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Q: Today is the 31st of March 1998 and we are speaking with Della Madison. This is 
CTV Cable Station 15. Della, if you would like to start off by telling us how you came to 
Roseville and when you came, that is a good place to start.   

A: We use to live ??? and Idaho just right in town. A couple of blocks from Larpenteur 
and we decided then to move into Rosetown at that time.  

Q: What year was that?  

A: That was in 1937. We moved out there and the only schools we had I had two boys at 
that time and the oldest one was ready to go to kindergarten so Lexington school was the 
only school out there. We put him in there and we didn’t have any churches around. One 
store on Larpentuer and Lexington was a little dairy store and then we had Harvey’s filling 
station on Cty Rd B and Lexington. Then up on Snelling we had a couple more things but 
we didn’t have. We had to in town to get our groceries. There wasn’t too much out there. 
We didn’t have no bus transportation. We had to go to Como station to get a bus or a street 
car.  

Q: Where was Como Station?  

A: That was down on Como across from the golf course. We had to go quite a bit there. 
We had mostly great little houses in our neighborhood. We had a truck garden across the 
street from us and then down a little further was another truck garden. Then across 
Lexington and ??? was a big farm. We called it the “Man’s Farm”. They had grain and corn 
and we were all able to have like poultry. We had chickens and geese. We had a couple of 
pigs. It was just like a small community. We would help each other out. If there was death in 
the family or something or a baby born, we were always, somebody was always there to help. 
That was wonderful. All of a sudden, it just seemed like overnight, everything opened up.  

Q: What caused that?  

A: I don’t know. We were in Rosetown, I don’t know how Roseville came in there and it 
was just people sold their property. Before that we helped each other out. Weave, and the  

4-H, I had two boys were in 4-H program, the girls were in the girl scouts. We only had 
Lexington school at that time and then a couple of years about 3 or 4 years later St. Rose 
stated. Our church was in the little village hall on the corner of Cty Rd B and Hamline. That 
is where we started our church and then they built the school. St. Rose built a school and so 
then our boys were able to Earl went to first grade and Donna went up to the second. ??? 
just kept right on growing.  

Q: About what year did St. Rose build it’s school?  
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A: Let’s see, I am trying to figure it out. These days it’s hard for to figure out. It was 
about, I think it was, I just can’t think of what the date would be.  

Q: The area where you were living on Schryer right, you lived on Schryer, that area was 
more truck gardens than actual farms.  

A: It was. We had Swicks was off of Roselawn and then ??? was off of Schryer or off of 
yea, Schryer and Chatsworth.  

Q: So the animals in your area were more by people individual people for their own use 
rather than the dairy business or the pig business.  

A: It is really hard to picture it. People can’t believe that we didn’t have any 
transportation out there. Nothing, we had to walk or we had to have a car. We had to go 
way in town to go to the grocery store and whatchcallit to church we had to St. Andrews 
because there was no churches around.  

Q: St. Andrews wasn’t that close either.  

A: No, we had to have a car to get around. It was really kind of rough but our neighbors 
you know being who they are I use to go over and help Janette sometimes when she was out 
in the garden. I just couldn’t see her I had to go out there and help here you know start 
picking pickles and tomatoes. My boys worked in the truck garden as they got up. They got 
10 cents an hour.  

Q: Ten cents an hour?  

A: Ten cents an hour. My other son, Earl, he worked over on Pothens over on 
Lexington and he got 15 cents an hour. He tells us that now. We had a big garden too.  

Q: What did you husband do?  

A: He worked for Glidden Bank. His folks were then with us too because he wasn’t 
working and he had ??? and then he got Angora rabbits that he would raise and then they 
would sell the fur. It was really.  

Q: Angora rabbits. You sell the fur. You butcher them first and then?  

A: No, he would pluck the fur out of them. That is the way they do it.  

Q: They pluck it. I have never had rabbits.  

A: Have you ever eaten a rabbit?  

Q: No, what does it taste like? How do you fix it?  

A: Just like, what we did is cook one that wasn’t frozen and we didn’t do that well so we 
just started to freeze one and see what that would do and that was a lot better. I don’t know 
why.  

Q: How do you fix a rabbit?  

A: Just like a chicken. Whichever way you want. I would make hotdishes out of them. 
Rabbit is really good. Better meat than I think chicken would be. No, we had a couple of 
pigs, and a couple geese. Later as the years went by, then of course we had a couple more 
children. We had six all together so now I only have 5 left.  
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Q: Tell me a little bit about the medical care? You said that when there was a baby born 
or a funeral everybody pitched in. Where was the nearest doctor?  

A: We had one doctor, Dr. Ryan. He was in town. That was the only doctor that you 
had. You would have to go into town to get a doctor because there was nothing in 
Rosetown. There was nothing.  

Q: Where was his office?  

A: It was down on Prior off of University. We had to go all the way there.  

Q: So when one of your children got sick you would have to take them.  

A: We would have to take them over there. Call him up.  

Q: What did a doctor’s visit cost? How much did it cost to take a kid to the doctor? How 
about when your kids were born, how much did it cost to have a baby? 

A: At that time we went to the old Ramsey hospital and it didn’t cost you much then. I 
think it was only $10 or $15.  

Q: How long did you stay in the hospital?  

A: Ten days. By the time you got up out of bed you didn’t even know how to walk. They 
just left you right there. It was so hard then. We wanted to move out further for the kids 
sake you know because we had wonderful neighbors. We helped each other. I tell you we 
had  

4-H out there and girl scouts.  

Q: I know the 4-H, girl scouts, and the boy scouts met at the Lexington school. So you 
kids went a couple of years to Lexington school and then they went to St. Rose. How did the 
4-H work?  

A: We called her Ma Bidberry. She lived over on Burk at that time. She lived over there 
so she would get to have little meetings at the school. The two boys they had to go, if they 
wanted to go to summer camp or anything they had to go out by White Bear. They had a 
summer camp there. One of the boys we were laughing about this because we raised white 
leghorn chickens and he wanted to show the chickens and his grandpa told him how he had 
a blue ??? and he put a little too much bluing in the water so then he felt so bad about that 
but then they washed them over again and they turned out just beautiful. The oldest boy, 
Burk, baked some bread at that time too and the other one, my other boy, Earl, he did 
leather work.  

Q: He did what?  

A: Leather work.  

Q: Oh leather work.  

A: Like purses and stuff like that. We had wonderful boys in our neighborhood.  

Q: Who were some of the other kids in the neighborhood?  

A: We had there were six boys all together you know that got together would be paling 
around. As the years went along they knew that they or thought that they would be called 
into the service so they all decided to join up early.  
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Q: Did they get to serve together in the service?  

A: Nope, each one was different. Donald was in the Navy and Earl was in the airforce or 
the army.  

Q: Joining together didn’t mean that you got to serve together.  

A: No. Even their dad got called as far as Fort Snelling.  

Q: Really?  

A: That was when WWII came in. Everything was rationed. Sugar and meat and coffee. 
The older people they couldn’t realize why they couldn’t have more coffee you know 
because they were use to having coffee all the time to drink. It was really hard for them to 
realize what was going on in later years.  

Q: That must have been hard when you had to go into town for groceries. But you still 
rationed with gasoline.  

A: I can’t remember exactly what year it was when they started building over there on 
Lexington and Larpenteur on the east side. They started building all these stores and ??? he 
had a meat market there. We had to get our meat from over there from being a ration. We 
would have to call him up and order the meat that we wanted and then he would have to 
get. It seems like all of a sudden everything came and it went boom.  

Q: Probably because of the war and the young guys coming back from the wars and 
their families.  

A: It was because we had a bunch of us neighbors got together and we were sewing for 
the Redcross for layettes and that so we would get together.  

Q: What kind of social activities did parents have during the war when the kids were all 
gone. Your kids were gone, what did you do for social events?  

A: There was always something. We had a little townhall and they would have dances 
over there and we would always go or otherwise we would go out to Hugo to the trailers and 
that. There was always something to do especially I kept on with Lexington school even 
after the boys went to St. Rose.  

Q: What did you do at Lexington school?  

A: We got together and thought that the kids should have a hot lunch. We just started 
canning and that and we just went up there and Ms. Hanson was the principal up there and 
we talked to the PT and everything and said, “What do you think about if we start hot 
lunches and a little bit of something for the kids to eat because you know otherwise they had 
to have cold lunches?” We started it that way. I am trying to figure it was quite a while ago 
you know how we got started with the Ramsey County hot lunches. We got 50 cents an 
hour.  

Q: 50 cents an hour to do the cooking.  

A: And we had to bake 7 rolls of bread everyday and if we had a snowstorm coming in 
well then Ms. Hanson would tell us “don’t start the bread until I tell you because maybe we 
won’t be able to finish it. There won’t be any school now.” So then she would have us take it 
to the kids home. At that time we only had Burk and Parker and Schryer on that side that 
was open. She said you are elected to take the kids home. We didn’t have to worry about the 
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cars and all that because there wasn’t that much transportation at that time. We would go 
and when I had gotten home I had just started some little baby chicks when we got that cold 
weather so I had to just about sleep with them to keep the lights going.  

Q: What were some of the hot lunches that you fixed? You fixed bread but what other 
kinds of food?  

A: It was a corn pudding. The kids just loved it. I can’t remember how we did it but we 
had that. I don’t know what all the other stuff was because later on in years I did finally end 
up going and cooking in the school. It’s the dates is what gets me.  

Q: The dates. I know the PTA you said that the PTA started the hot lunch program but 
it must have been a pretty big project because the school had probably 60 50 or 60 kids?  

A: There wasn’t too many kids in the school.  

Q: But that is still a lot of kids to cook for. Seven rolls of bread, that is a lot of bread. 
How many parents were involved in this project?  

A: I was trying to think I think there was 5 of us.  Different families and we would take 
our turn.  

Q: So you came in certain days.  

A: Yea, just came in certain days. We would do the canning in the summertime and you 
know just keep it for that you know for the hot lunches. That only lasted I think only a year 
or two that we did that and then they came in with ???.  

Q: That was a nice service for the kids.  

A: Kids just loved it. The boys did the dishes.  

Q: The boys did the dishes.  

A: Yea, the boys did the dishes.  

Q: How did that work? I am curious how that worked.  

A: That worked out just fine because see we didn’t have the dishwashers like they do 
now.  

Q: And all the dishes had to be washed.  

A: Yea, they had to all be washed and there was 3 different waters that we had to use.  

Q: Three different waters.  

A: Of course when they came with the dishwasher then they had to come in hot water. 
Then they got the dishwashers in there so that was a lot more sanitary.  

Q: Tell me a little bit about the classes at St. Rose. How did they compare with the 
classes at Lexington in terms of size? I am sure it was nuns who were teaching at St. Rose.  

A: We thought that St. Rose was a lot better. But now we have the best schools in 
Roseville.  

Q: Did the kids at Lexington school we have been talking to people I know they said 
that they had to take state boards in order to graduate, did the kids have to take state boards 
at St. Rose too to get out?  
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A: I think they did.  

Q: It would make sense that they would have to do that. Where did your children go to 
high school?  

A: Donald went to Washington and Earl went to Mechanics because we didn’t have high 
schools in the area. Our oldest daughter Mary Ann, she went to St. Agnes for one year and 
then she went, I still call it Alexander Ramsey. That is where the other two girls went.  

Q: Why did they chose the different high schools?  

A: Donald he had a buddy that they would get a ride up there from his father because he 
was working for the Northern State and so that is why Donald and Conrad went there. Earl 
wanted to go to Mechanics because he was going to up into other fields so that is how he 
took Mechanics.  

Q: What field did Earl go into?  

A: Earl is, can I mention a company?  

Q: Sure.  

A: He now works for McGough Construction.  

Q: McGough Construction. A good old Roseville family. How long has he worked for 
them?  

A: Long time. He has been working for them since he after he got out of high school. 
He is went and worked.  

Q: Can you tell us a little bit about McGough Construction? The buildings and how did 
they start?  

A: I don’t know how they started but I know they built more of a big construction.  

Q: Business opposed to resident.  

A: Yea, businesses and churches.  

Q: Let’s talk a little bit about your average day at home as a housewife as a young mother 
and a housewife.  

A: Well, let’s see we had a garden to take care of. We had pigs, geese, and all that so we 
had to take care of them. If a storm came out we had to protect them somehow so we had 
to watch and see that you know. We had snowstorms so we had to see that they were not in 
the storm too much. We had a little shed that we put them in.  

Q: The Armistice Day blizzard in 1941 how did that?  

A: Is that the one on Lexington right across from what is now Northstar Bank, we had a 
snow storm. A real snowstorm. I was at Lexington school at the time and we seen it coming 
up and so that is how we went home. Up there some cars got stuck on Garden and 
Lexington. The snow falls when the storm was all over with, we just had an instant ??? so 
that they didn’t hit the cars because the cars were all piled up there from the snow. My 
husband, we had to run all the milk so he had to walk all the way up there to pick up some 
milk because you didn’t dare take the car out. Of course, there wasn’t very many cars.  
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Q: Lexington at that time was Hwy 10 also. It was a busy, relatively busy street. What 
about laundry day?  

A: Laundry day, we hung outside mostly because we didn’t have the facilities to dry. We 
would have to hang it up in the basement because they didn’t have the dryers then.  

Q: What kind of equipment did you have to do laundry with?  

A: We had a washing machine with a ringer and that is about it. Of course later on we 
got the dryers.  

Q: Did you have hot water in your house?  

A: No, the only time we had hot water is when we had the furnace going. We use to 
have a big boiler on the stove because that is the way they would boil clothes.  

Q: Why did you boil clothes?  

A: I don’t know. That was the year I guess that they thought the clothes got whiter.  

Q: Where did you get the water from to heat? Did you have running water?  

A: No we didn’t have no running water, no sewers. We had a pump and just the one 
stool in our house. We had the outhouse. So we didn’t have any facilities like they do now.  

Q: So to do laundry you would have haul water in.  

A: If we wanted hot water you know we would have to heat that up on the stove.  

Q: Which would take a long time I would think.  

A: Yea, it did.  

Q: After the clothes were dry outside, then you would have iron them.  

A: Yes, we would have to iron most of the stuff. Of course the sheets and bath towels 
we didn’t. Everything else, the kids clothes and all that, that had to be all ironed. Of course 
when they got into St. Rose, the boys and that had uniforms and the girls had uniforms.  

Q: Those were washable too?  

A: Yep.  

Q: What did the uniforms look like?  

A: I will try to think, I am trying to think if that was a plain green. It has been so long 
since I had to make them. I had to make three sets of uniforms for the girls.  

Q: You didn’t buy them, you made them?  

A: No, I made them. I went over to the one neighbors there and she said she had two 
girls going there. She says, “come on over, I got the sewing machine, come on over and we 
will make uniforms.” So that is how we made the uniforms and I think at that time if I 
remember right I think they were green. Now they have the checked uniforms instead.  

Q: Where did you get the boys uniforms? They had to have uniforms too didn’t they?  

A: We had to buy the pants. You had a certain color pants and then you bought the 
shirt.  

Q: What about the other clothes that the kids had. Where did you get those?  
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A: Well, we had different stores around. Mostly from Wards and Sears. They didn’t have 
the stores like we got now. It was just mostly Montgomery Wards and Sears and the general 
stores.  

Q: For social activities, what did the kids do when they started to get to be teenagers and 
going out on dates?  

A: They could pretty well, there were six boys like I said in our neighborhood and they 
were always, mostly together doing something. They were always watching out for Grandpa 
Zuettel. Two of the boys worked there so that is why. They thought he was something else.  

Q: When you say they were watching out for him?  

A: It seemed like their were some kids in town that would come in and they would tease 
him.  

Q: Because he couldn’t speak good English?  

A: Yea, he didn’t speak good English, but Grandpa and I got along real good.  

Q: What was he like? What was Grandpa Zuettel like?  

A: I can’t explain. Cause I always got along real good to him. It was hard for him as he 
got along in years that he couldn’t do things that he use to do. It was really hard for him to 
realize it. I think just like the rest of us, it’s hard for us to realize that we can’t do the things 
that we use to do.  

Q: Everyone feels that way I think.  

A: There seemed like there was always activity. Some kind we always would get together 
the neighborhood doing things for each other. So there was always something to do.  

Q: What kind of activities took place at St. Rose?  

A: For the kids?  

Q: Yea.  

A: They had baseball and they had just about every activity that they could.  

Q: That’s nice.  

A: My oldest son, Donald, and Conrad would the sister’s had the ??? across the street 
from the screen and in the winter time they wanted a skating rink. I was wondering why 
Donald didn’t come home from supper so I thought well, where are the kids at now. Here 
they were over there making up a pond or a skating rink for the sisters. The sisters then 
couldn’t come to the houses. They could come on the street you know but they could never 
come into our house.  

Q: Why?  

A: I don’t know why that was their religion that they couldn’t. It was too bad because 
they did such wonderful work.  

Q: So but they got to go skating?  

A: Yea, they got the skating. I said, “where were you guys at?” he said, “we had to fix up 
the skating rink for the sisters.” When I think back to what we did with what little bit we 
had, it is just fantastic now to think of what we got. Seems like we got so much now that we 
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didn’t have in them days because you had to have a car out there. We didn’t have no 
transportation until finally we did have bus transportation from ???. He had a little bus. He 
would take us into town. We thought that was great. Because see, my mother-in-law and I 
both worked for the YM downtown for catering until we could get the bus and get as far as 
Lexington and Larpentuer or Lexington and Hoyt and then otherwise we had to walk home.  

Q: From Lexington and Hoyt? That is about a mile.  

A: Generally, we would call home and tell them what bus we are taking and they would 
meet us at Lexington and Hoyt then.  

Q: Want to tell us a little bit about Como Park and what Como Park was like when you 
moved out there?  

A: Como Park that is a nice little. They had a zoo out there and everything. That was 
really nice because you could take the bus close to there. The had the singing by the lake that 
was really beautiful. They would have the band every summer and all the animals. It was 
really something to think of what we could do then. We did a lot of walking I know.  

Q: The WPA did a lot of building around the area. Can you describe some of the 
projects that the WPA worked on?  

A: I don’t know too much around for us what we had but they did finally have a park on 
Lexington and Cty Rd C. They had a park there. When we had the tornado, we went and 
worked there. All the trees were, we were just lucky, finally they decided to put new trees in. 
We got everybody together. We had the seniors and the kids and everybody together to go 
over and plant trees. At that time I belonged to the VFW. We even got them guys in there. 
The day of the tornado, I had to go on a call from Marie Grants. She said, “We have to go 
and cook and make sandwiches for the workers.” So we are going to come and pick you up. 
So her and Al came and picked me up and we had to go way around close to Rosedale to get 
back to the VFW on Woodhill and Lexington. It was really.  

Q: What year was that tornado? It was in the 70’s I think? 81.  

A: That was about 17 years ago. That was really something.  

Q: I remember that.  

A: Earl and his dad was just coming back from the lake and they heard about the storm 
about the tornado and so we didn’t have no lights or nothing. My granddaughter was staying 
with me from Marshal at that time and her boyfriend wanted to go out. I says, “You get 
back in the house because I said there is a tornado.” Of course you know he was from out 
of town. He didn’t know what a tornado was. My granddaughter was working at Target and 
she says, “Grandma, I want to go see the damage.” I said, “No, you can’t go because they 
won’t let you in there.” Well she got as far as Cty Rd B and they told her she had to go back. 
Then her mother called from Marshal and she says, “Where’s my daughter?” I said, “She is 
sitting right here, you want to talk to her?” She was lucky she got through with the storm 
because it was so bad.  

Della Madison - cont. 

Dell 

A: No we worked right there. We made the sandwiches and what not. Lucky if you had 
what we had - a gas stove so we could make coffee for the -- somebody could come in and 
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get it, none of us could go out in the area at all. So that was really something. I said I hope I 
never have to go through that again. Really devasting to see all the destruction that that can 
do.  

Mary: Let’s talk a little bit about sewer and water and when that came into being. Before 
- when you first moved there and built your house. 

Dell 

A: The house was already there.  

Mary: The house was already there. You had a bathroom - you had a stool in the house 
but you also had the outdoor biffy. How did that all work? 

Dell 

A: It was pretty hard. Usually the men went outside and the women used the (laughs) - 
we didn’t have no bathtub - we had to take a bath in a round scrub tub. And finally my 
father-in-law was always - he had rabbits - he would go out to get the clover, you know, and 
he happened to be at the dump or something, and he comes back with this big bathtub - 
metal bathtub. So then we were able to take a bath in there.  

Mary: So you didn’t have any hot water either. 

Dell 

A: No. 

Mary: So how did bath night work? 

Dell 

A: We had to heat all the hot water. Unless - in the winter time, of course, the furnace 
was running, so if the furnace was running we had hot water.  

Mary: Did you share bath water then? 

Dell 

A: Yeah - just two or three of them. 

Mary: The cleanest ones first? 

Dell 

A: Yeah - I tell you it was a community all of its own. I always figured because we got to 
know our neighbors more, and you know helping each other out, it was so true for the Red 
Cross - it was something we were doing for someone else. 

Mary: Why don’t you tell us a little bit at Radman’s store?  

Dell 

A: what? the store 

Mary: Didn’t Radmans have a store on B - oh on Larp 

Dell 

A: No it was Krause - Krauses had a filling station, a little store, there, restaurant. 

Mary: Didn’t Radmans have a stone on Larpenteur and Lexington? 

Rem
em

be
rin

g R
os

ev
ille

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



 

 

Dell 

A: No, let’s see, I was trying to think. The first people that owned that little store - was a 
Phil’s and they sold it to someone else afterwards, and it was sold again, three times.  

Mary: Okay. 

Dell 

A: It was hardship, but we enjoyed every it of it because we could get to know our 
people more, more than now - I don’t even know my next door neighbor that well. 

Mary: People are busy today. 

Dell 

A: Yeah. The only two people I know are across the street. Pete Weber and Dottie - they 
really watch over what I do. And Jeff across the street, too. Wonderful, just wonderful 
neighbors.  

Mary: Is there anything else we need to talk about? 

Dell 

A: I don’t think so. I don’t know any body else. [pause] I guess I was raised on a farm in 
North Dakota and that’s how - we went by - my mother and father would be helping out 
other people and I guess that’s how I got started to do the same thing in our neighborhood. 
Really nice. We had the storms like we did here. One year we had so much rain that our 
potatoe crop - you went to dig them, and they went swiff - we had to throw out all the 
potatoes. Water logged. We had a big batch of potatoes, too, because our boys loved 
potatoes.  

Mary: Is there anything else we need to talk about? 

Dell 

A: I don’t know - what’s going on now - of course I belong to the Roseville VFW - was 
president three times, so I’m going. No the doctor tells me I don’t want to see you sitting 
down, I want to see you going - 

Mary: I don’t think there’s any reason to worry about that - you’re obviously a goer - a 
goer and a doer. 

Dell 

A: I try to be, I try to help. Sometimes it gets kind of -- 

Mary: Sounds like you’re a wonderful neighbor to the other people around there too, 
and I’ll bet they appreciate it. 

Dell 

A: It was wonderful, too. With that Ma Bedbury around I tell you with that 4-H, that was 
really something, you know. But getting transportation was what was so hard, but now we’ve 
got it, so I can take the bus to Har Mar or Rosedale, or take it down to University and 
Snelling. You can get around now. So... 

Mary: Okay. I think we’re done Joan. 
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