
 

 

NAME:  Jean Ashbach - Swanson 
DATE:  22 October 1998 
PLACE:  CTV Studios, Roseville 
INTERVIEWER: Patricia Johnson 
 
PROJECT SERIES: Remembering Roseville 
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION:  Swanson’s family on both sides are long time residents 
of Roseville. Her father started the Ashbach Construction Company, and her brother Bob 
represented the area in the State Legislature.  
 

 

 

Q: This is October 22nd and we are doing an interview with Jean Ashbach-Swanson. 
Welcome, Jean, would you like to tell us something about the Ashbach family and your 
involvement in Roseville or Rose township in Roseville.  

A: It has been a long contact with Roseville. In fact I just lived away from Roseville for 9 
years and that has been as long as I have been away from it. I just recently moved back. I am 
happy to be back. I feel like it is right. I really would like to tell you a little bit about my 
mother and father. My mother was Amy Reiling, daughter of Theodore Reiling and Mary, 
his wife. My father was an Ashbach, born to Burhardt and Maltilda Ashbach in Norman 
County. They were married November 14, 1914. Amy went to District 24 along with her 
siblings and Otto graduated from Agricultural College. His field was Animal Husbandry. The 
first home that Amy and Otto had was on Lexington Ave. and it just wasn’t very satisfactory 
for them so they bought their first and only home on Hamline Avenue and old County Rd 
C. When we got to be so stylish as to have house numbers we were 2700 Hamline Avenue 
North. That was quite awhile ago too.  

Q: That house still stands there today, correct?  

A: Yes, I have a brother and a niece living there. He just left Florida though that lucky 
fellow. The first business or work that Otto and Amy did was they had a dairy and of course 
under the circumstances I had three brothers to milk cows. I didn’t have to do any of that 
fortunately. Bob was the oldest and the smartest one of us, I have to say that. He graduated 
from Lake Owasso school when he was 12 years old. He took the eighth grade tests and 
passed them with flying colors so he did get to go to Bethel Academy. It was about the only 
place he could go that seemed to agree with the powers that be you know. They were very 
particular about your ages and so on. Bob went to Bethel as a 12 year old as I said and he 
had to get down there and he drive a truck carrying milk cans because by the time he was 12 
we were no longer peddling milk to town. We were sending it down to Twin City Milk 
Producers Association. That was really handy because then he would drive the milk to the 
Twin Cities and then go to Bethel Academy, and that was right down on Snelling Avenue, 
too and across the fairgrounds so it wasn’t too far for him to drive. After, you will have to 
re-edit this.  

Q: Absolutely, no problem.  

A: After mother and dad moved from their first home on Lexington, they bought the 
home, I did mention that though, didn’t I?  

Rem
em

be
rin

g R
os

ev
ille

 O
ral

 H
ist

ory
 P

roj
ec

t 

Minn
es

ota
 H

ist
ori

ca
l S

oc
iet

y



 

 

Q: On Hamline.  

A: Yea, I have written down the family that built it and owned it were a family by the 
name of Ayde. Bob graduated from Bethel Academy, he was still too young to get into the 
University, so I think he spent a year or so at the Ag Campus but I am not absolutely sure of 
that. By then my other brother had graduated from eighth grade and he was going to college 
too. The two of them probably started out together. There he took Forestry. Blacky took 
Good Times. I was the youngest one. I had another brother by the name of Bernard who 
was very hardworking young man. He did not go on to college and worked with dad because 
by that time he was beginning to start a sort of excavating business. This was in 1932. He 
had teams of horses from the farming days and he used the slip and would go and dig 
basements, primarily in Falcon Heights and then it got to be spread all over the City. By the 
time, well I think he finally then bought a linkbelt speeder shovel and my mother was so 
upset because she said, “You will lose everything Otto. Even the farm.” “Oh no, mother, oh 
no.” Anyway that is how is was for her. Life became much easier for all of us although 
everyone worked and worked hard. Mother always had a garden and I helped her with that 
and help make lunch for the boys and men everyday. It wasn’t easy and yet I can’t complain 
it was difficult either.  

Q: Did you have employees outside of the family in the company at that time?  

A: At that time yes we did. We had my husband then and Frank Kath who is with the 
Ashbach Company all of his life.  

Q: Was the company business run out of that house or did they have a place?  

A: They ran out of the house until they bought the old Arden Dairy Farms. They could 
use that for repairing shovels and trucks and whatever needed to be repaired, plus they had 
office space.  

Q: That was in Arden Hills?  

A: That was in Arden, well it’s really Roseville now but it was Arden Dairy Farm. They 
expanded then after that. They left that and built an office building up on old County Road 
C which is that part of it is still County Road C. That sounds a little bit confusing to you 
who haven’t been born and raised out here, but that is where it was built. I suppose I got 30 
minutes left, huh?  

Q: Oh, yes at least.  

A: I can tell you some stories. We, as children, would play a lot with the Richter kids. 
That was the family that lived down on the by the Feed Mill right near the track and every 
night we would have the boys would have a baseball game. Until Eugene Richter told me 
this one he said, “Your brother Bob hit a ball so hard it broke mama and dad’s bedroom 
window.” He threw the bat down and he never stopped running until he got home. That 
was quite funny. My father was always very interested in the community. Early on he was 
active in the 4-H Club. He started the first scouting organization out here. He also was on 
the community council for PTA for the rural schools. He was very much ahead of his time 
because he was wanting to consolidate the schools so we young people had a place for high 
school. It was very important that we all get an education, and he wanted it for everyone. He 
never got the votes to get that going, so consequently we all had to figure out a way out to 
get into town to go to high school and that was not easy for many of the families out here.  
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Q: Where did you go to high school then?  

A: We went to very separate places. I went to Marshall in southeast Minneapolis, my 
brother Blacky did too, my brother Bernard too. Bob of course we told his story. That was 
the reason we chose that one was because Bob was at the University, and so he could drop 
us off. It was right in southeast Minneapolis. Another thing my dad did which was above 
and beyond was whenever there was a storm, he would come to Lake Owasso School with a 
horse and sleigh and take every child home. He did it whenever there was a storm that they 
said would be severe to cope with alone.  

Q: That was a little school that sat across the street?  

A: The little wooden school and you know I had a picture of that but I’ve moved and I 
can’t find it.  

Q: So he came and took the children home?  

A: All the children home. That, to me, was a very giving father to do that. Oh, let’s see 
there is so much about jobs that I was just going to let you take and incorporate.  

Q: We can certainly scan it. How long did the Ashbach family live in that house over on 
Hamline?  

A: Daddy lived in it until he died and mother lived in it until we had to put her in a care 
center.  

Q:  And your brother still lives there?  

A: My brother still lives there.  

Q: It’s pretty remarkable that it stayed in the family all these years.  

A: Yes, it is.  

Q: What do you remember about early Roseville in 1948 when they were incorporating - 
the beginning of our 50 years?  

A: Well, I will go back a little before then, you know we had a village hall? That is where 
we all took our animals that we caught in traps and we would get money for that. I think it 
was 15 cents for a gopher head and 5 cents for a striped gopher tail and that is how some of 
us made our money to get to the state fair and county fair. It wasn’t a hardship, at all.  

Q: Where did you buy groceries or where did you shop back in those days?  

A: Back in those days I can remember mom and daddy taken me down to Isenminger’s. 
If you are not a native, that doesn’t mean anything, but they were down on Rice Street where 
Como intersects and goes, that was okay. I did, no I don’t want to talk about me anyway.  

Q: Do you have any classmates from school from either your class or your brothers’ 
classes that you remember besides Richter’s?  

A: They were the closest ones. And I do remember them well because we were mixed 
together. Lucille and I would skip rope and play jacks together. Lou was a little bit older than 
I, so we didn’t get together until she was in college and I was too. Not too long but I went 
for a year. Then I started working in the retail business, and I worked down at the Golden 
Rule. I finally got to be buyer of stationery, which was fine with me, I enjoyed it and learned 
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a lot. That time of course my brothers were all busy in the construction company. These 
activities that are listed here will be of interest, I hope, to people.  

Q: Your brother had a political career.  

A: My brother got a political career. First he got into – My husband left the Ashbach 
Company and started the Steamboat Inn in Prescott, WI. That severed his connection with 
Ashbach. My brother, Bob, bought the Roseville Bank or started it. Started the Roseville 
Bank. It would be nice if you could talk to his daughter, Kathy, about that. She could give 
you more specifics. Kind of left the company in my brother Bernard’s hand and Clarence. 
My brother, Bernard, sold the company to his son and it had a very tragic ending.  

Q: But your brother’s political career, Bob’s political career went on for?  

A: Yea, it did.  

Q: Made significant contributions.  

A: Yes, he did, a lot of contributions. I have so many things at home that maybe you are 
interested in reading maybe you’re not. I know this has been a very general background.  

Q: No, I think you have given a very good background of the family and their coming to 
Rosetown and that part of it has been very, very good. That is the kind of stories that we are 
looking for. We talked about the Richters to the south, how far east and north did you have 
to go before there any houses?  

A: To the east it was a ½ mile and that is where the George Reiling family was. Going 
down a bit farther to the south there was an Albert Richter, I think he was the brother of 
Otto Richter ,and across the street was a Frank Reiling. They were not listed in the last 
Roseville book. That should certainly be straightened out because they were there until I was 
surely in high school by the time they left.  

Q: To the north, what was there?  

A: To the north there was a family by the name of Kapaul and there was one by the 
name of Tony Schmidt, who was the commissioner. Could you get any of those kids?  

Q: I think we talked about getting Jack Schmidt. That was the homestead there where 
the Covenant Church is now.  

A: The family, Markham of course moved in. That was up there where my mother, the 
house next door to my mother’s. There were Seidenkrantz’ and a Miller family, I believe. I at 
one time could name the houses from Lake Johanna or Josephine all the way up to 
Larpenteur, it was that scarce but I can’t any more.  

Q: No, that’s okay. Churches? What churches do you recall being out here?  

A: There weren’t any out here. If we went to church we went to Como Park Lutheran 
and the Catholic folks went to St. Bernard’s. It was kind of down on Como, I believe. Then 
we took activities as we were growing up, and my brother, Bob, and my husband both 
worked on the plans for Advent Lutheran on Hamline and Josephine Road. That wasn’t so 
smart to mention that there is a hellabelu. Thomas Basset - she’s still there.  

Q: Yes, she is still there.  

A: Didn’t talk to him, did you?  
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Q: No we have not. Going west over where Rosedale, what do you recall?  

A: I remember that big track between Hamline and Snelling was Zimmerman. Have you 
heard that name?  

Q: Yes.  

A: Back in the woods on the other side of the street was a family by the name of 
Schmidt, and they kind of lived in the woods. All I can remember about him he was in my 
confirmation class and other than that, I can’t tell you a thing. There was a family of 
Wuerle’s that lived out here a long time. Right across the street from the Community Hall. 
The old Rosetown Hall.  

Q: Hamline and B.  

A: Uhuh. That was all open farm property. There were a family related to the Richter’s 
by the name of, oh dear, I want to say Klutz but that is not quite right. I am sorry I brought 
it up.  

Q: That’s okay.  

A: My mother’s father worked, as I said ,on the roads to some extent and then he was 
also a truck farmer. He used to get up at 3 in the morning to get the produce down to the 
farmer’s market and my mom talked an awful lot about how hard they had to work. Of 
course, they had fun, too. She tells about the kids out in the fields working and picking 
tomatoes and everybody sometimes one would get it splashed right in the head or the back 
of the head or somewhere or another which was okay. Some of her brothers and sisters did 
get to go to high school and that was a matter of walking all the way down to Como Park 
back and forth everyday. That was a long, cold walk.  

Q: Must have been.  

A: Actually one of her sisters was a teacher for awhile in Roseville. The other one 
married quite young and raised a family. Some of her brothers were successful enough. If 
you call monetary fees successful. It was, one had a garage and the other worked selling cars.  
Boy, we thought he was rich. A child’s eye view is very strange.  

Q: Do you remember George Reiling and the car agency where the city hall is now?  

A: No, frankly I don’t. No I really don’t remember that. I can remember he had an 
airplane. Did he ever tell you about?  

Q: I don’t think so.  

A: I think he had an airplane and he swooped down over our house because he had to 
land up here in the field.  

Q: Oh okay - he would land the airplane in the field then.  

A: The Arden Farms you know had a lot of property out here. Used to be were we could 
go pick black walnuts and hazelnuts and that sort of thing we did in the fall with the family.  

Q: That was owned by the Wilmus family wasn’t it?  

A: Arden Dairy?  

Q: Yea, the Arden Dairy?  
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A: There was a family by that name if the Wilmus’s owned it, it must have been after he 
was in the village council. It was the Arden Farms for a long time. I am not even aware that 
the Wilmus’s owned it. But I am not saying that they didn’t, believe me.  

Q: But when you went up there to pick?  

A: I didn’t have to get anybody’s permission. Just went. Well, that is interesting - I don’t 
remember that.  

Q: I am not even sure that that is accurate either.  

A: Well, could be - you see he was on the council. That gave them, I better not talk.  

Q: What was the very best improvement or change in Roseville or the township as far as 
you were concerned? What changes happened that you thought were really special or good?  

A: I think the big one was when Roseville incorporated. I was a kid we had a rich family 
in our district 24 and every Halloween he would give us all a bunch of candy. That was really 
something. He was in the baseball, his name was Hawse [?]. He had a daughter in the school 
too, now that is silly but it was pretty exciting for a bunch of poor school kids to get a bunch 
of candy free.  

Q: Sure, significant enough for you to remember one of those times.  

A: Another thing that would have been I think that when we got bus service didn’t mean 
anything to me, because I was driving and fortunate enough to have a car, but to a lot of the 
people it was mighty important. That was very important.  

Q: That was an important improvement then.  

A: Very important development. I think too the things that made Roseville develop as 
quickly as it did. You got to pull it out of me, don’t you?  

Q: No, I am just trying to think what I haven’t covered with you.  

A: There were other families. I don’t know if this is of any importance to you and yet it 
was importance to us, because we had children in those families. There was the Highly 
family, she was on the school board with my father. Her next door neighbor was Owens. It 
wasn’t exactly next door it was a small house in between where the grandparents lived for 
those two families. And Owens I can remember before we had churches out here tried to 
start a Sunday school and I can remember dropping my nickel down into the heating grill. I 
felt terrible.  

Q: Where was the Sunday School held? What building?  

A: In the school. In the home in the Owen home. That was a kind endeavor for them to 
do. Of course, you see that’s the type of people that were then.  

Q: Decent, good people.  

A: Yea. Good people that really want the community to develop.  

Q: What years was your father on the school board, do you recall?  

A: Boy, I should have that, well we could do a little mathematics. He was on when I and 
my brothers were in the school district and Bob would be in his mid-80’s now so we can 
subtract 75 years and that would be about giving it to us or the year because he was on it for 
many years.  
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Q: He was on it for more than just a few terms. (background talking – running out of 
tape) I think we can wrap, Mary, in about three minutes. What is your fondest memory of 
growing up in Rosetown and Roseville?  

A: I guess it would be just being a young person having parents that were really trying to 
direct us and having good times with the neighbor children. Sounds kind of dull, doesn’t it?  

Q: No.  

A: But it was a fine time to grow up.  

Q: In a fine community.  

A: In a fine community.  

Q: I think that says a lot. Well I don’t know that I can think of anything else and I think 
she probably we are running out of tape here Jean but we will take pictures of your we want 
to scan your picture and your articles. Okay Mary. Well, you did very well. Okay go ahead 
and tell us about this.  
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