a family for a long time.   

A: Oh, yes, we ate a lot of squash.  You bet.   

Q: It was healthy.  I like squash.   

A: I do too.  See this was Sunday morning.  Everybody is dressed up.  My dad is 
throwing in some probably middlings for the pig, you can’t see the pig, but that is the pigpen 
and my brother is just climbing over the fence there on the other side.   

Q: What are middlings?   

A: It was malt type of stuff that you would mix in with water for them to slurp.  But they 
like corn too of course.  (background talking)  See I was pretty little because he is probably 
10.  I was probably 5 years old at that time.  There he is.  He is going to climb over the 
fence.  He wasn’t afraid of the pig.   

Q: He is three years older than you?   

A: Oh, he’s 4 ½.  He was probably be in 4th or 5th grade when I started school.  There 
again you can see people always dressed on Sunday mornings we had our best.  That is my 
mom.  When dad was gone, that was when we were doing the cultivating and she always had 
her straw hat, long sleeved shirt, and she wore my dad’s jeans or overalls we called them.  
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Bibs.  I would drive the horse with the reigns.  I think I probably took the picture I don’t 
remember but then I would drive the horse while she cultivated.  Those cultivaters are hard 
to handle.  I tried it once cause I said Dad, let me try it.  I took out a few trees and that was 
enough because you push a little bit that thing would go crazy so you had to be strong to 
hold that thing.  That was hard work for her besides doing housework when you got 
children.   

Q: About what year would that be?   

A: In the 40’s during the war.  We still tried to have some garden.   

Q: It looks like corn.   

A: Yea, we had corn, tomatoes, potatoes, lots of different stuff.  We didn’t have stuff like 
??? They had lettuce and things like that.  They took a lot of they had a lot more.  Parsnips, 
turnips.  That was a little picture I had found.  I try to have it enlarged at Kinko’s and I 
wrote on it so what is new when I was a kind but that was Ramsey County School’s Field 
Day.  There is lots of people and that was probably when it was District 10 because my 
mother was there.   

Q:  This is all of the county schools getting together?   

A: Right.  That was competition because they had softball games, the boys, only the boys 
played softball then too of course.  They had softball games and it was all competition 
between the other schools.  Dodge ball was another thing they played and they had some 
good dodge ball players.  (background talking)   

A: There is our group of 4-Hers.  This is Mrs. Bedberry and Wheel of Victory.  That is 
behind there.   

Q: That looks at war time.   

A: Yea, that was war.  I was probably 7th or 8th grade so about 43.   

Q: I was going to say about 43.   

A: Yep.  The girls all lived in the neighborhood.  Margie Moor, Alcie Simon, the Tschida 
girls, Eda and Eleanor and Stockness, Virginia Stockness, Verna Stuckel she lived here but 
moved away.  So that was our group.  It was a fun time.  Mrs. Bedberry was lots of fun.  We 
enjoyed her.  

Q:  Mrs. Bedberry liked kids.   

A: I think so.  She had too.  This was also at the county fair.  I got a wax uniform and 
then Vern Stuckel had a wave uniform and we had our nurses and I think Mike Swartz, he 
had a picture but it wasn’t real clear, it looked like he was in the background back there to 
with some kinds of uniform on.  He was with that so he was probably one of the boys.  We 
marched in the parade.  They had a parade and we got our stuff on.  Mrs. Bedberry is 
standing there.  She was there also making sure we were doing what we supposed to be 
doing.  That was my favorite past time.  I loved to ride the fender of that tractor when my 
dad plowed.  That is another tractor that he would borrow from the Struberg’s and he said I 
could sit on the fender when he plowed.  I rode on that when I was about 6 or 7 and I could 
sit on the fender.  That was so fun when he plowed the fields.  I enjoyed that.  This is my 
Uncle August on the left hand side and my dad is in the middle and our cousin Eddy Otto 
and our dog, Shep.  I think that is probably Shep.  My uncle had a potato digger and he 
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would come up with his horse and helped dig potatoes and that is what we were doing, 
digging potatoes at that time.  Shoveling snow was another past time.  We would go up 
several layers because it would too far to throw it at one time.  That was one of our snow 
storms that we had.  I don’t think it was exactly on because I was about 10 years maybe I 
was 10 but it looks like we are going to school because Bob has something on this shoulder.  
That is what we had to do that was our job shoveling snow.   

Q: Open land.   

A: It drifted right across B2 there from down below.  This is our over and under team.  
That is first or second grade.  I must be in second grade because there are some first graders 
on there.  Dorothy Napkin was there, she was in school with me.  None of these kids are 
around here any more.  Elsie Simon is probably out in Arizona.  Gracie Marroney, Donny 
Roberts his father had a pig farm out on Victoria.   

Q: that would be about what year?   

A: I started school in 36 so 36 or 37.  Mrs. Diehl on the left here.  They were our 
coaches basically.  They taught us how to do it and we just did it.  We didn’t have regular 
coaches.  I don’t know if the boys softball team did or not.  The middle one is Mrs. Sticsh 
and Ms. Sandeen.  She was a nice teacher.   

Q: Mrs. Sandeen is the one you liked.   

A: Yes, she was a neat lady, neat teacher.  She is still alive I believe out in California.  
Then Mrs. Hanson I don’t know where she was at the time maybe she was Ms. Mattson at 
that time yet.  When I first started school but she must have been inside or something.   

Q: Is that Lexington?   

A: Yes.   

Q: The schoolyard at Lexington school.   

A: Yes, I think that is Struve’s fence there on the south side.  Sometimes the balls would 
go over Struve’s fence and they were not too happy about that.  Mrs. Struve’s got very angry 
at us because the balls always going over the fence in her yard.  This is our volleyball team.  
The gal on the left has the volleyball and of course the boys snuck in on that picture of 
course.  That is Donald. All those kids.  That is Joan Zimmer I think this is probably 7th and 
8th grade girls because she was in 7th grade but she is the only 8th grader that I recognized 
the rest of us are all 7th graders or maybe even 6th graders because Joyce Metcamper was 
below me and the two Buchner twins they lived down on Cty Rd B and Alice Krause that is 
Larry Krause’s I assume younger sister because Larry Krause is probably (background 
talking) no not Herb Krause.  They lived across the street from Lexington school on the 
west side of Lexington.   

Q: Okay that is Charlie Krause on the west.   

A: I’m not sure but I think Larry is her brother.  Arlene Stuber’s husband.   

Q: that is the school in the background.   

A: Yep, right Lexington school.  This is my dad was retired at the time and this is all 
retired dignitaries that went up to the town hall on December 30, 1963 when they 
demolished the village hall and these are all dignitaries.  Tony Schmidt is there on the 
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bottom it lists their names.  That is my dad and there is Martin Wilmus and there is the town 
hall being knocked down and it has a list of the dignitaries that were there.  Ex-county 
commissioners and one was a senator, that was pretty neat, but being that he was a constable 
he was able to be there and he was retired.  That was shortly, see that was 63 and he died in 
69.  He had leukemia and he was probably getting ready to retire and just retired.   

Q: Thank you for coming in and sharing the pictures.  (background talking)  And thank 
you for making the notes, that helps out a lot.  You did very, very well. You done good.  
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