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Q: This is Harry Kath and today is the 10th or the 15th of October 1998. We are doing 
the Pioneer Portraits at CTV. So we will start off, Harry, if you would tell us how you and 
your family came to live in Rosetown.  

A: Well, it’s amazing I was too young to understand that I was moving someplace. Our 
home - I was born in a home on Mississippi and Magnolia. The coincidental thing is that I 
was oiling that job I furnished the fuel while they were doing this road, and they were 
moving the home away and I looked at that thing and I said my goodness I was born in that 
house. So the guy, I jumped up into the door and he stopped and he said a few kind words 
like you know like “what are you doing in here.” And I says, “you know, I was born in this 
house and you are hauling it away.” And he went over to the driver of the trucks and he 
says, “shut it down for a little bit.” I was too young to understand the whole site of the 
house but it was really a great gift. Then of course I had been in the oil business - when I 
came back in out of the air force and I was oiling my job filling the units and things like this 
here and it was quite interesting. I met all the people and to run into the home that I was 
born in was just a big bonus that day. So the driver come out there and he said, “okay, 
what’s wrong?” And he says, “well,” and he told the story about their moving the house 
away and he says, “go ahead and take all the time you want.” And I thought that was you 
know these people are working and he just felt the movement of this here thing and I was 
graciously awarded for this here and from there on, things just got better. I never had a bad 
day in my life.  

Q: I can believe that, tell us about where you grew up in Rosetown, how old were you 
when you came to Rosetown?  

A: Well, I think I was about 2 or 3 years old. That is about as far back as I can remember 
but I do know this that I didn’t know how many people were in that house but there was 
just a slug of them and they were all my brothers and sisters.  

Q: How many brothers and sisters did you have?  

A: Well there was 10 in our family and there was always about 6 more.  

Q: And you lived on?  

A: On Hamline Avenue just north of Garden Avenue. Our house was full all the time 
and then we had 3 acres of land and we grew our own veggies and that sustained us quite 
well. And it would be proper for me to say that I had the greatest mother and dad in this 
whole world. And why I say ‘great’ is my mom and dad loved us. And they showed their 
love. And I tell you that later on in years that I married this little queen of mine and we 
passed the same thing right onto them. Now I live on Lake Owasso and I could - if I got a 
good head start I could get through the weeds and I could come onto the road here - but it’s 
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been very, very kind to us. I run out of gasoline and on Roselawn and I had just come to the 
stop sign on Lexington and my car just sput and put and that was it the end of it. I was 
gonna walk up to get a can of gas up to County B, County Rd B and I didn’t have any 
money with me so the gentlemen called me back over there and of course I knew him. He 
said, “Pull your car over here.” So I pulled it over there and I said, “Well I haven’t got any 
money with me.”  But I failed to tell him that I didn’t have any at home either. And he said, 
“Well would you like some refreshment to drink?” I said, “Well yes, I really would I could go 
for something like that.” He uncapped a bottle of beer and I had one or two and he said, 
“Do you think you would ever like to go into the gas business?” And I said, “You know I 
was really thinking this.” I flew bombers and had no idea what was going to happen with my 
life but things all moved in the right direction.  

Q: What year was that?  

A: That was in 19 – when was the war over –  

Q: 1945 –  

A: 1945 yep it was. So then I brought a partner and brother in and we had we had a 
delightful time.  

Q: And the station that you your first station is?  

A: That was Floyd Thompson at that time and then it became Kath Brothers and I still 
own that same gas station.  

Q: On the corner of?  

A: Roselawn and Lexington. And I think that the first two GI’s coming back from home 
they were all sympathetic to this here. And if you don’t mind me saying that I was through 
the ropes over there and I had flown bombers and I had myself a few bailouts and I was 
always fortunately gifted finding my way back. It was just kinda scary but it was neat.  

Q: Now you said you were flying bombers, you are a pilot?  

A: Yea.  

Q: You’re a pilot.  

A: Yes, a pilot and an engineer and in fact I think one of the neat things is that I am still 
with the organization that we take these young children and we take them through these 
bombers and explain to them what it was. It was kinda scary you know and we would have 
to take the bombs and the bomb racks were actually right on both sides of the catwalk is that 
far and that wide and when the bomb bay doors open up that’s really scary at about 35,000 
feet. Then you fuse up the bombs and everything is go - then they start dropping them out 
and if you get one that was hung up, that is a live bomb and it’s got to be very carefully 
kicked out. And you are hanging over there and you have a strap and it’s a harness and you 
got enough lateral movement to get into it. It was interesting but scary.  

Q: I can understand that, it would be very scary and the bailout is when your plane gets 
hit?  

A: Yep, and you are on fire and then you jump. But I always made sure that the people I 
was responsible for got out first and I think that I had to grow up in a hurry and it was - all 
of my brothers were in the service and it was a good learning lesson.  
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Q: Now you moved to Rosetown when you were 2?  

A: Yep.  

Q: Where did you go to school?  

A: At Lexington School District 10 County Rd B and Lexington.  

Q: And your whole family went there?  

A: Yes.  

Q: And you walked up, how did you get there?   

A: Well, gee back at that time you know you would hope that somebody - a car would 
come by you know and pick you up. There weren’t too many automobiles that way but we 
always seemed to get a ride. If the weather was bad or something like that, everyone would 
pick up each other and it was very exciting. As I look back at it was a very exciting time of 
life - at that time it was hardship. As you grew up and knew what it was, everybody had the 
same thing and that was nothing. It was what you make out of nothing that makes you and I 
think I did quite well.  

Q: Yes you did, yes you did, so then you went to Lexington School for eight years?  

A: Yep.  

Q: And then you went to?  

A: Murray High School.  

Q: And how did you get there?  

A: Well I had a job - that didn’t pay very much. I was just a butcher helper at a grocery 
store.  

Q: What does a butcher helper do?  

A: We sweep and make sure there was a enough sawdust around on the floor of the 
butcher shop you know. Then you clean up and the gristle or this suet and things like this 
here and that has to be put into - you would take all the blood off this here and then you 
pack it up and you could get that thing about 10 cents a pound. Now we feed it to the birds.  

Q: Where was the store?  

A: It was at Radman’s at Lexington and Larpenteur. And then of course, you know, 
you’d stick your finger into the cookie jar and grab out 2 or 3 and this is a bonus. But don’t 
eat your bonus up.  

Q: So then you went through Murray High School?  

A: Then I went into the service.  

Q: Into service.  

A: Then I found my way over into Italy and I think one of the - I just went through all 
the way through Italy and through Europe and I had my - some tough times there, you 
know. It was rough. But I would like to get to this here particular one thing - is that we all 
ate in a camp. There was no heat in the tents and it was cold, very cold, and we had about 4 
foot of snow when we moved in there and no tents. We had some blankets and we would 
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dive into it with our feet first and then you would come back out and rap a blanket around 
you and go back into it and this was about 2 weeks we had this.  

Q: Is this a prisoner of war camp?  

A: No, no this was an unexpected treat for us. We people from the northern section - we 
know how to handle snow but the southern people, they just had a bad time. And you are 
gonna wish you were dead before it’s all over with but things got better. My wife she lived 
right next door to the station and all of a sudden this little beauty came through there and I 
said, “My, you are something special!” So I married her and we now live over on Lake 
Owasso.  

Q: Tell us about how you could grow one gas station into a gas company?  

A: Well, today it is - we started out with the one and then we started out or then we built 
quite a number of own. Then the gas business, the bottom fell out of it. You couldn’t sell 
them, you couldn’t give them away. And then all of a sudden things got better.  

Q: When did the bottom fall out and what caused it?  

A: You see they fluctuate the price of wholesales, and that’s the first thing to do. When 
people stop buying, then they have a chance to start moving down the ladder financially, but 
we come out of that. There was a lot of people that never did come out of it. We were lucky 
enough to come out of it and then I moved it down to into Little Canada with the building. 
It was the old lumber company that we modified. It was marriage of heaven from there on. 
You got 24 hours a day to work and sometimes 26 hours a day - a lot of times you would see 
from one sunset to sunrise and it was good. It was very interesting and I enjoyed it. I had a 
lot of friends but I would like to take this moment to say this - that I was broke more times 
than the average guy could have a dollar but nobody came away hungry from our place. If 
they needed a buck you gave them a buck. If they needed gas, and people were hard times 
but they all come back. And I think that we were rewarded for that a 1000 times over 
because it grew into a great giant. We right now have gas stations from here all the way up to 
Duluth.  

Q: Now you said you where oiling this house that you had, how did the gas stations 
grow into the oil business?  

A: The homes were heated with the oil, you see, and there weren’t there wasn’t any gas - 
there was no gas lines or anything. This if you had gas you had propane and then you would 
have your big tanks out there. Then they eventually put pipes in and then I got to  - one of 
the highlights I was - the gas people from the state and then I got to be the energy 
commissioner of the State of Minnesota. That allowed this. My wife and I got invited to the 
White House during the time of the President that his wife - he was the he lived in the 
southern states, and I can’t think of his name right now it was -  

Q: Bush? –  

A: No, this was –  

Q: What year? -  

A: Well this was about 19 – I don’t know, I can’t remember.  Any way, we got an 
invitation to come to the White House. As he was there, we met his wife and they took us 
down to the tunnel at the White House and fed us and talked a long time. They gave us a 
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personal invitation to come to their home and he was down in the cotton belt down there 
and it was the President's brother was the drinker –  

Q: Jimmy Carter –  

A: Jimmy Carter, there you go. And we spent some time down there and I could not 
think of a finer lady than her. She invited us into their home, insisted that we would stay 
with them for awhile. And I had my motor home down there and she said no you must 
come into our home. What a lovely lady. Well don’t you know it was about a short time later 
that Mrs. Carter passed away. And I come home and my wife was just crying her heart out. I 
says, “What’s the matter, Evelyn?” She says, “Mrs. Carter passed away today.” Right of 
course I shed a tear right with her. She was the type of person that you just wanted to be 
around and here I am a good Republican and she’s a Democrat. She says it doesn’t make any 
difference. She gave my wife so many memorabilias that she should take back home and 
then she knitted a flag of the United States, an American Flag, and she sent that up to her 
and I thought that was one of the most gracious things. Then a rug that came with it and I 
was sitting there handing the flag to my wife, Evelyn, and we sent her a picture down there.  

Q: Tell us a little bit about the business environment up there, when did you move up 
into the old lumber yard in Little Canada?  

A: What happened down to it was then - we started into a recession and I had too much 
land up there and the City of Roseville did not want tanks out there. Now I was the energy 
commissioner of Minnesota at that time and there wasn’t that much fuel around. It had to be 
spread very sparingly. No one that we ever had and people that were not customers of ours, 
they got fuel. You know there was very little. There was no natural gas or anything, so 
anyway we got it, and all of these kind things that was given back I think that I enjoyed those 
favors back a 1000 times. But there was a lot of poor people back at that time too. They 
never went hungry and I’ve really prided that and if they owed me some money and they 
weren’t able to pay it, you can’t squeeze blood out of a turnip so you just well if you ever get 
some. A lot of them never did get it but you know I really survived too.  

Q: We talked to a friend of yours Roger Hess earlier today.  

A: Roger, Roger, yes he’s a fine guy.  

Q: He was at one end of Rice Street in Roseville with his business and you are kind of at 
the other end very close to Roseville. Tell us about some of the businesses that are between 
you and Roger along Rice Street there? Any that are as old as yours?  

A: I think we are probably is about the oldest one in petroleum business or the 
petroleum associated. Good thing that you mentioned that - he’s got my razor down there I 
have to go fix it. Anyway Roger is a very fine friend. And Roger is another fellow that if a 
guy needed a buck, he gave it to him and it was just that way. You never when you gave 
something, you never expected back. If you get it back it was a bonus and it was nice. People 
cared about people, that was the way. Today I think it is a little different right now. 
Everybody has money and there is money available for all these here things. It was a good 
time to live here. It really was a fine time to live. No one that I ever knew ever went hungry. 
People were just concerned about each other. So I am happy to stay there. I think everyone 
prospered. Then the piece of property when my dad and mom had it over there, I was the 
administrator of their land. I was the executive director of this here and I sold a piece of 
property and gave 50 percent of it to the Salvation Army and the other 50 percent of it went 
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to welfare. “Why,” somebody asked me “Why did you do that?” This is the judge down 
there breaking it up there and I says, “ You know, my mom and dad were fortunate enough 
to never have to go on relief. They had a job all the way through. And this is just the spare 
parts that was left and it was well blessed.” And I was very proud of it and I think that my 
dad and mom must have been smiling that day because you did it right. I just felt that it was 
done right. And I don’t think anybody in my family hurts.  

Q: Why don’t you tell us a little bit about your school days at District 10?  

A: My school days? My teachers had to love me because I was not the most studious 
person and I tried my best. I was not an honor student but I did make it through and 
sometimes I’m sure like anybody else they had to mark it up a little bit in order to give me 
some kind of a showing of some sort or another. It was a fine time to be alive and this point 
because everybody had the same thing and it was practically nothing but they all survived. 
Because people helping people. And I wonder, I wonder, I will just go back into it, I made 
the statement when we got over into Italy, Italy took a bad beating with the German people 
and I says, “You know this is just like the Depression back over in the States.” They just 
could not understand what a depression was. We had it too but everybody helped everyone 
else. It was a good time to be alive.  

Q: I’m going to stop you for just a minute while she puts a fresh tape in for recording 
here.  

A: Are we doing all right?  

Q: We are doing just fine. If I had another five minutes of tape we could probably finish.  

A: That’s okay.  

Q: But we only have a minute or two left.  

A: I want everyone to know in the whole world that you have to give in order to receive.  

Q: That’s right.  

A: And that was the main part of the whole thing. We all wind up with too much.  

Q: We all, excuse me I didn’t hear?  

A: We all wind up with too much. I think that if we I have a place up north we are just 
talking now.  

Q: No, we are on tape again.  

A: Oh are we. Oh Hi there.  

Q: But go ahead.  

A: I have a place up north that the people when I built the place up there, it was tough. 
It was just exactly like it is there was no - logging was about the only thing that you could do.  

Q: Where is up north?  

A: North is at Kerrick, Minnesota. If you got everybody to get into school you could put 
the whole township population right into this room here. They have nothing but they are 
proud people, very proud.  
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Q: I have asked quite a few of the people who have come in for interview what changes 
that they have been happiest with in Roseville. As they have watched Roseville develop from 
Rosetown into a city, as they have watched their business or their businesses change, 
whether from farming to industrial or as businesses have grown, so I throw that out to you, 
what changes do you?  

A: I think that it was a very, very interesting this and it was just shortly a few years after 
the war was over and everyone was back home and now I always felt this way that the 
President that we had at that particular time put everyone back to work. They built Route 66 
and that was the GI’s traveling road. It went from the East to the West Coast and you could 
get your kicks on 66 and that was what put America back onto their feet. We can do today 
more than any other country can. We have just about when everyone else seems to almost 
catch up with us, we spring a new one and I can say it like this “God Bless America!” He 
certainly has blessed America. Now there is a lot or a few of us that has taken advantage of it 
and that you allow, but I don’t see anyone hungry any more and this is beautiful. So we got 
we should all be given a big thanks for that.  

Q: As you look at the City of Roseville, and compare it back to when you were a boy, are 
there any things that stand out to you as especially important within our City?  

A: Yes I could say that there has been a lot of big changes and they have all been for the 
benefit of the people. The finest people that I know of are the residents of Roseville. They 
really are and I think that the average person takes very good care of what we have and they 
are very proud of it. I get down into the south - of course I can’t stand it too much down 
there, those people move too slow. But when we get back into here when they say, “How 
can you stand 8 inches of snow?” “That’s only for the beginning.” “What is it like?” I say, 
“It’s delightful. It is delightful.” That is when people come together. They need each other.  

Q: I thought I heard stories about snow at the station on Lexington and Roselawn?  

A: Snow?  

Q: Do you have stories about that?  

A: Sure, we had - the fella had a slusher and this is –  

Q: What’s a slusher?  

A: That’s a big bucket and they’d would push and pull the snow over and it would as the 
snow would build up, the horses’ tummies would rub against them snow drifts. I said, “ This 
is foolish.” So we put the first snow plow out on the road. We built our own and it was a 
weapons carrier surplus truck and we had pulleys over and cables coming back into it. It just 
worked neat. No more shovels.  

Q: What year was that?  

A: That was the first winter that I was there. That was back in, right at the end of the 
war. Actually how I started this is that he wanted to get out of this business so bad and I 
needed a job worse than he wanted to get out of there. But I got him all paid off and it was a 
lot of romance really. It was a place where people could  go and they could air it out. Some 
of the greatest war stories I ever heard came out of that. Then every once in awhile someone 
would get too many beers and you would have to take them home. We all worked out that 
too. It was good. It was a wonderful time to be alive.  
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Q: Herman Zuettel was a friend of mine so he has told me stories about going down to 
your station.  

A: Grandpa Zuettel was one of the neatest guys and he would come over and he would 
cut the grass. He liked it. He liked to have a beer. So he would put a little hay down for the 
horse and the horse would sit there. Then all of a sudden Herman would come down there 
about 5 hours later and the horses were still there and we had to put Grandpa into a vehicle 
and take him back home. And he liked it he would just go so then Herman would come 
down every 1 – 1½ to make sure that the grass was getting cut down there and things. It was 
a delightful time and no one got into trouble. Everyone took care of everyone else and you 
see if didn’t have a buck. you give him a buck. If he needed a beer you gave him a beer. I 
don’t drink.  

Q: Is there anything else that we should talk about here?  

A: Yep, I can only say it this way, if you want to end it up - I would say it like this, this 
was a this would be by far a tribute to the people of Roseville and I think that my mother 
and dad and the family that I grew up in where the most beautiful people that I have ever 
run into. They were. I would like to live it over again. But if I did it would be the same way 
because people helped people. Today I think they are starting to understand again but 
everyone has got enough and you know through our system everyone can eat. We got the 
finest system in the world and I think sometimes we abuse it. Then it ends like this: God 
Bless America and he certainly did. I was the happiest guy in the world when I came back 
and I touched the American soil again. And the telephones were so busy on the dock I took 
out of Newport News, Virginia and three years later I came back Newport News, Virginia in 
the same tub. It was nice and as I see when we moved in with these Italian people, I had a 
long time to venture with these people. We fed them, we always left enough so that each one 
would have it. Our cooks made sure that there was extra. Then you take it by the fence and 
you would fill their buckets up with and I will tell you one of the things that we got - we had 
the little guy that was - his dad was a barber of our company. They are all living in tents. I 
got tent fever, I hated it. But anyway we would always take our canteens full and then we 
would fill our mess kit up and close it up and then take it down to the other side of the fence 
you know and feed the kids. They would come back up and clean our tents up for us. Now 
how clean can you sweep up a dirt floor. And it was neat, those people never griped. They 
would come in there and they would fix up your tents, clean it all up, make your bed, and it 
was good. It was a good time of life.  

Q: Is there anything else you want to say?  

A: Nope.  

Q: Okay.  

A: God Bless America.  

Q: You’re right. Okay. Thanks Harry.  

A: Hey that was neat, I hope you got it.  

Q: Yep.  

A: And show it to everybody that has something to gripe about. 
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