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Q: This is Dick Houck and we are taping our Pioneer Portraits today at the CTV 
Studios. It is the 15th of October. So, Dick, why don’t you tell us how you and your family 
came to Roseville.  

A: Well, my dad, in his early years, maybe when he was maybe about 25 or 30 years old, 
decided that he wanted to build a house. So he came out to what was then Rosetown and 
bought 2 ½ acres from Henry Lebens who lived at Fernwood and Roselawn at that time. He 
proceeded to build himself a house on that 2 ½ acres which, by the way, at that time cost the 
house and the property cost $8,000.  

Q: For the 2½ acres plus the house?  

A: For the 2½ acres and the house which is pretty wild.  

Q: And what year was this?  

A: This was in 1926. They dug the foundation with a horse and a shovel behind a horse 
he and his brother. And had somebody build the house and they moved in in 1926 when 
there was no other houses around except just the farm houses. That was an early beginning 
and everybody said at that time ‘why do you want to live way out there in the country?’ and 
it was a long ways out. Roselawn was a gravel street. I can remember that. Lexington Ave 
came through Como Park across what is now the golf course, didn’t go around the golf 
course, it came right straight across. That was a gravel road at that time, I can remember 
that. So it was a long ways out and all the family thought he was crazy. So that was the 
beginning of the Houcks in now Roseville, Rosetown ship at that time. The address was 
County Road - no originally it was Rural Route 4 and then it was County Rd A2 and then 
Roselawn. So we grew up as kids from start. I was born and raised at 1133 Roselawn. We, 
my brother and I, two in the family, grew up there and at that time we had very little. There 
was only at the most I thought about this interview we had about ½ dozen young kids in the 
total neighborhood that we played with. There were no parks, nothing planned, we did all of 
our own planning for recreation. Walked to the swamp in the winter time, shoveled our own 
skating rink and then skated and walked home again. We played ball in the fields. So it was 
all unplanned and there were no facilities for us to utilize, we did all of our things.  

Q: Where was the swamp?  

A: The swamp was up on Victoria just  - it’s part of the water works property. Just close 
to the cemetery and we would walk up there at noon, build a fire so that we could keep 
warm, shovel a rink, skate for an hour and then walk home exhausted. But it was a lot of 
fun.  

Q: Who were the families that lived around you?  
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A: Well, there was the Reisingers who lived on Chatsworth. They had two kids, well they 
had four but two were my age. Sperls lived at 969 Roselawn and two of those were our age. 
And of course there was the Dunn’s over on, I don’t remember the name of the street, they 
were my age and of course Ace Dunn owned Ace’s 66 for many, many years. But we all  - 
there were no schools out in - I shouldn’t say that. I went one year at District 10 and then 
we switched to St. Andrew’s School which was down on Como Park and we walked down 
there to school and back every day prior to St. Rosa of Lima being built. Then I went to the 
6th grade switched from St. Andrew’s to St. Rose and went to the 6th grade there and 
graduated from there. That was -  there were no schools or actually I can’t remember any 
churches prior to St. Rosa of Lima and I’m sure there were some but I can’t remember 
where they were prior to that. We went to St. Andrew’s for church.  

Q: St. Andrew’s?  

A: That is in Como Park.  

Q: Let’s talk a little bit about St. Rose, how did St. Rose get started?  

A: Well, as Rose township, as it was known then, began to grow and the Catholic church 
looked at the area and said that it was a growing, there was a growing need for a church in 
this general area. They sent Father John Abbott who was the first pastor out to look for 
some property and he settled on the piece of property at Hamline and Eldridge. Purchased 
that property. The first church that we went to in Rosetown was the Town Hall, which 
stood where the library stands now. We had our first services in there for almost a year while 
the school building - that’s part of the school building that is now standing, was being 
constructed. Then we did our - we had our church services in the school and gradually as the 
parish grew, why they built more facilities and had expanded church in the school and finally 
built the round church that is there today. But there were at that time when I went to school 
there, there were almost 1000 kids in that school and now they say that school can only 
accommodate 500. Yet it’s bigger than when I went there.  

Q: Kids are getting bigger, huh?  

A: Classes are getting smaller. We had 60 some kids in the class with one teacher so it 
was pretty crowded.  

Q: How did the teacher manage 60 kids in class?  

A: We were good kids.  

Q: Ah, well, that explains it all. I thought it was with rulers.  

A: No, I’m sure that it was no more no easier than with 60 kids in class than it is now, 
although I think we were better disciplined perhaps than they are now. I don’t know. 

Q: How many families were charter members of St. Rose how many families were 
involved?  

A: Well, initially gosh, I could name them all personally because we knew them all 
personally, probably we started out with, and I’m just guessing I don’t know I don’t have any 
figures to show, but a couple hundred or a hundred or two hundred families at the most. 
Spread out all over the area which included at that time the church at New Brighton, St. 
Johns, it included St. Odelias, the Maternity of Mary, and Holy Childhood. All of those 
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parishes initially went to St. Rose and then later on as they broke away why the parish got 
smaller but it still grew.  

Q: So basically it was the whole northern portion?  

A: It was the whole northern suburbs that were from one parish and yet there were not 
that many people because there were no houses. Houses only came later.  

Q: What did your dad do?  

A: My dad, well, during the Depression I guess he was out of a job. I was born in 1930 
so I know very, I know nothing about the depression except - I don’t remember any of it but 
as I understand it he was out of a job, oh probably until, some off and on during the 
Depression. He and his brother, my uncle, his oldest brother, Joe, started a business, 
advertising business on the curtains of the theaters in St. Paul, St. Paul and Minneapolis. 
They would sell ads on the theater curtains in all of the vaudeville houses and they then took 
over and ran the candy concessions in all of those theaters. At that time, there were street 
cars, of course and there were advertising inside the street cars, nothing on the outside, and 
at that time, bus companies started. There was a bus company that started between St. Paul 
and Minneapolis over Summit Ave and they talked to the owners of that bus line and sold 
their advertising on the theater curtains and gave them an advertising space in the buses. 
That started his business of bus advertising which has been his business, my business, and 
now my children’s business. My two boys run the business and we have the business in 12 
different cities in 5 states. So he started the bus - he is actually the pioneer that started bus 
advertising in the United States.  

Q: I was curious because with 2 ½ acres in amongst the farmers you would have owned 
the smallest piece of property around?  

A: Well what is kind of interesting about that - he bought 2½ acres and I don’t know 
why he bought 2½ acres except that perhaps he and Henry Lebens came to that conclusion 
that that would be a good piece for him to buy. But Henry Lebens always rented, or didn't 
rent, he always utilized the property. The other 2 acres, my dad built on about ½ acre and 
Henry Lebens always farmed the other two acres so we owned it and he farmed it and he got 
a pretty good deal out of that. We always had a cow in the backyard. Henry Lebens’ cow and 
we would ride that once in awhile.  

Q: Now you said the family moved out to Rosetown, where had the family been before?  

A: Well, interestingly enough and I think it is interesting, my dad’s family had a butcher 
shop on Rice and Como. That is now the bar on the northeast corner of Rice and Como. My 
mother grew up across the street in the building that just recently burned. It was a big two-
story building and that was the Lueck’s Grocery Store. So my dad and mother grew up 
across the street from each other and played with each other and grew up together and got 
married and moved out away from that corner. That was the corner that they grew up in.  

Q: So they moved all the way out to Rosetown which was about what 2 miles?  

A: Well, from there they did live in a couple of other places down on Charles Street but 
yea, about 3 miles. Which was a long ways out. I remember that my grandfather bought 
some property on Turtle Lake and they would go out there with horse and buggy and camp 
overnight and come back the next day and that was a very long ride.  

Q: And that is another what 3 or 4 miles?  
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A: That is another 3 or 4 miles.  

Q: Tell us a little bit about the differences between how you were raised on that corner 
of Rosetown and how your kids, what your kids found in the next generation?  

A: Well as I said when we grew up there were only about ½ dozen kids to play with and 
those were our only contacts. We went to school together, we played on weekends and 
afternoons, evenings, and summer times together. Those were our only contacts. I went to 
Cretin High School and along with the Reilings who lived on County Rd C and Lexington, 
grew up with them. We drove everyday Model A Ford to Cretin High School and that there 
were no high schools in the north suburbs, so all of the kids who grew up of my age either 
went to Murray or Central or some public school or some school in the city itself. And we 
went to Cretin. My kids had unlimited numbers of playmates and yet even my kids didn’t 
have the parks and recreation that is current today. They still had to improvise and do their 
own thing to a great deal to a great extent. My two boys, my oldest boy went to Cretin, my 
youngest or my second boy went to Grace High School and my daughter also went to 
Grace. But that was again after Roseville had its own high school system so there were 
schools at that point. But when I grew up the only school in the area was District 10. So 
there is quite a bit of difference.  

Q: Now, all the way through the 8th grade you could go there?  

A: That’s right. I didn’t but yes. Miss Diehl, I can still see her was my first grade teacher. 
I haven’t seen her since, I don’t know what happened to her.  

Q: Tell us a little bit about the farm, what did Lebens grow?  

A: Well, all of the farms in and around our house were all truck gardens. They, oh I think 
Henry Lebens probably had about 25 or 30 acres that stretched from Fernwood down to our 
house and I think just about up to, almost up to County Rd B. They grew cabbages and 
onions and lettuce and tomatoes and of course that was, as we got older that was our work 
place. For a dollar a day we could weed all day long in the fields. Henry Lebens owned the 
piece next to us. And Emil Struve owned across the street where all the houses are and that 
house still stands. Where the Roseville Lutheran Church is now was where Henry Lebens 
house stood. They sold that piece to the - initially he sold the piece where the old church still 
stands. That was the first church so that was the first church that I can remember other than 
St. Rose that came after St. Rose so I can remember that.  

Q: Just a year or two later right?  

A: Not long after. 

Q: Not long but pretty close. What about your mom, what kinds of things did your mom 
have to do?  

A: Well, my mom was a stay-at-home mom which was not unusual in those years. I think 
I can’t remember any of the moms that I knew or that we knew as kids ever did anything but 
stayed at home. My mom stayed at home and she took care of us. She never worked outside 
of the house.  Although before she was married she worked in the family grocery store for 
many years so she was not unaccustomed to working outside.  

Q: I mean in the sense of social things too, I’m sure she was active in the church?  
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A: Always active in the church, that was the central place for all of the people that I can 
remember as adults, even in our young days. The Schmidts and Reilings and - they were all 
church people.  

Q: What kind of activities did the church provide in those days?  

A: Well, I don’t know, I didn’t go to them as a kid but not a lot not the things that you 
see happening now. Card games, maybe socially, I can’t even remember rummage sales 
happening when we were kids but it seems like there were always meetings during the days 
that I can remember that they were going to off and on anyway.  

Q: How did they finance the building of the building?  

A: They did it as the parishes grew. As St. Rose grew why, it seems as I look at it now, as 
a matter of fact last Sunday we went to St. John the Baptist in New Brighton for mass and I 
looked around and the numbers of young people with young children--I can remember as 
we were as our family was growing, that’s exactly what I remember from St. Rose as 
Rosetownship or Roseville grew, it was a young place for young people and the parish was 
young. The church was young because the congregrations were young and I’m sure that 
applies to all of the churches, but now its different. Now the Roseville is an aging, more of 
an aging community and we don’t see that. You see that also in the change of income for the 
churches. They are struggling more than I remember we struggled. When we were building, 
there were always there was always enough money, not that there was excess, but there was 
always enough that we could do our fundraises and raise the money necessary to build what 
we had to build to expand and grow.  

Q: I have asked a lot of people this question, Dick, I will try it on you, of all the changes 
that you have seen in Rosetown / Roseville over the years, what has been the best one if you 
had to pick out one change what would be the best?  

A: Well, you know I like change. As I remember the very young, my very young days 
when there was nothing in Rosetown, we looked across the street and saw no houses. We 
could see the University farm campus from our house. We could see airplanes landing over 
on Larpenteur and Snelling - there was an airfield there. The only thing that I can remember 
being in place as we grew up was Aces 66 which is now the Kathf’s Corner, was run by 
Thompson, Mr. Thomspon. I remember Hoffman’s house, which was across or behind the 
hardware store and now townhouses. Our house, Struve’s house, Lebens’ house, and a 
couple of other ones that I can recall. But as Roseville grew everything came to be. 
Larpenteur and Lexington was a corner of fruits stands and vegetable markets. Radman’s on 
the east side and oh what was the one –  

Q: Margolis –  

A: Margolis on the west side and those were the only places of business that I can recall 
as a very young kid. So I’ve seen everything develop and as it developed, it was all good. 
There were very few if any limitations on what could be developed. Somebody bought a 
piece of property and they wanted to build something on it, a house or business, they did. 
And there were no hoops to jump through and things evolved and I suppose now 
necessarily there have to be some restrictions on what can be done but I think far too many. 
I just see some restrictions - less of.  

Q:  So the very best change is that.  
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A: I don’t know about the big ones - you can look at Rosedale and say well that’s got to 
be the best. I’m not sure about that. I don’t like big things necessarily but I think a little 
family business is where the little things little business and little expansions that happened 
were far more exciting in my opinion. I had my first job I got my first job with Harry Kath, 
right after they bought the corner and so I have great ties to that corner.  

Q: What did you do?  

A: I worked pumping gas. As I learned more about cars why, which were very simple in 
those days - you didn’t have to learn very much, but they let me do everything, drive the 
snowplow, go make tow calls, and so I grew up around that corner and I love it dearly.  

Q: What’s the worst thing that has happened to the neighborhood and/or Roseville?  

A: I don’t think there is any bad things. I think, you know you can always say well 
wouldn’t it be nice if it was just like it was when I was a kid when you could ride your bike 
any place and go work in the fields. But I don’t think that is true. I watched all of the homes 
being built and the people moving in and I always thought it was a great plan. And I guess I 
don’t look at anything as being bad - I think there is room for a lot of things to go on 
Roseville.  

Q: We talked about playing ball in the fields and going over to the swamp to skate, did 
you swim, did you get to swim?  

A: Not a lot. We use to ride our bikes to because there was some property that my 
grandfather owned at Turtle Lake and we would ride our bikes and that was about 7 miles to 
go swimming. We never swam in the swamps because they were mucky, dirty places - but we 
spent a lot of time there. In the summer time we had rafts and I can think of how dangerous 
that seems now, when we were kids we were gone for all day long. Our parents didn’t have a 
clue as to where we were or what we were doing but we were rafting on the swamps and we 
were skating on them in the winter time. They didn’t have much of an idea as to where we 
were or what we were doing at all and of course now you look at that and you think boy you 
don’t want to hardly let your kids out of the front out the house without watching them. We 
had a lot of free time. We had a lot of freedom to do what we wanted to do.  

Q: As a child in a business house, as opposed to a farmer, did you have more freedom, 
how does your freedom compare to the farm kids and the Lebens kids, because there were 
Lebens kids too?  

A: Yea, Jim Lebens was a few years older than I am. Well I guess we all had our - I guess 
we had as someone not being in farming I guess we probably had more freedom than the 
farm kids had because he had his chores and his things to do where we didn’t. But all of the 
kids that I played with as a young kid myself, we were all from about the same 
environmental type background. Their folks worked on their jobs as well so I guess, I didn’t 
think about that until you ask it now I didn’t think of that as being.  

Q: Talked to a lot of farmers in the past couple of months.  

A: I’m sure, I’m sure.  

Q: Is there anything else that we should talk about, Dick?  

A: Well, gosh I’ve traveled all over the country, all over the world and other than the 
cold weather as I’m getting older, I don’t think there is a better place to live than in 
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Roseville. I’ve enjoyed it all my life, I’ve enjoyed watching the expansion seeing the people 
live their lives in a very nice neighborhood and atmosphere. I don’t think so.  

Q: There is one more question that I want to ask you, and I’m not quite sure how to ask 
it so it may take me a minute to spit it out. Your dad’s business started because of movie 
theaters and putting advertising on movie theaters and then getting into buses and so forth, 
and of course the movie theaters are not like the vaudeville houses where he started or even 
the movie theaters of that day. How has your business changed, do you understand what I 
am asking what I am saying?  

A: Well, our business is, believe it or not, is probably not much different today than it 
was, other than we are doing initially - advertising on buses was inside the buses. Where a lot 
of people rode buses at that time they didn’t have cars - when you wanted to go someplace 
the only place to go was downtown - there were no cross-suburbs to go to so it was all in 
one direction. But our business has changed from advertising from the inside of the buses to 
advertising outside the buses and has probably the biggest change is in the ownership of the 
bus companies themselves. As I grew up and as my dad started the business, all of the bus 
transit operations were privately owned. And he knew all of the bus owners all over the 
country including Greyhound which started up on the Range and he grew up with the initial 
owners of Greyhound. Now nothing is, I think there is only out of 12 bus services that we 
provide service for, two of them are privately owned - all the rest of them are publicly 
owned so we deal with public utilities now where we dealt with private owners before. 
That’s the major difference but the medium is still the same.  

Q: But the movies have kind of gone by the wayside?  

A: Well there is no more, when I say that my dad sold advertising on the curtains in 
vaudeville houses that was the legitimate stage that was alife and he use to rattle off the 
names of people who came to the Twin Cities and performed. They are all historic people 
now that are living legends and he saw them all.  

Q: Milton Berle?  

A: No, much before that. No, it was I’m not even sure that I can rattle those off but I 
know that you‘ve heard them and but now there is no live stage except very limited. We are 
not talking about moving movies we are talking about live stage where they had dog shows 
and you name it.  

Q: More akin to what the state fair, some well not the state fair the county fair type stuff, 
I’m from outside the Twin Cities so we had a lot of that kind of thing at the county fair?  

A: Some but even  

Q: – jugglers and comics and balancing acts –  

A: Yep.  

Q: Okay, is there anything else that we need to talk about?  

A: I can’t think of anything else. I appreciate being able to re-live some of this. I thought 
about this for a week or so wondering recalling things that I can remember and I guess you 
tend to remember all of the good things but I can’t remember any bad things.  

Q: Well good.  
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A: So as growing up, why I don’t think my dad ever made a lot of money you know. As 
were growing up but I can’t remember that living out in the country where we had fresh air 
and places to play and places to go and things to do, I can’t remember that we had any bad 
times.  

Q: Okay, well I appreciate your coming in Dick.  

A: Well thank you Mary, I appreciate it. 

 

Wonderful stories. The Shubert Theater. (Tape stopped) (background talking that is hard 
to understand)  
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