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INTERVIEWER: Mary Bakeman 
 
PROJECT SERIES: Remembering Roseville 
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION:  Marti attended the University of Minnesota, and moved 
to the Roseville area when her husband took a position in what is now Falcon Heights. 
Besides raising a family, she participated in the building of their homes, and also worked at 
the U.S. Army Ammunition Plant in the labs. 
 
 
 
 

Q: This is Myrtle Marty and it is the 30th of March 1998.  We are at CTV which is 
Channel 15.  We will start off, Myrtle, if you would please explain to us how you came to 
Roseville and Rosetown and how you got here.   

A: My husband had gotten a job about 1945 at that time it was Grain Terminal 
Association on Larpenteur and Snelling.  We were living in Minneapolis at the time.  We had 
no car so commuting was a long process coming and going.  He started looking at or 
someplace we might like to move too.  We both had gone to the University and so we were 
familiar with the land and surroundings out here.  So we started looking around and I think 
it was 1947 we bought property from George Schultz and that was at that time on the road 
was Raymond Ave which is now where Center Point is.  Then we decided to build our own 
house.  After he was done working at GTA we called it at that time he went there.  We 
would go out and start working on this house.  At that time we lived over in Minneapolis so 
it was easy for him to stay here and start work on the house.  We moved out in 48.  I think 
we lived there in 8 years and then we needed a bigger house because our family was growing 
so we were looking at property and there was some more property for sale right off of 
Fairview at the Hedland addition where there had been a mink farm which was plotted out 
for lots.  We went over there and we bought two lots.  That is where I am right now.   

Q: On Mildred.  So about the middle 50’s then you moved to Mildred.   

A: 56.  We bought the property in 56 and 57.  But I liked to be Roseville all that time 
though.   

Q: Let’s talk a little bit about the property that you first owned which is now part of 
Center Point just south of 35W and Cty Rd D approximately.  That was from the Schultz’s, 
what kind of farm did the Schultz’s have?   

A: I think they collected food from different hotels and stuff and they had this large pig 
farms there.  Then across the road was farmland where they raised corn and squash.  That 
was Joe Hicht from New Brighton that used that property.   

Q: How big of lot did you buy?   

A: An acre.   

Q: One acre, and what did it cost?   

A: $700.   
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Q: $700 for one acre of land.  And your house, how did you dig the basement?  

A: I think it was Joe Hicht that dug the basement for us and then my husband’s brother 
came and laid blocks around and then my husband framed the house and got it up to a 
certain point that we could move out into it.   

Q: How big was the house?   

A: 24’ x 36’. We only built the house we didn’t build a garage or anything at that time.  
We didn’t have any money.  It was right after the war.  Supplies were very hard to get and 
one time we couldn’t get the right size windows so we took smaller windows to put in the 
house all around.  There was no cement at that time so there is just sand in the basement 
and we also put a heater in the basement at that time.  We had oil heat at that time.  

Q: Oil heat with radiators?   

A: No it was forced air.   

Q: What did your husband do GTA?   

A: He was in charge of quality control manager and a cereal chemist.   

Q: May I ask what he made, what his wages were?   

A: Probably $175 or $185 I think something like.   

Q: A month, so $185 a month.  The house was pretty expensive undertaking. Especially 
with a young family.  

A: I had worked at the arms plant -- we both did during World War II.  We were very 
familiar with area out here.  That was another reason going here on New Brighton road and 
old Hwy 8 was the main route out of the cities up north.  We were familiar with the area 
very much so.   

Q: Tell us a little bit about working at the arms plant.   

A: I was a lab technician working with the metals and checking all the metals.  Of course 
he was working more with the power and explosives but I was checking for the tools and 
stuff.  I did not work in the production area I worked in the laboratory.   

Q: You chose to come to Roseville instead.  How many children did you have?   

A: Four girls.   

Q: Four girls.  All in this house?   

A: No, we had three in there.  Two level bedrooms and of course you can’t squeeze all 
this stuff into one little closet so we decided for a move at that time before the children got 
to old as far as going to school.   

Q: How big was your lot then on Mildred?   

A: Mildred, it was 80’ by about in fact we bought two of them but I think each lot is 83’ 
x 207’ or 203’.   

Q: How much were they?   

A: We purchased two of them for $2500.  Otherwise they were $1500 a piece.   

Q: That is right there by Langton Lake.  Tell us a little bit about Langton Lake.   
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A: It was a nice place to go at that tiem because I got to go over there and take the 
children to run around and play.  It was interesting around there.  Of course George or his 
brother  

Q: Theil?  

A: He had a vegetable garden there and raised vegetables.  We would walk over there.  
He had rhubarbs over there and lots of different things until they needed more property for 
school and that is where Johanna Jr. was built in 1962.  I remember very different when it 
was built in 1962.  I came out here when the first McDonald’s 1957.  I remember the first 
Target store in 1962.  I’ve grown up a lot from different happenings in Roseville.   

Q: Now you are part of the Moundsview school district.  Where did your kids go to 
school?   

A: They all went to Moundsview.  They started at Little Lake Johanna which is no longer 
Lake Johanna and then they went to Johanna Jr. and then up to Moundsview.   

Q: Little Lake Johanna, was that 1 through 6?   

A: Yes, 1 through 6.   

Q: Then they went to West Jr. High?   

A: Johanna Jr. is where Alison was sent to right on D I don’t know if that is what they 
called it or Langton?   

Q: Pres[byterian] Homes you mean.  Then they went to Moundsview High School.   

A: Yes, then over to the University of Minnesota.   

Q: Were there differences on how you built your house on Mildred to how you built 
your house on Cleveland?   

A: Definitely.   

Q: Tell us about the differences.   

A: The differences that we had to put in our own well on Raymond Ave and one 
cesspool.  However, when we built this house there was no water or sewer yet so we also 
had to do it the same way but as things developed, we did get City sewer when it first came 
in and we had a well until I had to shut off because it is no longer profitable for me to run it.   

Q: The City sewer came in about?   

A: I think around 1960.  I don’t exactly the 62 or something like that.   

Q: What about the streets?   

A: The streets were at that time 2960 was really a mud place.  You couldn’t get out in the 
spring.  I carried my baskets of clothes across because I didn’t have any place to wash 
clothes to begin with on 2960 and I didn’t have a wash machine when I first got out here.  
In order to get up and down that road if it was muddy or you couldn’t get out because of the 
snow, you carried it across to Cleveland Ave and that is where we also collected our mail was 
over on Cleveland Ave.  They would go over there and pick up our mail at our mailbox 
there.   

Q: Where did you shop?   
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A: Either I went downtown or I went over on Central Ave or Falcon Heights.  
Otherwise there were no shopping stores out here whatsoever because most of it was 
farmland.  I do remember taking the street car a lot until I got familiar with all that different 
surroundings and everything.  But I use to take the children to the doctors downtown and 
the dentist and orthodontist until things developed out here.  I was glad when Roseville 
started to enlarge.   

Q: Where did you catch the street car?   

A: 29th and Johnson.   

Q: So you went to Minneapolis to catch the street car.   

A: It was easier to go to Minneapolis for that reason.  I think it was further to St. Paul 
and I lived in Minneapolis so I knew the doctor’s over there so that is why I went over there.   

Q: Downtown to you was Minneapolis.   

A: Correct.  My husband said he would like to live out here because it was convenient to 
both cities. So when I got to know St. Paul very much too.   

Q: I was curious because when you said you took your kids downtown.  You said you 
didn’t have a washing machine.  How did you do your laundry.   

A: That’s what I say, we had to truck it across  

Q: Across to?   

A: To Cleveland Ave because sometimes the road was so impact you couldn’t cross.   

Q: What was on Cleveland Ave?   

A: It was road was open more.  There isn’t a Cleveland Ave like that any more.   

Q: Did they have a laundromat?   

A: A rental laundromat someplace.   

Q: Tell me what it was like to have sand for a basement floor.   

A: Well when I did get a wash machine, believe it or not, I had the three girls it was 
rollers, my girls wanted to stick their hands in there and help me.  Well forget that, it was 
awful, terrible.  Of course the washing machine, the tubs would tip over from the water.  It 
was not easy but we got a long the best we could.   

Q: How did you get hot water for the laundry?   

A: We had an electric heater.   

Q: A very modern house then.   

A: Yes, it was second hand and I think I bought a stove from Northern States at the 
time.  I did have a refrigerator and 18 feet refrigerator.   

Q: 18 feet refrigerator.  How often did you have to go shopping?   

A: I only went once a week.  My husband would pick up milk on the corner before he 
would come home.  We rented a locker at the Polar Lockers that use to be on Snelling and 
we would have meat there and on the way home sometimes he would stop and get meat.   
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Q: What did it cost to feed a family of five in those days?   

A: I had kept, when we first got married, I kept track of what it was costing to live and it 
was about 7 or 8 dollars a week.   

Q: What year was this, you said when you were first married.   

A: I was married in 42.   

Q: 7 or 8 dollars a week.   

A: You must remember that there was still a lot of rationing going on from WWII you 
know.   

Q: Then when you had your girls and your house on Raymond  

Q: It came to a lot more than that because they were growing children and they drank a 
lot of milk and stuff.  I would say around $25.  That is an estimate because I didn’t keep 
track of all the things like I did when I first got married.  But it was 9 cents a loaf.   

Q: 9 cents a loaf for bread.   

A: I think milk was 9 or 10 cents a quart something like that.   

Q: Meat was?   

A: I bet it was about 32 or 34 cents if I remember but it don’t know if it was rationed or 
not but sugar and flour were rationed in WWII days.   

Q: Did you have a garden?   

A: Yes, we did.  In fact we planted 6 apple trees.  We had a large garden but because of 
all this property that I’m a farm girl.  We had a big strawberry patch.  Once we planted 24 or 
30 plants of tomatoes.  We had tomatoes that were just coming out of our ears and I would 
haul bushel baskets around and try to get rid of them.  I did freeze, we got a freezer in 1956 
and I froze all the strawberries, I canned beans and peas and a lot of things I froze.   

Q: You must have canned tomatoes too if you had 30-some plants.   

A: Yes, I did can some tomatoes.   

Q: All three of your girls graduated from school and left home.  What did you do then?  
You have been in Roseville for a long time.   

A: I did go to work in the arms plant during the war for seven years.  Then when that 
closed I went and worked for Land O’Lakes.  I thought I was going to work in the home ec 
kitchen but they needed help in the laboratory so I signed up for that.  There was an opening 
there and I signed up for that and I thought I could work into the kitchen.  They liked me so 
well in the analytical lab I worked there for 11 years until I quit.   

Q: How many women were doing your kind of work when you graduated from college 
and went out to the arms plant.   

A: There were a lot of women that went out there to work because there was a demand.   

Q: But to do your kind of job.   

A: I worked in a dairy laboratory so I was chemically knowledgeable about working with 
acids and things like that.  That is why they hired me.   
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Q: But there couldn’t have been a lot of women doing that.   

A: No, there weren’t.  ?? would tell you what you were capable of doing.   

Q: I know there was a lot of women who worked there but in your line.   

A: That is why I say I was not in the production area because of my resume I could 
handle the acids.  My husband was a grain tech so he was very familiar but at that time he 
had graduated and he didn’t want to get a job or couldn’t get a job it was something that 
wasn’t set up yet.  But right after the war he went and got this job for the farm machine.  ??? 
Grain Terminal Association what better company was called at that time.   

Q: Want to talk a little bit about your trip to Cost Rica with the sister city.   

A: Pamela [O‘Meara] who is a staff writer for the Review she says how would you like to 
go to Costa Rica?  She says I’m going to go and she called me on New Year’s the day before 
New Year’s she was telling me that I didn’t need a passport that I could get by with my birth 
certificate and some identification like my driver’s license.  My passport had expired that I 
had and hadn’t thought about renewing it.  It was only 4 months over due.  She was going to 
Taiwan and she said well I will see you when I get back.  I want to go and you come with 
me.  I says okay.  I was excited about going and then I got ready and got all my things 
prepared.  When she came back from Taiwan she was kinda jet lagged and didn’t feel too 
good so I still wanted to go to Costa Rica so that was what my plan was.  I left January 24th 
and I came back on February 2nd.  It was a wonderful trip.  Absolutely wonderful.  I was 
with nice people and we stayed in people’s homes.  It was very, very interesting.  Can I put a 
little thing in?   

Q: Sure.   

A: My son-in-law has a brother in Italy that want to adopt children and they have gone 
to San Jose and adopted a girl about 7 or 8 years ago.  I knew a little bit about the things.   

Q: So 50 years after you moved to Roseville, you are a world traveler presenting the 
state.   

A: I have been to other places like China, Austraila, New Zeland, Fiji.  ??? and several 
countries in Europe.  This time when I went to Italy with my son and daughter, I took a 
crash course in Italian but I do speak Norwegian.  On this trip it would have helped if I 
spoken Spanish more than I did but I had a booklet along so I could.  Also the people down 
there that let us stay in their homes were the people that had learned English so it was 
educational and just very interesting for me.  I enjoyed it.   

Q: Are there anything that we need to talk about?  Memories of Roseville, how it has 
changed?   

A: You know when I came out here, I’m a very athletic person and there wasn’t anyplace 
to do anything except go down to Lake Johanna and I was a life guard at a camp one 
summer so when the girls were older I would take them up to Lake Johanna but then there 
were lessons given at the St. Paul campus and a gym there so I did go there.  There were no 
churches out here, I shouldn’t say no churches there were some churches but not a lot so we 
went to the church in St. Anthony Park Lutheran Church is where I went to church.  But I 
was so glad that there got to be a lot of this community activity because I’m an aerobics 
person and a runner and stuff like that.  I’ve done that for many, many years.  I have done 
aerobics, I can’t tell you, 25 – 30 years.  There were so many nice places to walk at that time.  
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I really enjoyed Roseville very much.  It’s handy to lots of different places and there are lots 
of nice things out here now.   

Q: Langton is going to have a path around it.   

A: I’ve heard that too.   

Q: So you will have one right in your backyard.   

A: Right.   

Q: is there anything else we should talk about?  Any other memories that you want to 
talk about?   

A: I lived in this house for 40 years and I’ve got to know a lot of neighbors and I like the 
fact that we have neighborhood watch so that everybody knows what is going on which I 
think is very important now.  I do have a lot of friends out here in Roseville.  I’ve got to 
know a lot of people by going to a lot of community things.  Like I went to gourmet cooking 
classes.  Right now I get to fitness classes.  I am going to speak to Bethel to a food classes 
and fitness class because I run around Bethel track and I also speak at St. ??? College because 
they just want me for an example for what I do at my age and everything like that.  I love 
exercise.  I love it.   
Q: But you are young.   

A: Thank You.  I’ve been here 50 years.   

Q: Okay, anything else we should talk about or are we ready to put the pictures up and 
then you can comment on the pictures.   

A: I don’t know if I have covered everything or not.   

Q: Pictures are right here Ruth. (background talking) (SMALL TALK)  

A: I don’t know if I should talk about all my fitness stuff but I couldn’t get anybody to 
walk with me you know 40 years ago but I just went at it and walked 5 – 7 miles a day and 
I’ve done it ever since.   

Q: She does 5K runs.  Did you hear her?   

A: I only started in 1974.  It took them six months to wind me up to do it but.  I did my 
first 5K in Roseville.   

Q: That is amazing.   

A: Now, I got my grandchildren and daughters running.  Last fall I got 8 shirts at the 621 
fun day up at Roseville I mean at Moundsview.  Our particular out of 8 probably 4 one at 
that class.  This is the house.  You see it isn’t done.   

Q: This is the house on Raymond?   

A: this is the house on Raymond 2960 Raymond.  At that time it was hard to get supplies 
and we went along and did what we could at the time.  There is no siding on that house yet 
you see.  That is why I brought this picture to show you that the back of it says 1949 if I 
remember right.   

Q: There is only 2 windows on the front.   
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A: That’s the south side, here’s the front.  You see know there is no steps on the front 
there or anything like that so it took a long time to get everything put together for this 
house.  It wasn’t done like now you can build a house in 65 days.  That is what I was told.  I 
just sold my lot and he says in 65 days we will have a house up and ready for sale.  They did.  
We had lots of fun out there because there was so much area and safe and everything to 
have the children.  They learned to bike out there and we got to know the children on the 
street.  There was no security.  We were happy as could be.   

Q: I notice there is just one other house.   

A: There is more but they didn’t include them on the street at the time.  That is from the 
1951 storm when I was going to have a baby believe it in March.  We had 40” of snow.  I 
called the mayor and said I wanted to get to the hospital and asked if it would be possible in 
case I needed to get out.  Luckily I went to the doctor on the 13th of March in the morning 
and he said I am going to keep you here because it looks like you are going into labor.  That 
night my daughter was born at 8:30 p.m. March 13. I was in the hospital 4 days.  Those 4 
days that I was in the hospital it did not snow until Saturday when I come home it was just 
storming awful.   
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