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Q: This is Allen Carrier. We are doing our Pioneer Portrait. We are at CTV. So Allen, 
why don’t we start off by you telling us how you came to Rosetown.  

A: Well, on my mother’s side originally started or lived here for gosh, my mother was 
born here in Roseville or Rosetownship 90 years ago right on the farm. She then married Art 
Carrier who then when they were married then I was born here and raised here. I lived here 
in Rosetown and Roseville all my life which is 60 years. So I have seen many changes but 
that’s how I got to be here.  

Q: Now you say she was born on the farm, where was the farm?  

A: The farm was on what is now called Woodhill and Lexington Ave right on the corner 
that was the old farmstead. They sold fruit and flowers and stuff there from and old stand. 
From there, there was a business that was started across the street from that and then you 
got to what was called Carrier’s Groceries and Beer Tavern, Hardware, a business that grew 
and grew and was around for many years.  

Q: It had groceries and beer?  

A: It started out as just a little grocery store first in that little building and then they built 
a bigger building and it went into groceries and beer tavern and a gas station. I don’t know 
what year it was but they doubled the size of that building again what the building is now 
then they went into, got rid of the tavern part of it, went into hardware, groceries, and gas 
station.  

Q: Seems like a kind of a funny mix?  

A: Groceries and gas or groceries, gas, and beer tavern. Well that was all the essentials I 
guess what people needed. It was located on Lexington Ave. Use to be US Hwy 10 many 
years back until the freeway system came about so they had a good location.  

Q: Now your mom was born here?  

A: Mom was born here right on the farm.  

Q: She is a Reiling?  

A: She is a Reiling, yes.  

Q: Her dad was an immigrant?  

A: Pardon me?  

Q: Did your dad immigrate to this country or is that more generations than that?  
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A: No, I think he was here. Her mother immigrated from inlets of Germany when she 
was like just a little girl. Her and her brother had come over here. How they got together I 
don’t know.  

Q: Can you tell us a little bit more about the business, how it operated, who the 
customers were?  

A: Well, the business was actually my father and his brother, Elton, and my mother and 
Elton’s wife Rose. Elton and my dad were brothers and the wives were sisters. It was kind of 
unique. Elton was the first one that started into the business and started making it grow and 
then later on my dad had gone to business school and administrative school so he got into 
the business along with his brother and they had a good business. As far as the hardware 
store, it was at the time when Roseville was just building and a lot of contractors came in for 
their goods so they had a lot of contractors business there which was really good. And of 
course as the families moved in here it was a grocery store there so they had a good business 
with that.  

Q: How was the population distributed around that area?  

A: I know now we have city hall and the fire station and we’ve got the big apartment 
building there on the other side of Lexington. I remember it not hardly being any homes 
around here I mean my father and mother built the house on the old farmstead. My 
grandfather couldn’t give them any money because they were so poor so he told them to 
pick out an acre within the farmland and they could build a house which they did. And of 
course when I grew up there, there wasn’t only maybe one or two other houses nearby 
otherwise it was all field. That’s the way I grew up. Not to much, there was a lot of farmland 
around. I don’t know what else. The building across, my uncle George Riling which was my 
mother’s brother, had a business right across the Carrier’s business. That was a car 
dearlership, a General Motors car dealership and had that there for many, many, many years. 
Had a service part in there and all new cars. Did autobody work in the basement of that 
particular building. He later got out of that and into appliances and later on sold all of that to 
the City. City hall was in that building for quite sometime. He was also instrumental in 
helping to build the fire station right next door. It was his property so he helped them with 
that. My father was one of the people who helped organize the fire department back in 1944. 
He was a charter member and helped get that thing started and he served for 27 years and 
had to leave because of his age.  

Q: How did they fight fires in 44?  

A: To start off they didn’t have any equipment. Lot of grass fires back in those days so 
what they did, they went up to the fire station and got little pump cans and put them in their 
cars and went to the scene with their pump cans, brooms, and shovels in their own cars. 
Then they finally got a little pumper that was on a trailer and somebody would haul that 
around with their private vehicle and they had to pump from lakes to put fires out. It steadily 
grew. I remember a lot of that because my dad was in it and I use to go down there all the 
time and listen to the firefighters. Consequently, his brother got into and I got into and my 
brother got into it. I was many times with my father and uncle left the business to go to a 
fire, and nobody at the business because the fires you know. They were right across the 
street and they were quick to get there to get the trucks out. A lot of times there was nobody 
at the store until either my uncle’s wife came down or my mother had to walk all the way 
down to the store until they got back.  
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Q: How did they know that there was a fire that they needed to report?  

A: There was a direct phone line and there was a phone in the store and that was the fire 
line came right into the store besides into the fire station. Then hooked up a our private 
homes but to begin with, they pushed a button right on the wall in the store that blew a siren 
and then the siren alerted the firefighters that there was a fire. They would, like my dad or 
brother, would run across the street and write the address on the blackboard and so then 
when the other firefighters came they knew right where to go. During the night time 
somebody stayed right at the fire station at night answered the phone and then blew the sire 
to get the firefighters there. Of course that has changed now everybody wears a pager and so 
it is very sophisticated now. Technology has come about but that was the way it was done 
years back.  

Q: Of course the trucks have changed too?  

A: Oh, yes, the trucks have changed tremendously. The first truck I drove of course 
didn’t have no top on it. It was quite the convertible and then they rode on the backend of 
the truck 20 below zero you were riding back in the back. You know there was no sitting up 
where it is nice and warm. It was a lot different back then.  

Q: You would have to get warm when you got to the fire.  

A: Well, yea, actually you weren’t too cold going to the fire because your anticipation of 
the fire and adrenaline was flowing and that kept you quite warm. But there were many times 
that it got cold at the fire or after the fire and it was really cold coming back because of 
course your adrenaline has stopped flows.  

Q: And you were wet.  

A: Probably wet, yea.  

Q: Can you tell us a little bit about the fire at the pipelines that happened just a few years 
ago?  

A: Well, I was there. I was on the second pumper in and our job being the second 
pumper in was to lay a supply line to the first pumper who was there and lay that out to the 
hydrant. We didn’t feel at the time that it was a real, the explosion had already taken place 
and that killed I think either 2 or 3 of the workers there. But we felt that there wouldn’t be 
another explosion because the gas was flowing out of the pipelines themselves and we 
contained that and just made sure that no sparks got at it. It wasn’t burning in one of the big 
tanks so it wasn’t that type of a fire. Although there was a lot of black smoke that was visible 
for many, many miles and drew a lot of people. We called in Mutual Aide to help us.  

Q: Now are you talking about the one that was at the loading dock or are you talking 
about a previous one to that too?  

A: No, that was the previous one.  

Q: What year was that, when did that one happen?  

A: Oh, boy. That was probably 15 years ago maybe.  

Q: And then the one at the loading dock, where you at that one too?  

A: Yes, I was there also.  

Q: Tell us about that one.  
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A: That one was probably a little bit more scary because the tanker trucks were sitting on 
the loading dock had fuel in them and there was always a possibility of an explosion there. 
But we did a very successful job on it and nobody got hurt on that particular fire.  

Q: No one at all?  

A: No, that was really something that was quite an amazing feat.  

Q: What other changes have you seen in the firefighting area?  

A: I got what we called the air packs with the breathing apparatus the first ones that we 
had were a canister type attached on your face and you breath through a little canister and 
that didn’t last very long. And then they got into an actual oxygen tank that you carried with 
you on your back and the mask. In those days, they were kept in the back part of the rig so 
when you got to the fire you had to go to the back part of the rig and put them on. A lot of 
the times they got cold in on the way to the fire if it was in the winter time. When you 
started breathing into them little frost particles would get into the face mask so you had 
these little particles floating around the face mask. There were a lot of times when the face 
piece got dipped in the snow before you got it on which made it a lot more difficult. And 
now of course you get in the truck now they sit up in the front where it is nice and warm 
and they slipped down the air pack and put it on the way to the fire so that when they get 
they are all set to go. That is a big change.  

Q: How much do those weigh?  

A: Pardon me?  

Q: How much do they weigh, how much gear does that have with it?  

A: With all the gear the air pack and everything else its probably 40 – 45 pounds.  

Q: That’s a lot.  

A: You know now the air tanks are a lot lighter now then they were years back also. That 
has lightened up. And now they are getting into helmets, head gear, that they can see into the 
smoke. They can see these infrared type sights that they can very expensive type of gear but 
I have not seen them. I have been off of the department now for a few years. I put in 30 
years and retired from that now but they are getting into some very sophisticated type of 
equipment.  

Q: Anything else about the firefighting line that we should talk about?  

A: I don’t think so, the only thing that I might mention is that you mentioned how the 
firefighters got contacted. Like in the evening time, of course they had a watchmen at the 
fire station the one fire station that they had and he would blow the siren so that those 
people that were living close by heard a siren they would get up and go. But then there were 
what they called two dispatches that had phones in their private homes. They would get the 
call, listen in on the call and then they would do a phone system, dialing system, that would 
call firefighters and that firefighter would call others. They had a regular tree system set up 
for calling the firefighters in. That’s how a lot of the firefighters carried the gear in their car 
at that time and went right to the fire from their homes. A lot of times the fire might be just 
down the street from where they lived so instead of going to the fire station they would go 
to the fire in their own personal cars with their gear right in the car.  

Q: And of course today they don’t go in their personal cars at all?  
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A: No personal cars are allowed to go to the fires now unless sometimes if its an 
emergency type of situation such as a bad car wrecks. There might be some EMT that they 
might go there and help out right away but essentially now everybody has to come to the fire 
station and get on the rig and go. Roseville has had a volunteer fire department and still has 
a volunteer department. It has been volunteer ever since the start of it and it is still all 
volunteers. The only paid personnel are the fire marshal and the assistant fire marshal who 
work for the City and are paid. The fire marshal himself is not on the fire department and his 
assistance inspector is on the fire department. But it is strictly all volunteer.  

Q: What about the fire chief?  

A: Fire chief is volunteer. Years ago, well years ago it use to be those that felt that they 
could do the job ran for an election of the job. The chief did and the two assistant chiefs and 
ran for those positions and their elections from the firefighters who elected the chiefs of the 
department. Then at one time when it was just the one station then they built a station two 
over on Fairview and then later a station three on Dale Street and then they got into what 
they call districts and so now they have district chiefs. Those were elected by the fire 
department personnel. Now there are no more elections for those people. I think the last 
election was maybe a year ago two years ago. The City is more or less I suppose want to 
keep things the way they are right now and maybe start looking for paid personnel to run the 
department. I’m not sure.  

Q: Anything else about the fire department we should talk about?  

A: No. It took a lot of my time when I was on 30 years of it. I was an officer for pretty 
much all those years. I was a district chief for a couple years until I retired and my brother 
was on for 30 years and my father was for 27 years and my uncles was on for 21 years so 
kind of a family affair there for awhile.  

Q: A lot of expertise in fighting fires.  

A: Yes, right.  

Q: No problem on your mothers 90th birthday then with the candles.  

A: No. I think she worried a lot when she worried about four of her close family people 
going running off to a fire wondering if they were gonna make it back.  

Q: Did she have any close calls?  

A: Not really. I remember one time when we got to a fire when a child that was suppose 
to be in a burning house. I put on an air pack and the chief told me to go in and technically 
you are not supposed to go in by yourself. There was a crew, the fire was in the basement, 
the crew was advancing hose down the stairway and they told me that a child was in the 
back bedroom was still in the house and the chief told me that if I could go in to go in. I did 
go in by myself which technically you shouldn’t do but being a child in danger of dying I 
went in. I crawled over the living room floor and I could feel it droop down a little bit. Well 
it so happens that fire was right directly underneath that particular floor where I crawled in. I 
apparently crawled right over that fire but I made my way back to the bedrooms and 
searched around for quite sometime. My tank bell ran off which means running out of air so 
I went back out but I crawled around the edge of the wall. I didn’t crawl over the same spot 
that I went in. When I got out I had found out that the child was outside and was over at the 
neighbors house. That is the only virtually close call that I ever really had.  
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Q: Training must be good?  

A: A lot of training, a lot of training. When I got on, basically you learned on the job 
type of training. We did have training but a lot of it was on the job training. Now, when new 
people are on probation for a year, you don’t fight any fires until you had your complete 
training. You went to school for firefighting so they just don’t take them off the street and 
put them on a front hose and go into a fire anymore, it’s not done. Years ago when I got on 
it was kind of slim for firefighters so you probably drove a truck right away or run the front 
end of the fire line right away without a real lot of training. But yes there was and still is an 
awful lot of training.  

Q: Which is why the department has been so safe?  

A: That’s why is safe, yes.  

Q: And why it has been successful. And why you have awards. Yes. Where did their 
award come from, I don’t remember?  

A: They were the Fire Department of the Year which that was probably 5 or 6 years ago 
I suppose that they received that.  

Q: Pretty impressive anyway.  

A: Yes.  

Q: Pretty impressive.  

A: It’s one of the few departments as far as underwriters fire rating of fire departments 
very few fire departments in the State of Minnesota achieve what they call a Class Three. I 
think there is probably only 4 o r 5 in the whole state that achieve that class of rating which 
is really helpful for the businesses in the city because of their insurance rates so that is how 
they determine some of the insurance rates is by there class. So being a Class Three fire 
department its very unique.  

Q: When did the hardware store close down?  

A: When my father wanted to leave or get out of the business, him and his brother 
wanted to get out of the business, they wanted me to buy the business. I thought about it 
but I thought about all the hours that they put in there, you know, when they were done at 
the store they would go home and do book work at night. Spend a lot of hours there and 
hours at home and I just thought that I didn’t want to put that many hours working. Its nice 
to be your own boss but I just that I didn’t want to do it so then my brother Richard took it 
over and bought the building and store. He changed the whole thing into hardware at that 
time then. I can’t remember what year that was. That was probably 15 years ago I suppose 
when he took over. I don’t really remember. I am very bad at dates.  

Q: In the last fifteen years, there have been a lot of super huge hardware building supply 
stores?  

A: They were very competitive when they came in and it was hard to compete with them 
so then he sold the building and people that bought the building were in the bike business. 
They had a location on Cty Rd D and Lexington. It’s a little building and they were very 
happy to get this building. It quadrupled their size almost as far as what they could do in it. 
Now it’s a very successful bike business there but the building is still there.  
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Q: I am kind of interested in hearing how businesses grew and how they expanded and 
the relationships of the customers. We haven’t talked a lot about, in the interviews that 
we’ve done, we haven’t talked about businesses like that that are customer driven. We talked 
about the farming type things but not about that sort of business.  

A: Of course, I spent a lot of time working there myself, being one of the sons I spent a 
lot of time working there.  All the customers come in you get to know them by first name. I 
know that many of the customers had charge accounts there. They would come in and do 
their grocery shopping and charge their groceries there and later on my dad would send bills 
and they would pay them. It was kind of unique type of business also that they had charge 
accounts. Of course some of those they got bitten on and consequently there were a lot of 
people that didn’t pay up their bills so that was kind of a loss also. As far as customer 
oriented, you got to know all your customers. A lot of them by first name, being working in 
the hardware part of the business, which is the part I really liked was the hardware part of it, 
I got to know a lot of the contractors and a lot of the people that came in and like I say you 
got to know them by first name. The hardware part of it was kind of unique. People would 
come in with a problem and it was nice that you could help them solve their problem. But 
the type of hardware store that had everything there was to do to make to do peoples home 
projects and stuff. I mean they didn’t sell a lot of appliances and knick knacks and those type 
of things.  

Q: We are going to stop here while she puts a new tape in the tape deck.  

A: Sure.  

Q: So the type of hardware store it was, was a construction type hardware store as 
opposed to what you see today which is a little bit of everything.  

A: It was a type of store that it was a nuts and bolts type hardware store I mean that was 
all the cared about was things to fix little projects all the way up to what a contractor needed 
to building homes and businesses out here. If there were somethings that they didn’t have, 
they could always order them and have them delivered but it was a nuts and bolts type 
hardware store. A lot of customers would come in and ask for something and it was 
probably very old that they would have to replace it. My dad would say, “Oh, I got one of 
those someplace back here,” and he would go way back and dig underneath some of the 
drawers and stuff and come up with one of those little type of things the person needed. A 
lot of people commented about that.  

Q: I’ve always been amazed at the people who can do that.  

A: Yea, right. Figure out where it is.  

Q: What about regulations on businesses, how did the regulations as Roseville, well, as 
Rosetown changed to Roseville, as the population moved out government got more 
involved with what was going on in businesses as well as in what you could build and all of 
that. How did that effect your store?  

A: It was just that they would have to have the permits or licenses do to any of the 
certain types of business that they did. You had to have a permit or license to sell groceries, 
you had to have a license or permit to sell beer, you know to sell gas, to sell hardware so you 
had many license that they had to do or buy. As far as regulations, I really don’t know if they 
were really regulated all that much as far as you know what to sell or not to sell. I don’t 
remember that.  
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Q: I would think the beer and gas licenses would be fairly heavily regulated.  

A: Yea, they are really now. Years back it was just that you bought the license that says 
you could sell beer it was the 3-2 beer it wasn’t strong beer. Although they did have a tavern 
or when they had the tavern I don’t know what kind of license they had then. I remember 
one incident that my mother use to tell all the time. When I was first born, being a family 
business of course, they all worked down at the store at one time or another and there were 
times when just my father and mother worked down at the store. They said that they kept 
me in the back part of the store where people brought in their and return their bottles and 
stuff. They would go back and bring their bottles and stuff back and here I would be laying 
on the floor sleeping on the floor in a little baby sleeping back there and I kind of frightened 
them but that is where I spent some of my baby days. Was back in the back room where 
people brought their bottles back.  

Q: Mom and pop shop that’s what happens.  

A: Right. But I as I got older I went to work there when I was 5 or 6 years old I would 
sweep the floor and then I got into carton eggs up. You had to count the eggs and carton 
those up. We bought potatoes by the 100 pound sacks and made 10 pound bags out of 
those. That’s what I did. Started doing all the little jobs and just kept working up until I 
could start waiting on customers.  

Q: What was your favorite job?  

A: Well my favorite job was working in the hardware side of the business. Working with 
those that came into the hardware part of it. I helped you know stock some of the shelves 
there. I helped stock some of the grocery too but my uncle, Uncle Al, his sons and daughters 
more or less worked but he took care of the grocery side of it. My father took care of the 
hardware part of the business but I think me and my brother both enjoyed working the 
hardware side of it. We were just that type of people who liked to work with tools and stuff. 
We both liked that part of it.  

Q: The problem solving part.  

A: Yea, and just selling and I just didn’t care to be stocking tomatoes and cucumbers and 
stocking the grocery part of it. I did some of that but not a lot.  

Q: Where did you go to school?  

A: Well I spent grade school at St. Rosalima Catholic school. Spent 1st through 8th 
grade at St. Rose and then when I was in the 8th grade, or 7th grade I know they started 
building a new high school in this area which was which what is now the Roseville Area 
High School. So when I went to school there it was brand new. My class, the class that I was 
in was the first class that went from freshman all the way through senior classes. Was then 
called Ramsey High School. I went to Ramsey what is now called Roseville Area High 
School.  

Q: How did you get down to St. Rosalima because that is a big piece from your?  

A: Usually just somebody, there weren’t no busses then, we weren’t bussed. We either 
walked or which I did walk to school a lot of times but we had somebody that usually drove 
us there and picked us up when school was over.  

Q: That is a long walk in the winter time.  
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A: It was. I remember some of those walks and they were cold.  

Q: Is there anything else that we should talk about, Allen, that we haven’t talked about?  

A: I don’t remember anything now I will probably remember them when I leave I will 
probably remember them. I wish I would have said that but no I just I have always loved 
Roseville. I still live here now and in fact I still live on the old farmland in the house that I 
built was built on the old farmland. I have actually lived on the same square block area all my 
life except for a few years when I lived in an apartment. I still lived in Roseville but I lived in 
an apartment. It is just a unique city and I have always loved it and things have been great 
here.  

Q: I really appreciate you coming in.  

A: Appreciate it.  

Q: As I say, if you have some pictures of old fire gear or any of that kind of thing. I 
know the fire department did a book sometime ago and maybe there are some pictures and 
what not that we could borrow. We will be in touch with that. 
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