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Q: Today is 31st of March we are CTV Channel 15 and this is Don and Mrs. Ann Zibell.  
Take it away Don.   

A: I'm Don Zibell I grew up in Roseville I was the first graduating class of Alexandria 
Ramsey High School in 1955 of course now it is Roseville Area High School.  My family 
both my mother's side of the family and father's side were early Roseville pioneers and my 
dad moved out here in 1912 on the Corner of Snelling and Cty Rd B.  His name was Otto 
Zibell. On B and Snelling between Har Mar and Rosedale and my mother's side moved to 
Roseville in 1904.  My dad came from Frogtown and my mother's side of the family came 
from the North side of St. Paul also.  This is my mother Ann Zibell and she was born in 
Roseville and has a home in Roseville what year was that?  1907.  So that makes you about 
91 years old.  Friday I will be 91.   

Q: Happy Birthday.   

A: Thank you.  Your parents before you get into your life let's talk about your parents.  
August Schroeder and Emma Mann right.  Right.  They settled your father came to 
Minnesota from Germany in 18 – 1873 – 1883 at the age of 4.  He was born in 1879 in 
Germany.   

Q: Where did you settle when you first came to Minnesota?   

A: Como Park or Como Lake up on the hill there.  Okay that would be between 
Lexington and Victoria south of Hoyt.  Then they had a garden also.  I mentioned how they 
prepared their vegetables.  The radishes they took down to the lake home and wash the 
radishes down in Lake Komis and then they took it to the market.  Lake Komis was 
probably cleaner in those days as opposed to now. Your mother also came from the north 
side of St. Paul.  She lived up there by Elmhurst Cemetery.  Okay small part of Elmhurst on 
Dale and Larpenteur just across the street from Roseville.   

Q: They got married in what year?   

A: 1904.  And then they moved to Roseville and bought up some land and built a home.   

Q: A small home and where was that?   

A: On Larpenteur and Fernwood.  And Fernwood was not in at that time.  It was not 
constructed.  But it would have been between Fernwood and Dunlap.  Dunlap has been 
vacated and removed because of the shopping center that was put in there.  But your home 
was where the Roseville 4 Theatre was is and the Rainbow store.  It is a large asphalt parking 
lot now but 8 or 9 acres which was good soil for growing vegetables and supporting your 
family for many years.   
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Q: So in your early years then you went to school where?   

A: I went to Lexington School until the 4th grade and then 4th grade I went to parochial 
school down on Wabash and Trinity school.  Trinity Lutheran School.  And that is down 
across from the capital down by Sears now.  They moved it.  That's right.   

Q: Now how did you get to Lexington school?   

A: We walked to Lexington school.  It's a little over a mile each way morning and 
evening and then when I went to the school downtown we walked to Como Park and took 
the street car from there and went to school.  Morning and evening after school.  That was 
quite a walk each way too just to get to the car line.  Yea, just to get to the street car line.  
Okay, when you went to Lexington you mentioned to me once that you didn't have any 
plumbing any indoor plumbing.  No we didn't they didn't have no plumbing there wasn't any 
water in the school so we had to take turns going to get water from the neighbor from the 
neighbor there.   

Q: Who was that?   

A: Bob Struve.  He had a garden too just on the south side and the biffy was outside.   

Q: There were how many rooms in the school?  

A: Two.  Two classes.  That was before the building they just tore down.  That was 
before they built the big one that was when I went there.  Now the newer one has been torn 
down and it is just open field now awaiting development.   

Q: Then for social life, first of all you worked in the home or what did you do?   

A: Worked out in the gardens and fields and then in the fall we would a or the spring no 
the fall we would go to work at Montgomery Wards and then in the spring you came back 
home and worked in the garden and the fields.   

Q: You had hot beds.   

A: We had hot beds.  That started early in the spring.  Spring about March already 
because we would see the tomatoes already in March.  Transplanted them.  When they were 
big enough we transplanted them.   

Q: What kind of vegetables did you raise in the garden?   

A: Well we had carrots, beets, and beans, tomatoes, onions, and I don't know, lettuce, 
and cucumbers.   

Q: Tell us a little bit about the hot beds.  How did you construct a hot bed?   

A: Well they had a well they had to put the beds down and when they got hot then they 
had to put dirt in them.   

Q: How did they get hot?   

A: Well they had to haul the manure.  I didn't want to say it but they had to haul some 
manure and put it on a pile until it got hot.  Then they would spread it out and then they 
would put boxes on top of it and fill it with dirt and then when it was warm.  They heated in 
there and about March 20th tomatoes and covered the windows and when it was evening we 
had to put boards on them cover them up with boards.  Then when the afternoon the sun 
would come out we would have to air them give them some air.  Put some block under the 
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windows and when it got real hot we would take the windows off and then the evening put 
them back on again.   

Q: How long did it take before they were transplanted?   

A: It didn't take too long, it all depend upon the weather too.  You also transplanted 
lettuce and cabbage to get early crops because they had a lot more money in them.  We did 
that too.  I remember a lot of this myself because I would spend several weeks a summer 
down my grandparents and I know how hard they worked.  When plants were out in the 
fields you had to crawl a lot.  A lot of weeding.  Cutting onions.   

Q: And how were the vegetables marketed to sell them?   

A: We took them to the market he had took them to market, he had two horses and 
went to market with a wagon.   

Q: He went to the town market?   

A: No he went to the Minneapolis market.  He left at 4 o'clock in the morning.  The 
market didn't open until 6.  Then they had to unhitch the horses and take them in the barn.  
They had barns there for the horses and took the pole off and put the pole underneath the 
wagon and then when they were through selling they went to get their horses and hitch up 
again.  It seemed awful early to me when I went.  At that time, then they had a real truck.  
Then after that they had a real truck.  This was quite a distance to go by horse because it was 
over in Minneapolis downtown Minneapolis over by Lindale and Glenwood next to the old 
Munsin which I believe now is the International Trading Center.  It has to be at least 6 – 7 
miles which would take a long time.  Maybe even longer than that.  Most of the people in 
Roseville who had gardens take it to market by truck before that by horse.  Roseville had a 
lot of gardens.  Cause of the rich soil in the area.   

Q: You didn't work all the time right so what did you do in your spare time as far as 
recreation and social life?   

A: In the winter I went skating.   

Q: That is how you met your husband Otto right?   

A: Yep.   

Q: Where did you skate?   

A: Lake Como.  And then we went to the show once in awhile.  That is on Rice street I 
guess they called it Bluebird.  The Bluebird Theatre.  And then I did some and then we 
played cards.  A lot more family visiting at that time right once or twice a week you would 
visit family and often play cards.  And then I did a lot of crocheting and knitting and 
embroidery work and craft work.   

Q: How many brothers and sisters did you have?  

A: I had let's see one brother and then one, two, three sisters.  Right yea three sisters.  
One two Three.   

Q: And you were the oldest?   

A: No I had an older sister.  She was born in 1905.  She is 93 now and she is living in the 
Roseville nursing home.  In the white house right there on B and Dale.   
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Q: Okay then when did you get married?   

A: In 1921.   

Q: You met your husband skating at Como Park.   

A: At Lake Como yea.   

Q: You got married in 1931 and then where did you move to?  

A: Then we moved to Snelling and County Rd B.  Built a house there.  That was on the 
next to the homestead.  Yea, next to the homestead.  Where my husband lived.  It was on 
the northwest corner of B and Snelling is where the old Pannekocken and now there is a and 
an office building on our side and Sports.  That was about a 10-acre track that the family and 
I was also there.  We also gardened.  You did a lot of that work.  My husband he worked 
besides that he worked at the University and then he was part time janitor at the Brimhall 
school also then.  That went back to about 1925 and so then he worked at the horticulture 
department and also inspected seed for the Minnesota Crop Improvement Association, 
worked at ??? and so then he became part time janitor at the Brimhall school sometime later.  
I don't remember what date that was.  He attended the old Brimhall which was there it was 
an old one room school.  Yea, he went there and he graduated from that school.  And then 
they built the next stage was 1936 because I remember the Firestone date that year.  That 
was a two-room school and they converted it into a 4-room school.  That is where I 
attended school for the first 6 years of my life.  It was right next door to my house so I could 
go home for lunch everyday.  Then talking about expanding that and bought some of our 
land but they never did expand they built a whole new school on Cty Rd B near Fairview.  
On the other side of the street.  Right across the street.  That was an area that was kinda hilly 
and I remember we use to slide there in the winter and go ski but now it is so level you 
would never know that.  And then dad became a full time janitor there before that though 
they had school where even at St. Michael's.  St. Michael's and Gib's school.  Okay Gib 
School was a one-room school around Larpenteur and Cleveland.  Cleveland yea.  And he 
worked there to so then he started 1964 July 1, 1964, so then but you had the homeplace.   

Q: You never worked outside the home theoretically but you did work in health data at 
the school.   

A: Yea, right.   

Q: You also had a big garden and farm animals.  What kind of farm animals did we 
have?   

A: We had cows, chickens, ducks, and pigs, and geese, and I had rabbits, and we had a 
horse.  I kinda remember that too.   

Q: The rabbits were they for eating?   

A: No it was a 4-H project, I was active in 4-H.  I was one of the National Garden 
Champions one year I got a scholarship that took care of my first year of college actually.   

Q: But most farm animals end up on the table someway.   

A: Right, we butchered a lot of chickens, and ducks.  We had a goose you know because 
I know one of the boys whenever it was time to go out of the house the goose would go 
after him.  He had a stick in front of the door and whenever he would go out that goose 
would always chase him.  I think it was Lesley and he would always grab him behind in his 
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coat and he was so scared to go out and I had a stick by the door when he went out he 
would use that stick because the goose would go after him.  Just after him no one else.  
Didn't the goose go after you one time go between your legs and you were scared.   

Q: And then he ended up on the table then.   

A: Not to long after that.  I believe he did yea.  You separated the cream off of the we 
sold some of the cream and you made butter, made butter, made ice cream once in a while 
and butter too in one of those butter churns.   

Q: You didn't have refrigeration in your house?  We had a refrigerator an ice box with 
water in it and then when you had to take it out why it would run over.  You always had a 
big garden and raised your own vegetables often had a surplus of vegetables.   

Q: How did we get rid of those?   

A: A vegetable stand, down by the road in which you built.  Well first we just put a little 
table down and that gradually grew.  Then when I was in about was in about 7th or 8th 
grade I built a 5 x 5 vegetable stand out of orange crates and put that down there for awhile.  
The business expanded and then I used a stand out of lumber for about $50 and had an 
electric cord running up to the house with a doorbell on it so I didn't have to stay down 
there.  So when customers came I would run down there and I would often run to the 
garden and get fresh beets or carrots and onions we had a lot of tomatoes and corn, corn 
and tomatoes yea.  Beans were like 15 cents a pound and corn started out maybe 50 or 75 
cents a dozen we were selling them 20 cents a dozen and tomatoes were 15 – 20 cents a 
pound but yet it was good way to get rid of surplus vegetables.  You also had hot beds there 
and sold plants in the spring and raised our own tomatoes.  I had cabbage, peppers, and 
rabbits get some extra money.  We didn't get allowance so this was always an opportunity to 
make some money by raising rabbits or selling plants or selling vegetables.  I sometimes 
helped out at the school emptying waste baskets and I would get a $1 a week for that and 
filling towels in dispensers in lavatories and that type of thing.   

Q: Your husband, Otto died in what year?   

A: 1973.  You sold the homeplace in 1973 well moved out of there in August 20th and 
then we sold it.  Moved just into St. Paul on Albert and Hoyt between Hoyt and Nebraska.  
Almost 25 years, yea, it will be 26 in August yea.   

Q: You are still active in church activities and senior card clubs still play cards a lot.  As I 
recall you win at cards quite a bit.  Come home with the first prize often.  As far as your 
family there are a few of us.  Two brothers and then me.  How many grandchildren?   

A: I have 8 grandchildren and 11 great-grandchild and 1 great-great- grandchild.  Wow.   

Q: You still live in your own home.  Anything else?  Let's talk a little bit about the medial 
care.   

A: I had three sons too.  I should mention that.  My brother Richard who is 5 years older 
than me and my brother Lesley who is 5 years younger than me.  They are five years apart.   

Q: When you were born there were no doctors in the area I would imagine?  

A: No.  

Q: So when you say you were born at home?   
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A: Yes I was born at home and there was a mid-wife there.   

Q: Where did she live in the neighborhood?   

A: Yea. She lived in the neighborhood she lives in Roseville too.  She lives in one of 
those ??? houses.   

Q: Do you remember her name?    

A: Housnaggel, Mrs. Housnaggel.   

Q: How long was she active as a mid-wife?   

A: Gee, I don't even remember how long, I wonder if, I don't know if she was for other 
ones but she was for my mother I guess they were first cousins or something.   

Q: She delivered all of your siblings?   

A: Yea.  Two children of her family died as child, one scarlet fever, yea, one had scarlet 
fever I guess she was about 6 years old and one died as a baby.   

Q: What kind of doctors were available to take care of you?   

A: We had Dr. Buck.  He lived on Hamline Ave but he his office down on University 
upstairs above a drug store.   

Q: So how did you did he come to your house or did you have to go?   

A: Well I had to go down went down to the house or the office I guess they went.   

Q: But you didn't go often.   

A: No we didn't go that often.   

Q: What about I know kids like Don's age would have had immunizations at school 
where they had such things like that the school nurse came did you have any kind of medial 
people come to the school?   

A: No.  A school nurse, uh uh we didn't have anything like that coming to school.   

Q: No red cross people?   

A: No uh no.   

Q: How many in your class?   

A: Gee, I don't even remember how many were in my class.   

Q: When Don was born then there would have been well let me start over again, your 
mom gave birth to you and your siblings at home and probably was up and around how long 
did it take before she was back to work?   

A: Well it didn't take too longer.  No longer than it takes now I don't think.   

Q: A day or two?   

A: Yea.   

Q: Up and around.  

A: oh yea.   

Q: And then when Don and his brothers were born.   
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A: The first one I was in the hospital about 10 days I guess.  They kept me there longer.  
Not that I had to stay for any reason but then the other ones I didn't have to stay that long.   

Q: Where was I born at?   

A: You were born at Midway.   

Q: Bethesda?   

A: Richard I guess, the first one, was born in Bethesda.  I think you were born, I thought 
I was born at Bethesda myself.  Well maybe you were there was one born there and the 
other two was in Midway.   

Q: How much did it cost to have baby?   

A: Gosh, I don't think it was much at that time really.  I don't even remember.  There is 
a lot of things I can't remember.  No I don't remember how much it cost.   

Q: Most of the hospital bills for one day stays were a lot cheaper than they are now.   

A: Oh gosh yes,  I think it was so much for the case or something like that I guess you 
didn't pay by the day it was so much for the case.  But now they charge by the hour and by 
the day.   

Q: For social kinds of activities you said you played cards, skating in the winter, and then 
crocheting and embroidery work and craft work.  How long did you go with your husband 
before you married him?   

A: Not to long, maybe a year or so.  Probably a year I guess it was.   

Q: What was a date like?   

A: A day like?   

Q: No a date when you went out when you were courting.   

A: We went to shows and then after the show we would go to the drug store and have 
an ice cream.   

Q: Did he have a car?   

A: Yea, we he had a car.   

Q: Makes is a little easier.  Did you dance?   

A: No. I didn't care for dancing.   

Q: You didn't care for dancing.  When the kids got to school, how was the PTA, what 
did the PTA do?   

A: They had a meeting once a month and brought up the things to do in the meeting.   

Q: Did they have programs?  Speakers.   

A: Speakers?  I don't think they had any speakers there.  They didn't have too much just 
their regular meeting that was it.   

Q: The reason I ask is that the people that have talked about Lexington school talked 
about programs that the PTA had put on and I wondered if Brimhall had the same kind of 
things that Lexington did.  Let's see we have talked about social we talked about 
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grandchildren a little bit.  Let's talk about what it looked like along your area because it was 
that is such a commercial corner now there is so much business on that corner.  So on the 
northwest corner where you lived there was your farm and there was the school.   

A: The school was west of us.   

Q: What else was on that corner?   

A: On the east side of us no on the west corner there was Simon's big house there on the 
hill. Gary Simons the one that owned the lumber yard .  He had a big barn that I believe was 
a stable and we got a lot of horses.  A big pasture there and then beyond that to the east to 
the west was the Swanson farm. Oh yea. As far as Fairview.   

Q: What kind of farm was that?   

A: I think it was a large grain farm type.  A lot of corn.  Then on the other side of the 
Cty Rd B on the south side of County Rd B but west of Snelling what was there.  West of 
Snelling would be homes Giesman.  Giesman's use to have a restaurant there a chicken 
restaurant and on the corner it was a filling station Carlson's had a filling station there on the 
corner that was before Snelling was widened.  At that time Snelling was just a two lane road 
which was the west service drive then I remember in the 40's they widened Snelling into 4 
lanes and that filling station then which was Carlson's was down on the corner actually 
where McDonald's is now.  But on the corner Boat Works was the old Gopher Bar ??? Boat 
Works but right across the street from us were a number of homes right Giesman family 
(people's names that I could not understand) Dr. Dee's.  Then beyond that was on Snelling 
was a little roadside stand that the Herman's had.  I remember we use to go down there for 
nickel ice cream cones which then became the Roadside Drive-In and then became some of 
the fast food places that are there now.  There was also a fish house down where the music 
store is a couple blocks south of Cty Rd B.  Mostly all fast food places today.   

Q: Across Snelling on the other side but still on the south side where Har Mar is now, 
what was there when you moved out there as a bride?   

A: HarMar is there it use to have a corn field there.  We use to raise corn on that field 
there.  Then it became Harkin's golf driving range.  When they first built that little Snelling 
hub center where Twin City Federal is that was a National Food store at that time.  That was 
one of the first jobs outside of the home and I was bus or a carry out boy and a produce 
assistant bag boy and then they built HarMar and joined onto that so that explains a part of 
how HarMar was designed there.  That took up the entire southeast corner of Snelling and 
Cty Rd B.  And then the northeast corner of Snelling would be what did that have on it?  
That was the horse pasture.  Zimmerman's.  Where Target is that was a little building on the 
hill there and they had horses up there barn a little house up there on the hill.   

Q: What kind of a was that a riding stable is that what it was?   

A: I don't know they just kept the horses there and they didn't do any riding there.  They 
just kept the hoses there.  It was a boarding place.  I sort of wondered what.  A little farther 
east on Hamline was another truck farm.  My dad's brother Erwin Zibell had property 
between Burke and Eldridge on Hamline and their homestead is still standing right on the 
corner of Burke and Hamline because my cousin Ruth and Herb Capt still live next door 
also.   

Q: Hwy 36 –  
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A: Pardon –  

Q: Hwy 36 came to in about the time well just after you were married wasn't it?   

A: Yea must have been.  It was a two-lane road at that time wasn't it.  I can remember 
when it was widened right after the war or during the war.   

Q: Where did you go for groceries?   

A: Where did we go, where did we go for groceries?   

Q: Before National Tea came in.   

A: The good old neighborhood grocery stores.  Where did we go, I can't remember?  
There was one down on Como and Snelling where Claires is.  Yea, but we didn't.  Then on 
Larpenteur and Snelling there was National Tea wasn't there one of you boys were carrying 
out groceries there.  I think my brother worked there.  On Snelling and Larpenteur there was 
a tea store there.  He used to carry out.  On the south side there was an Applebaum's.  Okay 
maybe that is where we went.  But National Tea was on the north side.  That's where we 
went I couldn't remember where we went.   

Q: For milk you raised your own milk because you had a cow.   

A: Yea. Then when we got rid of the cow we got milk delivered.  Amends delivered the 
milk with a horse and then later they got a truck but first they delivered with a Jo Hammond 
they use to have a dairy farm out there on what was it Cleveland or somewhere's out there.  
Somewhere by Cleveland and Cty Rd C.  Yea.  They had a dairy farm.  They delivered milk 
and that is where we got our milk from after we got rid of our cow.  On the north side of 
our property we had a radio tower WTCN.  Storm blew that down.   

Q: What storm was that?   

A: That was some storm, I don't remember what year that was but it took the tower 
down.  Now they have some apartment building.  Across Hwy 36 north of our property it 
was all wide-open fields where Rosedale is right there was some families there.  They had a 
show house up there to a open show house up there to.  Rose Drive-In Theatre was up 
farther.  But on the Rosedale property I can remember it was a site of many model airplane 
shows or practices on Sunday afternoon people would bring their model airplanes and fly 
them there.  Little gas powered ones.  Right.   

Q: Is there anything else that we should talk about - Oh laundry, you must have had to 
do laundry when you were.   

A: Yea, we had the old fashioned wash machines.  We had a ringer and we had to ring it 
ring our clothes out.  We boiled our clothes at that time.  Yea, we had a big wash boiler and 
we use to boiler them but now we don't boil our clothes no more.   

Q: Why did you boil them?   

A: That was just the idea at that time, we boiled our clothes.  Hung them out to dry.  We 
didn't have a dryer or anything like that we hung them all outside.   

Q: Even in the winter?   

A: Yea, we could hang them in the basement if we had to some of the times but if it was 
nice in the winter we would hang them outside to.  And they would freeze.  Fresh smell.  
Bring them in they were stiff.   
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Q: As far as food preparation you did a lot of canning.   

A: Yea.  We did a lot of canning.   

Q: What types of –  

A: tomatoes, carrots, beets, and all that peaches, we had a couple cases of peaches and all 
that canned a lot of things but now I don't can anything.  You didn't have a freezer at that 
time.  

Q: What kind of process did you use for canning?   

A: We just had a double boiler.  You had a root cellar to keep things cold you can keep 
potatoes and onions cold all winter.   

Q: Is there anything else that we need to talk about here?  Any other things that you 
brought pictures of?   

A: We did bring pictures.   

Q: I mean is there anything that we need to talk about and then we will tape the pictures.  
Any other discussion we need to have?   

A: Well we mentioned her father who lived to be 108 and he died in 1987 in a nursing 
home.  I think you were 80 when he died.   

Q: That is really something.  Okay then why don't we we'll keep talking and come and 
get the pictures and I will open the monitor here so that you can see them on the screen.  
Then we will just talk bout them and you can tell us what they are as we put them on.  She 
will come out and get them.  I think she will come out and get them.  

(background talking) 

Q: Do you want me to take all of them?   

A: Well I don't know there are quite a few pages there just family pictures there.  This 
book was put together for my mother on her 90th birthday by the family.   

Q: Can you see the screen?   

A: Yep.  

Q:  I can move out of the way if I am bothering you. I can't always tell, I kind of forget 
its there so I don't always know where I'm at.  

You have two l's in your name don't you.  I need to ask you to sign a release to give the 
City permission copyright stuff to use the tape.  (talking) 
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