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Q: It is 2:30 on October 22nd and the interview that we are doing is with Edgar 
Williams. Edgar, would you like to tell us what you recall about the Ramsey County 
Superintendent of schools. What were the responsibilities? What happened back then?  

A: There were about 32 school districts in the County. The County Superintendent had 
the responsibility of recommending teachers to the individual school boards and for 
supervision of the classroom activities. He was a pretty important person at that time. In 
fact, the County Superintendent, in Minnesota as well as other areas, had more probably to 
do with the education of the young then anyone else. Just a tremendous responsibility.  

Q: How did they chose the superintendent?  

A: The County Superintendent was elected by popular vote for a period of four years. 
His office was in the court house, county courthouse located in St. Paul.  

Q: He had to run for re-election every four years?  

A: Yes.  

Q: Can you talk a little bit about the transition from rural country to the consolidation of 
districts such as drawing of the lines, the coordination of the local board and so forth?  

A: There was a survey committee which was elected by the school officials of the county 
and they along with the county superintendent who was my brother at that time worked 
together to set the boundaries for what they would consider would be adequate size school 
districts in the county. They came up with four different districts, which would be large 
enough to support high schools with providing the various types of activities that were 
considered necessary for young people. These four districts were Roseville, White Bear Lake, 
North St. Paul, and Mounds View. The lines that were drawn were adhered to pretty closely 
when the elections took place. Changes that occurred were primarily in North St. Paul and 
White Bear where additions some additions of the North St. Paul district took in part of 
Washington County. White Bear Lake district took in part of the district north of them 
because the children had normally gone to White Bear Lake schools and same seems true of 
North St. Paul. The reason we needed re-organization was that the St. Paul schools were 
becoming overcrowded. They were not willing to accept the children from the rural areas as 
they had been doing all the years previous. By the way, elections had to be held in each of 
the districts to determine whether or not the people approved of the way the district had 
been set up.  
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Q: Each of the voters of each district then voted to approve that?  

A: That is right.  

Q: Can you talk a little bit about Emmett taking the job with the new district. Do you 
have memories of that?  

A: He was of course county superintendent and had been responsible for setting up the 
survey committee and for the establishment of the boundaries of the districts. When 
Roseville was the first district to vote on consolidation in which carried, the people wanted 
Emmett to be, when the board was elected, they chose him to be superintendent and he 
decided to do it.  

Q: What year was that?  

A: Must have been about 1949, I think so. There might be a year difference.  

Q: We’ve had other people talk about World War II that Emmett went into the service 
and his wife filled in for him. Can you talk a little bit about that? We think that is a really 
interesting prospect because after the war it changed so much that happened in people’s 
lives.  

A: She took over while he was gone. It was after the war that the great influx of people 
came into the suburban area. When he came back he took over again and set up these 
committees. Survey committee, and established the boundaries of the districts and so on.  

Q: Then there was a great mushrooming of students I would imagine into the system?  

A: Pardon?  

Q: There was a great influx of students into the system. 

A: Oh yes, it grew rapidly.  

Q: Do you want to talk a little bit about your life in Roseville. When did you come here? 
Where did you live? Want to tell us a little bit about that history?  

A: I moved here a year after I was married. I taught at the Brimhall school.  

Q: What year was that?  

A: 1940. I lived on - Siebert Solsted who was a member of the Brimhall school district -
owned some property on Fairview between Lydia and County Rd C2. He built a house and 
rented it to us at that time out there and we lived there. It was a very nice little house, very 
reasonable price. The Brimhall School was practically a new school at that time and had 
been built by WPA funds. It was modern in every respect but there was no bus 
transportation. The children walked or rode bicycles to school. I rode a bicycle too. I think 
they were wonderful, wonderful families. The best one could ever wish for.  

Q: It sounds as though you greatly enjoyed your teaching career.  

A: Yea.  

Q: Who were some of the principals over at Brimhall that served while you were 
teaching there?  

A: I was the principal.  

Q: You were the principal. Oh, I see.  
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A: Yes. There were only two other teachers.  

Q: You had this brand new school building. How many students did you have over 
there?  

A: It was 30-some in my classroom. There were no discipline problems. The families 
really respected teachers and many of those families still live in that area. Solsted’s use to live 
out there on Snelling. Ted Schultz. I see a lot of those people.  

Q: Roseville keeps the people, don’t we.  

A: Yep.  

Q: People stay here.  

A: The Husbies, the Whites, Gunnards, wonderful people. I stay in touch with them 
even today.  

Q: You have seen a lot of changes in Roseville from 1940 till now.  

A: Oh, yes.  

Q: What would you consider to be some of the best changes? The things that happened 
for the best?  

A: Unless we dwell on nostalgia, why everything was an improvement. The 
establishment of the Village, the City of Roseville. The controlling of construction and 
building of streets. There is much to be commended.  

Q: Do you remember anything about the early police or fire protection. Where there 
problems with that living so far out?  

A: Most of that was volunteer at that time. It was a volunteer fire department and they 
worked very well. Of course, now it’s all controlled. It is no longer volunteer. It worked very 
well for the times. I think they did a very good job, but I like it better the way it is now.  

Q: Pardon?  

A: I like it better the way it is now.  

Q: It sounds that you moved along with progress then.  

A: Pardon?  

Q: It sounds like you’ve moved along with progress with the City.  

A: Well, I lived here for 58 years.  

Q: If there was one thing that happened that you could change in the City what would 
that be?  

A: I don’t know. It’s easy to say one would change things but what would you change it 
to? I can’t really say that, I think everything has been an improvement.  

Q: Roseville is a pretty okay city.  

A: Yes, it’s very good.  

Q: Do you ever see any of the students?  
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A: Oh yes, I have dinner with them and they come to my house. I am invited to a lot of 
things.  

Q: That is wonderful. Brimhall has reunions from different classes.  

A: Pardon?  

Q: Does Brimhall have reunions or do you just do this?  

A: They have reunions over here at Central Park once or twice a year. A lot of the kids 
that went to school there come.  

Q: Some of your students, have any of them any turned out to be really prominent 
people that you can think of?  

A: Depends on what you call prominent? They have all been excellent citizens and that is 
the most important thing.  

Q: You are right.  

A: I can’t really, it depends on your definition of what is prominent. I would say being a 
good citizen is probably and they have been excellent citizens. I don’t know of a single one 
that has been a problem with the law. Of course, I spent 30 years in St. Paul schools too.  

Q: You had a real long of teaching then obviously?  

A: I was always in the administration in St. Paul. Then as a principal, director of 
elementary education so. Then when I started out in Ramsey County I had two years , I had 
three years of college. Then of course we had to go on, Emmett did too, we went to 
University and got our Ph.D.’s but that doesn’t make one any better, I don’t think so. A lot 
of people want the title before their name but I don’t go for that.  

Q: Sounds to me that you are more interested in the outcome. The children being 
educated.  

A: That’s right.  

Q: I think that’s a pretty wonderful dedicated person.  

A: Going to school is a privilege and I had that privilege for a long time as well as being 
on the other end of it. Being close to the University has been great. I went to Saturday 
classes, evening, early morning classes.  

Q: Do you still go take classes?  

A: I am not taking any classes. Now I do volunteer work. I teach 55 and Alive driving 
classes and I have charge of the volunteer income tax program in Ramsey County. We are 
just getting set up now for the next upcoming year. We have about 120 people working in 
that program.  

Q: That is a big operation.  

A: They are excellent people. People who volunteer are excellent. They are great.  

Q: Any other recollections that you would like to add to this interview of anything about 
the schools, your family, or Roseville?  

A: I am proud of my family naturally. We had 4 children – 3 girls and 1 boy. They were 
all excellent students. My son went to West Point and now he is a lawyer. I have a daughter 
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who is a lawyer. Another one is a teacher and one didn’t finish college but she had a couple 
of years of it. I am proud of them.  

Q: You have every right to be it sounds like. Well, we thank you very much for coming 
in and sharing your memories of the school system.  

A: I thought this was going to be an hour.  

Q: Okay, we can go for an hour.  

A: No, I don’t want to go for an hour. Unless you have anything that you think.  

Q: Well, some of the questions that we have been asking people is when you first moved 
out here, where did you go to buy groceries?  

A: Well, that is an interesting thing, when we lived on Fairview we went to a place in 
New Brighton and they would call up once a week and say, “what do you want ordered?” 
and we would place the order and they would deliver it. Milk was delivered every day. You 
recall, you know how they set the milk outside if it was cold it would freeze and pop off up 
the top you know. That was Beisinger’s Grocery Store in New Brighton. It was great.  

Q: They had a grocery store before the hardware store apparently?  

A: They had the hardware store too.  

Q: They had the hardware store also.  

A: They had the grocery store – Rose and Fred Beisinger.  

Q: What about transportation? Outside of an automobile?  

A: I was going to look up some figures on that, we know today about 3.7 million have 
licenses. There are over 4,000 automobiles but what I would have liked to look up is to see 
how many there were at that time. There weren’t very many. Traffic now on Fairview lines 
up for at least ½ mile at night during the rush hour. We hardly saw a car. We hardly saw a 
car. 

Q: What was south on Fairview back then before Rosedale or what was down that way?  

A: South of Fairview?  

Q: Yes, south from your house on Fairview when there was no Rosedale. Was it just all 
farm land between there and University?  

A: Yes, and Langton Lake wasn’t a lake then it was fairy dry.  

Q: Sure. And platted underneath.  

A: Cattle would graze down there. But those were dry years too. I remember the 
November 1941 snowstorm.  

Q: Tell us about that.  

A: I think it was November 11, it was Armistice Day and we didn’t have school. I had 
gone to the dentist and it was a beautiful day and I went in shirt sleeves. By the time I had 
gotten out of the dentist chair it had started to change and you never saw such a storm. That 
was something. People were marooned, a lot of people died. Hunters were out and they 
hadn’t dressed warmly and they couldn’t get out and when they did, they couldn’t get home 
and it snowed. It was really something.  
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Q: So it was pretty devastating.  

A: Oh, yes it was devastating is right. Didn’t get out for 2 – 3 days.  

Q: Did that happen often? How about snow removal?  

A: No, Ramsey County has always been good on snow removal. That was the longest 
time that I can remember that we couldn’t get out. That was something. Well, anything else.  

Q: Well, let’s think back, is there anything else that we can talk about? (long pause) What 
changes have you seen over in the industrial end of the City?  

A: Oh boy that has really changed. All that trucking industry was in there first - now a lot 
of that has moved out. It’s being industrialized. It is going to be interesting over the next few 
years to see what happens or what is going to occur. Whether we get a recession, whether 
people going to stop moving way out or tend to be closer to the City. It’s a question, but you 
see what was normally just farm country has now become a city. Even as far out as Elk River 
part of the metropolitan area really.  

Q: Did we do a good job of developing Roseville as the years went by do you think?  

A: I think so, I think so. You know some businesses were already there and it is hard to 
get rid of them but we have done a good job. Well, I haven’t been much help.  

Q: Yes you have we have not had anyone really talk about the schools. We don’t have 
much information about the schools.  

A: I would like to say that so many of these people that went to school here in Roseville 
when I was in school here still live here. They are such wonderful people.  

Q: That speaks pretty well about the school system and the City that they would stay 
here.  

A: well, the kids all had to work. They had to work at home. They didn’t, you know, it’s 
an interesting thing. I live there on near County Road D, I have a big front yard, and when 
the kids were growing up, all the kids in the neighborhood would congregate after a snow 
storm. By 10:00 in the morning our front yard would be so packed down playing fox and 
goose and other things you could hardly see the fresh snow because it was all packed down. 
Now I go down the street, I drive to Rochester or someplace, I don’t see a single track in the 
yards. Not a single track. The kids are all sitting watching television or something else. And 
another thing, the lot next to where we live - the lots - were empty. The kids made a ball 
diamond out there. Every night all the kids in the neighborhood would be out there with 
some of us playing golf and then my neighbor next door he put in a volleyball court and all 
the adults would be out there playing volleyball. Now there is none of that. Absolutely none. 
The only thing I see that is kind of interesting is my neighbor - a young fellow across the 
street - remodeled a house that George Larson lived in and he put in a tennis court in his 
back yard. It is something else.  

Q: Is it really.  

A: It is going to be interesting to see in the years what effect that is going to have on the 
neighborhood. Whether it is going to get kids out to doing things again rather than sitting 
passively in front of the television or playing with the computer.  

Rem
em

be
rin

g R
os

ev
ille

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



 

 

Q: What businesses do you remember on the corner where the barber shop is now. I 
remember a drive in there. What other businesses were there? What was the first business in 
that white complex on the corner of Fairview?  

A: It was a little tavern there.  

Q: Oh, there was, okay with the school across the street there was a tavern?  

A: On the east side. Then a little store across the street from the school. There wasn’t 
much else. The farm down the way.  

Q: Do you remember the mink farm, the Hedlund Mink Farm that must have been there 
too.  

A: Pardon?  

Q: The Hedlund Mink Farm?  

A: That is where I lived there we bought the house from, see my wife was a Hedlund. 
They had the mink farm. When they moved away down to Illinois, we bought the house that 
they built so I live in the house that they built in 1935. We lived there over 50 years.  

Q: In the same house for 50 years. You have seen lots of changes then.  

A: House was very well built. Well, you know can always make changes but not many. 
New windows and things like that.  

Q: Sure, and you’ve watched them remodel the one across the street or a couple of them 
across the street from there.  

A: A couple what?  

Q: Couple of houses across the street from you have been remodeled.  

A: Oh, yes. Two have been remodeled. A big improvement.  

Q: Along with that more traffic on Fairview.  

A: Oh gosh. I see some. Lots of traffic. But that’s supposed to be progress.  

Q: Oh, it’s suppose to be. Thinking about Brimhall again, what were the other schools in 
the district then besides Brimhall? Lexington was there, wasn’t it?  

A: Lexington was there and Roseville, Lake Owasso. That little school was down by the, 
on the other side of the street before this school.  

Q: Oh before this school.  

A: Yea, before this one. Lake Johanna was in the next district – Mounds View. The 
Gibbs school. Gibbs, I think that’s about it. Let’s see, wait a minute, no, there was another 
one over on Edgerton. And Little Canada was in there too. I think that’s, I should have 
brought the map along, I forget.  

Q: Me too, it’s hard to recall where they all were. Lexington school of course is down 
now.  

A: I wonder what they are going to do with that property. Do you know?  

Q: They are still working on trying to get that to be all park in memory of the school.  
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A: I hope it is.  

Q: I hope so too. This school [formerly the Lake Owasso School] used to be across the 
street by the lake?  

A: Yep.  

Q: How big of a school was that?  

A: Just a small school. Probably about two rooms. A lot of them were one room schools 
too you know. I think lake, let’s see, yea they were all fairly small.  

Q: Lauderdale school was in that district too.  

A: Oh yes, Lauderdale, I forgot about that. Lauderdale was one of the larger schools at 
that time. Yep, Lauderdale, I’m sorry.  

Q: I remembered it because that is where I went to Kindergarten through 8th grade at 
Lauderdale.  

A: Did you? Lauderdale was one of the larger schools in the county at that time. Of the 
rural schools. I should have brought the map.  

Q: Well listen, if you can find a map, we can always come and get the map scanned you 
know and get some of that information in there.  

A: Oh, I’ve got the map.  

Q: Okay, I will make a note of that on here because they would like to come with the 
camera and  

A: do you want me to bring it over here?  

Q: Well, I will have to talk to Mary, when we get off the camera here I will ask her 
because they have a way of scanning pictures and maps so that can be included with your 
interview on the video. Okay, Mary I think we’re done.  

A: I’m sure I have that. 

 

Rem
em

be
rin

g R
os

ev
ille

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y




