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Q: We are at CTV we are recording Pioneer Portraits and this is Ella Wolkerstarfer.  Did 
I do okay?   

A: Yea, you did okay.   

Q: Ella why don’t you tell us how you came to Rosetown.   

A: Well I met my husband sort of at a dance and then we got married September 30, 
1938 so it would be sixty years of marriage if my husband hadn’t left.  At first, I didn’t want 
to come to Roseville I wanted an apartment but then when I first saw the farm it had an old 
barn down but the next time I saw it the barn was gone and my sister said to me well why 
don’t you try it.  And I tried it and I came here at Roseville at that time.  Let me think now.  
My husband did truck truck driving on the farm.  I peeled a lot of winter top onions at that 
time when I was first married.  We raised chickens and five pigs and took the onions to the 
market.  I got involved in 4-H almost the first time I was married so been not quite 50 years 
when I was in 4-H and I was involved in Brownies and Cub Scouts and president of the 
PTA.  I been quite involved in volunteer work like for instance at the senior center work 
with the society of the blind for 16 years.  I am still involved in the exercise.  Now gone into 
the Chinese exercise like Ti-Chi and I have been going to Augsburg for I am going this year 
every six years that I went to Augsburg teacher first it was the most strenuous exercise now 
it is going into the Chinese exercises.  And my niece is a professor at Augsburg and she has it 
on her program aging exercise Aunty Ella and then she has my age so this year it will be 89.  
So right now that’s all I can think about right now.   

Q: Okay, you were married in 1938 and then you moved out to a farm here, where was 
the farm?   

A: The farm was on Minnesota Ave 280 West Minnesota right off of McDonald on Rice 
Street and my husband’s grandparents bought the farm in 1882 and County Rd B use to the 
road to farm at that time.  Right now that’s just what comes to mind to talk about you know.   

Q: How big was the farm?   

A: It was 10 acres and it was divided between the there were four boys in the family and 
each got 2 ½ acres and my husband got the piece with the farmhouse on it.  A modern 
home built around the farmhouse and the top of the farm house sits right inside this modern 
home you can see the farm house and the modern home was built all the way around it.   

Q: Really?   

A: Yea.   
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Q: What is the address of that?   

A: 280 I’m not to sure if I got the right address but it would be down it wouldn’t be level 
with Minnesota Ave because the front of the house would face County Rd B but that’s what 
is really interesting you can see the roof.   

Q: County Rd B or County Rd B2?   

A: County Rd B was the road to the farm at that time.   

Q: I don’t know what winter top onions are.   

A: What was that?   

Q: I don’t know what winter top onions are, what makes them different?   

A: These are they are regular onions that like the regular table onions but they are a little 
larger than the table onions.   

Q: Okay, how many children did you raise?  

A:  I had two adopted children a boy and a girl but I lost my son when he was 25 years 
old (can’t understand).   

Q: And that is why you were in the Brownies and the Cub Scouts?   

A: Right, well I was in 4-H before I ever got my children because I think I was in 4-H 
and 4-H especially before because I think I had been married 10 years before I adopted the 
children.   

Q: What did you do for the 4-H, what kind of work did you do?   

A: I did a lot of sewing, sewing and then I was chairman of the club for years.  The 
Golden Arrows 4-H club.   

Q: Where was that one based?   

A: You mean what school it would be?   

Q: Yea.   

A: It was at North Heights Lutheran Church for the North Heights Lutheran Church 
you know.  

Q: Yea.   

A: On County Rd C and Rice Street.  

Q: And you kids went to school there?   

A: Right, and my husband went to the low white school house that stood on that corner 
and I think he graduated in 1918 from eighth grade or something like that.   

Q: I am curious about how the land changed and what how you felt about the changing 
of the land because Hwy 36 went through.   

A: Yea, Hwy 36 went through and like the farmhouse was built on a hill so the front of 
the farmhouse would face County Rd B it wouldn’t face Minnesota Ave and that was sort of 
built on the hill and when you came out the front door of the house you kinda went down 
the hill but this young fella took all the dirt away and leveled it made a walkout basement 
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you know so they have a leveled long light down there and then we built a home right below 
the farmhouse and my daughter-in-law lives right next door.  So the property is still in the 
Wolkerstarfer’s family you know so that’s about the fourth generation that property has.   

Q: You have to be one of the few century farms in Ramsey County.   

A: Yea, right.  There just aren’t that many that are left.   

Q: Now you live at Villa Park now?   

A: Yea, I moved to Villa Park 12 years ago and that at that time I signed up for a 
condominium before there was ever a hole in the ground and we put money down for it but 
now my daughter lives in my home and of course I have my daughter-in-law right next door 
because there was 2 ½ acres of land and we kinda divided it up.  Of course we sold the 
farmhouse and then my daughter had one piece and my son had the other and then we built 
a home on the fourth of it you know.  My daughter had moved to California.  She had this 
property and she was just sick when she saw the home that was built on this piece of 
property so she decided that if she ever came back from California that she would still get on 
that piece of property.  When we moved to Villa Park she then bought the home from us.  
So she is living in the home now.   

Q: Now Villa Park is built on an old truck farm that was a truck farm to wasn’t it, didn’t 
they grow vegetables down there?   

A: Yes, on County Rd B.   

Q: What was that part?  

A: That was a celery farm.  

Q: Celery farm?   

A: Yea, oh beautiful celery there.   

Q: I don’t think I’ve ever seen celery grow, what does it look like?   

A: It looks just like celery you know that is coming up.   

Q: And you cut it down at the ground then?   

A: Yea, right.   

Q: You raised onions and you had pigs?  Pigs and chickens.   

A:  And chickens.  Yea, right.   

Q: And how did you tell us a little bit about preparing for winter time, I bet you canned?   

A: What do you mean?   

Q: Well when you –  

A: I don’t understand the question –  

Q: when you were first married in 1938 you were at the end of the depression –  

A: yes –  

Q: the war was getting ready to start –  

A: yes right –  
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Q: I am real curious what your year was like if you think about shoveling snow.   

A: Oh yes there was a lot of snow shoveling on Minnesota Ave.  I guess one time the 
snow the garage well see Minnesota Ave was the farmhouse was built kinda low and then 
Minnesota comes up.  Then there is houses on a hill on the other side and they use to say 
that years ago the snow use to cover the garage.  You know that was when my husband was 
living there as a farm boy you know.  Truck farm.   

Q: How did you make the transition from being a farmers wife to being an exercise 
teacher?   

A: Well, how I got involved with that at Villa Park they had a young girl from Bethel 
College that lead in exercises.  I was quite impressed with the exercising , so I started to 
kinda work, well let me think now, I think from the Presbyterian home they came with a 
program there and I was quite impressed so I got the video and I started working on those 
exercise and then they had found out at the Roseville are senior program that I was kinda 
leading exercises at Villa Park so I got involved at the weight loss program at the senior 
center.  At that you know I was proving to them that they didn’t they didn’t have to go on 
any diet if they watched their food what they ate their lowfat no junk food.  So I have been 
on that ever since I was on that program and I have lost about 25 pounds.   

Q: Wow.   

A:  Since 1986 and that is just because I have proven that that can be done.   

Q: I guess I would like to hear who you would teach at Augsburg.   

A: It’s my niece is involved the fitness for life program at Augsburg and she has a boat 
down in Virgin Islands and when they have the hurricane season then she comes up to 
Augsburg and she has classes from August to December.  Then she heard that I was doing 
exercises at Villa Park so she got when I first started it was the most strenuous exercises but 
now I’m doing more of the Chinese the slow moment exercises.   

Q: When you say or talk about exercises what kind of exercises not jumping jacks?   

A: What do you mean?   

Q: What kind of exercises?  Is the Chinese –  

A: it’s a real slow motion you know like this.  The exercises Ti Chi Chow is the inhaling 
and the exhaling when you are doing the exercises and the other one is you breath through 
your nose and you do some different movements I guess.   

Q: And you like it?   

A: I love it.   

Q: What when you were president of the PTA at North Heights School, how many kids 
were in the typical classes, tell us a little bit about the school and how it worked.   

A: Oh you mean the North oh we had quite it wouldn’t be the PTA you were talking 
about 4-H wouldn’t you?   

Q: Oh, okay 4-H .   

A: We use to have quite a program going there you know.  Kids would children I should 
say the children would be involved in entries at the county fair demonstrations and a state 
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fair work.  I still enter in the State Fair.  Oh I use to have them down in our basement we 
use to have a round table and I know there was a fall festival and I don’t know how many 
apple pies the kids made I think it was a bout 12 apple pies and baking them.  I have a stove 
down in the basement and they would bake these pies.  Kind of hard to remember all the 
things that went on in 4-H.   

Q: What do you enter in the State Fair?   

A: This year I entered a baby sweater and they some placemats and a doily and I got a 
blue ribbon on my baby sweater and a white ribbon on my placemats.   

Q: Very good.  A lot of people enter in those things and don’t get anything at all.   

A: Oh yes, so that is wonderful.   

Q: When you first moved out here as a young bride, how did you get around where did 
you go to grocery shop?   

A: Let me think, I can’t figure at the moment I can’t think of where we went shopping.  
I think it was mostly on Rice and Maryland you know up in that area on Rice Street.   

Q: Now did you drive then?   

A: My husband drove, I never drove a car.   

Q: What about doing laundry?  Did you have your own washer?   

A: Yea, we had a washing machine you know one of these old fashioned ones.   

Q: Now when you say old fashioned, what do you mean?   

A: Well you know that swirls a round tub and you know swirls around I can’t think of it.   

Q: A dasher in it they have dashers and then you had to use a ringer?   

A: I just can’t remember too much how that wash machine worked.   

Q: What about canning, did you can?   

A: Yea, I did not as much as most the people did but I did some.  I can remember 
butchering our three pigs out in our front out my kitchen door.   

Q: Excuse me, butchering three pigs by your kitchen door?   

A: Yea.   

Q: All at one time?   

A: Yea, all at one time.   

Q: How do you butcher a pig?   

A:  I can’t remember how they did it I didn’t look at them.  We had a friend that was a 
butcher ran a butcher shop there on Dale and Front.   

Q: Helped you cut it up and then how did you preserve it?   

A: They use to have food lockers that would preserve the meat.   

Q: So you would wrap it up and put it in the freezer and take it to the food lockers?   

A: Yea, right.   
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Q: I would think three pigs would be an awful lot of meat.   

A: It was.   

Q: Where did you go to church?   

A: I went to church at St. Matthews on it use to be Dale d Sherburne when I was first 
married and my husband walked from the farmhouse to the church for German catechism 
and then I think at that time we had a car and could drive there.  Now my church is located 
on Minnehaha and Lexington they built a new church there.   

Q: I was going to say that’s a long walk from where the farm is down to.   

A: Yea, its at least 3 – 4 miles they had to walk to church and catechism.   

Q: Where did you grow up?   

A: I grew up in South Minneapolis near Minnehaha Falls not to far from Minnehaha 
Falls.   

Q: And how did you meet your husband?   

A: At a dance.   

Q: At a dance, okay.  Where was the dance?   

A: Oh, in Minneapolis he always said that he had to find different girls in Minneapolis.   

Q: Well, he got a good one don’t you think?  

A: That’s right.  

Q:  Did you have the City’s today tend to be so competitive you know Minneapolis and 
St. Paul.   

A: Yea, right.   

Q: What was it like back when you were newlyweds?   

A: What do you mean?   

Q: You said you didn’t want to move to the farm but why didn’t you want to move to 
the farm?   

A: Because I just didn’t like the look of the old bar.   

Q: Oh, okay.   

A: Yea, right, I think the old barn was the one that really kinda what should I say I can’t 
remember why but that is the only thing that comes to memory now.   

Q: Are there anythings that we should talk about that we haven’t touched on?   

A: I don’t think so.   

A: Okay.  I think we are done then Mary.   

Showing Pictures 

Banquets every year they have the banquets at Radisson it’s going to be Thursday now 
again.   

Q: Will you go this year too?   
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A: Yes.  We go every year.   

Q: Tell me what you want to do Mary. (background talking)  Now is your name Ella or 
Ellen.   

A: Ella. Oh, that don’t look bad.  No.   

Q: I am going to have to go look at this new house built around that house.   

A: Yea, well you should take a picture of the house now.   

Q: We will.  We will go out and do that.   

A: I think its around I am not to sure I think the address is 280 West Minnesota Ave.   

Q: We will do that.   

A: See where the center part of the house is there the biggest part, that sits in the center 
of this modern home.   

Q: I guess I have not been observant.  I have not noticed that at all.  Barn looks pretty 
good on that picture.  That wasn’t the one that you didn’t like was it?  Could be because 
your husband is pretty young on that picture.  He is a pretty small boy.   (long pause)  

A: Every school had its own 4-H Club and they all had different names.  I have learned a 
lot about 4-H.  I think you have the Golden Arrows 4-H Club.   

Q: It’s got glass on it, do you want me to tip it forward?   

A: It’s kind of up on its edge there why don’t you push everything, there you go, push it, 
there we are.   

Q: You mean you actually want it level?  She is so fussy.  I am.  (background talking) 
Okay that should be good.   

A: Great wonderful.   

Q: It was relatively painless wasn’t it?   

A: What’s that?  

Q: Talking to me was relatively painless. 
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