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KH: This is an interview for the Minnesota Historical Society’s Minnesota in the Vietnam 
War Era Oral History Project. It is Tuesday, October 16, 2018, and I’m here in Mankato 
[Mankato, MN] with Mark Halverson. My name is Kim Heikkila. Today I’ll be talking to Mark 
about his time at Mankato State, at what was then Mankato State College [now Minnesota State 
University, Mankato, Mankato, MN] So, thank you so much, Mark, for sitting down and sharing 
your stories with us.  
 
MH: Thank you, I think.  
 
KH: Yeah, we’ll see. So again, I’ll start with just some very basic questions that you can 
answer relatively briefly and then we’ll back up. So, I know I just said it, but if you could please 
start by stating and spelling your name. 
 
MH: Mark Halverson, M-a-r-k H-a-l-v-e-r-s-o-n. 
 
KH: And when and where were you born? 
 
MH: St. Peter, Minnesota, July 27, 1951. 
 
KH: And how do you identify yourself racially and/or ethnically? 
 
MH: Well, I would guess I’m about as WASP-y as they come. (laughter) 
 
KH: And, again, I know I alluded to this but if you could just state right out front here some of 
the major antiwar efforts, events or organizations you were involved with. 
 
MH: Well, most of this happened while I was in college and it was, looking back on it, it was 
basically the major thing I did in college. I ended up spending three terms on the Student Senate, 
which is three years, and that was one of the major focuses of what the Student Senate was doing 
then. We had a very progressive agenda, even by today’s standards, back then that I’m actually 
kind of proud of compared to what’s going on at campuses now even.  
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But we had a political party that was kind of a melding—it was actually mostly instigated by the 
few black students that were on campus and a few of their white, liberal compatriots and it 
encompassed basically all of elements there were of progressive movements at the time. Black 
and white males. Back then, it was women’s liberation. We had a handful of international 
students. We had returning veterans—being a state institution, we had a fairly good community 
of veterans’ kind of riding out the GI bill here, some of them getting educated in the process. 
And even a few LGBT types before that movement had really identified itself very much around 
here although there were a few people that were pretty visible. And that was our coalition.  
 
It was a little dicey to keep together, especially some of the macho black guys and the so-called 
women libbers, but we managed more or less to be a controlling faction of the Student Senate for 
all that time and as such we at least funded a lot of the antiwar stuff. And there was a good 
crossover between the people that were active in that and actually active in student government. 
There were some people that were more or less just political bureaucrats that stayed more in that 
realm but there were a lot of people that came more out of the antiwar movement and got into the 
student politics. We had a pretty healthy budget up there and access to all of the campus facilities 
which made it real easy when we wanted to have a rally or something.  
 
And during the time, there were a couple formal strikes, you know, sanctioned by the Student 
Senate and it pretty much lasted the whole time. I was there from fall of ’69 until spring of ’73 
and it was not by coincidence that the draft ended in February of 1973 and I made up some long-
standing incompletes and got out of there the next quarter. We had quarters in those days, so I 
got out of there in a straight four years.  
 
And that kind of was necessary because one of the reasons I went was to not be drafted and you 
needed to keep your deferment. That was the easy way out, but the draft had actually ended by 
the time my deferment did, but only by about a couple months. 
 
KH: Yeah, that was quite the timing. And obviously, I’m jumping ahead— 
 
MH: Well, I kind of jumped ahead there. 
 
KH: Oh no, that’s okay. This next question will jump further by decades and I acknowledge 
that we aren’t going to have time to talk about many of those decades but what are you doing 
now? 
 
MH: Well, I wound up, after somehow finagling a political science degree out of this, and I 
had got—if you were to look at my transcripts, I could show you large blocks of  credits I got 
just for student government work, most of which was the antiwar work. I mean, that’s literally 
what I majored in, but I wound up, as a way of avoiding any real hard science or language, I got 
a Bachelor’s of Science in political science and, after taking a few years off, I went to law school 
and I’ve been a lawyer ever since. It’s no coincidence there’s a plethora of political science 
majors in law school. A lot of them were probably playing it that way to start with but there’s not 
a lot of real jobs for political scientists, especially—I graduated when there was kind of a 
recession. I wasn’t actually the type of person that would have been a likely government worker 
by then anyway. I was kind of militant. 
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KH: And you went to Hamline Law School [now Mitchell Hamline School of Law, St. Paul, 
MN]? 
 
MH: Yeah, I didn’t start there until ’78 so there was four and a half years off I think and— 
 
KH: And then when do you finish law school? 
 
MH: Nineteen eighty, May 1980. 
 
KH: Okay. And what kind of law do you practice? So, we’re here at your office now. 
 
MH: Right, right. 
 
KH: What kind of law do you practice? 
 
MH: Well, kind of through a fluke I would up practicing bankruptcy law as my main area. 
Over the years, I was a general practitioner; I was a public defender for a while; did criminal 
law; did family law; kind of dabbled in a lot of things. But then I kind of slowly developed a 
bankruptcy specialty. I got appointed as a bankruptcy administrator, kind of a contractor, by the 
US Department of Justice and I was the person that administered Chapter 7 bankruptcies. Also, I 
was around when the Farm Bankruptcy Chapter was promulgated, Chapter 12, so I got in on the 
ground floor of that and got to be one of the few practitioners that really knew a whole lot about 
farm bankruptcy. Kind of ironically, that’s heating up again now as the farm economy is a little 
bit clouded but mostly, I’ve been doing bankruptcy, but I do some civil stuff. 
 
I quit doing family law long ago; I quit doing criminal law quite a while ago. As time went on, 
the legal profession got so specialized that I don’t think a prudent practitioner would do too 
many areas. The liability bar and the specialty and just the paperwork is such that you can only 
be competent in so many areas. I kind of am careful to stay out of the ones I’m not. 
 
KH: Yeah, sounds like medicine in many ways. Okay, thank you. So those are kind of the 
broad overview questions. Now I want to back up a little bit and ask you to tell me just a little bit 
about your family and where you grew up. 
 
MH: Well, I grew up on the east side of St. Peter, right on the secondary river flood plain. 
When the Minnesota River got high, which it did every spring almost and sometimes now all the 
time with these record rains, but it came literally right up into our backyard. But this was an old 
house that had a barn in the back. The lower hill area, as I understand it, actually used to be a 
public grazing area for cows so they called Front Street that I lived on, Cow Street at one time. 
People would take their cows down there to graze but it also was about a block from the 
downtown of St. Peter, so I sort of had—we had almost a wilderness in our backyard. The river 
flood plain wasn’t really usable for much because, you know, whatever was there would get 
washed out periodically. But downtown was about two and a half blocks away so I could hang 
out at a couple places there but still live in a big old house. It actually just got torn down a couple 
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years ago when the county acquired it. It was right across the street from the county courthouse 
but yet almost on the edge of town. 
 
KH: And how many people were there in your family? 
 
MH: Well, I have a younger brother, four years younger and then my mother and father were 
around until they died, and they were married until the first one of them died. 
 
KH: Okay. And what did your parents do? 
 
MH: Well, my mother was not really heavily employed although for many years she was a 
part-time librarian and my father—his primary career was what in those days they called a 
psychiatric technician at the state hospital [St. Peter State Hospital, St. Peter, MN]. Now it’s a 
human services technician and he’d worked there long enough to kind of move up in the ranks 
here, but he wasn’t a professional. He was more of a paraprofessional type and he did—had side 
jobs along the way. He read gas meters for a while back in the days when people did that 
manually and oh, he’d been a mechanic actually in the war and worked as a mechanic for a while 
and a bartender once in a while. But that was his primary job by the time I was coming of age. 
 
KH: Okay. What kind of education did your parents have? 
 
MH: They were both high school graduates. I think my mother went to some business school 
in the Twin Cities. In fact, she’d gotten a job kind of on the ground floor of Northwest Airlines 
but then—this was a long time ago—she got tuberculosis and wound up in the one of the 
sanitariums and had a—I don’t know—it went on for at least a year or more, the battle with that 
and then that kind of derailed her whole career.  
 
KH: Do you know which one she was in? 
 
MH: Glen Lake [Glen Lake Sanatorium, Hennepin County, MN, 1916-1976]—does that sound 
like one? 
 
KH: Yep. 
 
MH: Yeah, I think I went out to see the remnants of it with her once. It was just, I believe, just 
northwest of the Twin Cities isn’t it? Or maybe it was Glen Wood, but I think Glen Lake and, 
you know, she had half the ribs on one side of her body cut out and told me it was under a kind 
of local anesthetic and she could feel blood running down her side. But by the time it was done, 
she outlived everyone on either side of the family, so— 
 
KH: Well, I guess you didn’t need those ribs. 
 
MH: Yeah, made her tough, I guess. 
 
KH: Wow, okay. And you said your dad was a veteran. 
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MH: Yes. 
 
KH: Served in World War II? 
 
MH: Um-hmm. 
 
KH: What branch of service? 
 
MH: He was in the army. I think he—I was actually named after a general that I understand he 
was in the general’s motor pool. I don’t know, might have even been like his personal motor 
pool. I’ve never really looked into this as much as I wish I would have. But Mark Clark was in 
charge of one of the major armies in World War II and I was told that’s kind of my namesake, 
Mark. He has a commendation from him and told me once his crew kind of made a boat on—
they were battlefield mechanics so they would fix whatever was broken with whatever was on 
hand. I actually, a lot of that rubbed off on me, too. I am kind of handy with stuff. I would say a 
little bit of ingenuity—but people might debate that. He said once they made a boat for the 
general’s crew to cross the Rhine River, or whatever it was, into Berlin when Berlin fell. So, I 
think he might have been pretty close to the center of it all. But he just you know—I don’t think 
he ever got a high rank, but he got a commendation or two.  
 
KH: Did he talk about—well, obviously he must have a little bit – 

MH:  Well, not much; it was one of those things. He got cancer kind of early on. Even by the 
time I was out of college he had already had cancer and it kind of set him back a lot and now that 
learned a lot of this stuff over the years I wish I would have—I think everyone probably wishes 
they could go back once they mature and then questions start popping into your head.  

I just found out I had some strange hereditary eye disease that I never heard before, but I would 
like to—really no one of that whole generation around for me to ask, did grandma have this, or 
something.  But then things like that—I do have a whole bunch of postcards and letters he wrote 
back to his sister-in-law and brother. And I started reading those once, but I never got through 
them. He wrote pretty consistently as he was leaving town. He had worked on the railroad a 
while and in fact his brother was a section foreman his whole life. And some of his letters talk 
about the rough track on the Chicago Northwestern which they worked on another railroad. By 
the time he got—I think he went through Africa and came up through Europe with whatever 
army that was—maybe a couple of them did. I am not a big war historian, but I know he went 
through Africa and Europe and ended up, you know, being there when the war ended—in Europe 
at least. 

KH:  Did you have other uncles, aunts, other family members who served, were veterans? 

MH:  Well, I don’t know their history too well, but you know, everyone of that era, if you were 
able-bodied, served. And you know, I have—one of my uncles wrote my mother, there’s some 
letters from that around. Another of my mother’s sister’s husbands was a medic in the war 
because whenever someone got hurt, they would call him, and he would do triage or whatever it 
was. But I guess everyone was in pretty much. My uncle who worked on the railroad wasn’t. He 
had lost an eye somehow when he was a kid. Plus, I think railroad workers might have been 
exempt from the draft at least, a lot of them went in anyway.  
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KH:  So, was military service, that sense of duty to country, was that a big part of your family? 

MH:  Well, I don’t think it was a big part, but it was kind of a part. And I don’t think I was a 
real trouble maker kid, but your parents always hold out the ultimate threat and going to military 
college or you know—looking back on it there was no way there was never any way they would 
of footed the bill for doing that. Or you know, being kind of aimless in high school going into the 
military to find myself, maybe was suggested a few times. But by the time I actually was draft 
eligible I never got any flak from my parents about it.  

By then, the Vietnam thing was, the question was who was going to be the last person to die for a 
mistake and I don’t think they wanted me to do that. Some of my older cousins had gone in for a 
while but— Before Vietnam, you could spend your time in Germany and kind of have a good 
time, actually, compared to being out in the bush in Vietnam certainly. 

KH:  Yeah.  

MH:  Long answers to simple questions.  

KH:  No, that’s alright, that’s alright. Did you know your parents’ political beliefs? Were they 
politically active?  

MH:  Well, they weren’t real politically active, but I know my father was active in his union. 
But I think that would have made them Democrats. I think once I asked him and he said, “Well, I 
think we are Democrats.” But far as I know, they didn’t do anything active. I’ve been real active 
myself, but I don’t even know if they had political caucuses back then, I suppose they did, but I 
never knew then to do anything like that. Other than my father did go to some union conventions 
and stuff. And you know, the state employee unions, I think they are about as solid Democrat as 
any group of people you can find. Any public employee, really.  

KH:  Were they involved in any other way in their communities, any other kinds of—? 

MH:  Not really. My dad I think was in the VFW, but I don’t think he was really involved in it 
too much. My mother went to church and did a little bit of stuff there. But my dad was the type 
who might go to church on Christmas and Easter. He had a swing shift sometime and I think he 
tried to arrange it, so he wasn’t around on those days.  

KH:  What church did your mom go to? 

MH:  Well, she started out as a Methodist in St. Peter but before I was even born, I think the 
Methodist church burned down and they never rebuilt it. Some of her friends went to a pretty 
conservative church. It was called the Church of Christ; I think they still have a congregation in 
St. Peter. But as I became older and my brother wasn’t too far behind my mother wanted to get 
out of there because it was literally, I think a holy roller type of church. I know I remember one 
of my slightly older cousins had to go in for a full immersion baptism and found some nose 
plugs. So, she got out of there. 

 She never drove, like I said my father generally didn’t go to church, so she wanted to find a 
church close by. Like I said before, we lived on the edge of downtown and there were probably 
half a dozen churches within four or five blocks of where we lived. But one of her friends was a 
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Presbyterian so that was the one we ended up going to. I don’t know a whole lot about religions, 
but I think Presbyterians and Methodists are kind of indistinguishable in a lot of ways.  

KH:  So, did you go with her? Did she bring you and your brother?  

MH:  I did for a while, I got confirmed. I was never baptized until I was confirmed because I 
was in this other church. So, I didn’t even get baptized until I was confirmed probably in junior 
high or maybe even early senior high. But once I graduated—once that was done, I am not sure I 
ever went back except for an occasional funeral or something.  

KH:  Were there any other values that you were—that were important to your upbringing in 
your family? 

MH:  Well, you know, we weren’t really taught these things verbally, but we were just your 
typical Midwestern middle class people. Everyone went to work, and everyone took care of their 
yards and houses. And everyone in St. Peter was pretty much like that. It was the most white 
little town you can find, you know. Gustavus, just was kind of a conduit for people from Edina to 
keep their kids out of trouble. Sort of your picturesque little Midwestern town. I got out of there 
without any serious trouble.  

KH:  What were St. Peter’s politics, if you can talk about the politics of a town? Did it skew 
one way or the other? 

MH:  I don’t think it really did. Historically, it was going to be the state capital and everyone 
kind of knew that. It prides itself as being the home of five governors. But it's been, I think since 
1919 was the last time that there was a governor from there who I believe died in office, in fact. 
So that’s a hundred years ago. It kind of had a cross, you know, there were democrat people. I’ve 
known who was representing them for a while but at some points they were kind of progressive 
democrats but for quite a while one of the most conservative people in the whole world 
represented them in the senate, I think. A guy name Allen Quist [Allen J. Quist, 1944-] who is 
kind of still lurking around.  

So, it wasn’t really doctrinaire so much as just sort of who you knew, and I don’t remember there 
ever being any real issues. You know the national politics kind of carried around. I think St. 
Peter was such a white town that there was still kind of a slight residue of Protestant Catholic 
angst around, you know, if there was no one else to hate in that town. And actually, the Klan was 
pretty big, as you probably know if you do history, pretty big in southern Minnesota and that was 
sort of their horse to ride. But I could never, you know, not being a church person, I could hardly 
tell who were the Catholics and who weren’t except they had their own private school through 
eighth grade. So, if there was someone about my age that wasn’t in my classes then I kind of 
knew they were probably Catholic. But on the other hand, I liked having the Catholic family 
around they were usually—had kids every year so you would almost have a whole baseball team 
if there was a couple of them in the neighborhood.  

KH:  So how would you describe yourself as a young person growing up in the late fifties, 
early sixties? 

MH:  Well, I don’t know. Just kind of hanging out. Not giving a lot of thought to anything. I 
guess I never thought too far ahead. I’d go to school pretty regularly but not too much. I kind of 
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flirted with athletics but never really applied myself to do anything. I was quite small in those 
days so there wasn’t a whole lot I could do. I always had a paper route that kept me busy during 
the after school hours when normally you would go to practice or something so that kind of 
prevented anything from happening. Whatever I lacked with talent that kind of put the stopper on 
it because I just wasn’t there. I was kind of reluctantly going to high school. I never did much of 
anything. In fact, one of my best friends and I started an underground newspaper which kept us 
going for a couple of years and that’s pretty much all we did in high school.  

KH:  The Pool Hall News? 

MH:  Yeah, you heard about that somewhere?  

KH:  I had heard about it, yeah.  

MH:  How’d that happen?  

KH:  Google. The wonders of google.  

MH:  Oh, is that on Google somewhere? Must have been-- 

KH:  Maybe from The Free Press. 

MH:  Oh yeah, they did an article about that not too long ago.  

KH:  So, tell me—what was the Pool Hall News? Why start an underground paper?  

MH:  Well, the pool hall was about the only place you could go in St. Peter. It was actually 
called Peterson’s Recreation Center; there was a bowling alley and a pool hall—but we just all 
called it the pool hall. Had pinball machines, foosball tables, you could buy cigarettes there if 
you were a kid and hang out and smoke and drink soda pop. It was right downtown and we’d just 
hang out there and it kind of got to be this center of what social life we had between the time we 
could go in there which was probably when you were fourteen and the time you could start 
driving and go somewhere else. So, we were just hanging out there and someone started a little 
joke paper one day and called it The Pool Hall News. Then it came out a second time and then 
pretty soon it blossomed into a fairly big production—I mean I’ve got a whole stack of them 
right around the corner. I just went and got them from The Free Press guy that did that story a 
couple of weeks ago. And it kept us going. We kind of produced it on the sly, although it was 
hard to do. I think people just sort of let us do it because they obviously had to know we were in 
there cranking these things out on the school mimeograph machine. But that’s what my friend, 
several of us did. About that time the sixties started getting to St. Peter so we kind of turned it 
into our version of an underground newspaper.  

KH:  So, what did you write about or what kind of stories were in The Pool Hall News? 

MH:  Oh, it was pretty juvenile, you know. A lot of it had to do maybe with who got sick at a 
party or who was dating who or who got thrown out of school. There was some stuff that was 
little more serious. My partner in crime was, and still is, a pretty good illustrator so we had some 
worthy graphics in there from time to time. I know once we were going to raffle off an old car. It 
turned into a little bit of an organizing tool by the end of it. I know some people including my 
coeditor got suspended for smoking. People would go right across the street from the school and 
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smoke and some of the teacher took it upon themselves—the school there was built on the hill 
and you can look down and see the rest of the town pretty easily. So, someone looked out the 
windows on the east side and could see who was smoking over the hill and they got suspended. 
We called for a smoke-in in the main lobby one day and a couple hundred students showed up. 
But we had to be careful because towards the end of it the principal was supposedly proof-
reading it and censoring it. But we were sometimes disregarding that and sometimes sneaking 
stuff through that was funny to us that they—probably too stupid for them to catch onto.  

KH:  So, you graduated in 1969 so this would have been ’67-’68— 

MH:  Well, probably early ’68 through ’69 maybe— 

[Someone enters room, some discussion of work issues. Pause in recording.] 

KH:  Okay, so we were just talking about Pool Hall News. And you were doing that your 
senior year, junior year? 

MH:  Junior and senior. Might have actually started before junior but not much.  

KH:  Okay, so ’68-ish.  

MH:  Yeah, the last two years for sure.  

KH:  Okay, so that leads me to this question, and that is, during your growing up years and 
through all of your years in high school there is a lot going on in the country. There is the Cold 
War fear of communism, there is the Civil Rights Movement and then the sixties as we know of 
them, from Kennedy on from Johnson and heading towards Nixon by the time you’re done with 
high school. How aware of, involved with any of that stuff are you as a young person? 

MH:  Well, not too involved. I mean, I have always been kind of a news junkie so I kind of 
knew what was coming on. When Kennedy was shot, we got interrupted in high school and they 
played the radio coverage. Oh, no, it wasn’t high school I think I was in eighth grade then or 
something I don’t know. Maybe seventh; I would have to think about that. But we were aware of 
it, but we were pretty much insulated from it in St. Peter. I mean there were race riots going on in 
the big cities and even Minneapolis, but Minneapolis wasn’t even that easy to get to in those 
days.  It was before—the highway was just kind of a rickety two-lane road at the time and none 
of us had cars to speak of anyway. So, coming to Mankato was sort of our world. We knew about 
it, but it just didn’t really affect us too much. One thing that did finally seep in was the music of 
the sixties and by the time we graduated, you know, we were trying to be hippies. There had 
been a little bit of pot finally popping up in St. Peter thanks to the people at Gustavus. And there 
was a handful of us—and I could probably name them all if I thought about it—but there was a 
handful of us that were being hippies at the time and listening to some of the music that is still 
classic music.  

KH:  Did you have any favorites?  

MH:  Well, yeah. I mean we were kind of into the—everyone liked the Beatles. But, you know, 
once I think it was probably ’68 maybe early ’69, myself and two or three of the same friends, 
we managed to get up to Minneapolis auditorium and we saw Hendrix and The Doors about 
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eleven days apart. That’s legendary stuff. How we—it amazes me to this day that us dumb kids 
in St. Peter had the wherewithal to do that. Because this is before the internet. The only way we 
were able to get tickets is, I think one of the group I am talking about had a brother or a sister 
that lived in the Twin Cities and worked close to Dayton’s downtown and that was the main 
ticket outlet—this was even before Ticketmaster. So, I suppose you could mail order tickets, but 
it wasn’t even that easy to get tickets at the time. One of us had a car that was functional, so we 
were able to get up there. But that kind of stands out—at least in terms of the music of the day, 
the benchmark of what I was able to do in high school. I mean not too long after that we were 
having the big music festivals of the Twin Cities and stuff. 

I always say the sixties didn’t get to southern Minnesota until 1969 or ’70 but things at least in 
St. Peter changed very dramatically. Just at the end of the sixties and into the seventies; that was 
just my personal experience. But by then you know, we had all of these rules in high school. 
Dress codes this, dress codes that. One teacher literally said in front of the class, “I could beat 
you into a pulp here because this is my classroom and I can do whatever I want.” But that 
changed in pretty short order. It was still kind of that way when I got to college, but things were 
changing just incredibly fast in those days. And part of it was I was just coming of age but 
looking back at it now fifty years later, I can see there was a change—a lot of it had to do with 
mass media. A lot of the cultural norms changed, for some people at least. They’ve changed back 
to some extent since then too, I think, but that’s kind of a value judgment. 

KH:  So, yeah, you talk about the rules you had in school. Of course, one of the other 
movements that was happening during the sixties was just the student movement, whether it’s 
the Port Huron Statement or the Free Speech Movement in Berkeley. And here you are in high 
school, starting an underground newspaper.  

MH:  Yeah, we were kind of on the wave of that in St. Peter.  

KH:  And were you conscious of being part of that wave?  

MH: I think we were conscious that we were pushing the envelope and I guess at the time 
putting it in the perspective of history, you know, wasn’t anything we could do. But we knew we 
were doing something that the other kids weren’t doing. I guess we were even a little bit snobby 
about it, you know, as the first tier of hippies and everyone else there is drinking beer and 
playing football and stuff. We are kind of into what we perceived as a whole different thing. But 
within a year or two every other kid in town was doing the same thing. But I could name—and 
maybe there were other little groups of this I didn’t even know about, but we were a pretty small 
class and I kind of knew what everyone was up to. And some of us we think you know were sort 
of a step ahead of the rest, if you can call it that—maybe we were a step behind, I don’t know.   

KH:  So, what appealed to you about kind of running with that crowd so to speak or you know 
doing the paper—versus being one of those kids who’s drinking beer and going to football 
games? 

MH:  Well, that stuff was entirely boring for me. I wasn’t an athlete anyway. By then I had 
kind of burned that bridge. We actually called those people “high school Harrys” and things like 
that. Even kind of tried to scorn them, although, later on they kind of got on board too. It was, 
you know, a whole different thing, this culture from England and San Francisco. The music that 
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was played on the local radio station back then was ridiculous. And one of the things that we 
did—back at the time KQRS was a pretty progressive station and they actually played a lot of 
this music but in St. Peter—and FM radio was pretty novel then too. There were probably two or 
three FM stations you could even get down here in southern Minnesota. But if you drove over 
the hill out of the valley in St. Peter, KQRS came in pretty good so we would spend a lot of time 
driving around the countryside doing stuff and listening to the music on the radio there. One of 
the stations in Mankato finally started doing a little bit of that music but only on Friday nights. 
And I know a couple different times we went over there with our own records and they would 
play them on the radio for us. It was –I think we were doing stuff a little different and we knew 
that, and I guess in kind of a back-hand way, proud of it. I mean we were kind of setting 
ourselves out as outcasts and stuff a little bit. You know, we were about as tame of outcasts as 
you could possibly have—go home at night and eat dinner with mom.  

KH:  (laughter) When you’re done doing your outcast things. Was there any—and maybe 
there— 

MH:  The girls would have to put their underwear back on and stuff like that.  

KH:  (laughter) Maybe there is an answer already to this question but was there any kind of 
conflict or tension between you outcasts and the other kids at school? 

MH:  Well, I don’t think it was overt. But I think a lot of them thought we were kind of crazy 
and trouble-makers. And some of the people I thought were maybe trouble-makers to start with 
sort of had the same attitude and they sort of fell in. You know, we kind of discovered we were 
fellow travelers. They all weren’t just dullards that—some of them sort of had their own 
advanced agenda that we weren’t even aware of and they melded pretty good. But you know we 
are talking about a pretty small group of people here too. You know they probably weren’t—You 
can look back and it was sort of like the early Kerouac books where you have six of the people 
that were the whole vanguard of the Beat society and I suppose in our minds we thought we were 
something like that.  

KH:  So, when do you, what is your memory of first becoming aware of what was going on in 
Vietnam? 

MH:  By the time the ’68 election came around, things were pretty well defined. I know we had 
a mock presidential election in high school. And my associate with the paper—Gary Campbell is 
his name. He’s still around. I see him quite often, a lifetime friend— We ran him as a 
presidential candidate and he was the antiwar candidate sort of modeled after McCarthy or 
maybe Robert Kennedy at the time I think—Yeah, Kennedy was shot in ’68 wasn’t he? 

KH:  Yep.  

MH:  All of this stuff kind of blends together. But you know political assassinations are pretty 
rare, now that we need one. That’s just my own quip. Anyway, we had MLK and things like that. 
They tried to manipulate the election. Different classrooms were broken down and given 
electoral votes and we saw the vote coming in but I had done the groundwork for this and we 
were pretty sure we had this in the bag big, but they saved—[in] five or six of the classes my 
friend got all of the votes and that tipped the election to him dramatically. But you know they 
made it play out as the votes were being counted to make it look close, but he was the antiwar 
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candidate. We had a little bit of a discussion about that in our little paper, you know, very 
unsophisticated. Looking back on it, considering we were sixteen and seventeen at the time, I 
guess you would expect it to be juvenile and childish. But every now and then, something in that 
kind of sticks out as being a pretty profound compared to the rest of it.  

KH:  So, had you been able to vote in 1968, who would you have voted for? 

MH:  Well, I guess it would depend. We didn’t have a primary in Minnesota then. And by the 
time of the election it was Humphry—no doubt about that. Whether Hubert was the best guy on 
earth ever, he was sure a favorite son in Minnesota and he had a pretty good track record as far 
as his positions went. If he hadn’t got tangled up with LBJ he probably would – I mean, a couple 
strange things happened—or he would have been elected even, despite that but if he had not had 
to ride to tail end of the war like he did, he probably would have won. I mean compared to Nixon 
who was impeached not too long after that. I don’t need to tell you about Nixon, but that wasn’t 
all quite known at the time.  

KH:  Yeah, so if you had had your choice, you know, assuming Bobby Kennedy had lived, 
who would you have liked to see run against Nixon?  

MH:  I guess I kind of would of favored McCarthy just because he was a homegrown guy. I 
kind of have an acerbic wit and McCarthy had that too and I probably didn’t quite understand 
that that’s one of the things I liked about him. You know, kind of his little understated 
snobbishness in a way. And you know, he was a smart of guy as there was. And if he didn’t 
take—you know, he was a renegade in a lot of ways. Even his compatriots in the DFL party, they 
were all a gang of friends that kind of put that together, but they parted ways then. You know, I 
guess Mondale is about the only one still around. The person that owns Crooners [Crooners 
Lounge and Supper Club, 6161 Highway 65 NE, Minneapolis, MN 55432 is the wife of one of 
them, if you know what Crooners is up in the Twin Cities. They are all gone, I think. Maybe 
there might be one or two still left. Mondale is the only one that comes to mind for me. And he 
was one of the younger ones at the time.  

KH:  Do you remember your parents talking about any of the election stuff? 

MH:  No, I don’t. And I guess I didn’t care what they thought. If they would have supported 
one of them I probably wouldn’t of just to be ornery about it. What's wrong with this, you know?  

KH:  So, by 1968, we have officially and so far, as we were ever officially engaged in a war in 
Vietnam—we’ve been involved in ground combat, recognized ground combat for about three 
years. It’s the year of the TET Offensive. The antiwar movement is becoming more visible 
across the country and kind of expanding its demographics and then there is the melee in 
Chicago. Are you paying attention, are any of those things on your radar? 

MH: I know I watched the Chicago convention on TV pretty closely. Even on the networks a 
lot of that had a lot of coverage. And some of the commentators were—I mean Chicago didn’t go 
over too good and they had already clips of the race riots then. It was all kind of happening at the 
same time, but there was a riot right in Chicago and that was happening. And then you had the 
Chicago 7 or 8 or whoever they were. But the convention really was—you know, the ’64 
conventions were all orchestrated and very staged, but everything had broken loose at the 
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Chicago convention and the cameras were there. And I think if I remember some of the reporters 
were being beat in the street too and they didn’t like it and they let it be known.  

KH:  Yeah, and so you said when you were talking about the mock election that you had in 
high school that your friend Gary Campbell ran as an antiwar candidate—so you know 
presumably you would have liked to of seen Gene McCarthy be the nominee.  

MH:  Yeah, you know he was kind washed out by the time of the convention really but yeah.  

KH:  So, you would have considered an antiwar person.  

MH:  Yeah, sure, by then.  

KH:  So why?  

MH:  I mean I guess everyone was still talking about getting out of there. Only the really 
unrealistic hard cores were talking about a way of winning it. I mean our military wasn’t really 
equipped to fight there. I mean sure we have all these high-tech things and enough bombs to 
destroy the world twenty times over but they’re no good there. By then people I knew were 
coming back from there and they tended to be people that wouldn’t say anything about it or 
didn’t have anything good at all to say about it. Some of these people—see, we still had our 
pretty small clique of hippies there. And some of these guys had come back from Vietnam and 
got a taste for pot so they would kind of fall in with our group too. And most of them—the ones I 
knew in St. Peter—didn’t have a whole lot to say about it but the fact that they were hanging 
around and doing things with us kind of told us were they stood.  

And we had a very, relatively high fatality rate out at Nicollet County and a lot of those people 
were people I knew right out of high school. I was in a drum and bugle corps in St. Peter which 
is just a sort of a little get away kind of peculiar to St. Peter and some of these guys that weren’t 
actually in St. Peter High where in that so— I know we lost our drum major in there and stuff 
like that. There was no merit to it to be seen. It’s like, I would say now looking back on World 
War Two we should have got into that you know who knows when, knocked Hitler out at the 
Beer Hall or whatever it was. You don’t have that ability but at least there you could on a map 
see progress and stuff even if it came at a very high cost. But in Vietnam things were going 
backwards really. You had the Tet Offensive. This was after ’68 but the time we left there people 
were getting shot at as they were hanging from the rungs of helicopters and stuff.  

Nothing they did was making any progress there at all. And all these rumors about atrocities 
were coming back. The people that were in the bush, they came back with the early PTSD, post-
traumatic shock symptoms and it took a few years to figure that all out, but that’s what it was. 
They never recovered, not all of them. No one was, none of those people were urging us people 
to go in and settle the score for them. The ones that were probably most pro-war just wouldn’t 
say anything. I mean they weren’t a very popular lot in a lot of places. St. Peter wasn’t like San 
Diego where people were out there spitting on them as they came into town, but they weren’t 
really welcomed so much in the traditional veteran circuits. I didn't care about that but most of 
them kind of fell in with us which sort of told us—I mean we were pretty visible antiwar and 
counter culture such as it was at the time and that’s where they were too. And I think that had as 
much influence as anything. I mean I didn’t think about it a whole lot I just kind of knew it 
wasn’t anything I wanted to do. I didn’t give it a whole lot of thought why. All of that, the blanks 
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got filled in later. I guess I was sort of overtly aware of some of these things but, I didn’t need to 
analyze it.  

KH:  So, these guys that you knew that had come back or even who didn’t come back, had they 
been drafted? Had they enlisted? 

MH:  Well, I think a lot of them were drafted, some of them kind of saw the hand writing on 
the wall. There were probably some that enlisted. I know one of them I believe went through the 
Air Force Academy and you had to enlist to get into there but somehow got over into Vietnam. 
And I may be wrong about that, that was so long ago I didn’t really follow what they were doing 
in Vietnam that much. I don’t think they were very willingly going in. They probably got 
drafted, most of them.  

KH:  So how were you feeling about the prospect of the draft? 

MH:  I was in high school, so I was safe. I was young, I mean, I don’t think they actually took 
you until you were eighteen at the time. But I went to work at a factory after I graduated just to 
have a job and enlisting in the service was never anything, I gave a real thought to although it 
was an option. Some people did that to avoid the draft—you maybe got an extra year, maybe still 
in Germany. Some poor guy I know got into Korea and froze his ass off. Other people ended up 
in Panama and had a picnic, you know. If you got drafted, chances are you were headed to 
Vietnam if not right on the ground, in some support [role] there. So, enlisting maybe to avoid the 
draft was maybe something you thought about. 

People were going to Canada and stuff at the time, but I wasn’t anxious to do that. I wasn’t even 
going to college right away if ever because I didn’t have a very pleasant experience in high 
school being the last of the repressive era kind of. But after working at a factory I knew if I did 
that, I probably would get drafted. Looking back on it if they’d talked to me for a while, they 
probably would of disqualified me anyway. I weighed about 145 pounds then so I might not of 
even passed the physical, although I probably would have. But one of my pals’ sort of told me—
I enrolled in the college here the day before classes started. My friend took me on a long drive 
one night and said, Listen you better go to college. He didn’t really enjoy school either, but he 
decided he would go, so I did. And then I fell into all this stuff big time. And then after that there 
was no way I was going to go in. What I might have done if I had been—went to Madison 
instead of Mankato, who knows, I might have turned into one of the serious war protesters. But 
Mankato was sort of tame compared to some places.  

KH:  So, but you really went to school then specifically— 

MH:  That was the deciding factor yeah— 

KH:  To avoid the draft.  

MH:  I didn’t want to go—I was done with school. I don’t know. I mean, in St. Peter if you 
showed up and didn’t cause too much trouble—I guess I was a smart enough person, if I just 
used a little common sense on things like history and civics and that stuff I could just wing. You 
know classes like algebra and geometry you can’t, I can’t at least just wing that. I bombed out of 
those classes, but I got enough good grades. I mean, I had a report card that maybe have an A in 
history and a D- in algebra, but I got out of there. The teachers knew we were pretty smart. Most 
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of them thought Pool Hall News was a pretty ingenious thing to be doing at the time. I 
understand the teachers had discussions about that as to whether they were just going to just shut 
it down or not and enough of them prevailed that it was actually a good thing, sort of got 
sanctioned half ways. I thought well, I will go to college and sit this out and see what happens. 
But then, in pretty short order I fell into the thick of all of this. And whatever chance there was 
that—you know, there wasn’t a chance that I would have gone into the military anyway, but the 
deal was sealed after Kent State for sure.  

KH:  So, tell me a little bit, you then start at Mankato State in the fall of ’69. And you end up 
with a B.S. in political science. And you say you kind of fell into this antiwar stuff and student 
government, right? Tell me how you got involved in all of that.  

MH:  The first quarter, I guess even the first year I sort of went to classes and hung out with my 
hippie friends. By spring most of them were gone or at least on their way out. I went to enough 
classes to pass— 

KH:  And to keep your grades high enough – 

MH:  Yeah, Mankato state was pretty easy too, I guess. I mean I didn’t go anywhere else. I 
think I could have gotten by most schools taking social sciences. But what rang the bell for me 
was Kent State, Jackson State. All of this stuff was going on and I maybe went to a rally a couple 
of times, but I wasn’t really a part of it, I was just hanging out with my hippie friends. But part of 
that was, we were antiwar, we just weren’t overtly political about it. It was Kent State that kind 
of motivated me. I fell in with some people there and then those same people started this student 
political party the next fall. Somehow, I got nominated to be on the Student Senate. Before long I 
was kind of the majority whip with that party or something. That’s kind of the thing I did the rest 
of college, was just student government stuff. Most of which had something to do with the war, 
although we did lots of other stuff too.  

KH:  Was that the People's Party, that you were talking about? 

MH:  Yeah.  

KH:  This may seem obvious, or the answer to this may seem obvious but I am going to ask it 
anyway just to be clear. What was it about Kent State that so mobilized you? 

MH:  When they’re starting to shoot students on campus—and it was actually Jackson State. If 
you saw that movie, I think it was Jackson State that really pulled the trigger here, although the 
two are kind of one event just – a little more gasoline poured on it. That was it—when they are 
starting to shoot students. A lot of people in those days talked about the revolution and a lot of 
people weren’t talking about—I think a lot of people thought there would be a real upheaval of 
sorts. And the ghettos were burning, and a lot of strange stuff was going on. There were little 
flare-ups where you could almost—if you were a believer in a violent revolution you could kind 
of see it starting. I never actually believed it would be that kind of revolution, but it was sure 
going on everywhere else. But that drew the line, I mean they were literally out there shooting 
students. Our campus here shut down mostly that spring. So yeah, certainly that was the 
universal opinion on every campus. But it so happened it was the point in time I was there, and I 
came off the fence—I got activated. I was probably more in the reserve corps all along or 
something but saw that and said this is enough.  
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KH:  So that would have been just the end of spring quarter of your first year.  

MH:  Yeah, May – it was just coming down— 

KH:  Okay. Then what do you do that summer before you come back in the fall and start? 

MH:  My friends and I had a hippie house out on [Highway] 169—we did that for a while. I 
think I might have been the day of the moon landing—my history—did that happen in the 
summer of— 

KH:  I think it was in the near the end of the year—I think it was in December. [Correction: 
July 20, 1969.] 

MH:  Well, then okay, maybe not. But, something—I was home watching something on the TV 
that was pretty monumental, and this would have been the spring of ’70. And I got a call to go to 
work at a project building a wooden grain elevator—a little town outside of St. Peter. Most of the 
other people working there were my friends and that was kind of a goof of its own. But that’s 
what I did mostly that summer was work building a grain elevator—hammering big long nails to 
big wide boards. This was a big wooden grain elevator I think to start it with 2x16s by the time 
you got to the top you were pounding in 2x4s and then there were a few feet of plywood above 
that. But this thing is still standing out there—it’s a solid wood grain elevator. But they built 
those by hand then, I think. Then not too long after that most of them turned into cement 
structures. But that’s what I did that summer mostly. Went to a few rock festivals and a couple in 
the Twin Cities. Still hung out a little bit; when you're working your ability to just hang out sort 
of disappears. Then I went back to college and you know fell in with this political party.  

KH:  And you know what? You might be right about the moon thing.  

MH:  Oh, I don’t know.  

KH:  I can’t remember— 

MH:  Something— 

KH:  What the space dates are. So, at any rate when you come back to college in the fall of 
1970 that’s when you become active in student government? 

MH:  Yeah.  

KH:  Tell me why.  

MH:   Some of the same people that were organizing the war protests were also organizing a 
political party and they had a meeting and I went to it. There were probably somewhere close to 
a hundred people there. As it went on, they were kind of recruiting candidates to run for Student 
Senate. And somehow, I guess I stood up and got on the slate. I don’t think there were a lot of 
people that actually wanted to be on the Student Senate. That had, in my mind, sort of been like 
the student council in high school where you are sort of just an apologist but. It actually had 
some power, and this was emerging, student rights were just emerging at the time too. It would 
have been a pretty interesting thing even without the war. We gained a lot of power within the 
campus community, just structurally. We had a lot of money going through out hands and some 
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say in a lot of different things, so it was pretty close to the dawn of student activism at Mankato. 
The seed had been planted a few years before, but we sort of merged that with what there was of 
the militant student movement and more or less took over student government.  

KH:  Okay. So, by the time you’re involved are all of you students who are in student 
government of the same mind about your politics, about—  

MH:  No, not all of us but probably I would say probably more than half is what you might call 
militant by Minnesota standards. Probably another twenty-five percent or so were liberals, you 
know, traditional Democrats. I mean I wasn’t even a big Democrat then because they were just 
about irrelevant too. And then there were still some of the frat people around. You know, it took 
a while for all the seats to turn over and some of, there was still some presence of the fraternities 
and things on campus.  

One thing our party did is we kind of picked a fight with the athletic department because the 
student activity funds were being used largely to fund athletics and we didn’t like that. So, we 
got some backlash from the athletic community—although a couple of our student senators, the 
black student senators, were actually scholarship football players so how that all played out was 
kind of a head scratcher for me. But they were amongst the most militant on the senate but I’m 
sure they weren’t too militant when it came to football practice. I don’t know. I mean, there were 
so few black students on campus anyway at the time. We almost—we had an exact number and it 
was always something, in my mind, it was like one hundred and sixteen or maybe it was one 
hundred and sixty-four early on. I mean, one of the results of, you know, this party was actually 
kind of prompted largely by minority students.  
 
I told you we had that meld of progressives, but one of the things we did that had nothing to do 
with the war was we funded something called the Minority Group Study Center which brought in 
an advisor and it grew into a pretty big part of the university over the years. Later on, we kind of 
started the Women’s Center up there, did a lot of things besides the war, but that was certainly 
the most pressing thing on the agenda, just the way things played out there.  
 
KH: Okay. So one of the things—you know, I’ve read the James Nickerson [James F. 
Nickerson (1911-2009)] book [Out of Chaos: Reflections of a University President and his 
Contemporaries on Vietnam-Era Unrest in Mankato and its Relevance Today, by James F. 
Nickerson, 2006] and one of the things that somebody writes about in there is just the changing 
demographics, maybe not so much in Mankato, but on campus as the sixties wear on and you get 
closer to the events of 1972, partly because Mankato State is trying to become, you know, 
expand its horizons beyond just a regional college and also therefore bringing in some students 
of color, African-American students.  
 
So, what were, overall—you were talking about the racial demographics on campus being very 
skewed. Did you see those changes happening while you were there? Were there more black 
students coming to campus? 
 
MH: Well, slowly. I mean, they got, certainly they got to be more prominent but in the whole 
community structure, there still weren’t very many. I mean, there really probably weren’t until 
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some of this later immigration started. You know, now there’s people of color all over town 
but—some of these people stayed but it’s still probably about as white as any place. 
 
KH: And you talked earlier a little bit about St. Peter as a town, but now you’re in school in 
Mankato. What’s the atmosphere in Mankato like compared to St. Peter? 
 
MH: Well, I don’t know. You know, I think St. Peter wasn’t a whole lot different. It was 
maybe a little more scaled down but, you know, they had Gustavus [Gustavus Adolphus College, 
St. Peter, MN] there, too, and I don’t think the population was too much different. I mean, a lot 
of what, people from St. Peter were coming to Mankato every day anyway so it wasn’t exactly a 
bedroom suburb of Mankato, but by then the Mankato commerce was sort of bleeding St. Peter. I 
mean, we still had stores and stuff in St. Peter, but now it’s mostly just curio shops. 
 
Can I make a call? I’ve got to get back to a judge. Do you need a bottle of water or a bathroom or 
anything? 
 
KH: No, I’m good. Water would be great.  
 
Break in Recording 
 
Okay, so I think we were just talking about Mankato versus St. Peter and those kinds of 
dynamics, but I can’t remember specifically now where we were. 
 
MH: Well, I was just saying, you know, most of the people—well, I don’t know. I didn’t 
observe too much difference. I mean, Mankato was a bigger town; we actually had a downtown 
at the time, you know, that’s kind of a story that comes at the end of this, too, but they’re—I 
don’t think there’s much difference. I know when I was in high school, there was a gang, a car 
gang from Mankato and one from St. Peter and they would sometimes come over and fight with 
each other. And one time the Mankato gang cornered me and shook me down a little bit, but I 
didn’t even have a car. I just said, “Why are you bothering me? I’m out here walking, and I think 
our guys are pretty much idiots in the car gang.” And I didn’t say, “And you, too,” but— 
 
KH: That was enough. So, what was the relationship when you were at Mankato State 
between students or the campus and the town? 
 
MH: One of the things that happened here—now I’ve read about, you know, there’s stories of 
some of the bars and people getting militant, but even though I wasn’t really old enough to be in 
the bars, I did go to the bars quite a bit, a couple of them in particular. And in those, one in 
particular, is the place that still sort of exists right across the street here called The Square Deal. 
It went through some changes in the meantime but that historically was an old working-class bar, 
but the students sort of moved in there, the hippie students, and coexisted with the working-class 
people pretty well. They got to be friends in some cases. They would give each other crap, you 
know. The [bar regulars] might call the students communists and [the students] might call the 
guy a redneck, but you’d sit down and have a beer with them and maybe go—some of them 
might go golfing together. So, the ones I interacted with, you know, I didn’t notice too much 
about it. 
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One thing that grew out of this—once I came up with this idea that we would have a list of 
merchants from town that actually supported the peace movement by giving it money and then 
we organized a little committee for that purpose and floated the idea. But the—when it got to the 
Chamber of Commerce, they turned it into a boycott of merchants downtown. But what grew out 
of that was a group called the College Community Relations Committee or the city I think called 
it the opposite something like that. And the Chamber of Commerce appointed some people to 
that. There were maybe six students and six people from town, something like that.  
 
And some of the townspeople were pretty upset about this but, on the other hand, at least one of 
the people from town had been sort of participating in this peace movement anyway and got to 
be a lifetime friend. One was the executive director of the Chamber of Commerce who I think 
was a navy vet, but I ended up going on radio shows with him in the morning, you know, our 
little talk radio shows. And one of the guys who was most conservative at the time, kind of over 
the years turned into a very liberal person. He actually just died a month ago and his funeral, his 
visitation is Saturday but he’d won the Navy Cross in World War II but by the time [he died], he 
had evolved into a very liberal person and, you know, I think it had something to do with that.  
 
So, I don’t know. It was a cross section. I never personally got a lot of blow back. I mean, I 
probably got more blow back from fraternity people than I did from anyone downtown, but I 
didn’t spend too much time [there]. I mean, I kind of lived off campus but I didn’t have much 
business in downtown Mankato. I mean, everything I did was up on campus, but I didn’t fear 
coming downtown or anything like that. The town has always sort of depended on the college 
and most people know that and, you know, when we blocked the highway, that got a little bit of 
blow back but not much.  
 
KH: So, what you’re just describing reminds me to ask you this. Can you describe the 
geography of Mankato just a little bit, with respect to where the college is? 
 
MH: Well, the college used to be about four blocks from here. It started literally up on Fifth 
Street and some of the buildings are still there and by the mid-sixties they were moving to what 
is now the main campus. But in the late sixties, early seventies, it was split. They had classrooms 
down campus and up campus and there were buses—they would schedule the classes kind of 
staggered so theoretically you could get from one campus to the other in time for a class the next 
hour, but you never could quite pull that off unless you got real lucky.  
 
So lower campus is literally three blocks from here. This Warren Street was always the main 
road to what, the street right out here, was always the main road to upper campus and the heart of 
downtown was on Front and Main Street. We’re six hundred here; Main Street would have been 
zero. This is a block away from the bridge that’s there now. They built a new bridge and the 
town kind of moved a block north, but the heart of town was Front and Main where the railroad 
depot is if you’ve been downtown at all.  
 
But there were a lot of old buildings down here, big old buildings and our rallies would usually 
head towards Front and Main Street which—Front Street is just on the other side of this block, 
what’s left of it. They kind of truncated it; they put a mall that failed in the middle of it but the 
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building’s still there. And Main Street kind of got truncated, too, because they moved the bridge 
a block away and that was the main road into North Mankato at the time. But so downtown was 
pretty much right here. You’re kind of on the southern end of downtown but downtown probably 
went seven or eight blocks each way. There’s more of it left, I think, in the north part of town. 
They had urban renewal and just decimated it all. There was a pretty healthy big old downtown 
here and most of it got torn down, almost all of it and that was a battle some of the same people 
ended up fighting a couple years later but that’s a whole other story.  
 
So, our marches would come down Warren Street usually and the high school is probably five or 
six blocks further south of here and we would turn down Second Street or Byron Street, which 
might be Third Street, if they didn’t have another name. We’d come down Warren Street and 
then go south and swing by the high school usually and a lot of high school kids would come out 
and join us. And the high school actually faces Front Street as well so we would walk a couple 
blocks from the east to the west and come back to Front Street and then head down to Front and 
Main and that’s generally where the rallies would stop.  
 
The post office is the only federal building in town. That’s in the next block over there, great big 
old limestone building. It used to be the federal court house for southern Minnesota but they 
combined that with St. Paul back before any of this stuff happened. It still says US Post Office 
and Courthouse on it but that was the only federal building so sometimes that was the focus of 
the smaller rally. But when we had a big rally that left campus it would come down to Front and 
Main and would usually tie up town because that was the main intersection, the bridge going to 
North Mankato moved a block over but it’s still basically the same set up. We didn’t have 
Highway Fourteen bridge then because we still had this North Star Bridge, they call it, that’s on 
the south end of town. But that’s how the campus was situated with the community but part of it 
was still right downtown here. 
 
That ended up being sort of business and art students and usually when we had student elections, 
the business students didn’t vote too much for us so we didn’t like the lower campus returns but 
now it’s turned into some government buildings and the whole university moved up to—have 
you been there ever? 
 
KH: I was there when I was here in the spring. 
 
MH: Well, it’s a pretty formidable place now. 
 
KH: Yeah, yeah, it was impressive. 
 
MH: I think it’s the biggest state college—it bounces back and forth between that and St. 
Cloud [St. Cloud State University, St. Cloud, MN]. I think they have it for recent years. 
 
KH: Yeah, I went and I— 
 
MH: Just counting students. They tried to create enrollment during the end of my time here 
because it had, you know, the funding they got from the state kind of depended on the enrollment 
so they came up with something called mini-courses to try to entice the community into enrolling 
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for a one or two-credit class about any number of things and they jacked up a few hundred full-
time equivalent students by doing that. So, when they say the enrollment is this, I’m always a 
little skeptical about how many real bodies that is, you know. 
 
KH: So, when I was here in the spring, part of what I did when I was on campus, was I made 
my way to the Kent and Jackson State Memorial. I know that you were a major part of having 
that built in part because that’s what you wrote about or that’s what got— 
 
MH: Yeah, that’s the one little thing that got in the book, yeah. 
 
KH: Yeah, and I have another question about that, but tell me about the memorial. 
 
MH: Well, it started out a couple years after Kent State [Kent State University, Kent, OH] or 
maybe only a year, and I got a rock—the rock that’s there now—came from some friends of 
mine that were going to school in St. Cloud and happened to live next door almost to a quarry 
that finished granite. And they found this rock for me. How they got it I do not know but I got a 
really good deal on it and went up with a state station wagon and a few friends, including John 
Anderson. I don’t know if you talked to him; he’s been in all of this stuff. Put it in a state station 
wagon and bounced the shocks off the highway the whole way back. Left it in a friend’s yard in 
St. Peter and in the meantime, we were going to get it engraved but some of the other student 
senators found out how we got the rock and they decided it was probably stolen. I don’t know 
that it was but, you know, we don’t have a title card for it and those things don’t come with serial 
numbers.  
 
So, we got another couple rocks and by then—I think we first got the rock in winter because I 
know we moved it on a sled over some snow at one point. But we went through the whole next 
year and nothing really happened to it. We got some stones from another type of quarry over in 
New Ulm [New Ulm, MN]. You know, you read the story so I don’t maybe have to tell you all 
of it but the word “buried” came back misspelled so that delayed it for a while. Then we got 
another stone and that was laid up against the wall of the Student Senate Office and they 
jackhammered through the wall and it broke. By then, whatever concerns they had about the rock 
that’s there now were kind of old so that rock ended up finally being engraved.  
 
Now I didn’t realize what a bureaucratic quagmire it would be to put it there because there’s two 
or three different committees of overlapping jurisdiction and finally one day I went up there with 
some other friends and a wheelbarrow and we started digging a hole right in the center of the 
mall to put it in and I don’t know, one of the vice presidents was on hand and ran out and said, 
Okay, we’ll expedite this. Just quit doing this and we’ll put the rock in. And finally, by the next 
spring there was a dedication. Unbeknownst to me they’d had a—before they buried a coffin 
right about where the rock is now, so the committee decided that’s where it should go. We had a 
little ceremony—it was actually a pretty big ceremony to put it there because by then it was 
1972. And it’s kind of been there in different states of disregard ever since. We had it long before 
there was one at Kent State or anywhere else for that matter. I don’t think anyone really knows 
what it’s about when they see it there. Every couple of years the story comes up and someone 
takes a picture of it but— 
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KH: So, it was finally dedicated in the spring of ’72 in the middle—had all the protests started 
on campus by that time? 
 
MH: Oh, they’d been started. I mean, those things kind of meld together. I think in the book 
we struggled to put together a timeline and, you know, with the newspaper archives and 
everything. Whatever is the timeline in that book is probably pretty accurate. In my mind it’s not, 
so if I go over this stuff enough, I might have planted memories, you know, that straighten it all 
out. 
 
KH: Yeah, it looks like—I was just— 
 
MH: Of course, I’m starting to forget things now, too, so I’ll have to read that book sometime 
to remember this. I’ve got a DVD of it now come to think of it.  
 
KH: Well, there you go. 
 
MH: I’ve got two or three copies now. 
 
KH: So, at any rate, by the time the memorial is finally installed where it is now, it’s the 
spring of 1972 which is when all of this stuff that the book focuses on and the film focuses on is 
occurring. But before we get to that, I would like it if you would tell me a little bit about the 
political science department on campus because you said you kind of were enmeshed in that and 
you ended up melding your coursework and your student government work. 
 
MH: Yeah, it was—there was a cross section of people there, most of whom are dead now. 
Some of them were pretty serious, you know, people would teach things like public personnel 
administration and they were usually pretty straight-laced. There was at least one teacher in there 
who was, I’d say, the closest thing I have to a mentor, named Heino Ambrose, who kind of 
burned out on teaching and before it was over with, they ended up firing him from the campus or 
maybe they made life so miserable for him he just left.  
 
But he wouldn’t give out grades. We’d have a class—it started out just being a handful of 
political science majors. These were upper division classes and maybe they overlapped into the 
graduate program, too, but they were pretty small classes. But he would just start—the first time 
I had him he’d actually assign texts like, “Teaching is a Subversive Activity,” “Sheepskin 
Psychosis,” things like that, and we’d maybe discuss them but as time went on, we would just 
talk about current events mostly. He would sometimes have a lottery for grades. Towards the 
end, you would have to make a presentation of what your grade should be. It had no relationship 
at all to anything that happened in the class but if you said, I need to get an A here to carry a C 
average to get my GI bill for next year, you’d probably get an A, you know. If you said, I need 
an A to get into Harvard [Harvard University, Cambridge, MA], you’d maybe get a D, and 
whatever.  
 
But I ended up taking some problems courses with him as my advisor so I would actually just 
literally do some of the Student Senate stuff. People didn’t always know what I was doing but all 
of this stuff was pretty visible, so they knew I was doing a lot. I kind of got waved through some 
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history requirements for the same reason. The guy said, well, you know, you don’t quite have 
this curriculum down, but you were pretty busy doing some stuff so you can leave now that the 
draft’s over. 
 
One of the later day chair people though was kind of a liberal who tried to be a progressive and 
he kind of ended up being mocked by the more—I wouldn’t say radical, but in the Mankato 
term, they are —he came from the East. He filled in for a department chair that left; I don’t even 
remember who the chair was anymore but he like wore a big wooden peace sign and he was—
kind of reeked of being a phony. He was a nice enough guy, but he just didn’t play too well with 
the serious antiwar protesters.  
 
Then we had Abbas Kessel—you probably read about him who—he was valuable because there 
was no one who could argue facts with him. You know, he had all of these things down. He was 
about the most boring person there is to listen to. He talked in a monotone. He was from Iran. He 
had a very heavy accent so he was hard to understand but he would go on and on in a monotone 
and he would come to these rallies and get up there and start talking public policy and it would 
be like letting the air out of a balloon and we just hated it when that happened. So, we had him to 
deal with. 
 
There were different faculty members, you know, more antiwar than others. Some—there’s 
probably a couple that didn’t even support it at all, but for the most part, all of the faculty got on 
board with this by 1972. 
 
KH: All of the faculty in political science? 
 
MH: Well, everywhere I think probably.  
 
KH: Okay, okay so in— 
 
MH: The whole campus, the administration. I mean, that’s part of the reason nothing real 
terrible happened here because most of the campus community said, Yeah, well, let’s get this 
done. This is important stuff. Or they at least knew it was out of control if they tried to do 
anything. There were a couple that tried but everyone kind of was on board with what was going 
on there, you know, whether they wanted you to block the highway or not on a particular day 
was another matter but, you know, there wasn’t anything approaching real violence here. Some 
people thought sitting in on a public street was violence, but it never was. 
 
KH: That was one thing I was going to ask you about because it seems like in various things 
that I’ve read and heard, there’s this conversation about—there’s a hint at a divide among the 
antiwar students on campus between those who were nonviolent and those who weren’t 
nonviolent. But from what I’ve read and seen and know about what happened, I can’t quite point 
to any acts of violence. I can see acts of civil disobedience. 
 
MH: Well, that’s exactly the point and there were things like someone would go and put solder 
in the locks of a building on campus and, you know, melt it and then they’d have to relock it 
before they could get it open. You know, there was trespassing, big deal; sitting down in the 
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streets. Things that were violent—there may have been a couple broken windows. You know, 
there was a big explosion at the Law Enforcement Center which is right down the street here but 
in later days, just two or three years ago—they always had a suspect and that suspect died a few 
years ago and the public, the police department said, Well, we’re almost sure this is the guy that 
blew up our building while it was under construction and [he] didn’t have anything to do with 
the antiwar movement. It was just someone that had an axe to grind with us.  
 
Someone I think threw a Molotov cocktail or maybe just some gasoline on a National Guard 
truck up at the Armory but that wasn’t a big deal. There just—I mean, there was— the only time 
there might have been violence is when, you know, we were face to face with the police reserves 
and the National Guard. The community law enforcement had enough wherewithal to keep this 
all—there just wasn’t any violence. I mean, I don’t think anyone every got clobbered by a cop or 
anything. Maybe there was a scuffle or two with some drunk downtown that I don’t know about 
but, you know, you couldn’t have gotten so many people together anywhere for any purpose and 
not had less happen really.  
 
KH: So, you’ve alluded to distinctions, whether among students or faculty, you know, liberals 
and militants and I think Mitchell Goodman [Mitchell Goodman, 1924-1997)], described himself 
as a radical. How do you distinguish—make those distinctions between those groups? 
 
MH: Well, I guess liberals were people that devoted their time to working on the McGovern 
[George Stanley McGovern (1922-2012)] campaign and didn’t maybe participate too much in 
this protest stuff but they were fully on board with it. Maybe radicals were people that did both, 
you know, they participated in the protests and maybe were—we turned the Student Senate 
basically into a McGovern “Get Out the Vote” organization. You know, it wasn’t per se, but the 
campus was so politicized and so Democratic at the time that that’s essentially what it was, just a 
generic “Get Out the Vote” was basically getting out the McGovern vote. And then there were 
people that were maybe more aggressive. They would want to go and sit down. We had a lot of 
music performances, you know, people that would march through town were probably the 
closest things we had to radicals. People that went on the highway would be on the extreme end 
of that.  
 
But there just wasn’t—I mean, it’s not like people were, you know, Karl Armstrong [Karleton 
“Karl” Armstrong] in Madison [Madison, WI] blowing up buildings or anything like that. It was 
pretty tame. I think it had to do more with how much it was part of your personal lifestyle, you 
know, if you spent a lot of your time doing this, maybe you were a radical. Some people did just 
stop going to classes and work on this. I mean, that was the idea both in ’70 and ’72, classes 
were suspended, and the idea was, Well, we’re going to work on the peace movement either here 
or somewhere else. Most people did something else, but that was the idea. But some people 
actually did that stuff. You know, a lot of us were working almost full time at the Student Senate 
but we had other projects going on there, too, that were kind of part of the student movement 
more than the antiwar movement, but we were the same people pulling the strings for both of 
them.  
 
KH: So, you would have put yourself further down on that spectrum towards radical? 
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MH: Well, you know, I might have—if it had come to it, I might have been inclined to fight 
with the police at the highway, but I never had to do that. I was not one to want to pick fights 
with people. I mean, I wasn’t going to be like Gandhi [Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi 1869-
1948)] and sit there while they ran me over or something either. But it’s moderate to radical, 
conservative on a pretty tame scale. You know, real radicals are, you know, people out carrying 
guns and robbing banks in the name of the peace movement. That’s probably not what they were 
really doing but they tried to pass themselves off, you know, things like that. 
 
You know, the women’s movement was stoking up here while all this was going on, too, and 
they were—had their own kinds of militant acts, you know. Not wearing your bra was pretty 
militant at one time or not shaving your arms so things like that. But there was nothing 
approaching real militant violence like you’d find in Red Square [Red Square, Moscow, Russia] 
or anything like that.  
 
KH: Okay. So, a lot of this, to the extent that there was controversy, and again, I hear what 
you’re saying about it being, you know, by Mankato standards, perhaps versus elsewhere, a lot 
of it seemed to, at least at points, revolve around Mitchell Goodman. So, tell me about Mitchell 
Goodman and whatever kind of contact you had with him. 
 
MH: Well, we had something called the Chair of Ideas, which grew out of the firing of a 
professor a couple years before and the idea was, you know, okay, to make amends for this act, 
there was a pretty big outroar there. I wasn’t on campus then, so I only mostly heard about it. 
Some of those people were still around so I heard a lot about it, but I wasn’t there. And a lot of 
them were kind of the peace activists, too, but he was sort of a dropout professor that they ended 
up firing. But out of that protest came the Chair of Ideas and this is just what I understand 
because I wasn’t here. But they said, Okay, well, we’ll fund an academic position of sorts where 
we’ll have a committee and we’ll bring in some, you know, unusual, avant-garde, progressive or 
whatever—some outstanding type of individual that otherwise wouldn’t be on campus. I mean, I 
think we had an artist here as part of that once, maybe a dancer. But this year they selected 
Mitchell Goodman who had a documented record as a peace activist and the people that brought 
him to town knew exactly what they getting and before he got here, the word was out. He’s 
going to be having this class and this class. I mean, this was supposedly going to have some 
academic value to it, but we’re actually going to be using those classes mostly to—maybe it was 
just one class; I don’t know. But mostly just to organize war protests. 
 
So, a lot of us that were doing this anyway and still enrolled took the course and he came here 
and that’s exactly what we did. He was a good focal point. You know, he wasn’t an advocate—I 
mean, the movie points that out, you know, he wasn’t an advocate of violence. Kessel always 
thought civil disobedience was maybe getting to be violent. Maybe if the reaction to the civil 
disobedience would be violent, then that’s violent, I don’t know.  
 
But Mitchell was not, you know, a flame throwing radical. He was a good focal point for this, 
but this stuff was going on before he got here. But he did get to be the emcee at some of these 
events. He was a pretty articulate person, and this is what he had done for several years before 
then. He’d written on it. He’d gone through, you know, some trial with these other people so he 
knew his stuff and he was pretty committed to it but other than aid in the organizing of things 
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that were already happening, I don’t think—there’s people around that might contend that none 
of this stuff would have happened if he wasn’t here but I think it all would have. It might not 
have played out exactly the same way it did or the same day it did, but he was a pretty nice guy. 
He never said anything or did anything that I thought was out of line.  
 
I think some people at the university that wanted to kind of insulate themselves from what was 
going on tried to put blame on him but I don’t know, you know, he was—he provided a focus for 
people organizing these things but they’d already been doing it and they continued to do it. I 
mean, by the time he left, this was starting to wind down anyway. I mean, ’72 was the last big 
bunch of protests. Part of it was, you know, the war supposedly was ending; the draft ended. 
That took a lot of the heat off of it for a lot of people including me. I left town and didn’t think 
too much about the war for a while. I mean, I was still involved but it wasn’t an everyday thing. 
 
KH: Do you know who decided to invite Mitchell Goodman? Was it the administration? 
 
MH: Well, there was a committee. There was a committee, the Chair of Ideas Committee and I 
couldn’t tell you—if you want to really know the workings of that, call Dave Cowan [David 
Cowan]. Have you talked to him yet? 
 
KH: No, I have not. 
 
MH: Well, he’s the one administrator who was—he was a student activist before I got there. 
He holds himself off as a Republican but he’s probably the most liberal person in town, really, 
and he’s able to get a lot of inside information by claiming he’s a Republican. He looks like one 
but he’s—he’s pulling strings—but he’s mostly the consummate bureaucrat. He’s still working 
up there and he was—from the time he was a student until now he’s just been a consummate 
bureaucrat but because he was a student, he sort of got to be the liaison between all of us and the 
administration.  
 
But he was probably involved in creating the Chair of Ideas I would guess because he was here 
then, and he would probably have a notebook on it. Although he told me he would bring all these 
notebooks, these thick notebooks to meetings just sort of a window dressing so people thought he 
was really organized and sometimes it was the same big notebook for different things. And he 
would know as much—probably of the people still around—there’s a guy named Ed Twedt out 
there somewhere but he’s way out in New Mexico I think, and he might be, from what I can tell, 
getting a little senile.  
 
But Dave’s still got all of his wits about him and if he, knowing what the administration was 
doing and thinking then, he would probably be the number one person. Although someone that 
comes to mind that somehow never surfaced in any of this and I think she’s still around is the 
president’s executive secretary named Judy Mans [Judith Rose (Keltgen) Mans, 1939-2019]. I 
know her husband is named Jim Mans and I don’t know if he’s in St. Peter. I think she’s still 
alive and probably still good. I’m not sure about the later part of that. [Note from MH later: Judy 
died in January 2019 - she may not have been in good shape for a while, but she was Nickerson's 
gatekeeper and in the know more than any other one person.] But I bet she’s—because, you 
know, she did a lot of the hands on stuff like a good executive secretary does or at least was a 
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witness to all of this stuff and probably, you know, had the papers for—and no one has ever 
really called her out on this though and I think she’s still around but not for long. Would be 
probably a good source if she is. And she would have that insight on a lot of the stuff like no one 
else. She wasn’t involved in this book at all. So, I don’t know. Maybe something happened to her 
that I’m not aware of, but I think they’re still—her and Jim are both over in St. Peter as far as I 
know. 
 
KH: Mans? M-a-? 
 
MH: M-a-n-s. 
 
KH: M-a-n-s, okay. All right. So, let’s talk a little bit, and again, I don’t expect that you have 
perfect recall on the chronology, but let’s talk about what happened in the spring of 1972 starting 
with what prompted all of these protests. 
 
MH: Well, now I’m probably hazy there but wasn’t it the Cambodian invasion? 
 
KH: I think that was earlier. I think that was— 
 
MH: Well, maybe this was the mining of Haiphong then? Well, okay. 
 
KH: Yes, because I think there was that Easter offensive by the North Vietnamese by that— 
 
MH: Well, that’s why I say that the timeline in the book probably puts this—my memory of 
this is pretty blended together. 
 
KH: That’s all right. So that’s what prompted those. At any rate, whatever it is— 
 
MH: Yeah, a big escalation in the war. 
 
KH: Escalation. 
 
MH: There was something going on by—my girlfriend at the time was more or less the head of 
women’s liberation up on campus so I fell into that early on, but there was an event. [Someone 
from] one of the fraternities supposedly raped a disabled girl and the women’s movement was 
going to go down and have a protest at their frat house which, as it turns out, is about a block and 
a half from here, and this is what I’m remembering. A lot of us were up, kind of preparing for 
that when word of this event came down and we just—most of us switched gears and started 
getting ready for what we knew would be a big war protest but that’s a little sidelight to all of 
this, too. 
 
KH: Yeah, okay. It wasn’t Rita Gallagher, was it, who you’re talking about? 
 
MH: Yeah. 
 
KH: She’s not still around. 
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MH: No, she died a couple years ago. I have a feeling she might have committed suicide just 
because her best friend did not long before, but I don’t know. I’ve been out of touch with her for 
decades. 
 
KH: And I ask, in part—and I knew that she wasn’t around anymore, but it’s also been 
challenging to find women in Mankato who were involved in some of this stuff.  
 
MH: Well, there’s someone who I know is still up in St. Paul, Victoria Bolton. 
 
KH: Oh, okay. I’ll look for her. 
 
MH: I know she’s on Facebook and chimes in now and then. 
 
KH: Okay. So, at any rate, there’s a new escalation of the war in 1972 and this is after Nixon 
has promised, you know, for what? Four years to be winding down with his secret— 
 
MH: Yeah, a secret plan. 
 
KH: A secret plan to end the war. So, what is your memory, and again, I don’t intend for it to 
be perfect, but what is your memory of what happened? 
 
MH: Well, you know, there was this big escalation and everyone just kind of said, Enough’s 
enough, and things broke out all over the country. I think we were working on it the night before, 
getting ready for what was going to happen. I don’t know that we expected such a—you know, 
it’s kind of unfortunate to say this, but a lot of these events kind of centered around the weather. 
You know, in early May you could just as well have snow on the ground as an eighty-degree day 
which I think the day at the highway probably was. 
 
KH: A nice day. 
 
MH: Yeah, thereabouts. And turns into more of a social event than a political event actually 
but it does serve the purpose and so the—just doing the same thing that people had historically 
done, a lot more people showed up. I mean, you had to go and leaflet and stuff. I mean, there 
wasn’t the Internet or anything, but I think everyone knew when this happened it was big news 
and I think everyone—I mean, when these things happened, people would just show up at the 
mall or maybe at the student union because you knew something was going to be going down, 
whether you knew exactly what it was or not. I mean, there was kind of a mechanism here where 
things could be put together in pretty short order. Some of the same people that organized the 
entertainers were sort of on board. You just had to tell them when and where to be somewhere. 
We had PA’s at hand at the student union and it got to be kind of routine actually. 
 
KH: So, what was your—do you remember there being a distinction or a difference between 
the events that happened on campus in 1970, after Kent State, and what happened in 1972? 
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MH: Well, I don’t think that the 1970 events really left campus that much and that would be 
the one thing that comes to my mind. Now again, I was just sort of on the periphery of 1970 but 
by ’72 having marches going downtown had happened a few times already. I mean they didn’t 
necessarily stay long, and they didn’t necessarily go out on the highway, but I bet you could find 
half a dozen different marches that left the campus and went downtown on different days. But 
that would be the thing I think and then, of course, the intensity of it ramped up, too, since it had 
been going on a long time. Part of it was, you know, Nixon’s reelection was coming up, so I 
think there was some hope of getting rid of him, too. I mean, he—as it turns out, he won by a 
resounding amount, you know, more so than probably anyone ever but then again, it was like, 
you know The Wizard of Oz [The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, written by L. Frank Baum, published 
by the George M. Hill Company, Chicago, IL, 1900] his whole scheme fell apart shortly 
thereafter.  
 
KH: All right. I’m going to just run through—because I did try to put together some kind of 
timeline here just so I can kind of refresh it and so we can get it on tape here. So, it looks like on 
April 25, or so—I mean it starts with a vigil at the post office. There’s a—I mean, I’m not going 
to go through line by line but there are torchlight marches; there’s a rally on the mall and then 
that’s all before Nixon announces the blockade and mining of ports. 
 
MH: Yeah, there’s that Loyalty Day parade thing— 
 
KH: Oh, yeah, yeah, yep. 
 
MH: I mean, like I say, I’d have to look at the chronology of things, even last year for that 
matter, but— 
 
KH: Oh, I hear that. So okay, so here are the two things. So, on Tuesday, May 9, that’s when 
there’s the rally on the upper campus, the march to the high school and down Front Street to 
Main, like you were talking about, and that’s when the students, the protesters and marchers 
occupy the interstate.  
 
MH: Um-hm. 
 
KH: And others go to the Main Street bridge and Highway 169 and close it down until five 
thirty and there’s tear gas involved and mace chasing everybody off. And then the next day is 
when there’s, according to some accounts, some amount of conversation over whether there 
should be a silent march or another closing down of the highway. Do you remember that—? 
 
MH: Well, I don’t remember the details, but I know it turned into a big silent march. I don’t 
know, I think after getting dispersed at the point on the highway, I think most people probably 
thought the point had been made, I don’t know. There was so many different parts of this moving 
at the same time it’s hard to tell. I mean, I was kind of tired out and gassed out and I don’t even 
remember—it must have been in that silent march—I don’t remember it necessarily but— 
 
KH: But were you at the bridge the previous day? 
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MH: Oh yeah. One little sidelight to that is I think I mentioned I grew up across the street from 
the—well, maybe I didn’t—but that little house in St. Peter was a block down from the county 
jail and for many years the same family had held the sheriff’s seat in Nicollet County and my 
mother’s family had been friends with them. And we, again, lived a block from the jail. And at 
the time, the sheriff and his wife lived there, and his wife was the jail keeper, of course. And they 
had an autistic daughter that my mom would babysit pretty regularly, and they had a basketball 
hoop at the back of the jail on the garage and a lot of neighborhood kids would play there so I 
knew the sheriff’s family. I wasn’t like [I was] friends with them but I’m sure they knew who I 
was and saw me around and everything. So, I wind up face to face with this sheriff out there on 
the highway on that day when they’re about ready to march in and break heads and the irony of 
that, even at the time, you know, did not escape me. 
 
KH: Did that work to your advantage, disadvantage? Was it—? 
 
MH: Well, I don’t know. All I thought is the irony that here we are coming to blows and I 
grew up a block away. You know, we lived in the same—a block away. 
 
KH: What was his name? 
 
MH: George Witty [George Tip Witty (1932-1994)].  
 
KH: And that leads me to one of the questions I wanted to ask you. It seems like, as you have 
said, that these events were pretty controlled. It didn’t erupt in violence. I mean there was some 
tear gas; there were some scuffles maybe. Why do you think that is and what role did the 
authorities, whether they be legal authorities or President Nickerson, or other faculty play in 
keeping things under control? 
 
MH: Well, I think the chief of police here in Mankato kept things that happened in Mankato 
pretty well under control. I mean, there were times where they were out there with their police 
reserves, too, but they just always stayed in the background and by design or otherwise, there 
was never any confrontation to speak of. I mean, they let students stay in the post office I think 
until they were ready to leave. They let them stay in Old Main until they were ready to leave. I 
mean a lot of these things, if you don’t get any blowback, you know, you say, Well, what’s the 
point of doing this if no one cares?  
 
But once it got over to Nicollet County and that sheriff, I think there was a different persona but 
on the other hand, we were shutting down the main routes through Mankato, too, so it was sort of 
a two edged sword and maybe if that highway had been on the other side of the river the same 
showdown would have happened. But I think there it was awful close. I guess they did walk in 
there with tear gas and clear out the crowds, but it was still somewhat controlled. But the bottom 
line was I don’t think anyone on either side really wanted to see it come to, you know, guns and 
dead people although it could have happened. 
 
I mean, I was thinking, the sheriffs and the highway patrol and the local police over there, they 
had all of their squad cars parked side by side along the highway and if someone had gone in 
there with a Molotov cocktail or something—I was thinking this could have happened; I wasn’t 
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going to do it—but it occurred to me. Jeez, this is pretty stupid to do that. You could have taken 
them all out and then you would have really had an event, but no one else apparently thought of 
that or they weren’t going to do it. But, you know, so part of it was by design; part of it was 
probably by luck; part of it was students were probably getting tired of sitting out there. A lot of 
people were getting sunburned and stuff. I mean, seriously, this is like the first day you’re out in 
the spring here and I gather you’re a Minnesotan; you look to be somewhat fair. You go out for 
half an hour in the sun and that’s too long and when you’re out there all day, it’s really too long.  
 
KH: Right, right. So, there are just those practical determinants of what happened. Pardon me, 
I’m just having a little cough attack here. 
 
MH: Yeah, I’ve had something going on for a long time, too. I think I’m just about done with 
it but who knows. It’s just environmental stuff I think these days.  
 
KH: Yeah. Would you—during this time did you consider yourself an activist? 
 
MH: Well, you know, I guess I was aware I was one, but I mean, that’s kind of all I did in 
different fronts. I mean, I was more of a student activist than an antiwar activist overall because 
we did a lot of stuff at the Student Senate besides this, so I guess I knew I was one but it’s not, 
you know, like you sign up to be an activist. You just sort of are one.  
 
KH: Did your activism, whether student or antiwar or anything you did, did that affect, have 
an impact on, any of your personal relationships with your family, with your friends? 
 
MH: Well, all of my friends were people that were doing this stuff. You know, my girlfriend 
was the head of the so-called women’s lib movement; I hung around with a pretty defined group 
of people that were all activists so to me, it was just what we did. On the other hand, I still had 
my friends from high school over in St. Peter that, you know, had nothing to do with any of this 
and they were just going to their jobs and things. So, I guess I knew I was in a different 
environment doing different things. 
 
KH: Did they know what you were doing? 
 
MH: Yeah, I mean, I was in the paper quite a bit. One thing, one of my little sidelights to all of 
this is I mentioned I was in a drum corps over in St. Peter. Actually, I was in three different ones. 
It was just something peculiar to St. Peter and it wouldn’t have worked in a town with other 
things for kids to do but—So I was in the senior corps by the time this stuff was going on and 
they had a color guard with flags. I mean, it’s nothing like the drum corps are now but they had a 
peace sign flag, but they decided they couldn’t carry that because a lot of the stuff they did was 
kind of VFW, Legion sponsored or it wasn’t even popular to carry it in parades. So, they gave it 
to me but it wound up hanging above the post office for a day and then it wound up hanging out 
of the president’s office on the flagpole there [on campus] when they took over the president’s 
office. And those pictures got in the paper and everyone knew where that flag came from 
because they’d given it to me knowing that that’s probably what I would do with it, you know. 
 
KH: So, there wasn’t any overt—? 
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MH: Well, I don’t know. One of my cousins kind of thought I was just trying to be a jerk or 
something. I know she told my mom that and I don’t know that my mom was really too in touch 
with what was going on here. They probably would have just as soon I studied and got good 
grades. But, you know, on the other hand, I was at least doing something, and I think they were, 
by then, would have been happier doing that than being over in the bush in Vietnam or 
something.  
 
KH: So, you talked both today and in other places and times, about how it was really some of 
the African-American students who kind of instigated a lot of— 
 
MH: Well, it was my personal experience, yeah. 
 
KH: So were they—tell me about the demographics of the students who were involved in 
these antiwar protests.  
 
MH: Well, we had just—I think the black students probably were more concerned about their 
own agenda and tied it into this to tell you the truth. But Jackson State was all black students and 
that’s when they got out and they said, Well, listen, you know. There was some blowback after 
Kent State here, but they said, you know, we came out and supported you a week ago. Now you 
come out and support us and it just happened to take off then because, you know, the second 
time around. But so, they just happened to be the catalyst for that event. But most of the people 
there were people from the suburbs, me, area people, and a lot of people from Iowa there. There 
were getting to be a lot of veterans. Most of the veterans that I knew—and, of course, that’s the 
qualifier—the ones I knew were antiwar veterans. I said that in the movie. I think they were the 
most credible part of this whole thing, but they were part of it.  
 
There were a few townspeople and a few professors, but it was mostly just a legitimate student 
movement with legitimate students. A lot of the students that actually led these rallies weren’t 
necessarily the ones that were leading the Student Senate although it got to the point of crossing 
over now and then. We fully supported the war protests at the Student Senate but usually they 
would just [contact] us for money or funding or facilities but the student body president would 
usually give a speech there. But these things were—sort of had lives of their own. There were a 
couple different peace organizations there. A lot of these things were sort of spontaneous. I 
mean, they were people that knew each other, and they knew they would be there when it 
happened again. You did have groups like the Vietnam Veterans Against the War—they actually 
had some hierarchy but it’s not like there were officers or the vice president of the peace 
movement or anything. I mean, there was a president and a vice president of the student 
association, but they weren’t really the ones doing the organizing work so much for all these 
events.  
 
And, you know, there were a couple of people from the religious organizations that were around 
campus that were pretty heavily involved in this so it was a broad cross section of people and on 
different days it might have been different people, too. 
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KH: Do you remember there being kind of counter protesters or pro-war, conservative voices 
on campus showing up? 
 
MH: Not many, not many. I mean, they kept pretty quiet because this was by then pretty 
overwhelmingly antiwar up on campus. Even the more conservative students pretty much, I 
think, in my mind supported most of the antiwar activities. There was one person in particular—I 
don’t even remember much of a college Republican organization up there and, in my mind, even 
the campus Democrats were kind of a wishy-washy group, just to even be participating in 
traditional politics while all this was going on, but there was a one-person chapter of Young 
Americans for Freedom, which was a right wing group. And the one guy who would show up 
and be oftentimes the only person to speak against any of this stuff at Student Senate meetings 
and stuff—his name was Richard Nixon and, you know, what can you say about that? 
 
KH: Well, it just seems like destiny. 
 
MH: The irony is so—there was another student, one of the more conservative student senators 
that I remember was a guy named Harry Welty and since then he’s moved up in Duluth [Duluth, 
MN] and he actually ran for the Republican nomination for Eighth District congressional seat 
this last fall. But he ran as a Lincoln Republican and his platform was to wrest the control of the 
Republican Party from Donald Trump [US President Donald John Trump (1946-)] and to put it 
back in the hands of sensible people. But, you know, he got 10 percent of the vote and he didn’t 
really even have a campaign, but he got enough publicity to float that out there. But that’s an 
example of one of those people that were conservative at the time. And he’s been writing for 
their Duluth Reader [The Reader, 322 East Superior Street, Duluth, MN] up there, doing some 
good writing and stuff. He’d give you a counter perspective on this. He’s a very articulate, witty 
person and I tried to give him some money for his campaign but it—his site—his campaign was 
so floundering, his online site didn’t even work. I think he’s kind of a perennial candidate. He’d 
run for school board a couple times. I think he was on the school board once. I mean, I just see 
his name and remember the guy’s dad was a professor up here, I think. 
 
KH: You’ve said a couple of times or mentioned a couple times, the women’s movement that 
was also kind of taking shape at this point and you—your Rita was a part of that. What were the 
roles of women in the antiwar events? 
 
MH: Well, I think they were very important organizers and probably more adept with doing 
some of the craft work like the posters and stuff, actually getting the work done than the men 
were. That’s the experience I had here because they actually did have a pretty serious group that 
was more organized. I don’t know that they had hierarchies and officers and stuff, but they were 
able to get together at pretty short notice and do this stuff and, like I said, that’s kind of where I 
started this whole big rally is working with them, why they were going to protest. I might have 
that timeline wrong, too, but that’s what I remember at least. And, you know, they were right 
there doing some good work. Their movement was kind of coming along with this, too. 
 
And, you know, the civil rights movement kind of melded into this as well. I mean, that’s the 
fight that’s still going on, too, but a lot of the early leaders of the antiwar movement and some 
through the whole thing. Well, you know, MLK [Martin Luther King Jr. (1929-1968)] for one, 
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but the names and faces are the same people, you know, Pete Seeger [Peter Seeger (1919-2014)] 
all those—just sort of kind of one progressive movement that finds different causes along the 
way.  
 
KH: Was there ever any tension within the progressive movement over issues of race or 
gender?  
 
MH: Well, I don’t think so really. I mean, some of the women’s liberation people had a 
problem with some of the black dudes, you know, but somehow that managed to stay under the 
surface enough to get these things done. I mean, there were—I don’t know. That was a whole 
scene of its own, that there were like the Jimi Hendrix [James Marshall Hendrix (born Johnny 
Allen Hendrix) (1942-1970)] types of black people and then there weren’t, but it wasn’t a big 
problem. It was just something that some of the black guys weren’t necessarily in touch with the 
language and stuff of the women’s movement, the ‘Lib Chicks,’ as they were known.  
 
KH: So, one final question about the time at Mankato State and that is, were all of you who 
were active in the antiwar movement events at Mankato State, were you in touch with, aware of, 
cognizant of what was going on at other campuses around Minnesota? 
 
MH: Yeah, to a large extent. I mean, there was enough news, so we knew what was going on. 
Some of these peace groups were national and pretty well connected. I know some of us in our 
Student Senate would go to events that a group called the National Student Association would 
do, and they were much more radical as an organization than we were here in town. But they had 
a network and they were on board with all this stuff, so we knew what was going on.  
 
I mean, we didn’t have the ability to communicate instantly like you do now. Having to go to a 
phone to talk to someone, a pay phone, if you’re on campus, isn’t going to work too well. But 
you knew what was happening. The student association people, you know, we had our other 
local organizations. There was a statewide group.  
 
But mostly it was the peace movement people themselves had their agenda kind of unfolding. 
There were two or three major peace groups that stayed together through all this, the Veterans 
for Peace, for one. Vietnam Veterans Against the War—they were pretty synonymous 
organizations, but they were separate structures—they had, especially them, they kind of had 
their military command structure more or less inherent in how they operated so they had officers 
and ways of communicating and stuff.  
 
So, while a lot of this was sort of—I mean, there were people printing buttons and we would 
maybe know in October that there was going to be a big peace offensive of some sort come May. 
I know I have a button somewhere from some place that says, “The War Ends in May,” but they 
came out a few months before May. I mean, I think that, I don’t know—there were a lot of 
different forces going on. I don’t think any of them were communist fronts although there are 
people that maybe would contend there were but probably not as much as the last election. They 
had their own—they weren’t quite that sophisticated and had their own fish to fry.  
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KH: What do you remember about the end of that spring on campus? Nineteen seventy-two; 
how did it—? 
 
MH: Well, for me, I guess after these big waves of protest it’s kind of wound down. I was 
graduating—well, that wasn’t until the next year, I guess. But I was on my way out once I knew 
that the draft was over but that wasn’t until the next year. I guess I knew my time on campus was 
coming to an end soon. In one way or another I probably wouldn’t be there, although I think I 
probably did run for a Senate seat again that fall so I held it through the next spring but, you 
know, the pressure kind of went down. There were still protests and stuff going on, but I think 
the whole focus of the country probably had changed more to finally actually getting out of there 
even though a lot of that was a charade.  
 
KH: Yeah, so what were your thoughts about the Paris Peace Accords and the withdrawal of 
American troops? 
 
MH: Well, you know, it was mostly window dressing. The fact of the matter is I don’t think 
the Vietnamese, the South Vietnamese people as a whole, the Vietnamese as a country, were 
ever really on board with this east versus west war all along. I mean, they were a pretty primitive 
place then and probably still. And they couldn’t have given a hoot whether it was the French, the 
Russians or the Americans there. If they would have just been left alone, they wouldn’t have 
probably had their own war at all. So, to say that this is going to solve their problem now that, 
you know, it has been festering. We kind of—us and the French—and people before them kind 
of interjected this into their country. To them, it probably didn’t matter whether they were 
communists or not because they were working at a very minimal existence anyway.  
 
So, I think it was Nixon’s way of saying it was peace with honor when it was just more—in the 
end it wasn’t very honorable either the way we finally got out of there. It was fleeing bullets at 
the end of an evacuation, so I don’t think it actually worked anyway. And then the North pretty 
much won the war no matter how you look at it, I think, won the hearts of the people. Vietnam’s 
just one country now and they get along fine as near as I can tell making Nikes, selling their stuff 
to Americans.  
 
A lot of these people are going back there now and visiting the place. It’s kind of ironic; a lot of 
my Vietnam veteran friends have gone back there. 
 
KH: Have you ever been? 
 
MH: No, I’ve never been there, and I’ve never really had a desire to go either. I don’t know. I 
guess I had it kind of ingrained in me to stay away from there and have some subconscious 
desire, a remote one, to keep it that way. You know, if someone offered me a trip there for a 
comp or something, I’d probably go, but not much there really interests me. 
 
KH: So, what did you do after you graduated? I don’t mean for the next fifty years. 
 
MH: Well, I came back to St. Peter, hung around with some of my friends. By the midsummer, 
one of my pals and I—you know, the local economy was actually doing pretty well then. We 
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actually went to what we called the unemployment office, which was Minnesota Employment 
Services and they actually had some jobs with more than minimum wage there, so we got hired 
to work on the railroad as section workers. Which, again, I was about one hundred forty-five 
pounds then so that was not a good fit. But while I was there I saw guys going by in the caboose 
reading newspapers and I thought, Well, you know, I think I’d like that better than literally 
swinging a maul and driving steel into—I just wasn’t suited to do that, nor did I have a desire to 
do that.  
 
So, I switched over to being on the train crew. So, for a couple years I rode freight trains around 
as a brakeman and I was out on the trains all day long. I was pretty isolated there. I mean, we 
weren’t—there weren’t cell phones, you know. We had some radio communication with the 
railroad hierarchy but that was about it. Sometimes if there was a football game on someone 
would try to take a rickety portable TV onto the locomotive and try to watch it or maybe a radio 
but that stuff was all against the work rules.  
 
And we’d go to these little town layovers where there wasn’t much going on. So, I just did that. 
They left you alone. All they really cared about is if you showed up for work and didn’t hurt 
anyone or wreck anything. They paid you pretty good money, too.  I was working kind of on call 
twenty-four/seven so I didn’t really didn’t have the ability to do much organized stuff. I might 
have made it to a caucus on a particular night but I just kind of more or less dropped out on my 
own.  
 
Did that for a couple of years and then finally made it to law school. Law school was kind of an 
intensive experience of its own. You didn’t do much except go to law school. And then when I 
was done with that I went out and, even with a law degree, worked on the railroad for a couple 
more years to make some money. I would have probably been inclined to go into legal services 
or something but by then, Reagan [US President Ronald Wilson Reagan (1911-2004)] had just 
slashed that whole organization so people were, you know, there were no external hires there 
really. There were just people relocating. So, I started a practice here in town with a friend of 
mine I’d known before I even went to law school. And we started it from scratch, but we had 
little enough business so for the first year of that I worked on the railroad sometimes anyway. 
I’ve been doing that ever since. 
 
KH: So, you’ve always had your own law practice? 
 
MH: Yeah, I was never really corporate lawyer material. I wasn’t ever much of an academic 
student. Law school was kind of what they made it out to be, you know, an intimidating 
experience. 
 
KH: Why law? 
 
MH: Well, because I had a political science degree. I actually almost interviewed for a job 
with the railroad hierarchy. I had it set up and by then I already had a law degree, so I was—they 
had supposedly an internal hiring policy, but I don’t think it went too far. But there weren’t a lot 
of railroad brakemen running around that had a law degree either; I could. They were going to 
interview me for their labor relations department in Chicago [Chicago, IL] but the railroad’s a 
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pretty arbitrary organization. I had this set up, but before it happened, they put on a hiring freeze 
across the board and not too long after that, I just quit railroading. But I never had—I never 
sought—was never interested in being a corporate lawyer. And I had an unusual background of 
all this stuff in my history and being a railroader didn’t necessarily put you a step ahead going to 
work in a law office and, you know, I was always just sort of more or less self-taught, learned the 
hard way I guess.  
 
My original partner’s father was a lawyer and he had a year head start working for them before 
we started so he had some idea of what we were doing. The work we were doing then was 
mostly pretty simple although the first case I ever worked on was an environmental appeal to the 
Minnesota Supreme Court for a local group called Save the Kasota Prairie, which had a certain 
amount of overlap with the same crowd of people that I knew from college.  
 
KH: Wow, interesting. So where do you think, looking back on it now, those years on campus 
and in the antiwar movement, where do you see them fitting into your—? 
 
MH: Well, I guess it made me a lefty, you know. I guess I was probably always inclined to be 
one, but I got politicized with left politics pretty thoroughly during this and it all came pretty 
natural, too. You know, I was hanging around with like the first wave of women’s liberation 
people I knew out here so I was decades ahead of a lot of people in that regard. I actually got to 
know and work with black people finally and never had a problem with that. I was hanging 
around with big time state bureaucrats. I mean, we would go to meetings up in St. Paul with 
college, you know, the chancellor and things like that, so I kind of got comfortable working with 
bureaucrats.  
 
I’ve been the local county DFL chair now—I think I’m in my third term of doing that and I’ve 
always done something for them, not necessarily that. So, it set the roots for my beliefs. I’m not, 
you know, for a while, toward the end of Bush’s [US President George Walker Bush (1946-)] 
term, I was out standing on the corner. We have a group of people that come out every 
Wednesday. They still protest something or other and now, we’ve had a group standing on a 
street corner every night protesting Trump. I haven’t joined them yet, but I have my Impeach 
Trump sign ready to go. I want to keep kind of a low profile as the DFL chair and not get too far 
out there although I think people should be out in the streets now; I think everyone should have 
their Impeach Trump bumper stickers on, but they don’t. 
 
I still have the stencil I somehow wound up with for the Impeach Nixon bumper stickers I was 
distributing for the VVAW through the Student Senate office. I’m not a veteran but I said, I’ll 
mail these things out for you. I got caught after a while. They said, you know, you can’t do this 
with the state? I said, “Okay, I understand; we won’t do it anymore.”  
 
KH: It was good while it lasted. So, what lessons do you think that we, the John Q. Public, 
should take both from your personal experiences and from the war itself, or the antiwar 
movement? 
 
MH: Well, I guess it’s more just a political lesson. You should be aware and be skeptical but if 
enough people get upset and organize, that you actually can slowly change the system. I’m not a 
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huge believer in electoral politics, but it’s all we really have. There’s not going to be I don’t 
think any other kind of revolution happening in this country. Maybe the political parties will 
change but they’re so ingrained I don’t think they will. I mean, they’ve got everything tied up 
tighter than a barrel. So that’s kind of what you have to work with. And I think it comes down 
more—since electoral politics theoretically works, you know, you got the money to get out of 
there somehow, or at least you need to find some money for your own side. You have to educate 
people with real facts which—and what that real facts are is kind of a subjective thing I think, 
too, this day and age. So, I believe enough about electoral politics so I’m doing all this scut work 
for the DFL party, but I have my own beliefs that I have to just sort of keep because they still 
don’t necessarily jive that well with reality. There’s a lot of these things. There’s people that 
have those beliefs and I hang out with them for the most part. 
 
KH: Like what’s one of them? 
 
MH: What’s that? 
 
KH: What’s one of those beliefs that you have to maintain even though they don’t—? 
 
MH: Well, that people are equal, that women are equal, that—a lot of it kind of follows DFL 
platforms at this particular point in time. But I actually don’t believe in the male patriarchy 
although I had it handed to me and it’s served me well, I guess, although in a way, I’ve kind of 
been on the backlash end of that and there’s some people that think they’re terribly victimized 
because there’s a little bit of equalization starting to happen. But I get it. Maybe the particular 
place and the particular time that might not suit me that well but that’s the way it is, I think. 
White men, white society as a whole, you’ll have a lot of reparations due over history that are 
coming home to roost a little bit and that’s just the way it is. I’m glad it’s happening. I try to help 
it happen in my own little way.  
 
So, I go about my business. I do a lot of other stuff. I do a blues radio show every day. I still 
work on trains as a volunteer brakeman sometimes. I got pretty busy this year. You know, you 
can spend as much time as you want in the DFL organization as a volunteer. I do enough of that. 
I’m not like some people, but I probably spend fifteen, twenty hours a month doing that kind of 
stuff. And the radio’s ten hours a week and the Blues Society, this and that so, you know, I’ve 
really got a lot of—I do more things as a volunteer than I do work wise which is why I’m sitting 
in an antique law office instead of in the big building down the street where some of my 
contemporaries wound up. 
 
KH: So, I’ve asked many people this question, many of you who were activists, whether 
you—however you define that. What sustained you as an activist? What kept you going? 
 
MH: Well, I guess there’s a ray of hope on the horizon and I think there’s something to be said 
for the think globally; act locally slogan. I mean, you know, now we’re facing global warming 
even and I think that’s legit and if people don’t wake up pretty soon it’s going to be over, life as 
we know it. Maybe humans will survive in some form but we’re getting pretty close to 
exterminating ourselves and it’s foreseeable. And really that should be the first thing that’s on 
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everyone’s mind but it’s not. You’ve got naysayers out there deliberately trying to derail the little 
bit of progress we did make. 
 
I was at our congressional debate last night and the guy running for Congress here is all drill, 
frack this and yeah, maybe there’s some climate change but it’s probably happening [because of] 
other causes and before we can even get into clean energy, we need old energy to get—and I say, 
Well, you know—and I think he’s probably ahead in the polls down in this particular district. 
You know, Walz [Timothy James Walz (1964-)] was able to walk a tightrope here and stay 
elected for several terms. I think he’s going to be our next governor. It’s a good compromise 
between—I mean the DFL kind of double downed on their radical side there with Murphy [Erin 
Murphy (1960-)] and a lesbian activist, Maye Quade [Erin Maye Quade]. And, you know, I 
probably would have supported that, but I knew it wasn’t going to play too well across the state. 
Even people from this era probably raised their eyebrows a little bit to see that happening 
because there’s a lot of other people out there. There’s still people out there fighting the Civil 
War, you know.  
 
KH: Is there anything else that you want to say? 
 
MH: Well, no. It’s been kind of a curiosity that this point in time has stood out. Everyone’s 
always told me, Well, your time when you’re young, especially in college, is going to be the best 
time of your life and it’s going to be the most memorable time. But I think I hit a point in time 
where the pendulum hit a particular spot where, between the student activism and the antiwar 
activism and the women’s movement and the—you know, a lot of things coalesced right at this 
time that brought a lot of people together and made for a real interesting time.  
 
And [it] left a lot of people with beliefs and did a little bit of change to society as a whole that is 
still kind of moving along. I mean, things kind of stopped after some pretty quick movement 
there, I think, or at least slowed down a lot. I mean Nixon—to me, part of what brought this all to 
the end is McGovern just getting trounced by Nixon, so whatever hope you had for electoral 
reform was kind of thrown back in your face big time. But then Nixon kind of vindicated us by 
revealing himself as the shill he was all along.  
 
I’m not going to say much about who’s running this country now because it’s, you know, you 
don’t need to have this in your background, but it’s just the fact we’re here and people are 
putting up with it really is disappointing. And I don’t know—if things don’t go well in this next 
election and some headway being made, I might end up pretty depressed when I think about it. 
I’ve got my own escapes and I’m not a kid. I’m not going to be here that much longer no matter 
what happens. I’ll probably outlast the planet whether it melts down or not, you know, so why 
should I care anyway? 
 
KH: I’ve heard a lot of people compare this time period to the sixties. 
 
MH: And I don’t know—I don’t know why people aren’t—and some people are out in the 
streets but not enough of them in the right place. I just hope they show up for the election. But, if 
you can believe the polls, this demagoguery is playing pretty well in a lot of places still. Maybe 
we are in for the right-wing takeover of this whole country. And I hope we have a benevolent 
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dictator when it comes but— So far, I’m not a member of any of the classes that are due for 
extermination but that can change. Just being liberal might be one on the list here pretty soon. It 
is some places. 
 
KH: Yeah, it is scary. Well, on that rather grim note— 
 
MH: Well, I’ve felt that way for a long time, too. It’s nothing new. You make a little headway. 
You get people like Wellstone [Paul David Wellstone (1944-2002)] and Obama [US President 
Barack Hussein Obama II (1961-)] and you see some hope and then it gets hammered into the 
ground. 
 
KH: And I’m trying to take the long view of a historian to just see—to have faith that the 
country— 
 
MH: Well, your view is a little longer than mine now, I think, but I had it—I kind of had a 
good learning experience if nothing else.  
 
KH: Well thank you for doing this. 
 
MH: Well, thank you. 
 
KH: I really appreciate it. 
 
End of interview 




