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Q: This is the 50th Anniversary Pioneer Portrait Scrapbook and today we are talking 
with Elizabeth Benson.  We are at CTV.  Elizabeth, why don’t you tell us how you came to 
come to Rose township.   

A: Well I am Elizabeth Benson now I was Betty Mae Fuller and I came to Rosetown 
when I was 5 days old.   

Q: Wow.   

A: So I have been here my whole life which is 70 year plus a little bit and it has always 
been home.  Out of the 70 plus years, 4 years I lived in Europe because my husband was in 
the service but its always been my home.  My mail and everything its my home and I was 
fortunate really I live on the same lot I lived on then.  New house new trees and things but 
the same lot.  I hope to stay there forever because its home and I can sit and just watch all 
the changes that have gone on around me.  I am overwhelmed sometimes by it.   

Q: What are some of the changes that you recall over the last?   

A: Well, when I as far as back as I can remember is you know we just had houses on one 
side of the street and we all had ½ acre lots and of course there was no water or sewer.  We 
had cesspools not even septic tanks we had cesspools and we had our own well. The street 
was just gravel and very few cars of the maybe 16 houses that we had on our block from 
Hamline to Fernwood on Garden Ave there might have been 6 – 7 cars and we knew 
everybody that had a car. The rest of us that didn’t have a car my parents didn’t have a car 
and my dad worked in the City of St. Paul walked up to Hoyt and Hamline where the St. 
Paul street cars wind around and ride downtown.  Of course I did that even till I went to 
high school to Murray there was no busing to school or anything like that it was you found 
your own way.  The older boys hitchhiked along Larpenteur and the we girls walked up and 
used our tokens 7 ½ cents and transferred on Como Ave and went to high school.  Early 
years, I can remember them just being happy years living in the country.  We lived in the 
country.  Across the street from me was a huge field and a corn field in the summer time. 
The hill toward Fernwood we played ball on took the push lawn mowers and cut the grass 
and played ball on and it was while we were in Europe 51 through 55 they came and took 
our hill down.  They filled the valley with the hill sand and dirt and they built Rose Vista 
Apartments.  When we came home in 55 here we had apartments we could see them but 
they were away but our hill was down.  So that was a big change for us in the 50’s but until 
then before then it was just country and I still am a little bit afraid of the dark.  But I can’t 
remember ever being scared of walking home from somebody’s house or riding my bike 
home.  At that time if you visited a friend I had to go to Roselawn and Fernwood which was 
a quarter mile one way and a quarter mile the other mile a half mile and we didn’t even have 
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street lights then.  But I can’t ever remember being afraid.  We walked to school.  Even in 
the winter time.  Bundled up and we didn’t have these modern clothes that windbreakers 
and things like that.  You had wool ski pants you know the wind went right through wool ski 
pants but of course we had long under on underneath and then long socks on and our ski 
pants on and rubber boots scarfs, mittens, mittens inside of mittens.  My mother use to knit 
us mittens every winter we had new mittens and we put mittens inside of mittens but we 
made it to school.  And I don’t think we ever missed school.  Once in awhile there wouldn’t 
be school we had to listen to the radio if there was more than 20 below we could stay home.  
I don’t know if everybody stayed home but if you figure we lived on Garden and Hamline 
and the school was at B and Lexington that is quite aways.  Hamline to Lexington is a ½ 
mile and Garden to B is ¾ mile so that is a long ways for little ones to walk.  But we did it 
because you had to go to school.  That was in those days I can vaguely remember people 
saying you had to go to school until you were sixteen.  Now I think some of the boys only 
went to school until 8th grade kinda because they worked on the truck farms but everybody 
in our class went to high school either to Washington or Murray.  I just think it was a good 
place to grow up it was fun.  Though we didn’t have a whole lot I can remember being 
happy.  I only think I was scared my brothers would scare me in the dark because that was 
fun for them but it made me kinda scared.  I like it here.   

Q: The school you went to District 10.  

A: District 10.   

Q: How many others nearby did you walk with to school how many were in your group?   

A: Well, down our street at the time we went to school I think there was only my older 
brother he was 3 years ahead of me and my younger brother was a year behind me and that’s 
all I can remember on our block.  Behind us on Hamline there was the Capt family which 
had quite a few but many of them were older.  I think there is only two around my older 
brothers age even that were older than I were.  They kind of cut through the back kinda so I 
can remember walking with my brothers.  Of course we walked Garden to the country road 
which was Fernwood which was gravel walk straight out Fernwood until Cty Rd B and of 
course along Fernwood there were a lot of little swamps.  They have all been filled in with 
houses built on them.  Then up B and down to the school but the school grounds at the 
time we went to school were very small.  It just went around the school.  It didn’t come way 
back to Eldridge.  Yea, Eldridge there.   

Q: But it covered the whole length on Cty Rd B?   

A: No, because it was a Strury Farm a big Strury house was on the corner so it only went 
if you remember the old merry-go-round on that side of the school.  There was just a 
playground a small playground with the playgrounds equipment in it and then there was the 
Strury house, the big farm house, and those huge maple, or maple, the poplar trees that are 
still there lined the side of the their property so there was room.  Lexington didn’t always go 
all the way.   

Q: What about along B wasn’t the ball field –  

A: along B I think it only went about half the area it does now.  Cause there was a 
ballfield out there but it wasn’t very far out at that time so the school grounds were not that 
big.   

Q: How many people in your class?   
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A: 10 – 5 girls 5 boys and then every other year you had a different class.  Of course 
when I was in the sixth grade I had to have my brother in the fifth grade which aarrgh and 
then when I was in the seventh grade oh goodness I was in a room all by myself.  With the 
eighth graders but without my brother.  But when I was in the eighth grade he was in the 
seventh grade. There was 10 of us that went to 5 girls 5 boys and if you don’t think you get 
called a lot in class go to a class where there is only 10 you were always called on because the 
teacher always got down ten.   

Q: What was your favorite class?   

A: Math.  I’ve always liked to work with figures.  I am the worlds worse speller.   I still 
dig in the dictionary every I write letters something that doesn’t look right so I dig out the 
dictionary.  Most of the time its right but it just doesn’t look right.  Numbers I can work 
with numbers.   

Q: Why don’t you tell us a little bit about the examination that you had to take to get out 
of school?   

A: Well, when we were in eighth grade and this was probably in the middle of the eighth 
grade after the new year of the eighth grade we had to take I don’t know what they called 
them state board tests or something to see if we could pass.  And we would take these they 
were timed tests all printed out.  The teacher would look at her watch or look at the big 
clock and tell us to start and we would turn them over and start.  Then we would have so 
long to do them and they were English, verbs, nouns, things like that you worked with.  
Math problems these ones that Johnny walked 10 minutes and he got this far how far could 
he get in so many other minutes problems that you had to work out.  Of course we were all 
scared to death of them and of course in those years they taught geography and we had to 
know all of our continents and things like that.  I couldn’t name them now but we had to 
know where.  I still know when the news talks about something Oh I know what part of the 
world its in where a lot of the young people don’t know now.  I think in a country school we 
got a very good education.  Very very good education because when I went to Murray and 
we were country kids and called country kids but in the classes I had a lot of that stuff in the 
seventh and eighth grade that I took at Murray that the City kids didn’t have.  I thought oh 
high school is a snap you know.  In fact on my first report card I got a double A.   

Q: Wow.   

A: Country schools didn’t mark anything above an a but it was math.   

Q: Didn’t the City kids have to take the state boards too?  

A:  I don’t know if they did or not.  I don’t know if they took them but like I say we 
were different.  We were country kids and we had a little different rules I suppose but we 
had to take them.  Like I say I think everybody in our class went on to high school.  Maybe 
one boy only went two boys but went on to high school and of course in two years he would 
be sixteen or something.  The rest of us I think went on to graduate from high school.   

Q: Who was your favorite teacher?   

A: Ms. Matson who became Mrs. Hanson and she was the principal, librarian, and the 
seventh and eighth grade teacher at Lexington.  You know in 42 when I graduated from 
there, I thought she was elderly then and here when they had that school reunion District 10 
school reunion here she was there.  She was elderly then you know and many, many years in 
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between.  She passed away since then but its funny what you think of when you are 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14 years old you know somebody who is 30 is old.   

Q: I was going to say 25 you are over the hill.   

A: Yea, and of course she changed from Ms. Matson to Mrs. Hanson and that was what 
happen you know she got married she is so old but she was probably in her 30’s or late 30’s 
or something like that.   

Q: Tell us a little bit about the graduation exercises because at that point you changed 
schools.   

A: Well, the graduation exercises for all the Ramsey county schools were held out at 
White Bear and the White Bear high school in their auditorium.  It was you wore your 
Sunday best, your prettiest dress.  We had a little flower on our lapel and we went out there 
our parents sat in the rows where parents sit behind. The graduates all sat with their school 
with the principal and their school and your name was called and you marched up got your 
diploma and you were a big girl then and most of us had just turned 14.  It was a big thing to 
do.  For me to go to White Bear that was a long ways and again there we rode on the street 
cars when we had to go from Hoyt and Hamline downtown St. Paul change on the street car 
that went out to White Bear at that time.  I think we drove somebody took us back because 
you know they found that we went out on the street cars and gave us a ride back. It was a 
big thing I can remember that as being really a big occasion.   

Q: Bigger than high school graduation?   

A: Yes. I think so.   

Q: Why?   

A: In my mind it seemed bigger than.  I don’t know really why.  High school was high 
school.  There was we had a small class 276 I think or something like that.  That was a small 
class but you never got to know everybody in high school.  If you know anybody that went 
to Murray it was you had St. Anthony  Park kids that lived around the high school lived 
around the farm school University of Minnesota and then you had the Como kids that lived 
on the other side of the fairgrounds that lived around Bethel College around that way.  Then 
you had us country kids that came from District 32 I think on the other side of Hamline was 
the dividing line for District 10 and District 32.  The kids from Lake Johanna and out that 
way.  It was very cliché.  The St. Anthony Park kids were on everything.  I mean if there was 
class president or president of anything they were the ones that were voted in because they 
had more they knew more kids.  Como Park was second rated and us country kids came in 
third but if you put your mind to it you could work your way up.  I was a good high school 
student, I was real good only thing is I can still remember when they issued the honor roll 
and my name was on the honor roll for four years.  I had an 86.7 grade.  A St. Anthony Park 
boy came up to me and he says Oh, he says you know you are only book smart and I 
thought it was the cruelest thing and to this day at our 50th class reunion, I looked at him 
and he made a face.  I have never forgiven him for saying that because I worked so hard.  I 
wasn’t in the in crowd or anything but I got good marks and no problems never I don’t 
think anybody ever had to discipline me or anything like that.  But graduation I suppose we 
didn’t make a big thing out of it it was looking for a job afterwards.  There were lucky ones 
who had parents and there again it was the St. Anthony kids all went to college because their 
parents were either professors at the University or lawyers or the Lutheran Seminary was 

Rem
em

be
rin

g R
os

ev
ille

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



 

 

there right across the street so they were all in that group kinda.  Many of those went on to 
Eastern colleges even not even a university.  For me it was going out and looking for a job.  
And like most Murray-inites and Wilson kids that went to Wilson high school we all worked 
at Montgomery Wards at sometime or another.  It was the best part time job.  They would 
hire us in our senior year and we would get out of school at 2:00 you know you had your 
credits in and everything so you could get an hour early.  We went to school till 3 and we 
would take the street cars and go over to Montgomery Wards and work in the mail order, 
filling orders or I did paperwork.   

Q: Down on Hamline and University?   

A: University Ave.   

Q: Which is no more either.   

A: Which is no more either.  But we would work for only a couple of hours because the 
stores only stayed open on Thursday nights and that was the late night.  Otherwise it was 
only 6:00 or something like that so by the time we got over there we started at 3 and worked 
until 6 or something like that.  A couple times a week and then on a weekend if we were 
scheduled but it was our first part time job and everybody it was just something that seemed 
like you did.  You were a senior you had to find a part time job you went to Montgomery 
Wards.  Then after graduation it was going downtown St. Paul to look for work and things.  
I worked at the First National bank Building for five years.  I was just down there last week 
except for the First National Bank building I don’t know anything any more.   

Q: I was curious.  

A: It was so scary.   

Q: You brought a brick with you?  Why don’t you tell us a little bit about the brick.   

A: Well, Lexington school when I went there it was a four room red the red part of the 
building.  Then they added on a wing going south and then this great big wing going north 
and I know we use to go up there and vote.  But I never really went inside much as a school.  
Then when they closed it I was a little sadden but oh when they got to tearing down the red 
brick part I thought oh we got to have some memory.  I think we all looked for pictures of 
the school and I had a picture of the school but they had the wings on them then.  When we 
were young, everybody didn’t walk around with a camera.  Cameras were special too.  I just 
went up one Sunday, I drove up and I parked and I looked around kinda and thought I am 
going to take three bricks home one for each of us who had gone there.  So I just kind of 
walked between the red bricks and picked up three of them that looked pretty clean and I 
brought them home.  They sit in an honored place in the garage.  It’s kinda silly I guess my 
husband looks at me and says you’re odd you know.   

Q: You were in good company there a whole lot of people.   

A: I am glad to know that because now I don’t feel so bad because at the time I felt m I 
stealing these but they are just taking them away in the big trucks you know.  It’s just 
childhood memories good things happened there rather than any sad things there.   

Q: Let’s talk about you raised your daughter in the same house where you were raised in 
the same location.   

A: On the same lot in a different house.   
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Q: What was different about raising your daughter versus your mother raising you?   

A: Well, when we were little on a half acre lot everybody had over half of it in garden 
and you had a garden that had to be weeded and hoed and taken care of and we all had 
chores.  We never thought of it as chores they were just something you had to do.  Mother 
canned.  I never had anything out of a tin can until I got married.  Everything came out of a 
glass jar in the cellar from the cellar up corn, pickles, oh lovely, so many different bread and 
butter pickles and dill pickles and sweet pickles and everything came out of jars.  And corn 
on the cob even came out of jars and tomatoes and tomato juice and everything but we had 
chores.  The grass had to be cut, there was wood to get in and during the fall the coal had to 
be ordered for the furnace and had to be put in the basement.  There was always pick up and 
clean up after the coal man delivered because you didn’t waste anything.  My mother said 
waste and want.  If you waste it you want it.  But with my daughter, growing up in the same 
neighborhood, we lived three blocks east of Hamline Ave and the school is one block one 
house west of Hamline Ave and she was suppose to take the school bus.   

Q: Because she had to cross Hamline?   

A: Because they had to cross Hamline but they did have police boys and police girls in 
those days and they did decide there was about 10 children that were walkers.  And they had 
a police boy or a police girl down on Hamline every morning and the kids would come and 
wait on our side to get across on the other side and they did the same thing at 3:00 or 3:30 
whenever they got out in the afternoon.  When they were told they had a bus schedule, a bus 
schedule you look outdoors you can see the school and you have a bus schedule.  Compared 
to my walking in all kinds of weather and that was a big difference.  Of course having I think 
when she started kindergarten there was three kindergarten classes and first grade there was 
at least two of every class after that and a modern school ample and lighting cameras slide 
projectors and all the modern things that we didn’t have.  We had flash cards.  It was 
different of course they went on I think I can remember going to the shrine circus once with 
the school with a class I can’t remember which class but with a class.  When my daughter 
went to school I think they had at least had one going someplace on the school bus as a class 
because they had mother’s to volunteer to come.  Kimberly use to always raise her hand for 
everything. She would just say my mother doesn’t have any babies at home and she can do 
this and she can do that.  I think I was a room mother all seven years that she was at Falcon.  
Of course room mothers at that time made the place mats for Halloween and Valentine’s 
Day and Christmas.  We made little things and then chaperone the class and of course in 
those days we used to make the old treats well now I guess they all have to bakery bought 
and things like that so that is a change in things.   

Q: But now you had placemats in Lexington when you went to school?   

A: Ah, no the only time I can remember that we ever made anything really was 
Valentine’s.  We always had a big valentine box and a lot of times we made our own 
valentine’s rather than going out to buy then.  And also we only gave valentines to whoever 
we wanted to give to where when Kimberly went to Falcon Heights they were kinda told 
that everybody gets a valentine.  So if you had twenty five kids in the class you bought 
twenty five valentines and sat down and helped them address them out because everybody 
should have an equal amount which we didn’t do.  No, and then again at Lexington school 
we ate lunch at school we had hot lunches spanish rice.  I still liked spanish rice and we had 
bag lunches and then we had hot lunch where at Kimberly always took a bag lunch she 
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never liked hot lunch she’s been a funny eater.  To this day she and her father do not eat 
anything that is mixed together in other words they do not eat any hotdishes. They have to 
have their potatoes and their meat and corn is about the only vegetable that they eat and 
don’t let anything touch anything else.  She always took a bag lunch and then got milk.  
Nobody came home for lunch even though you lived close you know it would take you 5 
minutes to get home but nobody went home for lunch everybody stayed for lunch.  And 
then when they graduated well of course when they got out of the sixth grade they didn’t 
have any graduation class or anything like that.  Then they went over to Fairview which is a 
bigger school and because Fairview took in quite a few different schools must have taken 3, 
4, or 5 maybe because the classes were big then over there.  That is when I think I kinda lost 
going to PTA’s and things like that because it was just so big.  Up at Falcon I use to be there 
so often if there was a substitute teacher well she would think I was part of the staff because 
she would ask me where do I put this or where do I put that.  I am really a mother but I use 
to girl scout and like I say my daughter volunteered my time, my mother doesn’t have any 
babies at home so she can do this or she can do that.  I spent a lot of time at school and a lot 
of time with her which I enjoyed.  And maybe you wouldn’t in a City school I don’t know 
none of my friends ever did those things.   

Q: Is there any things that we haven’t talked about that you would like to share?  You 
have been here for 50 years well 70 years.   

A: 70 years.  Tell the world.  No, except that now when I walked down my street from 
Hamline to Lexington and I look at the houses we have sidewalks now.  On one side when I 
walk down and look at the houses the older houses on the northern side I think oh I 
remember when so and so lived in that house and south side of course was a big field a corn 
field and now that’s all new houses. I walk down and I think how different it is.  Of course I 
never walk at night.  We have yard lights but how different it is and I think about the people 
who use to live in the houses and kinda wonder I know many of them have passed away but 
kinda wonder how it is.  And now I am the oldest one on the block.  There isn’t anybody 
anymore.   

Q: You have a lot of kids though?  You have a lot of babies?   

A: Oh, yea now we have my husband looked out the front window because there is a 
sidewalk on the other side of the street he says where are all those kids coming from.  I says 
well you have four across the street two in the next house around the corner you have five in 
one house and the houses are up and sold and resold and this is why.  I really don’t know my 
neighbors anymore because they stay for 4 or 5 years and then the houses are resold and 
now I have neighbors that I have had for 10 years or so but we are a generation apart really.   

Q: Well there are starter houses now for the young families.   

A: Yea, that’s what they call them.  Instead of permanent places I guess.  Well see I still 
live in my starter house.  I have many of my friends that have moved up to these double 
stores or these 4 or 5 level deals and they say now oh I wish I had my little ranch one floor 
because I can’t do the steps anymore and I can’t do that and I sit and smile oh I have my 
one story ranch that is 41 years old now.  And I just love it.  I can get around just fine I have 
no complaints nothing.  I enjoy my neighborhood and I enjoy all these little ones going one 
thing I do have I have a little turtle and I have had him for 41 years.  The little kids oh a few 
have come to see the turtle and they have told their friends and they tell their friends so I 
have get all these little kids after school hours they all come and say are you the turtle lady.  
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Do you have the turtle?  And I say yes.  And I say you can come and see the turtle but you 
can’t touch him.  We have a cage outdoors for him and they come and look at the turtle.  I 
even have at Halloween last year and the year before a couple of grown ups fathers came 
and answer the door and gave the kids candy they look at me and say are you the turtle lady?  
I will say your youngsters have been here to I don’t know who they are I mean I don’t know 
who the fathers are maybe if I seen the kids without their costumes on I would know who 
they were.  I say yes I am the turtle lady.  They say oh we have heard all about this turtle and 
things.  I have to kind of smile these kids know that I’m the turtle lady.   

Q: So you are really not a generation apart.  Well I thank you for coming in and talking 
to us.   

A: I have really enjoyed this because there aren’t many people you can talk to any more 
that you know that know how it was and how it is now.  That’s the only thing they know.  
Oh everybody lives in now and they don’t know.  I am really saddened how life goes on.  It 
has to go on.  So we need to remember our past to we need to know where we came from.   

Q: I think we are done Mary. 
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