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Q: Today is Tuesday, March 31, 1998. We are at Community T.V. Channel 15 and this is 
Mary Mollner Tschida. So Mary why don’t you start off by telling us how and when you 
came to Roseville.  

A: Well actually it was probably in 1936 and the reason why I remember that is because 
we lived across Rice Street which was the Little Canada area. It was a home off of Rice 
Street but they were putting through Hwy 36. To this day I don’t know if they called it Hwy 
36 because of the year it was being built so then they took our home and we had to move up 
to the general area of Rice and Country Road B2. The only home up there at that time was 
this big brick or stucco house which was owned by the Wewer’s family and of course they 
were residents of Roseville for many, many years before we moved up there. And so then 
my mother and dad built the house which is now Grandview and Rice general area but it 
didn’t Grandview wasn’t even a name we would always say our road. This is our road and we 
were the only home there except Wewers on Rice Street and then after that there was one 
other home and it was also a dead end street. Now it does go by Grandview as I mentioned 
and it goes through and onto B2 but it was a field then you know.  

Q: Your fathers name was –  

A: John Mollner.  

Q: And your mom –  

A: DeMont which is the other side in Little Canada in a street bearing that name to after 
my grandfather.  

Q: Were they immigrants?  

A: Grandpa – yea both grandpa’s. Grandpa Mollner and Grandpa Demont came over.  

Q: And settled in Roseville.  

A: Yea both of them settled on the other side of Rice street which was you know Little 
Canada area.  

Q: What did your dad do?  

A: They had a dairy farm at Rice and B.  

Q: Rice and B was the dairy farm. Tell us a little bit about how dairy farm worked.  

A: Well at that time one thing that was rather sad, where they had their farm there wasn’t 
any property for them. They didn’t have the property where the barn was and the house or 
so forth. So they had to rent from Schroeder’s across the street for a pasture. And then what 
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you would probably be more interested in when we get back to the Roseville side was on 
Rice and Cty Rd C that was pretty much vacant and that was where I think well the Wavers 
owned property there. That is where a big a pasture was located so dad had to take the cows 
out to Rice Street from Cty Rd B to Cty Rd C area and had the cows were pastured there.  

Q: They moved right down Rice Street –  

A: yes, in fact I have a picture of that. But yes, and at that time you will have to visualize 
because of Rice Street being so busy now and so changed but the picture shows dad and the 
cows going right down it was just two lanes going down the center of Rice Street.  

Q: How many cows did you have?  

A: They only had about 80, it was a small dairy farm and they weren’t into crops or 
anything. Of course I went to school in town St. Bernards Washington High but we always 
were kidding. Sometimes we would walk and we would say that you could always close your 
eyes and know that you hit the country area just with the smells you knew were you where. 
Of course the landscaping, you know, there were so many ponds and hills. We had a big 
choice of where to go sliding on Rice and Cty Rd B2 and there is ??? there now. That was a 
big, big hill, it wasn’t level with Rice Street. It was a very large hill and you could slide down 
and then there was the pond at the bottom of the hill and they have retained some of the 
pond there, it is behind the child care center there you know. And then as you went down a 
little bit further on Cty Rd B2 across from where there is a Baptist church and some homes, 
that was another big hill that went down into a pond so there were always things to do with 
sliding. Now the kids don’t have that anymore too much no sliding, no ponds, a few might 
be around so you could go skating provided you shoveled a little bit of snow.  

Q: Tell us about how after the cows went to pasture then they would be brought in for 
milking. You milked twice a day – how was the milking done?  

A: By machine. They did have the milking you know machines. Then they would always 
have to strip do some hands you know milking. Then it of course went right to the 
milkhouse and it was purified or you know strained and so forth. I remember washing of the 
bottles you know not like nowadays. There was just on the wall there were the two great big 
almost like a big laundry tub for washing and rinsing and then the brushes on the wall so you 
do two bottles. My Uncle Joe did two bottles at a time washing them.  

Q: So you bottled the milk too?  

A: Yea, they bottled it and then in another room of the milkhouse there was the bottling 
machine you then it was just the paper caps you know. Nowadays the kids have pogs and 
that is where they must have originated from those milk caps because one of my kids saw a 
milkcap that I had from the dairy farm and they said that is probably where pogs came from. 
Whether that is true or not but that is what they look like more or less.  

Q: How did you sell the milk then?  

A: Well, that was home delivery. The just had two trucks and delivered. I think a quart of 
milk I mean besides the wear and tear on the truck and the gas they sold milk for 11 cents a 
quart and they were all glass bottles of course.  

Q: And this was about 1940?  
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A: Yea, see in 19 I believe and somebody might say I’m wrong but I believe in 1948 milk 
was out. It has to be pasteurized. That was the other thing, they didn’t pasteurize milk at that 
time it was raw. At least you know from the Mollner dairy farm. So then 48 was no more 
nonpasteurized milk or no more raw milk it has to be pasteurized so they went out of 
business then.  

Q: Then what happened?  

A: Then my dad and two uncles went with City Dairy which was on Rice Street too just 
beyond the city limits of Roseville. And worked for them until that got closed and it no 
longer existed. The buildings at the dairy farm stayed. My one aunt and uncle lived there well 
then they decided to change. Now I don’t remember what year that was but they decided 
that the clover leaf should be changed on Hwy 36 and Rice so they bought all that, the 
highway department bought that property, so the buildings were all demolished. In fact, it is 
still empty they never did anything with the clover leaf.  

Q: So that is Rice and Cty Rd B, it’s still the same way.  

A: But the other thing is too you know there was some discussion about children that 
don’t have enough to do after work you know as far as chores. As far as I said all the fun 
that we had with sliding or playing ball in a field or something which they don’t have 
anymore. But the other thing is that as the landscaping has changed so much as you went 
down Cty Rd B2 and going west, the one farther street the south side the water would run 
and in the spring there were always tadpoles. And we would go catch tadpoles. Well you 
know now the street is just more level, it is level with the sides of it the hills are gone and so 
forth. I have seen a lot of changes you know it was so nice so many improvements water and 
sewer that eventually came into Roseville and I didn’t mind the well water but it was so 
difficult. We had three cesspools.  

Q: Three?  

A: Three not one just didn’t work any longer and so then we built another one and 
another one and the only thing you could do is when they got full you would pump them. 
Everybody had really green grass but the odor wasn’t that great. And then the other 
neighbors had cesspool too I remember one winter it ran down the hill in the neighbors yard 
and they were rather excited about the whole thing. And they probably had to pump to but I 
guess the idea was to keep it on your own land. And I thought boy I couldn’t see something 
like that happen nowadays pumping your cesspool onto your grass. But you know that was a 
change of times.  

Q: You went to St. Bernards school?  

A: Yes.  

Q: How did you get there?  

A: Well, we had to work it out with one friend a neighbor went to work in the morning 
so then we got a ride then. That was probably in high school days we got a ride with them. 
But other than that my dad he would take us to school in the morning. I remember we had 
to wait until his chores were done and of course they wanted you to go to mass every 
morning but that was too late for mass so we always got out of going to church because dad 
couldn’t get done with the chores to get us there on time and then in the afternoon some 
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man that worked in St. Paul got done around 3 - 3:30 and he would give us a ride home 
because he lived on Rice and 36.  

Q: So you would get home around 4:00 in the afternoon.  

A: Yea, about then.  

Q: What kind of chores did you have to do then?  

A: Well, the one thing that is rather confusing, like I said my dad, two uncles and 
grandpa had the dairy farm on Rice and B but we lived our home mom, dad, and myself 
lived on Grandview so I wasn’t always at the farm except I would go there after school a lot 
because I really liked the farm a lot and I had a couple of cousins, boy cousins, they didn’t 
care at all about it. I liked feeding the horses and pitching hay I remember one time that we 
had bales of hay and I had to grab the bale of hay and get it up to my dad. But other than 
that I didn’t you know didn’t have to work at the dairy farm like the kids the farmers 
probably that their children are right there and had to do a lot of work.  

Q: You must have had some chores at the house?  

A: Oh yes.  

Q: What were the chores that you had to do?  

A: Well, that was more or less just dusting and doing dishes and things like that. But 
actually I liked the farm and of course then they had two teams of horses at the farm. I had a 
riding horse so you know I would take care of him and I remember in the cow barn I use to 
like to sweep you know the floors. But I don’t think I ever had to shovel manure. I don’t 
know.  

Q: Well, what did you do, if you didn’t have crops what did you do with the manure?  

A: We had, well you know, the cow manure got hauled away. I can’t remember what 
they did, I should take that back, they did rent some property for some hay fields and it 
probably went there. I remember as far as the horse manure there were gardeners in Little 
Canada and they would pick that up.  

Q: They wanted it.  

A: Yes, so there, you know, there was always you know we would dispose of it. And I 
remember to while talking about what did you do with it I was thinking back when our front 
yard, dad through cow manure and we must have smelled that all winter long, you know it 
had to be raked up in the spring what happened then I don’t know.  

Q: He would put it on the yard.  

A: Yes, as a fertilizer.  

Q: A fertilizer –  

A: and then he would have you rake it up and yea. And the other thing that people did I 
recall too we had a nice basement but at the dairy farm there was basement on that house 
and actually it sounds horrible but they used to put it around the edge of the house stray and 
horse manure for insulation like I don’t know if they could. You know you are so use to the 
odors in the area that I guess you just got so use to the manure smell that you didn’t notice 
it.  
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Q: Was there any veterinarians?  

A: They had Dr. Feist. Now he or he I thought maybe would have been in downtown St. 
Paul I know now on Dale Street that there is a Dr. Feist cemetery a pet cemetery but I think 
they had a you know, some vets from town to come out.  

Q: Even cows get sick.  

A: Well yes they had to be enucleated to and they were always checked for TB it seems 
to me. He was testing.  

Q: What did you do for fun as a teenager?  

A: Well, I probably still had my horse until I was a freshman and then I guess you know 
boys and other things became as an interest so I didn’t go horseback riding that much I 
didn’t have anybody to go with I don’t know what the situation was so dad sold the horse. 
But you know like I say we had ponds to go skating on and then of course we enjoyed 
movies but that was always a problem to as far as transportation. It was 3 miles to the street 
car line which was Rice and Ivy so once you got there you could go anywhere on the street 
car you know even to Washington High’s basketball games or football games but you still 
had to get there and I remember walking sometimes at night home from the car line and my 
girlfriend and I were so scared most of the time. There wasn’t any lights you know Rice 
Street wasn’t that well lit.  

Q: There wasn’t much to it. No, dirt wasn’t it?  

A: No, it was tarred, but all it was was a gas station and bars you know so there wasn’t 
no lights. I remember to one time talking about the dairy farm Rice and Minnesota there was 
a real deep hole and that was owned by the Waver family that property. Now the 
SuperAmerican Station is there and a restaurant there before and that was all filled in but 
anyway it was a big, big, hole and one morning my dad went to work in the horse barn and 
one of the horses were missing one of the team horses and they were always tied but I don’t 
know somehow that horse got loose. And they looked for the horse here it was below the 
hill at Rice and Minnesota and it had sleeping sickness and somehow go the rope loose and 
walked up Rice Street and then being so weak tumbled down but that was one of the things 
that I remember. Some things just stay in your mind and it was such a nice horse and you 
know it had to be disposed of and I felt so bad.  

Q: How long did your folks use horses to help on the farm?  

A: Oh gosh, I said in 48 they went out of business maybe about 1940, 41, 42, they did 
have a tractor then. In fact, they still had property on Roselawn Ave which is Maplewood 
you know for our crops and they had the hay wagon that would be attached to the tractor 
and go down Rice Street. Yea, it was fun time. I don’t suppose a lot of things I wouldn’t 
want to go back to but we certainly had a lot of freedom.  

Q: What do you mean?  

A: Well, now everything is so strict you know you don’t do this in Roseville, you don’t 
do that and if you still can hang out clothes that is against the law but there are areas that 
they say no clothesline and of course then you know well I’m thankful for this that dogs are 
tied but there were so many dogs running around. That was the other thing, no restriction so 
that is good that dogs are tied or kept in their own yards. Because they would run in packs. 
(cont’d on next tape) 
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[Cont’d from previous tape] 

And sometimes there would be dog fights you know.  

Q: What kind of wild life was there around?  

A: Well, the pheasants were plentiful. The other things well that is kinda what I miss too 
you are talking about I miss the pheasants too but at that time we had a burner. At that time 
you know for many years you could burn your papers. I remember down by the burner you 
would always see this beautiful pheasant that came from across Cty Rd B2 where the swamp 
was. Now you don’t see the pheasants any more and of course the ducks were always around 
and they still are. And the geese weren’t plentiful. We didn’t have geese like now. They 
moved in on us the pheasants left I guess. But then one day actually that wasn’t too many it 
was about 10 years ago I looked out my window and saw a red fox. Really. Scooting across 
the yard, it was running across Rice Street toward Capitol Beer you know when there woods 
back there. So that, deer you know there is more deer now there wasn’t many deer then that 
I recall but now the deer moved in you know in different areas probably from North Oaks 
or Vadnais they come into the area once in awhile.  

Q: When you were married you stayed in Roseville?  

A: Yea. We lived in my mother’s house the one that I moved into well my family moved 
into in 1936. It’s the same house.  

Q: What was it like being a young married lady living in Roseville?  

A: Well, nothing really changed from there I guess. One thing that I look at now, like my 
children, see because Grandview was a dead end and the bus could not turn around. My 
children did not get picked up in front of the house. They had to walk over to Rice and B2 
at the corner, which meant walking through somebody else’s yard. That didn’t make a lot of 
people too happy. Now the bus goes right down Grandview and picks up children and I 
thought, “oh they have it so nice now.” And of course in our year there wasn’t any bus 
service. I did go to St. Bernard’s and the other ones in the area went to District 31 on Rice 
and C. they had to walk too unless they had some other means of transportation. Yea, we 
survived and like I say I still think in a way it was the good ol’ days and some things you 
were especially like the old sewers and old cesspools and so forth.  

Q: Hooray for sewers.  

A: Yea. And then we had so many beautiful parks. Because even in the 50’s my husband 
played softball and there wasn’t a park at or a ball field available. They had to either go to 
North St. Paul or New Brighton to play ball and now they have so many nice ballfields. And 
so many sports activities for the kids.  

Q: Are there any other things that we should talk about?  

A: No, like I say I’m more familiar with the Rice Street and Cty Rd C and Cty Rd B2 and 
B as you went up the hill on Cty Rd B2 Claussen’s had their big farm. That of course was 
more you know pig farms. I know friends I work with they say oh so and so over that 
direction Dale Street and so forth I guess we were so close to Rice Street you went down 
Rice Street and that was it you know didn’t travel around so much. I know there was a 
Stubber dairy farm down over on Dale Street and of course they must have been in Roseville 
all of 50 years too.  
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Q: She is coming in.  

A: Oh, that’s great see then she can fill you in from that area. But I guess that’s about it I 
don’t know I will probably think of something tomorrow of what I should have said.  

Q: Well, then what we will do then is we will have them come in and get the pictures. 
Make sure I spell Tschida right, see I can pronounce it but I have to make sure.  

A: Yea, too many letters I guess.  

Q: Oh, I don’t think so.  

A: I worked with a guy who’s name was Tchumperland and it took me awhile to figure 
out how to find him in the phone book because I’ve heard the name several times first and 
that didn’t.  

Q: It sounds like it should start with a Ch just like your name sounds like it should start 
with Ch.  

A: Do you want the address on here to? Sure.  

(Background talking) 

Pictures – Okay, see that hill, see that house there that is home. Up on Minnesota Ave 
too bad that stain was on there too. You are not talking to me. She can’t get the bottom part 
on it. Can she get it up further. I don’t know. Cause I notice the photographer thought the 
cows were coming down Rice Street all by themselves until he saw my dad.  

Q: Well they know where to go after awhile.  

A: Oh yes, they it was milking, see they were going home because it was milking time 
again.  

Q: They want to do that. They have great desire to be milked. Can you get a little can’t 
really pick out your dad.  

A: He is way behind see that was what the photographer said, he couldn’t see anyone but 
he is way at the end not the beginning but the end.  

Q: What do you want. I have a thing in my ear and she is talking. It doesn’t look quite in 
focus to me now I don’t know if it is because of my glasses are dirty.  

A: Well I thought if it went up further you could still get the date maybe. And more of 
the bottom and then over. It’s over too far. (background talking) 

Q: Copyrighted Pioneer Press we don’t know if we can use it.  

A: That’s why I couldn’t get a copy I called over in Roseville, and I thought I wish when 
this thing was in the paper I would have called the paper and see if they would have had a 
picture. (background talking) So is she able to use some of it?  

Q: Well we will tape it at least.  

A: Okay.  

Q: We may need to get a batch of permissions to be able to use them.  

A: And it was just a couple of days ago other wise I would have made some phone calls. 
I was disappointed when I you know couldn’t get a copy of it.  
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Q: You had 80 cows. How many people worked on the farm?  

A: My dad, two uncles, and they usually had a hired man.  

Q: Wow, 80 cows even with machines takes a long time to milk that many cows.  

A: Then my Uncle Joe had to go to the service in WWII. So then they were short him 
and my mother had to run the milking machine and she went down and another aunt was 
helping out then. See there now how about that one. Would that be permissible if you do it 
like that?  

Q: Well we will still have to get permission because it is still their picture. And you have 
the information that it is still Minnesota anyways. I need to be I need to write down the date 
of the newspaper though.  

A: But anyway as you are looking at it there, they are going south to St. Paul so that part 
of the hill is where Fortune Cookie Restaurant is and so forth and Minnesota Street behind. 
I am from Freeborn County which is a lot of farms and I think dairy farms.  
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