
 

 

Herman Zuettel 

Q: What we are doing, you know Herman, is starting a series of videotapes about Roseville 
Pioneers and because you were one of the pioneers, we wanted to talk with you. So I have some 
questions that I would like to ask you.  

A: Yea, but I ain’t no pioneer. That was 1820.  

Q: No, but you are pioneer because - when did you come to Roseville? When did you come to 
Rosetown?  

A: I came to Roseville in 1907.  

Q: 1907, that is over 90 years ago. How old were you?  

A: I was 14 months old.  

Q: Who all was in your family?  

A: I had two brothers and a sister.  

Q: And your mom and your dad?  

A: Yea. My mom, my dad, the two brothers, and a sister.  

Q: What were their names, the two brothers?  

A: John and Ernie.  

Q: You lived with your dad?  

A: Yes.  

Q: Where did they live?  

A: On County Rd C. I don’t know the number of the house but they lived on County Rd C between 
Dale and Victoria.  

Q: Then where did you go?  

A: What do you mean?  

Q: Didn’t you move out of Roseville for awhile?  

A: Well in Roseville we lived right where the fire department is on Dale Street in that brick house. 
Q: On Dale and B2, what is now B2, in the brick house. OK. When did you move down to 
Chatsworth?  

A: Chatsworth, 1921.  

Q: Was there a street there?  

A: No, a cow path.  

Q: A cow path. But you didn’t have cows?  

A: I don’t know what you want to call it, there were no road. You made your own road. There was 
no such a thing as graded streets.  

Q: When did the street go in?  

A: It came a little at a time - a little here and a little there.  

Q: Let’s talk a little bit about what kind of work you did. Let’s talk a little bit about gardening 
because that is what I am really interested in talking to you about.  

Rem
em

be
rin

g R
os

ev
ille

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



 

 

A: I was a gardener all my life. My pa was a gardener and that’s the way it was. I started 
gardening in 1921. Been there ever since.  

Q: You were 14 when you started to garden then?  

A: No, well my pa gardened first and then after my father quit gardening or had enough, I took 
over. It just doesn’t take care of itself.  

Q: Now, back in Switzerland, he was a gardener back in Switzerland too?  

A: Yes he was a gardener in Switzerland too.  

Q: What was different about gardening in the United States?  

A: Well, there wasn’t much difference at that time. Gardening was all the same. Gardening was 
you didn’t have nothing. I guess my father didn’t have nothing. The government owned a lot of land 
and they auctioned it off. First he got a bad piece of land and he fixed it up so someone would pay 
more for it.  

Q: So you never, this is in Switzerland, you never really owned the land?  

A: No.  

Q: So that’s why the family came to Minnesota?  

A: Yes.  

Q: How did you decide what kind of crops you were going to plant? How did you decide what you 
were going to garden?  

A: My pa was a gardener from Switzerland so he more or less continued to the way they were 
doing in Switzerland here.  

Q: What did you garden back in the early days?  

A: Oh them days, potatoes, carrots, cabbage, muskmelons.  

Q: Muskmelons, is that what you said?  

A: Yes.  

Q: So basically all outside kind of crops, no flowers?  

A: No, flowers nobody wanted. Nobody knew what flowers were. Flowers were not too valuable. 
They didn’t care about flowers like they do today.  

Q: So then you started off with the potatoes and the muskmelons and the same types of crops, 
potatoes, when did you start changing the crops?  

A: We kept it a little different there for awhile because when we were gardening out there, they 
had a cyclone that smashed everything.  

Q: What year was that?  

A: I don’t know.  

Q: A cyclone?  

A: Yep, it was in the early 1900’s.  

Q: It came through and smashed everything, then what did you do?  

A: Well, I don’t know. That was when pa moved over to the where fire station is that brick house. I 
don’t know why.  

Q: Then when you moved to Chatsworth in 1921, how did you decide what you would plant there?  
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A: We had a condition of the land was really bad. It took us a long time to clean it up so that you 
could plant what you would like to do.  

Q: How did you do that?  

A: I fixed that up myself otherwise the weeds would walk away with you.  

Q: But what did you do, I mean what did you put on it?  

A: We had cabbage and different things, beans and so forth.  

Q: How did you keep the weeds out?  

A: We cultivated it with a horse. You did the best you could.  

Q: Did you have, today there are a lot of chemicals that go on the ground?  

A: There were not known to people them days.  

Q: You planted cabbages, I’ve seen pictures of your dad with cabbages. Was that his favorite 
crop?  

A: Yes.  

Q: He was a specialist in cabbages. At what time of the year did you decide what you were going 
to plant?  

A: You get a whole year from fall to next spring what you are going to plant. You would make up 
your mind of what you think you should do. Which one you think would be profitable.  

Q: But what kinds of things did you think about when you were making that decision?  

A: You got to figure out how you are going to make a living.  

Q: OK. Other people, are we talking about what other people are growing?  

A: I guess so. Whatever was scarce one year wasn’t scarce the next year.  

Q: So people would plant whatever no one else was planting?  

A: Yes.  

Q: Did you talk with the other gardeners?  

A: Huh?  

Q: Did you talk to the other gardeners and try to find out?  

A: Oh, sure.  

Q: Everybody changed every year?  

A: Well, no some of them stayed the same thing all the time. Never made no changes.  

Q: But you changed?  

A: Yes.  

Q: You changed from year to year?  

A: Yes.  

Q: What was your favorite vegetable?  

A: I don’t know. What should I say?  

Q: I don’t know.  
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A: I don’t either. I don’t know if I had a favorite. You only had a favorite if it had a good year. 
Whatever that happened to be whether cabbage or carrots. Whatever sold for a pretty good price 
that is what you liked to do the next year.  

Q: The kinds of vegetables varied a lot though. There is a picture of you at the State fair from the 
1930’s and there must be 30 different kinds of vegetables there.  

A: Oh yea, maybe even more than that.  

Q: How many different kinds did you grow during one season?  

A: I don’t know. It all depends on what you wanted to grow. Squash was a fall profit. Some things 
had a summer profit. Some items are spring, like spinach and radishes and asparagus. Onions were 
spring and summer.  

Q: So you picked crops according to when they would be ready for the market?  

A: Yes.  

Q: You had some from each season? How did you start the vegetables, asparagus will come back 
every year but the other ones don’t?  

A: Buy seed. Plant the seed.  

Q: Where did you buy the seed from?  

A: There was wholesale houses right in St. Paul R.L. Groll and Company on Jackson Street they 
had a seed house. March and Dege there were a couple of others. Then from out of town, the 
seedman would come in and sell.  

Q: He sold to all of the gardeners?  

A: Huh?  

Q: He sold to everybody?  

A: Well, everybody got a piece. That was the way to get rich.  

Q: After you got the seed - to get those radishes to be the earliest, how did you start the seeds?  

A: Seeded them out in the field.  

Q: Right directly into the field?  

A: Yea.  

Q: What did you plant in the greenhouse?  

A: In the greenhouse, we used them things, annuals were not so popular because as I said before 
people didn’t have money to buy flowers like they do today.  

Q: So the greenhouse was more for flowers then it was for vegetables?  

A: Well, at first it was for vegetables because it grew vegetables for summer to the early market. 
But as time went along the vegetable business got crowded so they started in the flowers and they 
would add flowers then the first thing you know the flowers were being shipped down south like they 
are today. It is getting greater and greater business all the time. Now they say that the flower is the 
biggest industry for the airplanes get.  

Q: They come from all over the world today.  

A: Yea, I know. That’s what they say.  

Q: The greenhouse though you would have to - if you started things early in it you would have to 
keep it warm. How did you keep it warm?  
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A: By coal. You had to have a fire.  

Q: You had a fire, a coal fire. Did you have a furnace in it?  

A: We had a coal fire with boiler and water.  

Q: A boiler and water with a coal fire?  

A: Yes.  

Q: On days like today which is cold?  

A: With days like today you hardly needed any fire.  

Q: Why?  

A: Because it wouldn’t freeze inside the greenhouse.  

Q: Because of the sunshine?  

A: Yes.  

Q: So on the cloudy days you would have to have the fire going and at night?  

A: Yes.  

Q: The furnace in the greenhouse bigger or smaller than the one in your house?  

A: Oh the furnace would be a lot bigger in the greenhouse than in the house.  

Q: You got to shovel coal for both the house and the greenhouse?  

A: Yes.  

Q: What fun.  

A: If you got enough money you had a lot of fun.  

Q: Tell me a little bit about insects? I remember my dad gardened and he used DDT to keep the 
insects away, what did you do about insects or didn’t you have a problem?  

A: We use to have lice. Lice was a common thing. They would get into the field and they would 
eat the plants right up.  

Q: So what did you do?  

A: Huh?  

Q: What did you do?  

A: We would buy some kind of spray from R.L. Grull and spray them and killed them or control 
them.  

Q: You dug up the plants and try to get rid of the and try to stop it. Did you have any help in the in 
your business?  

A: No, I wasn’t big enough.  

Q: You were not big enough to have help?  

A: No. The big greenhouses had a lot of help – Carlson, Gibbs, and Nelson. They were some of 
them that had about 10 to 15 helpers.  

Q: But you didn’t have anybody?  

A: No. I was too small.  

Q: You had Martha.  
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A: Yes.  

Q: You had Jennette.  

A: Yes.  

Q: And you had Sonny.  

A: Yes. Okay.  

Q: What kind of equipment did you use?  

A: We had a cultivator. Tractors we didn’t have in them days.  

Q: A hand cultivator?  

A: Yep, push it by hand.  

Q: You told me one day about hot frames.  

A: Yea - hot beds. We used to haul manure, from town they had horses and we made hot beds. 
You take the manure and let it get good and hot and put a box on it and some windows and we used 
to call them hot beds.  

Q: What did you grow in those?  

A: You tried as early as you could about the 1st of March on.  

Q: Grow vegetables or anything that you thought you could get to grow?  

A: Oh sure, you start the plants in the hot beds.  

Q: I see. I am not a gardener you know so you have to explain these things. I don’t know how to 
garden. Tell me a little bit about the Christmas trees. When did you get into the Christmas tree 
business?  

A: One time I heard a guy and he said to the other guy, “Well what does he do?” and he said, “He 
sells Christmas trees, he doesn’t have to do anything else. He makes enough money in the 
Christmas trees.” I figured it was a good business for me too but it didn’t go that good.  

Q: How did it work?  

A: You go up north and buy Christmas trees. I didn’t know nothing. I would buy a load of 
Christmas trees and bring them down here and sell them.  

Q: When you say you went up north, how far north did you go?  

A: Up around Floodwood, Moose Lake, Samstone, and Hinckley wherever there was some.  

Q: Pretty far north?  

A: Yea.  

Q: You had a truck?  

A: Oh yes.  

Q:When did you get your first truck?  

A: I wouldn’t know. My first truck I guess I had a truck when I was 14 years old.  

Q: You did?  

A: That wasn’t all that unusual because you had to have a truck if you was a gardener. Except it 
wasn’t really big enough to haul Christmas trees.  

Q: So what did you use to haul the Christmas trees, you had a bigger truck?  
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A: We had to buy a bigger truck.  

Q: Have government regulations bother you in the business at all?  

A: We used to have to buy tags - you had to pay 2 cents tax on every tree that you cut. Then all at 
once they did away with that law.  

Q: What about in the gardening business, where there any government regulations that were?  

A: No.  

Q: Nothing for the pollution control or anything like that?  

A: No they didn’t have nothing.  

Q: How did you bring coal to your place?  

A: We would get it at the coal yards and haul it yourself.  

Q: Where were the coal yards?  

A: There were quite a few of them - Dale, Minnehaha, Como Ave, Midway.  

Q: How did you decide which one to go to?  

A: Huh?  

Q: How did you decide whether you were going to go to Dale and Minnehaha or all the way to 
Midway?  

A: Salesman would come by and sell it to you.  

Q: Oh okay and which ever one had the best price?  

A: Yes  

Q: You would go to that.  

A: Not the best price but the best grade.  

Q: Who were your competitors, what were some of the names, you talked about Hermes and 
Lebens I would imagine?  

A: Lebens is an old timer and John my brother was one, and there was Linder’s - oh there was 
quite a few.  

Q: What did John grow?  

A: He had a greenhouse.  

Q: He had a greenhouse so in his greenhouse he grew?  

A: Yea.  

Q: Vegetables?  

A: Yea. Vegetables, plants, geraniums, lots for spring planting.  

Q: Did you have wars with him, like brothers do?  

A: Sometimes.  

Q: I kind of wondered if he was always trying to find out what you were going to grow so that he 
could grow it first.  

A: It wasn’t like that - I was only his brother.  

Q: I see. Brothers and sisters fight a lot so I was wondering if you fought with your brother too?  
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A: Oh yea.  

Q: Tell me a little bit about the State Fair?  

A: I have had exhibits at the State Fair for 50 years. Or longer. 

Q: 50 years at the State Fair, how did you decide you were going to go and exhibit?  

A: They would give you an application, and some tags and they would have a judge to judge the 
things.  

Q: How well did you do?  

A: Nothing to write home about but it was all right.  

Q: Did you like that?  

A: Well it was extra income.  

Q: Extra income, how did that work?  

A: They had prizes for all the vegetables. Prizes - The most they went to is 2 dollars.  

Q: How old were you when you were going to the state fair the first time?  

A: That was when I was 12 years old.  

Q: 12 years old, what did you take that first time? What did you take to exhibit the first time?  

A: I had variety of - I made a collection of vegetables.  

Q: It had in it potatoes, beans, and fall things, potatoes, carrots, and that sort of thing?  

A: Yea.  

Q: Tell me a little bit about how your family was involved with the business? I know you set up the 
kids in business, why don’t you tell me about that.  

A: About the what?  

Q: When you set up Martha and Sonny up in business?  

A: Sonny and Martha - they were never really set up in business.  

Q: You told me you did?  

A: No Sonny and Martha never did.  

Q: On the market at the market.  

A: Oh, I forget that. When I went to market all the time the kids wanted to go along all the time so I 
wanted to show them how to do business. So I said, Sonny and Martha, when you get into the 
market in them days you couldn’t buy anything like you could today because in them days they only 
sold potatoes by the bushel or half bushel or tomatoes or anything—in big quantity. A lot of people 
use to come down to the market and want to buy a few tomatoes, like they do today. They couldn’t 
buy any so I started putting them into business for themselves and I say if the business grew to what 
it is today no matter how big of guy he is we will sell them anything we will even sell you a banana if 
you want one.  

Q: So what did they do?  

A: They did all right. I used to buy the stuff and they used to sell it.  

Q: So they didn’t sell your vegetables?  

A: They didn’t sell the things the crops – they sold them –and they paid me back what I paid and 
they could keep the profit. Business people.  
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Q: But they didn’t sell your vegetables - they sold other peoples vegetables?  

A: No, they did that just so they could ride down to the market.  

Q: Oh, I see. Tell me about Jennette and how she was involved in the business, I see pictures of 
her picking beans out of the field, how did she help you with your business?  

A: Who?  

Q: Jennette?  

A: Oh boy she was the boss.  

Q: She what?  

A: She was the boss. She would run the business as much as I did or more.  

Q: Why do you say that?  

A: Well, that’s the way it was.  

Q: Did she make all the decisions?  

A: No, we worked them out together.  

Q: Back in those days you couldn’t go to the grocery store and buy vegetables. You talked about 
summer crops and fall crops.  

A: No you could go to the grocery store to buy anything. The grocery stores were the main retail 
shops. All grocery stores had them.  

Q: But you couldn’t get tomatoes all year round?  

A: Oh no, you can’t now either.  

Q: Pretty much you can.  

A: Yea, well they all come through the south from the wholesale land.  

Q: They are not as good. So people they had to can?  

A: Yea.  

Q: Put them away for the winter, so did Jennette can?  

A: Oh, yea, she did a lot of canning.  

Q: She canned everything that you didn’t sell.  

A: Well, everything she could.  

Q: To feed the family?  

A: Yea.  

Q: Tell me a little bit about the Swiss Club. You told me you were from Switzerland and I know 
there were a lot of people in the area from Switzerland.  

A: Switzerland - I don’t know what I should say to these questions. I knew a lot of people of course 
from Switzerland.  

Q: Tell me about the activities. When the club got together what did you do?  

A: We use to have a benefit association. The benefit association belonged to the Swiss Society 
and if you got sick you got 5 dollars a week and if you died you got a hundred dollars. That’s the way 
it worked.  

Q: Did they have social activities?  
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A: Oh, yes, they had that too.  

Q: Like what?  

A: Dances, picnics, big things. That was big stuff at one time but there is nothing anymore.  

Q: There aren’t that many all Swiss people left either. They are all mixed.  

A: It wasn’t strictly only people that were from Switzerland or born on Switzerland or an offspring 
from Switzerland they could join.  

Q: So at the dances, at the dances they were special dances? Where you a good dancer?  

A: Huh?  

Q: Are you a good dancer?  

A: No, never was.  

Q: The City recently bought two pieces of park property and I know that one of them is yours and 
one is over by the water works. I want to talk to you about both of them so which one would you like 
to talk about first?  

A: There isn’t much to say. It took them awhile to decide that they the people in the neighborhood 
wanted the park and it took quite a few years so now they will finally get the park. I think it’s great. 
It’s a nice place to have a park. The guys wanted to buy that land for what kind of homes, 
townhouses and the people they didn’t want them. They opposed to townhouses. They wanted a 
park rather than that.  

Q: When will the park come then, this summer? Are we going to see some park this summer do 
you think?  

A: Oh yeah. I imagine they will be getting ready in spring. It will start to be looking different. Mostly 
the recreation department need to start the beginning of it.  

Q: There have always been kids playing there.  

A: Oh, yea.  

Q: The water works is not very far away and one of the things the City has talked about is having 
a pathway between your park and the water works park. I know when you were a young man you 
use to go over to that area. Won’t you tell us about building the reservoir.  

A: Oh, yes that was 1917 and 1918. At that time we lived in the City on Grotto and Hoyt. It was a 
cow path for a road. They built the reservoir with the dinkies. We called them dinkies because they 
were a miniature train. Because the roads in them days were not very good for - trucks would get 
stuck all the time so they made a railroad track over there but it was a small railroad and hauled all 
the dirt where they had to haul it from by the miniature train.  

Q: Where did they haul it to?  

A: To the reservoir to make the reservoir.  

Q: Oh, they hauled it in to dump it?  

A: Yea.  

Q: What else?  

A: George Grant was the contractor for building that reservoir and they had a yard down on Como 
Ave so the cement and things like that iron rods – that all came into George Grant’s yard and they’d  
load into little tinkies.  

Q: Did you watch them build it? You were 10, 11, 12 years old something like that?  
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A: Yea, that’s all. Used to push them cars up there just to get a ride. We would ride down the hill.  

Q: You had to push them up so you could ride down?  

A: That’s right.  

Q: That sounds like it could be kind of fun.  

A: I don’t know. We thought it was, I guess.  

Q: Looking back overall the years now that you have lived in Roseville, over 90 years that you 
have lived in Roseville, what is now Roseville, what are the big events that made a difference, that 
changed the course of history, or that made a difference in your life and the life of the community? 
What are the big things that changed?  

A: Everything changes every so often and if you don’t change with it, you’re done. You gotta 
change and go along with the changes or else you’re through. You have to make changes with the 
rest of the world.  

Q: Well let me ask it a different way.  

A: We talked about the market like years ago you couldn’t go down there and buy a quarter’s 
worth of tomatoes or anything but it has gotten so big. First they laughed at the guy who did 
business like that and after awhile they all got into the same business.   

Q: What I am thinking about are things like Roseville became a city 50 years ago. It went from a 
township to a City. We had a lot of streets put in. The automobiles became more a lot more 
automobiles. What are the big things like that that you think made a difference, what made a 
difference in your business?  

A: There were bound to be business because just as soon as anybody started retailing, first they 
laughed at him and then everybody got to be a competitor and now everybody is competing.  

Q: We talked a couple of years ago about the street building. Why don’t you tell me a little bit 
about how the streets went in. I know Lexington was a highway, but when you moved there there 
weren’t any streets there.  

A: Oh yea, Lexington was a highway always.  

Q: But I mean Chatsworth and Roselawn were not.  

A: No we never had no roads for quite a few years and the mail we used to get on Roselawn and 
Chatsworth. It was Chatsworth but there were no street. You couldn’t come up from Larpentuer onto 
our place. In the wintertime there would be snow was so high the snowplow couldn’t get through. 
They would plow as far as they could and then they, like I say change, the county come with a rotary 
snowplow which they had to use to open the roads. They use to get snowdrifts on the street as high 
as this and just the ordinary snowplows didn’t have no place to push so they had to just leave it go 
until the rotary could go around and open the road.  

Q: Different today.  

A: Oh, yea.  

Q: What did they use to build the streets when they first brought them in? Did they have trucks or 
did they build them before there were trucks to build the streets?  

A: They used trucks and the guys had cats which they got and still use. It’s nothing to build a 
street today. Like it was and of course they anybody had any land on them streets it was also as 
assessed to the property for the street.  

Q: Still is.  

A: Yea.  
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Q: If you could make any changes you wanted to, what would you do?  

A: Oh, I don’t know.  

Q: What do you think would make Roseville a better place to live?  

A: I don’t know. I thought it was all right all this while I guess it will be all right for a little while 
longer.   

Q: There isn’t anything that you would like to see changed?  

A: No.  

Q: Nothing at all?   

A: Change you can’t work any more so there is no use talking about making a change. What can I 
do I can’t do nothing no more. My working days is over.  

Q: But there is more to life than work, Herman.  

A: I don’t know.  

Q: Is there anything that I haven’t asked you that you think people need to know.  

A: Do what?  

Q: Is there anything, any question, that I haven’t asked you that you think I should have asked?  

A: Well, I don’t know I think you got it pretty well covered.  

Q: We were going to talk about Duluth.  

A: Duluth there used to be an awful high on vegetables Duluth and all over. The Twin Cities, St. 
Paul, and Minneapolis market were the big growers and it was mostly shipped out of here and so 
therefore Duluth and the whole northwest iron range people hauled the stuff up there by truck but 
they couldn’t because there were no roads. Then when the roads came then the trucks came and 
that made a big change. You would take vegetables up to Duluth. Roseville, well not Roseville, the 
whole Twin Cities the metropolitan area was all in vegetable growing mostly.   

Q: You hauled too?  

A: Well I only made two trips. One trip when they had 61 Hwy finished in the fall I made one trip 
and the next year I made another trip and there was more produce sold cheaper then I sold it here 
So I gave it up.  

Q: It wasn’t worth while? Martha told me that you grew some rather usual vegetables. She told me 
about salsify.  

A: Salsify, yep.  

Q: I don’t even know what it is.  

A: I used to grow salsify. It is still a big issue to eat that salsify, another thing is parsley root, a lot 
of people look for and today a good market looks for those things because there are so many 
people that buy it but supermarket don’t handle it. Because it is too minor for them.  

Q: How do you use it? What do you do?  

A: Like with salsify you mean? It is much the same thing as carrots. You cut them and peel them 
and cut them up and cook them and cream them. It has what do you call a flavor.  

Q: Black radishes?  
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A: Oh, yea black radishes. There were a lot of people that paid money for them. There are a lot of 
them kind of things that people are really looking for them and they can’t find them. I think there will 
be a change that somebody will have a market where they will have them, all of those things.  

Q: What other kinds of things would fit into those categories? I have never seen a black radish.  

A: Oh, yea I raised a lot of them. Not a lot of them because you couldn’t sell a lot of them to say it 
was a lot was because there were many that used them. The children were great for black radishes.  

Q: These were things that you knew you could sell because no one else was raising them?  

A: It kind of upset the people that want that stuff they can’t find it because it so then anybody that 
got it you can’t sell it because you don’t know the people that want it. Someday I think this whole 
thing will take care of itself that the people that want it will know where to go and find these odd 
vegetables.  

Q: Did you advertise?  

A: Huh?  

Q: Did you advertise?  

A: No, people just came along the market and then look through there on Saturdys and they 
would see this black radish and say, “That’s what I’ve been looking for.” Salsify been looking for, 
parsley root. They were a minor thing but a lot of people want them.  

Q: Celery root.  

A: Celery root is another one.  

Q: The people then would come back the next week because they knew that you had it?  

A: The next week the guy ain’t there so you can’t buy it from him. It would be stabilized so they 
would know who handles that stuff all the time. They could buy it every week but the way it is it’s not 
stabilized.  

Martha: Another word for salsify is oyster clam. The vegetarians wanted the oysters.  

A; I have one other story I would like you to tell me and that is about how you changed from the 
St. Paul market to the Minneapolis market.  

A: I got mad at them.  

Q: But why did you get mad at them?  

A: The reason I got mad was that I use to sell Christmas trees at the market and they rented to 
me the whole shed and then when time came they only gave me half. So I said if that is the way you 
do business you can keep it. Then I moved over to Minneapolis.  

Q: And never went back to St. Paul?  

A: No, I guess not.  

Martha: Grandpa-- 

Q: Why did your dad go back your dad went to Minneapolis and then he went to St. Paul, why did 
he go?  

A: Why, because St. Paul when I thought Minneapolis he went to Minneapolis was better market 
but Minneapolis they didn’t have any Jews, they were all Swedes. My father couldn’t talk very good 
English. My pa went to St. Paul because the peddlers they all not all but the majority of them were 
Swedes. Not all of them of course.  

Q: So it was a question of the language and being able to communicate with the customers.   
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A: My pa went to Minneapolis and they told him to go at Minneapolis and coming home he didn’t 
know the way home. They say that the horse knows the way but the horse didn’t know the way 
either. He asked anybody all the way he went which way to St. Paul, nobody could tell him. When 
he would get to the river there would be no bridge so he finally found it. When he seen some of 
these big mills he recognized them. Out east Minneapolis at that time.   

Q: How about ordering pork chops for breakfast - your dad?  

A: He didn’t know, he couldn’t tell them what he wanted and so a guy come and told him that if 
you want eat breakfast just tell them you want pork chops you will get something to eat. Pork chops 
for breakfast.  

Q: I don’t think for me that would be a good idea. Is there anything that I should ask you that I 
haven’t? Anything else that you want to tell?  

A: I think you covered me pretty well.  

Q: You think so?  

A: Yea. Try again sometime maybe you can cover me better yet.  

Q: Martha wants me to ask you about going to school and not being able to speak English.  

A: That’s it. I went to school I couldn’t talk English.  

Q: You went to school in a couple of different schools.  

A: When I went to school I went to Lake Owasso that was across from the schoolhouse. You pick 
it up fast when you are a kid.  

Q: Then you went to District 10 for a year too?  

A: District 10 for about a year I guess. Then I went to Como school. That is where I graduated.  

Q: By that time you could speak good English.  

A: Oh, yea, that was quite a few years. See I was in 5th grade when I went to Como school. It was 
one of the best schools in the country. They had Como school was built where teachers only had 
one subject you know. A and B. The class would split. The kids that couldn’t catch on instead of 
failing them for a whole year they would only fail them for half of year.  

Q: Well I think we should stop unless there is something else that you think?  

A: That all depends on what I should think. You would think if I live awhile I would think about 
something to interest you.  

Q: You did a good job.  

A: I did the best I could.  

Q: That’s all any body ever expects of anybody.   

A: I was glad to do it for you.  

Q: Okay, Herman. (background talking) Howard asked about daring your dad to go off a trestle 
one Sunday.  

A: Well, you see that was another thing, when they built, I can’t remember all the details I can’t 
always keep get that but Larpentuer across the they had a trestle these railroads up it. My pa would 
go across along side the railroad. My pa says Sunday I says I walked higher places like that in 
Switzerland and pretty soon he was walking on this maze, across this trestle in his Sunday clothes, 
all full of oit.  

Q: Well thank you you have been marvelous.  
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A: I’m glad you liked it.  

Q: I think what we should do about the pictures, let’s let Herman talk about the pictures seeing as 
we have audio anyway. Does that make sense and then we can, I am wondering where you are on 
the tape? (background talking) This says grandpa on the cap. When was this picture taken Herman, 
the tomatoes 1980’s.  

A: I don’t know. Must say it on the back.  

Q: That must have been just before you retired. Do you want me to stretch them in the front? This 
is the truck . The back it says first load of vegetables to Duluth. 
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