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Q: Today is the 15th of October and we are at CTV and we are doing our Pioneer 
Portraits for the 50th Anniversary of Roseville and this is Don Salverda. So why don’t we 
start off, Don, by you describing how you and your family came out here.  

A: Well I appreciate that Mary, and I congratulate you on the interviews that you are 
doing. It sounds like a very interesting program that you are putting together for the 50th 
Anniversary. But I first moved to Roseville when I was 10 years old in 1946. My parents 
have lived at Como Lake or the north side or the east side of Como Lake and the family 
which was my father, my mother, I was the oldest of three, my younger sister and my 
younger brother - we moved to Roseville, we lived on County Rd C just west of Dale Street. 
That was in 1946 and I was in the fourth grade. It was January, I believe, of ’46 and I left the 
Como Elementary School to come here. Went to Lake Owasso District 24 Elementary 
School and the school had three classrooms. The first and second grade were together. The 
third, fourth, and fifth were together. The sixth, seven, and eighth grade was together. My 
teacher was Mrs. Schmidt, who taught the third, fourth, and fifth grades. Mrs. O’Keefe 
taught the sixth, seventh, and eighth, and Mrs. Olson, Josephine Olson taught the first and 
second grade. But that its how I happen to come to Roseville or when I came to Roseville.  

Q: It wasn’t too much after that that the schools consolidated?  

A: Correct.  

Q: So where did you go to high school?  

A: I went to Central High School and graduated in 1954. We were the last class that was 
bused to the City schools, because we were a year ahead of Ramsey which was in 
construction in early 50’s. And the first Ramsey class graduated in 1955. There was a steel 
strike that year. We would have been, my class of 1954, would have been the first graduating 
class but because of the steel strike enrollments were delayed a year. But I would like to go 
back to grade school to share with you an antecdotal story and that is back in those days 
which was the late 40’s. Specifically 1948, we in the suburban elementary schools had a 
softball league and each grade school would have a softball team. There was District 10 
which was the Lexington School, District 29 which was McCarron Lake school, District 8 
which was over in Maplewood, District 14B and a number of others. But we were District 
24 Lake Owasso school and we happened to win the championship that year. In fact I even 
brought a picture along that you might be interested in showing this. This was the 50 years 
ago 1948 the Ramsey County suburban or rural softball league championship. We had three 
8th graders on the team, we had three 7th graders, 2 sixth graders, I was the sixth grade and 
1 fourth grader. In fact, the fourth grader Ron Coston went on to be perhaps the biggest 
athlete of the group. When I was in the University of Minnesota where he was a star baseball 
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player and he became a high school coach and basketball player and became the basketball 
coach at Highland and did a very, very good there and only recently retired. But little Mr. 
Ron Coston was fourth grader at the time. But anyway that is a picture of our team and I 
thought you would like to see that.  

Q: That is really kind of neat. It’s kind of fun to see the kids in their uniforms and the 
older school buildings.  

A: Yea, right. Very good team. What the school buildings looked like.  

Q: Lot of competition.  

A: Right. But getting back to your question regarding high school, we were bused the 
buses came the big yellow or orange buses picked us up at our homes and bused us up to 
Central. It was interesting to ride the buses, because then we moved from obviously grade 
school to expanding our friendships meeting kids and other students from other schools I 
met the District 10 people and some of those students became my better friends in high 
school.  

Q: Now that must have been one of the first years there was busing though?  

A: That’s a good question. I don’t really know when the busing started. Prior to, a couple 
of years I was involved there I know students had an option of going to Washington high 
school, a number of them went to Murray, some went to Wilson, but the years I was in high 
school it seemed almost mandatory to go to Central.  

Q: You walked to elementary school?  

A: Well, actually I lived about ¾ of a mile from elementary school. We would walk 
sometimes, bike sometimes, but in the winter time, my uncle, who lived a couple of houses 
away would always drive a carload of kids. That was Bill Salverda, the well driller, who lived 
on County Rd C a couple of houses away.  

Q: What did your dad do?  

A: My dad, we came to Roseville, he was an electrician and he worked for Warren Sign 
Company. He worked for Reliable Electric Company in Minneapolis as an electrician but as 
he was in his 40’s he had a heart attack so he had to cut back doing that and he became an 
electrical inspector. He was the electrical inspector for a number of the suburban cities. In 
fact, Roseville was one of his clients or customer / clients I suppose. He was also the 
inspector of Arden Hills, Shoreview, North Oaks. So that was his business he was the 
electrical inspector and then as he grew older and I believe it was in 1958 he decided to - 
there was a vacancy on the County Board of Commissioners. Lucille Blank who had been 
the Commissioner had decided to run for State Legislature and so the office was vacant. My 
father was one of half a dozen people that filed for the office and fortunately he won. He 
served in that office then for sixteen years.  

Q: What kinds of activities was he involved with on the County level?  

A: My father was a very colorful man. Some of the people who are watching this video 
probably knew of him but he was very visible, because of an old car he drove and various 
parades and other activities he did. He had an old stuffed horse which was mounted on the 
back of a trailer and he would ride on that the trailer on the horse with a six gun and would 
shoot balloons. A very unusual thing for a person to do. Very colorful man. From the 
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standpoint of his public service, he was a very honest man very interested in the 
environment and a hardworking man. I was very proud of his honesty and integrity that he 
held, and always maintained during office and he was a very hard worker. He did a lot for 
kids, fishing contests, dog races, mutt races. He did a lot of good things for the community.  

Q: This was in the ’50s?  

A: Right this would be in the 50s and the 60s, correct.  

Q: What he represented Roseville then as a commissioner as did you?  

A: Right, a little bit about my background. I became a mechanical engineer. I went to the 
University after high school and in fact another interesting point you might be interested in - 
while I was going to college I was also a Roseville police officer. At that time the Roseville 
police department was just getting started. It was a part time department Ray Gonyea 
became the first chief, Art Johnson was involved, and Artjean Tredder was a Sergeant but 
they wanted applicants to be these part time police officers. I was in one of the first groups 
that became an officer and that would have been in 1958, 59, and 60. I worked night shifts, 4 
hours one night and then two nights later 5 hours. We always had two patrolmen in a car. 
My partners were Ron Flannigan and Ron Sevard. Ron Sevard went on to become a full 
time cop - police officer. Many interesting memories of those years but the department 
evolved then into a full time department. My cousin Dick who was in the very, very first 
group of officers went to become a full time officer and was there until his career ended 
with retirement here a couple of years ago.  

Q: What kind of training did you have to go through to be a cop?  

A: That’s interesting. The training now is a lot stronger and a lot better than it was then. 
In those years, after we passed the written tests and we deemed to be qualified --  short 
interview but then once we were the decision was made that we would be employed. Then it 
was the case of riding around with the Sergeant, Sergeant Tredder, to observe and work 
under his guidance. Because there were always two officers in the squad car, the rookie 
would always be with a more senior officer. The training then was nothing what it is today.  

Q: All on the job?  

A: Oh, yes, all on the job. It was interesting because you see the underside of a 
community. During the day time, you see all the good things that happen, but when you are 
in a squad car at night you hear about all the domestic problems and there is just an 
underside of every community that you are exposed to. That was a very good education for 
me too. To have that experience but I chose not to become a full time officer because I had 
my engineering degree and went to work for Standard Oil Company which is my first major 
employer.  

Q: Standard Oil?  

A: Standard Oil right. Then I moved out of Roseville for two years. I was transferred to 
South Dakota and lived in Aberdeen, South Dakota for a couple of years. One thing that I 
did, another thing I did from the standpoint of perspective here, is the community’s 
organizations were just getting organized in the 50’s. The Jaycee’s as an example started in 
1956. Vern Heine who was the charter president I believe was on the police commission 
back in those years. But the chapter started a very humble beginning and I happened to have 
the option of being the president in 1963 and 1964. The year I returned to Roseville from 
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South Dakota and our chapter at that time was you know up in the 80s for members and we 
had a dynamic chapter. We got over 100 in members. Some of the things we did that year I 
might point out was very instrumental. The development of Roseville Central Park. In fact I 
even brought a -  

Q: we will tape the brochure afterwards Don.  

A: Yea, okay. We talk about that a little bit but the City organization were just getting up 
and rolling, the Lions Club and the Kiwanis Club. There is a lot of activity there.  

Q: Why don’t you talk about how the Jaycees started Central Park, talk about that?  

A: Well, Central Park had been - the City had purchased a number of park lands and 
Frank Rog was relatively new at that time as the Parks Director. Coming to Roseville from 
Rice and Lawson, and he was in our Jaycee Chapter. As a Jaycee Chapter, we were very 
interested in having a project that would challenge on group on a long term basis. So a 
committee was appointed to examine different possibilities as to what the chapter could do 
to meet some community needs that would be long term in duration. What evolved out of 
that committee and let me point out that Frank Rog was on the committee, Larry Carlson 
was our External Vice President, and Jack Chestnut was a past President of our club. I 
happened to be president that year. They came up with plan that maybe if the City of 
Roseville would somehow lay out a master plan for Central Park, then volunteer 
organizations could come into the park and do various projects like plant some trees or build 
a picnic shelter. It would lay out really an opportunity for the various city organizations to 
take action. That was the plan. So we went to the council and the council did in fact hire the 
architect, the landscape architect. They did lay out the plan and that was the start of 
everything. A short time later the Central Park foundation evolved and we wanted a person 
to head that up who had community clout, had visibility and could get things done and 
Marie Slawik evolved as the logical person to chair that. She was very, very receptive to 
chairing that foundation. Then we had the surplus ball and -- I feel very, very good that the 
original spark that kind of start the program along evolved out of the Jaycee project. I felt 
good about that.  

Q: A lot of change since then.  

A: Oh yes, well the park has been phenomenal. Organizations changed, community has 
changed but Central Park has been a major part of Roseville and the volunteer sector out 
here for many, many years. Frank Rog had done an excellent job in helping to orchestrate a 
lot of those programs and Bob Bierscheid is doing a wonderful job now and carrying on 
some of those traditions and a lot of new innovation, things like that. But a lot of it started 
way back in the early 60’s.  

Q: Your dad was county commissioner, you were a county commissioner, I am 
interested in hearing how the County and the City have worked together and the kinds of 
things they have been able to jointly because your terms cover a very wide span of years?  

A: That’s a very good question. My father retired in 1974 and I had some pretty strong 
encouragement to succeed him. I really was not that interested, but as I looked at where I 
was at in my life the opportunity perhaps would not come along again, so I decided to run. I 
ran and then I enjoyed the work. I was there for 18 years through 1992. But during those 
years, it was very, very obvious that the City and County, the School district, you have to 
collaborate. You have to cooperate to get things done. These are not three separate entities 
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but you know a lot of collaborative work was done in park development, road development 
and things like that. During of course in my tenure, every week I would have a constituent 
meeting over at different places, but most of the time it was right over here at Har Mar at 
Farrells, they have changed the name obviously through the years. We would meet every 
Friday morning and the City would always come, so I felt very good about some of that 
interjurisdictional communication and cooperation. But I think it continues and as we look 
to the future there will more of that I’m sure.  

Q: There has to be.  

A: Yes. Tax payers have there is a finite number.  

Q: Exactly. Another Jaycee project that was begun was the Miss Roseville project.  

A: That is interesting and thank you for bringing that up. We - back now to 1963 / 1964 
the Miss Roseville pageant was not under the auspices of the Jaycees prior to that time and 
very honestly as a president I wanted that project under the auspices of the Jaycees, so we 
went to the chamber and asked if we could do the pageant and they said yes. In fact, Ray 
Parker was the president of the chamber in that year. We had to learn how to do a pageant. I 
and some of the Jaycee members again we membered over 100 members at that time, we 
would go to Forest Lake and various communities. I wrote to the Miss American program to 
apply as part of their overall programming and then we were going to have our first project 
the first pageant. Roger Nelson was the chairman of the project and then we had to get 
candidates for the project because we wanted this to be a first class pageant, we wanted a 
first class representative for our community. To go out to the communities and representing 
Roseville. Milo Gaul suggested a couple of girls, in fact, this one lady who happened to be a 
freshman at the U was highly recommended to be in our pageant. We ended up with, I 
suppose 8 different candidates and the person that Milo recommended happened to be Loni 
Anderson and nobody in the Jaycees really know who Loni Anderson was at that time. At 
that time she was a freshman at the University and actually I tracked her down. She 
happened to be in Florida on vacation when we were heading towards the cut off date for 
applications and suggested to her that she has been encouraged to run or to enter the 
pageant which she said she would graciously do. Then she was a candidate and I remember 
the night very well, she won the swimsuit, the evening gown, and the talent and became Miss 
Roseville. Back in those years they did not go directly from the local pageant to the State 
Pageant - there was a regional pageant. Loni won that along with Miss Fridley. That pageant 
was a regional runoff in Princeton and that narrowed the field then and the regional winners 
then would participate in the Miss Minnesota Pageant. The Miss Minnesota Pageant was in 
June in Austin and we were down there promoting Loni as best we could. She did not win 
but she became the first runner up. Barbara Hasselberg that year was Miss Bloomington won 
the pageant. Loni was the first runner up and ultimately Loni married Bruce Hasselberg who 
was Barbara’s older brother and it was kind of interesting. She didn’t get Miss Minnesota but 
she became a Mrs. Brother of Miss Minnesota. That is an interesting story and as years go by 
you watch careers develop and I’ve obviously followed Loni’s career to Hollywood and the 
stardom that she has achieved. Its always interesting and think back and remember the start 
on little piece of her career. That is an interesting story. Thank you for bringing that up.  

Q: It’s kind of nice to have a successful year the first year.  
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A: Oh yes, in fact two years later Charlotte Simms, who is now Charlotte Olien, she was 
Miss Roseville and she became Miss Minnesota, so in a stretch of a couple of years Roseville 
was well represented at the Miss Minnesota pageant. Interesting history.  

Q: Your -- we talked a little bit about your dad and his electrical work, but your uncle 
was the well driller that lived next?  

A: Right, Bill Salverda, in fact picking up on that there were four Salverda sons -- 
Grandfather Salverda and the four sons. The oldest of the four sons was Henry Salverda 
who lived down by B and Dale Street. He died rather early in life. John Salverda was the 
next oldest. John lived up in Mc Grath, Minnesota. John is Dick’s father and John served a 
short stint on the Roseville City Council himself in the 50’s I believe. The late 50’s I believe, 
I don’t know the exact year. Bill Salverda was probably the most visible of the four. Bill was 
a well driller. Bill’s father, my grandfather, was a well driller also so Bill carried on that 
tradition. Many of the wells that were drilled in Roseville and the whole north suburban area 
were Bill Salverda wells. Interestingly, his son Bill Jr. has carried on the tradition, currently in 
Forest Lake. He is a big well driller up there. Bill Jr.’s son is carrying on the tradition, Wesley, 
is carrying on the tradition there. Bill Salverda was a very, very big visible name in the area. 
He lived on County Rd C and Bill Salverda had two children. Ilene who is a big horse lady 
and he went onto marry horseman Chuck Halverson but they were very, very big in 
horseback riding. Ilene had established a big name for herself - the old Circle S Ranch and 
other horseback riding episodes and then Bill Salverda was the other son but yes. My father 
was the youngest one of the four and he was the electrical inspector and obviously was very 
visible as the County Commissioner.  

Q: But the two brothers would have been pretty visible as Roseville exploded over the 
years?  

A: Oh, yes, they were very visible.  

Q: One building the one digging the wells because there was no water system and the 
other one – 

A: Yea, the other one was an electrical inspector and ultimately the County 
Commissioner. So yes, there are some roots there.  

Q: Tell us a little bit about Character Counts?  

A: Character Counts, that is interesting, that is not a 50 year old project.  

Q: No, but I think it has some roots in the 50-years ago, doesn’t it?  

A: Well, I think our society is groping for character right now. We read and hear about 
on a daily basis some of the problems connected with character, or at the highest level of 
office. But a number of years ago a man by the name Michael Josephson was an attorney 
and he made quite a bit of money as an attorney and in the publishing business, I believe. He 
took a million dollars of his own money and set up his own foundation called the Michael 
Jospehson Institute for Ethics in California. They are promoting ethical behavior across the 
country. There is a lot of ethics legislation that they are people behind the scenes. A number 
of years ago they though based on kind of a the moral vacuum of America that they should 
pull leaders together from various organizations. The school system, the youth organizations, 
and talk about maybe a common theme or a common denominator of terms or principles 
that everyone could rally around to enhance the character development of kids. They ended 
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up with what became a coalition of various national organizations and they call themselves 
the Character Counts Coalition, which is a division of the Josephson Institute and they have 
rallied around 6 pillars of characters, self-respect, trustworthiness, good citizenship. Six 
different pillars and they have put together curriculum materials that hopefully school 
teachers will use, Sunday School teachers, youth leaders. It’s a wonderful concept and it ties 
in well with the Community Assets Program or the Search Foundation, the Search Institute 
locally here in Minneapolis. I was at a meeting just last week as a matter of fact that 3M 
sponsored and Michael Josephson was there as the speaker to talk about putting together a 
Character Counts Coalition in the metropolitan area primarily in the St. Paul area. And that 
is the very concept that we in the Rotary Club that we had pursued a couple of years ago. 
Maybe this is the timing for recharging of that whole program. The concept is to enhance 
the character and moral fiber of youth in by so doing that, it will positively affect the adults 
that are working in the program and hopefully it will meet a tremendous need of our times.  

Q: As I look at your family and think about the amount of service that you provided, 
your dad, and you, and the other people in the family, I think that it shows what how 
character passes on throughout the generations.  

A: I appreciate your comment on that although there are a lot of people that have put in 
volunteer efort throughout the north suburban area. Yourself included. This is a wonderful, 
wonderful community for volunteerism. In fact, it is one of the few communities that even 
recognizes volunteer leadership which is a whole other point here. Yes, people do make an 
impact. Sometimes we don’t really understand the magnitude of that impact with the things 
that we do, but we are all in this together. I think we are very interdependent as far as the 
societies of people go, and I am very proud of the energy of my uncles and my dad and the 
contributions that they made. I have always felt that the Salverda name has represented 
honesty and hard work and I think those are two qualities that, you know, we want in people 
so I feel good about your comment.  

Q: Are there any other things that we should talk about? Then we will come back and 
tape the pictures and some of the stuff that you brought here.   

A: Well, I don’t know I have to think about that a little bit here. You know the 
community is going through change. Fifty years ago it was a change from a rural to a 
suburban community. Now there is a lot of redevelopment going on. I think you know that 
the age of community leadership seems to be getting older and I think there is a need for 
younger people to get involved and pick up the baton. A lot of change is taking place but I 
think the bottom line is Roseville is a very, very solid community. There are solid from the 
standpoint of the quality people that live here, the school system, the park system, and 
people can be proud of the fact that they live in Roseville. I have always felt proud of that. I 
was very active in the Jaycees and ran for state office in the Jaycees but I always proud of 
saying that I was from Roseville. Even when I was on the County Board I felt proud of the 
fact that I was from Roseville. It’s a wonderful community so thank you for the interview 
here. I like sharing some of this.  

Q: Are there any topic areas, if you want to look at your crib sheet everything that I had 
on mine we have talked about otherwise we will have Mary come and tape the pictures and 
things.  

A: No I think we hit most of it I guess. Maybe you have 5 minutes in there that are 
worthy of noting.  
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Q: Mary, do you want to come in and we will get the pictures? Oh, we have had so many 
people.  

A: Do you want to sit down on the floor? Sure.  

Q: Mary, you have to tell me about the glare here.  (background talking) Don if you want 
to look at the monitor if that would be easier for you.  

Don, do you want to start at one end and just tell us about it.  

A: That’s fine. Ready? Okay we will start in the back row again this is the Ramsey 
County Suburban or the Rural Ramsey County I should say Elementary school 1948 
Championship Softball team. Starting in the back row on the left the tall, blonde fellow is 
Gene Johnson, he was our first baseman, he was in the seventh grade. Second to the left is 
Chuck Frederick who was in the eighth grade. He was our pitcher. The next one the third 
from the left is Jerry Olson who was catcher and the right is Peter Rothstein who was our 
right fielder. He was in the 6th grade. In the front row the fellow on the left is David Clark 
who was in the 7th grade he was our second baseman, the next one is Ron Reiling we called 
him squirt he was in the 8th grade and he was our shortstop. Little fellow in the center is 
Ron Coston who was in the 4th grade he was our centerfielder. I’m the next one. Don 
Salverda and I was the third baseman and the 6th grade and the one on the right in the front 
is Bill McQuillan who was our left field and he was in the 7th grade.  

Q: Quite a handsome group of fellows.  

A: Another thing you might be interested in where they are today. As far as I know Gene 
Johnson is a carpenter around town here someplace. I haven’t seen Gene for years. Chuck 
Frederick lives in Omaha. He is in the financial security business. Jerry Olson lives in Forest 
Lake. He owned an autobody shop. I don’t know whatever happened to Peter Rothstein. 
Don’t know where Dave Clark is. Ron Reiling is as far as I know is a Ph.D. attorney or an 
engineer attorney. Patent attorney, he is in the east some place. Ron Coston is a retired 
school teacher. I’m a mechanical engineer but now in the consulting business. And Bill 
McQuillan just recently retired as the human services director of Pine County.  

Q: Which Reiling family is that?  

A: There were, good question, they lived on Horseshoe Drive. Patty Reiling is a nurse 
living in Phoenix was Ron’s little sister and there was another older brother who died, Jimmy 
Reiling. Now you are looking at the original Central Park “story of an idea” publication that 
was put together at the, if I could just point this out here, it starts with a story of an idea. It’s 
interesting you know the dots are thinking outside of the circle, thinking outside of the box, 
with the idea to develop the park. There are some names of the people. The idea gained 
momentum and you see evolving the logo of Central Park. I can’t see that from here. My 
angle isn’t quite right here. It isn’t for you either is it. The idea becomes a reality and starts to 
take shape and you can see this is after the plan was laid out and there were various 
opportunities for civil organizations to take on various projects. The Jaycee picnic shelter 
was there and is still in Central park and another project of the Jaycees many years ago, you 
might remember this and there was some controversy centered around this, was to have a 
rocket in the park. So the Jaycees were instrumental in getting that I think it was a 
Reddstone rocket but it was ultimately taken out of the park. A salute to the movers of the 
idea so here you have a list of the various organizations contributing commercial 
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organizations and a lot of contributes there and tomorrow is a motion. Again, this was a start 
and I give Frank Rog and Jack Chestnut and Larry Carlson and the Jaycees for starting this.  

Q: I have never seen this brochure before out of all of the literature I have found out.  

A: Well I will photocopy it if you want. That’s the back in the Jaycee years, we always 
had a plan of action. This was the plan of action for the year I was president 1963 / 1964. 
We, again, we had membership of well over 100 members. In fact, I have another scrap 
book here you might want to see some of the. This is was basically the plan of what we were 
going to do and this is a scrap book I put together about 10, 12, 15 years ago that we actually 
did. You will note that the Jaycees back in those years was a male organization. Now they 
have a lot of women. This is just random events. This is our kick off or our inaugural dinner. 
Joan Carlson was the president of the Mrs. Jaycees. Burt Clavon and Ron Earhardt both 
deceased at this time. This is Carol Keller, Carl Keller’s wife. The Mrs. Jaycees and a number 
of our members. Here is our membership rooster and there was an article in the paper about 
myself. I got a lot of publicity back then. There is our organization chart. Some of our old 
pictures. Ron Earhardt was active at the state level. We had just a lot of things happening. 
We met over at Har Mar Mall. The story of the idea. In fact this is the letter that Jack 
Chestnut sent to me telling about the presentation that he had made to the Roseville City 
Council. I put this together one time when we were going to have a fifteen-year reunion of 
the Jaycees and I has all of this in various folders. That was the reason to put together this 
scrap book. You can see some of the things here. Oh another thing, here is a picture of Fran 
Tarkenton. We had a recognition dinner honoring people that did things in the athletic 
world and we had Fran Tarkenton there as our speaker and that was interesting. You can see 
Frank Rog there. Let’s see what else here. We had an outstanding what we called a Bosses 
night. We also had an outstanding young citizen or outstanding young man program. We did 
a lot of things. Now we move into the Miss Minnesota program. This is the Miss Roseville 
program. Here we see Loni and Miss Minnesota who came from a pageant that time.  

Q: That’s Loni?  

A: Yea, that’s Loni. Jet black hair. She changed when she went to Hollywood. Loni 
Anderson as queen. Here is a nice little article that was in the St. Paul paper. Then onto the 
state pageant and here are some more pageant information. We are starting the Roseville 
Rose Society. That was a project. Roseville, we should have a Rose Society. We started that 
group by that dissolved after a number of years. We started the Gavel Club that year.  

Q: Which is still going.  

A: Yea, which is still going. We started in a new chapter in New Brighton and they have 
been a successful chapter for years. Here are some membership people. The Village Hall we 
had a project up there to tour the new village hall at that time. Let’s see, we collected 
Christmas trees. Big newspaper spread from Jaycee week. Here we are collecting Christmas 
trees. The Jaycees would go with a flatbed truck, collecting you know the Christmas trees 
after Christmas and we would have a big bonfire and one year somebody shot a flaming 
arrow into the bonfire or into the trees and it lit before it was supposed to be lit. Then we 
had to guard the trees after that. Interesting. Here we have the Miss Roseville pageant again 
and we had a Mr. Roseville, Ron Whitey was Mr. Roseville. There’s Loni again. And Jaycee 
activities. Here is Karl Keller, Loni, myself.  

Q: You heard me tell the story of how Karyl Place in there? Yes. (background talking – 
hard to understand some of it)  
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A: I did not know that. Here is a picture of Loni and yours truly at the banquet when I 
was the outgoing president.  

Q: Got to know her pretty well, Don.  

A: She was my date. Anyway, that was some of that. What else do we have here, but 
anyway that was and I followed her career a little bit but anyway that’s the.  

Q: What we will probably do with this is putting this together if we need to borrow 
something we will come back and do that. That's a good piece of history. I do want to look 
at some of these pictures of your dad.  

A: There are some other pictures of Loni in there you might be interested in too. This is, 
I don’t even know if she even knows I have all of this stuff, but here she is when she was 14. 
She might have been a little bit older than that. I have one in here I know when she was 
fourteen. There, that one right there. Here is another one when she was in high school there. 
This is all, I shouldn’t say junk, but stuff I had in my file. They are very memorable and they 
may be worth something someday I don’t know.   

Q: To Loni if nothing else.  

A: Do you know that, now this is totally off the record but, you know they are trying to 
raise some money for an arts facility at Kellogg and the people behind that program called 
me because they thought I had access to Loni. I tracked her down and called her office and I 
talked to her scheduling manager. She wouldn’t even return the call. One of the guys that 
was part of that project, flew out there to California and you couldn’t even get in to see her 
so I think she has really turned her back on Roseville which I think is terrible.  

Q: She graduated with my brother and he said that all she ever talked about was leaving. 
She wanted to get out of here.  

A: That’s my dad when he was I don’t how old. How old does he look there, 55, 60 
maybe? Don’t know the year of the picture. This is a picture of his old car with the Little 
Miss Roseville. Here is another picture of him when he was very active of setting fish loose 
in lakes and things like that working with the DNR. Very active in the mutt races. He was a 
very, very youth oriented guy. Here is another picture of he had an ice fishing contest with a 
young lady there and a dog. There is another shot of the fishing contest. This is another 
color shot of his old car with -  

Q: In a parade?  

A: Yea.  

Q: What is that building behind the car there?  

A: Good question, I don’t know what that is I don’t know where that would be.  I 
couldn’t find a picture of but he does have, okay this is a picture of the tower that fell down 
in 19 maybe 72 early 70’s. Planting some trees with the Ramsey County Game Warden. Here 
is another shot planting trees someplace. Kind of interesting with Roseville’s Plant-A-Tree 
program. He was into this big time. He always found a way to get his picture in the paper. 
He was very publicity oriented. This is a picture he put this on a Christmas card one year. 
And my mother I think just went along with some of this stuff. They were both good skaters 
and they skated you know he is pretty old here until they were pretty old. In fact my mother 
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was quite a swimmer she swam until her into her 70’s. This is the article that was in the 
Suburban news.  

Q: Date of the article this is for the tape is 3rd of January 1962.  

A: Yea, 62 I was out of town I was living in South Dakota that year so I didn’t really 
know much about that story or that situation. But anyway that is some history but it is all 
from my perspective but that is all you can ask for I guess.  

Q: And that’s why we had these interviews as Pat always says you can look at the books 
and give you one perspective but really history is a combination of a lot of people’s 
perspective. I have a twin sister and a brother who is 15 months older and we remember 
different things about growing up. And we are all the same age.  

A: Where are you from originally?  

Q: I’m from Southern Minnesota.  

A: What town?  

Q: A little town named Alden about 660 people. Very small town but we all remember 
different things. We all remember the same events but our take on the events is always 
different and we are all the same age.  

A: Well everybody has a perspective. Now your dad, you obviously remember his law 
enforcement days.  

Q: Oh , sure. He was a good cop. And the stories I heard are not repeatable. A lot of 
them, the stories even my brother when he served on the police force, they had the old 
station wagons you know where they would load you know they took people to the hospital 
and they took dead bodies to the morgue. My brother for years was terrified of bodies in the 
back and sitting up or whatever. You know you hear those stories and you know dad would 
take me to school in the squad car and would get a call and have to leave me on a corner 
somewhere. Call your mother to come and get you I can’t take you to this call. Yea, but 
there are all sorts of wonderful stories going out and shooting the guns. You know, dad 
would always go somewhere and shoot their guns off.  

A: This is just one little story but anyway I was working with Dick Flannagan in the early 
morning shift like 3 o’clock in the morning. That night on the radio we heard that there was 
somebody going around shooting the telephone booth cash boxes you know so they were 
stealing the money out of the telephone booths. We were sitting at the old Roseville lounge 
parking lot you know having a cup of coffee right by the Benjamin’s is now right across the 
street. We heard this shot it sounded like a shot and it was the telephone booth right down 
on Snelling and C on the northwest side of that corner. I said, “Dick, they got that phone 
booth.” So we charged down there and you know we have a shotgun on the right-hand side 
and we turned the corner and there were two people there in that booth. I thought we had 
those guys so we jumped out of the car with the shotgun and it was some poor old couple 
making a phone call. A truck had gone by and backfired and but anyway it scared the 
dickens out of me and scared the people and we had no idea. Just dumb little things like that. 
I never forgot that.  

Q: I wish before my dad passed away would write down a lot of the stories because it is 
such a wonderful story of how a town became a City but the cops were really a small town. 
Like you were saying, there was zero or little training and to think of how an officer then 
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after years on the force he would actually become a cop. They have wonderful stories. It is 
too bad that no one ever bothered to sit down and really talk about them.  That should be 
our next project the history of the Roseville police force because we should do it while a lot 
of them are still around.  

A: Yea, that would a very interesting video to make just the history of the Roseville PD.  

Q: Cause I’m sure a lot of the people don’t know who Howard Johnson was and I 
always think of looking at the picture in the police department and he was like an uncle to 
me.  

A: I remember playing softball with him. He was a very good softball player. It was such 
a terrible, terrible death. It was such a dumb thing too you know.  

Q: They usually are though aren’t they?  

A: If you remember the story it was a robbery or something over at Rosedale and he 
chased the guy over the fence and the yard there on, I don’t even remember whoes yard it 
was. It was Bruce Russell who was shot down there on Roselawn. That was a terrible one 
too. Now there is a Ramsey County Sheriff that was killed on Victoria when you are going 
south from County Rd D you know, and you hit Lake Owasso and make the turn, but he 
was chasing a guy, the cop or the sheriff rather, he couldn’t make the turn and his car rolled 
over and he was killed at that intersection. Also I remember as a little kid in grade school, 
there was a plane crash out on Victoria - a guy was you know flying his airplane low and 
crashed right in the back yard of the houses there just north of C2 on Victoria on the west 
side of the street. I remember you know everybody after school we rode our bikes up there 
to see this. And I remember the major car accident on Hwy 36 when the baseball players, I 
don’t know if you remember that crash, east of Dale Street. This is back in the northern 
league days. These are all athletes. Baseball players that played for like Duluth and Wausau 
and they were transported by bus and they had a head on collision with a trailer truck and 
there was a whole slug of them killed. That was a major, major accident.  

Q: Where they a Minnesota team?  

A: No, I think they were traveling through.  

Q: Out on Hwy 36?  

A: Yea, but they were traveling through.  

Q: It was two lanes at that point?  

A: Yea, correct it was a head-on collision. The semi crossed the line. Yea, kinda out in 
front of Ken Faybyanske’s house if you know where Ken used to live. Its between Rice and. 
Another major, major accident on 36 one time was a group of high school teenagers were hit 
in a head-on there and I think 6 of them were killed. That was a major accident too back in 
the early 60’s mid 60’s. We don’t have good luck with all of our vehicles. This was fun. I 
didn’t really know where this was going to go or how this was going to go. I don’t bite. I 
know that.  
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