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Q: Today is the 31st of March 1998. We are here at CTV which is Channel 15 and this is 
Eileen Miley. So Eileen why don't you get us rolling by talking about when and how you 
came to Rosetown.  

A: Well my mother was born in Lauderdale which is right next door to where we lived. 
We are on the very west end of the village and so she was born there and my dad had an 
aunt living in the area and he came up to see the aunt and he met my mother. They got 
married and they moved down southeast Minneapolis just why they built the home. It is still 
standing and its on Lake Street which is it cuts into Roselawn its on our end its real short it 
just goes from Roselawn over to Midland Hills Golf Course but to start with my dad had to 
put the driveway in there. He had to rent a team of horses and it was up over a hill so they 
had to cut down the hill to get into there and you couldn't imagine that they could survey it 
and get the house right exactly the right place without getting into the road.  

Q: What year was this?  

A: That was back in 1920. Actually they were married in 1917 and they lived down there 
until 19 so it was right after 1919 that they started building the house. It was our pasture out 
front. Lake Street was our pasture. We had it all fenced in and my dad had some cows and 
he worked at the University he was a stationary electrical engineer on the main campus and 
so he did this farming after work. So we had this really steep cut from Roselawn up to our 
home and eventually they cut it down a little bit more he had to pay for all of this. We didn't 
have electricity we had to pay for the poles to come in because they wouldn't put them in 
anymore. If you wanted electricity you paid for your own poles so I was perhaps 6 years old 
before we got electricity. And then we lived there ever since. I was born there but my sister 
was born while they lived down southeast so she is not born in Rosetownship and we just 
had we had what was known as a farm. During the war you had to have a certain amount of 
produce and acreage in order to get gas to buy feed we use to go out to Rickter's and get our 
feed and so we had cows and chickens and one horse and sheep and pigs. It was very nice 
except that we had to go down southeast to school and it was a long walk up from the inner 
campus bus line but my sister did it at 7 and I did it at 6 so I guess it didn't hurt us any. We 
had this low spot out in front of our house on the other side of what is now Lake Street and 
it filled in with water back in the 40's and it was just like a whole lake going across there 
now. It just washed out everything. It washed out our buildings on our side and then it filled 
in on that side. Since then the golf links has put in control banks so that they won't get 
flooded out any more so it doesn't hold that much water any more but we still own the lot 
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and the lake. We have to laugh about that because we can't do anything with that we just 
own the lot and the lake. I gradually I went to school in South East Minneapolis and went to 
St. Lawrence's and John Marhsall High School and then I wanted to get a job and my folks 
thought I was too young so I went with the school agriculture on St. Paul campus and I only 
had to go two year because I graduated from high school. I got a degree from there and that 
is where I met my husband was on St. Paul campus. A degree in – well actually it's just a 
future its like when you go to high school and college and you get a kind of graduate degree. 
Its not the same as graduating from the University but you get they have a name of it but 
right now I don't think of it.  

Q: Associate degree or something –  

A: yes. So I got very involved with the St. Paul campus because I enjoyed it over there 
more than I did at high school. It was a school for older graduate students that couldn't go 
on and finish you know they had to work on the farm or this and that so I really enjoyed it. 
It was a whole different feel than high school was but that is where I took up poultry 
judging. The first year I went I was just going go one year and take anything I wanted to and 
then I met my husband so I had to go back a second year and graduate. I had to take all the 
things that were required of me the second year. I have been involved in the University 
School of Agriculture Alumni Association ever since and I had graduated there in 1941 so I 
am on the board over there and I am quite an active member. To get back to my other high 
school days, that is where I really met all my friends that were from Lauderdale because I 
didn't have any other connection with them and we had an all girl 4-H Club and so we were 
very active. We had a singing group and there was about 12 or 13 girls in it we one all kinds 
of awards singing around the county. And I really got to know my whole county from that 
from traveling with the girls singing and also with poultry judging because you had to have 
so many you had to go to so many outings for poultry judging before you can go to local 
contests and national contests. I got Individual High in the Ramsey County and I got blue 
ribbon in Chicago and everybody thinks its kind of strange I still collect chickens and all of 
kinds of ornamental chickens in my house. They come in kind of weird. I have always 
enjoyed my life mostly after high school because going to high school was mostly kids 
whose folks were on the campus. On the South East Minneapolis you didn't have a lot to do 
with them if you didn't have a car, if you didn't drive, I mean if you didn't have a license you 
couldn't go out back after school you were to far away. Dad always let me have the car but it 
didn't do much good because I wasn't connected with those people as I was in our own 
village and going to judging contests and singing and that sort of thing. We really we still 
have the home over there and like you say Lake Street people kind of wonder they think of 
Lake Street in Minneapolis and so on but its just a couple blocks long and now mostly the 
Midland Hills Golf Course uses it from their parking lot to get out on to Roselawn. We have 
cut it real wide. We had to pay for the new road and I suppose next it will be curbing. We 
did get curbing, we have curbing now to so anything that we do we have to pay for you have 
to put in a driveway. We had a driveway our whole life it didn't measure up you had to put in 
another driveway and so I don't know. It's still home. I moved up the street from where I 
was born and this way towards Cleveland its only about 2 city blocks from where I was born. 
I lived my whole life on Roselawn and so I thought well I well buy some lots in Roselawn 
Cemetery so I will be there. We have traveled a lot. We have been in every state in the 
United States and Hawaii and all over – Europe and Alaska twice but I haven't found any 
place that I would rather be then right there on Roselawn Ave. I do belong to the group for 
the senior group that they have but I don't get there very often because most of their 
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meetings are at night. I don't go out much at night or otherwise it hits on another night that 
I have something else that is closer but I keep track of them and what they are doing. 
Occasionally Nancy and I get to go to something over there and I enjoy it. I know the names 
of these people. I don't know what else I can help you with.  

Q: I am interested to hear you went to Minneapolis to school, when did the school 
system get set up and that?  

A: Actually it never did get a high school out there. Everybody then went to Alexander - 
Ramsey the younger one. My whole family my son and my daughter both graduated and my 
grandson graduated from Alexander – Ramsey but before that some of the people in the 
area a little closer to town went to Mechanic Arts and some went to Johnson and we went to 
John Marshall in Minneapolis.  

Q: Even in elementary school you went to Minneapolis.  

A: Yes we did well see it was a catholic school and my folks wanted me to go down to 
St. Lawrence's catholic school and then this John Marshall is right next door its in dinky 
town and its right next door to St. Lawrence's so we did that for all 12 years of our 
education.  

Q: Your dad's name was – 

A: Jim Harry, James Harry, and my mother was Genevieve and my mother was born 
right there in Lauderdale and her dad, my grandfather, built a whole lot of the houses in 
Lauderdale.  

Q: That name was that was Hogan.  

A: Yea, we went from Hogan to Hailey to Miley. My mother was a good friend of Alice 
Gibs-Nelson and so they use to slide together that kind of thing. Not back and forth like we 
do in later years but when something was going on a toboggan party or something like that 
we were always or she was always included with Alice. In later years so was I and they to 
graduated from the school of agriculture and so we had that in common. Alice was a 
wonderful person and we just really enjoyed knowing her. But I made a lot of connections 
through the school of agriculture you know a lot of well known people have graduated from 
there and we like I say I am still on the board over there I never miss a meeting on that. It 
was one of the best parts of my life I think because it was an older group and I guess I was 
more ready for an older group than a younger group.  

Q: What year did you get married?  

A: We got married in 1943. We had gone together for four years and he was home about 
one month two months at the most and he had to go into the navy. Actually he volunteered. 
He could take typing and short hand and he was at Minneapolis Business College and they 
needed a person that could take short hand. He was faster than most of the girls even he 
could really and then he got to be Admiral Kinkad's secretary when he was in the navy so he 
was always in a pretty good place you good food and he went to New Guinea. Of course it 
was lot of danger and everything but he was a little bit above what some of the others had to 
do.  

Q: He was connected with the administration.  
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A: Right. He was either and then in later years or before he went over seas he was down 
in South Dakota which really sounds funny a navy man in South Dakota but they use to give 
intelligence tests to the young boys who wanted to be a young flier. They did that in South 
Dakota and then he went from there overseas to New Guinea. Of course now the boys sign 
up for a couple of years you know but then you didn't know how long you were going to be 
gone then it was almost four years before he got back again. But I went to work. I went over 
to Agricultural Economics on the St. Paul campus and I worked there the whole time. In 
fact I worked there for 38 years and just stayed on and worked. Took time off for the 
children and I was kind of privileged, I was able to come home when they were home and 
leave after they got and having my mother just down the street you know in the original 
home they took care of them. I use to pay a little girl to walk down with Nancy she was first 
and then she would take her over to my mothers and then after work I could go over there 
and then I went back. I didn't work summers, I was home with the children in the summer 
time. Then in the fall I was there like I say sending them to school and me going after to 
work after that. Until one day I came home and my son came home and had a lunch with 
me and said that I am going to go up and play golf and I thought well here I am sitting home 
I could have stayed at work and he is up on the golf course. I said after this, "Why you can 
get your own lunch and I will stay at work," but we had a lot of theft in the area at that time. 
They would drive the car in the garage and rob people and then just drive the truck out of 
the garage and nobody could and I was always afraid. I don't know what I would have done 
but I was afraid that he would come into a home that somebody was running us. There was 
11 years between the two of them so I had two only children so Nancy was well taken care 
of and then I had to start over again when Tim came along. It all worked out my husband 
after he got out of the navy he went to work for the railroad and he worked first for the 
nickel place that most people don't even know about.  

Q: What is the Nickel place?  

A: It's a railroad that had offices in downtown Minneapolis in one of the old buildings 
that was beautiful that they tore down and then he went from there to the CNO, 
Chesapeake N Ohio, which ended up to the Amtrak eventually but it was CNO and he was 
the only one that stayed in town in Minnesota even in all the years he worked for the 
railroad because usually they ship them all over the place. He did office work so he too 
retired after 30 years working for the railroad but he was gone a lot you know he was selling 
freight service is what they call it. My railroad is better than your railroad because I can offer 
this or that. He was gone a lot of the time Monday through Friday so the kids had to put up 
with me because you know he was out on the road. He realizes it now but he didn't think 
anything of it at the time. He missed out on a lot.  

Q: Let's talk a little bit more about the Nickel place because that's a railroad I haven't 
heard of before.  

A: It was downtown Minneapolis it was just off of 3rd Ave a little bit to the right 
probably 2nd Ave and it was in a bad area. It was not Washington it was this side of 
Washington I can't remember what the name of the streets would be just this side of 
Washington Ave and it was one of these great big stone buildings with bird cage elevators 
which I just hated. He was on top floor so if you went down to pick him up and he didn't 
come out right away and you had to go up that elevator use to scare me to death.  

Q: Where did the railroad go?  
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A: Well you just worked you didn't have your own line. I mean you rented a track from 
other places and that was the same way with CNO there wasn't no CNO in town either but 
they would line up their freight and so on on other tracks so that it was just a really good job 
for him and I think he enjoyed it eventually he liked worked with the people and then 
afterwards he went out it was a promotion to go out on the road to sell freight so then he 
saw all of the country. That is kind of how I got to be in every state too. In the summer time 
sometimes we would go with him. We still travel a lot we always have a trip planned. We 
have one now for planned for great up northern Minnesota and as far as we go there aren't 
any roads we have to take a train to get there so we will be going there in July. But he really 
got his start at the University too and at Minneapolis Business College because they needed 
people at that time during the war. But I worked the whole time at the University, I never 
left I started I needed a job, my father had died right after we were married or just before we 
were married actually and so I needed to get out. I did go to a Minneapolis Business College 
also nights and finish there so that I could get this job at the University. I didn't know where 
I was going but that is where I ended up. I went over and applied for a job over there and 
we use to work on farm records. The farmers send their book in it was an associates and 
then we would tell them where they were making money, where they were losing money, 
what they should get rid of and the fieldman did their income tax and they paid so much a 
year for this service. So it was really interesting you always go to, you maybe had to add eggs 
all day long or something but it was really interesting to do that kind of work and I did it all 
those years. It's the only kind I did for the University for the 38 years working on these 
books for the farmers.  

Q: Kind of unusual to have a working woman in those days.  

A: Oh yes, well no, actually you see in the beginning the men or the boys were all down 
in the service. So we had in my office when I started and I was the head person in that 
office. Sometimes we would have about 15 girls adding but then they were mostly going to 
college so they were on different shifts you might say you know one could come in and work 
for 2 hours and another one would come in and work for an 1 and 3 hours and some had a 
whole day off. We were all girls for a long time and then eventually the war ended and we 
started getting more male students in and it seemed like of course the male students now see 
even then in college well then the girls were farm girls too. We had a lot of the girls that 
were Princess Kay of the Milky Way that worked for us. Then we had when the boys started 
coming in and getting back well then but there again a lot of them were older because they 
had been in the service and came back again and they had money to go back to school again. 
And some of them then the war was over and they were just starting out so we had quite a 
different bunch of personalities coming in. The boss I had was a little bit different, he 
couldn't get by with what he did then if he worked now but he went by IQ and he really just 
hired the highest IQ and lot of them were they were bored with that kind of work. It wasn't 
a challenge you did the same things over and over and over again. Where with me I did the 
same thing over and over again but I only lived a mile from the campus you didn't have to 
dress up you know and I had all these privileges so that didn't bother me at all. I loved 
figures so it worked out just fine for me but some of them would goof off after hours 
because they were bored.  

Q: Let's talk a little bit about living on the farm.  

A: Well that was kind of an experience. I didn't know it was at the time because it just 
came so naturally. We had as I say the chickens and I had turkeys and that's really what I had 
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for 4-H. I use to judge poultry, I raised turkeys, and I raised flowers. Then I did have some 
pins to honor myself with my flower garden but someone broke into our house and they 
thought that was a good thing to take so they took it. I have a Bel Elling I guess he has 
passed away now but he would have been one of your seniors, he gave a trophy every year 
for poultry judging and I have one of his trophies for judging. We just took it for granted, 
we were suppose to do it go out and feed the chickens and we never milked. My sister and I 
never learned to milk so we never had to milk the cow but that was kind of too bad after my 
dad died we had to my uncle took the cow because we couldn't handle that but we did 
everything else. We had one horse the one that is on the picture and throughout Minnesota 
we were able to pick up a plow here or a rake there or a wagon some place else for a one 
horse. So we had some equipment that we even brought back from like Virginia, Minnesota, 
because and so I use to help my dad all the time out in the hay field any kind of farm work 
there was because I was more interested in the outside than I was in the inside. My sister did 
sewing and that sort of thing not for anybody else just for herself but I mean she was more 
interested in the inside and I was the outside person. Then I use to raise tons of flowers. 
One year we took them by the washtub full over to the fairgrounds and they had them in the 
4-H building up in the dining room. It was you didn't you know it's a good thing you don't 
what is going to happen in the future because you just live for today you know. You do your 
thing. My mother was a gardener. She would just get out there and work hard in the garden. 
I ended up having to do all the lawn mowing without a riding mower or anything you know 
it was a push mower and we had about an acre of lot and it was a up and down hill by push 
mower up and down hills. Of course in those days too I got down to about 110. I think 
when I got married I weighed 115. You just got it was just perpetual you know you did part 
of it and you did part of it and you did part of it and you would hope it wouldn't rain until 
you get the other part of it done. Then you just started all over again but I was the boy in the 
family. I had to do the mowing and a but we never much thought us having a farm it was 
just there but when the war came you had to have enough farming income and land in order 
to get feed and gas. You had to get the gas, the feed you could get but you couldn't get the 
gasoline to go and get the feed so we always went to Rickter's. They, of course, they 
delivered also but most of the time if you just wanted a sack you didn't want him to have to 
come over that so we went out and got it. We took our milk before my dad died and we did 
have hired we had to hire a man to come in and milk after he died. We took the milk over to 
the Sanitary Farm Dairies which is just off of Lexington Ave and St. Paul and then we would 
get a butter over there with an exchange. I don't think we ever got any money we just took 
exchange for butter. There was extra milk that you didn't need on the table. But otherwise 
we would set our own cream put out the big jars and skim off the cream and just sell the 
milk part of it. We did that for quite a number of years. My dad had a big refrigerator built in 
the basement that took ice and the ice man would come like once a week and put this huge 
chunk of ice in there and then you had to put the milk in there so that it would be cold and 
everything. The ice box is still in the basement. It is so big I don't how we will ever get it out 
of there. You know you didn't think of it as an experience when you were growing up except 
when you look back at it, it was quite an experience you know it was just we. I had a 
playhouse, my sister and I each had our own playhouse. She had hers first and that was the 
biggest and then they built me one so we wouldn't be having any problems there. She was 
four years older than I am. Then we had I had a poultry house out in the backyard and we 
added a room onto it during the war and we rented it out to a college student I mean you 
look at it now and you think how could you but at that time housing near the campus was so 
lost you couldn't find anything and it was cheap. So that was my poultry house and we had 
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gotten we were robbed twice. My poor dad got knocked out one night when he went out to 
lock up the turkeys. They are so dumb they won't go in the house by themselves and you put 
ducks with them so they will make a lot noise and then if it rains the ducks like to stay 
outside and the turkeys they get pneumonia if they stay out with the ducks. It's an 
experience.  

Q: How many turkeys did you raise?  

A: Well I don't think I ever had more than 75 I don't think.  

Q: So this is more than just for your own table?  

A: Oh yes. The people on the campus the professors and so on they knew we raised 
through my dad they knew we raised turkeys. They said well you know can I buy one but it 
has to be thus and such and so on so many times before Christmas and New Years and 
Thanksgiving we were down there just really cleaning turkeys like everything.  And then one 
of them said that well if I can borrow your big roaster then I will buy the turkey because I 
don't have a big roaster and I don't want to buy one so we did all kinds of things and we 
delivered them and I think our worse challenge was Prospect Park. You would get up there 
with all the streets going around in circles and trying to find a house in Prospect Park at 
night it was quite a challenge. Even today. But I would go with my dad all the time I mean I 
was right there that's how I started I think I started to drive car about 12 years old for sure 
because I was always out with him if he was working on it I was helping him. So you know 
you didn't go through license or anything then and he taught me we had a big dodge and it 
has a reverse shift on it so he wouldn't teach me how to drive until we got rid of that car 
because he says this is the only one that has that and then he taught me how to drive. I 
delivered the cream over to the creamery so that he didn't have to do that every week.  

Q: How much did you get for a turkey?  

A: I don't imagine I don't remember but I don't think they were much more than 15 
cents a pound at the most dressed ready for the oven. I don't think I even have any records 
on that I never thought much about it but that's what it was.  

Q: How much did you get for your cream?  

A: That I don't remember except we would get a 5 pound jar of butter for probably a 10 
gallon pail.  

Q: Of cream or of milk?  

A: Milk.  

Q: Cream would be more expensive.  

A: Yea, we would take in the milk and then we would get this 5 pound jar of butter and 
so we used most of our cream. We didn't just cut back on that although a lot of times we 
took the cream in too. We got more but you know if we wanted whipped cream or this and 
that and my mother was a great cook and a great baker we used a lot of it at home. Now I 
am lactose intolerant and can't even use cream. But it was a good think I had a lot in those 
days but we just you know you kinda got a long. I don't now it was we sold a lot of chickens 
of course and we sold eggs. We had to cart a lot of eggs. We did that with a grocery store 
down on Fifteenth and Como Ave in South East Minneapolis. We would take our eggs 
down there and they would keep track and then we would get our groceries down there so 
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that made quite a difference too. And my mother, like I said, was a really hard worker. They 
finally put a tile through our land so that it wouldn't well it was a tile from the university golf 
course across the Midland hills golf course and they thought they were going to eliminate the 
flooding down there and she fed all the men that were working on there. We had cots in our 
basement and these men sleep there and the got breakfast. I think that was the only meal 
they got but she would cook for them and fix them a big breakfast. I don't remember so 
much about lunch they might have had lunch put up for them so that they didn't have to 
come in. Eventually the tile didn't work out the tile crushed down we got flooded out we 
lost our barn and everything from the water that went through there and that was in about 
1942 or 43.  

Q: About the time you were married.  

A: Yea, right. So now of course they had to redo the whole thing and we don't have that 
problem but we also don't have a barn any more. It was my dad had broken his leg and he 
was in the hospital so there again we were out there trying to rescue the cows and everything 
you know everything always happens that way. It happens when you least expect it.  

Q: Of course.  

A: My husband was in the service as I remember so we were on our own.  

Q: The tiling was done by hand to though.  

A: Oh yes, they dug the trenches and they put in the tile and it was all by hand and it 
came from the corner of the University Golf Course underneath what is Roselawn Ave and 
back to what is supposedly this lake that is out in front of us so it was probably a good 
thought but it didn't work. In the old days when my husband was courting me he had this 
model T-Ford and he came one night and when he went to go home his car was gone. And I 
mean there wasn't anybody out there you know. It was just us and there wasn't anybody on 
our street. We were devastated you know when your a student you just don't get any cars like 
that so of course we called the police and everything and on their way over to our house 
they came from somewhere out this way I don't remember where the police station was, 
they came across Cleveland Ave and there was this car sitting in the mud. Those roads didn't 
have any finish they were all gravel and of course there was a pond on both sides of 
Roselawn up there at Cleveland and there was the car sitting in the middle of the street. It 
got stuck so they just walked off and left it there so we didn't have to go to far but of course 
he had to get it pulled out and everything. When we were there, there were no solid roads. 
They were just all mud and then they had the white board fences along both sides we use to 
walk on them and every once in awhile fall and skin a leg on it you know you always had to 
walk on that fence it was only an inch wide. So to think of it now to look out and see 
sidewalks and curbs and everything you just can't believe that at one time you know there 
wasn't any street there. It was just a trail you might say. It was nice in the summer time when 
it was hot but when it rained it was a bad deal.  

Q: What about snow?  

A: Snow, we had a garage under our house under the house that you have a picture of so 
many mornings we got up very early and we shoveled all the way up and around to the top 
so that we could get the car out you know. And it was the same way once you got out to the 
street you really couldn't plan that you were going to make it anymore not until you got to 
the main streets because there wasn't any plowing right early not like there is now. Now they 
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plow all night in front of us but then you were on your own. My dad and I would shovel out 
sometimes the snow was up over the head you know because it would fill in like that. Drift. 
Taught me a lesson – never put a garage under a house. Theirs is that way but they don't 
have the trouble that we had with the snowblower and everything we had the shovel. No, we 
just had to fight all the elements you know because that's the way it was you just took it for 
granted that you weren't going to make it but we always did. He burned coal in the furnace. 
We had one of these big furnaces that is still there a coal burning furnace except its got gas 
now. It was a coal burning furnace so we always had cinders and so we would always take 
out cinders and put it on the driveway and get a chance to. I think one of my more hair-
rising things in driving down to school. You would go down Larpenteur Ave then and down 
the hill. One morning it was icy and we just slid and we slid and slid right over to the very 
edge of the road before we went over the bank and then the car stopped you know and then 
we didn't go over the bank. I think of that everytime I go down that street and down 
Larpenteur and East Hennepin I think you know. We could of lost ourselves on that hill but 
there was nothing to do about it they didn't have any sand or anything like they do now salt 
or anything.  

Q: It is still a pretty scary hill.  

A: Yea, it is. Especially if you have to stop on it. One night when he was coming home 
from work he was following one of these big trucks and trailers and a wheel came off and 
then the whole thing unhooked from the cab and the whole trailer started back at him. That 
was scary to but some how or other he got around it and never got hit. I remember when I 
was still in ag school too and this was about 1943 we had this horrific snow storm. I had 
taken the car up to work on the campus and about noon time I started to think if I was 
going to get home I better take that car home and walk back again. It was just almost hit the 
depth and I didn't stay home I walked all the way back to campus worked and turned around 
and walked all the way back home after that. Every once in awhile they didn't get out to us 
now they do but in those days they did the main probably Larpenteur Ave first before they 
came over onto Roselawn.  

Q: I wanted to ask you (cont'd on next tape) 

 

I know that chickens and turkeys would end up on the table and of course the eggs 
would end up on the table.  

A: We never ate our sheep.  

Q: I wondered why you had a sheep?  

A: You know, I don't know exactly but we had fanny, fanny was the sheep and we my 
grandmother and my dad could sheer the sheep. My grandmother was a great farm woman 
and this was on my dad's side of the house his mother. So they would get the sheep down 
and sheer it and then grandma did the carting and did the knitting from the yarn and 
everything but I think we ended up selling Fanny because we never would have eaten Fanny. 
She was the greatest sheep. We had this eventually our barn and everything was right up just 
behind where our house is now and then they used that as a house until they got the big 
house so it was a clean building you always say they lived in the barn well it was just like a 
house then but it was close up behind the house and after the house was finished I was born 
on May 2, 1921, and I was they just got barely in the house when I was born and then 
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eventually they moved the barn back so that it would be all lined up on our line on the north 
side and then they made a barn out of it. Then it was the same way with the chicken coop. 
That was on our block foundation and then they lined that up with. Fanny we would get on 
our sled and she would take us twice around this foundation and then she would cut through 
and we would dump off you know. We would fall off and we could get back on and she 
would go twice around and dump us off again and we could do that all day long and we 
could get her to go more go less go anything. Twice – dump and then back on again.  

Q: She knew her limits.  

A: She knew her limits. And so after that Fanny was the only sheep that we had I don't 
think we ever had any other little lambs or anything and I think where the sheep came from 
my sister's godfather lived in Kilkinney. I think maybe he gave her the sheep and as a gift as 
a little lamb and so I think that and I don't remember we haven't talked about it for a long 
time and I think maybe that's where the sheep came from in the first place. We still have 
some mittens that grandma made out of that yarn you know its just kinda unwashed it looks 
like its grey tattletale grey it isn't white really but its they are warm mittens.  

Q: The wool was warm.  

A: Yes, and she would make that sit there and knit in the winter time she would make 
the mittens.  

Q: I wondered if she were a 4-H project?  

A: No, uhuh no. Just chickens and turkeys were 4-H. I really you know I give a lot of 
credits to my chickens and turkeys because they got me to Chicago to the world's fair. They 
got me to a lot of places and so and I got to meet a lot of nice guys when I was judging. 
There was never any girls. There was one girl that went to the U when we took classes at the 
U. When I first started university you know I signed up for poultry classes because that is all 
I was going to do. Well she was the only girl that was in my class and a lot of times we had 
to climb into the window at the poultry barn because somebody forgot a key or something. 
They didn't think the girls would do that but we did we crawled in just like the boys did and 
we got our class and everything and it seemed like every team I was on for poultry judging 
were all boys.  

Q: I am curious as to how you judge poultry?  

A: Well, as I say Bill Eling, the poor man is dead, I think, so he don't hear me but like at 
Plymouth Rock the guys all have to be the same. You judge by the comb, the red comb on 
top and the waddles underneath and most of these were judged not only for looks but they 
have to have good looks if they are going to have eggs. If you are going to hatch out some 
more good looks chickens so we would feel the back of it. It could be two fingers, or three 
fingers, or four fingers and see what condition they were in and how bright their eyes were 
and how they stood. You usually had four to pick from. So it was I place one over two 
because . . and two over three because . . and like that and the first time you are doing it in 
front of a judge you are kind of tongue-tied because you know what you should do but you 
know you got somebody listening to you. It all worked out I mean there is a standard 
perfection book and you got all the pictures and all the knowledge and that standard of 
perfection and you study it. We had to judge Bill had white rocks I think those chickens 
were as old as he was and he would always bring those because he knew which ones were 
the winners. We would, in fact, we went to his house and he lived there on Hamline and we 
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did we judged there. Then we had to go to a certain number of judging like county fairs and 
put in I think it was three we had to go to in order to qualify for the state. The first year I 
was with the team and the team didn't win. I mean the boys didn't. I studied my head off 
because I didn't want to be one to pull us down. So I got the high but they didn't so we lost 
that one. Tthen the second year they said that they would not try to keep it in teams to go to 
the nationals, so I had boys from around Minnesota so that we would have a national team. 
Luckily, like I say, I placed blue ribbon in Divisional High in the nationals so I didn't pull 
them down but I worried a lot. I lost track of my the people I had judged with but there 
again it got me to a lot of places. Our 4-H leader Mrs. O'berg would take us in her car and 
so our parents didn't have to. I think one of the most embarrassing situations that I had at a 
time like that, we had to wait our turn and I was sitting in a county a golf county fairgrounds 
and I got bee stings on both legs. You know it was the yellow jackets it was just terrible and 
here I'm the girl the only girl and here I am getting these bee stings and everything it was so 
embarrassing.  

Q: You had to wear a skirt?  

A: Oh, yes so there I was with my bee stings but no it was a very good experience it was 
a wonderful life at the time. I didn't know it so much at the time as I do now but when I 
look back on it it was.  

 

Q: Is there anything else that we should talk about before we tape the pictures that you 
brought?  

A: I think I have been going on for a long time. I really don't know of a you know.  

Q: Do you have any stories that you should tell?  

A: My family has been my joy you know. As I say we spend a lot of time together 
because and now Nancy only live a mile from me. Tim lives out in Hopkins. He's a doctor; 
his wife is a doctor. Nancy works part time on the campus and her husband is on the 
campus so we don't go far from our. There was a big article in the Bugle this month about 
Nancy and her and all her things that she has done. It's a wonderful article. And I don't 
know I haven't I don't I suppose someone will say why didn't you say this or that but I don't 
know what it would be because I can't remember. That's just my life it was my life you 
know.  

Q: Well you have been a joy, we will I think we will have them post the pictures up and 
oh what we will do eventually as you are talking about things the pictures will be cut in so 
that you can so that it will be your voice but the pictures will be the pictures. So I will let's 
see we have already given them the pictures so I will uncover this and you can tell us what's 
on the as she gets them up you can tell us what is on the pictures. She already has one up 
and I am just real slow here. (background talking) 

 

 

A: This here that is my family that is my mother, Genevieve, and my dad James and my 
sister Elizabeth and myself. And my sister is four years older than I am.  

Q: You are on the –  
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A: I am on the right hand side looking at the picture.  

 

That was taken on our front lawn of our home and that is a little earlier. Yes that is when 
they first built the house and I am about a year old I think on that picture probably. Because 
I was born in May and it looks like it is summer time out there maybe its only 6 months I 
don't know but the house wasn't completely finished there is no steps, no bushes, no 
nothing. But at least we got inside.  

Q: I am going to sit by you if that's alright.  

 

 

A: Now this is the way the house is except for the bushes the bushes go to the top but 
the house is still there and its got a big lawn and it drops off to the backyard.  

Q: This is you right?  

 

A: That's me, right. I am they left me all alone out there and I'm we think I am about 3 
years old on that. No one ever wrote anything on the back of pictures but we though 
probably I was 3 years old.  

Q: You are going to do that now though aren't you?  

A: Oh yea.  

 

Now there is Fanny. I am probably about 5 years old on there and I have a hand-made 
woolen cap on that grandma made and my mother made all of our clothes so that is a hand-
made coat and that is Fanny that use to dump us when went twice around and then she 
would dump us in. We had a little harness that we could put on her and then hook it to the 
sled.  

 

And that is out in front of what is now 1938 Lake Street its only suppose to be a small 
pond on this end and then there is a road going across which went into the work shop for 
the club house and the Midland Hills Clubhouse is sitting over to the very left hand side and 
we just plain got flooded out.  

Q: One can see that the trees there are –  

A: yea, the trees are in the water and the shoreline should be a long ways from any of 
those trees but it just.  

Q: That was the first clubhouse there.  

A: Yea, the old clubhouse that isn't the new one. 

 

Now that is right in the middle of Lake Street that tree was the only one up there there 
was some below it but that was the only one there and we had that all fenced in Lake Street 
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and all that was our pasture. We had a huge big pasture it went out to the left of that picture 
and came around to right to the barn and there was a wonderful wild strawberry patch just 
this side of that tree that we just hated to give up when they came in to plowed up our 
pasture for a road.  

Q: And again we have Midland Hills old clubhouse.  

A: Yes, that is right over the back. Yes, you can see that is the old Welch's that use to be 
a Welch Dairy in there and they use to sell milk and cream and everything. It was a Welch 
family lived in that big house and had part of a dairy there and there I am. 

 

 

Q: There is the beautiful bride.  

A: Yea.  

Q: Pretty flowers. Did you grow your own flowers?  

A: No, actually those flowers are from Alice Gibs-Nelson. She made up that bouquet 
and put a corsage in the middle of it that I didn't even know about. She said, "why aren't you 
wearing your corsage." I said I didn't know it so she came and plucks it out and pins it on 
me. That's our wedding picture. We had it was Aquatennial time downtown Minneapolis and 
you couldn't get anywhere so Brown Studio came out and they took the pictures at home 
and for some reason or another they took most of them outside. Many of them I got are all 
taken outside. The wind was blowing we are squinting in the sun but that's what we got. 
They came out to our house and took it. Grant was suppose to drive a float that day for the 
navy and then he got out of that and his best man they wanted him to drive it and then he 
had to go to the they had to go to the people and try to get out of it again so we would have 
a best man so that was quite a day.  

Q: I would think getting married would be a pretty good excuse.  

A: Not in the navy and that was about 110 outside and that was suit that he had to wear 
in order to be in uniform and needless to say as soon as he got the pictures done he was 
back in his whites but it was hot.  

 

And there that is our 50th wedding anniversary and this year it will be 55 so in about 
that's about 4 years and 8 months that picture there.  

Q: And you have yellow roses.  

A: Yellow roses, the girls had the tables all trimmed in yellow roses and they gave us 
corsages of yellow roses.  

 

And that is my dear family. My grandson is right in the middle and my son on the left 
and my son-in-law way over on the right and then Nancy and Mary and they are just a 
wonderful family they all worked together and they just put on this beautiful they had about 
100 people invited at St. Thomas and had a big lunch and Nancy set up a whole big display.  
She got my wedding dress and the veil and she got a form and put the wedding dress on the 
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form and then she had all the wedding pictures laid out on the table. And I still had my cake. 
I had the top layer of my wedding cake.  

Q: Aren't you supposed to eat that the first year?  

A: Well we never did. It was a white cake and it had a little navy man and bride on the 
top of it and now it just plain turned brown. It looks like a chocolate cake and I just put it in 
a hat box its never been in a freezer or anything just a plastic hat box. 

 

Yea, well she's showing some other pictures. There is my 110 figure right there. Isn't that 
amazing.  

Q: Beautiful dress.  

A: Well, it wasn't a very expensive dress I will tell you.  

Q: Who cares, uh.   

A: Right, yea. I did the thing. And married 55 years it did its job. It will be 55 years on 
July 31. And the poor veil had started to disintegrate but Nancy had it all covered so nobody 
could tell and it really worked out.  

There is the cake. See how brown it is. Everybody thought for sure it was chocolate but 
it was white and it had little doves all around it and everything but its just I just took it back 
home and set it back up where it was. It's still there. If it makes a few more years why we will 
have it again I guess.  

Q: Those are wonderful.  

A: There I am.  

Q: There you are. There's you. (cannot understand) Well I wanted to thank you – end of 
tape 
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