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(Started with background talk) 

 

Q: Today is the 31st of March 1998. We are at CTV Channel 15 and we are talking with 
Eunice Petersen. So Eunice why don’t you start us out by telling us when and how you came 
to Roseville.  

A: Well, we were looking for a lot in Roseville and we found one that we thought maybe 
if we could borrow some money we could afford the $500 to pay for it.  

Q: This was what year?  

A: 50 some years ago and we lived in a garage that my husband built for 4 years.  

Q: This is on St. Croix Street?  

A: That’s right. Just north of Midland Golf Course. And before we moved out of there 
we had three children instead of one. My son the third one born helped out. He was in his 
diapers and stuff he helped pound some nails. That was a big help to us. I mixed the mud 
for the basement walls when I was seven months pregnant. Everybody worked out then you 
know.  

Q: So you lived in your garage.  

A: We didn’t want to fancy it up otherwise we wouldn’t move out of it. To get a permit 
to live in the garage was difficult because of the council. Roseville council at that time. One 
man had said, “I know somebody who lived in his basement and he killed his wife.” But 
then a neighbor went with us with my husband one time and pleaded our case.  

Q: This is to the Rosetown board. But you had to have a permit to live in the garage.  

A: Yep. And to build. You know to build anything.  

Q: How much did a permit cost?  

A: I don’t even know if we had to pay money, maybe it was about $10.  

Q: And then you built your house, what was your house like?  

A: Flat roof, well is was a two bedroom at first and then we decided to add another 
bedroom because we had an extra child. Not extra really. It costs us about $15,000 to build 
we, I sold it to my daughter for a lot more and I still lost money on it.  

Q: What did your husband do?  

A: He is a mechanical engineer for 3M.  
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Q: Why did you pick Rosetown township?  

A: Well because he knew some fellas as work that wanted him to live close and they said, 
“I know we can get you a lot in Roseville.” We were living in Minneapolis and comminuting 
at the time. He was comminuting to Alas Chambers – no, no, no – 3M.  

Q: 3M was out on the east side of St. Paul so you had a vehicle you had a car.  

A: Yea, a little coupe that my dad found for us for $20. When it was my turn to drive for 
kindergarten, I took my daughter who was kindergarten and my other daughter who was still 
5 years younger and two other kids in this little coupe to school because we didn’t have 
school buses.  

Q: Where did they go to school?  

A: Lauderdale. It was a good school.  

Q: What was the school like?  

A: Very family oriented. The principal was dearly loved and she knew all the children 
and she knew their families and she followed them through high school. We are forever 
grateful for her. I don’t know if she is still alive or not, Mrs. Sandman, Myrtle Sandman. 
People hear her name and they will recognize her from that area.  

Q: Where was the Lauderdale school?  

A: On Eustis and close to Larpenteur I don’t know what the cross street was.  

Q: How many was this a one-room school?  

A: No, six grades. And then Brimhall was built and my oldest daughter had the choice to 
go to Brimhall or Falcon Heights for sixth grade and she chose Falcon Heights because it 
was near our church and she knew some kids who would be going and I don’t think she was 
ever sorry.  

Q: That is quite a ways from where you were living.  

A: Yea, it didn’t seem like that though.  

Q: How did she get to school?  

A: Bus. By bus, the bus had started then.  

Q: You said your father in law was a building inspector?  

A: I think he was the first building inspector for Roseville.  

Q: And his name was –  

A: Christian P. Petersen.  

Q: What did it entail, what kinds of things did he do with the building inspecting?  

A: Well, you had to have a permit to build and he would go and check and let them 
know what the rules where and then he would go back and check and he really did. The 
checking was very relaxed before that but he would route them up to snuff. He checked – 
the property and if they are building too close to the line or various rules that they have to 
have for electricity and things like that. But he checked all of the electricity and plumbing 
and the whole bit.  
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Q: When you built your house, did you have what kind of plumbing did you have in 
your house?  

A: Across the street backyard. We had more, that was why my husband was building the 
garage. No we lived in the garage while we were building the house. We had more company. 
The men would bring their hammers and saws and the women would bring a casserole and 
the kids couldn’t wait to go out there and go potty. They loved to sit on that little pot. My 
husband would have to carry it across the street to empty it. That probably wouldn’t be 
accepted by a building inspector today.  

Q: If you were all living in a garage, what did you do about baths?  

A: We had a big tub. Bathed the kids in that and then we took a bath in that too. Not 
like we do now. We were not as clean as we are now I don’t think.  

Q: How about hot water?  

A: We had a wash machine on the subline of the house and I would heat the water in the 
house on the stove in the house, carry it out to the wash machine and plug it in and wash 
away.  

Q: The washing machine was a ringer model?  

A: Yea.  

Q: How did you dry the clothes?  

A: My husband put up some lines in our (undecided on what to say) can’t think of the 
words I want.  

Q: Supports –  

A: yea.  

Q: I am not a builder so I am probably just as bad. Where did you go for groceries?  

A: I think there was a National over where the hub is where Har Mar is I think that was 
the first store we shopped at.  

Q: A week’s groceries would cost about?  

A: Oh gees, for the four of us or five of us about $40.  

Q: A week?  

A: Uhuh. My mother thought we were spending a lot of money at that time. We ate 
good.  

Q: What about doctor care?  

A: Minneapolis we had a doctor in Minneapolis because we lived in Minneapolis first 
and we were so close to Minneapolis we just stuck with Minneapolis doctors.  

Q: So you had your car that you could drive over there.  

A: The first time I drove it over there I lost it. I didn’t know where I parked it, I did find 
it eventually.  

Q: Tell us a little bit about the school activities that the kids were involved with. What 
did they do at school besides academics?  
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A: Well my second daughter was one of the most outstanding senior girl her senior year. 
And my son was involved in football, baseball, and hockey he played in all three at Ramsey. 
My older daughter was very shy and she wanted to work and that brought her out of her 
shyness and made her more loveable than ever. Loveable anyway.  

Q: You said that the church you went to was down by Falcon Heights school. That 
would be the –  

A: Falcon Heights United Church of Christ.  

Q: When did that church start?  

A: I don’t know, we joined church one Sunday and my husband was out helping the 
other men collect for a new building. We had our 25th anniversary, must have been about 40 
years ago 35 – 40 years ago. Now they are talking about changing it.  

Q: Changing it?  

A: Well, we need an elevator and things like that. A new building program a new 
remodeling renovation.  

Q: What kind of activities are you involved with now?  

A: Well, this morning I did my volunteer work at the Presbyterian home. I have been 
doing that for about 19 years.  

Q: What do you do?  

A: Well I was in the swimming pool for years. I helped people who have had strokes and 
needed extra exercise and things like that and then I was getting to where I was worn out the 
rest of the day because of the temperature of the water was 92 degrees in there for three 
hours. And so I resigned from that and a friend of mine worked in the beauty shop and she 
said I need you so that’s where I went then. I help in the beauty shop like this morning I said 
I am going to be here you need your hair done she said.  

Q: What other activities do you participate in?  

A: Bridge, I belong to several bridge groups. I use to be in so many things but I just 
don’t have time any more. There isn’t as much as I had before but I always well and I’m in 
Minnesota Suburban Course and that’s volunteer. All the work I do is volunteer work. 
Except for bridge.  

Q: They pay you to play bridge?  

A: Well, I won yesterday.  

Q: The streets out in the area where you built it is a pretty wooded area still?  

A: Yes, and St. Croix Street just ran from County Rd B to 36 and that has been changed 
about 4 different times the 36 entrance I mean you can’t get to Hwy 36 from St. Croix 
Street. You have to go down a service drive and it got busier and busier as time went by. But 
when we moved there it just went down to the end of the street and that was it. They put in 
a cul-de-sac eventually.  

Q: You mean you could get from St. Croix Street out onto Hwy 36?  

A: No. I would thought that would be – the man who at that time a man from the office 
would pick my husband up. He was coming from Minneapolis and he would stop right on 
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the side with the traffic going zoom, zoom, zoom, my husband would quick get in and they 
would go off. He never got hit and I don’t know why.  

Q: Doesn’t sound safe does it?  

A: No.  

Q: We’ve talked a little bit about social type of things, we’ve talked a little bit about 
church, we’ve talked a little bit about school, where did you go shopping for clothing and 
things like that?  

A: Minneapolis to Penny’s mostly. I liked Penny’s clothes for the children. There was a 
big Penny’s store downtown. It was, I don’t even know if it’s there now.  

Q: It isn’t.  

A: No. I use to work at Penny’s at Har Mar part time. After they built there cause I was 
getting bored of doing volunteer work all the time so I got a part time job.  

Q: You sound like a very busy lady.  

A: I am. Busy as I can handle. Lots of things going on.  

Q: Are there any things that you would like to talk about? Changes that you’ve seen in 
Roseville for the better or worse?  

A: Well, its all for the better. I was in the League of the original League of Women 
Voters too until my daughter said, “mom, do you have to be gone every night of the week?” 
and come to find out, I was at meetings every night of the week, not just for the League of 
Women Voters but for girl scouts, I was in girl scouts for 15 years and all those meetings so 
I dropped out of a couple of them.  

Q: Tell us about what the League of Women Voters did, when did it get organized and 
what do they do? Nobody has brought that up.  

A: Well, investigated into the Kennedy’s for office, and gave our approval or not 
approval. At first they didn’t do that they just gave the bear facts of all the parties but later 
on they started to think one was better than the other one. And I just didn’t want to get 
deeply into politics so I resigned from that. That organization I know has also put out some 
information about Roseville the history and so forth.  

Q: It has been very valuable. LWV would have it all in black and white. The community 
well researched.  

A: Uh uh.  

Q: Women like yourself don’t always get a lot of credit for what they do in the 
community affairs.  

A: We are just in the background. They don’t know how hard we are pushing. Behind 
every man there’s a woman.  

Q: Anything else that we should talk about that you would like to talk about?  

A: Well, the school system has increased tremendously and have been very highly 
thought of. For years they were rated very high. When they first were going to build Ramsey, 
University made a study on how many people we would have how many students for 10 

Rem
em

be
rin

g R
os

ev
ille

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



 

 

years, they misjudged by a lot. They had to add on and they were way behind the times then. 
They have been adding on ever since it seems like.  

Q: Shifting around at least.  

A: Yea, one daughter had to go to school at Kellogg. That was really one end from the 
other. Talking about the school system reminds me of the consolidation efforts that took 
place in the vote to consolidate from the rural schools to the Roseville school.   

Q: You were there you were living in the neighborhood.  

A: I was in that neighborhood and I think ??? stayed by itself didn’t it? I am getting 
empty headed. Well they had it made there they had this nice school six grades and a nice 
community small community and they got along very well. They didn’t want to be involved 
in the mass media now I think it is a Chinese school.  

Q: I think so.  

A: I don’t know.  

Q: I wondered what it was like to live there with the discussions going on whether they 
should be part of or not be part of it.  

A: Well, see we lived across the golf course and they looked us, oh, there from across the 
golf course you know. We didn’t want to get in on any discussion but people from the 
Falcon Heights area thought oh there going to school in Lauderdale and felt sorry for us but 
it was a very good school. Good teachers, interested teachers interested in the families of all 
the kids.  

Q: I was interested to here you say that they follow the students all the way through high 
school and cared about them that’s neat.  

A: Yea, it was nice that’s what’s nice about a smaller school. Smaller community.  

Q: Is there any other things that we should talk about that I have not asked you? Oh – 
Central Park. You were going to tell me about Central Park.  

A: Oh ya, come over on the fourth of July.  

Q: Well tell us about your condo.  

A: Well I was ready to move, I have been a widow for 4 years and something told me it 
was time to move. I was looking around and this building was being built and I walked in 
and asked to talk to the manager they didn’t even have a manager yet. It was not finished 
and I asked if there was going to be a swimming pool and a whirlpool and he said yes. I went 
back a week later and they did have a manager and the first unit I walked into I bought 
because it was on the first floor and facing the park and just exactly what I wanted and I 
have been there ever since. And we can see the fireworks from Central Park so easily that 
friends would say can we come over, can we come over. It use to be that I would call and 
invite them you know, I didn’t have to do that the last 10 years cause they would say are you 
having a party? Yep. So we would have up to 55 maybe 45 to 55 people in the front yard. 
And ooh and aah and have a lot of fun. That is kind of neat living from a golf course to the 
Central Park.  

Q: You know how to pick the open space don’t you. Is there anything else we need to 
talk about?  
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A: Not that I can think of. I am losing my memory very quickly I hope I find my way 
home across the street.  

Q: I think your car is out there in the parking lot. I think we are done Joan. 

Pictures 

A: Here is the wedding picture that I brought. I didn’t bring the great big one. A stray 
horse.  
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