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Mary: Today is the 29th of October, we’re in the home of Larry Gross on Burke 
Avenue, just off of Lexington. Larry, why don’t you start off by telling us how you came to 
Roseville. 

Larry: I came out to Roseville - when I was - I don’t even know how old I was - I was in 
the third grade that’s all I know. And we lived on Parker at that time. The house was right I 
the middle of this - My father had a whole acre here from Parker to Burke, and we lived in 
the middle of this acre. Small house, at that time. Later on in years, we built a house on 
Parker. Of course at that time, it was all farms out here, garden farms, pig farms, dairy farms, 
and right down the street here on Burke - it wasn’t there too long, there was a fox farm. It 
was just there a short while, and then they sold the fox and that was the end of it. 

Mary: The fox were grown to  

Larry: For furs, for coats,  

Mary: The little stole things, with the fox running around somebody’s shoulders. What 
year was it when you moved out here?  

Larry: It must have been like golly maybe 1935 or 1936. 

Mary: And why did your family move out here. 

Larry: My father - he had bought this whole acre before he was even married. Both my 
mother and father - they came from Pine City, they were farmers up there. They met up 
there, and got married and then moved to the city. And my father worked for Kopper’s 
Coke - we lived in town, like I said I was in the third grade, and we moved out here. But he 
just wanted to get back out here in the country. So that’s when he built this little house. 

Mary: He wanted the rural life again. 

Larry: Right. 

Mary: Going back to his roots. But he still worked for Koppers? 

Larry: He worked out there, all his life, until he retired.  

Mary: Now an acre is a fair amount of land. Did you have a farm here too? 

Larry: This end of the half acre was all garden, from the half all the way out to the street 
was a vegetable garden. We had everything in there. 

Mary: Did you raise it for the family? 

Larry: Just for the family. It was all - my mother canned  carrots, peas, and all the crops 
that we grew. Of course part of it was strawberries and raspberries, and that was also 
canned.  
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Mary: Pretty big family. 

Larry: Just a sister. 

Mary: Now in 1935 or 6 when you moved out here there weren’t a whole lot of houses 
around.  

Larry: No, I’d say on Parker where we lived, I’d say there were maybe 5 houses, all the 
way from Lexington to Victoria. And on this street there were maybe 3 or 4. 

Mary: And on County Road B? 

Larry: That was about the same thing. there was just one house there, about straight 
north of here. There was just one house there. Some place I have a picture, I don’t know 
what the occasion was, you could see all the way to that house. County Road B, there was 
nothing there. 

Mary: No trees No? 

Larry: Right across the street, that was a garden farm. In fact, I used to work on that 
garden farm. 

Mary: Who owned that farm? 

Larry: That was Krause - Henry Krause. 

Mary: You worked there. What kind of crops did he raise? 

Larry: That was onions, carrots, just about any kind of vegetables. 

Mary: Where did your mom do her grocery shopping. 

Larry: I don’t know - there was a store down on Front Street. They called it Most’s. They 
did most of their shopping there. 

Mary: So you had to go into town. And for you to go to school. You went to... 

Larry: Lexington, right up here. 

Mary: And at that point it was a four-room school. 

Larry: Right. 

Mary: What don’t you tell us a little bit about the school day, what you did, the ball team, 
some of the events. 

Larry: When I got into the 7th and 8th grade - well they always had a ball team. Even the 
kids ahead of me - they played ball ever since I went there. But when I got up into the 7th 
and 8th grade, then I played ball. And we had fairly good teams. We’d play the different 
schools out here. And at the end of the year, we would have a tournament. The best one 
would will a trophy. But that was about all the sports we had - they called it softball at that 
time.  

Mary: Where was the ball field then. 

Larry: It was straight west of the school. It was back in that - well just about where you 
live - should I say the NW corner? 

Mary: Right along B 
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Larry: Yeah, at that time it didn’t go back as far as it does now. It didn’t go back that far. 

Mary: Who were some of the other kids on your ball team. 

Larry: Oh golly, I wouldn’t even remember any more. There was one Marvin Tschida, 
another was a Christensen, but I don’t remember his first name. 

Mary: You had a pretty close walk to school. 

Larry: About two blocks - a block and a half. 

Mary: Did you go home for lunch? 

Larry: Yes. 

Mary: So you didn’t participate..... 

Larry: Once in a while if my mother was going to do something, if they were going to go 
shopping or something, then I would eat at the school, take a lunch. 

Mary: Why don’t you tell us a little about the church, because the church came out here 
at that time. 

Larry: Yeah, St. Rose - of course that was built some years later. When we first moved 
here we had to go to St. Andrew - there wasn’t a church around here, so we went to St. 
Andrew’s. That’s where I made my first communion was at St. Andrew’s.  Then later on in 
years - I don’t remember what year it was, there was a Father Abbott that had started St. 
Rose, and we went to church in the town hall over on County Road B and Hamline, right 
where the library is now, there was an old town hall that sat right on that corner. That’s 
where St. Rose started. 

Mary: Tell us a little bit about the inside of the town hall. What was it like, how many 
rooms did it have,  

Larry: There was no ‘rooms’ - there was just one great big room. There might have been 
like a coat room for - but I don’t even remember that. 

Mary: Did it have a basement? 

Larry: There was a basement. 

Mary: What was in the basement? 

Larry: That was just like a big room too. They’d have like dances upstairs - there was 
probably a bar in the basement. I don’t remember, but there probably was. Of course, they 
had a furnace room. There was an outdoor bif at that time.  

Mary: I know it was made out of brick. 

Larry: Brick building, yeah.  

Mary: So the church met at the town hall. 

Larry: Yeah. 

Mary: Then??? 

Larry: Later on in years, they built a basement church - at that time - we went to church 
down in the basement. We went there for many years. [Cough] We went to the church in the 
basement for many years. In fact, I think when we were married, we first started going to the 

Rem
em

be
rin

g R
os

ev
ille

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



 

 

part upstairs. It was like an auditorium; that’s what it was going to be later on in years. And 
they just put pews in there, and they made an altar and we went to church until they built the 
new one. 

Mary: So the first building is part of the school now. 

Larry: Yep, it’s the school. 

Mary: It must have been a pretty amazing project to take on, building that church with as 
few families out here in the area as there were at that time. 

Larry: It was yeah. You mean the new church? 

Mary: I mean even the first church. The far-sightedness of the - that there was going to 
be a school... 

Larry: As far as I know, that church has never been out of debt.  

Mary: Always in debt. What kind of fund raisers - they must have had some fund raisers. 

Larry: Every once in a while, they’d have fund raisers. They’d go around, and you’d 
make a pledge for so much - but even today, once in a while, they come around for that.  

Mary: I think that’s part of whatever congregation you’re a member of  

Larry: I think so too. 

Mary: There’s never enough money to do everything you want to do. How many families 
were in the church when it first started. 

Larry: I wouldn’t have no idea. You mean when it first started? 

Mary: Yeah, at first. 

Larry: I would guess maybe 25 or 30. You see the Town Hall wasn’t very big, and I can 
remember when the people did go, they would only have one mass, so many people - this 
was with children and grownups. It was so crowded, that some people had to stand outside 
of the door because there wasn’t enough room inside. But just guessing I would say maybe 
50 families, 35 families. 

Mary: As I say, that was an awfully big commitment for those families to take on a 
building. 

Larry: Yeah, it was, yeah. 

Mary: And now the church is I know is at least 50 years old. It was built in ‘37 or 
something like that? 

Larry: ’37?  

Mary: I think it was something like that. OK - now you’ve raised a family here, too. 
What year did you get married? 

Larry: ’51. 

Mary: After the service, before the service.... 

Larry: I was in the service when we got married.  

Mary: You were in which branch of the service were you in? 
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Larry: Army. I was in twice - I was drafted just after the Second World War and then 
when the Korean War started, I was right  

Mary: You got to go back. 

Larry: Yeah, they liked me so well they took me back.  

Mary: So you were married in ’51. And then you had some kids. Where did your kids go 
to school? 

Larry: They went to St. Rose. Then two of them went to Grace High School. and Mike, 
our second boy, he went over here to, was it Ramsey?  

Mary: You had a choice in where you were going to high school? You had a choice.. 

Larry: Not much. I went to Washington.  

Mary: There weren’t that many high schools around here. 

Larry: There was Washington, and I think there was Murray.  

Mary: How did you get to high school? What method of transportation did you use? 

Larry: One of the kids I used to run around with, his father worked down at a brass 
foundry, I think it was, down on Front. Front and Dale, someplace in that area. And we’d 
ride that far with him, walk to Washington - that was east of where he worked.  

Mary: Interesting how people got to school. 

Larry: Yeah. But then later on in years, that boy he got a car so then I rode with him.  

Mary: Let’s talk a little bit about the neighborhood. There weren’t many houses out here. 
It was basically all farms. When did the houses start to be built? Now it’s pretty heavily built 
up - I don’t think there’s any space on your old acre, even on the other pieces between 
Lexington and Victoria. 

Larry: I would say gradually after the Second World War, it started filling up with homes, 
people started building out here. 

Mary: Were there any things that happened with regard to sewer and water and what not 
that were problems or interesting occurrences... most houses here had wells, right? 

Larry: Yeah. Even here when we built this home, we had a well and we had a cess pool. 
All the homes at that time -- this is the way it was. 

Mary: OK. How did it come to happen that Roseville built a sewer system and started 
City water? What kinds of things happened? 

Larry: It was -- getting back to the well now, it was one of our boys -- they were in high 
school at the time. It was a science class, and they asked each kid to bring in a sample of 
their water. Well they took a sample of the water in, and they said we shouldn’t be drinking 
the water, it was too much nitrate - I think that’s what they called it - we shouldn’t be 
drinking the water. So that’s when the other wells out here, they were getting to be the same 
thing so the Village, they must have gotten the word, because it wasn’t long after that they 
started putting in the water. It was shortly after that they put in the sewers, well I don’t know 
which was first the sewer or the water, they were pretty close together. Because they did the 
whole thing at one time. They dug a trench right down the middle of the street, and they put 
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the water and the sewer in at the same time, instead of putting the water in at one time and 
digging it up again for the sewer. They did it all at one time.  

Mary: That’s makes sense. 

Larry: Yeah, it make sense, but they don’t always do it that way. 

Mary: It also make perfect sense that it was nitrate in the water, because of the gardens 
that were here. That would be something that would be in the fertilizer seeped into the 
ground and getting in to the wells. 

Larry: Yeah, yeah.  

Mary: You have a picture here looking north from your property out to county Road B 
or highway 36. Can’t see a thing on the picture. Are there any interesting people who lived 
around here? I know Mrs. Bedbury lived fairly close. 

Larry: Mrs. Bedbury. She was the head of the 4-H - I had belonged to the 4-H for many 
years. It was fun. They would - at the time I used to make model airplanes, she had, she 
would take them over to the state fair, or even the vegetables. You’d probably get a ribbon 
for it. You know this is still going on today.  

Mary: Now the girls for 4-H always did baking projects and so on. What did the boys 
do? You made model airplanes. 

Larry: I made model airplanes. I can’t say what the other kids did. But I would say that it 
would be mostly vegetables, because that’s what most everybody out here at that time did. 

Mary: Of course in my home town it was mostly animals. I come from a rural area where 
beef and milk and pork. We talked about church, we talked about school, why don’t we talk 
a little bit about transportation. When you were a kid, there was no bus service out here. 

Larry: We walked.  

Mary: So for fun. What did you do for fun. 

Larry: Well in the winter time, we’d walk down to Como Lake and go ice skating.  

Mary: About two miles. Did you have to shovel? 

Larry: No that was all taken care of. You know where that pavilion is down by the lake 
now, had a part underneath, a basement, it was like a warming house. We’d go in there, 
change our shoes and put on skates. But we used to do that quite often in the wintertime. 

Mary: And in the summertime, what did you do for fun? 

Larry: We’d go up to the reservoir. 

Mary: OK. 

Larry: Over there on Victoria. We’d spend an awfully lot of time in those woods over 
there. That was our second home. 

Mary: Doing what? 

Larry: Just walk through the woods. It was fun just to walk through. We were there all 
the time. 

Mary: For trapping purposes? 
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Larry: Later on in years, one of the kids I ran around with did do trapping, yet. He 
trapped muskrats. You see there were quite a few swamps around, and there were quite a 
few muskrats around here.  

Mary: What did you do with the muskrats? 

Larry: We take and skin them, and sell them to, at that time, I think the name on the 
company was Rose Brothers or something like that. We would sell the furs to them. It was 
pocket money. I think it was a dollar and a half or a dollar and a quarter for a fur.  

Mary: The meat - the fox farmer would want that. 

Larry: No we just threw that away.  

Mary: OK - you had a bicycle. 

Larry: Yeah, yeah. 

Mary: One of the problems kids have today is that bicycles get stolen. That happen to 
you? 

Larry: You never heard of that in those days, nope. We didn’t even have a lock for them. 
Never, never a problem. 

Mary: Your wife tells me that you did have your bike stolen.  

Larry: No, not me. 

Mary: Hit by a car - Ah, hit by a car. 

Larry: Oh yeah. 

Mary: Can you tell us about that? 

Larry: That was down on Lexington and Roselawn. I don’t know where I was, but I was 
going east on Roselawn, coming up to Lexington. And a fella, you know where Kath is now, 
he pulled out of there, and he was driving down the wrong side of the street. He hit me, and 
of course, I didn’t get hurt. Smashed up my bike.  

Mary: There was another accident. Somebody else told us about another accident that 
happened on Lexington, where there were two kids involved. You were all by yourself in this 
one. 

Larry: Yeah, all by myself. 

Mary: The fellow who had been in the service station had been tipping a few and didn’t 
know what side of the street he was on? 

Larry: Yeah, he had been in there drinking. There was a funny thing at the time. There 
was a greenhouse on the north side of the street, and there was a fellow in there. I knew him, 
I knew of him, I should say. And it just happened to be that he was standing out there. He 
used to work in that greenhouse, taking care of the flowers and stuff, was standing outside. 
It was dark, and I didn’t even know he was there. When he hit me, he came over and said, 
“If anything comes of this, now, you just remember that he was over there drinking. Don’t 
you forget that. And he was a witness, I think his name was  ... maybe I’d better not say it. 

Mary: Go ahead, you can say it. 

Larry: No, no.  
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Mary: No legal problems, then. 

Larry: He paid for fixing my bike, no problem. 

Mary: You didn’t get a new one out of it, huh? 

Larry: No, no.  

Mary: That’s too bad. That’s too bad. Tell us a little bit more about going over to the 
reservoir. I know that there is a very large area over there. 

Larry: What we’d do .. the acres were split between Shryer and Parker. We had a regular 
path going, right in back of these homes. We’d walk all the way from the swamp here on .. 

Mary: Victoria 

Larry: Victoria - no Parker, then we’d just walk in the houses, in the back of the houses 
all the way down to Victoria. Then we’d cross Victoria, and there was another woods on the 
other side of Victoria. Of course at that time we all had beebee guns. Hunt squirrels in there. 
We used to get squirrels every once in a while with our beebee guns.  

Mary: Could you swim over there? Was there water enough to swim? 

Larry: There was one down in there that was one down on Dale Street. There was a deep 
hole down in there. That was the Waterworks. They owned that property. There was a hole 
down in there and there was water in there. Once in a while we’d swim in there.  

Mary: But if you didn’t go swimming there, where would you go swimming? 

Larry: Out here at Lake Josephine.  

Mary: That would be dangerous, because this was Highway 10. 

Larry: It was Highway 10, but there really wasn’t that much traffic on it. The traffic at 
that time was practically nothing compared to what it is now.  

Mary: Today it’s kind of heavy. 

Larry: I would never think of doing it today, even if I was a kid.  

Mary: ? It had a bridge up over it. 

Larry: Oh, that was up on the reservoir. Yeah, you know, that -- when they were building 
that reservoir, they had a - oh they had a scaffolding that was on the east end of the 
reservoir, and it had an elevator in, where they would haul whatever they used down in that 
reservoir, they would take it in that elevator. Then they had tracks and they would move it 
out onto the reservoir, and that thing, boy, I’ll tell you, none of us ever went out on that 
thing. That thing was so scary. It’s one thing we never monkeyed around with was that. Of 
course, it was abandoned. At one time that reservoir got a leak in it and they just abandoned 
it. They didn’t use it any more. So they just left that elevator there. I don’t even know when 
they tore the thing down. Our kids even remember - they used to go up there and play. That 
shaft that elevator was still there then. So it was after our kids grew up was when they finally 
took that elevator down. 

Mary: They built a new reservoir after that. 

Larry: It was some time later on is when they repaired that reservoir. So that’s where 
Roseville is getting their water.  
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Mary: A leak in that reservoir would be kind of scary.  

Larry: You know but it’s a funny thing. There was never any water around there.  

Mary: I just think of it breaking away and pouring out. 

Larry: They just shut it down and they never used it.  

Mary: I’ve asked everybody this question. I’m going to ask you too. What is the best 
change - what is the one thing you think is best changes that have taken place since you lived 
here in Rosetown? What is the thing that is the best? 

Larry: I would say like, the Fire Department, Police Department, better roads 

Mary: City services, basically. 

Larry: Um huh. The roads - especially Lexington, boy they did a beautiful job there. You 
know, it’s so much safer, you know when you make your turns, they have them marked off 
good.  

Mary: On the other side of the coin. Is there anything that you would have like to retain 
from the early days of Rose Town and Roseville that we don’t have any more? 

Larry: We never had to lock our doors. Never. We could go away for a month, and leave 
your house wide open, and never miss a thing.  

Mary: Now you can hardly go to your mailbox. 

Larry: Yep. In fact, now that you mention that. I had met Ed Salverda someplace, was 
some kind of a doings, got talking about the very same thing, about how nice it was years 
ago, when we first moved out to this area, and there was no crime, we never had to lock the 
houses, we got into the same subject.  

Mary: Anything else that we should talk about. I haven’t asked you that we should talk 
about? 

Larry: I think that pretty well covers it. 

Mary: Helen, anything you think I should ask him about. Ask him about the park, OK. 
Larry, Helen says I need to ask you about the park, what do you think about the park? We’re 
talking about Lexington Park, of course. 

Larry: It kind of makes me mad, you know the Village out here that they’re handling this 
the way they are. I think that’s pretty underhanded. You know the way they exchanged that 
property with that what was the name of that church. 

Mary: Roseville Lutheran  

Larry: Roseville Lutheran Church. I thought that was pretty underhanded the way they 
handled that - but you hear of so many villages doing underhanded things, just like out here 
in Roseville, so I guess it’s nothing new.  

Mary: Anything else that we should talk about. I guess we’re done then. 
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